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1. INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this report is to provide a plan for a project to restore and enhance 
Kingswood park, including a range of activities and events that will enable a wider range 
of people to become involved in the heritage whilst promoting greater enjoyment and 
appreciation of its heritage and other values. The plan is a supporting document (SD6a) for 
our application for National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) ‘Grants for Heritage’ funding. It 
forms one of three planning documents for the park; the others being our Outline Activities 
Plan (SD6b) and Kingswood Park Access Plan (SD6c).

Whist the park does not contain heritage that might be considered significant at a national 
or regional level it is hugely important in a local context and a central part of the area’s 
cultural and social heritage. Kingswood is a financially stretched working-class community 
with a history of working in mining and industry and the local area it is not well-endowed with 
building or features of heritage significance. The community has little access to other green 
or built heritage so the park is a vital part of their history and social infrastructure.

During the Covid-19 Pandemic lockdowns and social distancing led to an increase in walking, 
cycling, exercise and recreation in local areas. This shone a spotlight on the value of parks 
and open spaces to local communities as people made more connections with nature 
and heritage in their local green spaces. The use of Kingswood Park increased during the 
pandemic and it became clear how important the park was for maintaining physical and 
mental wellbeing. Kingswood Park is a much-loved green space; however, it is located in a 
deprived urban community that has access to the lowest level of informal recreational green 
space in South Gloucestershire. The community desperately want to see investment in the 
park to improve the range and quality of facilities, enhance its landscape and biodiversity and 
bring the community together through programmes of events and activities. This document 
sets out a plan to achieve that.

This plan includes a range of activities and events that will promote greater enjoyment and 
appreciation of the park’s heritage and other values whilst enabling a wider range of people 
to be involved in the heritage. The Covid-19 Pandemic has increased feelings of social 
isolation for many in the Kingswood Community so improving community spirit and pride will 
be a priority. It will be necessary to identify and involve those sections of the community that 
do not feel connected, and work will be done on this during the development phase.

The focus of this report is to demonstrate the need for the project. It does this by detailing a 
clear understanding of the audience for the park and its heritage, and assesses the needs for 
the project and those of the local community by considering the following evidence base:

 ● The heritage significance of the park within a local context, who it is important to, and its 
role as one of the only significant areas of green space in Kingswood

 ● Needs of the local community drawn from indices such as Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood Area, park catchment area profile and health indices

 ● The results of an extensive consultation with the local community, voluntary groups, 
partner organisations, residents and professional officers working across a variety of 
sectors

 ● Knowledge of the audience for the park and its heritage drawn from surveys and other 
evidence

 ● Community use of the park and priorities from the Covid-19 Pandemic

 ● The vital role of Kingswood Park in the regeneration of Kingswood through the ‘Love Our 
High Streets’ initiative
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 ● The long-term maintenance challenges, diminishing resources and the impacts of climate 
change

 ● The Council’s strategic plans and priorities

The report analyses the evidence base and consultation findings to clearly demonstrate 
there is an urgent need to restore and enhance the heritage of Kingswood Park, and there is 
overwhelming support amongst the local community to do this. This support has grown during 
the Covid-19 Pandemic which saw increased numbers of people using the park for recreation 
and exercise with 90% of people stating that it was important to their wellbeing and quality of 
life. The project will deliver a range of capital works and an extensive programme of activities 
and events, as described in our Outline Activities Plan (SD6b). The Outline Activities Plan 
is derived from an understanding of the audience for the park. It will help to address local 
community needs and deliver NLHF outcomes, particularly the mandatory outcome to involve 
a wider range of people with the heritage. Following on there is detailed consideration of the 
outcomes that will be achieved by the project, grouped under the six 2021 NLHF ‘priority’ 
outcomes and three ‘other’ outcome headings, before setting out how the project will create 
positive environmental impacts.

Finally, the resources necessary to deliver the project are summarised, and timetables, risk 
registers and a description of how we will evaluate the project are presented. This plan will 
be reviewed and updated in line with development phase work to finalise the Kingswood 
Park project proposals and confirm the full delivery phase business case. We are confident 
this report provides compelling evidence of the need to restore and enhance Kingswood 
Park, and the overwhelming support for this amongst the local community.
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2.  THE HERITAGE AND WHO IT IS 
IMPORTANT TO?

2.1 THE HERITAGE AS IT IS TODAY

Kingswood Park is a feature of significant local heritage importance and is included on the 
schedule of Parks and Gardens, listed on the South Gloucestershire Historic Environment 
Record (PRN number 12886). It is also designated as a Local Green Space (ref: LGSD411 
Kingswood Park) - a new designation introduced in the National Planning Policy Framework.

The park is situated close to Kingswood town centre, 3.5 miles east of Bristol City Centre. 
It was opened in 1934 to serve the needs of a rapidly expanding and predominantly 
working-class community. It was designed and laid out by Albert Press who was the Park 
Superintendent for Kingswood Urban District Council at the time. The park is 3.365 hectares 
in size and is located in the heart of Kingswood, opposite the Civic Centre and a short walk to 
Kingswood shopping centre. See Plan 1: Kingswood Park Location Plan.

A video produced by the Southern Brookes Community Partnership entitled ‘Kingswood 
Welcomes You’ provides a useful introduction to the area, and it includes the park and 
Friends of Kingswood Park (FOKP) group.

 https://southernbrooks.org.uk/kwwelcomesyou

Landmarks immediately adjacent the park are the Grade II* listed Holy Trinity Church and 
closed churchyard, and Grade II Vicarage house. Also adjacent are the Civic Centre building, 
Park Primary School, Orchard Road allotments, and former Park School buildings now used 
as a community centre. The park is 270m from the Grade I listed Whitfield Tabernacle, Grade 
II listed Masters Church and Chapel House and their associated graveyard. None of the 
latter heritage features are publicly accessible, however plans are now advanced for the 
restoration of the Whitfield Tabernacle as part of the wider regeneration of Kingswood High 
Street.

Plan 2 shows the park and its main features as they are today. The park has numerous mature 
trees and can broadly be divided into three sectors.

The northern sector of the park is closest to the High Street and consists of formal gardens 
comprising lawns, annual flower beds, rose arch and rose beds, mixed borders and mature 
trees. There is a toilet block situated on the northern boundary of the park, which is accessed 
from the High Street, and includes a radar key accessible disabled toilet.

The central sector of the park is situated immediately to the south of the formal gardens 
and the landform begins to fall away relatively steeply in a southerly direction. There is an 
amphitheatre, originally constructed in 1949, which is used as a focal point for community 
events and an older bandstand which no longer has a roof in place. The central area also 
contains a tennis court and enclosed community garden, children’s play area, two seat / 
picnic bench sculptures, two youth shelters and a basketball area with a hoop.

The southern sector consists of informal grassed areas with spring bulbs and trees, and a 
fenced off ‘wetland area’ that is used for Forest School activities. Kingswood Bowls Club is 
also situated in the southern area of the park and this is leased to and managed by the bowls 
club. There is also a football goal post and ‘kick about’ area.

The park is surrounded by residential housing mainly consisting of semi-detached properties 
built between the 1920s and 1960s as part of the rapid expansion of Bristol. There are, 
however, older buildings along the High Street.

https://southernbrooks.org.uk/kwwelcomesyou
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Plan 1: Location plan
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2.2 A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PARK

Kingswood Park is an example of a formal municipal park developed during the 1930s and 
is only one of two such parks in South Gloucestershire. Deeds show the land for the park 
was aquired 100 years ago by the Urban District Council of Kingswood on 18th February 
1921 (see SD8). There is a 13-year gap between acquiring the land and opening the park 
in 1934. Further research is required as to whether the land was specifically acquired for 
the purpose of laying out a park, or whether it was originally acquired for other purposes. 
However, the Public Health Act 1925 emphasised the need for more public parks. It gave 
powers to local authorities to acquire, lay out and maintain land for the purposes of games 
and recreation. Over the following decade many local authorities laid out public parks and 
this may have provided the impetus to create Kingswood Park. There are newspaper reports 
in the Western Daily Press in 1927 of District Council discussions over how to fund the park, 
with a suggestion that capital could be sourced from the National Playing Fields Fund. Further 
research is required on how the park was funded; however, it was reported in 1932 that there 
were formal plans for laying out the park.

Between acquiring the land and laying out the park it was leased to a dairy farmer and later 
used by the local fire brigade to graze their horses. On an emergency callout the firemen 
had to catch the horses before harnessing them to the fire appliance! A portion of the land 
acquired in 1921 was also sold to the Church Commissioners to expand the burial ground at 
the adjacent Holy Trinity Church, at some time between 1921 and 1939 (according to a 1963 
note on the deeds).

The park was designed and laid out by Mr Albert Press, the District Council’s first Parks 
Superintendent and it opened in 1934. Further research is required of the actual opening 
date and whether there was a formal ceremony. On opening, the park was enclosed by iron 
railings and gates and the formal areas, paths and planting were established. It is also thought 
that the bandstand was constructed at this time.

The gates and railings were made by a local person, Mr Charles Hawkins. During WW2 the 
gates and railings were taken for the war effort. Mr Hawkins took the precaution of taking 
photographs and was commissioned to make identical gates and railings after the war, with 
the replacement park gates officially opened on 19 April 1947.

During the war years the park was used for a variety of purposes including ‘shilling lunches’ 
provided by the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service, visits by a circus and zoo as part of the 
holidays-at-home scheme and various concerts and parades such as ‘Warship Week’, ‘United 
Nations Day’ and ‘Salute a Soldier’. There were reports that shelters to accommodate 200 
people were to be erected and that part of the park was given over to an allotment scheme, 
presumably as part of ‘Dig for Victory’, however further research is required to confirm this. 
A member of the public has described VE day in Kingswood Park as being ‘so packed that 
participants left in fear of their safety’.

Not all the facilities were in place in 1934. The tennis court was installed in 1939 and the 
amphitheatre constructed around the bandstand in 1949. The bowling green facilities were 
developed in the 1960s. The park also housed bird aviaries, but these were removed in the 
late 1960s because of vandalism.

From its inception the park has been the centre of social and cultural life for Kingswood 
people as well as a place to relax and escape the pressure of hard-working lives. After the 
war, the park was used by the churches of Kingswood to hold their ‘Festival of Witness’ 
services during their annual Whit Monday parades, as well as hosting the annual Kingswood 
and Hanham horticultural shows. The park has continued to be used for community events 
and activities up to the present day. Local beauty pageants, circuses and fairs were held for 
many decades up until the 1990s as well as a range of other events. Community memories 
that have been collected include concerts and talent competitions in the bandstand, where 
the amphitheatre would be filled with seating and you had to arrive early to get a seat, as well 
as ballroom dancing. In 1953, Daredevil Curly dived into a flaming tank of water in the park, 
about three feet deep.  
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Beauty contests were annual events held in the park up until 1990 and these are well 
remembered by local people, with judges at the events including Diana Dors, Bill Owen and 
Donald Sinden. Today the park hosts periodic Armed Forces Days, organised by the Royal 
British Legion, and maintaining the park’s connection to WW2 memories. It also hosts annual 
family fun days, and Easter Halloween and Christmas events organised by the Friends Group.

A selection of photographs illustrating the history of the park is included in the Project 
Portfolio (SD4).

In 2019, Sandra Lewis, a BA (Hons) student reading History with Heritage at the University 
of West of England undertook a placement with the Friends of Kingswood Park. Sandra 
investigated the history of the park and helped support a ‘Park my Memories’ project to 
collect community recollections and memories. The outputs from her research have informed 
our answer to question 2a in the NLHF application form, however Sandra’s time was limited, 
and her research only went up to 1950. Further in depth research and oral history work 
is required and proposals for ‘Park My Memories’ and ‘Celebrating Kingswood Heritage - 
Discovering Our Past’ activities have been included in our Outline Activities Plan (SD6b).

During 2020/21 the country was hit by the Covid-19 Pandemic and in Mid-January 2021 
Kingswood had the highest infection rate in the West of England. During this time Kingswood 
Park acted as a sanctuary for local people who visited in increased numbers to relax, enjoy 
green space and nature and to exercise. There is no doubt that with time, stories relating to 
the pandemic will become an important chapter in the history of the park.

2.3 A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITY

To fully appreciate who the heritage is important to it is necessary to understand the rich 
and varied history of the community that live around the park. The area was once part of the 
vast Royal Forest of Kingswood, owned and used by the King as a private hunting preserve. 
It contained a mix of woodland, open glades, scrubland, wasteland and moors. Throughout 
the medieval and post-medieval periods, land within the Forest was gradually cleared as 
domestic and industrial demand for the area’s natural resources (wood, stone and coal) 
increased.

The coal reserves in the area were some of the best available and mining activity grew 
rapidly during the 17th and 18th centuries, with Bristol being heavily dependent on the coal 
supplied from the Kingswood collieries. The availability of employment in the industries of 
Kingswood drew many workers to the area, a large proportion of which settled as and where 
they could, creating the irregular layout of streets seen today.

The colliers and industrial workers settling in and around Kingswood were fiercely 
independent and many refused to conform to the Church of England, wishing to have 
religious freedom to worship in their own way. The persecution of these nonconformists by 
the monarchy during the 17th century largely ended with the 1660 Act of Toleration. This led 
to the growth and expansion of nonconformist religions in the area during the 18th century. 
With it came a period of chapel building, replacing the open-air preaching made famous 
by evangelists such as George Whitfield and John Wesley at nearby Hanham Mount. The 
remarkable collaboration and subsequent quarrels between George Whitfield, John Wesley 
and John Cennick in their mission to the colliers of Kingswood started a religious revival that 
spread across Britain and America. Splits and disagreements in Methodism itself contributed 
to the legacy of chapels, schools and Sunday schools of the Free Churches in Kingswood, 
many of which can be seen today including the Grade I listed Whitfield Tabernacle.

The growth of nonconformist religion in the area also brought with it a growth in the 
number of wealthy nonconformist industrialists who took advantage of the area’s resources 
to establish and develop new industries. Fuelled by the readily available coal from the 
numerous pits in the area, ore from the Mendips and Devon, and with water extracted from 
the various tributaries and brooks of the River Avon, Kingswood became famous for the 
manufacture and processing of brass, copper and zinc.  
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Originally just a small-scale industry, by the close of the 18th century William Champion’s 
pioneering Brassworks at Warmley was the largest commercial brass works in Europe, 
supplying finished goods locally as well as to the slave trade. The flourishing brass industry 
also led to a rise in pin-making in the area, with Champion’s site at Warmley at its peak being 
the largest producer of pins in Bristol. The success of this former cottage industry, bolstered 
by the introduction of mechanisation in the 1830s, continued well into the 19th century with 
the construction of several pin making factories in the area.

The boot and shoe trade also grew substantially in the 19th century as a result of 
mechanisation, and eventually replaced the pin industry as the major source of employment 
in Kingswood with 10,000 people employed making boots and shoes in Kingswood during 
WWI. With the introduction of an electric tram depot in Kingswood at the end of the 19th 
century, many more people were able to live outside Bristol and commute to work. As a 
result, the population of Kingswood continued to grow, establishing the dense pattern of 
houses and small factories that characterise the settlement today.

A well-known local manufacturing company that started in 1907 and employed many people 
in the area was Douglas Motorcycles, which had a 12-acre factory on Hanham Road (400m 
from the park) and was once the biggest motorcycle factory in the world. Rosie and Irene 
Douglas (daughters of William Douglas) successfully took part in motorcycle competitions, 
promoting Douglas Motorcycles throughout the 1920’s and 30’s by winning trials, hill climbs 
and other events in a largely male dominated sport. Douglas ceased production in 1957 
and S106 funding from the conversion of the old factory site to housing is being used as 
match funding for this application. In 1988 Kingswood Park hosted the largest ever display of 
Douglas Motorcycles as part of the Douglas Cavalcade to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of 
the London Douglas Motorcycle Club.

An unusual local story worth recounting is that an elephant from a visiting circus died and was 
buried outside the churchyard gate at Holy Trinity (a few metres from the park). Some rumours 
say that this took place in the 1920s, others that the elephant belonged to the Bostock and 
Wombwell’s Circus Menagerie, touring Gloucestershire in September 1891. It is also rumoured 
that the elephant died from eating yew trees (perhaps in the churchyard?). This story is 
entrenched in local folklore and is certainly worthy of further investigation to determine 
whether it is fact or urban myth. Pupils from Kings’ Forest Primary School have produced a 
short video exploring the legend of the Kingswood elephant.

 https://vimeo.com/257581167

Photographs illustrating the community history and heritage is included in supporting 
document SD4.

2.4 WHO IS THE HERITAGE IMPORTANT TO?

The history of the Kingswood community, described above, sets the context when 
considering who the heritage is important to. Although the park does not contain heritage 
that might be considered significant at a national or regional level, it is hugely important in a 
local context and a central part of the area’s cultural and social heritage. With the exception of 
the Grade 1 listed Whitfield Tabernacle (which is not publicly accessible) the local area it is not 
well-endowed with building or features of heritage significance.

This is a largely working-class community that were traditionally employed in mining, 
engineering and other industries who led hard lives, worked long hours and had little leisure 
time. The legacy of a financially stretched and struggling community remains today with the 
Kingswood area being one of the most deprived in South Gloucestershire. As coal mining 
and industry developed in the area and housing was built to accommodate the workers 
there was a recognition (as embodied in the Public Health Act 1925) that there was a need 
for the community to have access to recreational space where they could relax and enjoy 
green space and the many benefits that this brings. This was provided by Kingswood Urban 
District Council, who purchased the land for the site in 1921, and opened the park in 1934. 

https://vimeo.com/257581167
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The original purposes of the park envisaged by the District Council were linked to the needs 
of the local working-class community. Kingswood remains a predominantly working-class 
community today. The park still fulfils the same functions today as it did in 1934, and this 
provides a social and cultural link between the heritage of the park and the local community.

Today the area around Kingswood Park has the lowest percentage of informal recreational 
space in South Gloucestershire, which reinforces the original District Council’s recognition of 
the need to provide a green space and park for the community. It is clear that there is little 
accessible green or built heritage for the community to enjoy and there has been a lack of 
investment in the sparse heritage that does exist for many decades.

The presence and quality of the park today is vitally important to the local community 
because it reflects its community history and social and cultural heritage. Since the park was 
established, it has been a central focus for community events and played an important role 
during WW2 to galvanise and bring together the community and provide a green space to 
escape the pressures of the war. The value of the park as a treasured community resource 
was also amplified by the 2020/21 Covid-19 Pandemic and surveys show that local people 
visited the park in greater numbers for exercise and general wellbeing. In the future the park 
will form an important part of the community’s attempts to recover from the pandemic by 
being a focus for community events and health and wellbeing activities. In this way it will be 
possible to improve community cohesion and reduce the social isolation bought about by the 
pandemic.

The value of the heritage to the local community is reflected by the community coming 
together to form Friends of Kingswood Park in 2005. They are a committed group working 
to enhance and restore the heritage and promote greater use of it amongst the local 
community. There have been some initial ‘Park my Memories’ sessions to start the process of 
gathering memories about the importance of the park, and whilst these have begun to reveal 
some information more work is needed.

It is worth noting that Kingswood fits the profile for an area with high numbers of National 
Lottery players.

2.5 BUILT HERITAGE

The bandstand is thought to have been originally constructed to coincide with the opening 
of the park. It no longer has a roof and needs complete restoration. The gates and railings 
are of note and following their removal for the war efforts were re-manufactured and 
installed shortly after WW2. The amphitheatre was built in 1949 and does not meet modern 
accessibility standards. The Grade II* Holy Trinity church is located adjacent the park.

2.6 LANDSCAPE AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The park landscape and natural heritage has significant value because Kingswood has the 
lowest percentage of informal recreational space in South Gloucestershire. The park was 
laid out in 1934 and is an example of municipal landscape design specific to that era. The 
landscape of the park has changed little over the decades and the lay out of the paths, 
seating and formal planted areas remains the same. The heritage significance of the park 
to the local area has led to it being included on the schedule of Parks and Gardens (South 
Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record PRN number 12886).

The main elements of the parks natural heritage are the many mature trees, wetland area 
and the valuable bird, bat, amphibian, reptile and invertebrate populations that the park 
supports. Although situated in a densely populated urban area the park connects with other 
green spaces including the Holy Trinity churchyard and cemetery, allotments and a network 
of residential gardens that back on to the park and link to other green areas. Taken together 
they represent a hugely valuable natural heritage asset.
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Collectively these natural heritage assets provide the opportunity to better connect habitats 
and green spaces in Kingswood, forming urban wildlife corridors with the park acting as 
a natural hub, providing habitat improvement opportunities that will enhance nature and 
biodiversity.
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3. LOCAL COMMUNITY NEEDS
To demonstrate the need for a NLHF project at Kingswood Park it is important to develop a 
profile of the local community to identify and understand local needs. It is the local community 
who are the audience for the park and will benefit from the restoration and enhancement 
of its heritage and the activities and events that will be delivered. It is important that these 
activities and events are responsive to local needs so that the local community can derive 
maximum benefit.

Several sources of information have been used to develop a profile of the local community, 
which forms the audience for Kingswood Park; these are:

 ● Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood Proxy Indicator Profile: 2013

 ● South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood Analysis 2019

 ● Kingswood Park Catchment Area Profile 2019

 ● The Health Profile for South Gloucestershire  
(Published by The Department for Health 2019)

 ● South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood Health Indicator Profile 2017

 ● Kingswood ‘Love Our High Streets’ Initiative

3.1 KINGSWOOD PRIORITY NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA

Kingswood Park is located in the Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood Area.

3.1.1 WHAT ARE PRIORITY NEIGHBOURHOOD AREAS?

South Gloucestershire contains sizeable pockets of multiple deprivation and the Council 
has identified six Priority Neighbourhoods where it will take particular action to work with 
individuals, community-based organisations and key stakeholders to identify local needs 
and to encourage activities to address them. The Priority Neighbourhoods are clusters of 
lower super output areas (LSOAs)11 that feature in the bottom 20% nationally in the indices 
of multiple deprivation (IMD). Action in these areas is identified as a priority in the Council’s 
Sustainable Community Strategy 2036 and Council Plan 2020-24 (see Section 4 below).

The Council and its partners including the police, health authorities, housing, fire service and 
voluntary agencies have made a commitment to work with local voluntary organisations and 
community groups to make a difference in these areas.

Each of the Priority Neighbourhoods has a community lead group that has set local priorities 
and drafted an action plan to combat the issues that lead to the low ranking. The aim of 
the priority neighbourhoods programme is to “narrow the gap”, to improve quality of life for 
residents in these areas, by targeting work to increase access to opportunities and raise 
aspirations. The headline priorities can be summed up as health and wellbeing, crime and 
safety, and education, training and employment. Themes running through this work are early 
intervention, support for families, encouraging volunteering and celebrating assets.

1  LSOA – Lower Super Output Area – a small geographical area with an average resident population of 1,500. South Gloucestershire is divided into 165 
LSOAs
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The role of Community Engagement Officers within the Council is to help coordinate the 
approach such as:

 ● supporting community lead groups in their organisation and establishing new projects

 ● linking with council departments and partner agencies to maximise the potential of their 
involvement

 ● gathering information on services and new initiatives, both national and local, to inform 
our work

3.1.2 KINGSWOOD PRIORITY NEIGHBOURHOOD ANALYSIS

There are two sources of information to help identify local needs at Priority Neighbourhood 
level:

Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood proxy indicator profile: Research and Consultation Team, 
South Gloucestershire Council, December 2013 (Appendix 1).

This profile presents a range of proxy indicators of deprivation for the Kingswood 
Priority Neighbourhood. For each indicator, comparisons are made between the priority 
neighbourhood and the relevant South Gloucestershire and, where possible, national 
averages. Although the data is a few years old, it is the last comprehensive overview 
produced by the Council for Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood and provides a good 
overview of deprivation within the community.

Key points to consider are:

 ● The population of the priority neighbourhood was estimated to be 14,800 (mid-year 2012). 
The area has a higher proportion of older residents (18.2%) and a lower proportion of 
working age people (62.9%) than the South Gloucestershire average

 ● The Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) claimant rate was 3.5% of the working age population, 
above the South Gloucestershire and national averages (1.7% and 3.1% respectively)

 ● The young JSA (aged 18-24) claimant rate was 8.4% considerably higher than both the 
national (5.8%) and district (3.9%) averages

 ● 13.3% of the working age population were claiming key out-of-work benefits, which was 
above both the district (6.6%) and national (10.9%) averages

 ● 66% of Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYSFP) pupils living in the Kingswood 
Priority Neighbourhood achieved a ‘good’ level of development. The achievement rate 
of children living in the Priority Neighbourhood is lower than the local authority average 
(70%), but slightly higher than the comparable national average (64%)

 ● The average capped GCSE and equivalent points at the end of Key Stage 4 for pupils 
living in the Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood was 332.9 points, which is slightly lower 
than the local and national averages (343.5 and 343.3 points respectively) 

 ● In March 2012, 7.3% of the relevant resident population of the Priority Neighbourhood 
were Not in Education, Employment, or Training (NEET), which is higher than the South 
Gloucestershire average (4.8%)

 ● Note that more recent health indicators are covered in section 3.3 below.
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English Indices of Deprivation 2019 South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood analysis 
produced by: Research and Consultation Team South Gloucestershire Council, November 
2019 (Appendix 2).

Since 2015 there has been relatively little change in overall levels of deprivation within the 
priority neighbourhoods (when measured by the composite IMD). Of the 23 LSOAs which 
make up the PNs: 87% (20 LSOAs) have not changed NQ position, 4% (1 LSOA) has become 
more deprived, and 9% (2) have become less deprived.

Kingswood is the only priority neighbourhood containing an LSOA that has become more 
deprived since 2015. LSOA E01014926, the New Cheltenham road area, has moved from 
NQ2 into NQ1. Kingswood is also the PN with the largest proportion of LSOAs which have 
become more deprived across the domains (24%).

