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Advice for Remembrance Day Events 

(COVID-19) 
A number of events that would normally take place across South Gloucestershire have 

unfortunately had to be cancelled or postponed due to COVID-19. This simple guide 

provides you with advice to ensure a safe remembrance event. We are, along with many 

other stakeholders and neighbouring authorities, encouraging people where possible 

to conduct more personal acts of remembrance without attending physical memorials 

and unintended crowded places.  

A number of events are being replaced with virtual events (live streaming or sharing pre-

recorded video on websites or via social media) or taking place in advance so that 

spectators who try to gather assuming usual traditions will see wreaths having already been 

laid. 

Further guidance from national government specifically on remembrance is expected. For 

updates please check www.southglos.gov.uk/eventsafety . 

COVID-19 Requirements 

We recognise that this year, the time of remembrance will be even more poignant. It is our 

current intention to support local communities to enable some form of public act of 

remembrance to take place, where it is safe to do so and where government regulations still 

permit it. We do however encourage everyone to conduct a more personal act of 

remembrance rather than attending any pre-planned events. 

We would encourage event organisers to consider holding their event in advance and make 

their remembrance event available via broadcasts on Remembrance Sunday. This option is 

being conducted at many locations this year. 

If we enter national or local restrictions, such acts may become unlawful and it would 

therefore be wise to have a plan B (i.e. a contingency plan and measures in place to 

communicate to relevant people). Our Director of Public Health may provide additional 

guidance or restrictions at short notice. 

It is important to ensure that your event remains dignified while being safe and meeting the 

specific challenges due to COVID-19.   

You should have a risk assessment which includes measures to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19, including social distancing and encouraging good hygienic practices. You can 

find further advice on how to draft risk assessments including template risk assessments 

from the HSE https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/risk-assessment.htm . 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/eventsafety
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/risk-assessment.htm


Outdoor events are allowed provided  

(i) they have carried out a thorough risk assessment and  

(ii) taken all reasonable steps to mitigate the risk of viral transmission 

Your event will need to be COVID secure and arrangements clearly set out, that must be 

followed, to protect everyone present and prevent transmission of COVID-19.  

Guiding Principles, you should follow 

• People attending should be kept to a safe capacity. The more people attending, the 

greater the risk of incidents which will transmit the virus. In general, the fewer 

attending the safer the event. 

• The duration of any organised event should be for as shorter period as may be 

considered appropriate. 

• We would ask that events avoid the need to protect ‘crowds’ using road closures, as 

the numbers present should be managed without this usual control measure being a 

necessity.  

• We would suggest that the normal parading or processions do not take place this 

year. The rule of six is a good principal to adopt and processions if they must happen 

should be strictly limited to the wreath laying party, any processional party of 

clergy/musicians and as few others (veterans) as possible and must maintain social 

distancing measures. 

• Where people who are highly vulnerable to serious illness with COVID-19, we would 

encourage them to conduct a personal act of remembrance rather than attending an 

event. If they do attend, care should be taken to enable them to be segregated from 

the main parties. Carers for them should be designated. The carer and vulnerable 

person must avoid physical interaction with people and surfaces as much as possible 

and sanitise their hands before and after attending. 

• All those attending should perform good hand hygiene (washing or sanitising) before 

and after attending. It is recommended that face coverings for those not speaking 

should be worn.  

• People who are symptomatic or who have tested positive or are otherwise self-

isolating must not attend. 

• Where possible the details of those attending must be recorded for test and trace. 

Regulations require venues such as community venues and centres to display QR 

Codes. 

• Participants should be socially distanced (2 metres as standard) between people. 

• Households, support bubbles and groups of no more than six may attend and may 

stand or sit together but they must not mix outside their own households/group. 

• There should be no physical contact between people in the processional party or 

wreath-laying party. 

• Wreaths or other objects to be laid should be handled only by one person. If 

someone is laying wreaths in a line for others to pick up, everyone must sanitise their 

hands before and after handling wreaths. 

• Flags and other objects like standards, processional items etc should only be 

handled by one person or where more than one person handles them should be 

sanitised at handover and those handling them should sanitise hands before and 

after handling. 

• Venues must be 'COVID-19 secure', which means following government guidance. 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-

multi-purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-

purpose-community-facilities 

• Events inside buildings should require face coverings for all participants. 

• Performers (bands and choirs) are only acceptable provided they adhere to the 

relevant guidance  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/performing-

arts 

• There should be no congregational or audience singing. 

• There should be no physical contact between participants (e.g. handshakes) unless 

they are within households or support groups. 

• Ideally there should be no catering but if it is provided then this should be included in 

your risk assessment to ensure it is COVID safe. Food and drink brought by 

attendees should not be shared.  

Events within the context of Public Worship 

Events which take place within the context of public worship (i.e. a remembrance event at 
the start of a public act of worship in a recognised place of worship or outdoors) or regular 
acts of worship which have a remembrance theme to them should follow the guidance on 
public worship. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-
of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july 

How South Gloucestershire Council can help 

There are elements of the public realm – public toilets, open spaces, road space to enable 

social distancing etc. that may need additional measures to support your event. The Council 

will be happy to discuss these elements and support we can provide during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Please contact placefeedback@southglos.gov.uk . 

Please send details of your event and your risk assessment to the Safety Advisory 

Group SAG@southglos.gov.uk . 

Contact information 

SAG@southglos.gov.uk 01454 868001 
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