Oldbury on Severn
Parish Plan 2012

This Community led Plan has been produced for the
Parish of Oldbury on Severn by the Parish Plan Steering Group
It is the result of consultation with and surveys of the views and aspirations of
those who live and work in the Parish. It incorporates an Action Plan intended
to pave the way for these aspirations & preferences to be met.
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Parish Plan Aims & Objectives

1.1. What is a Parish Plan?
A Parish Plan is two things:
•
•

It is a statement of issues and concerns across the whole community
It is an action plan for how those issues can be addressed

It should aim to preserve valued and local features and to map out the facilities and services
which the community needs to safeguard its future.

1.2. Desired Outcomes
This report summarises many hours of analysis by the Parish Plan Committee. Using the
information provided, the Committee have tried to identify the issues which need further
attention.  Consideration must now be given as to how this work can be taken forward
to complete the tasks identified in the Action Plan, Section 5, which is practical and will if
implemented achieve the objectives set.  The actions identified require considerably more
input and resource than the Committee alone can provide.  To further this initiative the
involvement of more Parishioners is necessary.
We hope a number of Parishioners will volunteer to assist in the way forward.
We wanted to achieve the following outcomes:
•

Identify what could be done to make Oldbury-on-Severn Parish a better place in which
to live.  The plan would need to have a longer term outlook – over a 10 year period but
should also focus on things that could be done in the short and medium term.

•

The plan should be a living document and be an integral part of the wider community
planning process.  It must be something that can be updated on a regular basis and be
available to parishioners.
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Parish Profile

2.1. History of Oldbury-on-Severn
The oldest parts of Oldbury (the name
means ‘the old settlement’) are, to the south,
the church hill and, to the north, the hill fort
known locally as the Toot, where iron age
pottery has been found.  Roman coins and
pottery have been found in both places,
and also evidence of a relatively high-status
Roman settlement near the present power
station.
The Severn provided fish, wildfowl and on
the area liable to flood rich alluvial deposits
for farming.  The Romans began the flood
defences, vital to this day, both against the
phenomenal high tides in the river and
against freshwater flooding from inland.  In
the middle ages Oldbury and its surrounding
area formed the Marsh tithing (the name
is significant) of Thornbury manor.  A mill

was constructed on the site of the present
Anchor pub.  The high tide then, and until
recently, came right up into the village, and
was held back to be used as required to
work the mill.
Fishing with ‘fixed engines’ (rows of trumpetshaped baskets made of hazel and willow),
or with lave nets, was until recently a useful
source of food and income, ended by a
combination of increasing bureaucracy
(including ever-rising licence fees) and the
shifting mud and sand of the river bed.
Oldbury has its own saint, St Arilda, who
lived and died at the well bearing her name
at Kington.  The church has magnificent views
from its circular churchyard, itself evidence of
a pre-Norman conquest foundation.

2.2. Industries & Economic Activities
A survey was sent to all the businesses
operating in the Parish to establish their
prime activities and needs, to remain
operating in the Parish.  The primary
Economic activities in the Parish are farming
and the Power Station, although there are
a number of small businesses covering
mechanical & electrical engineering, tyres,

garden machinery and builder’s merchants.
Their main requirements were to be able
to have better signage, faster broadband
and speed restrictions on the surrounding
roads.

We also involved the local school children
who highlighted many of the issues raised
by yourselves, in particular; no new power
station, a requirement for speed cameras, the
need for a football club in the village, more
bridle paths, a swimming pool at the school
and more dens!!
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2.3. Demographics
The recent census has indicated there are
294 dwellings in the Oldbury-on-Severn
Parish covering a population of 714 people.  
We sent out 300 Parish Plan Questionnaires
and received 154 (52%) back.

The number of people & their ages that
responded to the questionnaire are shown
in the chart below.
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Ages of Respondents


Up to 5 years = 14



6-11 years

= 13



12-18 years

= 26



19-30 years

= 43



31-50 years

= 84



51-65 years

= 105



Over 65

= 89
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3. Survey Results - Where do we go from here?
For the plan to be successful it now requires
more involvement from Parishioners to
produce more detail around the framework
which has been produced.  See Action Plan
section 5.
The overwhelming feelings from the
survey regarding Oldbury Village and its’
surroundings, was summed up by a comment
from one of the children at the village school,
‘the worst thing about the village is that I
don’t live here’!!!

