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This briefing presents a broad overview of the economy in South Gloucestershire.  It presents key 
economic information from a range of national and local sources including a selection of qualitative 
measures and a round up of local news and views.   This quarterly briefing supplements the monthly 
Labour Market Briefing.  
 

Some key findings for South Gloucestershire: 
• 76.4% of the working age population are in employment, higher than the national rate of 70.3% 
• The official unemployment rate is 5.9%, considerably lower than the national rate of 8.1% 
• In June 2012, 140 new businesses started up in the district 
• The number of live applications on the council’s housing register stands at 9,581   
• During the first quarter of 2012/13 the council (via a contract with South Gloucestershire Advice 

Consortium) helped residents to manage £2,394,923  of debt  
 

Headline labour market indicators 
 

2011
Earnings

Total residents in 
employment (aged 

16+)

Rate aged 
16-64 (%)

Total number 
unemployed 
(aged 16+)

Unemployment 
Rate (%) 

proportion of 
economically 

active 

Number of 
claimants

Claimant 
Rate (%)

Jobs Job density - 
16-64 (ratio)

Average 
gross weekly 

pay - 
residents 

South Gloucestershire 134,000 76.4 8,400 5.9 3,708 2.2 155,000 0.90 509.8
Bath and North East Somerset 86,100 72.0 5,500 6.0 2,410 2.0 97,000 0.82 479.5
Bristol 223,300 70.0 20,000 8.2 12,408 4.0 265,000 0.85 483.8
North Somerset 100,400 74.0 6,900 6.4 3,228 2.5 88,000 0.67 549.4

West of England 543,800 72.5 44,800 7.6 21,754 3.0 604,000 0.82 NA 
South West 2,503,700 73.4 166,600 6.2 86,458 2.6 2,706,000 0.82 473.4

England 24,449,600 70.3 2,143,000 8.1 1,282,669 3.8 26,295,000 0.78 507.6

April 2011 to March 2012 2010
Employment Unemployment Labour Demand

June 2012
Claimant count

 
Source: NOMIS (Annual Population Survey, Jobcentre Plus administrative system, Annual Business Inquiry, Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings) 
 

Employment levels 
 
From April 2011 to March 2012, 76.4% of South Gloucestershire’s working age population (16-64) were in 
employment. This is a reduction on the rate reported in April (77.8%). The local employment rate however, 
remains above the sub-regional and national rates.   
 

Proportion of working age population in employment 
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Source:  NOMIS (ONS, Annual Population Survey) 
 
 
 
 



 
Employment by sector  
 

Approximately 29% of jobs in South Gloucestershire are within public administration, education and health 
sectors (SIC 2007 codes O-Q), which is on a par with the national and regional averages. The banking, 
finance and insurance sectors (at 19.3%) and the distribution and hospitality industry (at 16.5%) were the 
second and third highest employment groups respectively during this reporting period. 
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Percentage breakdown of employment by major goup (SIC 2007): April 2011 - March 2012

A: agriculture and fishing B,D,E: energy and water C: manufacturing
F: construction G,I: distribution, hotels and restaurants H,J: transport and communications
K-N: banking, finance and insurance O-Q: public admin. education and health R-U: other services

 
Source: ONS Annual Population Survey – workplace analysis (NOMIS) 

 

ONS: Model based unemployment rate  - the official unemployment rate 
 
From April 2011 to March 2012, the official unemployment rate in South Gloucestershire was 5.9% of the 
economically active population. This was the lowest rate of all the West of England authorities and is 
considerably lower than the rate for England (8.1%). The graph shows that the unemployment rate in South 
Gloucestershire has consistently remained below the national and sub-regional averages. 
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Source: ONS Annual Population Survey, Workplace analysis 



 
Known job losses and job gains in South Gloucestershire – June 2012  
 
Job gains Job losses 
New gains – not previously reported  New losses – not previously reported 
 

Glenside Manor Healthcare (Winterbourne), Halfords Autocentre 
(Longwell Green), Tool Station (Longwell Green), Edge Tax Consultancy 
(Vantage Park, Winterbourne), Seddon Construction (Aztec West), A La 
Carte Flooring (Almondsbury), Mitchell’s Chartered Accountants 
(Almondsbury), Windhager UK (Marshfield) 
 

