
1 
 

      

  

 

 

 

WINTERBOURNE MEDIEVAL BARN 

HLF Bid Reference HG-15-04570 

Supporting Information 

WMB10 – Letters of Support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

1. English Heritage 

2. Architectural Heritage Fund  

3. Campaign to Protect Rural England 

4. Winterbourne Parish Council 

5. University of the West of England 

6. Frenchay Tuckett Society 

7. Avon Local History and Archaeology 

8. Bristol and Avon Archaeological Society 

9. Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society 

10. Bishopston, Horfield and Ashley Down Local History Society 

11. Guild of Knotters 

12. Stella Beecher – local resident and historian 

13. Winterbourne Willows 
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Mrs Sue Parsons  

  

By email  

  

   

Our ref:  

   

Telephone  

Fax  

  

Email  

PA00343846  

   

0117 975 0690  

0117 975 0683  

  

stuart.mee@englishheritage.org.uk  

 

16.7.2014   

Dear Mrs Parsons,  

  

WINTERBOURNE COURT MEDIEVAL BARN  

  

Thank you for inviting English Heritage to comment on the developing proposals for 

Winterbourne Court Medieval Barn, and for meeting with me on site on 10.7.14. The barn is 

listed at grade II* and is an exceptional survival of national importance, and as such English 

Heritage is keen to continue to engage with the development of proposals for the ongoing 

use and conservation of the site.  

  

The main barn at Winterbourne Court has been restored to a high standard and we 

understand that it is now proposed to address the remaining buildings, which are in varying 

states of repair. We welcome the broad aspiration to repair and reuse these buildings, and 

provide a sustainable and viable use for the site as a whole.  

  

It is important that the development of detailed plans for the site is supported by a thorough 

understanding of the significance of the buildings and their history, and we welcome the 

preparation of documents supporting this. Any proposals for new works must be informed by 

this understanding to ensure that alterations do not cause unnecessary harm. It is essential 

that the local authority’s conservation and archaeological staff are fully engaged in this and 

the ongoing development process.  

  

I trust the above comments are of use. We welcome the opportunity to advise further when 

more detailed proposals are being prepared.  

   

Yours sincerely   

   

   

Stuart Mee  

Assistant Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas  

  

Cc Ian Gething, Conservation Officer, South Gloucestershire Council Paul 

Driscoll, South Gloucestershire Council  
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15 Whitehall, London SW1A 2DD 

11 August 2014 

To Whom It May Concern 

Letter of Support for Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund 

I am writing to offer my full support for the application from the Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust 

for Stage 1 funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) has 

supported the Trust for some time now in the development of their scheme, and I have personally 

worked closely with the Trust and the local authority during this time. 

Winterbourne Medieval Barn is a highly significant building and the Trust is to be applauded for its 

vision in attempting to find viable uses for the site as well as involving the local community as fully as 

possible.  The close working relationship between the Trust and South Gloucestershire Council is also 

important, and reflects well on both parties, helping to ensure that this project, in its very rural 

location, can be sustainable. 

The Trust has recognised that financial viability is key to any successful business plan and its ideas for 

the use of the various outbuildings on the site are imaginative and practical – a combination we do 

not always see in the business plans we review at the AHF.  On behalf of the AHF we hope therefore 

that the HLF are able to support this Stage 1 application. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ian Lush 

Chief Executive 

ian.lush@ahfund.org.uk 

020 7925 0199 

mailto:ian.lush@ahfund.org.uk
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Mrs Sue Parsons  

Chair  

Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust  

Winterbourne Court Farm Barn  

Church Lane  

Winterbourne  

BS36 1SE  

  

Date 11th August 2014  

  

By email  

  

Dear Mrs Parsons  

  

Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust  

  

I write on behalf of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) Avonside in 

support of the vital work that Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust is undertaking.  

CPRE campaigns for the protection of the countryside for the public benefit and 

supports the restoration of this valuable heritage site.  

  

The proposed plan of use will provide potential for the important long term 

sustainability of the site and surrounding landscape. The Barn and the land have 

already proved that they can attract and involve the local community and visitors. 

Developing these activities particularly with children and young people, to expand 

their experience and learn about rural life will provide both educational and 

emotional benefits. CPRE very much recognises the value of engaging people to 

understand how the countryside works.  

  

The Barn also provides an interesting venue and is used by CPRE for meetings and 

events and we are aware that many of our members are frequent visitors to the 

site.  

  

We wish the Trust every success with their funding application.  