The main questionnaire comprised 12
sections, the responses to these were
analysed carefully and categorised into 7
headings :







Parish Facilities
Communication
Community
Security
Environment
Roads and Transport
Planning and Development

NB. The numerical values on the charts refer to the number of respondees. In some
cases these are greater than the 154 people that replied as some of them have
included multiple responses from a household.

3.1. Parish Facilities
 Parish Facilities is a wide ranging category as it covers issues ranging from the suitability
of our Memorial Hall and Pavilion Facilities and the need (or otherwise) for a community
shop, to cycle tracks and footpaths.  See chart for detailed responses.
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Poor
Don’t Know

Bridle Ways
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Pavilion
Children 0-11
Children 12-18
Adult Recreation
Older People
Family

As you can see from the
chart and comments
received from yourselves
a number of facilities
need to be looked at.

Access to GP/HC
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 Memorial Hall/Pavilion:
Although the chart shows that the majority of the Parishioners feel the facilities at both
the Memorial Hall & Pavilion are good or adequate, these did receive a large number of
comments indicating otherwise.  It comes as no surprise that people feel that the Memorial
Hall is in need of refurbishment likewise the facilities at the Pavilion come under scrutiny.  
Both these Parish assets are the subject of improvement work irrespective of the Parish Plan
which in many ways underpins the improvement plans already in existence.  However some
fundamental questions have been posed by the responses to the Questionnaire.  The major
one is the possible integration of both facilities and this will be investigated as indicated in
Section 1, Parish Facilities, of the Action Plan.

 Playing Fields:
The Parish has a good range of sporting facilities, tennis, sailing, cricket, and skateboarding but
a notable absence is a football pitch.
The consensus of opinion was that the playing fields require improvement, particularly
playground facilities with more recreational equipment for up to 11 year olds.
 Footpaths Tracks and Bridleways:
Footpaths and bridleways need improvement specifically to remove obstructions and clear
rubbish.  Footpaths/cycle paths to Thornbury were considered essential with a number of
people saying that footpaths in the village needed to be extended.
A feasibility study to decide the viability of this will take place as indicated in Section 6, Roads
& Transport, of the Action Plan.
 Parish facilities all age groups:
Overall the facilities are good but there is a requirement to provide better facilities for
primary age groups, with a notable absence being a football pitch.

 Healthcare:
Overall the facilities are good although some people had concerns regarding getting
prescriptions.  There is a delivery service from Pharmacies in Thornbury and can be arranged
with them.

Community Facilities
 Important
 Don’t know
 Not Important
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 Community Facilities:
As you can see from the chart above it is important we retain and maintain the main Parish
facilities.This will be primarily considered in Section 7, Planning & Development, of the Action
Plan.  Although a number of issues such as parking at the school and pub and the provision of
footpaths will be considered in Section 6, Roads & Transport, of the Action Plan.
 Village Shop:
72% of households who responded said that they wanted a Village Shop selling local produce.
Specifically around 16% of responders said they would use the shop daily, 51% said they would
use it weekly and 6% monthly.  There was a good response from people willing to help run it.
However there is some concern that there is insufficient population to support such a facility
particularly where many of the residents of
the Parish are outside of the Village boundary.
Suggestions included the compulsory purchase
of the old stores site or possibly use the Ship
public house as a community site.
Overall there should be a feasibility study to
determine the viability of a Village shop, see
Section 1, Parish Facilities, of the Action plan.
The Old Village Post Office
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3.2. Communication
 The 4Ward overwhelmingly is seen as the main means of communication within the
Parish, however well in excess of 80% said they had or intended to have internet access and
many felt that there were opportunities to use e-mail/website as a means of communicating.
4Ward is now on-line and can be seen at:
http://www.oos4ward.plus.com/4ward/4ward.htm
The Parish Council are also trying to improve two way communications and see the
opportunities presented by the internet as key to success. Work has already commenced
aimed at addressing some of the communications issues.The subject is covered in Section 2,
Communication, of the Action Plan.

