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FOREWORD

Foreword by Cllr Heather Goddard
Chair of Environment and Community Services Committee
March 2017

I am delighted to launch the first Page Park Tree Management Plan which
will help protect and preserve this beautiful park for many years to come.
Trees in Page Park are an intrinsic part of its appeal and what makes it
such a relaxing, inviting place to visit whether it’s for a leisurely stroll, one
of the many events held in the park or to visit the new community café
which will be opening in summer 2017. In particular, the avenues of lime,
pine and horse chestnut trees are cherished and iconic features of the
park which many local residents and users of the park closely associate
with Staple Hill.
This management plan aims to protect the existing trees and in doing so,
preserve the park’s heritage and identity, as well as ensuring the park
remains a safe place for all visitors and a haven for wildlife. To meet these
criteria some trees may require remedial work or selective felling and in
the latter case, I am pleased this council is committed to planting a new
tree wherever possible. Officers have worked with the Friends group and
partners and carried out a public consultation on how best to preserve
the central Edwardian avenue and further consultation will take place
before any decisions are taken.
This plan has been produced at an exciting time for Page Park and is part
of a £2.2million regeneration project which includes a £1.6million Heritage
Lottery Fund Parks for People Programme grant. Work underway includes
a new café and community room, restoration of the historic clock tower
and other heritage features, a new play area, and a programme of
activities to engage more people in using the park.
In introducing the Tree Management Plan, I would like to thank the Friends
of Page Park and Council officers for their diligence and dedication to
protecting the park’s natural assets and giving careful consideration to
how they are best preserved for future generations.
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Report author: Ian Monger is a respected arboriculture consultant whose experience
stretches across all aspects of the industry. He has worked as a tree surgeon in the
private sector which has provided him with a sound practical knowledge of trees and
how various species respond to works. His ability to produce tree management plans,
work specifications and his all-round awareness of the planning process relevant to
trees, comes from his time working as a local authority tree officer in North Somerset. This
ability to look at populations of trees and develop ongoing plans in consultation with
local communities has been the key to the production of the Page Park Tree
Management Plan.
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Page Park Tree Management Plan 2017-2020
1. INTRODUCTION
Introduction
Enhancing green space in South Gloucestershire
One of the features people most value about living in South Gloucestershire is the
high quality of the local environment and easy access to parks, open spaces and
the countryside. These provide important resources for sustaining wildlife,
community well-being and healthy lifestyles and we recognise the need to
protect them. The Council Strategy identifies priority actions that will help deliver
this vision. This includes commitment to work with our communities to conserve,
enhance and manage our open spaces and to protect biodiversity and to
improve the quality of those areas for wildlife and recreation.
The South Gloucestershire Sustainable Community Strategy 2012 sets out a shared
vision for the people who live, work and visit South Gloucestershire; working
together to meet today’s requirements without damaging the ability of future
generations to meet their needs. This vision involves three key areas of relevance
to this management plan:

Our Places:




Ensure the social, cultural, health and educational needs of all residents are
met.
Conserve and enhance our green spaces, networks and countryside for
the benefit of people, wildlife and the wider environment.
Care for our villages, towns and neighbourhoods and our countryside to
retain and enhance their appearance, sense of place, civic pride and
historic connections.

Our Communities:


Strengthen the contribution made to our communities by encouraging
volunteering, community and voluntary action, respecting and listening to
their voice when making decisions, use their expertise to provide local
services.

Our Health:


Help people make healthy choices and enjoy a healthy lifestyle; ensure the
design of communities encourages play, recreation and active lifestyles.
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Purpose of the Management Plan
From the very outset, trees in Page Park were planted as one of the main features
and attractions of the park. As they have grown and matured, so the park has
become an important ‘green lung’ within Staple Hill and the wider area. The trees
in and around the park create a sense of escape from the busy urban
environment, mark the changing seasons and provide a living space for people
and wildlife.
Trees grow and age, and are subjected to damage and disease. In some cases,
tree health can decline making them unsafe so that a tree has to be pruned or
removed. Unlike a woodland, there is no natural regeneration of trees in the park.
So, if we are to ensure that the trees at the park do not dwindle in number over
the coming decades we need to have a management plan in place. The
management plan sets out how we will monitor, manage and enhance the tree
population in the park to ensure that we pass on to future generations a Page
Park as beautiful and enjoyable as the one we have today.
This management plan describes and evaluates the present tree population
within the park, and the tree management issues that we face. It sets out
objectives for the future management of the trees, and prescribes the activities
which should be carried out in the future.
The local community has been consulted in the drafting of the Plan. This has
included two public talks, park discussion walks and two online consultation
surveys. The feedback, comments and suggestions have been taken into
account in preparing the Plan.
Any actions agreed in the plan will not necessarily be implemented with
immediate effect. There would be a need to look at how best to phase works
especially regarding avenue management, which could be over decades.
The Plan will be reviewed every 3 years to measure achievements and respond
to new challenges and opportunities.
Further information about Page Park is available at
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/
We will deliver our service to all residents of South Gloucestershire in accordance
with the South Gloucestershire Council Equality and Diversity Policy.
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The benefits of trees
Trees are unique amongst assets because they increase in value over time, rather
than decrease in value. But like all assets they can require management to
maintain their value in a safe and acceptable condition.
Trees provide us with a wide range of direct and indirect environmental, social
and economic benefits1. For example:
Trees maintain and strengthen our environment by cooling the air and shading us
from heat, improving air quality by removing pollutants, providing a home to
wildlife and increasing biodiversity, intercepting rainfall to reduce flooding.
Trees improve society and our communities because we enjoy their aesthetic
value and they give us a sense of place. Trees and green spaces encourage us
outside for recreation and exercise. By removing pollution trees can help lower
the incidence of asthma.
Trees bring economic benefits, such as increasing property values. They are less
expensive to maintain than other types of green space such as grassland, and if
carefully managed woodlands can provide wood and timber products for sale.

Vision and Aim
Our vision for Page Park’s trees is a healthy and valued tree population in
perpetuity, which is sensitively-managed and enhanced to protect its role in
making the park a place which people love to visit, and in contributing positively
to our health and the wider environment of Staple Hill.
The overall aim of the Tree Management Plan is to protect the park’s existing trees
through appropriate management; meet our legal obligations around tree risk
and safety and, ensure the tree population is sustained for future generations, for
wildlife and for our environment.

Responsibility for the Plan
The management plan has been written following consultations with stakeholders
including local community groups, organisations and individuals. Implementation
of the plan will be led by officers of South Gloucestershire Council.
In June 2016, a ‘Stage 1’ consultation with residents took place on an initial
assessment of the trees in the park, a review of tree management and how to
ensure a healthy population of trees is maintained into the future. The consultation
involved a Tree Management launch event, a Tree Management Day involving

1

Forestry Commission England have produced a useful summary ‘The Case for Trees’ available to
download at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-87yek2. See also Forest Research, 2010,
‘Benefits of green infrastructure’, Report by Forest Research. Forest Research, Farnham, available
to download at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/infd-8a9a2w
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tree tours and a dedicated consultation webpage to host key documents as well
as the online and paper survey 2.
Following feedback from residents in the summer, members of the Project Team
prepared a draft Page Park Tree Management Plan and sought the views of
residents and stakeholders on the proposals (‘Stage 2’). A dedicated consultation
web page was again set up to host the surveys and the draft tree management
plan 3.
The consultation process involved both a paper and online survey, email and
written responses, and was open from November 2016 until January 2017.
Twenty two online surveys were returned.

Key stakeholders, including the Friends of Page Park and the Avon Bat Group, will
be encouraged to take an active role in the future management of the park.
Acknowledgements
This Tree Management plan has been initially funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund
Park for People grant programme4. The Heritage Lottery Page Park Project is part
of a national Heritage Lottery Fund programme called ‘Parks for People’.
In 2015 South Gloucestershire Council and the Friends of Page Park were awarded
a grant of £1.6 million to restore Page Park over a period of three years, in
recognition of the importance of this green space in the ‘heart’ of Staple Hill,
where people come to enjoy high quality facilities, outdoor events and activities,
to relax and meet other people in a safe, well managed and welcoming setting.
Further information about the Heritage Lottery Page Park Project is available at
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/pagepark-the-heritage-lottery-project/

The consultation report is available at https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/gf2.ti//762178/23437829.1/PDF/-/Tree_Mngmnt_Consultation_Report__Aug_16.pdf
3 The consultation webpage is at
https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/consult.ti/pageparktrees2/consultationHome
4 https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/parks-people
2
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2. DESCRIPTION OF PAGE PARK
Name of the Site
The site is known as Page Park.
Location Map

Location
District: South Gloucestershire
Parish: Downend and Bromley Heath
Address: Page Park, Park Road, Staple Hill, Bristol, BS16 5LB
Grid Reference: ST 655 760
Access
Page Park has eight pedestrian access points, which are located in the mid-point
of each side of the square park, and in each corner. All pedestrian access is from
the surrounding pavement, and all but one (the eastern access) have dropped
kerb access. The mid-point pedestrian gates from the north also have a step.
There is no onsite parking without appointment, but ample on-road parking on
the roads immediately surrounding the park. Four vehicular access gates are used
primarily for maintenance and event access, but the southern entrance can be
used by prior arrangement. Advisory-only residential disabled parking bays are on
three sides of the park near to the entrances. The park is very well served by bus
routes.
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Summary
Page Park is a fine example of an Edwardian municipal park and is one of only
two such traditional public parks in South Gloucestershire. It was originally part of
the Hill House estate. It was gifted to the community of Staple Hill by a local
benefactor, Alderman Arthur William Page in 1910. The park was laid out over the
next few years in a typical formal arrangement with flower beds, lawns and trees.
Other features were added to the park including a bandstand, drinking fountain,
wrought iron gates, war memorial, tennis pavilion and courts over the succeeding
years.
Today, a key feature of the park are the avenues of mature Austrian Pine, Lime,
London Plane and Common and Red Horse Chestnut trees.
Tenure
South Gloucestershire Council own the freehold and are responsible for site
management. The address for correspondence relating to the park is:
Community Spaces Improvements Team
Environment and Community Services Department
South Gloucestershire Council
PO Box 299
Civic Centre,
High Street,
South Gloucestershire.
BS15 ODR
Status
The park is not within a Conservation Area. No Tree Preservation Orders have been
made for trees in the park. This is usual practice for trees under the ownership and
management of a Local Authority. No other statutory landscape, wildlife or
habitat designations apply to the park.
Map coverage
O.S. 1:50,000 Landranger Sheet 172
O.S. 1:25,000 Explorer Sheet 155
Photographic Coverage
1:10,000 aerial photographs taken in 2006 are held by South Gloucestershire
Council.
Physical
Area: 7.5 hectares (approx.)
Topography: The site is level, and is at approximately 22 metres above mean sea
level.
Geology: The park is over Downend Member Sandstone, with shallow Sandy Clay
soil.
Trees
About 280 trees grow in the park today. Most of the trees still present are from the
original planting of the park. Many of these are within the avenues of mature
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Austrian Pine, Lime, London Plane and Common and Red Horse Chestnut trees,
which line the boundary promenades and the central north-west paths leading
to the clock tower. Some younger additional and replacement trees, such as
Norway Maple and Hornbeam have been planted within the avenues. A more
informal grouping of trees has been planted around to the south of the
bandstand and towards the east gate, including Silver Maple, Copper Beech,
Alder, Sycamore and Cherry.
Some Page Park tree statistics:






52 species of tree are now found within the park, 12 of which are native
species.
26% of the trees are evergreen, and 74% are deciduous.
Lime, Horse Chestnut, Black Pine, London Plane make up 70% of the trees.
Maples (Norway, Silver, Sycamore, Ash-leaved) make up 14% of the
park’s trees.
Adding these last two figures together means that 84% of the trees in the
park are made up of only 5 genera of tree species.