  

Yours sincerely  

  

  

Georgie Bigg  



6 
 

WINTERBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL  

The Greenfield Centre, Park Avenue, Winterbourne, South Gloucestershire BS36 1NJ  
   Clerk:  Lyn Iles                                  Tel:  01454 776922  

  

Sue Parsons  

Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust  

Church Lane  

Winterbourne  

BS36 1SE                                 8th August 2014  

   

 

Dear Sue,  

 

Thank you for inviting Winterbourne Parish Council to comment on the developing proposals for 

Winterbourne Court Medieval Barn.  

  

We appreciate that the barn is listed at grade II* and is recognised as an exceptional survival of 

national importance, and as such  Winterbourne Parish Council is keen to continue to engage with 

Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust and its proposals for the ongoing use and conservation of the 

site.   

  

Winterbourne Parish Council has been a supporter of the project and of the more modest 

improvements made by the Trustees in the period leading up to the proposed HLF Bid.   

  

Winterbourne Parish Council has been pleased to be able to make modest Funding Awards to 

facilitate improvements to the site which we regard as an important Community Asset.   

  

We are pleased to see the main barn at Winterbourne Court has been partially restored to a high 

standard and we understand that it is now proposed to address the remaining buildings, which are in 

varying states of repair.   

  

We welcome the broad aspiration to repair and reuse these buildings, and provide a sustainable and 

viable use for the site as a whole.   

  

Winterbourne Court Medieval Barn is a valuable and unique asset that is appreciated by all 

Winterbourne Parish Council constituents.   

   

Yours sincerely   

  

  
  

Tim Bowles  

Winterbourne Parish Council - Chairman  
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Mrs S Parsons 
Chairman 
Winterbourne Medieval Barn 
Church Lane 
Winterbourne 

South Gloucestershire 
 
 
9th August 2014 
 
Dear Mrs. Parsons, 

 

We understand that you are currently seeking grants to enable the Barn to be conserved 

and enhanced to further its use as a historic community facility. 

 

Winterbourne Medieval Barn is a unique 14th Century building, with a cart shed and 

adjoining dovecote, in a setting that includes the 13th Century parish church of S. Michael, 

and medieval fishponds. 

 

We have been delighted to support events held in the barn, whose atmosphere adds to any 

event held there.  Who can forget performances like today’s “Comedy of Errors”, or the 

“Crank Up” day earlier this year. 

 

As a museum covering the parish of Winterbourne, we are very restricted in what we can 

do, as we are housed in a cottage, but the Barn lends itself as a complimentary heritage 

facility at the other end of the parish, which is available for community use, education for 

schools and others. 

 

We therefore have no hesitation in supporting your grant application. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Freke         
Chairman  

The Frenchay Tuckett Society 
Frenchay Village Museum 

 Begbook Park 

Frenchay 

Bristol 

BS16 1SZ 

'Phone 0117 957 0942 
Frenchay Village Museum 
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Avon Local History and Archaeology  

Registered charity number 270930  

  

Honorary secretary Jan Packer  

   

Tel 0117 977 1728 e-mail: janapacker@aol.com 

    

  

19 August 2014  

FAO Mrs Sue Parsons, by email  

  

  

Dear Mrs Parsons,  

  

Re: Winterbourne Medieval Barn – Lottery Fund Bid  

  

The committee of Avon Local History and Archaeology is pleased to have the chance to express 

support for the project to progress the great work you do at the Barn.   

  

Your enthusiastic group has achieved a successful balance over the years to maintain and promote 

this precious corner of English heritage while also managing to find interesting new uses that bring 

the community together from around Winterbourne and further afield. Many of our members have 

benefited from the events, visits, talks and fayres held at the Barn.  

  

We support you in this bid to enable further restoration such that you can develop activities through 

arts, history and a variety of interesting events for the benefit of your surrounding community: 

young and old. The project will increase your ability to generate income which will go a long way 

towards the future maintenance of such a valued old building.  

   

Yours sincerely  

  

  

Jan Packer  
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The Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society 
Registered Charity no. 202014                       www.bgas.org.uk                        Established 21 April 1876 

 

 

From: John Loosley M.A. Cantab 

Honorary General Secretary 

Email: john@loosleyj.freeserve.co.uk 

 

Hon Alderman William Martin 

54 Luckington Road 

Horfield 

Bristol 

BS7 0UP 

29 October 2014 

Dear Alderman Martin, 

 

Winterbourne Medieval Barn 

 

The Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society enthusiastically supports the bid by 

the Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant to continue 

the restoration of the barn and complex. 

We consider this to be a significant and important building both locally and nationally  and it 

is essential that it is properly conserved and maintained for the benefit of the community. 