Current Communication Media
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Notice Boards
Oldbury Website
Word of Mouth
4Ward Mag

3.3. Community
 This section of the questionnaire tried to establish a picture of what issues parishioners
have regarding things which have a direct bearing on day to day living.  There was a high
response rate from the older element of the Parish Population many of whom were retired.
Of those still working most worked within 30 miles of Oldbury.  Virtually all respondents said
that they supported local business and a similar amount felt that local events were important
to life in the Parish.  It was heartening to see that a significant number of people were
prepared to get involved in community activities.

Of the issues which caused most concern,
surface water drainage, dog fouling (on the
Severn Way in particular) signage, electricity
supply, the effectiveness of broadband and
the mobile phone network and the need
for traffic calming were the most frequently
expressed.
These are being addressed in various
Sections of the Action Plan.
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3.4. Security
 This section was trying to establish what parishioners felt about security/law and order.
There is generally a high level of satisfaction with the service the Police supply locally &
parishioners generally felt that the Parish was a safe place to live.  A significant amount felt that
a neighbourhood watch scheme(s) would be beneficial and were prepared to assist in setting
it/them up.  This will be incorporated in the in our Action Plan Section 4.

3.5. Environment
 This section of the questionnaire was trying to understand what people felt would
improve the environment.  Many of the respondents wanted to see the Parish & it’s facilities
maintained & in good working order.  They wanted green spaces, public footpaths/bridleways
and walls & hedges maintained & preserved.  These will be incorporated in the actions for a
Community Action Group which will be set up, see Section 3, Community, of the Action Plan.

Ideas for Improving the Environment


Plant trees

= 69



Plant flowers

= 82



Preserve green spaces

= 134



Maintain footpaths, bridleways = 132



Maintain walls, hedges

= 120



Maintain grass areas

= 129



More litter collections

= 40



Others

= 10

There were many comments expressing concern
about flooding risks regarding tidal flooding & the
adequacy of the Severn defences and fluvial flooding
& the adequacy of the internal drainage network to
contend with increasing levels of flood water.
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When asked about a new nuclear power
station 43% of respondents said they
supported nuclear power but when asked
specifically about the proposals for the new
facility at Shepperdine support reduced to
29%.  We now know that the site remains on
the list of suitable sites which appear in the
National Policy Statement.  Whether or not
the site should be on the list is not something
the Parish Plan can influence.  The application
process is in the very early stages and the

objective for the Parish will be to minimise
negative impacts of this proposal and
maximise the beneficial aspects for the good
of the local and wider community should
the application proceed.  Other issues which
emerged were the opportunity for a Bulk
Oil purchasing scheme in the Parish and the
opportunity to have more overhead cabling
‘underground’.
See Section 5, Environment, of the Action
Plan.

What you thought about Environmental Issues
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Nuclear power...
Proposed power...
Bulk oil scheme
 Yes
 No

Electric cables
Recycling adequate
Tidal flood prevention
Surface flooding

3.6. Roads and Transport
 These sections of the questionnaire sought to establish the views of the Parishioners
relating to transport in general and the Parish road infrastructure.
The responses to the questionnaire indicate that over 90% of respondents have at least one
car in their household reflecting the fact that it is very difficult to live in the Parish without one.
58% of you indicated that you would use public transport if available but not on a frequent
basis.
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Oldbury is served by a very limited bus route
613 and there is the School Bus which is
available to the public on school days in term
time only.  There is also another bus operated
by Vale Link on a Wednesday only, which
anyone can use but you must ring the day
before to book.
Realistically, given the low numbers of people
involved and no guarantee of the numbers
using Public Transport regularly, it is unlikely
that any company which needs to make a
profit will be willing to provide any additional
transport services.
There is Community Transport
available as follows:
Vale Link is operated by Four Towns and Vale
Link Community Transport.  This service is
available to those who are either:  Over 60,
have Special Needs, are on benefits or have
access problems.  Examples of use include:
medical appointments, social visits, education,
shopping trips and special outings.  They
also organise trips to places of interest for
the elderly.  There may be a charge for this
service according to need.