The trees are of high nature conservation value in a local context.
The following few pages introduce some of the more common and prominent
tree species within the park.

Broad-leaved and Common Lime









Tilia platyphyllos & Tilia x europaea.
Make up 36% of trees in park.
Broad-leaved Lime native to England
and Wales particularly found in the
Pennines, Wye Valley, Cotswolds and
SE downland scarps.
Broad & Small-leaved Lime, once the
‘climax’ vegetation of SE England.
Common Lime is a hybrid of the two.
Planted for some centuries in parkland
and avenues.
To 42m.
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Horse Chestnut & Red Horse
Chestnut











Aesculus hippocastanum –
Horse Chestnut.
Planted since 1616.
Horse Chestnut confined in
wild to mountains in N
Greece/Albania.
Aesculus x carnea – Red Horse
Chestnut.
Planted since 1818.
Cross between Horse Chestnut
& Red Buckeye.
Often cankered and poorly
formed. Conker shell is almost
smooth.
Together make up 24% of trees
in the park.

Austrian or Black Pine








Pinus nigra spp. Nigra.
23% of the trees in Page Park.
Very common in parks and
shelter belts.
Provides foliage and
screening through the winter
months.
To 43m tall.
From Austria to central Italy
and the Balkans.
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London Plane







Platanus x hispanica
5% of trees in the park.
Hybrid of Oriental Plane and
American Buttonwood.
From Spain or southern
France around 1650.
To 44m.
Tolerant of pollution and bark
stays clean.

Tulip Tree








Liriodendron tulipifera.
Nova Scotia to Florida.
Introduced in 1685,
and one probable
original tree thrives in
Surrey.
Easily damaged by
storms.
Tulip-like green and
orange flowers in June.
Towers to 36m.
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Red Oak








Quercus rubra
E North America.
Introduced in 1724.
Soft timber.
Relatively short-lived.
Often damaged by storms.
Bark usually stays very
smooth.

Sweet Chestnut









Castanea sativa
Southern Europe and North Africa,
Asia Minor.
Introduced by Romans and now
naturalised.
Latin ‘sativa’ means cultivated by
humans.
Chestnut ‘porridge’ from seeds.
Lives to very great age.
Very strong timber, and can be
coppiced for straight, durable stakes.
Grows to 36m.

Page 15 of 69

Page Park Tree Management Plan – March 2017
South Gloucestershire Council

The tree quality assessment plan on the following page was prepared by a
qualified arboriculturalist to gain an understanding of the quality of the trees within
the park. It categorises each tree as either A, B or C quality. Consideration has
been given to visual/structural impact within the park (e.g. height, spread, form),
interest (e.g. species, seasonal interest), and health and condition. It is recognised
that these categorisations are subjective, but the plan gives a useful visual key to
value and longevity of each tree within the park. It has been updated to include
the new young trees planted in March 2017, and the species list for these is
included within Appendix 3.
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Other flora and fauna
An ecological survey was carried out in 2014 by Wessex Ecological Consultancy,
Bristol, on behalf of the council. No protected species were recorded during the
surveys (although protected bat species are known to use the site for foraging).
The survey found that the avenue of trees in the north-western part of the park
support particularly abundant and diverse growths of lichen. These include
species generally uncommon in urban areas, such as Usnea subfloridana,
Parmotrema perlatum, Pertusaria amara and Pertusaria pertusa. Trees elsewhere
in the park have a reasonable diversity of bryophytes, including the mosses
Dicranum scoparium and Dicranoweisia cirrata and the liverwort Metzgertia
furcata.
Felled trees have been retained in several places, providing a good quantity of
dead wood and habitat for groups such as fungi and invertebrates.
The following bird species were recorded in the park: blackbird, blackcap, blue
tit, carrion crow, chaffinch, collared dove, dunnock, goldcrest, goldfinch, great
tit, greenfinch, herring gull, house sparrow, jackdaw, jay, magpie, robin, song
thrush, starling, wood pigeon and wren. House martin and swift were seen feeding
over the park. Song Thrush, House Sparrow and Starling are UK Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) priority species.
There are very few holes, crevices or dense growth of ivy in the park that could
be used by roosting bats. There are records of bats, largely pipistrelle species but
also other species such as serotine, noctule and brown long-eared in the wider
area and it is likely that these species use the park for foraging.
Cultural & History
The land for the park once formed part of the Hill House Estate and was donated
to the people of Staple Hill by Alderman Page. Page Park has an Edwardian
design and character and was established to provide a place for relaxation and
leisure for the people of Staple Hill who mostly worked in industry and
manufacturing. The official opening ceremony took place on 14 December 1910.
In the following years and decades park seats, a drinking fountain, public
conveniences and a band stand were built through donations and public
subscriptions. There also followed tennis courts and a tennis pavilion, the memorial
gates, a children’s sand pit, putting green and bowling green and pavilion. During
World War II Queen Mary visited the park. Page Park played an important role in
the lives of local people during World War II.
The original purposes of the park envisaged by Alderman Page and his
contemporaries were linked to the needs of the local working class community.
Staple Hill remains a predominantly working class community today and the park
still fulfils the same functions today as it did in 1910 and this provides a social and
cultural link between the heritage of the park and the local community.
The Clock Tower building has become a symbol of Staple Hill.
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3. SUSTAINABILITY OF THE TREE POPULATION
Drivers for maintaining and enhancing the tree population
Climate change
The scientific consensus is that climate change will mean increased risk of floods,
droughts and heat waves in the UK. For the council, the major impacts will be an
increased need to protect people and their private property, as well as the
increased cost of managing and maintaining our public assets, such as highways
surfaces, buildings and open spaces. Trees can help to mitigate climate change
by absorbing and temporarily locking-up carbon dioxide, thereby reducing
overall greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere. Trees can also help us adapt the
urban environment to the effects of climate change by providing shade to cool
surfaces and buildings, and by slowing the flow of water to help reduce the risk of
flooding. These are examples of how trees can provide ‘resilience’ to the effects
of climate change which can be highly cost-effective when compared to other
options.
Health
The entire population of South Gloucestershire is affected by the environment in
which they live, work or otherwise spend time in. The council’s Joint Strategic
Needs Assessment (JSNA) 5 is concerned with wider social and environmental
factors that have an impact on people’s health and wellbeing. It recognises that
the environment in which people live affects their health; both directly (for
example through air pollution), and also indirectly through its impact on behaviour
(for example by facilitating active travel to encourage physical activity). Creating
a physical environment in which people can lead healthier lives is a hugely
significant factor in reducing health inequalities6.
Poor air quality can have a significant effect on people’s health, particularly those
with heart and/or respiratory conditions. Air pollutants can arise from a variety of
sources, including transport, industry and the commercial and domestic sectors.
The main source of air pollution in South Gloucestershire is road traffic. Gaseous
pollutants like nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide and ozone irritate the airways of
the lungs, increasing the symptoms of those suffering from lung diseases. Trees can
have a positive impact on air quality because they can absorb these pollutants.
Fine particles of pollution are carried into the lungs where they can cause
inflammation and a worsening of heart and lung diseases. Trees help by trapping
these particles on their leaves to be washed away when it rains.
Air quality monitoring has shown that the national limit for nitrogen dioxide has
been exceeded in three areas: Staple Hill crossroads, Kingswood Regent Street
5

Available at http://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/completejsna/
Marmot, M. (2010) ‘Fair Society Healthy Lives’,
http://www.instituteofhealthequity.org/projects/fair-society-healthy-lives-the-marmot-review
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and Cribbs Causeway M4 roundabout J17. The council’s Air Quality Action Plan
(AQAP) aims to encourage tree and shrub planting through the planning process
and within urban designs to help combat pollution in these areas.
Studies have shown that the presence of trees and green spaces has been
strongly linked to an increase in healthy activities of those who live near them. For
example, a study of school children’s mode of transport to school found a
correlation between the presence of street trees and an increase in school
children walking to school, and attributed this to the increased shade and
aesthetic value that trees provide. Another study found that access to green
areas and gardens reduced stress and lowered the likelihood of obesity,
especially in those aged below 25 7.

Constraints for tree management
Climate change
The changing climate will impact the existing tree population, and may limit what
tree species can be planted. Drier and warmer summers will result in increasingly
severe soil moisture deficits which will reduce tree growth. Wetter autumn and
winter periods may reduce tree stability and increase the risk of ‘wind-throw’. The
incidence and severity of tree disease and pest outbreaks will increase because
warmer climate and, particularly, warmer winters will allow tree pests and
pathogens to extend their range. These things may lead to a depletion of our
existing tree asset, and increase the cost of managing trees. Tree planting projects
in the future must consider species more carefully; they should be able to
withstand changed climatic conditions and resist the changing pathogens that
may flourish in more favourable weather conditions.
New pests and diseases
As global trade has increased, so has the arrival of new pests and diseases.
Climate change may also play a role now and in the future, by moving the range
of pests and diseases northwards because of milder, wetter winters. New tree
pests and diseases, such as Emerald Ash Borer, Oak Processionary Moth, Chalara
Ash Dieback, Massaria Plane Canker and Horse Chestnut Bleeding Canker,
threaten the health of amenity trees and woodlands, the ecosystems which they
support and our access to and enjoyment of them8.
It is important that the council works with national bodies such as DEFRA and
Forest Research to stay up to date on new and existing threats, and remains
vigilant to investigate new reports and pass these on to government agencies
and in responding to government advice in dealing with new arrivals and
outbreaks.
7

