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AVON EXTENSIVE URBAN SURVEY 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT REPORT 
 

MARSHFIELD 
 
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1  The aims of the report 
The Extensive Urban Areas Survey was commissioned by English Heritage in October 
1995. Marshfield is one of six areas surveyed within South Gloucestershire. 
This document is a desk-based study of the archaeological resource surviving in the 
town and its immediate environs.  It includes an assessment of below ground 
archaeological remains, standing buildings and the historic plan form of the town.  It 
considers the development of the town within a standard chronological framework and 
where possible, the site areas mentioned in the text are identified on a modern map 
base of the town.  The maps are contained at the end of this report. 
The archaeological assessment report provides the basis for new planning guidance 
for the historic environment of Marshfield, as set out in the strategy document for South 
Gloucestershire. 

1.2  Major sources of evidence 
Marshfield is one of the 6 small medieval towns in Avon studied by Leech in 1975.  He 
synthesised map, documentary and archaeological information, and identified key 
areas where further research was needed.  Marshfield is unique because a number of 
these questions were addressed less than 10 years later, as part of an archaeological 
survey of Marshfield parish directed by Vince Russett (1982-84, published 1985). 

Marshfield is not covered by the Victoria County History series.  The town first appears 
on the Dodington estate map of 1770 (Gloucestershire Record Office D1610/P43); it is 
diagrammatic but clearly shows the layout of the town and its principal features.  The 
Tithe map of 1841 is the first detailed and accurate record of the town, and it formed 
the basis for analysis of the plan form.  The 1882 and 1904 Ordnance Survey maps 
were also consulted, although the level of development was relatively low.  

Both Leech and Russett have written in some detail about the medieval development of 
the town.  The conclusions they reached are based largely on the Tithe map of 1841, 
topographical features and place names.  Unfortunately, the major landowners during 
the medieval period were Keynsham and Tewkesbury Abbeys, and little documentation 
for these religious houses has survived.  In particular, there appear to be no surviving 
cartularies or surveys.  The absence of medieval documentation for the town has 
prevented the analytical study of ownership patterns and usage such as those currently 
underway for Wells (Scrase 1994).  

Although no documentary research was carried out as part of this survey, there is 
scope for further work on post-medieval sources.  The Codrington archive in the 
Gloucester Record Office is an exceptionally rich source of information about the major 
manor during this period, up until its sale in 1843, recording thousands of land 
transactions and leases.  Smaller archives of material are held by New College Oxford 
(in the Bodleian Library) and in the Wiltshire Record Office. 
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No major archaeological work is known to have occurred within the village.  This is 
largely because of the low level of development and protection by a Conservation area.  
There have been a number of minor proposed developments in recent years, but no 
significant archaeological features have been recorded as a result of watching briefs. 

1.3 A brief history of Marshfield 

Marshfield lies at the southern edge of the Cotswolds, about 550m above sea level on 
the broad flat Marshfield plateau.  This area has thin easily drained soils suited to 
arable farming.  Wetter pasture land lies to the north west in the valley of the 
Broadmead Brook, and to the south-west in the valley of the St. Catherine’s Brook.  The 
town is also close to the steep sided wooded valley of the Duncombe Brook.  There are 
no watercourses which pass directly through the town but, as the names of the valleys 
suggest, there are several brooks close to it which drain the land, eventually flowing 
into the River Avon. 

In addition to its good physiographical location, Marshfield is just 14.5 km north of Bath, 
and 21 km to the east to Bristol.  It lay on a major medieval cross-country route from 
London to Bristol, and its eastern parish boundary is marked out by the major Roman 
road, the Fosse Way.  This boundary was also the meeting point of the old counties of 
Gloucestershire and Wiltshire.  Somerset lies to the south of Marshfield.  Indeed, the 
name Marshfield is recorded in Domesday Book (1086) as Merefeld, which is translated 
from old English 'mares-feld' as 'a tract of open land on the boundary' (Morris 1982). 

Although a thick scatter of Roman farmsteads was identified by the parish survey, they 
do not seem to have contributed significantly to the present landscape, with the 
possible exception of the sites at Westend Town, Beeks Farm, Oakford and the 
western end of Marshfield itself, where there is a possibility of settlement continuity into 
the medieval period. 

From evidence of adjoining Saxon charters, the royal estate of Marshfield may have 
been in its present form by AD 931, when its western border is described.  Most of its 
boundary is marked by ancient or natural features, as would be expected in this case. 

The Domesday entry for the Marshfield has been translated by Morris: 

‘In Edderstone Hundred.  Queen Edith held Marshfield.  14 hides.  In lordship 5 
ploughs; 36 villagers and 13 smallholders with 30 ploughs.  18 slaves.  A priest has 
one of these hides.  Before 1066 it paid £35; now £47’ (Morris 1982). 

He suggests that a small one hide holding was accidentally omitted, because the 
prevalence of the 5-hide unit of assessment makes 15 a more likely total.  He notes 
that throughout the middle ages there is evidence of a small manor, variously called 
‘West’, ‘Little’ or ‘Old’ Marshfield, which was independent of the main manor given by 
the Earl of Gloucester to Keynsham Abbey c.1168.  He suggests that this small manor 
may have been the one hide holding omitted at Domesday.   (Morris 1982: 1, 20) 

The first references to Marshfield relate to the ownership of the manor.  It passed to the 
Bishops of Wells shortly after Domesday, and subsequently Bishop John de Villula 
gave it to Bath Priory in 1106 (Rudder 1779).  It was passed to the Earl of Gloucester 
and then to the Abbot and convent of Keynsham, who retained it until the Dissolution in 
the 1530s.  A subsidiary manor that passed to the abbey of Tewkesbury was 
apparently based on the hamlet of Westend Town.  The medieval fields of Marshfield 
may have been laid out at a comparatively early date: reference to fields occur on its 
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western border as early as the AD 931 charter, suggesting that arable cultivation had 
reached the parish boundary by the 10th century. 

In 1234 the Abbot tried and failed to obtain a charter for a fair of three days and weekly 
Tuesday market in Marshfield because of objections from Bristolians (Calendar Court 
Rolls 1231-4).  Thirty years later (1265) he tried again and this time it was granted 
(Finberg 1957: 86).  The burgage plots, market area and High Street are thought to 
have been laid out around this date (Leech 1975: 15).  This marked a period of growth 
for Marshfield, and by 1334 it was the fourth most prosperous town in the county, after 
Bristol, Gloucester and Cirencester (ibid.).  In 1462 a charter added another fair and 
changed the market day to Friday. 