 
Birthdays (Yate), Hewlett Packard (Stoke Gifford), Johnson Dry 
Cleaners, DVLA (Stoke Gifford) 29 jobs 

Gains – reported in previous briefings  Losses – reported in previous briefings 
 

Willowbrook Shopping Centre (Bradley Stoke) Harvester, Boots, 
Santander and Ocean Estate Agents 100 jobs; MoD (Filton) 3400 new 
jobs incl. relocations 2009/11; Europa (Thornbury) 200 jobs; 
Eurogiciel/Etiq (Almondsbury) 40 jobs; BAE Systems (Filton) 250 jobs 
over 4 years; Waitrose (Chipping Sodbury) 160 jobs est.; Tesco (Yate) 
170 new jobs from store expansion 2011; Co-operative Legal Services 
(Almondsbury) 30 jobs; Commcam (Aztec West) 4 jobs (to expand later 
on in the year); Burger King (Aust services) 5 jobs; LV (Aztec West) 10 
jobs; Company X (Aztec West) 8 jobs; FRP Advisory (Stoke Gifford) 
unknown number of jobs; Company X (Emmerson’s Green) potential 
800+ jobs  -2013-2015; Hitachi Rail (Stoke Gifford) potential 300+ jobs -
2013-2015; Company X Yate potential 40 jobs – Late 2011 / Early 2012; 
ASDA (Abbey Wood retail redevelopment) 400 jobs; MS Therapy Centre 
(Bradley Stoke) unknown number of jobs; Scottish Power (Severnside) 
100 jobs 2013-2015; UWE Stadium (Abbey Wood) unknown number of 
jobs, M&S Food Store (Yate) unknown number of jobs, Argos (Bradley 
Stoke) unknown number of jobs,Yankee Candle (Thornbury / 
Severnside), Poundland (Yate), Brightside (Aust), Wetherspoon (Yate) 
17 jobs, Harveys Furniture Depot (Severnside) 
 
 

GE Capital (Aztec West) 20 redundancies; RBS (Aztec West) 300 job 
losses ; Astra Zeneca (Severnside) 80 job losses; AXA (Stoke Gifford) 
international job losses - local numbers unconfirmed; RSK (Latteridge) 
staff transferred to Bristol office; City of Bristol College (South 
Glos/Bristol) 95 job losses; South Gloucestershire Council 317 FTE job 
losses; Hewlett Packard (Stoke Gifford) 1,500 job losses nationwide, 
local numbers unconfirmed; Hayes Independent Hospital (Pilning) 
Possible 24 redundancies; Nationwide Media Group (Filton) 12 jobs; 
Balfour Beatty (Aztec West) 30-40 jobs relocating to Newcastle; Stokes 
Greengrocers (72 job losses across Bristol area. Branch in Staple Hill 
closed.); Bristol Cars (Patchway) closure - 27 job losses; Tulip 
(Westerleigh) potentially 60 job losses (was 140); Friend Provident 
(Stoke Gifford) 79 jobs Aug 2011; South Gloucestershire Council 370 
jobs; ACS Info (Yate) – closed 30 jobs; Yate Bathrooms – unknown 
number of job losses; Hazlehurst Care Home (Filton) 10 redundancies; 
TJ Hughes (Abbey Wood) closure – 60 job losses; Somerfield (Staple 
Hill) – 15 job losses; Southern Cross Care Home (Wickwar) - unknown 
number of jobs,, BAe Systems (Filton) 74 job losses, Everything 
Everywhere (Orange) 246 job losses March 2012, RBS (Aztec West) 400 
job losses, DHL – Morrisons Distribution (Yate) 325 April 2012, 
Peacocks (Yate & Bradley Stoke) circa 30 job losses, Company X (Yate) 
15 job losses, Company Y (Stoke Gifford) 24 job losses, Company Z 
(Aztec West) 50 job losses, Clinton Cards 
 

Please note: the table above contains information that is gathered from press articles and data provided informally by companies and 
partners.  It is not a comprehensive or accurate reflection of the job losses and gains in South Gloucestershire.  It is only intended as 
an illustration of the current employer landscape.  Newly discovered gains and losses are detailed at the top of the table.  
 