The key facts identified for Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood (comprising of nine LSOAs) 
were:

Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD):

 ● 44% of LSOAs (4) within the PN are within National Quintile 2 and 44% (4) are within NQ3

 ● E01014926 – the new Cheltenham road area has dropped one national quintile level, 
now falling into NQ1 for the IMD domain. This is the most deprived area in Kingswood 
(ranked 2nd in South Gloucestershire overall)

 ● Since ID2015: One of the nine LSOAs within the Priority Neighbourhood has changed 
national quintile position (E01014926 as outlined above). All other LSOAs in this PN have 
experienced no change in their national quintile position for the IMD domain since 2015

Domains:

 ● The PN is most deprived in terms of the crime domain with 4 of the 9 LSOAs (44%) falling 
into NQ1 for this domain. This is closely followed by Education for which 33% of the 
LSOAs are in NQ1

 ● Out of all domains, the most deprived LSOA is E01014926 – the New Cheltenham Road 
area which is in the most deprived 20% nationally for 5 of the 8 domains. It is ranked 
2,380th nationally in terms of the ‘Education domain’, which is the lowest rank for any 
LSOA in any domain for Kingswood PN

 ● All of the domains, except employment, have become relatively more deprived in at least 
one LSOA since ID 2015

 ● Since ID2015 some of the biggest increases in deprivation within the PN have been 
observed in the ‘Barriers to Housing and Services domain’ – where 89% of LSOAs have 
decreased 1 or more national quintile positions

 ● Since ID2015 some of the biggest decreases in deprivation within the PN have been 
observed in the ‘Living environment domain’ – where 56% of LSOAs have increased 1 or 
more national quintile positions

 ● Analysis of how individual LSOAs within the PN have changed national quintile position 
since 2015 in each of the eight domains suggests that 61% of LSOAs have not changed 
quintile position, 24% have become more deprived and 14% have become less deprived
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3.2 PROFILE OF KINGSWOOD PARK CATCHMENT AREA 2019

The Council’s Performance, Research and Consultation Team (PRCT) has produced a 
Kingswood Park Catchment Area Profile 2019 (see Appendix 3). This comprises five LSOAs 
as shown on the profile map, with a total population of 8,820 people. Key findings from this 
profile are:

 ● The Kingswood area is one of the most deprived in South Gloucestershire. The average 
proportion of children living in low income families in the Kingswood catchment is 14%, 
whereas the average across the South Gloucestershire area is 9%. The New Cheltenham 
Road area (E01014926) has 2.5 times the number of children in low income families 
compared to the South Gloucestershire average, while having only 1.2 times the average 
number of children living in the area.

 ● The catchment has a higher number of people in their 20’s and early 30’s compared to 
the South Gloucestershire average, but a lower number of people aged 40-70. Overall, 
the catchment area age profile is broadly the same as the national (England and Wales) 
average. The proportion of people aged 0 to 14 is identical, but the proportion of people 
aged 15 to 64 is 0.5% lower than the national average whereas the proportion of people 
aged 65+ is 0.6% higher.

 ● One LSOA, E01014826 (New Cheltenham Road area), has three domains in the worst 
quintile nationally, meaning it is in the 20% most deprived LSOAs in the country for 
income, employment and education, skills and training. It is the second most deprived 
LSOA in South Gloucestershire overall and the second most deprived LSOA in terms of 
income and employment specifically.

 ● Three out of five LSOAs rank in the second quintile nationally overall, meaning they are 
in the 20-40% most deprived bracket. These are E01014924 (Downend Road / Worcester 
Road area), E01014926 (New Cheltenham Road area) and E01015007 (Holy Trinity Church 
/ Orchard Road area).

 ● The Kingswood Park catchment area contains the first and second most deprived LSOAs 
in South Gloucestershire in terms of crime (E01015007, Orchard Road and E01014924, 
Downend Road).

The Kingswood Park Catchment Area Profile 2019 contains an Acorn Demographic Profile 
(please see Appendix 3 for a description of this) which provides an estimate of the likely 
characteristics you might expect to find in the catchment area. Key findings are:

 ● There is likely to be a higher proportion of people who are unemployed in the catchment 
area than there are in the whole South Gloucestershire area.

 ● There is likely to be a significantly higher number of people on welfare benefits such 
as Universal Credit and Income Support in the catchment area compared to the whole 
South Gloucestershire area.

 ● There is likely to be a significantly high number of people suffering from mental illness 
/ anxiety / depression / nerves in the catchment area compared to the whole South 
Gloucestershire area.

 ● 40.4% of the population in the catchment are likely to have a household income of £20k 
or less.

The ‘financially stretched’ and ‘urban adversity’ population types are over-represented in the 
Kingswood catchment area compared to the average for South Gloucestershire, whereas 
the ‘affluent achievers’ and ‘rising prosperity’ population types are under-represented. More 
information on the characteristics of these categories can be found by following the link in the 
Kingswood Park Catchment Area Profile 2019 document.
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3.3 HEALTH AND ACTIVITY NEEDS

The Health Profile for South Gloucestershire (Published by The Department for Health 2019 
– Appendix 4) identifies pockets of health deprivation in South Gloucestershire, the most 
deprived being in Priority Neighbourhood areas. Life expectancy is 5.7 years lower for men 
and 6.9 years lower for women for the most deprived areas of South Gloucestershire than in 
the least deprived areas.

The latest figures on more detailed health indicators for Priority Neighbourhood areas are 
contained in the South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood Health Indicator Profile 2017 
(see Appendix 5). This profile contains information on the Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood 
area and the key findings for the area are:

Demographic

 ● It has an estimated population of 15,155. The age distribution of this area fits closely with 
the age distribution of the South Gloucestershire population.

 ● The proportion of children in low-income families is 24.3%, compared to the South 
Gloucestershire average of 13.5%.

Over-arching indicators

 ● Age-standardised mortality from causes considered preventable per 100,000 persons 
is 211.8 persons, which is a significant increase compared to the South Gloucestershire 
average of 146.3.

 ● Age-standardised rate of premature all-cause mortality per 100,000 persons is 373, which 
is significantly higher than the South Gloucestershire average of 269.

 ● The premature cancer mortality rate in 'All PNs' combined (146.4 per 100,000) shows a 
statistically significant difference to 'Non-PNs' (114.4 per 100,000). The small numbers 
involved means there is no statistically significant observations to be made in regard to 
specific PNs.

 ● The premature cardio-vascular disease mortality rate in 'All PNs' combined (87.2 per 
100,000) shows a statistically significant difference to both 'Non-PNs' (52 per 100,000) 
and South Gloucestershire (57.2 per 100,000). The small numbers involved when looking 
at individual PNs means there is no statistically significant observations to be made in 
regard to specific PNs.

 ● The biggest cause of Years of Life Lost (YLL) is malignant neoplasm (cancer), though this 
is lower that the proportion of YLL to cancer at a South Gloucestershire level. Disease of 
the digestive system and respiratory system show a slightly elevated proportion of YLL 
than that observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

Child health

 ● Childhood obesity - 22.8% of Reception children are overweight or obese compared to 
the South Gloucestershire average of 17.7%.

 ● The proportion of children with excess weight tends to increase from reception to Year 6 
where 38% of children are overweight or obese compared to the South Gloucestershire 
average of 28%.

 ● The proportion of mothers smoking at time of delivery is significantly higher (19%) than the 
South Gloucestershire average of 10%.

 ● Emergency hospital admissions for ‘viral induced wheeze’ per 10,000 0-9-year olds is 
significantly higher at 1,879 than the South Gloucestershire average of 739.



20

NLHF Project Ref: NL-21-00021 Kingswood Park Plan – May 2021

N
ATIO

N
A

L LO
TTERY H

ERITAG
E FU

N
D

 APPLICATIO
N

Lifestyle

 ● Age-standardised rate of alcohol specific hospital admissions per 100,000 persons is 
933.8, which is significantly higher than the South Gloucestershire average of 540.1.

 ● Age-standardised rate of hospital admissions with a primary or secondary diagnosis of 
drug related mental health and behavioural disorder per 100,000 persons is 182, which is 
significantly higher than the South Gloucestershire average of 107.

 ● Age-standardised rate of smoking attributable hospital admissions in people aged 
35 and over per 100,000 persons is 1595, which is significantly higher than the South 
Gloucestershire average of 1361.

Morbidities

 ● Age-standardised rates of emergency hospital admissions with a primary diagnosis of 
cardio-vascular disease per 100,000 persons is 1065, which is significantly higher than 
the South Gloucestershire average of 862.

 ● Hospital admissions with a primary diagnosis of coronary heart disease per 100,000 
persons is 475.6, which is significantly higher than the South Gloucestershire average of 
365.1.

Respiratory disease

 ● Kingswood PN area has significantly higher rates per 100,0000 than the South 
Gloucestershire average for chronic obstructive pulmonary disorder and influenza and 
pneumonia.

Mental health

 ● Age standardised rates of persons admitted to hospital for intentional self-harm per 
100,000 persons are significantly higher at 229.7 than the South Gloucestershire average 
of 144.3.

Older People

 ● The age and sex standardised rate of emergency hospital admissions of people 
aged 65+ with a mention of dementia is significantly higher at 3627 than the South 
Gloucestershire average of 2498.

 ● The rate of emergency admission for falls in all PNs combined (2134 per 100,000) shows 
a statistically significant increase compared to Non-Priority Neighbourhoods (1861 per 
100,000). Individually, no single Priority Neighbourhood shows a statistically significant 
difference to rates observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

The above data provides compelling evidence that there is a need for activities that promote 
physical and mental wellbeing as part of a wider project to restore and enhance the heritage 
of Kingswood Park. Health outcomes are worse for the people of Kingswood across all age 
ranges and it is important that activities include a focus on children and young people and 
older people, and are accessible and inclusive to all, including Black, Asian and Minority 
Ethnic (BAME) communities.

Consultation with the South Gloucestershire Public Health team identified child and adult 
obesity as a priority which has been increased by the pandemic (there are strong links 
between obesity and poorer outcomes for people who contract Covid-19). Clare Cook, 
Public Health Programme Lead: Healthy Lives also highlighted an opportunity to promote 
interventions aimed at improving physical activity participation among older adults that should 
be acceptable and accessible to minority groups.  
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Older adults from BAME groups experience a relatively higher burden of physical inactivity 
compared with their counterparts from non-BAME groups. (Inactivity being a significant risk 
factor for non-communicable disease). The BAME population for Kingswood is 6.1% which is 
higher than the South Gloucestershire wide figure 5% (2011 Census).

3.4 IMPACT OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN KINGSWOOD

During the Covid-19 Pandemic it became clear that infections, hospitalisations and deaths 
disproportionately affected people from communities with higher levels of deprivation. This 
was certainly the case for Kingswood which suffers some of the poorest health outcomes 
indices in South Gloucestershire. In January 2021 during the third wave Kingswood North East 
MSOA had an infection rate of 1001.8 on 16th Jan and prompted the following article in Bristol 
Live.

  https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/suburb-bristol-continues-one-
worst-4915692

This infection rate was the highest in the West of England at the time. The link between 
deprivation and Covid infection rates became clearer as the pandemic progressed. Access 
to greenspace was an important aspect of people’s attempts to maintain wellbeing during 
the pandemic, particularly to a community like Kingswood that has the lowest percentage of 
informal recreational space in South Gloucestershire.

The communities of Kingswood & Hanham came together in March 2020 to form Covid-19 
BS15 Hanham and Kingswood Support as a local response to the pandemic. https://bs15-
support.org/ . Consultation has taken place with the group to develop some of our proposals 
for the park; further details are included in section 5.4.1.

3.5 ECONOMIC NEEDS - KINGSWOOD ‘LOVE OUR HIGH STREETS’ INITIATIVE

Funding of over £26 million has been obtained for a programme to regenerate Kingswood 
Town Centre and the High Street, including shopping centre transformation, public realm, 
heritage and cultural renewal. The restoration of Kingswood Park is to form an integral part of 
a broad town centre Masterplan, which will provide a huge boost to the local economy.

In November 2018, the West of England Combined Authority (WECA) agreed to fund a £10 
million programme to reinvigorate High Streets in the WECA constituent councils, which 
includes South Gloucestershire. This funding was identified to test a series of pilot projects 
aimed at tackling the challenges that some of our mature High Streets are facing in an age 
of internet and out-of-town shopping and the detrimental impact of vacant premises. South 
Gloucestershire Council successfully put forward Kingswood as a location with a traditional 
High Street and a rich heritage and was awarded £3million to develop a package of projects 
to reinvigorate the area and tackle some of the challenges that have been reported from the 
community.

The UK Government then announced a competitive Future High Streets Fund (FHSF) 
programme for which South Gloucestershire Council was able to register two Expressions of 
Interest (EoI). The EoI for Kingswood succeeded in progression to Full Business Case (FBC) 
and that FBC was submitted to the Government on 31 July 2020. On 26 December 2020, 
Kingswood was awarded £12.5m in FHSF to support the FBC, one of 57 places to receive a 
partial award. Both South Gloucestershire Council and WECA then committed further funding 
worth more than £10m to ensure delivery of the three core elements of the FBC. Together 
these multiple funding streams support the Kingswood regeneration programme which seeks 
to:

https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/suburb-bristol-continues-one-worst-4915692
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/suburb-bristol-continues-one-worst-4915692
https://bs15-support.org/
https://bs15-support.org/


22

NLHF Project Ref: NL-21-00021 Kingswood Park Plan – May 2021

N
ATIO

N
A

L LO
TTERY H

ERITAG
E FU

N
D

 APPLICATIO
N

 ● increase the number of people visiting Kingswood high street

 ● cleaner, safer and active streets with high quality public spaces and cleaner air

 ● bring empty premises back into use and upgrade the quality of high street premises

 ● provide new employment opportunities and enhance the training offer for existing 
business

 ● promote awareness of the heritage of the high street

 ● provide a mix of new development opportunities and experiences to the high street

 ● promote walking and cycling opportunities, access to green spaces and improved health 
and wellbeing opportunities

 ● develop local skills with a focus on new technology

As at March 2021, funding has already delivered:

 ● Appointment of a Senior Urban Designer to lead the Masterplan

 ● Development of the Masterplan for public consultation in 2021

 ● Action to tackle empty premises through combined work of enforcement, environmental 
health and anti-social behaviour teams

 ● Urgent works to the Grade-I listed Whitfield Tabernacle. Listed Building Consent to 
stabilise walls and reinstate the roof and open it to the public. Completion of the business 
case and the agreement of contracts for this £820k project (commencing on site March 
2021)

 ● Purchase and operation of an Electric Ecosweeper on Kingswood High Street and the 
installation of solar-powered compaction bins on the High Street

 ● Preparation of the NLHF application to deliver a comprehensive package of 
improvements and connectivity enhancements for Kingswood Park

 ● Commercial assessment to support the acquisition of the Kings Chase Shopping Centre.

 ● Further commercial assessment of other strategically significant property

The three core investment packages in the FHSF FBC are:

 ● Acquisition and redevelopment of the Kings Chase Shopping Centre

 ● Public realm investment package including the proposed pedestrianisation of Regent 
Street; and

 ● Heritage and cultural renewal through the full restoration of the Grade-I listed Whitfield 
Tabernacle and surrounding Conservation Area

The regeneration programme recognises the role of Kingswood Park to improve social 
cohesion and bring the wider Kingswood community together. It sees the park as a prominent 
and vital part of the wider Kingswood High Street public realm and that the restoration of the 
park will add value to the High Street regeneration programme, attracting further footfall and 
boosting the local economy. The Kingswood Love Our High Streets project awarded £20,000 
to support the development of a development phase NLHF application in recognition of the 
importance of the park to the enhancement of the local area, its economy, heritage and High 
Street.
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As part of the project a comprehensive master-planning exercise is being undertaken linked 
to the new South Gloucestershire Local Plan. Its aims are to:

 ● identify key employment sites around the High Street and identify particular types of 
employment which should be facilitated through the plan

 ● allocate sites for housing with policy criteria on number of homes and planning conditions 
for each allocation

 ● identify key sites (particularly on the High Street) for potential for regeneration and 
strategy for unlocking development (ownership, site assembly, land remediation)

 ● link to public realm strategy and projects to improve shop fronts, air quality, walking 
environment and street scene in the town centre

 ● heritage strategy to raise profile and status based on the area’s international importance 
in the history of religious non-conformism and early industrialisation, while securing 
investment in designated heritage assets

 ● multifunctional green infrastructure plan with vision for street trees, sustainable drainage, 
parks, corridors with identified projects for new development to contribute to plan 
proposals

 ● open space strategy for formal sports provision

 ● transport package to support urban living to include enhancing public transport 
interchanges and bus stops

The latest version of the Masterplan for Kingswood can be found in Appendix 6. and this 
sets out its aims, objectives and actions. The need to restore and enhance Kingswood Park is 
fully integrated into the Masterplan and relevant aims / objectives and actions are as follows:

Enhance liveability - provide healthy and safe places to live - increase provision and access 
to green space.

Strengthen identity – enhance heritage assets and setting – effective management of the 
public realm – improve quality of public realm – promote community partnerships to manage 
public space - establish hierarchy of public space and mechanisms for effective management.

The Masterplan identifies ‘placemaking sub-areas’ and places Kingswood Park in the ‘civic 
quarter’ which is defined as a ‘focus for community facilities and services, an enhanced 
setting for public life, support, recreation and celebration of Kingswood’. Kingswood Park 
is the central component of the ‘civic quarter’ and amongst the key issues identified for the 
‘civic quarter’ are heritage funding for Kingswood Park and green infrastructure connectivity.

The Masterplan identifies five priority projects, one of which is ‘Connecting Kingswood Park’. 
The opportunities identified for this project are to:

 ● promote increased use of green space
 ● improve access and connectivity to the west
 ● increase attractiveness and extend visitor profile
 ● strengthen green infrastructure and increase biodiversity
 ● broaden connectivity to other accessible green spaces
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It is clear that the broad regeneration programme for Kingswood recognises the vital role 
of Kingswood Park in the regeneration of Kingswood through its central place in the ‘civic 
quarter’ and measures to enhance its connectivity, and the subsequent economic boost that 
this will bring to the local community and businesses. All the measures are in place therefore, 
for potential NLHF investment in Kingswood Park to complement and support the wider 
initiative to regenerate Kingswood and achieve many of the NLHF outcomes, including ‘the 
local economy will be boosted’.

Regeneration of Whitfield Tabernacle

One of the priority projects of the ‘Love Our High Streets’ initiative is the regeneration of 
the Grade 1 listed nationally important Whitfield Tabernacle. This is located close to the park 
(within 250m) and has fallen into a serious state of disrepair and been subject to arson and 
vandalism such that its structural soundness is increasingly threatened. Whitfield Tabernacle 
was commissioned by George Whitfield in 1741. Its history mirrors the development of the 
Evangelical revival of the mid-18th Century and a more detailed account of its history and 
value can be found in  
 www.whitfieldtabernacle.org/

The Masterplan places the Tabernacle within the ‘historic and cultural heart’ sub area. The 
opportunities identified are:

 ● restore historic asset
 ● use as a catalyst for wider change and regeneration
 ● provide a unique focus for evening and cultural activity
 ● strengthen Kingswood’s historic identity
 ● attracting a wider range of visitors

At the end of December 2019, it was announced that a grant of £682k was awarded by 
WECA to repair the Tabernacle, install a new roof and open the building to the public. This 
has been matched with a further £138k from Historic England. Please see https://www.bbc.
co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-50957220 The award of £2m further funding from the Future 
High Streets Fund and WECA in 2020/21 means that plans for heritage and cultural renewal 
can now be upgraded to the full restoration of the Grade-I listed Whitfield Tabernacle and 
opening of the building as a cultural and performing arts centre.

3.6 NEED FOR THE PROJECT FROM A LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE PERSPECTIVE

Over the last few decades the fabric and condition of the park has deteriorated. The need 
for the project from the perspective of long-term maintenance is evidenced in the following 
reports:

3.6.1 KINGSWOOD PARK ACTION PLAN: DETERIORATIONS SEPTEMBER 2014

This report (see Appendix 7) was written by the Friends of Kingswood Park because of their 
concerns and frustrations about the deterioration in the condition of the park. A number of 
the more easily affordable deteriorations have been dealt with since then, however there 
are longer-term more significant items such as stonework, coping replacements, repair and 
replacement of railings, path surfacing and path edgings that it has not been possible to deal 
with because of the level of investment required.

3.6.2 KINGSWOOD PARK ACCESS PLAN OCTOBER 2019 (SD6C)

This report identifies that the accessibility of the park has been reduced because of the 
deterioration in path surfaces which have widespread cracks, bumps and surface breaks 
due to tree root heave, weathering, and wear and tear. The report recommends a number of 
improvements including:

http://www.whitfieldtabernacle.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-50957220
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-50957220
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 ● Resurfacing all paths and widening a number of paths
 ● Providing a dedicated disabled parking area
 ● Improving the accessibility of step flights
 ● Providing more seating and rest points
 ● Refurbishing the toilets to ‘Changing Places’ standard
 ● Enhancing the accessibility of the amphitheatre / bandstand area
 ● Creating a circular route around the park
 ● Providing on-site interpretation and signing
 ● Developing the community garden into a more sensory experience

3.6.3 KINGSWOOD PARK: CONDITION SURVEY REPORT 2019, PARK FOOTPATH 
WORKS SURVEY 2019

South Gloucestershire Council’s Structures Team were commissioned to carry out a full 
condition survey of the park and the work was carried out in August 2019 (see SD7). The 
condition survey was based upon observations at the time of inspection and involved a 
visual, non-intrusive assessment of the state of repair and condition of the elements and sub-
elements of the subject buildings and structures, with focus on identifying principal defects 
and significant maintenance issues that will likely be required over the next 20 years. The 
forward works have been categorised as being required in years 1-9 or 10-20.

The report concluded that £235,196 of investment will be needed over the next twenty years 
to maintain the buildings and structures of the park and the Structures Team calculated that 
elements that require immediate attention amount to £176,971.

South Gloucestershire Council’s Design and Operations Team was also commissioned to 
carry out a full assessment of paths in the park and provide an estimate for resurfacing and 
other works required following the recommendations of the Kingswood Park Access Plan 
2019. A copy of the costings for £145,661 is included in Appendix 8.

The findings of the above two surveys provides a total cost of £380,857 supporting the need 
for substantial investment in the fabric of the park to ensure it can meet the needs of the local 
community for decades to come. The reports have been used to guide the development of 
our capital improvement proposals, which if implemented with NLHF support, will lead to a 
reduction in long-term maintenance liabilities and costs in the park.

3.6.4 SUMMARY OF MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT COSTS

A report summarising the current management and maintenance costs for Kingswood Park 
has been prepared, and this is included in Appendix 9. It is estimated that total annual 
maintenance costs are £83,361.17 (December 2019 estimate).

3.7 LOCAL NEEDS

The needs and priorities identified in section 3 have been analysed and included in the 
summary of local needs in section 6 below. It is important that the project to restore and 
enhance the heritage of Kingswood Park and develop a range of activities and events will 
help to address many of these needs.
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4.  STRATEGIC EVIDENCE BASE: 
NEED FOR THE PROJECT 
IDENTIFIED IN STRATEGIC 
PLANS AND COUNCIL 
POLICIES

There are a number of strategic plans and polices that help identify the needs and priorities 
of communities in Kingswood and the wider South Gloucestershire area. These plans have 
been developed by various partnerships following wide-ranging consultations. The main 
strategic needs identified are to invest in children and young people, to improve health and 
wellbeing for all ages, to address the impacts of climate change (mitigation and adaptation), to 
promote safer and stronger communities and improve community cohesion and inclusion for 
all, and to value the environment (including conserving and enhancing biodiversity).

The principal plans and priorities that support the need for the restoration and enhancement 
of Kingswood Park and inform the development of inclusive project activities are as follows:

Council-wide strategic policies

 ● South Gloucestershire 2036 – ‘A great place to live and work’ (Sustainable Community 
Strategy 2016)

 ● South Gloucestershire Council: The Council Plan 2020-2024

 ● South Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy 2018 - 2023

 ● Children, Young People and Families Partnership Plan 2016 - 2020

 ● South Gloucestershire Physical Activity Strategy 2015 - 2020

 ● Safer and Stronger Communities Strategic Partnership (SSCSP) 2017 - 2021

 ● South Gloucestershire Economic Development Strategy 2012 - 2016

Environment, open spaces and development policies

 ● South Gloucestershire Local Plan 2018 - 2036

 ● South Gloucestershire Core Strategy 2006 - 2027

 ● The Policies Sites and Places Plan - Adopted 2017

 ● South Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan (2016 - 2026)

 ● The West of England Joint Green Infrastructure Strategy 2020

 ● Green Space Delivery Plan for Parks and Green Heritage Sites in South Gloucestershire’s 
East Fringe 2011 – 2016

 ● Greener Spaces- The South Gloucestershire Green Infrastructure & Asset Management 
Plan

 ● South Gloucestershire Council Open Spaces Audit 2010
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 ● South Gloucestershire Council Tree Asset Management Strategy 2018.

 ● Monitor of Engagement with the Natural Environment (MENE)

Health and wellbeing policies

 ● Nature & Health in the West of England 2019 (West of England Nature Partnership)

 ● South Gloucestershire’s Healthy Weight and Obesity Strategy 2014 - 2020

 ● South Gloucestershire Joint Health & Wellbeing Strategy (JHWS) 2017 - 2021

 ● South Gloucestershire Adult Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing Strategy 2017 - 2021

 ● South Gloucestershire Council Equality Plan 2019 - 2022

 ● South Gloucestershire Local Accessibility Strategy 2017 - 2019

A summary of the needs and priorities identified in each strategy relevant to Kingswood Park 
is provided below. There is a discussion in each plan summary on how our proposals for 
Kingswood Park will contribute to achieving its aims and objectives:

Council-wide strategic policies

4.1 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE 2036 – ‘A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK’ 
(SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY 2016)

 https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Sustainable-Community-Strategy-2016.pdf

South Gloucestershire’s Sustainable Community Strategy is the shared vision of the 
people who live, work and visit South Gloucestershire; working together to meet today’s 
requirements without damaging the ability of future generations to meet their needs. It has 
been developed by the South Gloucestershire Partnership which is made up of private, 
public, voluntary and community organisations who work with communities to identify and 
tackle local issues. It sets out the context for the area’s four key priorities (place, economy, 
communities and health) and their high-level outcomes.

The project to restore and enhance Kingswood Park will contribute to achieving the following 
policies set out in the Community Strategy:

OUR PLACE:

Enhance our natural and built environment, develop low–carbon, health promoting, 
integrated communities with a strong sense of place connected by well-planned transport 
networks.

 ● Open spaces. Conserve and enhance our green spaces, networks and countryside for 
the benefit of people, wildlife and the wider environment

 ● Local pride. Care for our villages, towns and neighbourhoods and our countryside to 
retain and enhance their appearance, sense of place, civic pride and historic connections

 ● Communities. Ensure the social, cultural, health and education needs of all residents are 
met

 ● Low carbon South Gloucestershire. Encourage the transition to a more sustainable 
lifestyle 

https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Sustainable-Community-Strategy-2016.pdf
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OUR ECONOMY:

Maximise opportunities to access first class education: reduce attainment gap and prosper 
through a balanced economy, a well-trained workforce and sustainable jobs for all.

 ● Support local business growth: improve productivity and competitiveness

 ● Town and district centres. Sustain and improve the vibrancy and vitality of town and 
district centres

OUR COMMUNITIES:

Engage people of all ages so they feel they belong and can help provide local solutions; 
support communities so they are safe and feel safe and have access to services of an 
optimum quality.

 ● Building a stronger community and voluntary sector. Build strong voluntary organisations, 
community groups and social enterprises by stimulating the sector and strengthening 
resilience and robustness

 ● Participation of young people. Encourage young people to make a positive contribution 
to their communities and enable their views and voices to be heard

 ● Focusing resources. Provide most help in areas where the need is greatest

 ● Engaging communities in decision making. Increase the extent to which local people 
understand and influence decisions in their locality

 ● Be safe and free. Reduce deprivation in our poorest neighbourhoods and support 
community-based initiatives and work

 ● Encouraging initiative. Work with and support communities to help themselves and each 
other

 ● Promoting equality and improving cohesion in our communities. Help vulnerable people; 
tackle inequality and bring people and communities together

 ● Be safe and feel safe. Reduce the level and impact of crime and disorder on our 
communities and improve public confidence

OUR HEALTH:

Promote personal wellbeing, reduce health inequalities and deliver high quality physical and 
mental health and social care services which protect our most vulnerable and offer people 
greater choice and control within strong, self-supporting communities.