Dye, P. (2013) ‘More trees for a better community? A study of tree canopy cover in South
Gloucestershire and its relationship to socio-economic well-being.’ BSc Dissertation, University of
Central Lancashire.
8 The latest research and advice on recent and potential pest and diseases of trees is available
at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pestsanddiseases
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The Council Savings Programme
Like all local authorities, the council faces tough financial challenges as
government austerity measures continue. The reduction in available resources will
mean fewer services with a focus on our core activities, and a more efficient
council which seeks better value for money.
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4. POLICY & STAKEHOLDERS
South Gloucestershire Council plans and reports
The Council Plan 2016-2020 sets out our plans for achieving the best for our
residents and their communities. One of the four broad themes of the South
Gloucestershire Council ‘Council Plan 2016-2020’ aims to ‘enhance our natural
and built environment, develop low-carbon, health promoting integrated
communities with a strong sense of place connected by well-planned transport
networks.’ Maintaining and improving the quantity and quality of our public and
private tree asset can contribute to fulfilling this aim.
http://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/councilplan/
The ‘South Gloucestershire 2026’ Sustainable Community Strategy 2012 has been
put together and will be monitored by the South Gloucestershire Partnership
which is made up of private, public, voluntary and community groups who work
with communities to identify and tackle key long, medium and short-term local
issues.
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/localism/sustainablecommunity-strategy/
The South Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy 2012-2015 is a strategy
framework and supporting action plans which set out the council’s plans for
delivering the transition to a low carbon South Gloucestershire and an energy
system that is more secure.
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/environment/climate-change/climate-changestrategy/
South Gloucestershire Council’s Landscape Character Assessment (LCA)
Supplementary Planning Document was revised to incorporate biodiversity
considerations and was adopted by the council in 2014. It provides a statement
of the character of South Gloucestershire’s landscapes, their distinctive attributes
and features, together with an assessment of the changes that are taking place
in the landscape and strategic guidance to help steer future evolution. For each
distinctive landscape character area, the LCA provides a ‘landscape strategy’;
strategic guidance for the future evolution of each character area. For the
Kingswood LCA, the strategy includes an action to: Secure the sensitive
management and enhancement of existing civic parks, formal and informal open
spaces to protect and enhance their landscape character, heritage value,
recreational function and biodiversity value, and their resilience to increased use.’
The South Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) aims to contribute
towards safeguarding and benefiting the species and habitats making up the
plan and to provide an identity and focus for nature conservation work
throughout South Gloucestershire. The plan includes an action plan for the UK
priority species Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos), which is present within the park.
The plan includes a target of creating and enhancing habitat for the species.
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South Gloucestershire Council resources
South Gloucestershire Council has allocated budgets for tree management and
grounds maintenance within the park.
Other ring-fenced sources of funding include the Heritage Lottery Fund grant,
Section 106 capital projects, the friends’ group budget, and match-funding for
community projects.
Friends of Page Park
The first meeting of the Friends of Page Park took place in 1999, after local
concerns had grown about the condition of the park and drawing on the
achievements of a similar group elsewhere in the district. Since then funding has
been raised for a number of projects including the replacement of the garden for
the disabled by an accessible sensory garden, a new aviary, new play equipment
and the restoration of the Edwardian bandstand. The group has organised a
number of consultation exercises and has been instrumental in increasing use of
the park as a community space through events and through support from local
schools and groups. The Friends of Page Park is committed to developing and
protecting the park and membership is open to anyone who would like to assist
in this endeavour. Further information is available at:
http://www.friendsofpagepark.co.uk/home.html.
Events and groups
A range of annual and regular events take place in the park, including:
 Music in the Park – a programme of bands and concerts;
 Bark in the Park – event to promote responsible dog ownership and
including a fun dog show;
 Big Lunch – annual picnic in June, with music and entertainment;
A wide and growing range of clubs and groups use the park, including:
 Page Park Bowls Club;
 Staple Hill Runners Group;
 ‘Bootcamp’ fitness classes;
 group self-development and confidence therapy;
 gardening activities and volunteering, particularly within the Sensory
Garden;
 Active Family Club;
 Street games and sports for children at the same time as fitness for their
parents and carers.
Interpretation and promotion
The council carried out an audit of site interpretation, entrances and signage in
2014 and produced the Page Park Interpretation and Signing Plan 2015, which
sets out a co-ordinated framework for the signage and interpretation of the park.
It identified two key interpretive activities relating to trees, including this Tree
Management Plan. The other activities include:


training for volunteers in tree identification, tree management techniques,
tree care and maintenance, tree health;
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consider suitable species to replace the limes and other trees (taking into
account soil conditions, climate change, tree size, siting etc.);
devise options for a tree management programme for the park and
undertake consultation with the local community and park users on these
options, and;
Page Park Tree Trail – a selection of some of the most interesting trees in the
park will be chosen for inclusion in the tree trail. The selected trees will be
marked in some way. A downloadable leaflet will be produced to show the
route of the tree trail and location of trees, along with information to interpret
what is special about them – people will be able to explore the tree trail with
the printed material and it will be suitable for use by schools and parents with
young children.

Visitor Survey
A visitor survey ‘The Future of Page Park’ was first carried out in 2010. As part of the
Heritage Lottery funded restoration project. Further visitor surveys will take place
over the course of the project.
Publicity and website
Notice boards within the park are used to advertise events and other aspects of
the management of the park. These are an effective means of communicating
with visitors. The local press also covers events.
Information about the management of Page Park, and its events are available
on the South Gloucestershire Council website at www.southglos.gov.uk
The main sources of information about the park’s history, events, and news are
the website of the friends’ group and the regularly updated Facebook page.
These are at:
www.friendsofpagepark.co.uk
www.facebook.com/FriendsofPagePark/
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5. TREE MANAGEMENT
South Gloucestershire Council Tree Asset Management Plan
The council is currently developing its Tree Asset Management Plan, and this key
document will describe how we will manage the tree assets along our highways
and within our public spaces, and how we will respond to requests from the public
to carry out work to them. It will set out how we will maximise the value of our tree
assets, and aim to increase tree cover to respond to climate change, improve
biodiversity and enhance our landscapes. It will take account of national and
local policies, plans and guidance.
The overall aim of the Tree Asset Management Plan will be to protect the existing
tree asset through appropriate management; meet our legal obligations around
tree risk and safety, and maintain and encourage biodiversity. It also aims to
respond to climate change and enhance the landscapes of South
Gloucestershire by increasing tree cover on public and private land.
The council’s vision for trees within South Gloucestershire is a healthy and valued
tree population which is recognised for its strategic importance in helping us
respond to climate change, and which grows to achieve tree cover of 15% on
public and private land across the district by 2060.
Tree management responsibility
Trees within the park are managed primarily by the team of full time arboricultural
officers within South Gloucestershire Council’s Department of Environment and
Community Services.
Tree management resources
The tree management budget is primarily used to respond to emergency tree
issues and carry out general tree pruning or tree felling to reduce risk to users of
the park and adjacent highways, and to property. Some of the tree budget may
be used for tree planting and young tree maintenance, although availability for
this depends on other district-wide tree management priorities.
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Management Aims
Vision and Aim
Our vision for Page Park’s trees is a healthy and valued tree population in
perpetuity, which is sensitively-managed and enhanced to protect its role in
making the park a place which people love to visit, and in contributing positively
to our health and the wider environment of Staple Hill.
The overall aim of the Tree Management Plan is to protect the existing tree asset
through appropriate management; meet our legal obligations around tree risk
and safety, and; ensure the tree population is sustained for future generations, for
wildlife and for our environment.

Management Objectives
Safe and Well Maintained
1

Ensure we meet our legal obligations as a tree owner around tree safety,
as well as our other statutory responsibilities and policies as Local Highways
Authority and Local Planning Authority.

Ensuring a diverse tree population for future generations
2

Maintain the existing canopy cover within the park through a programme
of new tree planting and tree replacement planting to ensure a younger
generation of healthy trees within the park.

3

Increase tree species diversity and visual interest within the park.

4

Assess, monitor and respond to significant existing tree diseases present
within the park, and be aware of and monitor for new disease threats.

5

Have a clear action plan in place to maintain the distinctive tree avenues
in the future.

6

Ensure the right balance is maintained between tree canopy cover and
open spaces for recreation.

7

Prevent damage to existing and recently planted trees.

Biodiversity
8

Improve tree and shrub habitats to enhance biodiversity.
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Sustainability
9

Ensure that the trees within the park are managed in as sustainable a
manner as possible.

Community Involvement
10

Initiate, maintain and promote tree interpretation.

11

Increase and support the role of the friends’ group and other community
involvement.

Management
12

Review and update the Management Plan.

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS

Objective 1: Ensure we meet our legal obligations as a tree owner around
tree safety, as well as our other statutory responsibilities and policies as
Local Highways Authority and Local Planning Authority.
Rationale: Trees are living organisms that can grow to a large size. They can be
damaged by the weather and weakened by pests and diseases. They can fall
over or branches can fall to the ground. Where people, traffic or structures are
nearby there is the potential for injury or damage, and so as tree owner we are
expected to keep this risk at a reasonable level.
It is important to remember, however, that the council cannot, and is not
expected to, guarantee that a tree is safe. We have only to take reasonable
care such as could be expected of the reasonable and prudent landowner.
Doing more would cause an unacceptable loss of the many benefits trees
provide.
Like any landowner, the council has a duty to take reasonable care to avoid acts
or omissions that cause a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to persons or
property9.
As an employer, the council has a duty to ensure, ‘so far as is reasonably
practicable’, that employees, contractors and members of the public are not put
at risk10. We are also required to “make a suitable and sufficient assessment of the
risks to the health and safety of persons not in his employment arising out of or in
connection with the conduct by him of his undertaking” 11 . This requires us to
undertake a risk assessment of the tree stock on our land.

9

The Occupiers’ Liability Act 1957 & 1984.
The Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
11 The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
10
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Therefore, it is our fundamental responsibility, in taking reasonable care as a
reasonable and prudent landowner, to consider the risks posed by our trees. The
HSE states that: “for trees in a frequently visited zone, a system for periodic,
proactive checks is appropriate”12.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Tree Asset Management Plan sets out how the
council will meet its legal obligations around tree risk and safety. Appendix 1 of
the Tree Asset Management Plan details the methodology employed to manage
tree risk and meet its ‘duty of care’ in law. The methodology implements the
National Tree Safety Group guidance ‘Common Sense Risk Management of
Trees’, published December 2011 13.
The top priority for tree management is public safety. We carry out regular risk
assessments of trees that we own. This tells us where harm is most likely to occur
and helps us decide what we need to do to keep people and property beneath
our trees reasonably safe. We prioritise our surveys, dealing firstly with trees in busier
areas. As one of our busiest areas, Page Park is a high priority for tree risk
management.
The council manages the annual risk of death or significant harm from trees within
the Health & Safety Executive’s ‘Tolerability of Risk Framework’, by assessing risk
and recommending control measures that reduce that risk as low as reasonably
practicable, and below the 1 in 10,000 threshold of annual risk of harm. The Tree
Risk Management Plan adopts the Quantified Tree Risk Assessment methodology
to assess the risk of harm from trees, which includes a formal inspection, with
detailed inspections carried out as necessary.

Management prescriptions:
1.

Monitor, assess and respond to risk from trees within the park as part of a
periodic and proactive inspection regime, and according to the council’s
Tree Risk Management Plan. Apply the Quantified Tree Risk Assessment
(QTRA) method to assess the risk from our trees.

2.

Respond to a report of a dangerous tree as an emergency. A report may be
received from any of a wide range of sources, and usually relates to a tree
or branch which has fallen during a severe weather event, but might relate
to other aspects of tree condition.

3.

Carry out a new tree safety inspection and risk assessment in line with the
council’s Tree Risk Management Plan.

4.

Carry out remedial work to trees to reduce the risk to acceptable levels
according to the Health & Safety Executive’s guidance.

12

Health and Safety Executive (2007). Management of the risk from falling trees. HSE Sector
Information Minute, SIM 01/2007/05.
13 Tree Safety Group (2011) Common Sense Risk Management of Trees. Forestry Commission,
Edinburgh. Available to download at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/publications
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5.