Other written sources point to the character of the economy; despite the growth of a 
nucleated settlement, the wealth of the parish would have depended largely on working 
the land.  In a writ of Free Warren granted to the Abbot by the King, around 1280, it is 
significant that the Abbot was granted the taxes of bread and beer in the town (Public 
Record Office, Placita de quo Warranto).  It suggests that barley was an important part 
of the economy by the late 13th century.  Traditionally the prosperity of medieval towns 
in the Cotswolds such as Marshfield has been attributed to the trade in wool.  While 
there may be some truth in this, it is significant there are no references to sheep in any 
of the surviving medieval documents for Marshfield (Russett 1985: 43). 

By the 15th century there is evidence that barley was being grown for malting.  This 
process converted barley grain into fermentable material, which would have been sold 
for brewing ale.  The grain was soaked, allowed to begin to germinate, and then killed 
by heating it in special premises called 'malthouses'.   These buildings had space to 
spread out the wet germinating grain and a system for passing hot air through it.  
Malting was first documented in 1458 in the Calendar of Patent Rolls: a charge of 
trespass was given to 'Richard Porter of Marshfield (town) maltman'.  The early 
development of Marshfield as a malting centre probably occurred because of the high 
quality of barley that could be grown on the shallow soils of the southern Cotswolds 
Uplands (Fulligar 1970: 4).  Later references indicate that malting was probably 
seasonal, with maltmen having other occupations during the year. 

After the dissolution of Keynsham and Tewkesbury Abbeys in 1539 the written 
evidence relating to the parish of Marshfield increases, as the established order is 
changed and recorded.  The manor of Marshfield was acquired by the Gostlett family, 
and rapidly split into component manors, of which at least three (Oakford, Ayford and 
Oldfield) seem to have already been semi-autonomous, with their own field systems.  It 
is not clear how early this occurred, but jurors lists from the early 14th century treat 
Marshfield, Westend Town, Oakford and Ayford as settlements of equal status.  Russett 
has drawn together some of these references and presented a rough sketch of the 
parish landscape around c1600 (1985: 85); the most striking feature is the division into 
two huge fields, the North field and South field.  These open fields of Marshfield were 
eventually enclosed by agreement over about 300 years, resulting in the recognisable 
aratral-curved field systems still visible today. 

Marshfield became an important place in the post-medieval period because it was the 
first stage on Bristol-London stage coach route.  In the 18th century there were at least 
12 inns in the town, while a modern sign has replaced an old stone in the High Street 
informing the traveller that it is ‘103 miles from Hyde Park Corner’ (Alexander 1981: 45).  
The main road through Marshfield was turnpiked in the 18th century and there were two 
toll houses in the town, of which only the west end one survives.  
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The malting industry appears to have prospered greatly in the post-medieval period.  By 
1608 there were 21 maltmen recorded out of 147 men quoted, the most numerous 
description aside from labourers (Sutton 1980).  Various references to 'maltmen' can be 
found in deeds from the mid-17th century onwards, and the industry appears to have 
peaked in the early 18th century, when certain individuals are referred to many times 
(Russett 1985: 86).  However, by the end of the 18th century malting appears to have 
been in decline.  In his County History written in 1779, Rudder writes that: 

' the business of making malt to supply the cities of Bath and Bristol was formerly 
very great here ... and though it has been for some time declining, yet it is still pretty 
considerable’ (Rudder 1779: 537). 

The demise of the malting industry appears to mirror the fortunes of the parish: there 
was in effect no significant development there between the 17th century and the late 
20th, when the role of the town as a local centre declined, and its economic 
dependence on Bath and Bristol became total.  During the 19th century maltings were 
developed elsewhere to produce malt on a very large scale, but there is no evidence of 
this happening in Marshfield where even the largest known maltings were still on a 
small scale (Fulligar 1990: 5). 

Marshfield was 6 km from the nearest railway, which contributed to its stagnation in the 
later 19th century.  The industrial revolution passed the town by, and as a result it has 
retained its medieval character largely unchanged.   The commercial life of the town 
was typical of a small country town, with smithies, cooperages, timber yards and hat 
making recorded among other industries in the mid 19th century (Kelly’s County 
Directory 1897).  Sadly, most of these industries have left little archaeological trace. 

1.4 Population 

1551 500 communicants (Percival n.d.) 
1563 62 households (Percival n.d.) 
1603 561 communicants (Percival n.d.) 
1650 200 families (Percival n.d.) 
1676 600 communicants and 50 nonconformists (Percival n.d.) 
1712 800 inhabitants (Percival n.d.) 
1779 1,237 inhabitants (Rudder 1779) 
1801 1,246 inhabitants (Percival n.d.) 
1861 1,742 inhabitants (Kelly’s Directory 1870) 
1871  1,780 inhabitants (Kelly’s Directory 1879) 
1881 1,527 inhabitants (Kelly’s Directory 1885) 
1891 1,350 inhabitants in the parish (Kelly’s Directory 1894) 
1901 1,223 inhabitants in the parish (Kelly’s Directory 1906) 
1911 1,189 inhabitants in the parish (Kelly’s Directory 1914) 
1921 1.030 inhabitants in the parish (Kelly’s Directory 1927) 
1931 1,063 inhabitants in the parish (Kelly’s Directory 1935) 
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2.0 PREHISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY 

2.1 Sources of evidence 

• Below ground intervention: Excavation of an Iron-Age and Romano-British 
settlement at Ironmongers Piece (Blockley 1985); excavation and survey work of 
the Marshfield Barrows (Gettins et al 1953; Grinsell 1958; Grinsell & O'Neil 1960). 

• Field survey work: Marshfield parish survey (Russett 1985; Everton 1985). 

2.2 Local settlement pattern  

Flint scatters 
Although a few Mesolithic flint microliths were found, most of the flint scatters suggest 
late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age settlement in the area (2500-1800 BC).  There is not 
enough evidence to firmly identify specific occupation sites, but clearly large areas were 
covered by shifting settlement sites.  The quality of flints recovered was generally poor, 
they were often re-used, and later tools are smaller than those of earlier periods.  
Everton suggests that this is because there was not an easy supply of flint, partly due to 
the lack of natural flint deposits in the area.  Larger prestige flints were probably looked 
after and retained longer.  (Everton 1985: 20) 

Funerary monuments 
Examples of fine flint tools were found in the soils of the barrows on Marshfield Down 
(Gettins et al 1953; Grinsell 1958; Grinsell & O'Neil 1960).  Sadly this Cotswold barrow 
cemetery, with at least 7 and possibly 8 Bronze Age barrows, was flattened in 1947 to 
extend cultivated land. 