Accumulative West of England notified redundancies 
 

In March (the latest available data), the West 
of England Employability Group / Job Centre 
Plus were notified of 149 new redundancies 
across the West of England area.  This brings 
the total number of redundancies this calendar 
year to 422 - a lower number than was 
recorded in the corresponding period for the 
previous two years.  
 

Notified Redundancies by Sector 
 

Sectors that have been hardest hit by 
redundancies in the West of England sub-
region continue to be wholesale, retail trades 
and motor trades, manufacturing and financial 
and insurance activities. This has been a 
consistent trend spanning over 2 years.  
 
 
 

Please note: information on redundancies in this 
format will no longer be available. We are seeking 
alternative data for future briefings. 

 

West of England Annual Cummulative Redundancy Notifications
 March 2012
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Source: West of England Employability Group / Job Centre Plus 

 



 

Adult qualifications  
 

Qualifications of working age residents 

29.3%

41.4% 42.2%
35.1% 32.7%

37.8%

53.8%

64.7%
57.7% 57.6%

52.4%
57.9%

75.2%
80.7%

70.5% 69.5%
74.3%76.4%

87.4% 90.3%

81.6% 82.8%
85.6%88.6%

7.4% 5.6%
12.5% 10.4%9%

5.8%

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

South Gloucestershire Bath and North East
Somerset

Bristol North Somerset West of England EnglandP
ro
po

rt
io
n 
of
 r
es
id
en
t p

op
ul
at
io
n 
of
 a
re
a 
ag
ed
 (1
6-

64
) 

NVQ4 and above NVQ3 and above NVQ2 and above NVQ1 and above No qualifications
 

Source: NOMIS ONS Annual population survey (December 2011) 
 

The proportion of residents in South Gloucestershire who attained the equivalent of an NVQ Level 4 or above 
qualification increased from 28% in 2010 to 29.3% in 2011. This is lower than the rest of the West of England 
and the national figure.  NVQ Level 3 or above skills are also lower in South Gloucestershire than the rest of 
the West of England, although slightly higher than across England. 
 

NEETS – young people not in education, employment or training  
 

In June 2012, the proportion 16 to 19 year olds who were classed as NEET stood at 5.0% (496 young 
people).  
 
It is a priority for the government to reduce the levels of NEET in the UK as high levels can co-relate to lower 
standards of living in later life, teenage parenthood, low income and unemployment.  South Gloucestershire 
Council continues to work closely with local school sixth forms, colleges and training providers to offer young 
people a range of activities and projects, many of which are personalised to meet the specific and individual 
needs of this group of young people.  In June 2012, the government awarded a three year contract for the 
delivery of the Youth Contract to a south west training provider which will focus on 16 to 17-year-old NEETs 
with no A*-to-C GCSEs who are at the highest risk of long-term disengagement.  The council is working 
closely with the successful provider to ensure that the programme aligns with existing provision locally, but 
most importantly offers the additional support required for this disengaged group of young people to move into 
education, training or work with training. 
 

Proportion of young people not in education, employment or training
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Source: South Gloucestershire Council, Children and Young People Department via the local authority Client Caseload Information System-CCIS 

 
* The figures shown from March to June 2012 are not comparable to those preceding this which measured 16-18 
year olds only.  
 
 
 



Small business start ups  
 

In South Gloucestershire 140 new small businesses started up in June 2012.  
 

According to the data from a BankSearch survey, the number of small businesses starting up during the first 
six months of this year compared with the corresponding period of last year. 
 

South Gloucestershire accounted for 4.2% of all start-ups across the South West. 
 

In June 2012 across all the English districts the average number of starts was 107. 
 

Small business 
start-ups 

Limited 
Companies Sole Traders Other Start-

ups 
Commercial 
Enterprises Not For Profit Total 

June 2012 61 47 14 122 18 140  
 
Filton saw the most start-ups; Thornbury South and 
Alveston saw the least.  