Fell or prune trees which are dead, dying or dangerous as quickly as possible.

6.

Inspect trees which residents have expressed concern about, and provide
and explain our response (NB. We are unlikely to undertake tree surgery work
for reasons of shade, interference with TV or satellite signals, blocked views,
overhanging gardens or any other non-legal reason).

7.

Promptly respond to any insurance claim relating to one of our trees once
we have thoroughly examined the circumstances.

8.

Remove branches which obstruct free passage of roads and pavements or
cause a danger, and clearing street lights, traffic signs and signals, sightlines
and crossings when a problem is reported.

9.

Record our tree risk management decisions, so that we can demonstrate we
are acting reasonably according to our legal ‘duty of care’ and the public’s
expectations.

Objective 2: Maintain the existing canopy cover within the park through a
programme of new tree planting and tree replacement planting to ensure
a younger generation of healthy trees within the park.
Rationale: The trees within the park are one of its key features and attractions for
visitors, and bring many benefits. Tree canopy cover has been shown to have a
positive correlation with wellbeing. Studies show that where tree canopy cover
increases there are higher house prices, less crime, faster hospital recovery rates,
fewer cases of asthma, more frequent participation in outdoor exercise, more
cohesive communities, calmer people, higher educational achievements,
increased economy, happier shoppers and cleaner air 14.
The need to maintain and increase tree cover has been identified at a national
level by Government, and at the local level in South Gloucestershire Council’s
adopted Landscape Character Assessment.
However, as trees grow and age, and are subjected to damage and disease,
their health can decline. They can become unsafe so that a tree has to be pruned
or removed. If trees are not replaced their numbers will be reduced. The majority
of trees within the park today were planted when the park was created, and so
are of a similar age. It is important to plan for the future and introduce new
planting today so that there is sufficient time for trees to mature for the future.

Management prescriptions:
10. After considering each case carefully, undertake pruning or felling work only
if a tree is dead, seriously diseased or dangerous, or may become so, and

14

Forest Research, 2010, Benefits of green infrastructure. Report by Forest Research. Forest
Research, Farnham, available to download at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/infd-8a9a2w
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carry out such work according to British Standard 3998: 2010 Tree work –
recommendations.
11. Wherever possible, plant a replacement tree when a tree has to be felled.
12. Ensure future tree cover and interest within the park through a programme
of new tree and large shrub planting, possibly with the assistance of external
funding/sponsorship, for the provision of 20 new trees for the park by 2020.
Planting numbers will be contingent on appropriate planting space having
been identified and should be of tree/shrub species of high visual, cultural or
biodiversity value.
13. Provide basic young tree care training and support to the friends’ group to
assist the council in ensuring that recently planted trees are protected from
damage, and have the highest possible chance of establishing well and
having healthy futures.
14. If a significant tree had to be felled, explain the tree management decision
to the friends’ group before work is carried out, and utilise site notices to
ensure the public are well-informed.

Objective 3: Increase tree species diversity and visual interest within the
park.
Rationale: About 70% of the trees are of four types: Lime, Horse Chestnut, Austrian
Pine and London Plane. The Maples (Norway, Silver, Sycamore, Ash-leaved) take
this to about 84% of the trees. Although uniformity is an important feature of a
formal tree avenue, the low diversity of tree species leaves the tree population
more susceptible to damage and loss because of existing and new tree diseases.
In March 2017, 33 new trees were planted, which helped greatly towards the
objective of increasing tree diversity. The new trees have increased the tree
species diversity in the park by 58%. This project was made possible with funding
from The Forest of Avon Trust, Friends of Page Park and South Gloucestershire
Council. The new trees include exotic tree species which will bring great beauty
and year-round interest to the park. The list of species planted is contained in
Appendix 3.
Opportunities remain to increase the seasonal interest and biodiversity value
provided by the park’s trees and shrubs by planting species with a greater variety
of:






canopy sizes, heights and shapes
leaf shapes and colours
flowers, fruits and seeds
native and exotic origins
autumn colours
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Management prescriptions:
15. Carefully assess new tree planting positions, considering existing tree species
in the vicinity, views and vistas towards the new tree, the presence of
footpaths, structures and other facilities.
16. For replacement avenue trees, first consider the opportunity to maintain and
enhance the existing formal linear arrangement by replacing with the same
or similar tree species.
17. For specimen trees, select a species or cultivar with special visual or seasonal
merit – for example a species from the list in Appendix 2.

Objective 4: Assess, monitor and respond to significant existing tree pests
and diseases present within the park, and be aware of and monitor for new
pest and disease threats.
Rationale: A range of potentially very damaging plant pests and diseases, most
of which have entered from abroad, have presented a growing threat to tree
health in recent years.
The increase in new pests and diseases is, in part, due the to the large and growing
global trade in live plants. Urban development projects require large numbers of
semi-mature trees and shrubs, and many of these are imported from overseas
nurseries.
Despite increasing plant health controls and inspections at ports and airports, it
has proven impossible to keep new pests and diseases out. Pathogens can arrive
in the soil of potted plants. Insect pests, such as moth and beetle species, can
enter as larvae or live adults in freight containers or on vehicles, or as eggs laid on
or in the plants before they are exported.
Climate change may also prove to be an increasingly important factor, because
a warmer climate can make it easier for some exotic pests and pathogens to
survive and become established in Britain.
Some of these pests and diseases can be more virulent, fast-spreading and
unstable once they arrive in the UK than they are in their native habitats because
our ecosystems lack the environmental or biological controls (such as predator or
parasite species) which would otherwise keep them in check.
Of particular present significance within Page Park are the following pests and
diseases:
Phytophthora Canker fungus
This disease is present in various degrees of severity on many of the Lime trees
within the park, and is especially noted on the Lime trees within the central Lime
avenue to the north and south of the clock tower.
Page 31 of 69

Page Park Tree Management Plan – March 2017
South Gloucestershire Council

Phytophthora is a group of fungus-like pathogens which cause extensive damage
and mortality to a wide range of trees and other plants. The effects can include
root and root collar decay, stem cankers and branch dieback and defoliation.
Few trees in the UK were affected until 2009, when P. ramorum was found infecting
and killing large numbers of Japanese larch trees in South West England.

Evidence of
Phytophthora
damage to Limes
within the park.

Phytophthora attacks plants in over 80 genera. Of particular significance to Page
Park is the susceptibility of Common Beech, Horse Chestnut, Lime, Norway, Silver
and Sycamore Maples, and Tulip Tree. No cure has been found and there are no
effective chemical treatments available.
In 2012, the council’s tree officers took bark samples from a number of the Limes
in the central avenue and carried out chemical testing on the samples in order to
confirm infection with Phytophthora. The spores of this fungus spread primarily
through standing water. The ground beneath the avenue Limes had become
compacted through excessive footfall over the years and water was able to
accumulate beneath the trees.
Although some crown decline was evident it was felt expedient to employ a
contractor to de-compact the soil around the trees’ root systems. The soil structure
was broken up using high pressure nitrogen “blasts” through a probe that is
inserted at intervals around the rooting zone. This allows better gaseous
movement and improved drainage. To supplement the improved soil medium a
solution containing Mycorrhizal fungi is introduced into the soil through the probe.
The Mycorrhizae form symbiotic associations with the roots, increasing their
surface area and making them more efficient in terms of water and micronutrient
uptake.
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The efficacy of this treatment still remains to be proven. Although there is some
indication that general decline in the trees’ condition may have been restricted,
it is felt that we may have just bought more time.
A strategy for this key feature of the park is still necessary, but it is hoped that some
of the urgency may have been lifted.

Horse Chestnut Bleeding Canker bacterium Pseudomonas syringae pv. Aesculi
This disease is present in various degrees of severity on many of the Common
Horse Chestnut trees within Page Park.
A Great Britain-wide survey was carried out in 2007 to determine the incidence
and distribution of what appeared to be a new disease on Horse Chestnut. The
survey found that 49 per cent of trees showed symptoms of the disease. These
symptoms include areas of dying bark on a tree's trunk or branches that oozes, or
"bleeds", liquid. Where areas of dying bark encircle a stem or branch, that whole
part of the tree can die. In young trees this can be very disfiguring, and on older
trees, the exposed wood below the dead bark can be exposed to other
pathogens, such as decay fungi which weaken the structure of the tree.

Evidence of Horse Chestnut
Bleeding Canker within the park.

The most likely source of the disease was on trees imported to Britain for planting.
There is no chemical treatment currently available to cure or arrest the disease.
Moreover, some trees with trunk infections retain healthy-looking crowns and
might not deteriorate further. In some trees the disease progression can be very
slow, or even cease, with trees showing signs of recovery as vigorous callus
development occurs at the edge of wounds created when bark has been killed
by the disease. However, some trees die, and some have to be felled for public
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safety reasons when the condition weakens the trunk or a branch to a point where
it is in danger of falling.
Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner moth Cameraria ohridella
This tiny moth and its larva is an exotic insect pest which lives in Horse Chestnut
trees. It was first reported in the UK in 2002, in London and has since spread to most
of England, including Page Park.

© Soebe, 2005
CC BY-SA 3.0

The larvae (caterpillars) ‘mine’ within the safety of leaves, eating out the energyrich tissues before pupating. At high population densities, they can destroy most
of the leaf tissues by late summer, leaving the leaves looking brown, crisped and
unsightly. Although it can cause severe damage to Horse Chestnut leaves on an
annual basis, early discolouration and defoliation, on its own the pest does not
significantly impair trees' health, and they will usually flush normally the following
spring.

Early signs of attack by Horse
Chestnut Leaf Miner moth.
The moth itself is very
inconspicuous.
© Georg Slickers, 2005 CC BY-SA
3.0

However, it is possible that differences in climate, or interactions with other pests
and diseases, might lead to greater impact in the UK. Consequently, the
interaction of this pest with other pests and diseases, especially bleeding canker
of horse chestnut, is being studied by Forest Research.

Of particular future threat to trees within Page Park include the following pests and
diseases, amongst others:
Massaria disease of Plane trees fungus Splanchnonema platani
This fungus is affecting London plane trees (Platanus x hispanica) in England, of
which there are a significant number within Page Park.
The disease is associated with branches dying back and becoming prone to
breaking off and falling. The fungus had long been considered to be a weak
parasite, and only capable of causing minor damage. However, during the hot,
dry summer of 2003 it was found to be associated with branch death and rapid
decay in mature trees in Germany. Since then, similar episodes have been
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observed in Austria, the Netherlands and parts of France. Scientists are
investigating why the fungus has become increasingly associated with moreserious symptoms such as branch decay and failure.
Asian Longhorn Beetle Anoplophora glabripennis and Citrus Longhorn Beetle
Anoplophora chinensis
These pests pose a serious threat to a wide range of broadleaved trees in the UK,
and within Page Park they may pose a future threat to the Maples, Horse
Chestnuts, Alder, Hornbeam, Beech, Plane, Cherry, Red Oak and Sorbus trees,
amongst others.
Outbreaks of the Asian Longhorn beetle have been detected and hopefully
eradicated in the UK. It has caused extensive damage to trees in the USA and
Italy since being accidentally introduced there in recent years, and there have
been outbreaks in several other European Union countries. Although there are no
known outbreaks of the Citrus Longhorn Beetle in the UK, the numerous
interceptions since 2005 and outbreaks in Europe demonstrate that there is a
significant threat to the UK.