 ● Best start. Give children the best start in life and help them achieve their full potential; 
protect them from harm and neglect

 ● Healthy lifestyle. Help people make healthy choices and enjoy a healthy lifestyle; ensure 
the design of communities encourages play, recreation and active lifestyles

 ● Reduce inequalities: Address the needs of our communities through positive prevention 
and early intervention; protect the vulnerable and provide extra help and support to 
those who need it most
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4.2 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL: COUNCIL PLAN 2020-2024

 Council Plan 2020 - 2024 | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk)

The Council Plan sets out the Council’s ambitions for the area that will help to deliver the 
priorities outlined in the Sustainable Community Strategy which specifies the vision and 
priorities for South Gloucestershire, together with a number of priorities that the Council 
wishes to pursue itself over the period 2020-2024.

Our priorities for Kingswood Park align with the overarching priorities of the new Council Plan 
to take action on the climate emergency, the nature crisis, reduce the inequalities gap and 
deliver value for money.

The Council Plan priorities are:

1. Creating the best start in life for our children and young people

2. Supporting those most in need and helping people to help themselves

3. Promoting sustainable inclusive communities, infrastructure, and growth

4. Realising the full potential of our people and delivering value for money

Detailed actions and targets are set out in delivery frameworks and departmental service 
plans. The priorities are brought to life through a package of 20 commitments each with 
its own dedicated Action Plan. Specific commitments included in the plan that a project to 
restore and enhance Kingswood Park will help to deliver are:

Priority 1 – Creating the best start in life for our children and young people

 ● We will raise educational outcomes

 ● We will support all children and young people to achieve positive mental health and 
wellbeing

 ● We will ensure that children and young people are supported in their early years

 ● We will work to eliminate child poverty across South Gloucestershire

Priority 2 – Identifying and supporting those most in need and helping people to help 
themselves

 ● We will ensure people have access to the best possible information, advice, and 
guidance to support themselves and their families

 ● We will shift the balance of support towards prevention

 ● We will support the most vulnerable adults to maintain and promote their independence

 ● We will enable communities to work together to help improve their lives and address the 
problems that are important to them

 ● We will ensure that people feel safeguarded and supported in our care, at home and in 
their communities

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/publications/council-plan-2020-2024/
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Priority 3 – Promoting sustainable inclusive communities, infrastructure and growth

 ● We will clean streets and maintain roads effectively

 ● We will lead the response to the climate emergency and deliver on our commitments

 ● We will promote clean, affordable, high quality design of new and existing communities

 ● We will plan to join up housing and appropriate infrastructure such as schools and 
transport networks that make it easier for people to get around, prioritising sustainable 
and low carbon travel choices

 ● We will enable people and business to recover and thrive within cohesive communities 
that value diversity

Priority 4 – Realising the full potential of our people and delivering value for money

 ● We will demonstrate how well we deliver value for money in the services we provide and 
commission from others

 ● We will increase our commercial operations to generate income to support council 
services and use our assets for maximum benefit to our communities

 ● We will work as one council providing staff with the skills, tools, and support to perform at 
their best, promote equality of opportunity for all and live our values

 ● We will develop our digital infrastructure to support residents and staff in day-to-day life

4.3 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY 2018 – 2023

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Climate-Change-Strategy-201823-Final-sgc-
signed-v1.pdf

The vision of the strategy is: ‘A climate resilient South Gloucestershire with a thriving low 
carbon economy and lifestyle reflected in our travel, homes, businesses and communities’.

The Council has identified five priorities to enable the transition to a climate resilient and low 
carbon South Gloucestershire. They are:

 ● Increase resilience to the changing climate so that South Gloucestershire remains a safe 
and healthy place to live and do business

 ● Enable reductions in greenhouse gas emissions from energy consumption in homes, 
transport and businesses in South Gloucestershire

 ● Enable the development of secure supplies of renewable and low carbon energy by 
individuals, community groups and industry

 ● Support new development to minimise additional associated greenhouse gas emissions, 
incorporate low carbon technologies and build in climate resilience

 ● Develop the low carbon economy

Proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park will contribute to targets for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions in South Gloucestershire. A more attractive and enhanced park 
environment and facilities will encourage more local people to use it and avoid the need to 
travel to other green spaces further away. This will contribute to reduced carbon emissions by 
reducing the need to travel using vehicles. The good public transport links to the park will be 
promoted by the project.

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Climate-Change-Strategy-201823-Final-sgc-signed-v1.pdf
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Climate-Change-Strategy-201823-Final-sgc-signed-v1.pdf
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Opportunities to improve the efficiency of energy use in the park will be explored and fleet 
and maintenance equipment will be replaced by electric powered alternatives by 2022/23. 
Opportunities for the use of renewables (PV panels) and other forms of energy production will 
also be explored (e.g. ground source heating for public toilets).

Replanting / new landscape design in the park will meet the challenge of climate adaptation 
and resilience, including design using reduced CO2 hard landscaping materials and plants 
propagated by volunteers on site in peat-free compost (reducing road miles and loss of CO2 
storage in peat).

4.4 CLIMATE EMERGENCY STRATEGY 2020-2030

On 17th July 2019, South Gloucestershire Council declared a Climate Emergency. This means 
that the council is saying that the global climate is in a state of breakdown and that this is an 
emergency situation and that we all need to urgent take steps to address this situation by 
preparing for the local impacts of climate change and by reducing our carbon emissions.

The council has pledged to provide the leadership to enable South Gloucestershire to 
become carbon neutral by 2030. In addition, the council is signed up to the UK100 pledge 
that commits to net zero council emissions by 2030 and net zero area-wide emissions by 
2045. To respond to the Climate Emergency the council now sets out an area wide Climate 
Emergency Action Plan each year until 2030. The document can be viewed here

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/2213-Climate-Emergency-Strategy-
Document-Digital-v4.pdf

The key themes are:

 ● Buildings/built development
 ● Transport and infrastructure
 ● Renewable energy
 ● Resources and waste
 ● Green Infrastructure and nature recovery – includes landscapes, trees, plants and wildlife
 ● Adaptation/resilience

The Climate Emergency Strategy document has a 10-year lifespan 2020-2030 and provides 
an introduction to annual Council Climate Emergency Action Plans. It explains the Council’s 
principles and general approach to delivering the aim of South Gloucestershire being carbon 
neutral by 2030. The Council produces an annual Climate Emergency Action Plan which is 
reviewed annually to assess progress.

2021/22 Climate Emergency Action Plan funding has been allocated towards the creation 
of a composting area and tree decompaction works in Kingswood Park. Funding costs for 
this work is not included in our NLHF application, however they will run in tandem with the 
development phase to deliver quick win improvements that will help raise awareness of wider 
park proposals whist contributing to the carbon neutral target.

https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/2213-Climate-Emergency-Strategy-Document-Digital-v4.pdf
https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/2213-Climate-Emergency-Strategy-Document-Digital-v4.pdf


32

NLHF Project Ref: NL-21-00021 Kingswood Park Plan – May 2021

N
ATIO

N
A

L LO
TTERY H

ERITAG
E FU

N
D

 APPLICATIO
N

4.5 CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES PARTNERSHIP PLAN 2016-2020

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/strategies-plans-and-policies/
children-young-people-and-families/children-and-young-people-plan/

The vision of the plan is ‘enabling every child and young person to thrive. Children and young 
people should have a good start in life, be safe and do as well as they can, while being able 
to access support when necessary’.

Five outcomes are identified for children and young people:

 ● Be safe from harm

 ● Do well at all levels of learning and have skills for life

 ● Enjoy healthy lifestyles

 ● Have fun growing up

 ● Feel they have a choice and influence

Specific priorities relevant to proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park and deliver 
a comprehensive range of activities and events to encourage greater community use, 
enjoyment and appreciation of the heritage by the widest possible audience include:

 ● Increase numbers of young people participating and engaging effectively in their 
communities

 ● Improve outcomes for children and young people with special educational needs and / or 
disability

 ● Support children to have the best start in life and be ready for learning

 ● Support educational settings to improve attendance and develop positive behaviour

 ● Encourage physical activity and healthy eating

 ● Ensuring young people have a clear route to employment and training so they can 
participate in a growing economy

 ● Improve social, emotional and mental health and wellbeing for all children and young 
people

 ● Increased engagement and participation, voice and influence of young people

 ● Improved public perception of anti-social behaviour in the local area

 ● Reduction in childhood obesity at reception and Y6

 ● Children and young people have fun growing up

 ● Increased percentage of young people who are in employment, education or training

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/strategies-plans-and-policies/children-young-people-and-families/children-and-young-people-plan/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/strategies-plans-and-policies/children-young-people-and-families/children-and-young-people-plan/
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4.6 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY STRATEGY 2015 – 2020

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/South-Gloucestershire-Physical-Activity-
Strategy-2015-20.pdf

The South Gloucestershire Physical Activity Strategy sets out a framework for promoting 
physical activity in South Gloucestershire and the commitment to the long-term approach of 
increasing the uptake of physical activity everyday within South Gloucestershire. Currently 
around a quarter of the adult population in South Gloucestershire are not managing 30 
minutes of physical activity a week. The Council has the responsibility of championing 
increasing everyone’s activity every day. In South Gloucestershire the Council wants to 
increase the number of people being active at the levels that will promote their health and 
wellbeing.

Reducing physical inactivity within South Gloucestershire is a key strategic priority. There is 
a need to ensure physical activity provision is integrated into planning and implementation 
across themes of social care, education, environmental planning and transport policies, 
recognising that participation in physical activity can take many forms and the way people 
participate will continually change to reflect lifestyle pressures in order to have a sustained 
effect.

The Strategy specifically references the importance of green space and its link to greater 
levels of physical activity and associated health benefits. People living in areas with large 
amounts of green space are three times as likely to be physically active than people living in 
areas where there is little green space, whist children living in areas with more green space 
had lower BMI scores than children living in areas with less green space. The provision, 
accessibility and maintenance of safe and attractive green space is deemed critical to the 
strategy. Equally opportunities for promoting physical activity in areas with little green space 
should be developed.

Key priorities are set out under the themes of ‘People’, ‘Places’ and ‘Programmes’. Proposals 
to engage the widest possible audience in the heritage at Kingswood Park will contribute to 
achieving the following key priorities set out in the Strategy:

Active People

 ● Working towards active living being the easy and enjoyable choice and being a normal 
part of daily life for people living in South Gloucestershire

 ● Working towards prevention and early intervention for people at risk of health inequalities 
resulting in poor health and long term associated conditions due to inactivity

 ● Involving communities in jointly developing locally tailored solutions to meet their needs

 ● Working together to connect people and families with high quality fun physical activity 
opportunities across the lifespan to be active as part of their daily lives

 ● Advocating the provision of positive physical activity experiences for all children by 
increasing the range of physical activity provision in schools. Establishing healthy 
attitudes to physical activity as part of good health from an early age

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/South-Gloucestershire-Physical-Activity-Strategy-2015-20.pdf
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/South-Gloucestershire-Physical-Activity-Strategy-2015-20.pdf
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Active Places

 ● Working across disciplines including transport, housing, streetcare, highways 
maintenance and planning to improve existing developments in South Gloucestershire, 
thereby making it easier for people to be physically active as they go about their daily 
lives

 ● Exploring wider physical and social settings to maximise community assets to embed 
physical activity opportunities in to daily activities

 ● Provision of a high-quality public realm in South Gloucestershire will provide open spaces 
where children, teenagers and older people freely use a variety of spaces for a range of 
activities

 ● Advocating the maintenance and protection of public green space and the public realm 
to a high-quality standard, to be safe, attractive and welcoming including developing the 
potential of assets we already have

Active Programmes

 ● Making physical activity visible by promoting clear, consistent, simple value-based 
messages widely, being creative with the use of social media and new technologies to 
signpost and connect people, families and key audiences to opportunities to be more 
active every day

 ● Supporting community participation amongst those with the lowest levels of physical 
activity by facilitating co-production of interventions, putting local people’s ideas at the 
heart of planning physical activity to meet their needs and remove barriers

 ● Integrating prevention messages into the training of volunteers, including Community 
Health Champions, who can provide support for people in terms of creating physical 
activity plans and goals as well as supporting them into physical activity opportunities, 
building participant self-worth and self-efficacy

 ● Ensuring sports and leisure opportunities are visible and accessible among populations 
with levels of highest inactivity especially women, disabled and ethnic minorities

 ● Promoting partnership working on programmes including Walking for Health, local 
park runs, school gates running, recreational running groups and routes within South 
Gloucestershire

4.7 SAFER AND STRONGER COMMUNITIES STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 2017 - 2021

 https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/2017-06-02-Summary-Public-Plan.pdf

The Safer and Stronger Communities Strategic Partnership co-ordinates and delivers actions 
to develop safer and stronger communities in South Gloucestershire tackling complex 
community safety and crime issues which require an agreed multi-agency approach. The plan 
addresses the issues that most affect local individuals, families and communities.

Kingswood Park plays a significant role in the lives of local residents. In the 2019 
Questionnaire Survey (see section 5.7.2) a quarter of respondents had safety concerns or 
concerns surrounding anti-social behaviour. Proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood 
Park will be designed to reduce these concerns and will contribute to achieving priorities set 
out in the plan, specifically:

https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/2017-06-02-Summary-Public-Plan.pdf
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Strengthen and Improve Your Local Community:

 ● Build safer, stronger and more cohesive communities
 ● Improve wellbeing for residents and communities
 ● Reduce crime and fear of crime
 ● Diverse communities will be engaged and well understood
 ● Local priorities are addressed
 ● Increase community involvement in civic life

4.8 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 2012 - 2016

  http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/oaof/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2014/12/Economic-
development-strategy-2012-16.pdf 

South Gloucestershire has a diverse economy ranging from rural and home grown small 
and medium enterprises to world leading companies in key high growth sectors vital to the 
national economic recovery. These include aerospace, advanced engineering, defence, 
micro-electronics and silicon design.

The area continues to develop and grow but pockets of social and economic deprivation still 
exist. Helping people back into work as well as raising young people’s aspirations through 
top class educational and vocational experiences will improve personal achievement, social 
and economic well-being and reduce the gap between prosperity and deprivation. Excellent 
educational provision underpins a healthy economy which is the bedrock of future success.

One of the seven key strategic economic development objectives identified in the Strategy 
targets is the need to sustain town centres:

1. Business competitiveness and economic growth

2. Business development and support

3. Training, skills and workforce development

4. Education in our schools

5. Sharing the benefits of economic growth

6. Employment land and premises

7. Town and district centres – to sustain and improve the vibrancy and vitality of town and 
district centres

Proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park will add value to current initiatives to 
revitalise the vibrancy and vitality of Kingswood town centre, helping to achieve the NLHF 
outcome to ‘boost the economy’ (see section 3.5).

http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/oaof/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2014/12/Economic-development-strategy-2012-16.pdf
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/oaof/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2014/12/Economic-development-strategy-2012-16.pdf
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Environment, Open Spaces and Development Policies

4.9 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE LOCAL PLAN (2018 – 2036)

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-policy/
plans-in-preparation/new-south-gloucestershire-local-plan-2018-2036/

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out the Government’s economic, environmental 
and social planning policies for England. Taken together, the policies articulate the 
Government’s vision of sustainable development, which should be interpreted and applied 
locally to meet local aspirations. The policy framework recognises the role that Local 
Authorities play in conserving and enhancing the natural and historic environment and 
the contribution that good quality open spaces make to the health and well-being of the 
communities they serve.

The new South Gloucestershire Local Plan (2018 – 2036) is comprised of three documents 
- the Core Strategy, the Joint Waste Core Strategy, and the Policies, Sites and Places 
Development Plan Document (DPD).

The South Gloucestershire Core Strategy (2006 - 2027) is the key document forming the 
strategic component of the Council’s Local Plan.

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/strategies-plans-and policies/
council-strategies-plans/core-strategy-2006-2027

It sets out a vision for the area based on evidence, community objectives and the detailed 
spatial strategy for future development in South Gloucestershire to 2027. Also included are 
policies and programmes for the general location of new development, its type and scale, 
and the resources to deliver it, as well as the protection of what is valued about the area.

Policy CS2 – Green Infrastructure: This policy seeks to ensure that existing and new green 
infrastructure is planned, delivered and managed as an integral part of creating sustainable 
communities and enhancing quality of life. The policy recognises the social and environmental 
benefits green infrastructure provides. The policy also recognises the importance of other 
activities, such as the Kingswood Park project, have with enhancing the multi-functionality, 
quality and connectivity of Green Infrastructure assets. The policy is as follows:

The Council and its partners will ensure that existing and new Green Infrastructure (GI) is 
planned, delivered and managed as an integral part of creating sustainable communities and 
enhancing quality of life, considering the following GI objectives:

 ● Realising the potential of GI to assist with mitigation of, and adaption to, climate change

 ● Delivering high quality multi-functional and connected open spaces (including Green and 
Blue Infrastructure)

 ● Protecting, creating and improving recreational, play, access and local food cultivation 
opportunities

 ● Protecting and enhancing species and habitats, and creating new habitats and wildlife 
linkages between them

 ● Conserving and enhancing landscape character, historical, natural, built and cultural 
heritage features

 ● Securing ongoing management and maintenance and creation of GI assets

 ● Joint working with partners, including neighbouring local authorities

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-policy/plans-in-preparation/new-south-gloucestershire-local-plan-2018-2036/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-policy/plans-in-preparation/new-south-gloucestershire-local-plan-2018-2036/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/strategies-plans-and
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 ● The attainment of the above objectives should be addressed by development proposals 
and Local Plan Documents

The Core Strategy makes specific reference to recreation, play and access - GI can 
accommodate routes for walking, cycling and horse riding and includes accessible open 
spaces which people visit for formal and informal recreation, exercise, community activities, 
social interaction, and all types of play (for example equipped / built, natural, imaginative and 
creative). GI allows for improved connectivity between urban, urban fringe and rural assets 
for people and wildlife, and can also connect people with places of work and community 
facilities. GI benefits people’s health (mental and physical) and well-being, and provides 
opportunities for learning and studying. South Gloucestershire benefits from a significant 
number of long-distance footpaths and cycleways, supported by the local network of rights of 
way. Design and quality of open spaces / local green spaces is covered in Policy CS1.

The project to restore and enhance the heritage of Kingswood Park will help to achieve many 
of these GI objectives.

The Policies Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan) was adopted on 8 November 2017 and forms 
part of the South Gloucestershire Development Plan.

 https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/PSP-Plan-Interim-Web-Version.pdf

The PSP Plan contains detailed planning policies to manage new development, allocate and 
safeguard sites for various types of development.

The PSP Plan includes Local Green Spaces designations - a new designation introduced in 
the National Planning Policy Framework. Both Kingswood Park and the adjacent Holy Trinity 
Church cemetery are designated as follows:

LGSD411 Kingswood Park (Woodstock Ward) 
LGSD410 Kingswood Cemetery (Woodstock Ward)

Designated Local Green Spaces are spaces which are of particular importance to 
communities and which they wish to see have special protection that rules out new 
development other than in very special circumstances. Policy detail is set out in policy 
PSP4 which states inappropriate development proposal(s) within a designated Local Green 
Space, as shown on the Policies Map and listed in Appendix 2 of the Local Plan, will only be 
acceptable in very special circumstances. Very special circumstances will not exist unless the 
potential harm to the designated space by reason of inappropriateness, and any other harm, 
is clearly outweighed by other considerations.

The construction of new buildings on Local Green Spaces is inappropriate. Exceptions to this 
are:

 ● the provision of appropriate facilities for outdoor sport, outdoor recreation and 
cemeteries, as long as it does not conflict with the purpose of designating the Local 
Green Space; or

 ● the extension or alteration of a building, provided that it does not result in a 
disproportionate addition over and above the size of the original building, in line with 
Policy PSP7; or

 ● the replacement of a building, provided the new building is in the same use and not 
materially larger than the one it replaces.

Proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park will comply with the Designated Local 
Green Spaces policy.

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/PSP-Plan-Interim-Web-Version.pdf
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4.10 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN (2016 - 2026)

 https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Biodiversity-Action-Plan-2016-26.pdf

The South Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) utilises the West of England Nature 
Partnership Ecosystem Service Mapping to provide a strategic overview to help direct ‘on the 
ground’ delivery through a parish and community-based approach. This approach includes 
ecological network and opportunity maps and individual Parish and Town BAPs which set out 
aspirations for every part of South Gloucestershire.

The South Gloucestershire BAP provides an identity and focus for nature conservation work 
throughout South Gloucestershire. Local businesses, organisations, statutory bodies, parish 
and town councils, groups and individuals can all make a valuable contribution.

It is used internally within the Council in making planning decisions, in formulating 
policy and informing all relevant areas of the authorities work – and externally, working 
cooperatively and in partnership with other organisations and the wider community of South 
Gloucestershire.

Objectives of the plan that are relevant to proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park 
are:

 ● Ensure that the Council considers biodiversity in exercising all of its statutory regulatory 
functions 

 ● Improve the management for biodiversity of land and buildings owned by South 
Gloucestershire Council

 ● Raise awareness of biodiversity and promote opportunities for formal and informal 
learning about and understanding of the natural world

There are also opportunities to link Kingswood Park, the Holy Trinity Churchyard, and the 
adjacent Orchard Road allotments into Avon Wildlife Trust’s ‘My Wild City’, initiative where the 
vision is to turn Greater Bristol into a nature reserve, working with local communities to create 
a nature-rich city that puts wildlife right on our doorstep, giving everyone the opportunity to 
experience the joy of wildlife every day ( www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/mywildcity). These 
opportunities will be explored at the development phase.

The adjacent Holy Trinity Church will be included as a project partner responsible for an 
area of natural and cultural heritage significance. The front section of the churchyard is 
very old and the only remnant of ancient, non-amenity grassland in the area. The trees are 
mature and excellent for wildlife. It is a quiet haven from the hustle of the high street. The 
more modern burial area adjacent to the park is also a valuable space for biodiversity. The 
fencing sadly separates the two sites for species such as hedgehogs. There are also links to 
a green corridor via orchard Road allotments. There is no detailed survey data however the 
cemetery areas will support slow worms, hedgehogs, a wide range of invertebrates, fungi, 
small mammals such as field vole, and a range of birds including green and lesser spotted 
woodpecker. The park and Holy Trinity Church site offer tremendous potential for biodiversity 
enhancements.

A key aim of the BAP is to connect habitats and green spaces, creating wildlife corridors. 
Kingswood Park and the Holy Trinity Churchyard offer the opportunity to connect with 
other green spaces and provide habitat improvement opportunities that can help address 
biodiversity loss. This also links to the wider Buglife Beelines pollinator project.

https://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Biodiversity-Action-Plan-2016-26.pdf
http://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/mywildcity
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4.11 THE WEST OF ENGLAND STRATEGIC GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE FRAMEWORK 
(2020-2030)

  West of England Joint Green Infrastructure Strategy 2020-2030 - West of England 
Combined Authority (westofengland-ca.gov.uk)

The West of England Joint Green Infrastructure Strategy (WoEJGIS) translates national 
legislation within a local context and sets out the vision, priorities and regional programmes 
for Green Infrastructure across the West of England. The Joint GI Strategy informs the 
emerging West of England Combined Authority (WECA) Spatial Development Strategy, 
and WECA Climate Emergency Action Plan. It provides the strategic context for green 
infrastructure delivery, including opportunities for working across local authority boundaries. 
The strategy identifies a shared vision, objectives and principles for green infrastructure 
across the West of England and green infrastructure of strategic importance. It identifies the 
benefits delivered by green infrastructure, including as part of new development and urban 
regeneration. The WoEJGIS is intended to facilitate action by:

 ● Providing key concepts and tools to enable a consistent approach to GI across the West 
of England

 ● Promoting the development and use of a GI shared evidence base for Local Plan 
development and other joint or local plans and strategies, and the development of 
projects/business cases, to contribute to GI enhancement.

 ● Setting out the role and the current extent of the existing GI network, and identifying both 
issues and new opportunities for enhancement.

 ● Recognising the need to prioritise the planning, development of investment in, and 
monitoring of GI as part of the response to the climate and ecological emergencies, and 
to new duties including Biodiversity Net Gain and the delivery of Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies.

 ● Highlighting the means by which organisations, communities and partnerships can work 
collectively to create and sustain a fit for purpose GI network across the West of England.

 ● Providing a prospectus for partners to develop projects to enhance and extend the GI 
network.

The Strategy identifies 8 GI Outcomes are sought as part of an integrated approach to GI in 
the West of England:

 ● Improved and better-connected ecological networks

 ● Greater resilience to climate change

 ● Sustainable water management

 ● Health and wellbeing for all

 ● Create and maintain sustainable places

 ● Create and maintain valued healthy landscapes

 ● Support sustainable and local food production

 ● Build a resilient economy

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/west-of-england-joint-green-infrastructure-strategy/
https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/west-of-england-joint-green-infrastructure-strategy/
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The Strategy identifies the value of connectivity between principal urban areas and green 
assets and the role of GI in supporting sustainable growth, particularly at priority growth 
locations like Kingswood. Kingswood Park is a key area of urban green space with linkages 
through Kingswood Town Centre and east to the urban fringe.

Proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park will strengthen the local and strategic 
green infrastructure network by measures such as:

 ● The role the park plays in the regeneration of Kingswood Town Centre and building a 
resilient economy

 ● The restoration of Kingswood Park and recognising the role it plays in addressing the 
impacts of climate change and resilience going forward

 ● Opening the park to the widest possible audience and promoting awareness of the 
importance of green spaces and use of green infrastructure

 ● Improving the management of green infrastructure assets like Kingswood Park and their 
value within the urban community

 ● Developing opportunities to increase multi-functionality of green spaces – a park with 
improved access for all

 ● Creating new links into the strategic network for people, wildlife, and natural ecosystems 
– for example the activity proposal for a new Kingswood Heritage Trail will link cultural 
and heritage assets using the wider green spaces network

4.12 GREEN SPACE DELIVERY PLAN FOR PARKS AND GREEN HERITAGE SITES IN 
SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S EAST FRINGE 2011 - 2016

The Council’s Community Services Team has developed a Green Spaces Delivery Plan 
for Parks and Green Heritage Sites in South Gloucestershire’s East Fringe 2011-16 (see 
Appendix 10). This document will be superseded by the South Gloucestershire Greener 
Spaces Strategy (see section 4.13 below), however it provides a useful overview of priorities 
on the East Fringe. It sets out how the heritage and cultural assets of the area contribute to 
local identity and the importance of involving local communities in their management. It also 
identifies priorities taken from the Council’s Core Strategy (2007 – 2026) and the operational 
aims of the Community Spaces Service Improvement Plan. These are:

 ● To protect and maintain the community heritage and historical integrity of parks and 
community green spaces whilst ensuring that there are creative means of communicating 
their cultural importance

 ● To develop the social amenity and recreational resourcefulness of parks and community 
green spaces without altering their local distinctiveness

 ● To protect and sustain the environmental amenity and bio-diversity of parks and 
community green spaces

 ● To ensure that parks and community green spaces are accessible to the whole 
community and reflect the diversity of community aspirations and needs

 ● To involve communities as partners in the management of parks and community green 
spaces to embed principals of shared custodianship

It then sets out action plans for the green space and heritage assets of the East Fringe. The 
action plan for Kingswood Park is as follows:
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KINGSWOOD PARK ACTION PLAN

Continued investment in the park’s enhancement for community and environmental benefit. 
In recent years the main park gates have been restored, artist-designed picnic furniture 
has been installed and an avenue of cherry trees has been planted to enhance the formal 
gardens. The Friends of Kingswood Park produced a development plan for the park and 
future projects awaiting further public engagement include the addition of a bandstand roof 
to the bandstand, restoration of a double rose arch (this was an original feature of the park) 
and creation of a new community garden within the park.