 
The top 3 industries account for 54.3% of the starts 
 

 

 
Top 3 
industries 

June 
2012 

Real estate, 
professional 
services & 
support 
activities 

36 

Wholesale & 
retail trade 23 
Construction 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source:  BankSearch, 2012 
 

Housing  
 

House Price Index – May 2012  
 
 
 
 

 House Price Index Average house price (£) Annual change 

South Gloucestershire 268.1 £175,658 -0.3% 
England and Wales  259.5 £161,677 -0.6% 

 

Source: Land Registry: July 2012  
 

Average house price and sales volumes 
 

The average house price in South Gloucestershire has remained fairly static over the past year. There has 
been an increase in sales volumes since January to March 2012 – rising from 244 to 325 (the latest available 
data).  

South Gloucestershire average house price and sales volumes
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Source:  Land Registry: July 2012 

 
 
 



Live applications on the South Gloucestershire housing register  
 
In June 2012, there were 9,581 
live applications on the South 
Gloucestershire housing register. 
This is 1155 (13.7%) more than 
the corresponding period last 
year. The graph shows that since 
April 2012, there has been a 
slight reduction in the number of 
live applicants. This is due to the 
introduction of cancelling 
applications where a bid has not 
been made within a 12 month 
period, in accordance with the 
HomeChoice lettings policy.   
 

 

Live applications on the South Gloucestershire Housing Register 

9,581

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

A
pr

-0
9

M
ay

-0
9

Ju
n-

09
Ju

l-0
9

A
ug

-0
9

S
ep

-0
9

O
ct

-0
9

N
ov

-0
9

D
ec

-0
9

Ja
n-

10
Fe

b-
10

M
ar

-1
0

A
pr

-1
0

M
ay

-1
0

Ju
n-

10
Ju

l-1
0

A
ug

-1
0

S
ep

-1
0

O
ct

-1
0

N
ov

-1
0

D
ec

-1
0

Ja
n-

11
Fe

b-
11

M
ar

-1
1

A
pr

-1
1

M
ay

-1
1

Ju
n-

11
Ju

l-1
1

A
ug

-1
1

S
ep

-1
1

O
ct

-1
1

N
ov

-1
1

D
ec

-1
1

Ja
n-

12
Fe

b-
12

M
ar

-1
2

A
pr

-1
2

M
ay

-1
2

Ju
n-

12

N
um

be
r o

f a
pp

lic
an

ts
 

 
Source:  South Gloucestershire Council, Community Care & Housing 

 

Housing benefit and council tax benefit claims in South Gloucestershire 
 

The processing of new housing benefit and/or council tax benefit claims is currently taking 36 days 
and the caseload is increasing. 
 

 

Accepted homelessness applications in South Gloucestershire  
 
The number of households 
approaching the council with 
housing problems continues to 
be high. The number of 
homeless duties accepted 
during the last three months 
has increased slightly when 
compared with the same period 
in 2011 and the main cause of 
homelessness remains 
households being asked to 
leave properties in the private 
rented sector. We continue to 
work closely with households 
approaching the service and 
work to prevent homelessness 
wherever possible. 
 

 

Accepted homelessness applications in South Gloucestershire 
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Source: South Gloucestershire Council, Community Care & Housing 

 
 

Inward investment 
 

In June 2012, the council’s 
economic development team 
was handling 57 live enquires 
from businesses about 
available business property in 
the district. This has reduced 
since the last reporting period 
due to quicker processing times 
of enquiries.  
 
In the period from April - June 
2012, there were 45 new 
enquiries compared to 30 
during the same period in 2011, 
an increase of 50%.  
 

 

South Gloucestershire inward investment property 
enquiries recieved
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Source: South Gloucestershire Council, Economic Development Team 

 



Debt advice 
 
Debt management is measured via a council contract with South Gloucestershire Advice Consortium. The 
measure relates to the number of South Gloucestershire clients advised and is a snapshot of the overall need. 
A total of 1,111 residents were advised on welfare benefit and debt issues during the first quarter of 2012/13. 
 
During this period, £2,394,923 of debt was managed. This is recorded as the total debt the client owed at the 
start of the case, which was ‘under control’ at the end of the process. 
 

