Thelma Bennett
(1923 - )
Thelma Bennett was 18 years old
when she survived the bombing of
Parnall Aircraft Factory, Yate.
The factory played an important
role in the war effort by making
gun turrets and other parts for
aeroplanes. Because of this it was
a target for German bombers.
Like many other brave women,
Thelma had joined up for war
work before it was compulsory,
knowing that the work might be
dangerous.

© Yate & District Heritage Centre

At 2.30pm on Thursday 27th
February 1941, 4000 people
worked at the factory and 55 were killed by the bombing.
Thelma went back to work the very next day. The works pass was the only
item salvaged from her burnt handbag.

Source of information / Further information: Yate Heritage Centre

Meriel James

Meriel James was a translator for
Rolls-Royce. In 1964, she started
work as a bilingual secretary on the
Concorde project with France. Meriel
translated between French and
English and became the Head
Translator.
Meriel worked closely with the
engineers and became knowledgeable
about the workings of jet engines. The
translations had to be very precise.

Emma Robertson

Emma from South Gloucestershire is an
Industrial Design Engineer at Renishaw.
She is passionate about encouraging
young people to consider a career in
engineering and is a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths)
Ambassador across South
Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire and
Bristol.
Emma believes it is important to show
young people, parents and teachers that
anyone can be an engineer She aims to
inspire more people to consider
a career in engineering.
Image: With Kind permission of Emma Robertson

Jean Williams

Image: with Kind permission of Jean Williams

Jean started at Bristol Siddeley
Engines in 1956, training in
shorthand, typing and English, and
worked for the Welfare Department,
leaving in 1962. Returning in 1968,
to the Inspection Department at
British Aerospace, her duties
included the vital work of keeping
service records for Britannia aircraft.
Jean also designed the form used
for the check list of changes for
Concorde, essential before each
flight. Transcribing handwritten
notes from technical staff sometimes
included correcting their English.

'Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now
is the time to understand more so that we fear less.' Marie Curie,
Physicist and Chemist
1930 Dorothy Wrinch co-founded the Biotheoretical Gathering, studying the
precursor to the DNA double Helix.

1941 Caroline Haslett became President of the Women's Engineering
Society and co- founder of the Electrical
Association for Women, whose slogan was: 'Emancipation from drudgery'.

1961 The Contraception Pill becomes available on NHS

1964 Dorothy Hodgkins won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for her work on
x-ray crystallography.

2002 Joyce Bell Burnell OBE, an Astrophysicist, becomes President of the
Royal Astronomical Society.

Romy Hardeep Gill, MBE
British-Indian chef, food writer, TV
presenter and Thornbury restaurant
owner, Romy Gill grew up in West
Bengal.
Romy moved to the UK in 1994,
leaving behind friends, family and
familiar food.
In 2013, she opened a restaurant,
Romy’s Kitchen, in Thornbury. She
has written for national newspapers
and magazines, been a judge on
Celebrity MasterChef and Radio 4’s
Food and Farming Awards, and
featured on Woman's Hour, BBC
Asian Network and 5 Live. She was
appointed an MBE in 2016. Her first
cookbook is due out soon.

Photograph credit: Kirstie Young

Minnie Louise Haskins
(1875 – 1957)
Minnie Haskins was a novelist and
poet. One of her poems was read out
by King George VI in his Royal
Christmas message of 1939.
Minnie was born at 2 Kingswood Hill,
Oldland, South Gloucestershire and
grew up in Warmley.
Minnie worked in a mission in London
and another in Madras, India. In
1918, she studied sociology at the
London School of Economics and
then taught there.
© Kingswood Heritage Museum

Minnie was involved with creating the
Institute of Industrial Welfare Workers
which worked on making sure that
conditions for workers in industry
were safe.

Source of information / further information:
Wikipedia.org/wiki/Mini_Louise_Haskins

Jekka McVicar
Jekka has lived in Alveston since
1987. Her passion for herbs led to
her creation of an organic herb
farm which currently grows over
650 varieties.
Jekka has won 62 Royal
Horticultural Society (RHS) Gold
Medals, 14 from Chelsea, and now
has a worldwide business.
Her ‘Complete Herb Book’ has
sold over a million copies. A Vice
President of the RHS, she is one
of the few women to hold their
prestigious Victoria Medal of
Honour.