During the Marshfield parish survey little remaining evidence was found, although a 
ditch still survives for Barrow 5 (St. Oswalds Tump).  No other barrows or barrow-like 
mounds are known for the parish.  Russett has noted that good quality air photographs 
need to be consulted to be sure that crop marks of ploughed out barrows cannot be 
seen (Russett 1985: 19). 

Iron Age settlement 550 BC - AD 47 
There is little evidence of the Iron Age landscape in Marshfield.  Immediately adjacent 
in Colerne is the Iron Age earthwork of Bury End Camp, while a second hillfort lies in 
Dyrham and Hinton to the west, and an area of preserved Iron Age field systems at 
Charmy Down to the south.  A number of deep ditches discovered at the excavation 
site at Ironmongers Piece were dated to the late Iron Age, and it is possible that further 
field systems were completely lost through ploughing: there is hearsay evidence that 
similar enclosures formed of field walls were ploughed out at the Blackies Roman site 
at Oldfield. 

A small number of late Iron Age sherds were identified among Roman material from 
three intensively fieldwalked sites in the survey: this may imply pre-Roman occupation 
at these sites (but could, of course, be an artefact of the methods used). 

References by the county historian Rudder to 'entrenchment’s' at Marshfield Down, 
possibly identical to the broad soil and crop mark crossing the Down east-west (20m 
across at the parish boundary) may refer to a ploughed out Iron Age feature, but this 
needs to be established by geophysical survey. 

2.3 Regional context 
The land surrounding Marshfield town is predominately arable and has been intensively 
farmed for the last 2000 years: consequently, the survival of prehistoric material is poor.  
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However, as a result of the Marshfield parish survey more than 6,000 flints were 
recovered.  They have been analysed by Everton (1985: 20), as summarised above.  
Apart from flint scatters, excavation at Ironmongers Piece revealed one sherd of 
possible Bronze Age pottery and an Iron Age field system (Blockley 1985). 

Flint finds were not common in the thicker soils immediately around Marshfield Town, 
where centuries of manuring has built up above prehistoric layers.  Larger quantities of 
flint were generally found where the soil is thinner, such as soils of the Sherborne 
series to the north and east of the town.  Flint scatters were also affected by colluviation 
(the process by which soils gradually creep downhill), particularly in valleys to the west, 
including the St. Catherine’s Brook and Broadmead Brook valleys. 

No map has been produced for the Prehistoric period 
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3.0 ROMANO-BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY 

3.1 Sources of evidence 

• Below ground intervention: Excavation of an Iron-Age and Romano-British 
settlement at Ironmongers Piece (Blockley 1985). 

• Field survey work: Marshfield parish survey 1982-4 (Russett 1985). 

3.2 Local settlement pattern 

The evidence for Roman occupation in the urban area is limited to a few sherds of 
Roman pottery found off Sheep Fair Lane and indicates the existence of a rural site, 
probably a small farm.  Firmer evidence exists for a Roman settlement at Westend 
Town, where large amounts of Roman pottery were found around the eastern side of 
Westend Town Farm. 

Fieldwalking during the Marshfield parish survey revealed a scattered settlement 
pattern in the parish (Russett 1985: 23).  At least 8 other Roman sites have been 
identified on the basis of pottery scatters, and Russett estimates that there may be up 
to 30 sites (Russett 1985: 23).  They are more numerous on the flatter, higher areas of 
the parish, but evidence from the lower areas or valley sites is limited by the lack of 
fieldwalking information.  While a number of the farms have yielded tablewares and 
painted plaster, none appear large enough to be a villa and only Ironmongers Piece or 
Harcombe come close to a villa size. 

The Fosse Way forms part of the eastern parish boundary today; it was constructed 
early on in the Roman period and provided a link between Bath and Cirencester.  Bath 
must have been an important market, both for the sale of agricultural produce and the 
purchase of goods such as pottery and salt, which could not be obtained locally.  
Although the remainder of the Roman road system is not clear, much of the current 
road network could have Roman, or even prehistoric origins (Russett 1985: 24). 

3.3 Regional context 
Marshfield lay within the sphere of influence of the Roman settlement of Aquae Sulis 
(Bath), with direct communication along the Fosse Way.  The existence of this major 
highway may also have led to direct influence from the much larger settlement of 
Corinium, along the Fosse Way to the north. 

These towns probably functioned as large and demanding markets for the output of the 
farms in Marshfield.  Many of these farms, from the evidence of domestic architecture 
and imported fine wares, were comparatively wealthy and several aspired to villa 
status.  The number of sites, and the evidence of scattered finds (probably related to 
manuring) indicate that the landscape was densely settled, and it is quite possible that 
much of the road layout of the area dates from this period or before.  

There is insufficient evidence to track developments within the Roman period, but the 
proximity of Marshfield to the Fosse Way and two major settlements, makes it more 
likely that the economic base of Marshfield may have survived into the 5th century.   

No map has been produced for the Romano-British period 
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4.0 POST ROMAN AND SAXON ARCHAEOLOGY 

4.1 Sources of evidence 

• Below ground intervention: Excavation of an Iron-Age and Romano-British 
settlement at Ironmongers Piece (Blockley 1985). 

• Field survey work: Marshfield parish survey 1982-4 (Russett 1985). 
• Documentary evidence: Anglo Saxon Chronicle AD 577; Saxon Charter AD 931. 
• Archaeological research: Study of medieval towns in Avon (Leech 1975). 

4.2 Local settlement pattern [Map A: 1, 2] 

The church and manorial farm lie together to the east of the town.  This area probably 
existed before the planned town, although no evidence exists to indicate how much 
earlier.  Leech has suggested that the Saxon nucleus from which the town developed 
lay around the church, or slightly to its south-east, in a part of the town called Little End 
(Leech 1975: 15).  This conjectural area has been depicted on Map A as a possible 
area of late Saxon settlement nucleation.  However, no Saxon material was found 
during the Marshfield survey to confirm this assertion.  In the absence of earlier map 
evidence, the churchyard area shown on Map A is based on the 1841 Tithe map.  It is 
smaller then the current churchyard, which was enlarged by about a quarter of an acre 
in 1894 (Kelly’s County Directory 1897). 

The proposed Saxon origins for the town is based at least partially on the assumption 
that the Domesday Book entry for Marshfield refers to the manor which was later 
incorporated into the town.  The Domesday Book of 1086 mentions an estate of 14 
hides, with 34 ploughs, implying a prosperous farming community.  Leech assumed 
that this reference is to the manor at Marshfield town, and that a one-hide unit held by a 
priest was an entry for a smaller manor at a settlement about 2.5 km to the north-west 
of Marshfield, now called Westend Town.  However, Russett (1985: 43) has pointed out 
that there is no evidence to back up this assumption; the Domesday reference to the 
larger manor may in fact be referring to Westend Town.  There has been a long 
tradition that this was the site of an early settlement which predated Marshfield. 