Source: South Gloucestershire Council, Safer and Stronger Division 
 

Crime  
 

Crime has been falling in South Gloucestershire for the last five years and current crime rates are lower than 
both the national and regional averages.  Acquisitive crime has not increased as a result of the current 
economic situation and due to a combination of dealing with local offenders and crime prevention initiatives 
there were nearly 500 fewer serious acquisitive crimes during the last twelve months than there were in the 
twelve months previous. Levels of serious acquisitive crime are significantly low compared to historical 
figures, and are projected to keep falling.   

Recorded crime in South Gloucestershire
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Note: Acquisitive crime includes burglary, robbery and vehicle crime (Source Avon and Somerset Police) 
Key headlines from news and local press (April – July 2012)  
Please note:  This is a summary of local press coverage.  The press clippings are uncorroborated and are 
shown only to inform readers of local economic media coverage. 
 

Green heating firm moves to village base  Western Daily Press 19/07/12  
Expanding biomass firm Windhager UK has moved its UK head office to Marshfield, near Bath with a jobs boost also likely. Windhager 
says it has outgrown its premises at Bumpers Farm, Chippenham.  
Science Park welcomes top Govt adviser for talks on advanced 
manufacturing 

Bristol Business news 18/07/12 

Professor John Perkins, chief scientific advisor at the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills, joined 30 guests from the 
advanced manufacturing sector for a broad-ranging discussion over lunch at the park with the theme of encouraging growth in the 
sector. Professor Perkins, who had earlier visited Airbus’s wing design and engineering facility at Filton, later toured the National 
Composites Centre on the science park 
 MOD plan for procurement to go private  Western Daily Press 18/07/12  
The Ministry of Defence’s massive Abbey Wood complex could be run by a private company, ministers announced yesterday. Most of 
the 10,000 workforce would become private-sector employees under the shake-up, with a contractor brought in to manage the 
organisation.  
 Landmark former factory to be knocked down  The Post 16/07/12  
A derelict factory in the heart of Bitton looks set to be demolished to make way for a new housing estate. The former foundry and 
paper mill has been left empty for years but now the Canadian owners, the Stronach Group, are hoping to sell the site to housing 
developers.  
Rovers stadium set for approval  The Post 12/07/12  
Bristol Rover’s new £40m stadium is set to gain approval in seven days time. Planning officers have recommended that South 
Gloucestershire councillors give the scheme the go-ahead.  
Jobs boost as major Severnside warehouse scheme gains approval Bristol Business news 10/07/12 
A major warehouse development at Severnside near Bristol, which could create up to 500 jobs, has received planning consent. The 
38,000 sq m centre – roughly the size of nine football pitches – is made up of two storage and distribution units which will be built on 