Safety of Roads
Need for Restricted parking
Happy with road repairs
Pavement from bus shelter to Anchor req’d
Pavement from Anchor to school req’d
Bike route to Thornbury req’d
Traffic calming measures req’d

This is a ‘ring and ride’ service and those
wishing to use it have to register.  This can be
done by:
Ringing: 0845 0700 707 or writing to:
Four Towns and Vale Link, Norman
Scott Park, Coniston Road, Patchway
BS34 5JR.
 Condition of Roads:
The majority of respondents were happy
with the standard of the roads in the Parish.
The 2 main complaints being the continuing
problem of the sunken drainage covers on
the ‘Power Station Road’ and following the
severity of last winter the increase in the
number of pot-holes.
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Safety of Roads:

The main issues highlighted were:
• parking problems within the village in particular the Anchor Bridge and the School.
• the lack of pavements particularly from the Bus Shelter to the Anchor and from the
Anchor to the School.
• a requirement for a ‘Bike Route’ to Thornbury although we did not ask how often they
would make use of it.
It was also pointed out that Kington Lane already made a suitable alternative.

 Traffic Calming:
This section of the questionnaire generated some interesting comments.
68% of respondents felt that some form of traffic calming measures
were necessary.  The comments related to areas throughout the Parish.
Eg the route from The Sheepwash through the village over the hill
and into Kington Lane, Mumbleys Hill, Chapel Road at Hope Farm,
Westmarsh Lane and the junction with Church Hill, and the Naite
crossroads.
Quite clearly there is an issue to be addressed and this is covered in
Section 6, Roads & Transport, of the Action Plan.

3.7. Planning & Development
 With the National Planning Policy Framework, South Gloucestershire Core Strategy and
the Localism Act coming into operation the message is loud and clear that Communities need
to have a clear vision on how they want their communities to develop in the years to come.  
Failure to do this will leave communities vulnerable to unwelcome development; we have
a chance to influence the sort of development which will be permitted and to ensure that
decisions are taken at a local level.
The Localism Act is designed to make the planning system clearer, more democratic, and
more effective.  The Framework works with the Localism Bill to put into practice the Duty to
co-operate, Neighbourhood Planning and other changes.
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Views expressed Regarding
Development Needs

0

20

40

60

80 100 120 140

Homes for 1st time buyers
Homes for elderly
Large family homes
Small family homes
Homes for single people
Affordable homes
No further growth
The questionnaire requested that people describe their attitude to development and what
they saw as the needs/priorities of the community both now and in the future.  A summary of
the responses is shown in the chart above
55% of respondents expressed a view that they wanted no further growth in the village
& that they liked it as it was.  However when they considered the longer term and the
sustainability of the community this figure reduced quite significantly, circa 80% felt that growth
to sustain existing facilities was required.  There was significant support for some development
both in the village development area and outside in the hamlets.  The type of development
was key to this with homes for first time buyers (affordable) and homes for the elderly who
may wish to downsize from their existing properties but remain in the locality as two of the
priorities. 76% felt that the current development boundaries were not logical and were in
need of review.  There was also concern that there is a trend towards Oldbury becoming a
dormitory community.
Community Development is a key issue which requires careful consideration, none the less a
plan is required to ensure that the nature and setting of the Parish is not unduly compromised.
A number of areas were identified as not being in keeping with the ‘village’, of these the Old
Stores Site in Chapel Road was singled out for most criticism.  This as many will know is a
long standing problem which so far the Parish Council have not been able to resolve.  Efforts
continue with the Local Authority to try to achieve a good outcome to this matter.
The Action Plans for addressing the development issues and formulating an acceptable and
workable plan are mapped out in Section 7, Planning & Development, of the Action Plan.