Field survey work in Westend Town by Sian Williams between 1979 and 1980 
confirmed that a series of earthworks are likely to represent the remains of a dispersed 
linear settlement pattern (Williams 1981).  The earthworks are known to predate the 
present field system: Mike Chapman has noted that the hedgerows in this area can be 
dated to at least the 15th century (Chapman personal communication), and the 
boundaries probably to the early medieval period; thus, the earthworks almost certainly 
pre-date the early medieval period. 

4.3 Regional context 
Despite the administrative collapse of the Roman Empire, there is some evidence 
surviving in Marshfield parish that the 5th century did not mark a complete break with 
the Roman way of life.  At the Roman sites of Harcombe, Castle Farm and Whiteshill, 
5th century shell tempered and grass tempered pottery indicates continued occupation.  
In Bath (Cunliffe 1979) and Circencester (Wacher 1974) there were definite signs of 
communal life continuing.  It seems probable that they maintained links with their 
hinterlands, particularly areas such as the Marshfield which lay on the Fosse Way. 

Excavation at Ironmongers Piece, however, showed clear post demolition activity after 
the main 4th century building had been destroyed, and none of the other Roman sites 
identified have yielded post-Roman or early Saxon pottery (Blockley 1985). 
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The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle suggests that by the end of the 6th century Marshfield was 
under Saxon political control:  

‘577.  In this year Cuthwine and Ceawlin fought against the Britons and slew three 
Kings, Coinmail, Condidan and Farinmail, at the place which is called Dyrham, and 
they captured three cities, Gloucester, Cirencester and Bath’. 

After the battle of Dyrham the real Dark Ages close in on the area.  No archaeological 
material has been recognised for the next 450 years.  The sole documentary evidence 
is an important Saxon charter of AD 931, relating to a grant of five hides given by Cold 
Ashton to Bath Priory.  It contains details of a boundary strikingly similar to the western 
parish boundary of Marshfield, suggesting that this land unit dates back to at least the 
10th century. 

ENGLISH HERITAGE COPYRIGHT 
 



AVON EXTENSIVE URBAN AREAS SURVEY 1996  - MARSHFIELD 
 

10 

5.0 MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

5.1 Sources of evidence 

• Field survey work: Marshfield parish survey (Russett 1985). 
• Standing buildings: DoE list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest 

(1983); research into standing buildings associated with malting industry (Fulligar 
1990). 

• Maps: Tithe map 1841; estate maps 1744, 1770. 
• Archaeological research: Study of medieval towns in Avon (Leech 1975). 

5.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 

Watercourses 
There are no watercourses which pass directly through the town and the people which 
settled in the town would have therefore been dependent on springs and wells for their 
water supply.  Further research is required into the siting of public and private wells.   

Roads 
The main thoroughfare is the High Street which stretches away from the market area; it 
is very straight for about 350m and then bends slightly to the south.  It is broader than 
ordinary medieval streets, especially towards the market place where people would 
have set up temporary stands on fair market days.  Both Leech and Russett have 
identified this straight length as the probable medieval planned core.  They probably 
based this assertion on the plan form of the town and the estate map of 1770, which 
clearly marks narrow property strips along this stretch. 

The burgages ran back to a pair of back lanes, now called Back Lane and Weir Lane.  
These lanes allowed access to workshop areas behind the houses.  There were also a 
number of small alleys connecting the back lanes and the High Street, most of which 
are traceable.  Property boundaries to the south-east of the town suggest that originally 
Weir Lane continued to run parallel to the High Street and join up with the Little End. 

The streets surroundings the church and farm in Little End are regularly arranged into a 
parallelogram; this could be part of the planned layout, with the streets to the north and 
south running parallel to the two back lanes of the town (Russett 1985: 46).  The 
northern street, now called Chippenham Road, was probably the main Bristol-London 
road before the town was laid out.  When the town was planned, it is likely to have been 
re-routed south to the market place, via a dog-leg corner known as Hay Street. 

5.3 Commercial core 
Burgage plots [Map B: 1, 2, 3, 4] 
The town of Marshfield shows clear signs of deliberate planning, probably around 1265 
when a fair and market were granted to the Abbot.  This process is well known from all 
over the country and similar layouts exist in nearby towns, such as Wickwar, Chipping 
Sodbury and Axbridge.  The main elements of Marshfield town are shown clearly on the 
Tithe map of 1841; similarities between this 19th century map and less detailed maps of 
1744 and 1770 suggest that the town plan was static, and unlikely to have changed 
much since the medieval period. 

Burgage plots are laid out on either side of the High Street; originally these long narrow 
strips of land would have been the same size, designed to maximise the number of 
premises fronting the main thoroughfare.  Subsequent division of some plots indicates 
further attempts to squeeze in additional buildings.  The burgage plot areas shown on 
Map B are based on the property boundaries depicted on the digitised Ordnance 
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Survey map of 1995, since they have remained largely unchanged since the Tithe map 
of 1841. 

The south-east corner of the town does not appear to retain any medieval form, and 
was probably destroyed by later development [Map B: 4].  This is likely to have 
occurred around the turn of the 16th century, since a number of houses date to the 
early 17th century and were clearly laid out after the new pattern was established 
(Russett 1985: 48). 

Market place [Map B: 5, 6] 
The full extent and layout of the original market place is not known.  Two market 
crosses (‘the market cross’ and ‘the lower market cross’) are referred to in early post-
medieval documents (1575-1715), but their location is not known (Russett 1985: 48). 

Two market areas have been depicted on Map B: it is likely that the High Street was 
used as a market area and the triangular area at its eastern end may have originally 
been open.  The buildings in the centre of the triangular area today are almost certainly 
not original, although they may have replaced buildings which the Abbot of Keynsham 
put up in 1407 (Calendar of Inquisitions, Gloucestershire Record Office).  The areas 
shown on Map B are based on the boundaries depicted on the digitised Ordnance 
Survey map of 1995, since they have remained largely unchanged since the Tithe map 
of 1841. 

Later town development [Map B: 7, 8] 
Beyond planned medieval burgage plots which run along the straight stretch of the High 
Street, development continued in a more piecemeal fashion.  There are larger, more 
irregular plots without back lane access; the depiction on Map B is based on the area 
identified by Leech (1975: 18).  Russett has noted that these plots follow the curving 
pattern of strips in the common fields (1985: 48).  In view of Marshfield’s rapid growth in 
the later 13th century, it is likely that this development was quite rapid, possibly all 
occurring within the 13th century. 