land at the rear of Tesco’s new 500,000 sq ft distribution unit close to the M49 
 Chinese and French firms in new reactors bid  BBC News 09/07/12, WDP 11/07/12  
New nuclear power stations could be built on Anglesey and at Oldbury, near Bristol by a joint French and Chinese group. The Areva 
group and China Guangdong Nuclear Power Corporation (CGNPC) group are to bid for the Horizon project.  
 Coming soon to a station near you  The Post 06/07/12  
The £100m Bristol Metro train network which will bring massive improvements to local railways is to go ahead with the first services 
running by 2016. It comes as a result of the City Deal agreed between local council and the Government which was announced 
yesterday  
29 jobs to be axed as DVLA office to close  The Post 05/07/12  
The Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency’s Bristol office in Stoke Gifford is to close with the loss of 29 jobs.  
Dry cleaner plans to close more than 20% of its stores  Western Daily Press 05/07/12  
The UK’s largest dry cleaning chain is to axe more than a fifth of its stores this year in a move that will trigger hundreds of job losses. 
Johnson Service Group said it will close 100 of its 460 Johnson Cleaners stores. Johnson has a presence on many West Country high 
streets.  
Financial services firm moves to newly-refurbished offices  The Post 04/07/12, WDP 05/07/12  
Financial services firm Jelf have moved into the South Gloucestershire council offices in Chipping Sodbury. Hillside Court was 
previously occupied by the council until two years ago.  
Drinks wholesaler plans national expansion after £50m backing  The Post 04/07/12,  
Bristol-based drinks firm Matthew Clark is planning a major expansion after landing £50m worth of financial backing.  
 Airbus staff fears over us plant  Western Daily Press 04/07/12  
Bosses at aeroplane manufacturer Airbus have moved to quell fears about the firm’s announcement it is to open its first factory in the 
US. There is concerns at the company’s plant in Filton that some of its work is about to be moved overseas.  
 Cribbs rival matches plan for expansion  Western Daily Press 29/06/12  
A second major shopping centre in the West has unveiled huge new expansion plans, just two days after Cribbs Causeway revealed 
their plans. The Mcarthurglen Designer Outlet Village in Swindon’s old railway works, has applied for planning permission for a £35m 
new extension that would see more than 50,000 sq ft of extra retail space.  
Don’t make airfield a Bradley Stoke  The Post 28/06/12  
Filton Airfield could provide a golden opportunity to help ease chronic traffic congestion on the northern fringe of the city, a public 
inquiry has been told. The airfield is due to close at the end of the year and South Gloucestershire has already paved the way for 
thousands of new homes to be built there. Nigel Hutchings, commerce director at Business West, said he hoped the airfield would not 
become another small town like Bradley Stoke.  
 Expansion plan for mall at Cribbs  The Post 27/06/12  
A multi-million pound scheme which would see a massive expansion of The Mall shopping centre at Cribbs Causeway has been given 
a universal thumbs down by neighbouring councils. The Mall is looking to increase in size by almost two-thirds in a bid to establish 
itself as the leading shopping destination in the South West.  
Angry residents prepare for fresh battle over plans for superstore  Evening Post 19/06/12  
A campaign has been launched to stop Tesco from trying to build a superstore on a derelict patch of land in Hanham. The 
supermarket chain wanted to build a new store on the former Kleeneze site behind the High Street. But councillors threw out the 
scheme in December 2009 after an outcry by local residents.  
Company can look forward to a brighter future  Evening post 20/06/12  
The South Gloucestershire corporate finance advisory team at Crowe Clark Whitehill advised shareholders of LB Bentley on its recent 
sale. The Gloucestershire based supplier of subsea values has been bought out by Severn Glocon Group a global firm.  
Mitie buys Norwegian contracts  The post 13/06/12  
Bristol-based firm Mitie has acquired the facilities management business of Norwegian business Dalkia Energy & Technical Services 
AS in a £1m deal.  
Accountants open new office  The post 13/06/12  
Chartered accountants Mitchells have opened a new office at the Aztec Business Park in Almondsbury, South Gloucestershire.  
Date is set for planning decision on new rovers stadium  The post 13/06/12  
The date has been fixed for South Gloucestershire councillors to decide whether to grant planning permission for Bristol Rover’s new 
£40m stadium on the northern fringe of the city. They will meet on July 19th.  
Industry woes worsen with output blow  Western daily press 13/06/12  
Hopes of an end to Britain’s recession woes were dashed yesterday when official figures showed that the manufacturing sector 
suffered a shock fall in output during April. The Office for National Statistics revealed a 0.7% drop in manufacturing output between 
March and April.  
Airbus lands deal for 100 new fuel-efficient planes  The post 11/06/12  
Aeroplane manufacturer Airbus has landed a mammoth order for 100 new aircraft, worth an estimated £6.5bn. Norwegian, one of the 
biggest budget airlines in Europe, has ordered 100 A320 neos.  
Deal saves four Clinton cards shops from closure  The post, wdp 08/06/12  
Four greetings card shops from the collapsed Clinton Cards chain in the Bristol area have been saved in a deal with the 
administrators. US-based American Greetings yesterday bought a total of 397 stores from the administrators. The Broadmead, Cribbs 
Causeway, Longwell Green and Weston-super-Mare branches are included.  
Eco minded landlords should invest now in solar installations  06/06/12  
New research conducted by DTZ has revealed a 50% fall in the price of solar photovoltaic installations (PV) in the past 12 to 15 
months. Falling prices mean it is now cheaper than ever for landlords to install electricity generating panels, despite recent changes to 
the Feed in Tariff.  
Bristol property market ‘well placed’ for recovery  Commercial news 30/05/12, insider 01/06/12  
Bristol is well-placed to emerge from recession with a healthy property market, the audience at DTZ’s Money into Property event was 
told yesterday. They were told that when recovery comes, Bristol will be one of the few markets to benefit over and above the 
average.  
Next round in Tesco’s fight to build store in Hanham  This is Bristol 29/05/12  
Tesco has submitted plans for a store on the derelict Kleeneze factory site in Hanham. The application for the site on Anstey Road 
has been submitted more than two years after a similar application was refused.  
Fears for jobs at computer firm  Western daily press, the post 25/05/12  
Staff in Bristol working for computer firm Hewlett Packard face an uncertain future after the company announced a massive round of 
global job cuts. The American company plans to make 27,000 redundant worldwide.  
Final touches to new pub in Yate  The Post 23/05/12  



