
 

 

 
  

  
 

 

Ada Twist, scientist
Andrea Beaty, Illustrator David Roberts
Iggy Peck and Rosie Revere have earned 
their places among the most beloved 
children's characters and they have inspired 
countless kids and adults to follow their 
dreams and passions. Now in her own 
charming and witty picture book, determined
Ada Twist, with her boundless curiosity for 
science and love of the question 'why?', is 
destined to join these two favourites.

 
 

Good night stories for rebel girls: 100 tales of 
extraordinary women 

Elena Favilli, Francesca Cavallo 
What if the princess did not marry Prince 
Charming but instead went on to be an astronaut 
or an activist? What if the jealous step sisters 
were supportive and kind? And what if the queen 
was the one really in charge of the kingdom? 
'Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls' introduces us 
to 100 remarkable women and their 
extraordinary lives. From Marie Curie to Malala, 
Ada Lovelace to Zaha Hadid, it brings together 
the stories of scientists, artists, politicians, 
pirates and spies. 
 

The following books have been recommended by the staff at South Gloucestershire 
Library Service and can be reserved free of charge at www.librarieswest.org.uk   

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1445167/ada?qu=ada+twist+scientist&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1463642/ada?qu=good+night+stories+for+rebel+girls&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1463642/ada?qu=good+night+stories+for+rebel+girls&te=ILS
http://www.askewsandholts.com/responsive/search_generate.asp?searchtype=simple&quicksearchtype=Author&direct=true&keyword=Favilli%2CElena
http://www.librarieswest.org.uk/


 

 

 
  

Herstory: 50 women and girls who shook the world 
Katherine Halligan, Illustrator Sarah Walsh 
Instead of just studying history, let's think about 'HerStory' 
too! In this uplifting and inspiring book, children can learn 
about 50 intrepid women from around the world and 
throughout history. Telling the stories of their childhood, the 
challenges they faced and the changes they made, each 
gorgeously illustrated spread is a celebration of girl power in 
its many forms. With a range of pioneering careers - from 
astronauts to activists, musicians to mathematicians and 
many more - young readers will be inspired to follow their 
own dreams and to make the world a better place. 
Compelling, motivating and brilliantly illustrated in equal 
measure, this is the perfect introduction to just some of the 
amazing women who have shaped our world. 
 Little leaders: bold women in black history 

Vashti Harrison 

Featuring 40 trailblazing black women in the world's history, 
this book educates and inspires as it retells true stories of 
women who broke boundaries and exceeded all 
expectations. Debut author/illustrator Vashti Harrison pairs 
captivating text with stunning illustrations as she tells the 
stories of both iconic and lesser-known female figures of 
black history - from nurse Mary Seacole to politician Diane 
Abbott, mathematician Katherine Johnson and singer Shirley 
Bassey. 
 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1491064/ada?qu=herstory+50+women&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1491064/ada?qu=herstory+50+women&te=ILS
http://www.askewsandholts.com/responsive/search_generate.asp?searchtype=simple&quicksearchtype=Author&direct=true&keyword=Halligan%2CKatherine
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1491060/one?qu=little+leader+bold+women&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1491060/one?qu=little+leader+bold+women&te=ILS


 

 

  

Maya Angelou 
Lisbeth Kaiser, Illustrator Salaberria Leire 
In the 'Little People, Big Dreams' series, discover the lives 
of outstanding people from designers and artists to 
scientists. All of them went on to achieve incredible things, 
yet each began life as a child with a dream. This volume 
follows Maya Angelou. She spent most of her childhood in 
Stamps, Arkansas. After a traumatic event at age eight, she 
stopped speaking for five years. However, Maya 
rediscovered her voice through books, and went on to 
become one of the world's most beloved writers and 
speakers. This inspiring story of her life features a facts and 
photos section at the back. 
 
Meet Maya Angelou, one of the world's most beloved 
writers and speakers. This biography follows the life of 
Maya Angelou, from her early traumatic childhood to her 
time as a singer, actress, civil rights campaigner and, 
eventually, one of America's most beloved writers of poetry, 
memoirs, and essays. 
 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1484100/one?qu=maya+angelou+kaiser&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1484100/one?qu=maya+angelou+kaiser&te=ILS


 

 

  

Pippi Longstocking  
Astrid Lindgren, Translator Edna Hurup, Tony Ross 
Pippi is the only girl in the world who can do exactly what 
she likes. She is nine years old and lives in a cottage with a 
horse and a monkey. Her friends Tommy and Annika have 
to go to school and go to bed when they're told, but they 
still have time to join Pippi on all her great adventures. 
 

Until we win  
Linda Newbery 
100 years ago, women didn't have the right to vote. When 
Lizzy Frost becomes involved with the fledgling Suffragette 
movement, it expands her horizons in ways she never 
could have imagined. From time spent in prison for the 
cause, to new relationships with fellow campaigners, Lizzy's 
struggle for votes for women sets her heart on fire. 
 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1459708/ada?qu=pippi+longstocking&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1447713/ada?qu=until+we+win&te=ILS


 

 

 
  

Things a bright girl can do  
Sally Nicholls 
Evelyn is 17 and although she is rich and clever, she may never 
be allowed to follow her older brother to university. Enraged that 
she is expected to marry her childhood sweetheart rather than 
be educated, she joins the Suffragettes and vows to pay the 
ultimate price for women's freedom. May is 15 and already 
sworn to the cause, although she and her fellow Suffragists 
refuse violence. When she meets Nell, a girl who's grown up in 
hardship, she sees a kindred spirit. Together and in love, the 
two girls start to dream of a world where all kinds of women 
have their place. But the fight for freedom will challenge Evelyn, 
May and Nell more than they ever could believe. As war looms, 
just how much are they willing to sacrifice? 
 