5.4 Religious sites and cemeteries 

Church of St. Mary the Virgin [Map B: 9] 
The Church of St. Mary the Virgin was largely built in 1470, although it incorporates 
earlier Norman work and is probably Saxon in origin (Leech 1975: 16; DoE 1983: 
14/22).  The area shown on Map B is based on the 1841 Tithe map.  It is smaller then 
the current churchyard, which was enlarged by about a quarter of an acre in 1894 
(Kelly’s County Directory 1897). 

The churchyard was consecrated in 1242 (Alexander 1981: 47).  A priest or church was 
mentioned at Marshfield in the Domesday book or other 11th century document 
(Heighway 1987: 169).  A much eroded carved lying figure is located close to the south 
end of the church and has been dated to the late medieval period.  It is listed as a 
grade II tomb effigy (DoE 1983: 14/26).  A 15th century octagonal font survives in the 
church (Verey 1970: 310). 

The earliest reference to a chapel at Westend Town is not until 1584 (Gloucester 
Record Office D1610/RS), but there has been some speculation about an earlier 
church.  One of the fields close to Westend Town farm is called Pancras Close field, a 
notable medieval dedication that may indicate a medieval church.  

5.5 Private estates 
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Marshfield manor [Map B: 10] 
Although no archaeological of historical evidence has come to light about the pre-16th 
century manor at Marshfield, it is likely that the 16th/17th century buildings to the north 
of the church were built on an earlier manorial site.  The possible extent of the manor 
shown on Map B is based on plan analysis of the 1841 Tithe map; the frontage onto the 
market place may well have been subdivided into tenements. 

5.6 Standing buildings 

Two of the listed buildings have 16th century core features (DoE 1983: 14/67, 13/120).  
However, it is very likely that a detailed survey of houses in the High Street would 
reveal some more medieval interiors of this date.  Unfortunately this research was 
outside the scope of the present study.  
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6.0 POST-MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY (16th-18th century) 

6.1 Sources of evidence 

• Field survey work: Marshfield parish survey (Russett 1985). 
• Standing buildings: DoE list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest 

(1983); research into standing buildings associated with malting industry (Fulligar 
1990). 

• Maps: Tithe map 1841; estate maps 1744, 1770. 
• Documentary evidence: Notes on the parish register 1558 (Marshfield WI 1972). 
• Archaeological research: Study of medieval towns in Avon (Leech 1975). 

6.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways [Map C: 1, 2] 
The roads and routeways through the town remained largely unchanged in the post-
medieval period, and the water supply continued to be drawn from springs and wells.  
The redevelopment of the south-east corner of the town plan, as described below, 
probably resulted in a changed alignment for Weir Lane. 

The main road from Bristol to London passed through the town, and was turnpiked in 
the 18th century.  There were two tollhouses at either end of the town.  The house at 
the western end of the town survives (Buchanan & Buchanan 1980: 57).  It is now part 
of a larger house and is a grade II listed building (DoE 1983: 13/153).  It is depicted on 
Map C on the basis of the Tithe map of 1841. 

The tollhouse at the eastern end of the town has been demolished, but the site has not 
been developed.  The former site of the tollhouse is depicted on Map C on the basis of 
the plot area identified on the Tithe map of 1841 (plot 212). 

6.3 Commercial core 
Town plots [Map C: 3, 4] 
The medieval layout of Marshfield was largely unaltered in the post-medieval period, 
with the exception of the south-east corner.  This part of the town does not appear to 
retain any medieval form.  It was probably destroyed by development around the turn of 
the 16th century, since a number of houses date to the early 17th century and were 
clearly laid out after the new pattern was established (Russett 1985: 48).  This new 
layout appears on the estate map of 1770 for Marshfield manor. 

The estate map  of 1770 also shows buildings in the triangular market place, and there 
are surviving standing buildings here that date to the 17th century.  The town plots 
depicted on Map C are roughly based on the estate map of 1770 for Marshfield manor. 

Market place [Map C: 5] 
The full extent and layout of the original market place is not known.  It is likely that the 
High Street and Market Place was used as a market area and has remained 
unchanged since the post-medieval period.  These areas have been depicted on Map 
C on the basis of the digital Ordnance Survey map of 1995, since these plan elements 
have remained unchanged since the Tithe map of 1841. 

Public houses [Map C: 6-13] 
At least 14 public houses appear in 17th and 18th century documents for the town 
(Gloucestershire Record Office D1610/E63-77, D1610/A81), 8 of which can be 
identified on the Tithe map of 1841.  They are depicted on Map C, on the basis of the 
plot area shown on the Tithe map of 1841.  Though only three of these are still used as 
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public houses today (Wheel Inn, Crown Inn, Nelson Inn), all but one survive as listed 
standing buildings and, as Verey notes: 

‘... there are several 18th century inns, all of which have architectural merit beyond 
what is usual in a village such as this’ (Verey 1970: 311). 

The George, now 154 High Street, is a grade II building which dates to the late 18th 
century (DoE 1983: 13/112).  The Royal Oak, now 88 High Street, is grade II building 
which dates to the early 19th century (DoE 1983: 13/101).  The White Hart, now White 
Hart Cottage, is a grade II listed building which dates to the late 17th century (DoE 
1983: 13/167).  Catherine Wheel Inn is a grade II* listed building which dates to 
c.1680/90 (DoE 1983: 13/123); Verey singles it out as ‘possibly the most charming 
building in the street’ (Verey 1970: 311). 

The Crown Inn is a grade II listed building which dates to the 17th century (DoE 1983: 
14/73); deeds survive from 1691-1875, indicating continual use over at least 300 years 
(Gloucestershire Record Office D2340).  Lord Nelson Public House is a grade II listed 
building which dates to c.1700 (DoE 1983: 14/70).  The Codrington Arms, later known 
as The Old Inn, is a grade II listed building which dates to the early 18th century (DoE 
1983: 14/155). 

The Angel Inn is difficult to identify on the Tithe map, since the plot area identified is an 
open field area; there a number of buildings which could be attached to this plot of land, 
but further research is required to establish which was the public house.  The area 
depicted on Map C is based on the plot of land to the north of plot 209, since it lies on 
the road out of the town and seems the most plausible location for a public house.  The 
building no longer stands.  