Many of the proposals in the action plan have been included in the Kingswood Park NLHF 
application.

4.13 GREENER SPACES- THE SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
& ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN (EXPECTED 2021)

High quality public open spaces, access to the countryside and a healthy natural environment 
play a key role in making South Gloucestershire ‘a great place to live and work’. Well 
managed, thriving green spaces are critical to optimise climate change resilience, biodiversity 
and air quality as well as providing inspiring environments for recreation, health and wellbeing 
and sustainable travel.

Through 2019 – 2021 South Gloucestershire Council is developing a strategic Green 
Infrastructure Strategy and Asset Management Plan for South Gloucestershire. Entitled 
Greener Spaces, the strategy will enable the Council to anticipate and respond proactively 
to current and future risks, priorities and opportunities such as climate change and external 
funding.

At a time of significant development growth across South Gloucestershire and the West of 
England, increasing pressures on resources and rising environmental risk factors, a strategic 
approach to management of green spaces and the natural environment has been identified 
as a priority for South Gloucestershire.

Greener Spaces sets out the following vision for green infrastructure across South 
Gloucestershire:

Greener places where people and nature thrive

The Greener Spaces strategy priorities for new and existing green infrastructure in South 
Gloucestershire are all of relevance to Kingswood Park:

 ● Improved and better connected ecological networks

 ● Greater resilience to climate change

 ● Sustainable water management

 ● Health and wellbeing for all

 ● Create and maintain sustainable places

 ● Create and maintain valued healthy landscapes

 ● Support sustainable and local food production

 ● Build a resilient economy

 ● Stronger working together
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Kingswood Park is one of over 11,000 areas of green space owned and managed by the 
Council. Greener Spaces will also set out asset management plan requirements for all the 
Council’s areas of public open space, adopting an asset management approach enabling the 
Council to manage green space assets effectively by assessing the condition of green space 
assets alongside requirements, costs, and priorities to inform decision making enabling the 
council to:

 ● Manage budgets effectively - plan and prioritise budgets over the long and short term.

 ● Make informed decisions - hold information about our assets to inform decisions 
including investment through maintenance or renewal to deliver our priorities and 
achieve longer term value for money.

 ● Sustainability - deliver greater and more sustainable long-term benefits to keep assets at 
the point of optimum maintenance (balanced between cost and quality)

 ● Deliver multiple benefits - for people, places, and nature.

 ● Reducing risks – effective maintenance, inspection, and management plans in place to 
fulfil statutory responsibilities and reduce risks.

 ● Secure funding and investment - increase opportunities to secure further investment.

 ● Apply a holistic and integrated approach - Integrating green space design and 
maintenance considerations at the start of planning and design requirements.

 ● The Greener Spaces asset management plan section brings together open space assets 
into groupings which have similar purposes and management requirements. Kingswood 
Park will be included in the Asset Management Plan for Formal Parks (larger public 
open spaces characterised by distinct built and landscape heritage features such as 
bandstands and formal gardens. Having a high number and wide range of facilities such 
as, toilets, cafes, play and sport facilities, formal parks have high levels of recreation 
usage including community events which serve a wider area). The Formal Parks asset 
management plan when completed will set out development aspirations for Kingswood 
Park in line with the Kingswood Park NLHF application.

4.14 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL OPEN SPACES AUDIT 2010

 https://www.southglos.gov.uk/Documents/PTE110025.pdf

The Council completed a study of open spaces, outdoor sport and recreation facilities across 
South Gloucestershire in 2010. It included an audit, a local needs assessment and a set 
of local standards for open spaces, outdoor sport, recreation and play facilities. The audit 
identified all types of open space and recreation facilities, assessing each type in terms of 
quantity, quality and accessibility.

Key points from the audit in respect of Kingswood Park are as follows:

 ● Kingswood Park falls within the East Fringe of the Bristol Urban Area which has 1.13 ha 
per 1000 population of informal recreation space (including parks and gardens, amenity 
green space and green corridors) and is below the recommended standard of 1.4 ha. 
The East Fringe has the lowest percentage of informal recreational space in South 
Gloucestershire.

 ● There are only a small number of sites in South Gloucestershire (11) that are classified as 
‘parks and gardens’. Kingswood Park is one of these

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/Documents/PTE110025.pdf
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 ● In surveys, respondents from the East Fringe were more likely to use parks and gardens 
more frequently than respondents from other areas, with 20% using them daily and a 
further 27% using them weekly

The vision for parks and gardens in the Open Spaces Audit is as follows:

“A landscaped area laid out and managed to high standards, which is well maintained, 
safe to visit and provides pleasant areas to walk, sit, and relax while enjoying floral and 
landscape features, shrubs, trees and other natural characteristics. The area should be tidy, 
free from vandalism, litter and dog fouling. Appropriate facilities for the size of the site, such 
as paths, water features, bandstands, recreation facilities, play spaces, seats, bins, toilets, 
lighting etc should be in a good state of repair”.

Kingswood Park falls within an area that that has the lowest percentage of informal 
recreational space in South Gloucestershire and is below the recommended standard of 
1.4 ha per 1,000 population. This highlights the need for a project to restore and enhance 
Kingswood Park and improve the quality of the park in an area where there is a lack of green 
space.

4.15 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL TREE ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN 2018

 https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/SGCTreeAssetManagementPlan.pdf

Kingswood Park is characterised by a number of significant mature trees which enhance the 
amenity of the park landscape. Several trees are believed to have been planted to mark the 
Queen’s coronation. A number of trees are now showing decline as a result of disease, fungal 
decay and the impacts of soil compaction.  
The Council is also developing a new Ash Dieback Action Plan to respond to the specific 
challenge faced by canopy loss and the dangers of ash dieback. Several mature trees in 
Kingswood Park are already showing advanced signs of ash dieback and their replacement 
will require the full input of the local community.

The management of trees in the park, in terms of safety, the impact of climate change and 
replacement presents a challenge to the Council.

The South Gloucestershire Council Tree Asset Management Plan sets out how the Council 
manages its tree assets along highways and within public spaces, and the response to 
requests from the public to carry out work to them. It sets out how the Council maximizes 
the value of its tree assets, and aims to increase tree cover to respond to climate change, 
improve biodiversity and enhance landscapes.

Trees are identified as one of the primary features of our public parks and open spaces, and 
the plan recognises the wide range of direct and indirect environmental, social and economic 
benefits trees provide – strengthening the environment by cooling the air and shading, 
improving air quality and removing pollutants, increasing biodiversity, intercepting rainfall to 
reduce flooding, their aesthetic value and role in encouraging recreation and exercise, and in 
bringing economic benefits.

The management and enhancements of tree assets in Kingswood Park meets the wider 
vision and aims set out in the Tree Asset Management Plan, specifically:

 ● Recognising trees in Kingswood Park as valuable assets by recording and communicating 
the significant aesthetic, ecological, social, cultural and historic benefits they provide

 ● Championing the value of trees in the park for improving health by encouraging the 
use of open spaces for play, exercise recreation and active lifestyles, and in absorbing 
airborne pollutants

 ● Maintaining and improving tree cover through tree planting within urban areas

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/SGCTreeAssetManagementPlan.pdf
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 ● Encouraging the conservation, positive management and the appropriate planting of 
trees in villages, towns and countryside through the help of voluntary groups

 ● Planting a replacement tree nearby or elsewhere when a tree has to be felled

 ● Managing and maintaining the Council’s existing tree assets in the park and meeting its 
legal obligations for tree safety

The proposal to restore and enhance Kingswood Park will include measures to develop a 
tree management plan for the park, involving the local community in its development and 
subsequent actions to manage the park’s trees.

4.16 MONITOR OF ENGAGEMENT WITH THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT: HEADLINE 
REPORT 2019

  https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/828552/Monitor_Engagement_Natural_
Environment_2018_2019_v2.pdf

Since 2009, Natural England has carried out the Monitor of Engagement with the Natural 
Environment (MENE) survey. The data enables Natural England, the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), partners and data users to:

 ● Understand how people use, enjoy and are motivated to protect the natural environment

 ● Monitor changes in use of the natural environment over time, at a range of different 
spatial scales and for key groups within the population

 ● Inform on-the-ground initiatives to help them link more closely to people's needs

 ● Evaluate the impact and effectiveness of related policy initiatives

MENE collects a range of information about people’s visits to the natural environment. This 
includes the type of destination, the duration of the visit, mode of transport, distance travelled, 
spend, main activities and motivations for the visit. It collects data on people that do not visit 
the natural environment, and the reasons for this.

Between March 2018 - February 2019 adults living in England took nearly 4 billion visits to 
the natural environment. This equates to around 90 visits per year per person or 1.7 visits 
per week. Two thirds of adults (65%) reported that they normally spent time in the natural 
environment at least once a week and 89% agreed with the statement ‘spending time out 
of door is an important part of my life.’ Nine in ten adults agreed that they were concerned 
about damage to the natural environment. This has remained at a fairly constant level over 
the last decade (88% in 2009/10). Concern about biodiversity loss in England has increased 
significantly over this time, from 49% adults both aware of biodiversity loss and concerned 
about it in 2014/15, rising to 62% in 2018/19.

Green and natural places are getting busier, especially in towns and cities. The total number 
of visits to green spaces in towns and cities almost doubled in the ten years to 2018/19. Parks 
and playing fields such as Kingswood Park are the natural places with the greatest growth in 
visitors over the last decade. In 2018-19 by far the largest share (36%) of all visits were taken 
in parks in towns and cities, highlighting the importance of parks in urban areas such as 
Kingswood as a visitor destination for the general public.

Having local green spaces was important to nearly everyone, yet perceptions of quality and 
accessibility varied across the population. In 2018/19, the majority of the population (94%) 
agreed that having open green spaces close to home was important. The vast majority 
agreed that local greenspaces were within easy walking distance, of a high enough standard 
to want to spend time there and easy to get into and around.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/828552/Monitor_Engagement_Natural_Environment_2018_2019_v2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/828552/Monitor_Engagement_Natural_Environment_2018_2019_v2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/828552/Monitor_Engagement_Natural_Environment_2018_2019_v2.pdf
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Almost two thirds of visits were taken on foot. However, people strongly agreeing that ‘my 
local greenspaces are within easy walking distance’ are more likely to be aged between 35 
and 64, those from white backgrounds, those who live in the most affluent areas and those 
who live in more rural areas.

For parks in a town or city, the motivations for using green spaces recorded in 2018/19 MENE 
survey are presented below against the 2019 Kingswood Park questionnaire survey:

Motivations 2018/19 MENE survey 2019 Kingswood Park 
Questionnaire Survey

Health / exercise 57% 32%

Relax and unwind 42% 78%

To exercise a dog 35% 46%

Enjoy scenery 25% 34%

Time with family 22% 41%

In the MENE survey health and exercise were the most common reasons for spending 
time outside, with a substantial increase over the last decade. Whilst health and exercise 
did not score as highly in the Kingswood Park questionnaire survey (the park has limited 
sports provision), children’s play (56%) and getting some fresh air (78%) did score highly. This 
combination of motivations to visit / use Kingswood Park for health, exercise and recreational 
reasons emphasises the importance of maintaining and managing parks and open space in 
South Gloucestershire to support and encourage participation in physical activities. This is 
particularly so for Kingswood Park, which is situated within a Priority Neighbourhood Area 
where there are specific health problems (e.g. higher levels of obesity in younger people) and 
a need to raise overall levels of physical activity.

Nationally there has been a notable increase in the share of visits taken for health or exercise 
reasons – rising from around a third of visits in 2009/10 to over half in 2018/19. During this 
period relaxation and enjoying scenery also increased in importance as reasons for taking 
visits while health and exercise is more likely to be a motivation for older people. The 
proportion of visits motivated by health and exercise also varied by place visited, with paths, 
playing fields and other open spaces having the highest proportions of these visits. This 
underlines the value of green spaces like Kingswood Park in urban locations where access to 
green spaces is limited.

For frequency of visits, nationally MENE data shows there has been a notable increase in 
adults spending time outdoors at least once a week, up from 54% to 65% over the decade. 
MENE data records 63% of people surveyed in South Gloucestershire stating they visit the 
natural environment at least once a week.

Nationally MENE data shows the frequency of number of visits varied across key 
demographics, with larger proportions of infrequent visitors in the oldest age groups, lower 
socio-economic groups and people from BME backgrounds. People who spend time outside 
infrequently are more likely to report poor health and lower levels of life satisfaction.
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Health & Wellbeing

4.17 NATURE AND HEALTH IN THE WEST OF ENGLAND 2019 (WEST OF ENGLAND 
NATURE PARTNERSHIP)

  http://www.wenp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Nature-Health-in-the-West-of-
England.pdf

The benefits of nature for human health and wellbeing, both physical and mental, are 
increasingly well understood. Current national policy supports the integration of nature 
into healthcare systems. The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan specifies actions to 
integrate environmental therapies into mental health services and promote the linkages 
through a three-year Natural Environment for Health and Wellbeing programme. The NHS 
and Public Health England are committed to driving a ‘whole person’ approach to health that 
considers the wider determinants of health and wellbeing for which the natural environment 
plays a key part.

Nature benefits health and wellbeing in many ways and support different levels of need. 
There is a growing range of opportunities and activities in the West of England to support 
Nature and Health across this spectrum.

Nature in everyday life represents the role of everyday engagement with nature for health 
and wellbeing, e.g. gardening and outdoor exercise.

Nature-based health promotion includes more targeted activities to support health and 
wellbeing, such as Walking for Health.

Green Care refers to nature-based therapies or treatment interventions for people with a 
defined need, such as mindfulness in nature, walking in nature, therapeutic horticulture, 
woodland wellbeing, water-based therapies, care farming, conservation volunteering or 
ecotherapy.

Nature-based health interventions can support people with a wide range of needs: across 
mental health, social care, occupational therapy, addiction, learning disabilities, strokes, 
sensory disabilities and dementia, among others.

West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) has collaboratively identified actions to help 
mainstream nature-based health services in the West of England. WENP’s Nature and Health 
Strategy group is working to drive these actions forward locally

Proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park are supported by an Outline Activity Plan 
(SD6b) that includes nature-based health interventions and green space health and wellbeing 
activities.

4.18 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S HEALTHY WEIGHT AND OBESITY STRATEGY 
2014 – 2020

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Healthy-Weight-Obesity-Strategy.pdf

Obesity has increased dramatically over the last 25 years within Britain. The majority of the 
adult population and 30% of children are either overweight or obese and it is estimated 
that, without clear action, these figures will rise to almost nine in ten adults and two-thirds of 
children by 2050.

The Healthy Weight and Obesity Strategy sets out the Council’s plan to reduce the 
prevalence across the district, translating national policies into local action, whilst also 
meeting the needs of local people. It outlines how organisations will need to work together to 
ensure addressing obesity is integrated into high level strategic plans.

http://www.wenp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Nature-Health-in-the-West-of-England.pdf
http://www.wenp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Nature-Health-in-the-West-of-England.pdf
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Healthy-Weight-Obesity-Strategy.pdf
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The aims of the Strategy are to reduce the burden of death, disability and distress due to 
overweight and obesity in South Gloucestershire, focusing efforts on lasting societal and 
environmental changes that enable people to maintain a healthy weight; while informing and 
empowering people to make healthy choices.

This will be achieved by delivering evidenced based programmes across the life course to 
prevent overweight and obesity, and improving the management provided for those children 
and adults who are above the healthy weight range.

The Strategy sets out specific cross cutting key priorities for the built environment in 
addressing obesity and interventions to behaviours to change the environment we live in 
to facilitate healthy behaviours. Whilst all priorities are cross-cutting, the section on built 
environment is of specific relevance to Kingswood Park:

 ● Support the development of high-quality green space and infrastructure

 ● Develop an environment that promotes physical activity as part of daily life e.g. a 
sustainable transport network that makes walking and cycling the default form of travel 
around our communities

 ● Create environments that support health-promoting behaviour

 ● Incorporate Health Impact Assessments (HIA’s) into all new and existing housing 
developments 
 

 ● Developing local accessibility standards and thresholds (based on population, quality and 
accessibility) which identify ‘hotspots’ for under-provision and allow for a more effective 
targeting of resources

 ● Support the development of residential travel plans that promote sustainable / active 
travel for local journeys

 ● Work with planners to assess the feasibility of restricting the number of fast food outlets in 
communities, especially near schools

Proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park are supported by an Outline Activity 
Plan that includes activities promoting healthy lifestyles that can contribute to measures to 
maintain healthy weight and reduce obesity.

4.19 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE JOINT HEALTH AND WELLBEING STRATEGY 
(JHWS) 2017 – 2021

  https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/download/healthandwellbeingstrategy_1034.pdf

South Gloucestershire’s Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy (JHWBS) 2017-21 sets out 
key areas of focus and actions, to reduce health inequalities and improve the health and 
wellbeing of people living and working in the area.

The strategy is produced by the Health and Wellbeing Board in collaboration with the 
voluntary sector and local community groups, and acknowledges that health and inequalities 
are largely determined by where people live, their lifestyle choices, and wider social, 
economic and environmental factors. The vision is that:

“All people in South Gloucestershire have the best start in life, live healthy and happy lives 
and age well in health-promoting communities. They feel encouraged and enabled to take 
responsibility for their own health and wellbeing and to care for themselves, and have 
access to health and care services that reflect their needs when required”

https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/download/healthandwellbeingstrategy_1034.pdf
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The Strategy sets out four key areas for collective action, one of which is to ‘maximise 
the potential of our built and natural environment to enable healthy lifestyles and prevent 
disease’ – underpinning the proposal to restore and enhance Kingswood Park supported by 
an activities plan that includes health and wellbeing activities.

There is strong evidence that the places, communities and homes within which we live shape 
our health and emotional wellbeing. Well-designed places can promote active lifestyles by 
encouraging walking, cycling, use of public transport and active recreation. Access to and use 
of quality green open space is shown to reduce mental fatigue and stress. Places with good 
public amenities and assets encourage people to get more involved in their communities, 
help strengthen social networks and build community resilience.

The strategy sets out the need for neighbourhoods to be safe, sustainable and inclusive 
places which enable healthy choices, encourage active lifestyles and promote mental and 
emotional wellbeing.

The Strategy promotes collective action to maximise the potential of the built and natural 
environment to enable healthy lifestyles and to improve physical and mental health.

4.20 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE ADULT MENTAL HEALTH AND EMOTIONAL 
WELLBEING STRATEGY 2017 - 2021

  https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/download/
adultmentalhealthandemotionalwellbeingstrategy_1124.pdf

The Adult Mental Health Strategy was developed by South Gloucestershire Mental Health 
Partnership. It covers work from public awareness and early interventions, through to 
acute care. The strategy was developed from the Adult Mental Health Needs Assessment, 
providing local partners with a comprehensive picture of the current and projected future 
mental health needs in South Gloucestershire.

The Strategy sets out the Council’s approach to improving adult mental health built around 
three key areas:

 ● Mental Health Promotion: Work to develop a culture and environment that promotes 
positive mental health. This includes issues such as education, housing, employment, 
transport, cultural and sporting opportunities, helping individuals and communities 
develop their own approach for improving mental health.

 ● Mental Illness prevention: Addressing the mental health inequalities faced by some 
groups and approach to reducing the gap between their quality of life and the rest of the 
population. Working with communities and the voluntary sector to meet different needs 
flexibly.

 ● Treatment and Rehabilitation.

The benefits of nature and being in outdoor green space for mental health and wellbeing 
are widely acknowledged. Activities for health and wellbeing in the Kingswood Park Outline 
Activities Plan can help provide an environment that empowers the people and community of 
Kingswood to promote and sustain their own mental health.

https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/download/adultmentalhealthandemotionalwellbeingstrategy_1124.pdf
https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/download/adultmentalhealthandemotionalwellbeingstrategy_1124.pdf
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4.21 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL EQUALITY PLAN 2019 – 2022

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Approved-Equality-Plan-2019-2022.pdf

Integrating equality into all aspects of the council’s work provides the opportunity to 
significantly and continuously improve and develop services by making them more 
appropriate and responsive to the needs of people. Good equality approaches and practices 
significantly impact on the council meeting the needs of customers and communities. 
Embracing diversity is a core Council value. The Council cares about diversity and respect 
and champions equality of opportunity for all. The Council’s Corporate Equality and Diversity 
Policy details its commitments and aims and is committed to valuing and treating all people 
with dignity and respect. The Council’s approach is threefold:

1. To recognise that people, whether as communities or individuals, will have specific needs 
that need to be recognised and addressed in order for them to develop their full potential

2. To acknowledge that the majority view is not always right and the rights of minorities will 
need to be protected

3. To mainstream equalities into all aspects of our policy development and service delivery

The Equality Plan sets out the Council’s strategic aims for equality in South Gloucestershire. 
It demonstrates the Council recognises and is committed to delivering fair and equitable 
outcomes for all those who live, work and study in South Gloucestershire. The Equality Plan 
objectives are:

 ● To ensure a consistent approach to managing equalities

 ● To ensure fair treatment for all by Council services

 ● To reduce any gaps in service use and take-up

 ● To continuously improve equality of opportunity for our employees and job applicants

 ● To advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between different people

Proposals to restore and enhance Kingswood Park and engage more and a wider range of 
people with the heritage will be guided by the Council’s approach to inclusivity and equality:

 ● Welcoming and celebrating diversity

 ● Developing a shared understanding of the essence of equality which is to value and treat 
all people with respect and dignity

 ● Promoting equality of opportunity;

 ● Through policies, services, employment, contracting, and funding practices ensuing that 
no service user, employee or job applicant will receive less favourable treatment on the 
grounds of age, colour, impairment, marital status, lifestyle and culture, religion or belief, 
nationality, race gender, sexual orientation, gender identity;

 ● Taking all possible steps to eliminate discrimination, and undertaking action to remedy 
past discrimination and disadvantage

 ● Actively demonstrate diversity within South Gloucestershire in all communications 
material

 ● Equality is central to our identification of local priorities and underpins all the services 
delivered.

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Approved-Equality-Plan-2019-2022.pdf
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4.22 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE LOCAL ACCESSIBILITY STRATEGY 2017 - 2019

  https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/accessibilitystrategy

South Gloucestershire is a place where all children and young people enjoy a safe and 
healthy life, achieve their maximum potential and thrive in their community. The Council 
ensures children, young people and their families are provided with integrated, accessible 
and equitable services which are designed to target early intervention and support on 
disadvantaged and vulnerable children and young people and their families; be flexible and 
user-friendly and involve children, young people and their families and put children, young 
people and families at the heart of what the Council does.

The purpose of the strategy is to ensure that all children and young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities have access to the curriculum and to the physical 
environment. Improving access to education is vital to improving inclusion within mainstream 
schools, ensuring equality of opportunity, ensuring access to employment opportunities and 
in ensuring that all children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities 
have every opportunity to achieve their full potential.

Proposals for Kingswood Park will include accessibility enhancements that benefit the widest 
possible audience including improving the accessibility of the physical environment through 
play and Forest School / outdoor learning wild play areas.

4.23 OTHER STRATEGIC INDICATORS

The health, economic and community benefits of engagement in local green spaces and 
nature are also well evidenced in the following reports:

 ● Environment Bill 2019-20 (HM Government)

 ● West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) Nature Recovery Network mapping and 
methodology 2019

 ● Our 25 Year Plan to Improvement the Environment 2018 (DEFRA)

 ● NHS Long Term Plan 2019

 ● South Gloucestershire Dementia Strategy 2017 - 2020

 ● Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (South Gloucestershire)

 ● Local action on health inequalities: Improving access to green spaces (Public Health 
England 2014)

 ● The Natural Environment White Paper – the Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature. 
(HM Government, 2011).

 ● Green space access, green space use, physical activity and overweight (Natural England 
2011)

 ● The National Ecosystem Assessment’ (DEFRA, 2011)

 ● The Marmot Review - ‘Fair Society, Healthy Lives’, (Strategic Review of Inequalities in 
England, 2010)

 ● Ecotherapy: The New Agenda for Mental Health (MIND, 2007)

https://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/accessibilitystrategy
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4.24 SUMMARY OF STRATEGIC PLANS AND COUNCIL POLICIES

The project to restore and enhance the heritage of Kingswood Park and develop a range 
of activities and events will help to achieve many of the aims and objectives of the strategic 
plans and policies listed above. It will do this by enabling more and a wider range of people 
to engage with the heritage, supporting the needs of children and young people, improving 
health and wellbeing for all ages, addressing the impacts of climate change locally, promoting 
safer and stronger communities and by conserving and enhancing the environment and 
biodiversity.

The needs and priorities identified in the strategic plans and policies have been analysed and 
included in the Summary of Local Needs in section 6 below.
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5. CONSULTATION
5.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CONSULTATION

An extensive programme of consultation has been undertaken to develop / inform proposals 
for the Kingswood Park NLHF bid. The aim of the consultation has been to allow the local 
community, Friends Group, voluntary groups, organisations and professional officers to 
develop proposals to restore and enhance the heritage of Kingswood Park, and also develop 
proposals for a wide range of learning and participation events and activities. The objectives 
of the consultation were to identify the following:

 ● How the local community and key user groups value the park, why they go there and 
what improvements they would like to see?

 ● Provide information to develop an outline audience profile

 ● Understand why some sections of the community do not use the park, what are the 
barriers faced, and what would make a wider range of people use the park?

 ● What proposals should be taken forward to restore and enhance the park, ensuring that 
its heritage is better managed and in better condition?