The Asian Longhorn beetle,
currently under good control in the
UK through eradication of known
outbreaks.

The beetles tend to stay close to the site of original infestation in the early stages
of an outbreak. However, they can fly more than 2km. Analysis of climate data
suggests that most of England and Wales and some warmer coastal areas of
Scotland are suitable for beetle establishment, but southeast England and the
south coast are at greatest risk. However, with changing climate in the future the
threat from these pests needs to be taken seriously.

Pine Processionary Moth Thaumetopoea pityocampa
These moth caterpillars feed on the needles of pine trees and some other conifer
tree species. Austrian Pine trees have been planted in Page Park as a major
feature of the boundary avenues around the park.
In large numbers, the caterpillars can severely defoliate trees, weakening them
and making them more susceptible to attack by other pests or diseases, or to
environmental stress caused by drought or excessive moisture.
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Pine Processionary
Moth caterpillars and
their nests – not
currently known to be
present in the UK, but
a potential future
threat.

© Mangatome, 2007 CC BY-SA 3.0

The caterpillars represent a public health hazard because they have thousands
of irritating hairs. These hairs can be blown by the wind into contact with people
and animals, resulting in painful skin irritations and rashes and, in some cases,
allergic reactions.
The moth is not currently known to be present in the UK, but it has been extending
its range across Europe towards the English Channel.
The latest research and advice on these and other significant pests and diseases
is available at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pestsanddiseases

Management prescriptions:
18. The council’s arboricultural team maintains awareness and improves its
knowledge of the latest research and advice on the significant present pests
and diseases affecting trees within the park, and of future threats identified
through Forest Research.
19. Trees, both within the park and district-wide, are monitored for existing and
new pests and diseases. Any new occurrences which require reporting to
Forest Research are reported, and any control requirements carried out
according to their requirements.
20. Follow the latest Forest Research pest and disease control management
recommendations in specific cases.
21. Ensure council and tree surgery contractor work planning and methods
adequately adhere to Forest Research biosecurity guidance and industry
best practice when carrying out tree surgery and in dealing with waste.
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22. Where resources allow, investigate and consider new and promising
treatments for pests and diseases, according to Forest Research advice.
23. Assess the risk of harm from dead or damaged tree parts to the public
according to the council’s Tree Risk Management Plan, and carry out
pruning or felling work where the risk has become unacceptable.
24. If a tree has to be felled or severely pruned because of pests or disease, or
its life expectancy has been significantly reduced, replace the tree with a
new tree of a species appropriate for the park and resistant or immune from
the disease.

Objective 5: Have a clear action plan in place to maintain the distinctive
tree avenues in the future.
Rationale: A key issue within the park is the future management of the Edwardian
tree avenues.
The Limes within the central avenue are suffering from Phytophthora root rot, and
are likely to progressively die, or need to be heavily pruned.
The central Lime avenue creates a dark setting at its southern entrance, and the
low light level does not allow a wide variety of flowering plants and shrubs to grow
here.
Maintaining a tree avenue is a difficult task. As trees die and are replaced, an
avenue will lose its formal appearance because trees will increasingly be of
different ages. Establishing a new avenue outside the existing one is difficult
because more recreational space is taken up and the new trees may not grow
upright and ‘true’ because of competition for light.
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The central Lime tree avenue near the clock tower. The two trees to the left have had
to be heavily pollarded because of dieback caused by Phytophthora disease.

A Lime tree next to the water
fountain, showing discoloured
foliage in Summer 2016, indicating
dysfunction.
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One management option to ensure the formal Edwardian avenue is maintained
for centuries to come is selective felling and replanting. To do this, pairs of trees
could be felled, the remaining trees ‘pollarded’, and new trees planted in the
gaps that have been created. However, this approach does involve felling
mature trees, but would ensure that we can maintain a healthy avenue of trees
for future generations.
As an example of what could be done, the following photographs were prepared
and presented to the public during Stage 2 of the consultation, which took place
between November 2016 and January 2017.

The central Lime tree avenue as it is today. The trees have historically been ‘pollarded’ a
number of times in the past, but have grown back happily. Photograph taken in early
2016.

Edited photo: Suggested management proposal to remove alternate pairs of the central
Lime avenue, reduce down height and spread of retained trees, and inter-plant with new
avenue trees.
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Edited photo: Imagined Lime avenue option after approximately 20 years following
planting of new trees in the spaces created by felling.

Aerial view as existing
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Edited photo: How the Lime avenue could look following selective felling, with new
replacement trees planted in the spaces created by felling.

During Stage 2 of the public consultation, four options for the Lime avenue to the
north of the clock tower were presented, and the public was asked which of the
following management options they would prefer:
1) Do nothing, and just allow individual trees to succumb to the disease over
time, and replace them as the need and opportunity arises.
2) Plant two new rows of trees of a different (resistant) species on the outside of
the existing avenue, although this will take more space, and the trees may not
grow upright.
3) Remove alternate pairs of trees and reduce the size and height of the
remaining trees by 50% to allow new trees of a different (unsusceptible)
species to be planted in the new gaps.
4) Something else (an idea which a respondent might want to suggest).

The Page Park Tree Management Plan Stage 2 2016/17 Consultation Report,
prepared by the Corporate Research & Consultation Team in February 2017,
analysed the responses.
Of the four options, option 3 (‘remove alternate pairs and replace’) was by far
the most popular with eight respondents strongly agreeing (38%) and nine tending
to agree (43%), combining for a total of 81% support.
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Of the other three options, option 1 (‘do nothing and replace’) saw support of
28% whilst support for option 2 (‘plant two new rows outside of existing’) dropped
to 12% or just two respondents.
Those strongly disagreeing and tending to disagree with the option 1 (‘do nothing
and replace’) formed 61% (11 respondents) whereas option 2 saw negative
agreement levels of 70% (12 responses).
In contrast, those in disagreement with option 1 numbered two people, or 10%
either tending to or strongly disagreeing.
Six comments from respondents were received. These included:






Advice to introduce more native species and to encourage wildlife by
retaining some diseased trees for a period.
Reduce the height, size and number of remaining trees to make room for new
tree planting.
To pollard the whole avenue.
Choose a varierty of species which may look “irregular” but also interesting.
Two comments advocated either removing the whole park to replace with a
forest or removing everything and starting again.

During the same consultation, options for the Lime avenue to the south of the
clock tower to the southern entrance gate were presented, and the public was
asked which of the following management options they would prefer:
1) Do nothing. The trees are fine as they are.
2) Remove four of the Lime trees only to create more light between the trees.
3) Remove four of the Lime trees and reduce the size of the remaining trees by
one third of their crown size to allow maximum light through the trees. Maintain
the remaining trees at a smaller size by pruning again in the future.
5) Something else. (an idea which a respondent might want to suggest).

The Page Park Tree Management Plan Stage 2 2016/17 Consultation Report,
prepared by the Corporate Research & Consultation Team in February 2017,
analysed the responses.
Option 3 had the highest agreement of the options presented, with three
respondents strongly agreeing (15%) and nine tending to agree (45%), combining
for a 60% score.
In comparison, option 2 had combined agreement levels of 37% (seven people)
whilst option 1 saw agreement reach just 22%, or four responses.
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Ten comments from respondents were received. Six comments referred to light;
five to either request improved lighting, note that the area south of the clock
tower is murky or to increase light via option 3 and cutting back the tree canopy.
One comment suggested however that trees were also important in providing
shade. Other comments suggested adopting the same plan as for the north part
of the avenue, to ensure regular pruning takes place or to replace dying trees as
they could be a health & safety issue.
There appears to be good general support for the positive action of Option 3 for
the avenue north of the clock tower, and option 3 for the Lime trees at the
southern entrance gate. However, the number of respondents was small, and so
the responses may not be fully representative.
It is important to reiterate that any actions agreed in the plan will not necessarily
be implemented with immediate effect. There would be a need to look at how
best to phase works especially regarding avenue management, which could be
over decades.
Given the low response level, it is important that any further action for the Lime
trees to the north of the clock tower is preceded with further consultation, both
with the friends’ group and the public. This would take the form of further publicity
and a public event to explain any proposals further. However, the 2016
consultation has been valuable in informing stakeholders and opening up
discussion over options.
Further consultation and discussion should be set in motion when the health and
condition of the Lime avenue trees degenerates further, and beyond an agreed
‘action threshold’.
It is suggested that this action threshold should be when:
 over 10% (3 trees) of the remaining Lime trees have died (3 trees), or;
 when over 20% (5 trees) of the remaining trees have declined to such a
degree that they need to be significantly reduced in size by pollarding to
maintain them in a safe state. (Note that this second figure excludes the two
Lime trees to the immediate north of the clock tower which have already
been re-pollarded for this reason).
Once either of the above thresholds is crossed, the indication will be that the
avenue is entering a more advanced state of general decline, when preemptive action is required to protect the avenue feature for the future.

Management prescriptions:
25. Council’s Arboricultural Officer team maintain awareness of the ongoing
condition of the Lime trees within the park, and particularly those within the
central avenue.
26. Council’s Arboricultural Officer team continue to review existing and new
research and advice on pathogen control and tree health measures which
might widen options for improving health of the trees.
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27. Council’s Arboricultural Officer team, Open Spaces team and friends’ group
to decide on action once the threshold of Lime avenue tree loss has been
crossed. The thresholds are suggested as being when over 10% (3 trees) of
the remaining Lime trees have died or, when over 20% (5 trees) of the
remaining trees have declined to such a degree that they need to be
significantly reduced in size by pollarding to maintain them in a safe state.
(Note that this second figure excludes the two Lime trees to the immediate
north of the clock tower which have already been re-pollarded for this
reason).
28. If the same group decide that intervention by selectively felling, pruning and
replanting is justified, to plan further publicity including a public presentation
event to explain the reasons for the management decision and demonstrate
the benefits.
29. External funding for the work to be sought, where possible, which might
include grant or corporate funding.

Objective 6: Ensure the right balance is maintained between tree canopy
cover and open spaces for recreation.
Rationale: Page Park was given to the people of Staple Hill in 1910 to be preserved
as an open space, and to be laid out and maintained as a recreation ground in
perpetuity. From its opening as a public park that year, trees have formed an
essential element of that open space. The 2017 Visitor Survey found that 10% of
respondents came to Page Park to make use of the sports facilities including the
tennis courts, bowls green, football & cricket pitches and the ball court. The most
common reasons respondents gave for visiting Page Park were to visit the
children’s play equipment (65%) and to attend an event (64%). A significant
number of people said they visit the park for a walk using the park for relaxation
or to get some air (58%), with the enjoyment of the park’s flowers/trees cited by
51%.
It is important to recognise that trees are shedding organisms, which shed bud
scales, flowers, fruit and seeds, leaves and twigs throughout the year. A
reasonable maintenance burden for footpaths, seats, play areas, sports surfaces
and buildings is an inevitable feature of the park.
However, it is important that future tree planting is properly considered and well
planned so that conflict between the trees and use of the park’s sports pitches
and facilities is minimised.