Photograph Credit: Pete Axford

Jekka holds free open days for
local people, telling marvellous
tales about the herbs she grows.

Jackie Sims
Jackie founded the Filton
Community History Group.
Her achievements include
obtaining Millennium funding for a
history project for schools. She
also had Filton House (Pegasus
House) listed. She has
researched local subjects
including Shield Laundry, Filton
House, Bristol Aeroplane
Company prefabs. Jackie
volunteered for the Bristol Aero
Collection.
Jackie edited the oral history
book, ‘Filton Voices’, the ‘Wartime
Raid Memorial’ book and eight
other oral history books. Jackie
edited the interviews in ‘British
Workmanship at its Best’ which
are part of an exhibition at
Aerospace Bristol. Jackie’s work
for Filton’s heritage is an
outstanding legacy

Photograph credit: Jackie Simms

“Culture does not make people. People make culture. If it is true
that the full humanity of women is not our culture, then we can
and must make it our culture.” Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche
1929 Virginia Wolfe published 'A room of one's own'.

1949 Barbara Hepworth moved into the Trewyn Studios in St Ives and cofounded Penwith Society of Arts.

1989 Darcey Bussell was promoted to principal dancer of the Royal Ballet
at 20 years old.

2009 Carol Ann Duffy was appointed first female poet laureate after 400
years of men only in the role.

2013 Malorie Blackman, the first black women to be appointed Children's
Laureate.

Girls now have a chance to look up and see women playing
football, netball, softball and hockey and know that they can win
a gold medal too.” Angela Ruggiero, Ice Hockey Olympian

Ruggiero, Ice Hockey Olympian
1936 Dorothy Tyler MBE won a Silver Olympic medal in the high jump the
first British woman to win an athletics medal.
1969 Women’s Football Association was formed.

1964 Mary Rand MBE became the first British female to win an Olympic
gold medal in track and field.

2012 Felicity Ashton became the first person to ski alone across the
Antarctic land mass using muscle power, as well as the first
women to cross the Antarctic land mass alone.

2016 Laura Trott, cycling champion, becomes first British women to win
three Olympic gold medals at Rio.

Karen Butler
Girl Guiding inspired Karen to
start shooting while working
towards her Gold Duke of
Edinburgh award. Her first
competition was the European
Championship in Bruges.
Karen’s Paralympic debut was
at the 1992 Games in
Barcelona, 18 months after
taking up the air rifle. After
Atlanta, Sydney and London
2012, she also represented
Paralympics Great Britain
(GB) at Rio 2016.
Karen is an assistant at her
local Guide Unit, sails with the
Jubilee Sailing Trust and is an
Administrator for Bristol &
South Gloucestershire Girl
Guiding.

Image: with kind permission of Karen Butler

Hannah Cushley
Hannah is the owner of Fitmums
in Yate and has 17 years of
experience in the health and
fitness industry.
Hannah worked as personal
trainer, gym instructor, manager
and studio co-ordinator. Hannah
started Fitmums when her
youngest daughter was just nine
months old. She found that there
was a lack of fitness classes
where mums could bring their
babies to class with them and get
advice about pre and post-natal
training.

Image: with Kind permission of Hannah Cushley:
www.fitmumsyate.co.uk

Rosie Douglas
(1913 – 2000)
Rosie was the daughter of William
Douglas of Kingwood whose company
manufactured Douglas Motor bikes.
Rosie, with her sister Irene and cousin
Margaret, successfully rode in
competitions. They promoted the
Douglas product as reliable and winning
motor cycle. These successful women
won in trails, hill-climbs and other
events.
Images: With kind permission of Kingswood
Heritage Museum: Douglas

Dr Elizabeth Ann Trotman MBE
(1952 – 1997)

Ann was in a wheelchair for most of her
life.
In the 1980s she obtained an Open
University (OU) PhD in Disability
Studies.
In 1984 Ann represented Great Britain
in the Paralympics, held in New York.
She won three silver medals for
Women’s Club Throw, Javelin and
Slalom, and a Bronze in the Discus.
Great Britain came second in the Medal
Table beaten only by the USA.

© John Trotman

Ann also won four bronze medals and
was presented with a special gold
medal by the President of Korea for her
role in the 1988 International Coordinating Committee of the games and
in recognition of her outstanding
service to disability sport.
Ann was awarded the MBE for services
to Disabled Sports in The Queen’s
Birthday Honours List, June 1989.