 ● The need for improved or new facilities in the park (refreshment facility and toilets)

 ● Any additional needs / priorities arising from the Covid-19 Pandemic

 ● Ideas for events, activities and projects that will meet the needs of the local community 
and target beneficiaries, and fulfil NLHF outcomes

5.2 KINGSWOOD PARK: A CONSULTATION TIMELINE TO DATE

A wide-ranging series of public consultations have taken place over the last sixteen years, all 
of which have been used to develop ideas for individual projects and activities in Kingswood 
Park, and to develop proposals to restore and enhance the heritage of the park. A timeline of 
this work is provided below:

2005: Establishment of Friends of Kingswood Park

A meeting was organised by the Community Spaces Team on 17 May 2005 to discuss local 
community concerns over anti-social behaviour in the park and to establish a Friends Group. 
Members from the Friends of Page Park group were in attendance to provide advice and 
support along with local councillors and 23 members of the local community. The group 
discussed a wide range of concerns over anti-social behaviour and the condition of the park 
and around half the people who answered a question about safety at the meeting said they 
did not feel safe in the park. People supported having more events in the park and there was 
support to establish a Friends Group. An action plan was developed and agreement to hold 
another meeting in June 2005 to discuss establishing the Friends of Kingswood Park.

Prior to the meeting the Community Spaces Team distributed 1,300 questionnaires in the park 
catchment area and the meeting note states that 72 were returned. Unfortunately, the results 
of the survey cannot be found.

In June 2005 a committee was appointed and the Friends of Kingswood Park was 
established, adopting a constitution in January 2006. It then operated as a voluntary group of 
local residents and park users whose aim is to protect and improve the park and its facilities 
for the community and future generations. The Friends Group has operated since that time.  
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There was a short period when the group was comparatively dormant leading to a refresh 
and relaunch in 2014. Since then the group have grown in strength and worked closely with 
the Council’s Community Spaces team, acting as the voice of the local community in terms of 
making improvements and encouraging greater community involvement in the management 
of the park. The group has worked with the Council on a number of public consultations, 
through public meetings, surveys and other consultation events and activities.

The Friends of Kingswood Park has raised funds for park improvements and held 
many events and activities over the years to encourage greater public enjoyment and 
understanding of the park including annual Easter egg hunts, annual family fun days, treasure 
hunts, Halloween events and Christmas carols. The group co-ordinate regular volunteer 
workdays undertaking gardening and maintenance tasks in the park and are running a ‘park 
your memories’ project to gather community stories and memories about the history of the 
park. They also carry out volunteer workdays to enhance Kingswood High Street and wider 
area (under the name Springwood) and encourage more people to become involved and 
make Kingswood a better place to live, work and visit.

The Friends Group are very strong and active and are partners in the initiative to restore and 
enhance the park and apply for NLHF funding.

The Friends Group has its own Facebook page  
  https://www.facebook.com/ourkingswoodpark/

The Facebook page includes many photos and videos of community events and volunteering 
activities and these illustrate the excellent work that the group undertake in the community.

In addition to regular volunteering activities The Friends Group has been involved with a 
number of projects over the years including:

 ● 2005/6 – fencing off the wetland area and creating a safe dog-free outdoor learning 
space

 ● 2007 - installation of finger post and enviroscape tiles to path adjacent to play area to 
allow vehicle access to bandstand area. Creation of two flower beds replacing a conifer 
hedge by an old rose arch site. New fence installation along Hollow Road boundary.

 ● 2008/9 – Installation of new exercise equipment installed and youth shelter

 ● 2010 – bench art installation and refurbishment of main gates

 ● 2015 – development of new community garden area

 ● 2017 – installation of new rose arch

The group has raised funding to support projects in the park including the following 
successes:

 ● Asda Foundation - £1,000 towards Fun in the Park event 2019

 ● South Gloucestershire Council Area Wide Grant - £1,000 towards a park-wide Disability 
Access Plan 2019

 ● S106 funding from South Gloucestershire Council - £8,846.60 towards cost of new rose 
arch 2017

 ● S106 funding from South Gloucestershire Council - £27k for new community garden in 
2015

 ● Big Lottery Community Spaces Grant - £24.5k for bench / picnic area art installation in 
2010

https://www.facebook.com/ourkingswoodpark/
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 ● South Gloucestershire Area Forum - £3,340 Pride of Kingswood Fun in the Park summer 
Event 2006

 ● Charities Aid Foundation Fund - £3,200 for tool store small shipping container 2018

 ● Merlin Communities Grant - £1,000 for water bowser 2018

 ● South Gloucestershire Council Area Wide Grant - £1,148 expenses involved with Friends 
Forum project 2019

 ● South Gloucestershire Council Member Awarded Grant - £1,000 towards cost of park 
Disability Access Audit 2019

The Friends Group have also been financially supported to run events and activities by Tesco, 
Merlin, local shops and businesses, Kingswood Congregational Church, Free Methodist 
Church and others.

The group is registered with the RHS ‘Its Your Neighbourhood scheme’, and in their first year 
gained a ‘Level 3 - Advancing’ award certificate. Their work in Kingswood Town Centre also 
gained a ‘Level 2 - Advancing’ award certificate. An excellent achievement.

 Friends Group Receiving RHS Award 2018

In March 2019 a steering 
group was established 
with the Friends Group to 
guide the development 
of the Round 1 NLHF bid. 
This meets monthly and 
will continue into the 
development phase if the 
Round 1 bid is successful.

 Park NLHF bid Master 
Planning Meeting November 
2019
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During the Covid-19 Pandemic the Friends Group had to cease works in the park and local 
community for much of the time in line with Government guidance. After a pause of many 
months the group began to hold on-line Zoom meetings later in 2020 which was challenging 
and numbers participating were reduced. NLHF project steering group meetings on zoom 
re-commenced in 2021.

2006: Pride of Kingswood Fun in the Park event

This was the first fun in the park event run by the Friends Group, it was very successful and 
started the process of engaging the community in events to celebrate and enjoy the park 
which have continued to the present day. A photo montage and event programme from the 
day is included in Appendix 11.

2008: Kingswood Park action plan

An action plan was compiled following consultation with members of Friends of Kingswood 
Park. The purpose of this action plan was to form a framework for an eventual long-term 
management plan for the park and guide projects to improve the park and benefit park users. 
The action plan looked at themes such as ‘A welcoming Place’, ‘Healthy, Safe and Secure’, 
‘Clean and Well Maintained’, ‘Sustainability’, ‘Conservation & Heritage’ and ‘Community 
Involvement’.

2009: Kingswood Park development plan

Following further consultation with the Friends Group, the 2008 action plan was worked up 
into a more detailed development plan for the park which had four broad aims:

 ● To enable people to gain access to a safe, pleasant, friendly and varied outside 
environment

 ● To provide a focus for outside activities for the whole of the Kingswood community

 ● To encourage the community to use and take pride in the park

 ● To open the park up to as wide a group as possible ensuring equality of access

A series of objectives and actions were developed for the Council and Friends Group to take 
forward.

2013: Dreamscheme consultation with young people

Kingsmeadow@Made Forever is a registered charity aimed at preventing isolation, reaching 
out to those already in isolation and tackling unemployment. They work with individuals, 
families and young people facing multiple challenges. For more information follow the link to 
  http://kingsmeadowmade4ever.org.uk/

Dreamscheme is a project run by the charity and is a ‘free, fun out of school activities group 
which actively involves the children with their local community. Dreamscheme runs in all 
the school holidays and is for children aged 8-16 years unaccompanied or under 8 with a 
parent’. The aim is to ‘build children’s confidence and skills, offering the chance to try new 
experiences, meet new people and visit new places together. We encourage the children to 
actively help out in the community. We work on a points system that rewards the children with 
a fun activity or trip at the end of the holiday sessions.’ For more information follow the link

  http://kingsmeadowmade4ever.org.uk/our-services/activities/dreamscheme/

In March 2013 young people with the Dreamscheme project visited the park and assessed 
various aspects of it, taking on the role of ‘young inspectors’. Their recommendations are 
listed below:

http://kingsmeadowmade4ever.org.uk/
http://kingsmeadowmade4ever.org.uk/our-services/activities/dreamscheme/
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 ● More equipment was needed for young people e.g. a zip wire, and existing equipment 
needs to be repaired

 ● Link with local schools for consultation on what kind of facilities young people would like 
to see put in place

 ● We accepted that there could be more information elsewhere e.g. the adjoining library, 
but felt there was just not enough signage or information boards

 ● Council website needs to be updated. Links need to be given to public transport

 ● Parking should be looked at. Is it possible to use local council buildings for accessible 
parking during specific events?

 ● Some specific disabled parking bays should be made available for visiting the park

 ● The park could have a facebook page to advertise its events

2015: Masterplan consultation

In 2015 South Gloucestershire Council and The Friends of Kingswood Park began work on a 
masterplan for the park. To help decide what to work on first, and what improvements have 
the support of the local community, a survey was carried out to obtain the views of those who 
use the park and of local residents.

A dedicated consultation webpage was set-up and respondents were able to complete 
the survey on line, to download and print a copy of the questionnaire from the webpage or 
complete the survey through paper copies distributed by the Friends of Kingswood Park. 
The consultation period was open from 29 May 2015 until the 20 July 2015. 123 people 
responded to the consultation by completing the survey.

A copy of the survey form, 2015 consultation report and supplementary findings are included in 
Appendix 12. The survey form included a plan of the park which divided it into a garden zone, 
play and fitness zone, nature zone and ‘other’. It then listed a series of project ideas under each 
zone and asked whether people thought it was a good idea – answering yes or no.

2017: Make My Play consultation

In 2017 Friends of Kingswood Park carried out a consultation to develop ideas and raise 
funds to improve the play area. The group carried out a consultation using mood boards 
provided by play manufactures to establish the ten most popular items of kit and spoke to 
50 carers in the park, representing around 100 children who use the play area. In addition, 
Park Primary School (which is adjacent to the park) consulted 50 of their pupils. The Friends 
Group estimated that £215k would be required and raised almost £900, which they are 
holding as match funding for play improvements. The Friends Group submitted a bid to Big 
Lottery Reaching Communities for funding for the play area, however it was not successful as 
this funding stream does not fund capital improvements. A pdf document promoting the play 
enhancement scheme is included in Appendix 13.
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 Play area consultation gazebo at Fun in the Park - June 2017

2019: Kingswood Park Access Plan - Consultation with South Gloucestershire Disability 
Action Group

A consultation morning was held with South Gloucestershire Disability Action Group on 21 
October 2019 to understand issues with the accessibility of the park. Members of the group 
toured the park with officers who had carried out an access audit and a picnic lunch was held 
to discuss ideas and recommendations. The findings and comments were incorporated into 
the Kingswood Park Access Plan report to inform the proposals to restore and enhance the 
park.

 Disability Action Group Survey October 2019
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 A report on the visit of the DAG group is included 
in their January 2020 newsletter.

A copy of the Kingswood Park Access Plan 
(October 2019) is provided as supporting document 
SD6c.

2019: Community consultation to develop Round 
One NLHF Heritage Grant application

An extensive round of community consultation 
and survey work was carried out in 2019, this is 
described in section 5.3 below.

2020/21: Community consultation to develop resubmission of Round One NLHF Heritage 
Grant application

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic NLHF closed its funding programmes in 2020 and our original 
funding bid was withdrawn. During 2020/21 surveys were carried out to assess changes in 
the use of Kingswood Park and other greenspaces and community priorities. This work (see 
sections 5.7.4 to 5.7.10) has been used to inform and update our resubmission.

5.3 CONSULTATION 2019

Between March and October 2019, a detailed round of consultation was carried out to meet 
the objectives described in section 5.1.

The methodology for carrying out the consultation is set out below.

5.3.1 PLANNING THE CONSULTATION

Before undertaking the consultation, planning work took place with the Friends of Kingswood 
Park to scope out the consultation process and consider the variety of project beneficiaries, 
organisations and individuals who should be consulted and might benefit from the project. 
The Council’s Performance, Research and Consultation Team (PRCT) were also involved in 
the design process and provided advice on consultation techniques and survey design.

The basic structure of the consultation was as follows:

 ● Identify key contacts

 ● Design a ‘consultation flyer’ and send to all key contacts

 ● Erect banners in the park to publicise the consultation

 ● Organise a series of face to face meetings with respondents to the consultation flyer, and 
from follow up emails and phone calls to key contacts

 ● Develop a questionnaire survey (paper and online) to allow the public to provide 
their views on activities and events, and provide more information regarding the park 
audience

 ● Provide consultation information on the web, and the opportunity for feedback

 ● Consultation display in Kingswood Civic centre, opposite the park

 ● Consultation display staffed by Friends of Kingswood Park, every Wednesday for four 
weeks in Kingswood Shopping Centre and Sainsbury’s Local
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Each stage in the consultation is described in more detail below.

5.3.2 IDENTIFYING KEY CONTACTS

To identify key organisations and contacts, discussions were held with teams across the 
Council including community engagement officers, officers working with children and young 
people, open spaces managers and public health officers. Following these discussions, 
a draft list of key contacts was drawn up to identify project beneficiary groups, voluntary 
organisations, professional officers with experience of the need and organisations and 
individuals supporting priority groups, community and voluntary groups, local elected 
members, stakeholders and interested individuals. The draft list was circulated to Friends of 
Kingswood Park for their agreement and any obvious contacts which had been missed were 
added.

Following agreement of the key contact list, a total of 84 groups, two strategic partnerships 
and 37 individual officers and seven local politicians including the leader of South 
Gloucestershire Council and MP for Kingswood were contacted either by email or letter, with 
a consultation flyer attached (see 5.3.3 below). The contact details for all beneficiary groups, 
voluntary organisations, professional officers, organisations and individuals consulted is 
provided in Appendix 14, with a summary set out below:

Organisations, voluntary and beneficiary groups

16 x schools / preschool groups
13 x community groups
1 x Kings Chase Shopping Centre
8 x community associations / partnerships
13 x churches, faith groups and religious organisations
4 x black and minority ethnic groups
5 x conservation, wildlife and horticulture groups
3 x history / heritage groups
4 x scout / guides associations
3 x youth organisations
2 x parish councils
10 x other groups / interests including the police
1 x sports club
5 x beneficiary groups
1 x disability action group
1 x drug and alcohol abuse service

Strategic partnerships

5 x economic and skills partnerships
1 x health and wellbeing partnership
Professional officers
14 x health and wellbeing, inclusion, public health, active lifestyles officers
3 x green space management officers
1 x arts development officer
1 x apprenticeships officer
2 x senior officers in Environment and Community Services
2 x economic development officers
2 x sustainability / climate change officers
2 x grounds maintenance officers
2 x biodiversity / tree officers
3 x heritage / archaeology / conservation officers
1 x Love Our High Streets urban planning officer
2 x planning officers
1 x research and consultation team manager
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Elected members and MP

4 x elected members for local Council wards
1 x Executive Member for Communities and Tourism (Cllr Rachel Hunt)
1 x Leader of South Gloucestershire Council (Cllr Toby Savage)
1 x local Member of Parliament (Chris Skidmore MP)

5.3.3 CONSULTATION FLYER

A consultation flyer was developed to introduce the Kingswood Park NLHF bid. Adopting 
the strap line ‘Our Park at the Heart of Our Community’ the flyer set out the main aims for the 
heritage grant application and asked for ideas for projects to encourage local people to enjoy 
the park more and learn about its heritage, develop new skills or just participate.

A copy of the 2019 consultation flyer is provided in Appendix 15.

5.3.4 FACE TO FACE MEETINGS, EMAIL AND TELEPHONE INTERVIEWS

A week after the initial contact emails and letters were sent out, follow up emails and 
telephone calls were made to a representative cross-section of voluntary groups and 
organisations to arrange face to face meetings to further scope the project and identify 
project needs, priorities and ideas for events and activities. Printed copies of the flyer and 
questionnaire survey (see section 5.3.5 below) were made available at meetings.

Between July and mid-September 2019, a total of 43 meetings with community 
representatives and officers took place. Further consultation took place via email 
correspondence and telephone interviews. The feedback from this consultation work 
together with previous consultation findings has been used to scope the project and identify 
local needs and priorities. Notes from the meetings and email / telephone responses are 
included in a table in Appendix 16.

5.3.5 KINGSWOOD PARK QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY

A questionnaire survey was developed in consultation with the Friends of Kingswood Park 
and the Performance, Research and Consultation Team (PRCT) to find out more information 
about the audience for the park and their ideas for activities and events. The purpose of the 
questionnaire was to find out the following:

 ● More information to help draw up an audience profile

 ● Why people visit the park?

 ● What prevents them from visiting more?

 ● The kinds of events and activities that would improve their enjoyment and make them 
visit more

 ● Views on the future of the toilets

 ● Views on the need for a refreshment facility / cafe

 ● Opportunities for volunteering that people would like to take part in?

The questionnaire provided a brief overview of the project and posed a number of open 
and closed questions. The questionnaire utilised a design and layout to compliment the 
consultation flyer, and again adopted the strap line ‘Our Park at the Heart of Our Community’.
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 Questionnaire Survey Launch July 2019

2,500 copies of the questionnaire were delivered to residents surrounding the park. Further 
questionnaires were distributed via the mobile consultation display in Kingswood Civic Centre 
and the weekly Friends of Kingswood Park consultation display in Kingswood shopping 
centre precinct / Sainsbury’s Local. In addition, a consultation gazebo was organised by the 
Friends of Kingswood Park at the ‘Fun in the Park’ event on 9 June 2019.

An online version of the survey was also set up, details for which are summarised below.

A copy of the 2019 questionnaire survey form is included in Appendix 17.

5.3.6 CONSULTATION VIA THE WEB

To make the consultation as accessible as possible online resources were set up and were 
made available throughout the consultation period.

South Gloucestershire Council Kingswood Park web page.

  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/kingswood-
park/

Forming part of the South Gloucestershire Council web site, this page provided an 
introduction to Kingswood Park, information about the NLHF application and how people can 
take part in the consultation and a link to the online survey.

Friends of Kingswood Park Facebook Page

  https://www.facebook.com/ourkingswoodpark

During the consultation period the Facebook page 
included a link to the survey and information about 
the consultation and NLHF bid.

 Screen shot of Friends of Kingswood Park Facebook Page 
– August 2019

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/kingswood-park/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/kingswood-park/
https://www.facebook.com/ourkingswoodpark
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South Gloucestershire Council consultation portal

This consisted of a dedicated page on the South Gloucestershire Council Public consultations 
portal with information about the Kingswood Park round one application and how people 
can take part in the consultation. The portal provided a direct link to the online version of the 
questionnaire survey and pdf copies of the consultation flyer and questionnaire.

There is no link to the portal web page here as it is no longer live.

5.3.7 CONSULTATION BANNERS

Two large printed vinyl banners were manufactured and erected at strategic points around 
the park (externally and internally) to promote the consultation and web address for the online 
survey at  www.southglos.gov.uk/kingswoodpark

 Consultation banner on High Street frontage – August 2019

  Consultation banner on bandstand –August 2019

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/kingswoodpark
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5.3.8 MOBILE CONSULTATION DISPLAYS

Two information displays were developed and made accessible to local people during the 
consultation period

Friends of Kingswood Park consultation display

Every Wednesday for four weeks a display was erected in the Kings Chase shopping centre 
precinct or outside Sainsbury’s Local and staffed by members of the Friends group. People 
were able to ask questions, discuss ideas and complete questionnaires. Dates were Kings 
Chase shopping centre 10am - 12am on 14, 21, 28 August and 4 September 2019, and 
Kingswood Sainsbury’s Local store 2.00pm - 4.00pm on 21 and 28 August.

 Consultation display in Kings Chase shopping centre precinct – August 2019 

Civic Centre Display

During August and September 
2019, a display was erected in the 
foyer / reception area of Kingswood 
Civic Centre, directly opposite the 
park. Background information to 
the bid and questionnaire surveys 
were made available with over 
100 questionnaires completed and 
posted in the ballot box.

 Civic Centre consultation display  
– August 2019
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5.3.9 CONSULTATION GAZEBO

The consultation gazebo was erected in the park on 21 August 2019 to obtain the views 
of park users. People were able to find about the NLHF application, discuss their ideas for 
restoring and enhancing the park, and complete questionnaire surveys. A post it note board 
was available to leave comments.

 Gazebo in park on 21st August 2019

5.3.10 INFORMATION IN KINGSWOOD LIBRARY AND ONE STOP SHOP

Consultation flyers were made available in Kingswood Library and One Stop Shop. The 
consultation was also publicised on the electronic information screen during the consultation 
period.

 Electronic information display in library / one stop shop through July - September 2019
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5.3.11 CHRIS SKIDMORE (MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR KINGSWOOD) - CIRCULAR 
AND FACEBOOK POST

The consultation was also publicised in Chris Skidmore’s regular email circular to his 
constituents as follows:

Kingswood Park Lottery Bid

Like so many in our community, the Council wants to celebrate the importance of Kingswood 
Park and to make sure the park remains at the heart of the community in the future, and so 
are working with the Friends of Kingswood Park to apply for a National Lottery Heritage Fund 
grant (NLHF).

The council is seeking to repeat the success at Page Park in Staple Hill where a similar 
approach resulted in £1.6m lottery funding that has transformed the park and seen visitor 
numbers soar.

You can support this lottery bid for Kingswood Park by putting forward your ideas and views 
to Richard Aston or Janice Suffolk in the Community Spaces team at South Gloucestershire 
Council. Their details are:  01454 863725 or  richard.aston@southglos.gov.uk or  
 janice.suffolk@southglos.gov.uk or  www.southglos.gov.uk/kingswoodpark

5.4 CONSULTATION 2020/21

The consultation work undertaken in 2019 was used to develop our first round NLHF bid and 
this was submitted at the end of February 2020. Unfortunately, shortly after bid submission 
the grant programme was suspended due to the Covid-19 Pandemic and our application was 
withdrawn. This was because NLHF needed to redirect its resources to support the heritage 
sector through the crises.

mailto:richard.aston@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:janice.suffolk@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/kingswoodpark
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As the Covid-19 crises unfolded, the nation became aware of the importance of green spaces 
to local communities who were accessing them in greater numbers. Parks became a focal 
point for relaxation, enjoyment of green space and nature, socially distanced socialising and 
exercise. The value of parks to deprived urban communities like Kingswood, which have 
low levels of access to green space was particularly high. We realised it was important to try 
and capture any changes in use of Kingswood Park, or any additional community needs and 
priorities as a result of the pandemic. Further consultation work was therefore carried out in 
2020/21, although the methods of consultation were constrained to online consultations by 
social distancing regulations.

Data was gathered through the following surveys:

2020 Viewpoint Greenspaces in Lockdown Survey
2020 South Gloucestershire Green Spaces Pre-Engagement Survey
2020 Connecting Kingswood Survey
2020 Kingswood Park Covid 19 Survey
2021 Google Mobility Reports

In addition, the use of the park was monitored by automated counters which were installed 
at all entrances in September 2019. The findings from the surveys and counter data are 
described in sections 5.7.4 to 5.7.10.

5.4.1 BS15 HANHAM AND KINGSWOOD SUPPORT

As a local response to the Covid-19 Pandemic in March 2020 the communities of Kingswood 
& Hanham came together to form Covid-19 BS15 Hanham and Kingswood Support.  
 https://bs15-support.org

They are a group of volunteers whose aim is to ensure that all residents in BS15 have access 
to the support they need during the Covid-19 pandemic. Although the primary purpose of this 
group was to support their community during the pandemic there is now the appetite to build 
on these foundations by creating a group under ‘We Are BS15 ‘which will hopefully be a force 
for good in the years to come looking after the most vulnerable members of the community. 
Their immediate aspirations are to create a number of community facilities based around Holy 
Trinity Church Hall along similar lines to The Long Table  
 https://www.thelongtableonline.com  
Proposals include a community kitchen and larder, upcycling project, zero waste refill shop 
and a community allotment. Consultations have taken place with the group and Church, 
particularly with regard to developing a growing area in the Church grounds for the 
community and the park. Initial proposals for the growing area are included in our Outline 
Activities Plan (SD6b) and these will be consulted on further during the development phase.

5.4.2 KINGSWOOD VOICE PRESS COVERAGE

 In April 2021 a front page article was included in the 
local newspaper Kingswood Voice. This reported on 
how important local people had rated parks and green 
spaces in the Connecting Kingswood survey (see 
section 5.7.6) and that Kingswood Park is the ‘jewel in 
our neighbourhood’s crown’. Further articles in the paper 
detailed plans for the restoration and enhancement of 
the park and progress with the NLHF bid.

5.5 CONSULTATION FEEDBACK AND RESULTS

In 2019 face to face meetings were held with the organisations and individuals listed below to 
help identify local needs and develop ideas for learning and participation activities.

https://bs15-support.org/
https://www.thelongtableonline.com/
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 ● Friends of Kingswood Park – regular planning meetings and site visits.
 ● Kingswood Children’s Centre
 ● Kingswood Library
 ● Siston Parish Council
 ● Holy Trinity Church - Reverend Beverley Charles
 ● Kingswood Heritage Group
 ● PSCO Police Beat Team
 ● Freedom Church
 ● TCV
 ● Be Empowered Farm Futures
 ● Over 50s Forum
 ● CVS South Glos
 ● Creative Youth Network
 ● Access West
 ● South Gloucestershire Disability Action Group
 ● Kingswood Bowls Club
 ● Connecting Kingswood
 ● Southern Brookes Community Partnership
 ● Kingswood Shopping Centre Manager
 ● Park Community Centre
 ● Made Forever Community Centre
 ● Job Centre Plus
 ● Bristol City Council Parks Commercial Opportunities
 ● Kingswood Business Association
 ● Our Lady of Lourdes School Kingswood
 ● Park School Kingswood
 ● Digitech School
 ● DHI– Drug & Alcohol Abuse Service
 ● Hanham Health Centre
 ● Warmley Park School
 ● Courtney Road Primary School
 ● Kingswood Museum
 ● Playaway Preschool
 ● Breakthrough
 ● Mark Luck – Kingswood Snr Design & Planning Officer (SGC)
 ● James Cook – Strategic Planning Advisor (SGC)
 ● Rebecca Loaring - Specialist Health improvement CYP Mental & Emotional Wellbeing (SGC)
 ● Alison Caitlin - Arts Officer (SGC)
 ● Jane Marley (Heritage Officer) - SGC
 ● Alison Finn – Active in Life (SGC)
 ● Brian Gardner - Team Leader Healthy Lifestyles (SGC)
 ● Streetcare Grounds Operations
 ● Jane Gulliver - Setting Support Officer Children, Adults and Health (SGC)
 ● Ian Gethin - Planning Conservation Officer (SGC)
 ● Bernice Britton - Apprentice placement officer (SGC)
 ● Dee Moxon - Arts Enlarged
 ● Alison Richards - Street Cleansing Co-ordinator (SGC)
 ● Helena Craig – Black2Nature

A table with a summary of the feedback from each of these meetings can be found in 
Appendix 16. Analysis of feedback gathered in the meetings confirmed the needs that 
were identified through the Priority Neighbourhood profile, park catchment profile and 
health profiles and economic / long-term maintenance needs (as described in section 3 and 
summarised in section 6). In addition to these meetings there was email correspondence and 
telephone discussions with a range of other organisations and individuals.