The public houses which do not appear on the Tithe map included the Swan Inn, the 
Red Lion, the Bell, the Adam and Eve, the Black Bear and the Three Horseshoes.  By 
the mid-19th century the malting industry in the town was in decline and passing trade 
on the Bristol-London road was also reduced due to improved road transport and the 
railways. 

6.4 Civic buildings 
Almshouses [Map C: 14] 
Eight almshouses were founded by Elias Crispe in 1619 at the west end of the High 
Street (Rudder 1779: 54).  They comprise of a gabled row of 2-storey houses in 
Cotswold stone with a chapel and a central clock tower and spire (Verey 1970: 311).  
They are grade II* listed buildings, described in the listing description as ‘a very good 
example of 17th century vernacular almshouses’ (DoE 1983: 13/114, 13/113).  Their 
importance is enhanced by the survival of deeds from 1625 to 1810 (Gloucestershire 
Record Office P213a/CH/1). 

The depiction of the almshouses on Map C is based on the present day property 
boundaries, as shown on the digital Ordnance Survey map of 1995, since they have 
remained unchanged since the Tithe map of 1841. 

Town Hall [Map C: 15] 
The late 17th century town hall survives in the High Street, although it was altered in 
the late 18th and mid-20th century.  It is a grade II listed building (DoE 1983: 13/122). 
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6.5 Religious sites and cemeteries 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin [Map C: 16] 
The Church of St. Mary the Virgin was largely unaltered between the 16th and 18th 
centuries.  There are several examples of interior features and monuments that survive 
from this period.  They include a 17th century Holy Table, a restored Jacobean pulpit, a 
Bristol style brass chandelier dating to 1725 and a Baroque tablet (1692) and cartouche 
(1698) (DoE 1983: 14/22).  A chalice dating to 1576 and a paten probably dating to the 
late 17th century are in regular use, and a communion plate given by the Long family in 
1728, including two large flagons, is used for the Christmas Eve midnight service each 
year.  (Marshfield Women’s Institute 1972). 

In addition to the internal features, there are 15 listed tombs in the churchyard dating to 
the 18th century.  Their importance is enhanced by the survival of the parish register 
from 1559 (Kelly’s directory 1897: 235).  The churchyard area shown on Map C is 
based on the Tithe map of 1841, as described above (section 5.4). 

The Old Meeting House [Map C: 17] 
Two nonconformist chapels are included in Stanbrook and Powney’s survey of 
Northavon (Stanbrook & Powney 1989).  The earliest religious house, the Friends 
Meeting House, was registered in 1690 and sold in 1806.  A second meeting house 
was opened in 1752 for Independent Presbyterians in what is now known as the Old 
Meeting House.  It closed in 1886 and subsequently became a youth centre.  Today it is 
used as the British Legion headquarters and is a grade II* listed building (DoE 1983: 
13/133).  (Stanbrook & Powney 1989) 

The burial ground associated with the meeting house survives today and contains 12 
memorials, including a late 18th century chest tomb (listed grade II, DoE 1983: 14/121).  
The depiction of the Old Meeting House and the burial ground on Map C are based on 
the Tithe map of 1841. 

It is not known where the earlier meeting house was located; the grid reference given 
by Stanbrook and Powney is the same as that given for the Old Meeting House, but is 
probably incorrect given the discrepancy between the construction date for the second 
house (1752) and the date of sale for the earlier house (1806).  A survey by the Royal 
Commission states that the earlier meeting house was registered in 1699 and stood on 
another site (Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England 1986: 89).  
Further research is required to determine the location of the earlier meeting house.  
Records relating to the Meeting House survive, and this should be the starting point for 
further research (Gloucestershire Record Office D1340). 

  6.6 Industrial areas and sites 
Malthouses and kilns [Map C: 18-36] 
Seventeen buildings were marked on the 1841 Tithe map as malthouses [Map C].  
However, by this date the industry was already in decline, and there were certainly 
many more malthouses pre-dating the 19th century.  The malthouses were usually long 
buildings attached to the back of the houses, with the kiln next to the dwelling to provide 
warmth in cold weather.  The malthouses depicted on Map C are based on the plot 
areas labelled on the Tithe map of 1841, but ground survey work is required to check 
for the survival of the original buildings and features associated with the industry. 

A preliminary survey of the town by Fulligar revealed surviving evidence for a kiln at 70 
High Street [Map C: 30] and a malthouse and kiln at 78 High Street [Map C: 27, 28].  
Court House, 70 High Street, is a grade II listed building dating to the early to mid-18th 

ENGLISH HERITAGE COPYRIGHT 
 



AVON EXTENSIVE URBAN AREAS SURVEY 1996  - MARSHFIELD 
 

16 

century, with alterations in the late 18th century (DoE 1983: 13/92): no mention is made 
of the kiln in the listing description.  The Malting House, 78 High Street, is a grade II 
listed building dating to the early to mid-19th century, though it is likely to retain features 
of an earlier house (DoE 1983: 13/97). 

The kiln at 70 High Street is thought to date to the late 18th century, and a malthouse 
stood at the rear of the property until 1985, when it was demolished (Fulligar 1990: 8).  
However, the kiln furnace, flue and air ducts are all well preserved on the ground floor.  
Above this level, a large hopper shaped structure (truncated inverted pyramid) still 
survives and itself supports an upper drying floor which is covered with 12 inch square 
tiles perforated with small holes.  These disperser plates and secondary air ducts were 
introduced in the 19th century to control the temperature more accurately.  (ibid.: 7) 

In addition to the physical remains identified by Fulligar there are three other known 
examples of malthouses.  A long two-storey rear wing at the back of 119 High Street 
forms part of a group of grade II listed buildings which date to the early to mid-18th 
century (DoE 1983: 13/146).  The plot is identified on the Tithe map of 1841 as a 
malthouse [Map C: 21].  The Department of the Environment’s list of special 
architectural and historic interest includes two additional properties described as former 
malthouses [Map C: 34, 33]: 19 and 21 High Street are grade II listed buildings which 
date to the 17th century, with alterations in the 18th and 19th centuries (DoE 1983: 
13/118, 13/119).  A detailed survey is required to check for surviving features 
associated with the malting industry. 

There are 6 other plot areas where similarities between buildings shown on the Tithe 
map and those marked on the digital Ordnance Survey map of 1995, strongly suggest 
that buildings associated with the malting industry still survive at the rear of properties 
on the High Street: the barn between 139 and 143 [Map C: 19], 126 High Street [Map 
C: 20], 113 High Street [Map C: 22], 74 and 74a High Street [Map C: 29], 22 High 
Street [Map C: 32] and 2 Market Place [Map C: 36]. 