Pub operator JD Wetherspoon is putting the final touches to a new pub in Yate ahead of its opening at the end of the month. The pub, 
to be called Thorn’s Farm, has been created on the site of four former shop units in South Parade.  
Demand for retail space remains defiantly robust  The Post 23/05/12  
Property firm British Land whose portfolio includes some of the UK’s biggest shopping centres said demand for its retail space 
remained robust despite faltering consumer confidence.  
Science park enjoys huge demand  The Post 23/05/12, WDP 24/05/12  
The recently opened Science Park in Emerson’s Green has already proved to be a big hit with companies. The first part of the scheme 
has already been filled thanks to high demand from firms in the area. The ground floor of the Innovation Centre at the Science Park 
has filled up twice as quickly as originally expected by the developer Quantum Property Partnership. Demand is also high for space in 
the 25,000 sq ft Grow On Centre.  
Merger could see milk giant based in Bristol  The Post 23/05/12  
The biggest firm in the UK’s dairy sector is likely to be based in Bristol, following the merger of two of the biggest players in the 
industry. Bristol-based (Stoke Gifford) co-operative Milk Link has announced it is planning a merger with Arla Foods and the move will 
create a £2bn business.  
Rapid transport plans made public  The Post 18/05/12  
Detailed plans for the new multi-million pound rapid transit system which will connect the north and south of Bristol have been made 
public for the first time. The route will include a new bridge over the River Avon New Cut at Southville, a new junction on the M32, two 
new park and ride schemes in South Gloucestershire and a new interchange at Stoke Gifford.  
Four birthdays stores to close  The Post 17/05/12  
Four Birthdays greeting cards shops in the Bristol area are to close after administrators for parent company Clinton Cards axed the 
chain. Branches in the Galleries shopping centre and Broadmead, as well as shops in Yate and Weston-super-Mare will close.  
Flooring firm moves into park  The Post 16/05/12, WDP 17/05/12  
A major refurbishment programme worth more than £500,000 is being carried out at a Bristol business park. A new tenant, A La Carte 
Flooring, has already moved into one of the units at Quadrant Park in Almondsbury.  
Offices praised for ‘lifting the spirits of workers’  The Post 16/05/12  
Two buildings in Bristol have been singled out for awards under a national scheme. Bristol & Bath Science Park won distinction as 
best commercial work place. The best corporate workspace prize went to Horizon House, the new headquarters for The Environment 
Agency.  
Academy design aims to inspire its pupils  The Post 16/05/12  
Plans have been unveiled for the £19m redevelopment of one of the Bristol area’s largest schools. Work is due to start on The 
Riding’s Federation Winterbourne International Academy’s buildings in August and is due to be finished by the end of 2014.  
Science Park rated best workplace in regional office awards Bristol Business news 14/05/12 
Bristol & Bath Science Park is to compete in the British Council for Offices (BCO) National Awards after being named the South 
West’s Best Commercial Workplace in the regional heats. 
Green shoots as work starts on eco-homes  The Post 10/05/12  
Work has restarted on the ground breaking “green” homes project at Hanham Hall on the outskirts of Bristol. A total of 185 energy 
efficient homes are being built by Barratt Homes on the 12-acre site.  
Britain’s biggest robot lab opens for business in Bristol Bristol Business news 10/05/12 
Bristol Robotics Laboratory (BRL), the largest robotics laboratory of its type in the UK, has been formally opened by David Willetts, 
Minister for Universities and Science. The £1.65m laboratory – a partnership between the University of the West of England and the 
University of Bristol – is located at UWE's Frenchay campus. 
Clinton collapse puts 8,000 at risk  Western daily Press, the post 10/05/12  
More than 8,000 jobs are on the line after Clinton Cards became the latest casualty of the high street spending slump.  
Expanding building firm opens new office  The Post 09/05/12  
Building firm Seddon Construction has opened a new Bristol office at Aztec West Business Park to cope with its continuing expansion 
across South West England and South Wales.  
Rapid office deal signals improving commercial property market Bristol Business news 30/04/12 
A two-storey office building in North Bristol has been let within five weeks of becoming vacant – an unusually fast turnaround and a 
positive sign of the improving health of the commercial market in Bristol, according to agents Jones Lang LaSalle 
Retail site secures first tenants  The Post 25/04/12, WDP 26/04/12  
IM Properties has signed pre-let agreements with Halfords Autocentres and Tool Station for the retail park at Longwell Green Trade 
Park in Bristol. IM has planning permission for the 18,000 sq ft self-storage unit at the prime trade park. Halfords and Tool Station 
have both confirmed they will take 4,000 sq ft units.  
Homes on cards as football club plans expansion  The Post 24/04/12  
Up to 200 homes are being proposed as part of plans to upgrade Yate Town Football Club. Some land is also earmarked for 
employment use under the scheme for a site between Lodge Road, Dyer’s Lane and North Road. The club is working with Bloor 
Homes and Sydney Freed (Holdings) on the project.  
New owner for scandal-hit care home building  The Post 24/04/12  
A new company, Glenside Manor Healthcare, is taking over the building near Bradley Stoke where scandal-hit care home 
Winterbourne View was based.  
‘Big shed’ developers get ready for an upturn The Post 18/04/12  
Developers of large warehouses – so-called big sheds – are starting to buy sites in the West, positioning themselves for an upturn in 
demand, according to commercial property advisors GVA. 
Bristol aerospace work helps profits take off at GKN The Post 18/04/12  
Engineering group GKN today reported a 19% rise in first-quarter profits, with its Bristol-based aerospace interests contributing 
strongly.  The aerospace division, which makes wing parts for Airbus at its plants at Filton and Avonmouth, achieved a 13% rise in 
trading profits to £36m during the period on sales 5% higher at £370m. 
Rolls-Royce’s Bristol plant poised to gain from Cameron u-turn over 
fighter aircraft 