Management prescriptions:
30. New tree planting species, ultimate size and location to be carefully
considered in each case, and following consultation with the council’s
project landscape officer and the friends’ group representatives.
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31. Wherever possible, new tree planting to take place within the existing tree
canopy line, and any planting beyond this line in the vicinity of sports facilities
to take place after appropriate consultation.

Objective 7: Prevent damage to existing and recently planted trees.
Rationale: Considerable resources of time and effort have to be spent planting
and establishing new trees within a park. Even with the best efforts, some trees
may die because of poor species choice, planting location or inadequate
watering and aftercare. Damage due to vandalism, accidents or mistakes (such
as mowing or strimming grass too closely to the stems) can reduce the success
rate further. Good aftercare, training of volunteers and site staff and monitoring
of tree health in their early years will reduce avoidable losses and maximise the
investment that has been made.
Squirrels have a habit of gnawing the bark of young to early-mature trees, in
particular that of Acer (Maple) and Fagus (Beech) species and cultivars.
Following repeated and sustained attacks, the bark damage can eventually
allow in decay organisms, and cause disfigurement through stem and branch
failures. No control measures are reasonably available. Trees which have been
severely attacked, with no realistic chance of structural recovery, will need to be
replaced.

Management prescriptions:
32. The recommendations within British Standard 8545: 2014 ‘Trees – from nursery
to independence in the landscape’ will be adhered to when selecting tree
species and planting location, in procuring trees from a nursery, in handling
and storage, planting, and post-planting aftercare.
33. Provide on-site staff and visiting grounds maintenance contractors with
awareness training and guidance on tree aftercare and how to avoid
common causes of damage to trees.
34. A group of volunteers will be given tree identification, maintenance and
aftercare training to begin to build a pool of local knowledge and support
for the health of young trees, and to be able to carry out basic maintenance
checks and tasks.
35. Monitoring to identify squirrel attack of the bark of young to early-mature
trees by council staff and volunteers to allow severe attacks to be assessed
for impact on tree health and safety. Trees pruned or removed and replaced
if their safe longevity is severely reduced.

Objective 8: Improve tree and shrub habitats to enhance biodiversity.
Rationale: The trees and shrubs within the park provide an essential component
of the green infrastructure within Staple Hill and the district, which connects
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habitats by providing corridors for wildlife. The trees and shrubs support a good
variety of birds, including BAP species such as house sparrow and starling. The
diversity of lichens, mosses and liverworts is reasonably high and several of the
lichens are uncommon in urban areas. The trees are likely to be of reasonable
value for invertebrates. The diversity species within the park can be enhanced
by providing more diverse habitats and niches.
The 2014 Page Park Ecological Survey that there is a good quantity of dead
wood in the park and the provision of further areas would be beneficial. Dead
wood is of most value where it is retained in large sections and is in either total
or partial shade. Use as play equipment is compatible with most nature
conservation interest, but retention of some undisturbed logs would also be
valuable. If trees have to be removed for health and safety or other reasons it
would be beneficial to leave standing stumps up to 4m in height to provide
habitat: the communities of fungi and invertebrate that exploit such habitats
are different to those that use fallen wood.
There is at present little scrub in the park. This limits the value of the site for birds.
Thorny and berry-bearing shrubs in particular are valuable for nesting and
feeding birds in particular. The leaves and flowers of shrubs also provide food for
a range of invertebrates. The most valuable species are generally native, but
some non-native species are of value. Fruit-bearing species such as currants,
apples and pears are of particularly high value and a community orchard can
be a valuable biodiversity resource.
There is a large number of trees on the site and provision of bird and bat boxes
would be beneficial.
Underplanting areas of trees with tall herbaceous species would also be
beneficial for invertebrates in particular, and for bats and birds that might feed
on them. The comments made below are relevant to species choice; nightflowering species would be particularly valuable in attracting moths and other
nocturnal insects, and potentially bats.
There is currently little or no Ivy (Hedera helix) within the park. ivy is a native,
climbing evergreen plant with major ecological importance and so introducing
it to carefully selected trees within the park would bring high habitat value. Ivy
flowers are very rich in nectar, which is an important late autumn food source
for bees and other insects. The berries ripen in late winter when few other food
sources are available and are eaten by a range of birds including Thrushes. Its
leaves are eaten by the larvae of some species of Lepidoptera. The stems and
foliage provide important roosting sites for bats and nesting sites for birds.
Although very heavy infestations of ivy can supress tree growth in small trees, or
increase the likelihood of structural failure in very weakened trees, ivy itself does
not harm or kill a tree. By carefully selecting healthy, strong and defect-free trees
on which to grow ivy, its growth and impact on tree health can be monitored
by the arboricultural officers. Ivy can easily be removed from a tree in the future
by severing the stems at the base.

Management prescriptions:
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36. When carrying out necessary tree surgery work, consider opportunities to
create new niches, nesting and roosting sites where this would not present a
significant safety risk. The actions could include retaining deadwood within
trees, retaining standing dead stems, creating log piles, and creating cavities
in living trees.
37. Carry out a survey of existing bird and bat box provision within the park,
including the type, location, height, condition and occupancy of boxes.
38. Seek funding to install 20 new bat boxes and 20 new bird boxes within the
park, with the advice of the Avon Bat Group, Bat Conservation Trust and
RSPB. The activity can include community events to build boxes, with tree
climbing resource used to install the boxes.
39. Engage further with and support the Avon Bat Group in conducting a twiceyearly maintenance and occupancy check of bat boxes, usually at the end
of May and in August/September. The aim is to record occupancy and clean
bat boxes of disused bird nests and fauna such as snails.
40. Support future bat walk events within the park.
41. Plant ivy (Hedera helix) to be allowed to grow up 10 carefully selected
mature trees within the park, and monitor the relationship between each tree
and its Ivy in the future.
42. When planning new tree and shrub planting, and in consultation with the
project landscape officer and friends’ group, consider new tree and shrub
species which will attract invertebrates and birds, such as those with insectpollinated flowers, seeds and fruits, while bearing in mind the potential for
issues relating to fallen seeds and fruit.

Objective 9: Ensure that the trees within the park are managed in as
sustainable a manner as possible.
Rationale: Tree surgery, tree planting and other activities within the park take
place within the wider environment. All arboricultural activities in the park should
take into account how the use of resources and our impact on the local and
wider environment can be minimised. Legal restrictions apply to bird nests and
bat roosts.

Management prescriptions:
43. When planning tree surgery work, make most efficient use of contractor
travel to site by liaising with other council officers to avoid unnecessary travel.
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44. Mineral oils used in chainsaw lubrication are dispersed into the environment
and are a source of pollution. Priority should be given to biodegradable
vegetable chainsaw lubricants.
45. When tree surgery work is carried out within the park, any good quality timber
produced will be considered for reuse where this is feasible. Examples of the
use of timber include making formal or informal seating or other structures
where appropriate. However, it is commonly the case that a tree needs to
be felled because its stem or branches have become decayed, and so
timber quality can already be poor. In these instances, timber will be
considered for retention within the park for its habitat value as it continues to
decay.
46. Wood chip generated on site should be used for on-site mulching or footpath
surfacing where appropriate.
47. Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended and the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, all species of wild birds, their eggs,
nests and chicks, are legally protected until the young have fledged. Tree
work is best carried out outside the bird nesting season, which typically
extends from March until September, although in some cases it may begin
earlier than this. If work must be carried out within the bird nesting season,
the trees must be inspected to ensure that birds are not nesting in the trees
to be worked on. If nesting birds are present, the work must not proceed.
48. Before deciding whether or not to prune or fell a tree, inspect it carefully with
binoculars for the presence of cavities and crevices which might be used by
birds or bats. If valuable cavities or crevices are found, consider option to
retain them. If a potential bat roost cavity is identified, then it must be
checked by a licenced bat expert before works are carried out.
49. Herbicides should only be used where this is the most sustainable method to
control invasive vegetation near to trees. Only licensed personnel should use
herbicides.
50. Preference for Growing media should be material which has been
composted on site, where it is available and suitable. Where compost is
brought to site for tree planting, this must be peat-free.

Objective 10: Initiate, maintain and promote tree interpretation.
Rationale: Page Park provides a home for a wonderful array of mature trees
along with many birds, insects and other animals. The avenues of trees
contribute to the park’s Edwardian character. Visitors to the park have said that
they want to know more about the trees in the park 15.

15

Page Park interpretation and signing plan, 2015.
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Management prescriptions:
51. Create a Tree Trail – a selection of some of the most interesting trees in the
park will be marked in some way; the preference being with tiles / plaques
set in paths in front of the trees which will be numbered, include the name of
the tree and a design / artwork to help interpret what is special about the
tree. A downloadable leaflet will also be produced to show the route of the
tree trail and location of trees, along with information to interpret what is
special about them – people will be able to explore the tree trail with the
printed material and it will be suitable for use by schools and parents with
young children.
52. If tiles / plaques are decided as the most appropriate tree marker, work with
groups such as Page Park Pre-School group, Staple Hill Sure Start Centre, local
nurseries and early years’ settings, Beaver and Rainbow groups, church
groups, parent and toddler groups and after school clubs to develop, design
and manufacture between 10 and 12 tiles / plaques to be set in path
surfaces to mark the route of the trail.
53. Once the trail has been established, lead a number of guided walks to
explore the tree trail with local primary schools. In addition to this, a local tree
expert to lead a tree walk in years 2 and 3 of the project, to explore the trail
and discover other trees in the park in more depth. These walks will be
suitable for all, including people with mobility difficulties.

Objective 11: Increase and support the role of the friends’ group and
other community involvement.
Rationale: The successful and active friends’ group facilitates many aspects of site
management and provide a focus for community involvement. Links with other
groups in the area would allow resources and best practice to be shared.

Management prescriptions:
54. Strengthen the two-way chain of communication between the council’s
arboricultural officers and the friends’ group for reporting tree-related issues.
55. Keep the friends’ group informed, ahead of any remedial tree work being
carried out, of management decisions relating to trees within the park.
56. Involve volunteers in management actions, including 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 27, 28,
29, 30, 34, 36, 37, 41, 50, 51 & 56 below.

Objective 12: Review and update the management plan.
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Rationale: It is intended that this management plan should be amended as
necessary throughout its life and should be replaced after five years. This process
should be informed by appropriate survey and monitoring.
Management prescription:
57. Review and update the Management Plan in 2020.