We are particularly impressed with the use of the barn by the local community for many 

events and hope that these activities grow ensuring its position as an integral part of the 

community life 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

John Loosley 

 

Stonehatch 

Oakridge Lynch 

Stroud, Glos GL6 7NR 

Tel: 01285 760460 

mailto:john@loosleyj.freeserve.co.uk
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29 Ridgeway 

Frampton Cotterell 

South Gloucestershire 

BS36 2PN 

01454 777967 

  25 June 2014 

Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust (WMBT)  

Church Lane,  

Winterbourne 

South Gloucestershire  

 BS36 1SE 

 

Dear  Chairman, 

Re English Heritage Lottery Fund bid  

 I fully support the bid which Winterbourne Medieval Barn Trust is making to the English 

Heritage Lottery Fund.  

 As a resident who values and cherishes our local heritage and landscape I was delighted and   

surprised to discover that we had such a wonderful historic barn in the area and I became a Friend of 

WMBT several years ago.  

I have been to many varied and interesting events at the barn over the years, these events 

have been achieved only because of heroic efforts made by volunteers and they are always very well 

supported by a huge range of people of all ages.  Practical difficulties seemed to mount up over the 

years, such as the problems with providing access for disabled people, creating a level floor for 

everyone to walk safely over, providing cloakroom facilities, keeping the building warm during the 

Christmas carol concert, but despite these difficulties volunteers have persisted valiantly, making 

slow progress in small stages.  

The actual structure of the barn is always one of the main focuses of events. One evening a 

talk and demonstration was given by a Green Oak Timber Frame  House Builder  who has featured 

on TV.  This expert   explained how the techniques and skills he uses for timber frames today are 

exactly the same as the ones used by the builders of the fourteenth century, and he constantly gave 

examples of the similarities as he shone his torch at the roof of the barn to compare those joins and 

shapes to his photos of homes he had built recently. Linda Hall, architectural historian, brought a 

group from a national society, the Vernacular Architecture Group  http://www.vag.org.uk/index.htm 

to study the barn in spring 2014.  

 Children are always made very welcome at the barn with activities especially 

designed to stimulate their interest and enthusiasm and enjoyment.  

Healthy bodies develop through the growing, preparation, cooking   and enjoyment of   

eating nutritious food in a relaxed, sociable atmosphere.  The history of, and experience of,   such 

activities is essential in order to enable future generations to realise how important they are. An 

example of how such an interesting subject as Agriculture can be explained is at the Museum of 

English Rural Life at Reading.  http://www.reading.ac.uk/merl/    I believe that Winterbourne 

http://www.vag.org.uk/index.htm
http://www.reading.ac.uk/merl/
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Medieval Barn can fill this need for the education of our local young people about the important 

subject of food.  

 

 I came to a conference and study day which was held to propose and discuss how 

interesting rural buildings and the land around them can be used to enhance life in their local area.   

The star of the day was the speaker Michael Eavis of Glastonbury Festival, a very enthusiastic and 

successful farmer who has restored a barn in his village. The woman sitting next to me had flown 

that day from Ireland to come to the conference, which rather impressed me.  

Rural skills should be nurtured through the teaching and usage of them.   I am looking 

forward to learning basket weaving skills at the course I have booked to go to in July 2014 at WMBT.  

I am so pleased that the Beacon Lane Farm Project has become reality as this farming 

project is the perfect parallel to the WMBT conservation and use.  

Fascinating and innovative suggestions for the future of the barn have been put forward by 

dedicated people, such as offering further rare educational opportunities and the preservation of 

rural skills.   Discussions about these dreams and visions have taken place and at times it was all 

rather disheartening as it seemed that too many problems barred any actual realisation of these 

proposed developments.  

The future for the barn could be excellent and inspirational and I consider WMBT to be very 

worthy of your support,  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Stella Beecher  M. A. Local and Regional History. 

 

Representative of Frampton Cotterell Parish Council on South Gloucestershire Heritage Forum.  

Heritage Walks Frampton Cotterell and Coalpit Heath publication 2009, committee member, 

resulting from Parish Plan.  

Village Design Statement, Frampton Cotterell and Coalpit Heath, adopted as Supplementary 

Planning Guidance by South  Glos Council , 2000, committee member. 

Frampton Cotterell and District Local History Society, Committee member.  

Yate and District Heritage Centre, active member 

Yate and District Archaeology Group, active member 

South Gloucestershire Mines Research Group, active member 

Ram Hill Pit, Scheduled Ancient Monument, member 

Jet Age Museum, Gloucester, member 

Friends of  Newport Medieval Ship, South Wales, member  

South Gloucestershire Friends of the Earth, member 
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