The consultation meetings revealed strong support amongst professionals and the local 
community for the restoration and enhancement of the park, and for events and activities that 
will encourage greater public enjoyment and appreciation of its heritage.  
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They also demonstrated a high degree of need and support for wellbeing activities as well as 
enthusiasm amongst the community and beneficiary groups for future involvement in activities 
and events and to take part in volunteering opportunities.

The needs identified through the consultation meetings contributed to the list of local 
community needs summarised in section 6. During the meetings, discussions also considered 
who were the audience for the park and its heritage, and who were the potential target 
beneficiaries. This information also contributed to the development of the outline audience 
profile presented in section 7 below.

During the meetings a wide range of ideas for events, learning, wellbeing and participation 
activities were discussed that would help meet the needs of this audience. However, 
before drawing up proposals for activities and events it was necessary to develop a better 
understanding of the audience by considering the results of the 2015 and 2019 questionnaire 
surveys, and surveys carried out in 2020/21 in response to the Covid-19 Pandemic; these are 
discussed in section 5.7.

5.6 FEEDBACK GATHERED AT THE CONSULTATION GAZEBO

On 21 August 2019, park users had the opportunity to visit the consultation gazebo to give 
their views on priorities and ideas for improving the park using post-it notes, placed on a plan 
of the park.

Comments were as follows:

 ● Build a tree house / fun house
 ● Tea hut / kiosk
 ● Plant lots of flowers
 ● Clean the toilets
 ● Uneven bars for gymnastics
 ● Hiding house / tree house
 ● Rounders pitch
 ● Slide
 ● Big slide
 ● Cricket pitch
 ● Bowling for all
 ● Drinking fountain
 ● More tyre swings in the play area
 ● Zip wire
 ● Nice plants
 ● Better teen shelter
 ● Water splash pad or paddling pool
 ● Provide a zip wire
 ● Trampoline
 ● Improve the play area / equipment
 ● Table tennis table
 ● Climbing wall  Post-it note consultation display 
 ● Improve basketball area – 21 August 2019
 ● More picnic benches / places to sit
 ● Bigger play area
 ● Improve the play area – needs updating
 ● Sort the toilets out
 ● Make play area bigger
 ● Somewhere to get drink / refreshments
 ● Better play park please
 ● Toilets need a blinking good upgrade
 ● Gymnastics equipment in play area
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The feedback reveals that the main priorities / needs identified were to improve the play 
area, upgrade the toilets, provide a refreshment outlet and increase provision for sports. 
There was also support for more seating and picnic tables and enhancing the landscape with 
more planting.

5.7 ANALYSIS OF RESULTS FROM QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEYS

A total of four Kingswood Park surveys have been undertaken between 2015 and 2020 
(2015 Masterplan Survey, 2019 Questionnaire Survey, 2019 Young Person’s Survey and 
2020 Kingswood Park Covid 19 Survey) to help develop our proposals. In addition, a further 
two South Gloucestershire wide surveys have informed our analysis during the pandemic 
(2020 Viewpoint Greenspaces in Lockdown Survey and 2020 South Gloucestershire Green 
Spaces Pre-Engagement Survey). A 2020 Connecting Kingswood Survey has provided 
further information on wider community priorities and needs during the pandemic, revealing 
that social isolation and not feeling part of the community is a particular issue for some. We 
have also monitored public use of South Gloucestershire green spaces and Kingswood Park 
through Google Mobility Reports & automated counter information.

The findings from the various surveys and counter information are described and analysed 
below, in chronological order:

5.7.1 2015 MASTERPLAN SURVEY

As described in section 5.2 the purpose of this survey was to help decide what potential 
improvements to the park would have the support of the local community and should be 
included in a masterplan for the park. The survey form included a plan of the park which 
divided it into a garden zone, play and fitness zone, nature zone and ‘other’. It then listed a 
series of project ideas under each zone and asked whether people thought it was a good 
idea – answering yes or no.

The Consultation Report September 2015 is included in Appendix 12 along with Consultation 
Report 2015 – Supplementary Information. The main consultation report includes ‘break 
percentages’; where each option is considered in relation to the votes cast for all options in 
the question. The supplementary report also

includes ‘analysis percentages’; where each option is given a percentage based on the yes / 
no votes given to each question.

Key findings from the survey were as follows:

 ● 80% of those who completed the survey said that they would increase their use of the 
park if the proposals were implemented

 ● A large majority of respondents (92%) rated their satisfaction with the park as it is now as 
either very good, good or ‘it’s alright’

 ● Most respondents use the park on a weekly basis (44%)

Garden zone

 ● Restoring the Rose Arch (89%) and More Benches (89%) were the two options that 
received the most support

 ● There was also support for better planting and redesign floral circle (both 70% in favour) 
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Play and fitness zone

 ● Refurbishing the Play Equipment (90%) and Play Equipment for Older Children (91%) were 
the two options which gleaned the most support

 ● There was also support for an Area for Young People (87%), Replace Goal Posts 
(84%), Refurbish Basketball Net (84%) and a Central Dog-Free Area (81%) on analysis 
percentages. The options that received the most negative votes on break percentages 
were Central Dog Free Area with 22% and Replace Goal Posts with 19%

Nature Zone

 ● Tree Trail (label the trees) received the largest amount of support with 93% saying yes

 ● Other proposals received significant support including Nature Trail (88%), Create a 
Meadow (79%), Bulb Planting (80%) and Woodland Walk (81%), Native Hedge (72%) and 
More Trees 66%

 ● Native Hedge and More Trees also received the highest negative score on break 
percentages with 16% and 20% of no votes

Other proposals

 ● Improvements to the Toilets (95%) and having Refreshments / café (88%) were the top two 
most supported ‘other’ proposals

 ● Additional proposals that received significant support were Kingswood Heritage Trail 
(84%), Improve Paths & Access (76%) and Refurbish Edward Road gates & Pillars (69%)

 ● Using the break percentages the negative ratings show comparatively high disagreement 
with the proposals for Murals on Park Buildings (24%), Refurbish Edward Rd (19%) and 
Sculptures (18%)

The 2015 Consultation Report includes a detailed breakdown of the responses and 
comments that were left against each of the four questions and the general ‘do you have any 
other comments’ question. Analysis of the comments revealed the following:

 ● The issue raised most frequently is vandalism, drinking and anti-social behaviour, making 
the park feel unsafe

 ● Improving the play equipment and varying it for different age groups received the next 
largest number of comments

 ● The addition of refreshments or a café received strong support

 ● Improving the toilets also received strong support

 ● A number of comments related to the behaviour of dogs, dog litter or general litter

The 2015 Consultation Report included a ‘wordle’ or ‘word cloud’ which is a different way of 
representing the comments and views of respondents. It takes all the text used by those who 
completed the survey and presents it in a creative way that highlights and enlarges the words 
and phrases used most often.
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The wordle created using text from survey respondents is shown below:

 2015 Kingswood Park consultation ‘wordle’

There are a small number of positive words highlighted such as lovely and green, but also 
a number of negative words such as vandalising, drinking, drugs, litter, and stop. These are 
balanced by several hopeful and future looking words such as better, encourage, become, 
improved and ideas.

In summary, the 2015 survey clearly demonstrates that there is strong community support for 
the following:

 ● Tackle anti-social behavior
 ● Upgrade and improve the play area and facilities for older children
 ● Refurbish the toilets
 ● Enhance landscape and biodiversity
 ● Provide a refreshment facility
 ● Improve access, paths and park infrastructure and provide more benches
 ● Improve sport facilities (basketball, table tennis and goal posts)
 ● Provide a tree trail and Kingswood heritage trail

5.7.2 2019 QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY

The purpose of the questionnaire survey was to find out more information about the audience 
for the park and their ideas for activities and events. A young person’s survey was also 
created which ran alongside the main survey, results of this are described in section 5.7.3 
below.

There was a total of 448 responses to the survey, 264 paper responses and 184 online 
responses were completed. The survey results are included in the report - Kingswood Park 
National Lottery Heritage Bid Consultation Output Report South Gloucestershire Council 
October 2019 in Appendix 18.

How often do people visit?

 ● 62% of respondents to the survey visit or use Kingswood Park once or a few times a 
month. 15% use the park once a week or more often. 13% of respondents use the park a 
few times a year and 11% said that they never use the park.
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What activities do people do in the park?

 ● Over three quarters (78%) indicated they use Kingswood Park to get some fresh air. Over 
half of respondents (58%) indicated they use the children’s play area. 46% of respondents 
use the park to walk or walk the dog and 41% said they visit with friends / family with 
the same percentage saying they attend community events in the park. 38% eat lunch / 
picnic in the park, 34% enjoy wildlife and 25% use the public toilets.

 ● For physical activities 11% use the sport facilities, 9% cycle / ride a bike and 8% run / jog 
in the park. In addition, 6% said they had visited the park on an organised educational / 
school visit.

Other reasons given by people for visiting the park were:

 ● To enjoy the open space playing with my great grandchildren
 ● Evening walk
 ● Enjoy the park as a historic venue
 ● Attended monthly Sunday in the Park
 ● Walk with the baby
 ● Weekly buggy fit class
 ● Walk through to get to where I am going
 ● Walk and enjoy the lovely flower beds
 ● Buggy fit
 ● For fun time
 ● Use public toilets - no they are disgusting
 ● I very often walk through to get to High Street, I like to admire the flower beds
 ● Assistance with planting, littering picking, events etc.
 ● Pleasant way to walk to Sainsbury's
 ● Photography
 ● Occasional once in last 2 years
 ● Visiting Pokemon Go location with my children
 ● When great grandchildren visit
 ● Armed Forces Days etc
 ● Just to let grand children have space to run and be a child
 ● Volunteering in the park
 ● Attending an organised "park your memories" event, Spring 2019
 ● Police patrol
 ● Help run Sunday in the Park with Freedom church
 ● I was on a stand at a fun day representing Healthwatch
 ● Church in the park
 ● Sunbathe!
 ● Sunday in the Park

29 other reasons were given, seven comments were made that they use the park for walking 
and exercise type activities, seven comments were made that they use the park for events 
and community activities and three comments were made that they use the park to play with 
their children or grandchildren

Barriers – what prevents people from visiting the park or visiting more often?

The largest number of respondents (49% nearly half) said that they were prevented from 
visiting Kingswood Park more often by the lack of facilities. A quarter of respondents (25%) 
had safety concerns or concerns surrounding anti-social behaviour.

Other barriers included: lack of parking (24%), quality / maintenance of the facilities (23%), lack 
of activities (22%) and disabled access (3%).

A small percentage of respondents considered the cost of getting there (1%) and difficulty of 
accessing public transport (2%) as barriers to visiting the park.
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A total of 53 other comments were made for reasons that prevented them from visiting 
Kingswood Park. The most common themes were:

 ● poor facilities and equipment for children (eight comments)
 ● toilets being in poor condition (six comments)
 ● no interest in the park (four comments)
 ● don’t have any free time to visit the park (three comments)
 ● insufficient parking (three comments)
 ● safety concerns (two comments)
 ● worried about dogs in the park (two comments)
 ● that they were elderly or could not access the park (two comments)

Which events or activities would improve people’s enjoyment of the park or make them 
visit more?

 ● The most popular events and activities were ‘more live music / celebration events for all 
the community’ (62%) and ‘organised activities for children / families / people of all ages 
and abilities’ (62%)

 ● 56% would like there to be wildlife / environmental themed heritage activities including 
family nature days, wild play sessions, outdoor seasonal events and wildlife surveys.

 ● 50% of survey respondents would like to see celebration events (e.g. religious and 
cultural days / armed forces days / public holidays’)

 ● 46% would like health and wellbeing and exercise activities

 ● 42% would like to see local history and park heritage, stories of the park and its role in 
the Kingswood community

 ● The activities that received lower levels of support were helping design new park 
art works, and art and craft based activities (26%), opportunities to learn practical 
conservation tasks and horticultural skills (25%), more sporting activities (22%), producing 
new Kingswood Park leaflets, information panels and website information (18%), guided 
walks and talks (17%), and educational / school visits (16%)

What other activities or events would people like to see in Kingswood park?

185 open ended comments were left against this question.

 ● The largest mentioned theme was that they would like to see a café or refreshments 
facility (54 comments)

 ● The play area should be improved, and facilities updated for all children of all ages (52 
comments)

 ● The toilets need improving (20 comments)

 ● More sports clubs and facilities for sports (11 comments)

 ● More activities involving nature and wildlife (11 comments)

 ● Would like a swimming or splash pool (10 comments)

 ● More benches or seating areas are needed (9 comments)

 ● There were also comments made about a possible skate park (8), making the park bigger 
(8), better control of dogs (8), live music events (5), improve parking (5), pond / lake (4), 
better disabled access (4), info / community board (4), craft / farmers market (3), zip wire 
(3), improve security CCTV (3), improve pathways (3), and walking / running groups (3)
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The future of the public toilets?

 ● The largest number of respondents to the survey (43%) indicated that they think the toilet 
facility should be kept in its current location and updated. 30% of respondents felt that 
the toilet facility should be relocated in the park. 20% had no preference. Only 7% felt that 
the existing toilets are fit for purpose.

Proposals for a new refreshments facility or café. To what extent did people agree that 
this would benefit the community?

 ● In total, 88% of respondents agreed that a refreshment facility or café would benefit the 
community and of these 68% strongly agreed.

 ● Only 6% of respondents disagreed it would benefit the community and 5% were not sure.

 ● 99% of respondents would use the refreshment facility / café in the summer, slightly less 
(88%) would use the facility in spring, 78% would use the facility in autumn and over half 
(59%) would use the facility in winter.

Are people interested in volunteering?

 ● 62% of respondents to the survey were not interested in volunteering.

For those who indicated that they would like to volunteer:

 ● 19% said they would like to volunteer with nature and wildlife conservation.
 ● 15% would like to join the friends of Kingswood Park.
 ● 13% would like to be a gardener or volunteer by helping to grow plants for the park.
 ● 11% would like to organise activities and events for the community.
 ● 6% were interested in litter picking or repairs.
 ● 6% would like to research local history.

A total of 29 other comments were made regarding ‘other’ activities. These were mostly 
reasons as to why they were unable to volunteer or stating that they are already volunteering. 
One comment was made about creating community artwork and games and one comment 
was made about extending the bowls club.

Summary of key survey finding

Useful information from the survey to inform the development of the NLHF bid is:

 ● The most popular activities in the park are to get some fresh air, use the children’s play 
area and walk or walk the dog

 ● The most significant barriers to visiting the park or using it more are a lack of facilities, 
safety concerns or concerns surrounding anti-social behaviour, lack of parking, the quality 
of facilities and lack of activities

 ● The most popular events and activities that would make people visit more are more live 
music / celebration events for all the community and organised activities for children / 
families / people of all ages and abilities

 ● There is overwhelming public support to refurbish the toilets

 ● The community strongly support a café / refreshment facility

 ● A significant proportion of people are interested in volunteering 
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5.7.3 2019 YOUNG PERSON’S SURVEY

A young person’s survey was created and ran alongside the main survey described in section 
5.7.2 above. There was a total of 34 responses to the survey. Given the relatively low number 
of responses the results have to be viewed with some caution, however the views obtained 
still provide a useful indicator of opinion among young people.

How often do you use Kingswood Park?

 ● 44% of young people use the park once a week or more often, 18% use it once / a few 
times a month. 29% a few times a year and 9% never use it.

What activities do young people do in the park?

 ● 88% of young people said they use the park to get some fresh air and 68% young people 
use the children’s play area. 59% visit with friends and family. 56% enjoy nature and 
wildlife. 50% use the park for relaxation, 38% to play sport or games and 35% to eat lunch 
/ picnic

 ● 32% of respondents use the park to walk or walk the dog and 32% have visited on an 
educational / school visit. 24% use the public toilets and 24% have attended community 
events

 ● For physical activities 18% use the sport facilities, 27% cycle / ride a bike and 27% run / 
jog in the park.

Would you agree or disagree?

 ● 53% of young people agreed that ‘everything in the park is clean / there is no litter’ whilst 
29% disagreed

 ● 56% of young people also agreed that ‘nothing is broken or damaged’ whilst 18% 
disagreed

 ● Only 12% of young people agreed with ‘I’m happy to use the toilets’ 59% disagreed with 
this

 ● 73% of young people agreed that ‘there is a choice of things to do’ whilst 12% disagreed

Which of the following things would make the park a better place for young people?

 ● 62% indicated that activities for children and families would make Kingswood park better 
for them

 ● 59% would like live music

 ● 53% would like to help design park art works, and art and craft activities

 ● 53% would like celebration events e.g. religious and cultural days / armed forces days / 
public holidays.

 ● 53% would like to learn gardening skills and how to look after wildlife, nature days or 
wildlife spotting

 ● 26% said they would like history and stories of the park

 ● 15% said they would like guided walks and talks
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Is there anything which stops you from visiting Kingswood Park / visiting more often?

Only 16 of the young people answered this question, of those:

 ● 56% are prevented from visiting the park / visiting more often because the park is too far 
away, or they use a closer park

 ● 31% indicated that they don’t feel safe there

 ● 25% said there is nothing fun to do there

Other reasons given by the young people for not visiting more often were (nine comments 
made):

 ● Boring innit
 ● Scary children on bikes travelling in parks
 ● I don't have the time to go there
 ● The toilets are dirty
 ● Four comments indicated that there is not a reason that prevents from using the park
 ● One comment was that they would not use park at night

What other activities or improvements would you like to see in Kingswood Park?

A total of 26 comments were made in response to this question. Themes and number of 
comments were as per below:

Theme Number of 
comments

Play facilities for older children 11

Football pitches / goalposts 6

Café 6

Zip line 3

Race track 3

Mini golf 3

Shade / shelter 3

Volleyball 3

Toilets improved 3

Tennis / table tennis 2

Sports facilities 2

Benches 2

Splash pool 1

Better play facilities for older children was the most common theme.

If a refreshments facility / café were provided, what times of year would you be most 
likely to use it, if at all?

 ● 57% of young people said they were likely to use the café in spring.
 ● 79% of young people said they were likely to use the café in summer.
 ● 45% of young people said they were likely to use the café in autumn
 ● 40% of young people said they were likely to use the café in winter
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Summary of key survey finding

Useful information from the survey to inform the development of the NLHF bid is:

 ● Interestingly the most popular activities are the same for young people as the main 
survey - to get some fresh air and use the children’s play area

 ● The most significant barrier to visiting the park is it is too far away, however a significant 
proportion (31%) say they don’t feel safe there which is higher than the concern about 
anti-social behaviour (25%) in the main survey

 ● The most popular activities for young people to increase their use of the park was the 
same as the respondents in the main survey - more activities for children and families and 
live music

 ● Better play facilities for older children was the most supported improvement to the park

 ● Young people support a refreshment facility / café and would use it

5.7.4 2020 VIEWPOINT GREENSPACES IN LOCKDOWN SURVEY

To help ensure the delivery of high-quality services the Council maintains a ‘Viewpoint Panel’ 
consisting of 2,293 local residents. Members of the panel are consulted on a regular basis 
on key topics that will impact local communities and are given the opportunity to take part in 
around 4 surveys a year. In June 2020 members of the panel were asked for feedback on 
their use of green spaces, including how it had changed during the lockdown. 871 surveys 
were returned, giving a response rate of 38%. A copy of the Viewpoint survey findings is 
contained in Appendix 19.

The results of the survey apply across South Gloucestershire, and are not specific to 
Kingswood Park.

Main reasons for visiting green spaces

The main reasons to visit green spaces were the same before and after lockdown, to enjoy 
natural scenery and wildlife (+1%), relax and enjoy peace and quiet (+4%) and to exercise 
(+1%). There were slight increases during lockdown in these reasons for visiting, as shown 
in brackets. Unsurprisingly there were big declines is other reasons to visit – children’s play 
areas (-22%), play sports (-9%), café visits (-14%), picnics (-6%), attending events (-18%) as many 
of these were closed. Spending time with families and friends (-20%) also declined due to 
coronavirus regulations.

When asked to explain any other reasons why a respondent may have visited green spaces, 
the most frequent response was not actually related to visiting green space at all. The most 
frequent comment made was that respondents couldn’t visit due to ill health, vulnerability or 
shielding.

How often did you visit green spaces before lockdown?

Almost all respondents visited a green space at least weekly before lockdown (85% at least 
weekly).

Over 65’s

Slightly less likely than average to use a green space at least weekly (82% compared to an 
average of 85%), but still a high proportion of use
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Retired people

Slightly less likely than average to use a green space at least weekly (81% compared to an 
average of 85%), but still a high proportion of use

Health

People who describe themselves as long term sick were significantly less likely to use green 
spaces than people with all other employment statuses (23% weekly use). These people are 
more likely to use a green space yearly (55%) rather than never (6%)

Disabled people were significantly less likely to visit green spaces at least weekly than non-
disabled people (76% of disabled people visiting weekly vs 86% non-disabled)

Ethnicity

People from a BAME background were significantly less likely to visit green spaces at least 
weekly than people from a White British background (55% compared to 86%)

Since the start of lockdown, have you been using green spaces more or less than before?

48% of respondents have used green spaces more since lockdown, and 28% having used 
green spaces less.

Age

People aged 16-44 significantly more likely to have used green spaces more (64%), compared 
to people aged 45 to 64 (40%) and people aged 65+ (19%)

Priority Neighbourhoods

Respondents living in priority neighbourhood areas were significantly more likely to use 
green spaces less (47% respondents living in PN areas, compared to 25% rest of district)

Housing

People whose housing does not have access to an outdoor space were significantly more 
likely to use green spaces more (96% no outdoor space vs 45% with outdoor space)

Health

Disabled people were significantly more likely to visit green spaces less when compared to 
non-disabled people (51% disabled people using green spaces more vs 25% non-disabled)

What are the main reasons you are visiting green spaces MORE often than before 
lockdown?

Exercise and playing sport were the most frequent reason to have used green spaces more 
(151 comments, 28%), with the benefits for mental and physical health noted by numerous 
respondents.

The majority of comments made were relating to reasons for using green spaces more rather 
than less often. By far the most frequent reason given was to take exercise, whether than be 
to replace a session at the gym or to play sport (151 comments).

Enjoying the scenery, nature and the fresh air was the next most frequent reasons given (65 
comments) with a substantial number of people also noting how beneficial the use of green 
spaces is for mental health (33 comments), as well as how green spaces helped people get 
out of the house and have a break (60 comments).
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Increased usage seems to have been driven by the opportunities for social interaction as 
well, with 55 respondents noting that open spaces are good social distancing locations and 
14 people specifically stating that they visited for social opportunities.

Three parents commented that green spaces had provided good home-schooling learning 
opportunities.

What are the main reasons you are visiting green spaces LESS often than before 
lockdown?

Self-isolation / shielding was the most frequent reason to have used green spaces less 
(43 comments, 8%), with the desire to adhere to lockdown rules and problems of ill health 
mentioned by several respondents.

Where respondents said they had used green spaces less, most of the time it was for 
logistical or Covid lockdown-related reasons.

The most frequent reason was that the respondent had been self-isolating or shielding (43 
comments), meaning that they had been mostly or entirely house-bound and had not visited 
any locations, including green spaces.

The next most frequent theme mentioned was avoidance of green spaces due to adherence 
to lockdown rules, with a sentiment that it was better to avoid open spaces altogether in 
order to hasten the national control of the virus (18 comments).

Several respondents had been unable to visit due to emerging issues of ill health (17 
mentions), some but not all of which were Covid-related, and age (14 mentions).

Other reasons for visiting less included choosing to use a private garden instead (14 
comments) and not feeling safe in open spaces (13 comments).

Do you think any changes to your use of green spaces will continue after the Covid-19 
emergency?

47% of respondents think their use change will continue, and 53% do not think it will continue

Current levels of green space use

Of the respondents who think their use change will continue, the majority (65%) are currently 
using green spaces more

Green space use before Covid

Of the respondents who think their use change will continue, 83% were using green spaces 
at least weekly before Covid

How much more or less do you value green spaces now compared to before lockdown?

The majority of respondents (60%) value green spaces more now compared to before 
lockdown, and virtually no one values green spaces less (1%).

Younger people

Younger people are significantly less likely to value green spaces more compared to people 
aged 65+ (56% vs 70%)
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Housing

People in socially rented housing are significantly more likely to value green spaces more 
now vs people who own their own home (85% vs 61%)

There was no statistically significant difference in perception of value seen between those 
who do and don’t have access to outdoor space at home

Health

People who describe themselves as long term sick were less likely to value green spaces 
more, when compared to some other employment statuses (28% long term sick vs 71% 
employed part-time and 71% retired)

Please use the space below to leave any further comments on the value of green spaces 
to you during lockdown

Most of the comments made in response to this final question were simply expressing 
appreciation for green spaces (92 comments, 46%).

This appreciation was for a range of reasons including the mental and physical benefits of 
being able to get outside into the fresh air (44 comments) and the opportunity to experience 
nature and wildlife (14 comments).

It’s notable that there was a real mix of use experiences, from people who had only recently 
discovered the green spaces in their local area right through to people who had counted 
them as a lifeline for many years.

Summary of key survey finding

Useful information from the survey to inform the development of the NLHF bid is:

 ● More people (48%) have used green spaces more since lockdown, however 28% have 
used green spaces less. Activities and events that promote the continued use of green 
spaces post lockdown are required

 ● The main reasons to visit green spaces were the same before and after lockdown, to 
enjoy natural scenery and wildlife, relax and enjoy peace and quiet and to exercise

 ● People with disabilities, poor health and people from BAME backgrounds were 
significantly less likely to visit a green space, so initiatives to encourage greater access 
amongst these groups are required

 ● People in priority neighbourhoods and people with no access to private gardens 
increased their use of green spaces more than other communities. Initiatives to continue 
increased access amongst these groups are required

5.7.5 2020 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE GREEN SPACES PRE-ENGAGEMENT SURVEY

Between 16th October and 30th November 2020, a survey was carried out to seek views and 
gather opinions from groups, organisations and the community on the preparation of South 
Gloucestershire Council’s new Greener Spaces Strategy (see section 4.13).

Online and paper survey were sent out to stakeholders and the wider community. 
Consultation information was sent to Town and Parish Councils, South Gloucestershire 
councillors and local voluntary and community organisations. Notifications were also sent 
to a range of other stakeholders and interested parties. All libraries and One-Stop Shops 
were also notified of the consultation details and asked to cascade the information to any 
interested parties. A copy of the survey findings is included in Appendix 20.
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There was a total of 513 responses to the survey and the key findings were as follows:

There was an increase in the number of respondents who visited green spaces daily before 
the Covid-19 emergency and now at the time of the survey being carried out (autumn 2020) 
from 34% to 47%.

 ● The top three reasons that respondents had increased their visits to green space were 
that they feel they now have more time for getting outdoors due to either working from 
home, working less or being furloughed. That they were making an effort to get more 
exercise to improve their overall health and that they appreciate open spaces and nature 
more now than they did before.

 ● The top five reasons listed for visiting green spaces were to enjoy natural scenery and 
wildlife (92% before, 89% now), to exercise (84% before, 90% now) and to relax and enjoy 
peace and quiet in nature (91% before, 88% now)

 ● Overall, the largest number of respondents (over half 52%) indicated that they value 
green spaces much more now than compared to before March 2020.