4. Conclusion
This report summarises many hours of analysis by the Parish Plan Committee.  Using the
information provided, the Committee have tried to identify the issues which need further
attention.  Consideration must now be given as to how this work can be taken forward
to complete the tasks identified in the Action Plan, Section 5, which is practical and will if
implemented achieve the objectives set.  The actions identified require considerably more
input and resource than the Committee alone can provide.  To further this initiative the
involvement of more Parishioners is necessary.
We hope a number of Parishioners will volunteer to assist in planning the way forward.

5. Action Plan (see pages 15-19 inclusive)
1.0 Parish Facilities
No.
1.1

1.2

1.3

Sub
Heading
Pavilion &
Memorial Hall

Shop

School,
Churches, Pub,
Garage

Objectives

Actions

Who

Timescale

To ensure the on-going
viability of one or both
facilities

1.1.1 set up working party  

PPC

Short Term

1.1.2 investigate the feasibility of
combining the Pavilion &
Memorial Hall

P&MHWP

Med Term

1.1.3 if not feasible identify
works required to ensure both
remain as viable units

P&MHWP

Med Term

1.2.1 set up working party

PPC

Short Term

1.2.2 investigate the viability of a
community shop

SWP

Med term

1.2.3 if viable create an action
plan of the way forward

SWP

Med Term

To investigate the viability of
a community shop

To ensure the ongoing
viability of these facilities

Will be included in section 7
Planning & Development
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2.0 Communication
No.

Sub
Heading

2.1

4ward mag

2.2

Parish Website

Objectives

Actions

Who

Timescale

To improve Communication
in the Parish

2.1.1 improve articles re Parish
activities
2.1.2 make 4ward mag available
on-line

KS

Short Term

KS

Complete

2.2.1 expand website to include
suggestions from questionnaire
returns
2.2.2 create User Group to
keep data up-to-date
2.2.3 educate Parishioners re
website

KS,
Webmaster

Med Term

PCC

Med Term

KS

Med Term

To improve local website

2.3

E-mail

To improve communication
in the Parish

2.3.1 collect e-mail addresses of
Parishioners wishing to receive
communications

KS, BT

Short Term

2.4

Notice Boards

To improve communication
in the Parish

2.4.1 set up working party
2.4.2 investigate the need for
further notice boards
2.4.3 if required create an
action plan of way forward

PCC
NBWP

Short Term
Med Term

NBWP

Med Term

2.5.1 educate & encourage
Parishioners to participate in
SGC survey

PCC

Short Term

Objectives

Actions

Who

Timescale

To ensure the Parish & it’s
facilities are maintained & in
good order

3.1.1 set up community action
group
3.1.2 identify tasks to be
performed
3.1.3 create action plan

PPC

Short Term

CAG

Med Term

CAG

Med Term

3.2.1 set up working party
3.2.2 review existing signage &
establish any new requirements
3.2.3 review the need for a
village map
3.2.4 create action plan

PCC
SgWP

Short Term
Med Term

SgWP

Short Term

SgWP

Med Term

3.3.1 educate dog owners to
use facilities in place
3.3.2 increase signs
3.3.2 install additional bins if
required

PCC

Short Term

PC
PC

Short Term
Med Term

2.5

Broadband

To improve internet access

3.0 Community
No.
3.1

3.2

3.3

Sub
Heading
Community
Action Group

Signage

Dog Fouling

To ensure adequate signage
is in place in the Parish

To reduce instances of dog
fouling in the Parish

4.0 Security
No.
4.1

Sub
Heading
Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme

Objectives

Actions

Who

Timescale

To reduce crime in the Parish

4.1.1 set up working party
4.1.2 investigate how many
schemes required
4.1.3 identify parishioners
willing to run & participate in
schemes
4.1.4 create schemes

PCC
NWSWP

Short Term
Med Term

NWSWP

Med Term

NWSWP

Long Term

Who

Timescale

5.0 Environment
Sub
Heading

Objectives

Actions

5.1

Parish
Environment

To maintain & improve the
Parish Environment

Will be included in section 3.1
Community Action Group

5.2

Heating Oil
Scheme

To reduce oil costs

5.2.1 Make Parishioners aware
of the existing schemes

PCC

Short Term

5.3

Flood
Prevention

To reduce the risks of
flooding in the Parish

5.3.1 educate the Parishioners
as to the types of flooding ie
surface water & tidal
5.3.2 set up working party
5.3.3 identify risks to Parish of
flooding
5.3.4 create action plan to
mitigate those risks
Will be dealt with as a separate
initiative when required