Fantastically great women who changed the world 
Kate Pankhurst 

Discover fascinating facts about some of the most amazing 
women who changed the world. Fly through the sky with 
the incredible explorer Amelia Earhart and read all about 
the wonderful adventures of Mary Seacole as well as many 
more inspiring women. 

 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1488398/ada?qu=things+a+bright+girl+can&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1477341/ada?qu=fantastically+great+women+who+changed&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1477341/ada?qu=fantastically+great+women+who+changed&te=ILS


 

 

  

The hate U give  
Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor 
neighbourhood where she was born and raised 
and her posh high school in the suburbs. The 
uneasy balance between them is shattered when 
Starr is the only witness to the fatal shooting of her 
unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. 
Now what Starr says could destroy her community. 
It could also get her killed. Inspired by the Black 
Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful and 
gripping novel about one girl's struggle for justice. 
 

Lies we tell ourselves  
Robin Talley 
In 1959 Virginia, the lives of two girls on opposite sides 
of the battle for civil rights will be changed forever. 
Sarah Dunbar is one of the first black students to attend 
the previously all-white Jefferson High School. Linda 
Hairston is the daughter of one of the town's most vocal 
opponents of school integration. She has been taught 
all her life that the races should be kept 'separate but 
equal.' Forced to work together on a school project, 
Sarah and Linda must confront harsh truths about race, 
power and how they really feel about one another. 
Themes include racial hatred, abuse, violence, 
upsetting scenes, civil rights, homosexuality, love and 
family. 
 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1465531/ada?qu=hate+u+give&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1108522/ada?qu=lies+we+tell+ourselves&te=ILS


 

 

 
  

Opal Plumstead  
Jacqueline Wilson, Illustrator Nick Sharratt 
Opal Plumstead might be plain but she has always 
been fiercely intelligent. Yet her scholarship and 
dreams of university are snatched away when her 
father is sent to prison and 14-year-old Opal must 
start work at the Fairy Glen sweet factory to support 
her family. Opal struggles to get along with the other 
workers, who think she is snobby and stuck-up. But 
she idolises Mrs Roberts, the factory's beautiful, 
dignified owner, who introduces her to the legendary 
Mrs Pankhurst and her fellow Suffragettes. And when 
Opal meets Morgan - Mrs Roberts' handsome son, 
and the heir to Fairy Glen - she believes she has 
found her soulmate. But the First World War is about 
to begin, and will change Opal's life forever. 

Three cheers for women! 
Marcia Williams 

Join Marcia Williams as she celebrates incredible 
women from around the world and throughout 
history. From writers to warriors and astronauts to 
activists, discover their awesome stories and be 
amazed by their achievements. Marcia Williams' 
much-loved comic-strip style will encourage even 
the most reluctant reader to enjoy this inspirational 
book packed with facts, quotes and jokes. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:964099/ada?qu=opal+plumstead&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1503585/ada?qu=three+cheers+for+women&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1503585/ada?qu=three+cheers+for+women&te=ILS


 

 

 
 
 

 

I am Malala: how one girl stood up for education and 
changed the world  
Malala Yousafzai, Patricia McCormick 
Malala Yousafzai tells her story - from her childhood in the Swat 
Valley to her shooting, recovery and new life in England. She's 
a girl who loves cricket, gossips with her best friends, and on 
the day of the shooting, nearly overslept and missed an exam. 
A girl who saw women suddenly banned from public, schools 
blown up, the Taliban seize control, and her homeland descend 
into a state of fear and repression. This is the story of her life 
and her passionate belief in every child's right to education, her 
determination to make that a reality throughout the world and 
her hope to inspire others. Originally published: as Malala. 2014 
 
NB – there are different versions of the title written for younger 
and older audiences eg this version is being published this 
November:  
This illustrated adaptation of Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala 
Yousafzai's bestselling memoir, 'I Am Malala', introduces 
readers of 7+ to the remarkable story of a teenage girl who 
risked her life for the right to go to school. Raised in a changing 
Pakistan by an enlightened father from a poor background and 
a beautiful, illiterate mother, Malala was taught to stand up for 
her beliefs. When terrorists took control of her region and 
declared that girls were forbidden from going to school, Malala 
refused to sacrifice her education. And on 9 October 2012, she 
nearly paid the ultimate price for her courage when she was 
shot on her way home from school. The book follows Malala's 
incredible journey to recovery in the aftermath of the attack, 
from the life-saving surgery she receives in a Birmingham 
hospital to her reunion with her family and their eventual 
relocation to England. 
 
 

http://images.askewsandholts.com/uploads/product/images/full/1592/9781526361592.jpg#13
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/results?qu=malala+my+story&te=ILS
https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/results?qu=malala+my+story&te=ILS