The Post 18/04/12  

Bristol-based aero-engineers working on Rolls-Royce's innovative short take-off and vertical landing (STOVL) technology are 
expected to benefit from a politically-embarrassing U-turn by David Cameron over the UK's next-generation fighter aircraft. 
We’ll be paying Severn Bridge toll longer  Evening Post 17/04/12  
The firm which owns the two Severn Bridges has struck a deal to operate its controversial tolls for longer. The French owners of the 
bridges charge car drivers £6 per day, which are among the highest tolls in the country.  
Jump-jet deal could take off  Evening Post 17/04/12  
Hundreds of jobs are expected to be secured by a government contract worth hundreds of millions of pounds for engine maker Rolls-



Royce. The Ministry of Defence is said to be planning to buy a “jump-jet” version of the new Joint Strike Fighter plane for its two new 
aircraft carriers.  
93% in favour of new rovers stadium  Evening Post 16/04/12  
Bristol Rovers has won overwhelming support for its plans for a new £40m stadium on the northern edge of the city. The city council’s 
website shows more than 93% are in favour of the plans with 535 comments of support. There are just 35 objections.  
Cameron applauds Bristol aero workers as airbus lands indonesian 
order 

Bristol Business News 13/04/12  

Prime Minister David Cameron this week praised Bristol’s Airbus workers after attending the signing of a deal to sell 11 of the 
aerospace giant’s A330-300 wide-body aircraft to Garuda Indonesia, the country’s national carrier. 
Composite centre adds pioneering manufacturer to its roster Bristol Business News 11/04/12  
Advanced manufacturer Hexcel, a pioneer in developing adhesives and composite materials for the aerospace and defence 
industries, has become the latest UK firm to join Bristol’s National Composites Centre (NCC). 
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