 ● The top three reasons for valuing green space more now than before the Covid-19 
outbreak were that green spaces offer a calming and relaxing environment and is 
beneficial to their mental health. That accessing green spaces is beneficial for physical 
health and exercise and that they are happy to enjoy local areas more now and enjoy 
exploring their local area.

 ● Overall, the largest number of respondents (nearly three quarters 72%) did not feel 
that they face any barriers to accessing or using green space, 28% felt that they did. 
Respondents who indicated that they have a physical impairment were much more 
likely to feel that they face barriers accessing green spaces (69% indicated yes) All 
respondents who indicated that they have a sensory impairment indicated yes and 62% 
of respondents who have a long-standing illness or condition also indicated that they feel 
they face barriers in accessing green space.

 ● The top three barriers to accessing or using green space were: Pavements and pathways 
not being maintained well enough to access green space and parks, too many houses 
being built, land development that takes away green space and too many people now 
using green spaces due to Covid- 19.

 ● The most frequently mentioned priority by respondents was to keep open spaces and 
parks clean of litter, fly tipping and dog mess. The second most frequently mentioned 
priority was to preserve natural habitats and wildlife areas and the third frequently 
mentioned priority was to protect and maintain current green space to a higher standard.

 ● The majority of respondents (67%) indicated that they are not involved in any volunteering 
groups. 33% of respondents were involved.

 ● The top three ways in which the council can improve support for green space volunteers 
and groups were that the council could provide better promotion of groups and what 
they do through communications such as social media, newsletters and emails. That 
groups need greater funding or support to apply for grants and that the council could 
help by stopping selling off and developing green space.

 ● The majority of respondents (62%) were interested in getting involved with green space 
groups in the future. 38% indicated that this would not interest them.

 ● The top three ways which the council could improve the information about green spaces 
were through good communication via social media, newsletters and emails. That they 
feel they do not have enough time or have too many other commitments to get involved 
and that organising local events to publicise these groups would encourage them to get 
involved.
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Summary of key survey finding

Useful information from the survey to inform the development of the NLHF bid is:

 ● Initiatives that help to maintain the increased use of green spaces for health and 
wellbeing should be included

 ● Physical and other barriers to people accessing green spaces should be reduced

 ● There should be opportunities for people to get involved in volunteering

5.7.6 2020 CONNECTING KINGSWOOD SURVEY

In December 2020 Connecting Kingswood partnership carried out a large-scale community 
engagement exercise to hear the voices of local people and enable them to express their 
views on issues affecting their lives in Kingswood. The engagement involved an online and 
paper-based survey, plus conversations with groups, businesses and individuals, and it was 
promoted widely throughout the summer of 2020, gathering 460 responses. The Connecting 
Kingswood partnership is a multi-agency group of local businesses, Councillors, charities and 
South Gloucestershire Council that are working on behalf of the Kingswood community to 
contribute to the planning and delivery of services in the local area. A copy of the full survey 
findings is included in Appendix 21.

Selected findings from the survey that are relevant to identifying local community needs and 
priorities for the Kingswood Park Project are as follows

Do you feel part of the community in Kingswood?

Over one third said that they do not feel part of the community of Kingswood and, more 
than half sometimes don’t. Of those who stated that they do not feel part of the community, 
32% also commented in later survey questions that they would like more social contact 
and frequently feel isolated. This level of isolation may have been enhanced during the 
pandemic, when isolation was often advised and/or required. This may particularly affect 
people answering ‘sometimes’. It is clear that projects that help to reduce social isolation and 
promote community cohesion should be included in the Kingswood Park Project.

What do you like or dislike about living in Kingswood?

Park and open spaces, especially Kingswood Park were part of the key ‘likes’ expressed. 
Anti-social behavior, litter and graffiti, crime and community safety and loss of community sprit 
were among the ‘dislikes’.

There was a difference of opinion on the sense of community felt in Kingswood, with some 
noting it as a place where they feel connected and at home, and others expressing the idea 
that the sense of cohesion has been lost, some calling for more events such as fairs, carnivals 
and parades to help to unite people. It is clear that community events and activities organised 
as part of the Kingswood Park Project can help to reduce social isolation and restore 
community spirit.

What are the most important issues affecting Kingswood today?

The most significant issue for people in Kingswood was crime and community safety. The 
natural environment/green spaces and the local economy were seen as almost equally 
as important. The most frequently raised “other” issue that people saw was the need for 
regeneration, investment and care in the High Street. The Kingswood Park Project will 
complement the initiative to regenerate the Town Centre (see section 3.5) and help address 
some of these issues.
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What new local activities for adults would you like to see?

Ideas for new activities in Kingswood, presented as a word-cloud (below), underlines the 
emphasis respondents placed on social activities with other people, rather than individual 
activities and the comments show that cultural activities, socialising and outdoor activities 
are very much in people’s minds, and should be included in the regeneration plans for 
Kingswood Town Centre and its park.

Do you feel there are enough local groups and activities for young people?

Very few (8%) thought there were enough activities for young people whilst 42% said no and 
50% didn’t know. There were a wide range of ideas for activities and these are presented 
in the word cloud below. This survey findings provide supporting evidence for the need 
for many of the activities included in our Outline Activities Plan SD6b that are focussed on 
children and young people.
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How would you rate local jobs and training opportunities?

Of those who stated that they were unemployed (24 people), local jobs and training 
opportunities were rated as “poor” by 13, and “average” by 5. Another five people 
commented they did not know, and only one person rated jobs and training opportunities as 
“good”.

Work and qualifications are seen as important, but also learning for interest, health and 
wellbeing or practical skills is equally important to people. More information on volunteering 
in the community was also suggested.

What do you think affects people’s physical and mental health most negatively?

Money, substance abuse, then employment and crime are seen as the most negative 
influences on health. Some people added other comments and suggestions of issues 
that can be a negative impact in peoples’ lives, including loneliness, isolation, anti-social 
behaviour, mental health conditions, the stress of being a carer, relationships, poor education, 
work stresses and job insecurity. Social and economic factors are seen to have the biggest 
negative impacts on health.

Parks and open space are seen to have as positive an impact on health as health services. 
Again, social factors are important with community support and interests/hobbies near to 
60%. Some other suggestions of positive contributors to peoples’ lives included having 
a secure and fulfilling job, having connection with other people, being self-motivated and 
having positive self-esteem.

Social Life in Kingswood

Only half of the people responding said that they had as much social contact as they need. 
This is quite concerning but could be seriously affected by the current situation with Covid-19.

Crime and Community Safety

Anti-social behaviour has three times and drug misuse generated twice the level of concern 
as other crime and safety issues. Additional comments were made around specific anti-social 
behaviours such as littering, vandalism and graffiti, as well as many community safety issues 
such as burglary and fear of assault and violent crime.

Have you connected with any of these local networks or organisations in the last two 
years?

Only Friends of Kingswood Park had over one third of people connected to them whereas 
other named groups/fora had much lower engagement. The survey does though indicate 
a high level of desire for engagement, civic action and volunteering. This is a very positive 
indication of the potential to develop groups and activities as well as to involve people in the 
regeneration of Kingswood.

Summary of key survey finding

Useful information from the survey to inform the development of the NLHF bid is:

 ● Initiatives to reduce social isolation and improve community spirit should be a priority, 
including more community events and activities. Following the pandemic, social activities 
with other people, rather than individual activities should be the focus

 ● Initiatives that contribute to reducing anti-social behavior, litter and graffiti, and improving 
community safety are to be welcomed

 ● Regeneration of the park will compliment initiatives to regenerate the High Street and 
Town Centre and has the support of the community
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 ● More activities for young people are required

 ● Skills and learning activities are required

5.7.7 2020 KINGSWOOD PARK COVID-19 SURVEY

A survey was carried out between 20th October and 31st December 2020 to gather more 
specific data on how people used and valued Kingswood Park during the Covid 19 lockdown 
and social distancing regulations. There was a total of 155 online responses to the survey and 
a copy of the survey findings is contained in Appendix 22.

What are your five main reasons for visiting Kingswood Park?

The main reason participants listed for visiting Kingswood Park was to enjoy natural scenery 
and wild life (78%). Slightly less (72%) of respondents indicated that they visit to relax and 
enjoy peace and quiet in nature. 62% of respondents visit to spend time with family and/or 
friends. Half of respondents (50%) visit Kingswood Park to exercise. 43% visit the children’s 
play area. 27% exercise the dog and a quarter (25%) use Kingswood Park to walk or cycle to 
somewhere else. A further 20% indicated that they use the park to take a shortcut. 19% visit 
the park for a picnic. 13% indicated that they visit the park to attend an event and 9% use the 
park to play sport.

Since the start of the Covid period have you been using Kingswood Park more or less 
than before?

Overall, 62% of respondents indicated that they use Kingswood Park more than before the 
start of the Covid period with 38% indicating that they use the Park a lot more than before. 
Only 15% of respondents indicated that they use it less than before.

To what extent would you rate Kingswood Park as important to your wellbeing and 
quality of life?

Overall, 90% of respondents rated Kingswood Park as important to their wellbeing and quality 
of life, with 60% of those rating it as very important. Only 2% indicated that Kingswood Park is 
unimportant to their wellbeing and quality of life.

Please use this space to leave any further comments about how you value Kingswood 
Park

The large majority of comments made about Kingswood park were very positive. 28 
comments were made that the park is essential to their mental health and wellbeing. 26 
comments were made that they felt the park is well maintained and is a pleasure to visit and 
16 comments were made that the park is a great asset to the community.

15 comments were made that the park needs better facilities and updating to include things 
such as a café, toilets, larger play area and sports facilities. 13 comments were made that they 
enjoy using the park for exercise. 7 comments were made that they value the park as they are 
able to safely meet up with friends and family. 5 comments were made that they are able to 
safely socially distance from other people using the park.

4 comments were made that the children’s play area needs updating and 4 comments were 
made that the park needs to be kept cleaner.
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Summary of key survey finding

Useful information from the survey to inform the development of the NLHF bid is:

 ● The main reasons for visiting pre/during the pandemic did not change, however there 
was an increase in community use of the park

 ● The value of the park to the local community was amplified by the pandemic with 90% 
seeing it as important to their wellbeing and quality of life

5.7.8 2021 GOOGLE MOBILITY REPORTS

A report in Horticulture Weekly (14th Jan 2021, Dan Symonds) described Google’s Covid-19 
Community Mobility Reports which at that time had shown that the number of people visiting 
parks in the previous six weeks was down 13% year-on-year. The data was collected from 
mobile phones and uses a median baseline taken from the corresponding period the 
previous year. The Community Mobility Reports also detail park use in each region. While park 
use fell dramatically in many regions South Gloucestershire bucked this trend and park use 
increased by 47%. The Google Mobility Report dated 16th February shows an improvement 
in these figures with a 5% increase in park use UK wide compared to the baseline, however 
South Gloucestershire far exceeded this with a 69% increase (see Appendix 23 for a copy of 
the report).

5.7.9 VISITOR NUMBERS - AUTOMATED COUNTERS

In August 2019 Linetop Automated Counters were installed at the six entrances to the park 
and two entrances to the toilets. These counters are operated and monitored by volunteers 
from the Friends Group. During the period October to December 2020 three entrances to 
the park underwent maintenance work, during which the counters were inoperative. It is 
therefore not possible to rely on visitor data for this period. Chart 1 below shows number of 
visits for an uninterrupted 12-month period (1st Sept 2019 to August 31st 2020). The annual 
number of visits was 259,789 and this forms our baseline for future monitoring work.

Chart 1: Kingswood Park 12 month visitor numbers

Number of visits will 
have been impacted by 
the Covid-19 Pandemic 
and the changing 
regulations, however 
due to the closure of 
the three entrances 
it is not possible to 
compare pre and post 
pandemic figures 
for the whole park. 
Although we collected 
data during the pre-
pandemic period 
September 2019 to February 2020, we cannot reliably compare these to the same period in 
in 2020/21 because three counters were inoperative for three months.

However, the busiest park entrance is located on the High Street and analysis of the data 
from its automated counter does provide a partial indication of whether use of the park 
increased or decreased during the pandemic. Chart 2 below shows that there were more 
visits during Autumn / Winter 2020/21 than 2019/20.
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Chart 2: High Street entrance number of visits pre / post pandemic

The total number 
of visits during Sept 
- Jan 2019/20 was 
35,386 whilst for the 
corresponding period 
in 2020/21 the number 
of visits was 39,217. 
This represents an 
increase in use of 
10.8%. It should be 
noted that the number 
of visits during the 
2020/21 period is 
suppressed by the 
closure of the adjacent primary school during lockdowns, when children / parents were not 
walking to school through the park.

Data on visits to the public toilets on the High Street frontage is available for the period October 
2019 to December 2020. The toilets were closed during the 1st wave of the pandemic (Mid-
March to June), however taking out this period we have data for 12 months between October 
2019 and December 2020 when the toilets were open. There was a total of 17,822 visits. Of 
these 12,745 (71.5%) were to the men’s toilet and 5077 (28.5%) to the ladies. It is interesting that 
the men’s toilets have a much higher number of visits. There may be an equalities issue here 
with the poor condition of the toilets and safety concerns deterring more female users.

5.7.10 SUMMARY OF SURVEY / AUTOMATED COUNTER DATA

Table 1 below summarises the findings of the surveys and information from the automated 
counters during the Covid-19 Pandemic and all suggest an increase in use of green spaces in 
South Gloucestershire, including Kingswood Park.

Table 1: South Gloucestershire Use of Parks and Green Spaces as a result of Covid-19 
Pandemic

Data Source Findings on level of Use During Covid-19 Pandemic

South Gloucestershire Green Spaces 
Pre-Engagement Survey

Increase in the number of daily visits before the Covid-19 
emergency and autumn 2020 from 34% to 47%.

Viewpoint Survey June 2020 
Greenspaces in Lockdown Survey

48% of respondents have used green spaces more since 
lockdown, and 28% having used green spaces less

2020 Kingswood Park  
Covid 19 Survey

62% of respondents use Kingswood Park more than before the 
start of the Covid period. Only 15% of respondents indicated that 
they use it less than before.

Automated Counters  
(High Street entrance only)

10.8% increase in use from High Street entrance
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Useful information from the survey / counter information to inform the development of the 
NLHF bid is:

 ● Green spaces have played a central role in people’s lives during the pandemic in South 
Gloucestershire

 ● Kingswood Park is vital to the wellbeing and life quality of the local community in an area 
that has the lowest percentage of informal recreational space in South Gloucestershire. 
This is reflected in 2020 Kingswood Park Survey where 62% of respondents say they use 
the park more than before the start of the Covid period 90% rated Kingswood Park as 
important to their wellbeing and quality of life

 ● The toilets have a much lower level of use by females compared to males which may 
reflect their poor condition and safety concerns

5.8 LESSONS LEARNT: PAGE PARK NLHF PROJECT

In 2015 South Gloucestershire Council secured delivery phase NLHF Parks for People 
funding for a project to restore Page Park. Details can be found here –  
  https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/page-park-

the-heritage-lottery-project

A summary of the lessons learned, and challenges faced in delivering the Page Park project 
from the perspective of the Friends of Page Park and the project delivery team is set out 
below. This has been used to inform our NLHF bid for Kingswood Park.

5.8.1 FRIENDS OF PAGE PARK – LESSONS LEARNED

Comments provided by Friends of Page Park in January 2020.

 ● A lot of detailed work was done to put together the successful bid to the lottery in the first 
place. Without that nothing would have been possible. The work was based on feedback 
from the community regarding what would be valued. That gave the project some very 
sound foundations. The submission was detailed and well thought through so that when 
it came to implementation the project had a very clear and sound plan to work with. The 
plan was broad and varied including physical restoration, historical interests, children’s’ 
activities, the cafe, physical activities, improved disabled facilities, and community events.

 ● Having a strong Friends group which is involved at all stages is valuable. This enables 
proposals to be questioned and challenged in a constructive way. All sides have been 
listened to and views respected.

 ● The Friends group is able to serve as a bridge between the project and the local 
community. Issues could be quickly addressed with the assurance that the community 
interest would be safeguarded by the input from the Friends group.

 ● Communication is very important and has generally been done well. Communication 
with the community and the Council has been timely. The communication has helped to 
keep the community both aware of developments and supportive of the whole venture. 
A variety of communication methods has been employed – Facebook, twitter, emails, 
notice boards, local press / radio / TV, and face to face at events. All have been effective. 
The communication has been two way with points raised by members of the community 
being taken on board and responded to so as to enable a real sense of involvement

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/page-park-the-heritage-lottery-project
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-and-open-spaces/page-park-the-heritage-lottery-project
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 ● Additional fund raising from the Friends group has enabled more to be delivered and 
what would have been shortfalls to be made up. The Council has also contributed by 
putting in extra funding such as for a new electricity supply which has proved invaluable 
and doing extra work such as the resurfacing of the paths. The initial budget and grants 
from the NLHF and other contributors would have allowed the project to succeed. The 
additional fund raising along the way has allowed the project to do more in ways that 
have made a noticeable difference to park users and so made the level of success really 
outstanding

 ● There has been good team working between the Friends group, the local Councillors, 
and the Council (especially the project staff). This has allowed the most to be made from 
the wide skill set available across the various groups. The feeling of being able to work 
as a team has made everyone involved more motivated to go the extra mile to make the 
project as successful as possible.

 ● The feedback is very positive, reflecting the fact that the project has been a great success, 
and the park has become even more cherished and well used by the local community than 
it was previously. There were some set-backs and challenges along the way. Major events 
had to be cancelled due to bad weather, some improvements suffered from vandalism, 
some aspects ran into cost overruns, there was an attempt to establish a community trust 
which took up time but went nowhere, and tough issues like the clock tower bells having 
to be silenced overnight. The overall sense throughout, though, was of continuing positive 
progress, and this could be seen as the various aspects came to be worked on and 
delivered. This steady realisation of the project plan carried everyone through the setbacks.

 ● It is essential that any project reflects what the community wants and needs and that 
consultations are sensible and correct. The consultation on the siting of the cafe mislead 
many people at the end of the day there was only a couple of logical places for it to go, 
near to electric, drainage etc.

 ● The final Adventure Play Area was not what the majority of our community were 
consulted on, the desired play equipment couldn't be installed as the contractor had 
ceased working due to illness, the site of the play area also changed throughout the 
consultation.

 ● The sum being applied for is enough to complete the whole project.

 ● It is very important to have an Activity Officer full time. In fact I think SGC should employ 
full time Activity Officers within the Community Spaces Dept to draw in the activity 
providers giving use and instruction in our green spaces because we have found that 
encouraging more activities in the park brings in the people, helps to reduce antisocial 
behaviour and vandalism, gives our visitors a sense of belonging, ownership and a 
willingness to help with maintenance and fundraising.

 ● What makes a project like this work is having a good Friends Group in place, a group 
that can help fulfil the agreement you have with the NLHF / BIG Lottery of bringing more 
people to the park, a group that can step up to cover any funding shortfall and a group 
that are hands on to help with the work.

 ● The NLHF project has been incredible, a privilege to be part of and something we would 
not have missed for the world!
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5.8.2 PAGE PARK PROJECT TEAM – LESSONS LEARNED

What worked well

 ● Team – good balance of team skills enabled delivery of project despite challenges faced

 ● Team working – job sharing worked well / brought multiple skills to the project. Everyone 
was willing to support each other whatever their role

 ● The marketing apprentice worked very well and was helpful in raising the profile of the 
project / the park

 ● Working well in partnership with the community / Friends group provides new 
opportunities to secure additional match funding

 ● Friends group becoming a registered charity has opened up new funding opportunities 
to plug the funding shortfall

 ● Good working relationship with NLHF including the flexibility to amend projects / outputs 
when required

 ● Extensive consultation and partner engagement during the development phase helped 
secure wide engagement / support in the project from the start. Relationships continue to 
develop especially with local schools

 ● Café / The Nest – has had tremendous impact as a community hub to increase and 
widen engagement in the park

 ● Prioritising consultation with Friends and wider community and listening to their 
suggestions and concerns for all areas of delivery optimised support, engagement and 
ownership by local community leading to sustained legacy and outputs which have been 
warmly received by local community

 ● Strong partnership with other services, projects and council team led to strong, integrated 
and sustained outcomes eg with Active in Life (physical activity), Police, dog wardens, 
local schools, walking for health etc

 ● Strong partnership with NLHF where in response to new needs, suggestions and 
opportunities identified within the community it was possible to adapt the activity 
programme to optimise reach of the same audience for the same budget leading to more 
sustained and effective outcomes. eg junior parkrun which will continue instead of short 
term activity sessions

 ● Page Park used as a case study for Public Health England regarding children and young 
people’s physical activity

 ● Participant numbers in activities were greater than estimated at development phase

What could we do better

 ● Timescale allowance – capital works took much longer than expected particularly where 
issues arose with contractors so need to make enough allowance when projects are 
complex (e.g. café build)

 ● Some activities need more time (e.g. Oral History)

 ● Shortages in activities budget could be resolved by allowing a contingency

 ● Costs – insufficient budget resulted in challenges to deliver capital works
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 ● Took decision not to ask for an uplift at development phase resulted in pressures on the 
community

 ● Managing expectations on what money was available at times for events as there was a 
perception of an endless budget available?

 ● Paperwork for events over the life of the project increased due to number of people 
attending and the type of stalls at events

 ● Engaging with the 16 -25 age group: Needed to have more activities aimed at this group

Lessons learned

 ● Capital costs were underestimated at both development and delivery round bids

 ● Architect / builder of café both presented big challenges that were time consuming and 
difficult. Option for redevelopment of pavilion at development phase took up a huge 
amount of officer time

 ● Insufficient contingency in the project budget to cover increased cost of materials. 
Resulted in inability to do everything planned

 ● Under-estimated community support – much higher than anticipated / expected

 ● Activities: Underestimated the demand, especially the Oral History Project which was 
popular and could have doubled the length / size of project due to stories found. 
Underestimated how popular Bark in the Park would be and the challenges of organising 
major events

 ● Activities: Could have doubled number of engagement activities and the length of some 
of the activities (oral history) however be clear need sufficient staff resources

 ● Should have done one leaflet with everything on rather than separate leaflets

 ● Activities officer capacity underestimated. Really required a full-time officer for three years 
with additional capacity to deliver health and wellbeing activities

 ● Managing expectation in the community / Friends group places additional demands on 
our services (officer time specifically). This should be considered in any future bids for 
funding

 ● Park coordinator post would have benefitted from clearer terms of reference at the 
development phase. Now resolved

 ● Possibly under-estimated participation numbers from the local community / numbers 
using the park have risen beyond expectation. Legacy planning is an important aspect to 
build into future bids to reflect successes and the pressures this brings

 ● Activities planning should include a clear exit plan and support to build the capacity of 
the Friends group. Also to have a clear understanding of who is responsible for what at 
the end of the activities

 ● Communications. There is a need to develop a communications plan and build in 
communications time into any project plan. Coms team provided lots of support and their 
time should be included as an in-kind value

 ● Volunteer data for NLHF returns: A problem with this was towards the end of the activities 
work as Friends were not sending data. Danger that not all hours were captured and 
impacts upon monitoring work
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 ● Monitoring and evaluation – a big challenge to capture data without annoying 
participants, especially when NLHF required more personal data. Need to improve 
methods for doing this

 ● Budget management - NLHF reporting requirements are quite detailed / time consuming

5.9 LESSONS LEARNT FROM COVID-19 PANDEMIC

The Kingswood area is one of the most deprived in South Gloucestershire; it has poor health 
outcomes and suffered from high infection rates during the pandemic. During the various 
lockdowns and movements between different covid tiers the value of parks and green 
spaces across the country became very evident. This was particularly the case in deprived 
urban areas where opportunities to access green space is limited. Kingswood has the lowest 
percentage of informal recreational space in South Gloucestershire so the value of the park 
to the local community was greatly amplified by the pandemic. It was important to capture any 
changes in the use of the park during the pandemic, and build relevant lessons into our plans 
for the park. As a result, we undertook the surveys described in sections 5.7.4 to 5.7.7 and the 
main findings and lessons learnt can be summarised as followed:

 ● The park was used more by the community during the pandemic

 ● The reasons for visiting did not change as a result of the pandemic

 ● The value of the park to the local community was amplified by the pandemic with 90% 
seeing it as important to their wellbeing and quality of life

 ● The pandemic increased social isolation (over one third said that they do not feel part 
of the community of Kingswood and, more than half sometimes don’t). As a result, 
initiatives to reduce social isolation and improve community spirit should be a priority, 
including more community events and activities. The sections of the community that 
are experiencing feelings of social isolation should be the target beneficiary and it will 
be necessary in the development phase to identify how this group can be engaged. 
Following the pandemic, social activities with other people, rather than individual 
activities should be the focus, targeting sections of community that feel disconnected

 ● The pandemic highlighted the value of Kingswood Park for community wellbeing, so 
activities that focus on mental and physical wellbeing are also a priority
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6.  SUMMARY OF LOCAL 
COMMUNITY NEEDS

There are a number of local community needs that a project to restore and enhance 
Kingswood Park should address, many forming barriers that prevent people from visiting the 
park or visiting more often; these are summarised below and they are taken from an analysis 
of the needs highlighted in section 3, the strategic plans and polices discussed in section 4 
and the consultation work described in section 5.

Local community needs

 ● To provide activities and events that promote an increase in physical activity and improve 
general health and mental wellbeing in an area where there are poor health outcomes

 ● To provide activities and events that help address high levels of obesity in the local 
population, particularly amongst children

 ● To provide activities and events which bring people together to reduce social isolation, 
promote social cohesion and improve community spirit. This is a long term need that has 
been exacerbated by the Covid-19 Pandemic and it is essential to engage people of all 
ages, including the elderly and people from minority communities

 ● To contribute to the regeneration of the Kingswood area and ‘Love Our High Streets’ 
Initiative which will boost the local economy in one of the most deprived areas of South 
Gloucestershire

 ● To improve the quality and facilities of the most important local green space in an area 
that has lowest percentage of informal recreational space in South Gloucestershire

 ● To provide opportunities for volunteering, training and skills development to improve 
confidence, mental wellbeing and employability of participants in an area that has a higher 
unemployment rate than the South Gloucestershire average and where there is a significantly 
high number of people on welfare benefits such as Universal Credit and Income Support

 ● To help build a stronger voluntary sector

 ● To reduce anti-social behaviour through engagement in activities and intelligent park 
infrastructure design

 ● To increase the confidence of people that it is a safe place for people of all ages to visit 
in an area that is within the most deprived 4% nationally in the ‘crime domain’

 ● To enable children and young people to have fun growing up and a good start in life 
whilst increasing the number of children and young people participating and engaging 
effectively in their community through green space engagement opportunities

 ● To invest in the fabric and structures of the park to reduce long-term maintenance costs

 ● To enhance biodiversity so that the park supports a wider range of habitats and wildlife

 ● To contribute to targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote climate 
change resilience and adaption

 ● To make the park / heritage accessible to more, and a wider range of people

These needs have informed the proposals to restore and enhance the park and the activities 
and events that will engage the local community with the heritage.
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7.  OUTLINE AUDIENCE PROFILE 
FOR KINGSWOOD PARK

The information from the user surveys, discussions with Friends of Kingswood Park, meetings 
with local community and voluntary groups and the professional knowledge of park managers 
and Council officers has all been used to develop an outline audience profile. A full audience 
profile and further work on potential project beneficiaries will be undertaken during the 
development phase.