Further survey work in the town would almost certainly bring additional sites to light.  
Fulligar has noted that deeds dating back to the early 18th century refer to malthouses 
and breweries which are not located on the Tithe map or on other maps: these sites 
should be surveyed for possible surviving evidence. 

6.7 Private estates 
Marshfield manor [Map C: 37, 38] 
The group of buildings to the north of St. Mary’s church were part of the original 
manorial farm, dating to the end of the 17th century and early 18th century.  The Manor 
house and barn are grade II* listed buildings (DoE 1983: 14/20, 14/68).  Home 
Farmhouse, the gates, gate piers and railings are all grade II listed buildings (DoE 
1983: 14/66, 14/21).   A dovecote dating to the late 16th/early 17th century also 
survives, and is a grade II* listed building (DoE 1983: 14/67). 

These buildings were probably built on an earlier manorial site: documents of the 1584 
and 1629 refer to a vicarage to the north of the churchyard.  A dovecote is mentioned in 
the 1539 Minsters Accounts for Tewkesbury Abbey.  The possible extent of the manor 
shown on Map C is based on plan analysis of the 1841 Tithe map; the frontage onto the 
market place may well have been subdivided into tenements. 
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6.8 Standing buildings 

There are almost 100 listed buildings in Marshfield that date to the 17th and 18th 
centuries, and a small number with remaining 16th century features.  Elegant Queen 
Anne and Georgian architecture adds much to the charm of the town, and the shell 
patterned arches above the front doors of a number of houses are particularly 
characteristic.  In addition to the listed buildings, a number of other buildings retain 
features dating to this period, and a detailed survey would undoubtedly reveal further 
examples.  Most of these buildings simply replaced the medieval predecessors.  
Notable exceptions include the Almshouses built by Elias Crispe in 1612-1619.  The 
buildings on the north side of Hay Street, opposite the manorial farm, probably also 
date to the post-medieval period: a deed of 1703 records the builders name, implying a 
fairly recent construction date.  
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7.0 EARLY MODERN (19th century) 

7.1 Sources of evidence 

• Standing buildings: Research into non-conformist chapels in Northavon 
(Stanbrook & Powney 1989); DoE list of buildings of special architectural or historic 
interest (1983). 

• Maps: Tithe map 1841; Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 
• Documentary evidence: Kelly’s county directory (1897). 

7.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 
The roads and routeways through the town remained largely changed from the post-
medieval period, and the water supply continued to be drawn from springs and wells. 

7.3 Commercial core 
The industrial revolution passed Marshfield by, and as a result the post-medieval layout 
of Marshfield was largely unaltered in the 19th century.  The town plots marked on Map 
D are based on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

7.4 Civic buildings 

British School for boys and girls [Map D: 1] 
A school for boys and girls was marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882, adjacent 
to the Independent Chapel; this forms the basis for its depiction on Map D.  It was built 
in 1853 for boys and girls, and according to Stanbrook & Powney it was added to the 
church (Stanbrook & Powney 1989).  Kelly’s directory of 1897 mentions it as the British 
School.  By 1906 it had ceased to be included in Kelly’s directory and according to the 
listing description it became part of a printing works.  It is a grade II listed building (DoE 
1983: 13/64). 

Endowed National School  [Map D: 2] 
The endowed National School (mixed and infants) was a second school mentioned in 
Kelly’s directory of 1897.  It was erected in 1861 with a master’s house on the site of 
the old rectory farm buildings.  The school is depicted on Map D on the basis of the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1882.  The school and master’s house, including the front 
boundary wall are grade II listed buildings (DoE 1983: 14/117). 

7.5 Religious sites and cemeteries 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin [Map D: 3] 
The Church of St. Mary the Virgin was restored in 1860 by C. E. Davis of Bath and 
further alterations carried out in 1887.  There are five 19th century tombs in the 
churchyard which have been listed (DoE 1983: 14/24, 14/32, 14/35, 14/42), and in 1894 
the churchyard was enlarged by about a quarter of an acre (Kelly’s County Directory 
1897: 235).  The enlarged churchyard area, as shown on the digital Ordnance Survey 
map of 1995 has formed the basis for the depiction of the churchyard on Map D. 

Old Meeting House [Map D: 4] 
The 18th century Old Meeting House and burial ground was closed in 1886.  It became 
a reading room and is now used as headquarters for the British Legion (Stanbrook & 
Powney 1989).  It is a grade II* listed building (DoE 1983: 13/133). 

The burial ground associated with the meeting house survives today and contains 12 
memorials, including a late 18th century chest tomb (listed grade II, DoE 1983: 14/121).  
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The depiction of the Old Meeting House and the burial ground on Map D are based on 
the Tithe map of 1841. 

Independent Chapel [Map D: 5]  
The Independent Chapel was opened in 1848 on St. Martin’s Lane for 
Congregationalists (Stanbrook & Powney 1989).  The chapel building is a grade II listed 
building (DoE 1983: 14/148).  It was converted into a printing works in the early 1980s 
and building work at that time revealed steps down to a cellar below floor level in the 
main chapel building, indicating the presence of an earlier building on the site (Russett 
personal communication).  A photograph of the excavation taken on the 11th October 
1982 resides in the South Gloucestershire Sites and Monuments Record. 

There was a burial ground associated with the chapel (Stanbrook & Powney 1989).  
The extent of the burial ground is not known, though the plot boundaries shown for the 
church on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 are the same as the current plot 
boundary.  This area has been shown on Map D and in the absence of more detailed 
information, the burials are assumed to be located immediately around the church.  
Their importance is enhanced by the survival of the church book, which includes details 
of deaths between 1849 and 1940, and burials between 1916 and 1940. 

Marshfield Baptist Chapel [Map D: 6] 
Marshfield Baptist Chapel was opened in 1870 on Back Lane.  It was closed in 1982 
and converted to a private dwelling.  Stanbrook & Powney make no mention of a burial 
ground.  (Stanbrook & Powney 1989) 

The depiction of the Baptist Chapel on Map D is based on the plot shown on the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

Primitive Methodist Chapel [Map D: 7]  
The Primitive Methodist Chapel was first depicted on the Ordnance Survey map of 
1882 and this forms the basis of its depiction on Map D.  Although the building is not 
listed, it is still used as a place of worship.  No references have been found to the 
chapel. 

Chapel (Plymouth Brethren) [Map D: 8]  
The Plymouth Brethren Chapel was first depicted on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 
and this forms the basis of its depiction on Map D.  No references have been found to 
the chapel.  Today the house is a grade II listed building (DoE 1983: 13/99) and its 
name is a reminder of its former use: Chapel Cottage.  It is not known if there are any 
surviving features which relate to its use as a chapel. 