Photograph credit: Jackie Simms

Primrose Granville
Primrose Granville is an award
winning broadcast journalist with
radios shows on BBC South West,
BCfm and Ujima.
As a role model manager, global
networker, community activist,
phenomenal speaker and host,
she promotes issues on race
equality, human and disability
rights, despite living with
disabilities and severe health
challenges, herself.
Primrose lives in South
Gloucestershire and her
involvement and contribution has
brought success to many events
and major initiatives.
Image: With kind permission of Primrose
Granville

Primrose aims to make a
difference to local community
groups whilst bringing people
together for fun and celebration.

Photograph credit: Jackie Simms

Aaliyah Hussain
Aaliyah Hussain, a second
Generation, British, Muslim woman
has family roots in Pakistan, India and
Zimbabwe.

Image: With kind permission from Aaliyah
Hussain

Aaliyah moved with her family to
South Gloucestershire in 2014. She
undertook a PhD in Politics and
International Relations. Aaliyah
became a community activist
championing Muslim women’s rights
and challenging racial hatred and
religious fundamentalism.
Aaliyah is a leading local voice in the
relationship between Islam, feminism
and social justice. Her organisation
WeRise (Women Empowered against
Racism, Injustice, Sexism and
Extremism) works to increase crosscultural understanding.

Photograph credit: Jackie Simms

Alex Raikes MBE
Alex Raikes is Strategic Director of
Stand Stand Against Racism &
Inequality (SARI). She has worked there
for 27 years.
Alex is a founding member of South
Gloucestershire Racial Equality Network
(SGREN). In the 2009 New Year’s
honours list she was awarded an MBE
for her work for Services toward
Community Relations.
Alex is a regular contributor on
local news programmes. She is
passionate about breaking down
barriers so people can live in
harmony. She hopes to find and
promote ways to stop hate crime in our
society.
Image: With kind permission of Alex Raikes
Alex is an innovative, dynamic and
committed facilitator and co-ordinator
who works hard to promote people’s rights.

Photograph credit: Jackie Simms

Sue Kelham
Sue Kelham is currently the Interim
Principal at a South Gloucestershire school.
Sue started teaching in 1989.
Throughout her teaching career, Sue has
been worked to tackle discrimination and
stereotypes with regards to the lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
community.

Photo taken by Rose Mahon, November 2018

Sue believes that being out at work has
enabled her to bring about change in the
schools she has been part of. This journey
has sometimes been funny, but hasn’t
always been easy and has been, on
occasions, terrifying. It has been a journey
of personal and professional growth; real
change is happening in some of our
schools.

Photograph credit: Jackie Simms

“People who may have seemed worn down by the struggles of
day to day life would leave inspired to take on new challenges
after a couple of hours in Sue’s company.” User, Yate Peer Support
Group, West of England Centre for Inclusive Living (WECIL), about Sue Liebow.

1922 The Law of Property Act allowed both husband and wife to inherit
property equally.

1944 Education Act makes secondary school free, raises school leaving
age to 15 and outlaws the marriage bar for teachers.

1976 Race Relations Act made it illegal to discriminate because of race,
colour, nationality or ethnic grounds in employment and education.

1995 The Disability Discrimination Act.

2017 Recl@im the internet is established to tackle misogyny and sexism
on line

Georgiana Budgett
(1867 - )
Georgiana may have been
responsible for inventing Red Cross
Parcels.
A letter from a Prisoner of War (PoW)
in Germany which told about the
terrible conditions, inspired her to
start a PoW fund to raise money to
send food and clothing to Bristol and
Gloucestershire captives.

Image: Bristol Library Services
Ref. No. BLS B248 Vol 1 - 045

By 1918 over 1000 men were
receiving 3 parcels fortnightly and she
and her volunteers had to raise
£40,000 annually. The soldiers called
her their ‘fairy godmother’.
She was invited to unveil the
Frenchay War Memorial in 1921.

Rosie Phillips

.

In 1999 Rosie founded the charity
Developing Health &
Independence (DHI). The charity
aims to bridge the gap between
homelessness and
addiction.
Every year the charity turns
around the lives of 5,000 people.
DHI works to provide affordable
homes for disadvantaged people.

Image: With permission of Developing
Health & Independence

DHI also organises an annual
conference for
families of those with addictions.

