
  
MINIMUM ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY STANDARDS

 

Severn Wye Energy Agency ensure  

your rental properties achieve an  

Energy Performance rating of E or above, 

and help you plan affordable improvements 

to keep your properties compliant.



01  Introduction
By April 2020, all rented properties in the UK will need to 
have an Energy Performance Certificate rated E or above.

This means that by law, landlords will no longer be able to let inefficient 

properties to tenants.

While these Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES) have been in place 

since April 2018, rentals with existing tenancy agreements have been able to 

postpone improvements or register an exemption.1

From April 2020, however, it will be illegal to rent a property without an Energy 

Performance Certificate (EPC) rated E or above. This is expected to rise to a D 

rating by 2025.

For many landlords and letting agents, achieving this will require significant and 

costly improvements to be made to their properties.

If a property that you let requires urgent attention, Severn Wye Energy 

Agency’s Landlord EPC Service will help you improve your property in the 

quickest, most cost-effective way.

1 See the guidance for domestic landlords provided by the UK Government: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/domestic-private-rented-property-minimum-energy-efficiency-standard-landlord-guidance



“Severn Wye enabled us to get the 
relevant rating for the property by 

making considered changes rather 
than the sweeping and costly 

suggestions made on the EPC, 
saving our client several 

thousand pounds.” 

Hugo Moulton 
Moulton Haus



02  Obligations
If you have an F or G-rated property that you wish to let 
after April 2020, you must act now to make improvements.

Usually, an individual landlord or 

letting agency will call in a Domestic 

Energy Assessor who surveys the 

property and provides a rating by 

issuing an Energy Performance 

Certificate (EPC). 

If a property falls outside of the 

required standard then the EPC can 

suggest works to increase the rating. 

These typically include expensive 

suggestions such as solar panels or 

wind turbines.

The Domestic Energy Assessor may 

not make further recommendations.

Once improvements have been made, 

the landlord or letting agent must 

commission a re-test in the hope 

that the property will now meet the 

Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard.

A more cost-effective way of making 

these improvements is to combine 

EPC testing with energy efficiency 

advice, using Severn Wye’s Landlord 

EPC Service.



The energy consultants at Severn Wye understand the 

complexities of the EPC and are often able to suggest 

basic, affordable improvements to the property. 

These increase the thermal comfort of the property 

considerably for your tenant, whilst still reducing overall 

energy costs.

Severn Wye’s Landlord EPC Service consists of an initial 

visit to record the data for the EPC. If the EPC achieves 

an ‘E’ rating then it is lodged in the usual way. If the 

EPC does not achieve the desired rating then it 

is not lodged, and the energy consultancy kicks in, 

surveying the property holistically, and making low 

cost suggestions first to improve the energy rating (all 

modeled to ensure they achieve the desired outcome). 

This can save a huge amount of money, time and 

disruption for the both the landlord and the tenant. 

When improvements have taken place a second visit to 

the property is arranged, and an EPC lodged that meets 

the standards required.

03  Landlord EPC Service
Severn Wye can find affordable ways to improve your rating.

STANDARD EPC MEES 2020

£60 £195 £450

MEES 2025Pricing structure
Our three-tier pricing 
structure is designed 
to help you get the best 
value for your properties

FROM



STANDARD EPC

+ VAT PER PROPERTY
UP TO 10% DISCOUNT ON MULTIPLE PROPERTIES

+ VAT PER PROPERTY
UP TO 10% DISCOUNT ON MULTIPLE PROPERTIES

MEES 2020

£60 £195 £450

MEES 2025

Ideal for A – E rated properties

Standard EPC issued

We can work with your tenant to find 
funding towards improvements

No recommendations given

Ideal for F or G rated properties

Tailored recommendations given 

Least-cost options modelled against 
EPC criteria

Guarantee the property reaches 
the required E rating following 
recommendations

EPC issued at E or above

We can work with your tenant to find 
funding towards improvements

Ideal for D, E F or G rated properties

Tailored recommendations given 

Low cost options modelled against EPC 
criteria

Guarantee the property reaches 
the required E rating following 
recommendations

EPC issued at E or above

We can work with your tenant to find 
funding towards improvements

Tailored multi-year improvement plan 
created by qualified Retrofit Designer

Recommendations that meet PAS2035 
quality standards

Additional active support available to 
coordinate improvements as required 
(may cost extra)

+ VAT PER PROPERTY
UP TO 10% DISCOUNT ON MULTIPLE PROPERTIES

FROM



04   Tenant support and funding

0800 500 3076 
warmandwell.co.uk

Severn Wye’s Warm and Well service provides free energy 
efficiency advice and access to funding for improvements

Warm and Well, a service run by 

Severn Wye and funded by local 

authorities across Gloucestershire 

and South Gloucestershire, can 

provide funding and grants for 

certain improvements to the property 

(including boilers, central heating and 

insulation) for qualifying tenants. 

So if more expensive work is needed 

to improve the EPC rating of a let 

property, we may be able to help with 

the costs of installation.

Finally, we will help your tenant 

manage their personal energy costs, 

giving information about the cheapest 

tariffs, how to run their energy system 

most efficiently, and ensuring they are 

aware of all benefits they are entitled 

to. 

We work in conjunction with many 

other agencies within Gloucestershire 

and South Gloucestershire, and can 

ensure your tenants access any other 

support they may need.



Severn Wye is a non-profit company and sustainability charity.

Our mission is to empower people and communities to  
improve quality of life, sustainability and wellbeing for everyone.

Company no. 3830608 
Charity no. 1083812

Get in touch to discuss your needs:

01452 835060

epcs@severnwye.org.uk

severnwye.org.uk

@Severn_Wye

01. Severn Wye conduct the assessment

02. The EPC is lodged if it achieves an E rating or above

03. If the property does not achieve an E rating, we survey the property 

and suggest low cost or funded ways to improve the rating

04. When the property is ready, Severn Wye lodge a successful EPC