Page 50 of 69

Page Park Tree Management Plan – March 2017
South Gloucestershire Council

6. FIVE YEAR ACTION PLAN
The tables below show when action on each management prescription needs to be taken, or whether they are ongoing
activities. For each management prescription, the individuals, groups or teams involved are listed, along with estimated costs
and funding sources.
Organisations & staff:
SGC South Gloucestershire Council:
TO
Tree Officer
PPG Page Park Project Group
GM Open Spaces Grounds Manager & staff
ARB Council’s Arboricultural (tree surgery and tree planting) Contractors
FG
ABG
VOL
VIS

Friends’ group
Avon Bat Group
Volunteers
Park visitors, user groups & clubs and other local community groups

Source of funding
E
existing resources e.g. officer time
R
revenue budget (Trees or Grounds Maintenance Budget)
C
capital grants (external and internal)
S
corporate or other sponsorship
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Objective 1: Ensure we meet our legal obligations as a tree owner around tree safety, as well as our other statutory responsibilities and
policies as Local Highways Authority and Local Planning Authority.
No. Prescription

1

2

3
4
5

Monitor, assess and respond to risk from trees
within the park as part of a periodic and proactive
inspection regime, and according to the council’s
Tree Risk Management Plan. Apply the Quantified
Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) method to assess the
risk from our trees.
Respond to a report of a dangerous tree as an
emergency. A report may be received from any
of a wide range of sources, and usually relates to
a tree or branch which has fallen during a severe
weather event, but might relate to other aspects
of tree condition.
Carry out a new tree safety inspection and risk
assessment in line with the council’s Tree Risk
Management Plan.
Carry out remedial work to trees to reduce the risk
to acceptable levels according the Health &
Safety Executive’s guidance.
Fell or prune trees which are dead, dying or
dangerous as a quickly as possible.

6

Inspect trees which residents have expressed
concern and provide and explain our response.

7

Promptly respond to any insurance claim relating
to one of our trees once we have thoroughly
examined the circumstances.
Remove branches which obstruct free passage of
roads and pavements or cause a danger, and
clearing street lights, traffic signs and signals,
sightlines and crossings when a problem is
reported.
Record our tree risk management decisions, so
that we can demonstrate we are acting
reasonably according to our legal ‘duty of care’
and the public’s expectations.

8

9

Lead Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5 – 10

Years
10 20

Costs
per
event

Funding Notes
source

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

£0 /
£600

E/R

TO

X

X

X

X

TO

All years – ongoing.

£2,000

R

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO

All years – ongoing.

£500

R

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E
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Objective 2: Maintain the existing canopy cover within the park through a programme of new tree planting and tree replacement
planting to ensure a younger generation of healthy trees within the park.
No. Prescription

10

11
12

13

14

After considering each case carefully, undertake
pruning or felling work only if a tree is dead,
seriously diseased or dangerous, or may become
so, and carry out such work according to British
Standard 3998: 2010 Tree work –
recommendations.
Wherever possible, plant a replacement tree
when a tree has to be felled.
Ensure future tree cover and interest within the
park through a programme of new tree and large
shrub planting, possibly with the assistance of
external funding/sponsorship, for the provision of
20 new trees for the park by 2020. Planting
numbers will be contingent on appropriate
planting space having been identified and
should be of tree/shrub species of high visual,
cultural or biodiversity value.
Provide basic young tree care training and
support to the friends’ group to assist the council
in ensuring that recently planted trees are
protected from damage, and have the highest
possible chance of establishing well and having
healthy futures.
If a significant tree had to be felled, explain the
tree management decision to the friends’ group
before work is carried out, and advise the public
using site notices to ensure the public are wellinformed.

Lead

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

TO

All years – ongoing.

TO
FG

All years – ongoing.

PPG
TO
FG

Years
5–
10

Years
10 - 20

X

TO
FG

X

Funding Notes
source

E

All years – ongoing.

TO
GM
FG

Costs
per
event

X

All years – ongoing.

£200

E/R

£5,000

R/C
/S

£0 /
£200

E/R

£0

E

Objective 3: Increase tree species diversity and visual interest within the park.
No. Prescription

Lead

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5 – 10

Years
10 - 20

Costs
per
event

Funding Notes
source
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15

16

17

Carefully assess new tree planting positions,
considering existing tree species in the vicinity,
views and vistas towards the new tree, the
presence of footpaths, structures and other
facilities.
For replacement avenue trees, first consider the
opportunity to maintain and enhance the existing
formal linear arrangement by replacing with the
same or similar tree species.
For specimen trees, select a species or cultivar with
special visual or seasonal merit – for example a
species from the list in Appendix 1.

TO
FG

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
FG

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
FG

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

Objective 4: Assess, monitor and respond to significant existing tree pests and diseases present within the park, and be aware of and
monitor for new pest and disease threats.
No. Prescription

18

19

20
21

22

Council’s Arboricultural Officer team maintain
awareness and improve knowledge of the latest
research and advice on the significant present
pests and diseases affecting trees within the park,
and of future threats identified through Forest
Research.
Trees, both within the park and district-wide,
monitored for existing and new pests and diseases.
Any new occurrences requiring reporting to Forest
Research are reported, and any control
requirements carried out according to their
requirements.
Follow the latest Forest Research pest and disease
control management recommendations in
specific cases.
Ensure council and tree surgery contractor work
planning and methods adequately adhere to
Forest Research Biosecurity guidance and industry
best practice when carrying out tree surgery and
in dealing with waste.
Where resources allow, investigate and consider
new and promising treatments for pests and
diseases, according to Forest Research advise.

Lead

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5 – 10

Years
10 - 20

Costs
per
event

Funding Notes
source

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
ARB

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
ARB

All years – ongoing.

£0

E/R
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23

24

Assess the risk of harm from dead or damaged
tree parts to the public according to the council’s
Tree Risk Management Plan, and carry out pruning
or felling work where the risk has become
unacceptable.
If a tree has to felled or severely pruned because
of pests or disease, or its life expectancy has been
significantly reduced, replace the tree with a new
tree of a species appropriate for the park and
resistant or immune from the disease.

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO

All years – ongoing.

£200

E/R

Objective 5: Have a clear Action Plan in place to maintain the distinctive tree avenues in the future.
No.

Prescription

25

Council’s Arboricultural Officer team maintain
awareness of the ongoing condition of the Lime
trees within the park, and particularly those
within the central avenue.
Council’s Arboricultural Officer team keep under
review existing and new research and advice on
pathogen control and tree health measures
which might widen options for improving health
of the trees.
Council’s Arboricultural Officer team, Open
Spaces team and friends’ group to decide on
action once the threshold of Lime avenue tree
loss has been crossed. The thresholds are
suggested as being when over 10% (3 trees) of
the remaining Lime trees have died or, when
over 20% (5 trees) of the remaining trees have
declined to such a degree that they need to be
significantly reduced in size by pollarding to
maintain them in a safe state. (Note that this
second figure excludes the two Lime trees to the
immediate north of the clock tower which have
already been re-pollarded for this reason).

26

27

Lead

Year 1
2016/1
7

Year 2
2017/1
8

Year 3
2018/1
9

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5 – 10

Years
10 - 20

Costs
per
event

Funding
source

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

PPG
TO
FG

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

Notes
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28

29

If the same group decide that intervention by
selectively felling, pruning and replanting is
justified, to plan further publicity, including a
public presentation event to explain the reasons
for the management decision and demonstrate
the benefits.
External funding for the work to be sought, where
possible, which might include grant or corporate
funding.

PPG
TO
FG

All years – ongoing.

£500

E/R

PPG
TO
FG

All years – ongoing.

£12,500

R/C
/S

Objective 6: Ensure the right balance is maintained between tree canopy cover and open spaces for recreation.

No. Prescription

30

31

Lead

New tree planting species, ultimate size and
location to be carefully considered in each
case, and following consultation with the
council’s project Landscape Officer and the
friends’ group representatives.
Wherever possible, new tree planting to take
place within the existing tree canopy line, and
any planting beyond this line in the vicinity of
sports facilities to take place after appropriate
consultation.

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5 – 10

Years
10 - 20

Costs
per
event

Funding
source

TO
PPG
FG

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
PPG
FG
VIS

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

Notes

Objective 7: Prevent damage to existing and recently planted trees.
No. Prescription

32

The recommendations within British Standard 8545: 2014
Trees – from nursery to independence in the landscape
– recommendations will be adhered to when selecting
tree species and planting location, in procuring trees
from a nursery, in handling and storage, planting, and
post-planting after-care.

Lead

TO
ARB

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

All years – ongoing.

Years
5 – 10

Years
10 20

Costs
per
event

£0

Funding Notes
source

E
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33

34

35

Provide on-site staff and visiting grounds maintenance
contractors with awareness training and guidance on
tree after-care and how to avoid common causes of
damage to trees.
A group of volunteers will be given tree identification,
maintenance and after-care training to begin to build a
pool of local knowledge and support for the health of
young trees, and to be able to carry out basic
maintenance checks and tasks.
Monitoring to identify squirrel attack of the bark of
young to early-mature trees by council staff and
volunteers to allow severe attacks to be assessed for
impact on tree health and safety. Trees pruned or
removed and replaced if their safe longevity is severely
reduced.

TO
GM

X

X

£0 /
£250

E/R

TO
PPG
FG
VOL

X

X

£0 /
£250

E/R

£0

E

TO
FG
VOL

All years – ongoing.

Objective 8: Improve tree and shrub habitats to enhance biodiversity.
No. Prescription

36

37

38

When carrying out necessary tree surgery work,
consider opportunities to create new niches, nesting
and roosting sites where this would not present a
significant safety risk. The actions could include
retaining deadwood within trees, retaining standing
dead stems, creating log piles, and creating cavities in
living trees.
Carry out a survey of existing bird and bat box provision
within the park, including the type, location, height,
condition and occupancy of boxes.
Seek funding to install 20 new bat boxes and 20 new
bird boxes within the park, with the advice of the Avon
Bat Group, Bat Conservation Trust and RSPB. The activity
can include community events to build boxes, with tree
climbing resource used to install the boxes.

Lead

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

TO
FG
ARB
TO
FG
ABG
PPG
TO
FG
ABG

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5–
10

Years
10 20

All years – ongoing.

X

X

X

X

X

Costs
per
event

Funding Notes
source

£0

E

£0 /
£150

E/R

£1,500 C / S
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39

40

41

42

Engage further with and support the Avon Bat Group in
conducting a twice-yearly maintenance and
occupancy check of bat boxes, usually at the end of
May and end of August/September. The aim is to
record occupancy and clean bat boxes of disused bird
nests and fauna such as snails.
Support future bat walk events within the park.

Plant Ivy (Hedera helix) to be allowed to grow up 10
carefully selected mature trees within the park, and
monitor the relationship between each tree and its Ivy
in the future.
When planning new tree and shrub planting, and in
consultation with the project Landscape Officer and
friends’ group, consider new tree and shrub species
which will attract invertebrates and birds, such as those
with insect-pollinated flowers, seeds and fruits, while
bearing in mind the potential for issues relating to fallen
seeds and fruit.

TO
FG
ABG
PPG
FG
ABG
TO
FG
ARB

X

X

X

X

£500

E/R

£250

E/R

X

£80

E/R

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

Ongoing – according to availability and
interest.
X

TO
PPG
FG

Objective 9: Ensure that the trees within the park are managed in as sustainable a manner as possible.
No. Prescription

43
44

45

When planning tree surgery work, make most efficient
use of contractor travel to site by liaising with other
council officers to avoid unnecessary travel.
Mineral oils used in chainsaw lubrication are dispersed
into the environment and are a source of pollution.
Priority should be given to biodegradable vegetable
chainsaw lubricants.
When tree surgery work is carried out within the park,
any good quality timber produced will be considered
for reuse where this is feasible. Examples of the use of
timber include making formal or informal seating or
other structures where appropriate. Decayed timber will
be considered for retention within the park for its habitat
value as it continues to decay.