Lucy Hamid
Lucy Hamid came to work in Patchway in
1989 as Clerk to Patchway Parish Council
(now Patchway Town Council).
Lucy had a young family, a sociology
degree and lots of experience in
community work. ,

Image: With kind permission of Patchway
Conservation Group and Lucy Hamid

Lucy started summer holiday play schemes
and persuaded the council to set up play
areas in 5 areas. She also set up Patchway
Conservation Group and Patchway
Environmental Forum. This was so
members of the community could work
together to improve the open spaces and
environment.
Lucy also set up Patchway Local History
Group. She is a founder member of
Patchway & Bradley Stoke Community
Development Project, achieving great
things for the community.

Tina Mitchell- Skinner
Tina is the Chief Executive
Officer of Brain Tumour Support.
She began the charity after the
death of her husband Paul, aged
37.
The charity runs support groups,
home visits and specialist
support across the South West
and West Midlands. It helps
approximately 2,200 people
every year, including patients
and their families, at any stage
of the journey after hearing the
devastating news of a brain
tumour brings.
The charity also works with
professionals and internationally
to support awareness around
brain tumours.

Image: With permission of Tina
Mitchell-Skinner

“As women we must stand up for ourselves, as women we
must stand up for each other, as women we must stand up
for justice for all” Michelle Obama
1920 The Sex Discrimination Act allowed women access to the legal
profession and accountancy.

1941 National Service Act allowed for conscription for women, unmarried
20-30. Up to 43 and married unless with young children.

1975 Sex Discrimination Act made it illegal to discriminate against women
at work, education or training.
2015 Bobbie Cheema-Grubb QC became the first Asian women High Court
Judge.

2015 Major General Susan Ridge became the 1st female Senior Officer in
the British Army

Pat Apps
Pat has been a teacher, governor
and Labour councillor.
She has been the chair on
commitees about Health, and
housing as well as local groups in
Kingswood.
She has chaired the Over 50s
Forum, and along with other people
a community support charity in
Kindswood
She led a project for young people
who are having problems and also
a project which provides breaks
every year for children with
emotional problems. This led to a
charity which helps families to be
more positive with each other
through having the chance to have
doing more things together.

Image: © South Gloucestershire Council

Mary Blathwayt
(1879 – 1962)
Mary’s family were Blathwayts from
Dyrham Park, South
Gloucestershire.
Mary was an active member of the
Women's Social and Political Union
(WSPU). She worked closely with
leader, Annie Kenny in the South
West.
In 1912, when the campaign became
violent, she resigned from the WSPU
but remained a member of National
Union of Women’s Suffrage
Societies. (NUWSS).

Source of Information / Further
information: Frenchay Village Museum

© Bath Preservation Society

Heather Goddard

.

Heather was a teacher and a school
governor. She was a Conservative
District Councillor and served 32 years
as a District Councillor, as elected
member to Kingswood District and
South Gloucestershire Councils.
At South Gloucestershire Council,
Heather was Cabinet member for
Communities and Development of
Strategic Partnerships and External
Affairs and Developing Partnerships.
These influential partners enhanced
her passion to get involved and to
make a difference to local people.

© South Gloucestershire Council

Heather has been involved in saving
Hanham Youth centre and has been a
great supporter of Kingswood
Community Transport.

Sue Walker
.

Image: With kind permission of Sue Walker

Sue is married with one child and
worked for social services in child
protection.
A Liberal Councillor with Yate
Town Council and South
Gloucestershire Council since
1979, she was Chair of both
councils. Sue was a driving force
behind numerous projects
including Yate and District
Twinning Association, Men in
Sheds and The Dementia Worker
post, Yate.
Sue’s also served many local
organisations, the Baptist Church
and Football Club, amongst
others. Sue is most proud of
offering a home environment
where local residents felt able to
seek help with their casework and
problems

‘Elsie had her lip hit and it bled. I was hit by potatoes, stones,
turf and dust …Someone threw a stone as big as a baby’s head.’
Mary Blathwayt describing a National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies rally
in Bristol

1918 Representation of the Peoples Act allowed some women the vote for
the first time.

1928 All women in Britain gained the vote and electoral equality.

1958 The Life Peerages Act entitled women to sit in the House of Lords.

1979 Margaret Thatcher becomes first women Prime Minister.

2014 Nicola Sturgeon becomes First Minister of Scotland.