Unitarian Chapel 
Documentary sources mention the sale of the Unitarian Chapel, in 1897-98 
(Gloucestershire Record Office P213A ML/3).  This chapel has not been identified. 

7.6 Industrial areas and sites  

Malthouses and kilns [Map D: 9-32] 
Although the malting industry was in decline by the beginning of the 19th century there 
were still 17 buildings marked as malthouses on the 1841 Tithe map.  Four malthouses 
were labelled on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882, all of which were adjacent to or 
coincided with plot areas identified on the Tithe map: between 139 and 143 High Street 
[Map D: 10], at the rear of the Royal Oak public house [Map D: 18], at the rear of Wheel 
Inn [Map D: 25] and to the rear of 21 High Street [Map D: 27].  These sites are identified 
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on Map D, but ground survey work is required to check for the survival of the original 
buildings and features associated with the industry. 

A preliminary study of the town by Fulligar revealed surviving evidence for a malthouse 
and two kilns.  The kiln at 70 High Street dates to the 18th century and has been 
described above (section 6.6).  A second kiln was identified a few doors down the High 
Street at number 78, dating to the 19th century.  The kiln furnace still stands between 
the working floors and the house.  The drying floor has been converted into two 
bedrooms. 

A building at the back of number 78 has been identified by Fulligar as a probable 
malthouse [Map D: 21](Fulligar 1990: 7).  A malthouse also survived in a derelict 
condition to the rear of 70 High Street, until it was demolished in 1985. 

Brewery [Map D: 33] 
A brewery was marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 on the site of Weir Farm.  
It was the principal brewery in the late 19th century.  Its owner, Henry Woodward, was 
bankrupted in 1882 when a large vat burst and released beer across the road and 
down the valley (Fulligar 1990: 6).  It is not known if any surviving features from the 
brewery survive at Weir Farm, and in the absence of more detailed information the 
depiction of the brewery on Map D is based on the farm area, as shown on the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1882. 

Smithies [Map D: 34, 35, 36] 
Three smithies are shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882, though the buildings 
associated with smithy works are difficult to accurately locate: all the smithies are 
depicted on Map D based on the back plots most closely associated with the label.  
One smithy was located to the south of the parish church, and in the absence of more 
detailed information a row of small buildings have been identified as its probable 
location.  The buildings fronting the road still survive and further ground survey work is 
required to access the survival of features related to the smithy. 

A second smithy was situated on Hay Street, to the rear of numbers 15 and 17.  Some 
outbuildings still survive in this area and ground survey work is required to assess the 
survival of features associated with the smithy.  The clearest evidence for the survival 
of outbuildings is at the third smithy, located to the rear of number 1 and 3 Sheep Fair 
Lane.  Further ground survey work is required to confirm the use of this building as a 
smithy.   

Animal pound [Map D: 37] 
An animal pound is marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 1882; this forms the basis 
for its depiction on Map D.  The boundaries of the pound do not survive on the digital 
Ordnance Survey map of 1995, but ground survey work is required to confirm its 
disappearance. 

7.7 Standing buildings 

There are over 60 listed buildings dating to the 19th century, although more detailed 
survey work is likely to reveal older cores in some of these buildings. 
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8.0 20TH CENTURY MODERN DEVELOPMENT 

8.1 Sources of evidence 

• Maps: Ordnance Survey maps 1904, 1921, 1955, 1973, 1984. 
• Documentary evidence: Local newspaper articles in the Gloucestershire & Avon 

Life (Alexander 1981, 1985; Barry 1982). 

8.2 Watercourses, roads and routeways 
The main Bristol-London road through Marshfield continued to attract very heavy traffic 
loads, and the Marshfield by-pass was constructed in the 1967 to take traffic away from 
the historic town centre.  In 1971 the M4 Motorway was completed only 6.5 km to the 
north of Marshfield.  The proximity of this major road, and the easy travelling distance 
to Bath, Bristol and Chippenham have made the town a popular choice for commuters 
(Alexander 1981). 

8.3 Development in the town [Map E: 1, 2, 3] 

The town changed very little between 1900 and the 1970s.  With the exception of a 
municipal-style estate to the east of the church, virtually no development occurred 
outside of the outline of the medieval town [Map E: 1]. 

The pressure on housing has been largely translated into high property prices, with 
relatively little housing development.  Almost all new housing has been built in the area 
between the original town and the Marshfield by-pass [Map E: 2] .  Development has 
tended to respect the original field boundaries, and old field names have been used for 
the roads in the estates. In the 1980s land between St. Martins Lane and Sheepfair 
Lane was developed for new housing [Map E: 3]. 

These areas have been depicted on Map E on the basis of the digital Ordnance Survey 
map of 1995. 
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9.0 FURTHER RESEARCH 

9.1 Research interests 

1. In view of the economic importance of the malting industry, further work in this area 
should form one of the most important research priorities for the town.  The 
malthouses identified on the Tithe map of 1841 and shown on Map C and Map D 
should be the subject of a detailed ground survey to establish if there are surviving 
buildings or features associated with the industry. 

2. The relationship between the settlement at Westend Town and the town of 
Marshfield needs to be explored in more depth.  In particular, the date of the 
deserted settlement remains identified at Westend Town needs to be established 
through both archaeological excavation and documentary research. 

3. Further research is needed into the siting of public and private wells.  The absence 
of a river through the town underlies their importance to the settlement.  They were 
important points of congregation and it is possible that there is a correlation 
between their location and better buildings (Schofield 1994: 53). 

4. The preservation of a large number of table tombs in the parish churchyard, 
spanning several centuries from the 17th century onwards, offers a valuable 
opportunity to study changing attitudes to death amongst the population of the 
town.  A full photographic survey, including a record of the cemetery plan, is 
required. 

5. Five non-conformist chapels have been identified in the town and one other, the 
Unitarian Chapel, has been identified through documentary sources but not located 
on the ground.  Very little is known about their development.  The Plymouth 
Brethren Chapel and the Primitive Methodist Chapel are particularly poorly 
understood.  Their location in houses on the High Street requires ground survey 
work to check for surviving features associated with their use as religious 
establishments. 

9.2 Recommendations for further research work 

1. Compile a summary of all documentary sources for the town. 
2. Conduct a detailed buildings survey. 
3. Conduct a cellar survey. 
4. Build up a detailed deposit model for the town, to determine the depth and 

preservation potential in different areas of the town. 
5. Complete a comprehensive trawl of Bristol City Museum archives to check for finds 

and sites which have not been published and are not included in the Sites and 
Monuments Record.   
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