Lead

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5 – 10

Years
10 20

Costs
per
event

Funding Notes
source

TO
GM

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
ARB

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

PPG
TO
FG

All years – ongoing.

£0

E
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46

47

48

49

50

Wood chip generated on site should be used for on-site
mulching or footpath surfacing where appropriate.

At all times comply with the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 as amended and the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000 with regards the legal protection of all species of
wild birds, their eggs, nests and chicks.
Before deciding whether or not to prune or fell a tree,
inspect it carefully with binoculars for the presence of
cavities and crevices which might be used by birds or
bats. If valuable cavities or crevices are found, consider
option to retain them. If a potential bat roost cavity is
identified, then it must be checked by a licenced bat
expert before works are carried out.
Herbicides should only be used where this is the most
sustainable method to control invasive vegetation near
to trees. Only licensed personnel should use herbicides.
Where compost is brought to site for tree planting, this
must be peat-free. growing media should be imported
to the site.

TO
GM
ARB

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
ARB

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
ARB

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

TO
GM
ARB
TO
GM
ARB

Objective 10: Initiate, maintain and promote tree interpretation.
No. Prescription

51

Create a Tree Trail – trees in the park will be marked
with tiles / plaques set in paths in front of the trees;
these will be numbered, include the name of the tree
and a design / artwork to help interpret what is special
about the tree. A downloadable leaflet will also be
produced to show the route of the tree trail and
location of trees, along with information to interpret
what is special about them – people will be able to
explore the tree trail with the printed material and it will
be suitable for use by schools and parents with young
children.

Lead

PPG
FG

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

X

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5–
10

Years
10 20

Costs
per
event

Funding Notes
source

£1,500 C / S
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52

53

Work with groups such as Page Park Pre-School group,
Staple Hill Sure Start Centre, local nurseries and early
years’ settings, Beaver and Rainbow groups, church
groups, parent and toddler groups and after school
clubs to develop, design and manufacture between 10
and 12 tiles / plaques to be set path surfaces to mark
the route of the trail.
Once the trail has been established, lead a number of
guided walks to explore the tree trail with local primary
schools. In addition to this, a local tree expert to lead a
tree walk in years 2 and 3 of the project, to explore the
trail and discover other trees in the park in more depth.
These walks will be suitable for all, including people with
mobility difficulties.

PPG
FG
VOL

X

PPG
FG
VIS

X

X

X

X

£500

E/C

E/C

X

X

£600

Years
5–
10

Years
10 20

Costs
per
event

Objective 11: Increase and support the role of the friends’ group and other community involvement.
No. Prescription

54

55

56

Strengthen the two-way chain of communication
between the council tree managers and the friends’
group for reporting tree-related issues.
Keep the friends’ group informed, ahead of any
remedial tree work being carried out, of management
decisions relating to trees within the park.
Involve volunteers in management actions, including 11,
12, 13, 14, 17, 27, 28, 29, 30, 34, 36, 37, 41, 50, 51 & 56.

Lead

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

TO
PPG
FG
TO
PPG
FG
PPG
TO
FG
VOL

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Funding Notes
source

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

All years – ongoing.

£0

E

All years – ongoing.

£0

E/R

Objective 12: Review and update the Management Plan.
No. Prescription

Lead

Year 1
2016/17

Year 2
2017/18

Year 3
2018/19

Year 4
2019/20

Year 5
2020/21

Years
5 – 10

Years
10 20

Costs
per
event

Funding Notes
source

Page 60 of 69

Page Park Tree Management Plan – March 2017
South Gloucestershire Council

57

Review and update the Management Plan in [year].

TO

X

X

X

X

£0

E
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7. SITE MANAGEMENT CONTACTS
Partnership working
The site is managed by South Gloucestershire Council in partnership with The
Friends of Page Park.
The main day to day responsibilities of managing the site, such as cutting grass,
maintaining sports facilities, buildings and toilets, and keeping the park clean and
tidy, is carried out by the council’s StreetCare section. The trees within the park are
managed by the council’s arboricultural officers. Implementation of this
management plan will be led by the arboricultural team, with input from the
StreetCare team and volunteers.
General site management
Community Spaces Team, Environment and Community Services Department,
South Gloucestershire Council, Civic Centre, High Street, Kingswood. South
Gloucestershire. BS15 ODR
Email: communityspaces@southglos.gov.uk
StreetCare helpdesk: 01454 868000
Website: www.southglos.gov.uk
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8. MONITORING AND REVIEW
Two monthly
• Friends’ group meetings held (SGC staff to attend at least two per annum).
Six monthly
• Carry out a twice-yearly maintenance and occupancy check of bat boxes,
usually at the end of May and end of August/September. Licenced
representative of the Avon Bat Group to be engaged in this process.

Three yearly
• Carry out a full site tree safety inspection and risk assessment in line with the
•

council’s Tree Risk Management Plan.
South Gloucestershire Council will review the whole management plan
document (see objective 12).
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9. APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1: SUPPORTING INFORMATION AND REFERENCES
Further advice and information about trees in South Gloucestershire is available
at http://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/
Forestry Commission England have produced a useful summary ‘The Case for
Trees’ available to download at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-87yek2
The emerging Charter for Trees, Woods and People is set to become an important
emerging national document. Its ambition is to place trees at the centre of
national decision making, and back at the heart of our lives and communities.
https://treecharter.uk/
The Trees and Design Action Group (TDAG) is a charitable trust promoting the
role of the urban forest throughout the United Kingdom.
http://www.tdag.org.uk/
The latest research and advice on recent and potential pest and diseases of
trees is available at http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pestsanddiseases

MANAGING AND MAINTAINING THE COUNCIL’S EXISTING TREE ASSET AND MEETING OUR LEGAL
OBLIGATIONS

BS3998: 2010 Tree work – recommendations. BSI Standards Ltd.
http://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/
National Tree Safety Group (2011) Common Sense Risk Management of Trees.
Forestry Commission, Edinburgh. Available to download free of charge at
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/publications

PROTECTING AND ADMINISTERING THE TREE ASSET IN SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE
The South Gloucestershire 2026 Sustainable Community Strategy 2012 has been
put together and will be monitored by the South Gloucestershire Partnership
which is made up of private, public, voluntary and community groups who work
with communities to identify and tackle key long, medium and short-term local
issues.
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/localism/sustainablecommunity-strategy/
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The Council Plan 2016-2020 sets out our plans for achieving the best for our
residents and their communities. http://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/councilplan/
The South Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy 2012-2015 is a strategy
framework and supporting action plans which set out the council’s plans for
delivering the transition to a low carbon South Gloucestershire and an energy
system that is more secure. http://www.southglos.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/climate-change-strategy/

IMPROVING THE TREE ASSET IN SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Forest Research, 2010, Benefits of green infrastructure. Report by Forest
Research. Forest Research, Farnham, available to download at
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/infd-8a9a2w
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE), 2010, Urban
Green Nation – building the evidence base, London, available to download at
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/report/urban-green-nation
Britt, C. & Johnston, M., 2008, Trees in Towns II - A New Survey of Urban Trees in
England and Their Condition and Management. Department for Communities
and Local Government: London.
The 2009 Forestry Commission report ‘Combating Climate Change: a role for UK
forests’ (the Read Report) examined the potential of the UK’s trees and
woodlands to mitigate and adapt to our changing climate. The ‘synthesis
report’ is available to download free of charge at
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/readreport
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APPENDIX 2: NATIVE AND EXOTIC TREE SPECIES CHOICES FOR PAGE PARK
NB: This list is far from exhaustive, but lists some of the finer specimen trees suitable
for planting within Page Park.
Trees for autumn colour
Trident Maple Acer buergerianium
Katsura Tree Cerciciphylum japonicum
Broad-leaved Cockspur Thorn Crataegus x prunifolia
Sweet Gum Liquidambar styraciflua
Tulepo Nyssa sylvatica
Persian Ironwood Parrotia persica
Trees for spring/summer foliage colour
Alder Alnus incana Aurea
Purple Birch Betula pendula Purpurea
Trees with fine foliage
Cut-leaved Alder Alnus glutinosa Laciniata or Imperialis
Cut-leaved Beech Fagus sylvatica Asplenifolia
Wild Service Tree Sorbus torminalis
Maidenhair Tree Ginkgo biloba
Trees with flower/berries/fruit
Yellow Buckeye Aesculus flava
Indian Horse Chestnut Aesculus indica
Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea Robin Hill
Indian Bean Tree Catalpa bignonioides
Wedding Cake Tree Cornus controversa
Dove Tree Davidia involucrate
Black Mulberry Morus nigra and White Mulberry Morus alba Platinifolia
Attractive bark
Paperbark Maple Acer griseum
Chinese Birch Betula albosinensis Fascination
Paper Birch Betula papyrifera
Tibetan Cherry Prunus serrula Tibetica
Large, spreading trees
Tree of Heaven Ailanthus altissima
Honey Locust Gleditsia triacanthos
Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifera
Oriental Plane Platanus orientalis
Hungarian Oak Quercus frainetto
False Acacia Robinia pseudoacacia
Weeping Silver Lime Tilia tomentosa petiolaris
Zelkova Zelkova serrata
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Upright trees
Fastigiate Hornbeam Carpinus betulus Fastigiata Frans Fontaine
Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Existing avenue trees
Red Horse Chestnut Aesculus x carnea
Common Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum
Austrian Pine Pinus nigra Austriaca
London Plane Platanus x hispanica
Small-leaved Lime Tilia cordata
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APPENDIX 3: SPECIES LIST OF NEW TREES PLANTED IN MARCH 2017
Numbers refer to the Tree Quality Assessment Plan above.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Black Pine Pinus nigra
Black Pine Pinus nigra
Small-leaved Lime Tilia cordata
Small-leaved Lime Tilia cordata
Small-leaved Lime Tilia cordata
Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Swamp Cypress Taxodium distichum
Katsura Tree Cercidiphyllum japonicum
Persian Ironwood Parrotia persica
Zelkova Zelkova serrata Green Vase
Cut-leaved Beech Fagus sylvatica Asplenifolia
Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifera
Cut-leaved Beech Fagus sylvatica Asplenifolia
Weeping Silver Lime Tilia tomentosa petiolaris
Cut-leaved Beech Fagus sylvatica Asplenifolia
Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifera
Turner’s Oak Quercus turneri x Pseudoturneri
Trident Maple Acer buergerianum
Persian Ironwood Parrotia persica
Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea Robin Hill
Wedding Cake Tree Cornus controversa
Black Mulberry Morus nigra
Katsura Tree Cercidiphyllum japonicum
Tibetan Cherry Prunus serrula Tibetica
Clerodendrum trichotomum
Dove Tree Davidia involucrata
Thornless Common Honey Locust Gleditsia triacanthos Inermis
Weeping Birch Betula pendula Tristis
Weeping Birch Betula pendula Tristis
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua Worplesdon
Maidenhair Tree Ginkgo biloba
Trident Maple Acer buergerianum
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This information can be made available in other languages, in
large print, Braille or on audio tape.
Please call 01454 868004 if you need any of these or any other
help to access council services.
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