PCC

Med Term

PCC
FPWP

Med Term
Long Term

PC

On-going

5.5.1 set up a working party
5.5.2 investigate the possibilities
of reducing the instances of
electrical outages eg cables
underground
5.5.3 if any possibilities
identified create an action plan
of the way forward

PCC
EWP, ENS

Long Term
Long Term

EWP

Long Term

No.

5.4

Nuclear
Power Station

To ensure the Parish gets the
best out of any new Nuclear  
Power Station

5.5

Electrical
Cables

To reduce the instances of
Electrical Outages

FPWP

Long Term
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6.0 Roads & Transport
Sub
Heading

Objectives

Actions

Who

Timescale

6.1

Public
Transport

To ensure that the current
services are supported

6.1.1 publish details of services
available

PPC

Short Term

6.2

Roads

To ensure that the local
roads are safe & in good
order

6.2.1 set up a Working Party
6.2.2 create an action plan of
the way forward

PPC
RWP

Med Term
Med Term

6.3

Footpaths

To ensure the safety of
pedestrians

6.3.1 set up a Working Party
6.3.2 investigate the need for
additional footpaths in the
Parish
6.3.2 if required create an
action plan of the way forward

PCC
FWP

Med Term
Long Term

FWP

Long Term

6.4.1 set up a Working Party
6.4.2 investigate the need for
additional parking in the Parish
6.4.3 if required create an
action plan of the way forward

PCC
PWP

Med Term
Med Term

PWP

Med Term

Objectives

Actions

Who

Timescale

To understand the
requirements of the Parish
regarding any housing
development

7.1.1 hold a Community event
to discuss the findings of the
Parish Plan
7.1.2 set up a Working Party  
7.1.3 identify the housing
requirements for the Parish
7.1.4 ratify any proposed
housing requirements with the
Parish & Parish Council
7.2.1 create an action plan of
the way forward
7.2.2 get Village Design
Statement agreed by SGC

PPC

Short Term

PCC
DWP

Short Term
Med Term

DWP

Med Term

DWP

Med Term

DWP, SGC

Med Term

No.

6.4

Parking

To ensure there are safe &
adequate parking facilities

7.0 Planning & Development
No.

Sub
Heading

7.1

People

7.2

Plan

To create a Design
Statement for the Parish

GLOSSARY
CAG
BT			
DWP
ENS
EWP
FWP
FPWP
KS			
NBWP
NWSWP
PC 			
PCC
PWP
P&MHWP
RWP
SGC
SWP
SgWP

Community Action Group
Barry Turner
Development Working Party
Electrical Network’s Supplier
Electrical Working Party
Footpaths Working Party
Flood Prevention Working Party
Keith Sullivan
Notice Board Working Party
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Working Party
Parish Council
Parish Plan Committee
Parking Working Party
Pavilion & Memorial Hall Working Party
Roads Working Party
South Gloucestershire Council
Shop Working Party
Signage Working Party
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Oldbury Parish Map

Notes

Contact Information
Alan Coles
Peter Everton
Paul Feltham
Sarah Hayden
Peter Orford
Paul Pitfield
Rachel Pitfield
Jane Perkins
Keith Sullivan
Barry Turner

01454 419458
01454 413633
01454 414910
01454 413945
01454 415346
01454 411978
01454 411978
01454 414570
01454 417865
01454 413551

http://www.oldburyonsevern.org.uk
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Oldbury on Severn
Parish Plan 2012
This Community led Plan has been produced for the Parish of
Oldbury on Severn by the Parish Plan Steering Group
It is the result of consultation with and surveys of the views
and aspirations of those who live and work in the Parish. It
incorporates an Action Plan intended to pave the way for these
aspirations & preferences to be met.
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