How can we categorise the audience for the park / heritage?

The audience for Kingswood Park is diverse; it includes all age ranges and mainly consists 
of local people from Kingswood, Woodstock, New Cheltenham, Hanham, St. George and 
adjacent communities. The audience is as follows:

 ● Local residents from Kingswood, Woodstock, New Cheltenham, Hanham, St. George and 
adjacent communities

 ● People living in Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood Area

 ● Local schools – pre-school, primary and secondary

 ● Young people – pre-school, children,

 ● Young people - older children and teenagers

 ● Parents / carers with toddlers and young children

 ● Grandparents with toddlers and young children

 ● Young parents / carers

 ● People over 50, including residents of sheltered housing

 ● BME communities

 ● New communities who have moved to the area, particularly Eastern Europeans

 ● People with additional needs – physical, sensory and learning disabilities

 ● People of all ages with physical and mental wellbeing needs

The audience for activities and events can be further segmented into the following 
beneficiary groups:

 ● Overweight children and adults

 ● Parents / children from low income families

 ● Local youth groups

 ● Pre-school, play groups and schools with limited access to green space

 ● Kingswood Children’s Centre service users

 ● The Park Centre service users
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 ● Kingsmeadow@Made for Ever service users

 ● Unemployed people and Job Centre Plus service users

 ● Carers of all ages, including those bringing adult dependents / service users

 ● Polish and Eastern European communities

 ● Refugees and asylum seekers (there is drop-in support in Holy Trinity Church adjacent to 
the park)

 ● Sports club participants (bowls)

 ● Local history societies / heritage groups

 ● People of all ages wishing to learn new skills, including adult learning

 ● Adults with learning needs – Choices for You

 ● Boys Brigade, Rainbows, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers

 ● Children and young people with additional needs, including pupils / students at Warmley 
Park School and College

 ● Breakthrough service users (including children and young people with additional needs)

 ● People with dementia

 ● Drug and alcohol abuse service users

 ● Local music groups

 ● Faith groups inclusive of all backgrounds / communities

Who Is involved with the park / heritage now and why?

 ● Friends of Kingswood Park – the group is strong and active and works to restore and 
enhance the heritage and park facilities and promote it to the wider community

 ● South Gloucestershire Council – Community Spaces Team and the Grounds Maintenance 
Team. Manage the asset, liaise with Friends Group and secure S106 and external funding 
to improve the park

 ● Local elected councillors - involved with the Friends Group and initiatives to improve the 
park

 ● Executive Member for Communities and Tourism – makes final decision on award of S106 
funding to the park

How many are involved with the park / heritage now?

Our baseline figure (1st September 2019 to 31st August 2020) is 259,789 visits as measured 
by automatic people counters installed at park entrances.
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How satisfied are the audience with the park?

The 2015 survey revealed that 56% of people think the park is ‘alright’ while 8% are not 
satisfied with it. 30% think it is good while 7% think it is very good. Therefore, 64% think the 
park is only ‘alright’ or are not satisfied, while 37% think it is good or very good. The 2020 
Kingswood Park Covid 19 Survey revealed that 90% of respondents rated Kingswood Park as 
important to their wellbeing and quality of life, with 60% of those rating it as very important.

Who are our audience? How can we group them?

The 2015, 2019 and 2020 questionnaire surveys provided valuable information regarding 
the existing audience and this has been supplemented by information from the wider 
consultation. Key points about the audience are as follows:

Age of The Audience

Visitors to the park are distributed throughout the age classes and include family members 
visiting with their children, children and young people visiting independently and adults of all 
ages including the elderly.

How often do they visit?

In the latest 2019 survey, 62% of respondents to the survey visit or use Kingswood Park once 
or a few times a month. 15% use the park once a week or more often. 13% of respondents 
use the park a few times a year and 11% said that they never use the park. In the 2015 
survey the categories on how often people visited were different, and 17% said they visited 
daily, 43% visited weekly, 39% less often and 1% said they never visited. As the results from 
the two surveys are markedly different (i.e. 15% visited once a week or more often in 2019 
survey / 60% visited weekly or daily in 2015 survey) more work will be required on this in the 
development phase.

Interestingly, in the 2015 survey 80% of people said they would visit the park more often if 
improvements were made.

During the 2020/21 Covid-19 Pandemic 62% of respondents indicated that they use 
Kingswood Park more than before the start of the Covid period with 38% indicating that they 
use the Park a lot more than before. Only 15% of respondents indicated that they use it less 
than before.

Only a limited comparison was able to be made on pre and post pandemic visits using the 
High Street entrance automated counter. This showed a 10.8% increase over the September 
to January periods during 2019/20 and 2020/21.

Where do People Come From?

The main catchment for the park is local residents from Kingswood, Woodstock, New 
Cheltenham, Hanham, St. George and adjacent communities. This is reflected in the 2015 
survey where 85% of respondents were from the BS15 postcode area.

How long do they stay?

No data has been collected on how long people stay, so work will be required on this in the 
development phase



97

NLHF Project Ref: NL-21-00021 Kingswood Park Plan – May 2021
N

ATIO
N

A
L LO

TTERY H
ERITAG

E FU
N

D
 APPLICATIO

N

What do they do when they arrive?

The 2019 survey results indicate that the most popular use of the park is to get some fresh 
air (78%) and many people (41%) visit with friends / family. Other popular activities include eat 
lunch/picnic in the park (38%) and enjoying wildlife (34%). It is clear that most people use the 
park for informal activities; they go there to relax and enjoy a green space in a built-up area, 
to get some fresh air and exercise and visit with friends, children and family.

The children’s play area is used by over half of visitors (58%), emphasising the need to have 
good quality play facilities in the park.

A relatively high proportion of people (41%) have attended events in the park demonstrating 
its importance as a local community venue.

The park is an important resource for health and activity with 11% of people using the sports 
facilities, 9% for cycling and 8% for jogging/running. This is in addition to more gentle exercise 
that people derive from walking in the park and walking dogs (46%).

In the 2015 survey respondents were given the chance to say how they use the park via 
an open-ended question. 102 comments were left. The majority of these either referred to 
walking, children, dogs or play. Other comments referred to varied recreational activities with 
relaxing/enjoying the sun and picnics as the next most referenced uses of the park.

During the Covid-19 Pandemic the main reasons for visiting were similar to pre-pandemic, to 
enjoy natural scenery and wildlife (78%), to relax and enjoy peace and quiet in nature (72%) 
and spend time with family and/or friends (62%). It was also an important for exercise (50%) 
and visit the children’s play area (43%).

What do the audience value about the park / heritage?

People value the park and the heritage for a variety of reasons but the most important is to 
relax and enjoy its green setting and open spaces, often with family and friends. They place a 
high value on the quality of the parks green environment which provides an oasis of calm in a 
busy built up area where there is little green space. They value it as a place to get some fresh 
air and enjoy the trees and flowers and the nature and wildlife.

People also value the park and its heritage as a place to improve health and wellbeing 
through walking and gentle exercise, children’s play and sports.

The aspects of the park / heritage that are valued by the audience did not change during the 
Covid-19 Pandemic.

It is also valued as an attractive and enjoyable venue for events that bring the community 
together.

Further work will be undertaken in the development to build upon this understanding of what 
the audience values about the park.

Existing participation activities currently offered to the public

There is currently a limited number of participation activities that are offered to the public. 
The Friends Group organise annual Easter egg hunts, the annual family fun in the park day, 
treasure hunts, Halloween events and Christmas carols. There have also been periodic 
Armed Forces Days in the park.
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Existing learning opportunities offered to the public

There is currently limited provision of interpretation, information and learning activities 
to engage the audience. There is one interpretation board in the park and a ‘Discover 
Kingswood’ outdoor guide shows the parks, playgrounds, nature areas, allotments and other 
outdoor spaces in the area with suggestions for activities. The Friends Group has organised a 
‘Park Your Memories’ project to gather memories from the local community.

What do present audiences already know about the heritage?

We have no information on this and survey work will be required in the development phase.

Barriers to using the park / engaging with the heritage

Organisational

The Council already works with the local community and the Friends Group to engage 
people in decisions about the park in an open and inclusive way. Having sufficient staff and 
resources in place to engage the community in activities and events and help care for and 
maintain the park are the only organisational barriers. The NLHF application is an opportunity 
to secure sufficient resources to encourage more and a wider range of people to engage 
with the heritage.

Physical

A significant proportion of visitors consider themselves to be disabled or have a mental or 
long-standing illness or health condition (11% in 2015 survey, 16% in 2019 survey, 12% in 2019 
Young Person’s survey and 18% in 2020 Kingswood Park Covid 19 survey). There are physical 
barriers to this group engaging with the heritage as identified in the Kingswood Park Access 
Plan October 2019 (SD6c) and people are regularly seen struggling with steps, slopes and 
path surfaces by operational staff in the park.

Sensory

More work is required in the development phase to identify any sensory barriers. The park 
does not have a sensory garden.

Cultural

Survey and consultation work have identified concern over anti-social behaviour as a reason 
why some people do not visit the park. A quarter of respondents in the 2019 survey had 
safety concerns or concerns surrounding anti-social behaviour and this was backed up by 
the young person survey where 31% of respondents said they did not feel safe there. This 
is a behavioural issue where a ‘culture’ change is required amongst some park users and 
activities are required to address this.

Financial

Kingswood Park is in Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood Area where there is a higher 
proportion of people who are unemployed and a significantly high number of people on 
welfare benefits such as Universal Credit and Income Support compared to the South 
Gloucestershire average. As most users of the park are from the local community transport 
costs are not an issue and financial constraints were not cited as a barrier to people visiting 
the park in the 2019 survey. However, the park is situated in a low-income area so it is 
important that activities should be free.
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Intellectual

More information is required in the development phase to find out how much people already 
know about the heritage. However, there is currently little information or support for people 
to understand the heritage and its relevance and there is a need for a range of activities that 
will cater for people with limited background knowledge, children or people with learning 
disabilities and other needs.

Other

In the 2019 survey nearly half of respondents said that they were prevented from visiting 
Kingswood Park more often by the lack of facilities. Other reasons given for not visiting were 
the lack of parking, the quality of the facilities and the lack of activities.

The 2020 Connecting Kingswood Survey highlighted that social isolation and not feeling 
part of the community is an issue for a significant section of the community and this is acting 
as a barrier for some. This has been made worse by the Covid-19 Pandemic and the area 
has suffered from high infection rates. It will be necessary at the development phase to 
identify why people in the community don’t feel connected, and consult on how the activities 
programme can be targeted to break down barriers and help create more connections 
between people in the community.

More work will be undertaken in the development phase to identify barriers to engaging with 
the heritage, however it is clear barriers can be reduced by the following:

 ● More activities and events to reduce social isolation, promote community cohesion and 
attract more, and a wider range of people to the park

 ● More and better-quality facilities that are well maintained

 ● Measures to reduce anti-social behaviour and make the park feel safe and welcoming

 ● Measures to improve the accessibility of the park

 ● Learning activities to increase knowledge and understanding of the heritage
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8.  PROPOSAL FOR A 
REFRESHMENT FACILITY / 
CAFE

During the consultation there have been discussions and survey questions regarding the 
need for a refreshment facility / café in the park. There has been strong and enthusiastic 
support for the proposal and this is evidenced by the following:

 ● The Friends of Kingswood Park have highlighted the need for this facility for many years

 ● Widespread support for the proposal through meetings with community and voluntary 
groups and professional officers

 ● In the 2019 survey 88% of respondents stated that a refreshment facility or café would 
benefit the community, only 6% disagreed

During meetings and discussions with the public at consultation events the proposal was 
supported for a number of reasons which can be summarised as follows:

 ● It would attract more, and a wider range of people to the park

 ● It would encourage people to stay longer in the park

 ● It would be located next to the amphitheatre / bandstand / rejuvenated play area, so 
parents could use the facility and still watch whilst their children played

 ● It would be a place to relax and enjoy a green environment in a built-up area

 ● It would be a facility to support activities and events in the wider park

 ● It would provide an income stream to the park to help with future maintenance

During the consultation a view developed that a refreshment facility such as a kiosk or 
a mobile facility with permanent services (electric and water) and a dedicated pitch with 
covered removable seating would be preferred over a new café building.

It will be necessary for a business plan to be prepared during the development phase to 
look the various options for a refreshment facility, with associated cost and benefits and 
recommend an appropriate and sustainable model for its future location and management. 
There will be a clear commitment for any rental income to be ring-fenced to the management 
and maintenance of the park.
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9. WHAT THE PROJECT WILL DO?
The project will work with the local community to restore and enhance the heritage, delivering 
a well-managed sustainable park. It will deliver a programme of capital improvements 
and community activities and events to meet local needs. It will support the community to 
participate in the care and management of the park and ensure that a wider range of people 
will be involved in the heritage.

See Plan 3: Kingswood Park Proposals Plan below.

Please note that a new park composting facility and tree root decompaction works will be 
carried out in tandem with the development phase using South Gloucestershire Council 
Climate Emergency funding. The Council and the Friends Group are keen to see some ‘quick 
win’ projects implemented to demonstrate to the community that the long period of planning, 
surveys and consultation has been worthwhile and is starting to bear fruit. The creation of the 
new composting facility will contribute towards climate change / net zero objectives. The tree 
root decompaction / air spading works will increase aerobic capacity of the root zone around 
selected mature trees in the park, increasing their health and life expectancy. Both projects 
will be used to engage the community and raise the profile of climate change and biodiversity 
issues during the development phase. The costs for these projects are not included in our 
NLHF bid.

9.1 CAPITAL WORKS

Restoration and enhancement of built heritage

 ● Repair retaining walls

 ● Restoration of gate pillars, gates and railings

 ● Enhance cemetery boundary including new planting, fence and access to the Holy Trinity 
Churchyard

 ● Main entrance enhancements

Replacement of lost heritage features

 ● Replacement / restored bandstand

 ● Restoration of amphitheatre feature

Improved facilities

 ● Upgrade of public toilets including a ‘Changing Places’ facility

 ● Services for new refreshment facility

 ● Play area – comprehensive re-design and enhancement to offer a range of play value for 
all ages including children and young people with disabilities

 ● Improved outdoor learning area

Creating and improving landscape, biodiversity and habitats

 ● Reconfigure amphitheatre central space to make it an accessible focal point with covered 
canopy area and electric bike charging point
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 ● Comprehensive landscape enhancements respecting the park’s 1930s ‘municipal’ 
character, improved biodiversity including pollinator planting, wildflower meadow 
creation, enhanced wetland, new community orchard and growing areas and improved 
wildlife and habitat connectivity to adjacent green spaces and corridors

 ● Biodiversity – linking benefits to surrounding gardens / area, creating a park Wildlife Hub 
for Kingswood

 ● Tree planting and tree replacement programme

Improving access for a wider range of people

 ● Missing link footpath to create full park circuit

 ● Resurface all paths

 ● New paths and implementing recommendations of Kingswood Park Access Plan

 ● New disabled parking provision including levelling, resurfacing and electric charging 
point

 ● ‘Changing Places’ toilet / changing facility

Other improvements

 ● New recycling bins

 ● New entrance and internal signage

 ● New benches and seating

 ● New community growing area in the Holy Trinity Churchyard including a poly-tunnel, 
accessible raised beds and improved paths

 ● New community orchard

The environmental impacts of the park will be reduced and positive steps taken to adapt to 
the challenges of climate change.

As part of our proposals for capital works, we have been careful to produce an appropriate 
balance of spending on heritage, accessibility enhancements (wider range of people to 
engage with the heritage) and elements that may be considered ‘amenity’. Table 2 provides 
an illustration of this spending balance. Slightly over half of the capital budget is to be spent 
on heritage features whist spending on a wider range of people is significant at 28.22%. 
Please note that spending on the ‘amenity’ elements will improve the quality of the park’s 
facilities, also attracting a wider range of people, so there is a significant cross over here.
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Table 2: Balance of Funding Capital Works

Capital works – balance of funding £ Costs % of capital spend

Heritage: walls, gates, railings, cemetery boundary, 
main entrance, bandstand, amphitheatre, landscape and 
biodiversity, trees

£704,500 50.05%

Wider range of people: access improvements including 
paths, steps, missing link path, disabled parking, Changing 
Places toilets, interpretation and signing

£395,000 28.07%

Amenity: Refreshment facility services, play area, outdoor 
learning area, community growing area, community 
orchard, benches and seating, recycling bins

£308,000 21.88%

Totals £1,407,500 100%

 
9.2 ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

An Outline Activities Plan has been developed for Kingswood Park in spreadsheet format as 
supporting document SD6b. This plan has been developed by considering the following:

 ● The need to contribute to NLHF outcomes

 ● Needs identified in Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood Profile, park catchment profile, 
health profile, ‘Love Our High Streets Initiative’, and health and physical activity needs as 
summarised in section 6 above

 ● Needs identified in strategic plans and Council policies, also summarised in section 6

 ● The need to meet long-term maintenance challenges and adapt to climate change

 ● Lessons learnt from the Covid-19 Pandemic

 ● Needs and ideas for events and activities – as identified through consultation with a wide 
range of community groups, voluntary groups and professionals in various fields

 ● Information about the park audience and ideas for activities and events taken from the 
results of the various questionnaire surveys

 ● An understanding of the audience, as developed in the outline audience profile

Covid-19 Pandemic and delivery of activities and events programme

At time of writing (Spring 2021) the government has set out a road map for the country to 
emerge from the pandemic based on vaccination, social distancing and other measures. 
Currently the government envisages that community events and activities will be possible 
as the pandemic is bought under control and the population is vaccinated, with crowds able 
to attend sporting and music events later in 2021. These plans however, could be disrupted 
by new covid variants and surges in infection and further lockdowns and restrictions are 
possible.

We are acutely aware that the activities and events in our Outline Activities Plan may need 
to be modified to comply with covid regulations as they apply at future points in time. 
Hopefully, during the development phase we will have a clearer picture of how the pandemic 
is progressing and will follow government advice and regulations on community events and 
gatherings when developing our full Activities Plan. The pandemic has introduced a number 
of risks that could affect the development and delivery of the Activities Plan. It is important 
that these are fully considered and Covid-19 risk assessments have been prepared for the 
development and delivery stages. These are located in section 14.1
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To allow for Covid-19 uncertainties and unforeseen impacts the budget contingency for 
activities has been increased from 10% to 15%. In addition, we have included a budget of 
£6,000 to provide for any additional equipment, support costs, provision of PPE, hand-
washing stations, sanitising and hygiene products, social distancing signage and any 
associated temporary control measures (temporary fencing, way-marking and directional 
one-way signage etc). We have also included a £2,000 budget for similar precautions in the 
development phase and increased the development phase contingency costs from 5% to 
7.5% to allow for Covid-19 uncertainties.

Please note that the Connecting Kingswood survey (section 5.7.6) highlighted that a 
significant proportion of the population do not feel connected to the community and this has 
been worsened by the Covid-19 Pandemic. It will be necessary at the development phase to 
consult with this group and identify why they don’t feel connected and how they can best be 
targeted and engaged with the project as the full activities programme is developed.

Outline Activities Plan (SD6b)

The activities in the Outline Activities Plan are grouped into the following broad categories

 ● Inclusion: A wider range of people will be involved in the heritage

 ● People will have greater wellbeing - a space to thrive

 ● A better place to live, work and visit - opportunities for social integration and community 
engagement

 ● Building back for positive change - people will have developed skills

 ● Becoming more resilient

 ● Connections with nature - heritage will be in better condition

 ● Environmental sustainability: increase positive environmental impacts and reduce 
negative environmental impacts

The spreadsheet includes a list of the audience / beneficiaries for each activity, estimated 
budget and columns to indicate which of the six ‘priority’ and three ‘other’ NLHF outcomes 
that it will help to achieve. There are also figures for estimated number of volunteer days, 
training opportunities and total number of participants. The spreadsheet forms an Outline 
Activities Plan that will be worked up into a full Activities Plan at the development phase, 
following relevant NLHF guidance and further audience development and consultation work.

For each activity an indicative cost has been calculated based on experience of previous 
project delivery, and consultation with other Council officers. The total value of activities 
projects developed is £373,980 (including a 15% contingency allowance).

Our Outline Activities Plan (SD6b) includes a column listing the audience / beneficiaries for 
each of the 28 activities. The descriptions of the audience / beneficiaries for each activity 
are taken from our audience profile (section 7) and were identified through the consultation 
work undertaken with voluntary groups, beneficiary groups and professionals. This should 
be viewed as a long list of potential audience / beneficiary groups which will be refined and 
targeted further during the development phase.

The activities have been designed to be responsive to local needs and all 28 activities meet 
the mandatory NLHF outcome that a wider range of people will be involved in heritage.

The Outline Activities Plan has been designed to expand the number of volunteers that 
will engage with the park and our initial estimate is 1,707 volunteer days over the life of the 
project.
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Training and skills development are a vital component of our activities programme and 26 of 
the activities listed will achieve the ‘people will have developed skills’ NLHF outcome.

Kingswood Park Apprentice: An 18-month apprenticeship will be established to provide 
a person with the opportunity to develop skills and learning to enhance their long term-
employability and career prospects. The details of the apprenticeship will be worked up 
in the development phase. Ideas to develop include a community activator coach, cultural 
learning and participation officer, community sport and health officer, marketing and 
interpretation officer and horticulture and grounds maintenance officer (Level 2 or 3). The 
apprenticeship will involve day release attendance on an accredited college course. The 
Council will use links with local community organisations to target the apprentice opportunity 
to underrepresented groups (eg. care leavers, NEETs, BAME, Kingswood and Kingsmeadow 
residents). The Council will directly target these groups, engaging with local community 
settings and Jobcentre Plus Kingswood, running information sessions on the apprenticeship 
offer including how people can apply.

A Training Plan will be prepared at the development phase and it is estimated that 252 
participants will receive training and skills development.

We estimate that 20,190 people will participate in the activities and events programme which 
will reduce barriers and involve a wider range of people.

Volunteers and the community will learn about the impacts of climate change and how the 
infrastructure, facilities and natural features of the park can be adapted to cope with future 
challenges. A climate change adaptation plan will be developed.

South Gloucestershire CVS will provide specialist support to grow and strengthen Friends 
of Kingswood Park including support and skills training to build strong governance and a 
sustainable future for the group.

A suite of wellbeing activities will be delivered to help meet the health needs of the 
community. This will be developed into an ‘offer’ and ‘bespoke package’ of activities, 
promoted to local health centres, GP surgeries, One You South Gloucestershire integrated 
healthy lifestyle service practitioners and support groups, so that engagement in these 
activities can be prescribed by health practitioners to people in need of improving mental 
and physical wellbeing. The 'offer' will focus on the benefits of engagement with greenspace 
and sustaining integration of outdoor activity within ongoing lifestyles for physical and mental 
wellbeing. Please see the Outline Activities Plan for further detail.

A range of outputs will be delivered that are related to our activities programme, with details 
finalised at the development phase including:

 ● Interpretation panels
 ● Notice board
 ● Site leaflet
 ● Web site
 ● Self-guided themed trails
 ● Schools learning resource
 ● New interpretative media
 ● Creative artwork / writing
 ● Oral history and heritage research
 ● History of the park resource
 ● Exercise equipment
 ● Community celebration events
 ● Programme of youth activities
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10. PROJECT OUTCOMES
The Kingswood Park Project will contribute to achieving all nine NLHF outcomes, including 
the six priority outcomes for 2021-22. There is strong emphasis on achieving the mandatory 
outcome for a wider range of people to be involved with the heritage and all of our 28 
activities contribute to this. However, many of the activities achieve more than one outcome 
and these are highlighted in our Outline Activities Plan (SD6b). A detailed consideration of the 
outcomes that will be achieved is set out below, grouped under NLHF outcome headings.

10.1 A WIDER RANGE OF PEOPLE WILL BE INVOLVED WITH THE HERITAGE

As a result of the project more, and a wider range of people will be involved with the 
heritage. The events and activities described in SD6b have been designed to engage people 
from a wide diversity of backgrounds, however there is a particular focus on the Kingswood 
Priority Neighbourhood Area which is one of the most deprived communities in South 
Gloucestershire characterised by low household incomes and poor health outcomes. The 
events and activities programme will engage people from this community in ways that meet 
their health and wellbeing needs and provide training and skills development opportunities. It 
will also improve the quality of the facilities so that more people from this group engage with 
the heritage.

People from all age ranges will be engaged with the heritage and there are activities that 
are targeted at children and young people, schools and youth groups. There are also 
intergenerational activities to bring people of all age ranges together and activities to that 
will appeal to older generations. There will also be work with settings to involve people with 
dementia with the heritage.

Widening access to people with additional needs (physical, sensory and learning disabilities) 
is a particular focus of the project through accessibility improvements, a ‘Changing Places’ 
toilet facility, and activities to engage groups and settings that support people with multiple 
disabilities with the heritage. It is also important that a wider range of people are involved in 
governing the project and two target beneficiaries (i.e. people with disabilities, young people, 
BAME community, Priority Neighbourhood community) will sit on the Steering Group in the 
development and delivery stages. These representatives may also require additional support 
(training, travel, personal assistance etc). A combined budget of £8,000 has been allowed 
to support disability groups and Steering Group target beneficiaries so that they can play 
an active role in project planning and governance processes in both the development and 
delivery phases.

An important focus of the project will be to engage more people from BAME and Polish and 
Eastern European backgrounds in events and activities and volunteering opportunities. More 
work will be done at the development phase to tailor our Outline Activities Plan to meet the 
needs of these groups including those who are existing users of the park, or don’t currently 
engage with the heritage.

It can be seen from our audience profile (section 7) that the audience is diverse, however 
some sections of the community do not engage with the heritage due to the barriers 
highlighted. Our Outline Activities Plan and capital works have been designed to reduce 
these barriers.

Our Outline Activities Plan highlights how many participation and volunteering opportunities 
there are for each activity and gives an indication of the target audiences. This will be refined 
at the development phase.

We will have been successful in engaging a wider range of people with the heritage by 
achieving the following outcomes:
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 ● An Activities Plan will have been produced at the development phase setting out targets 
for engaging a wide range of groups and project beneficiaries and the success of the 
project will have been evaluated against these in the delivery phase

 ● Automated counters installed in the park in 2019 will have set a baseline for number of 
visitors and volunteers will have monitored them during the delivery phase and will report 
that there are at least 20% more visits to the park at the end of the project

 ● Numbers of people attending events and activities will have been monitored and it will 
be reported that over 20,190 participants have engaged with the heritage

 ● As a result of the project more residents and parents / children from low income families 
in Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood will have engaged with the heritage and this will 
have been evidenced by postcode analysis and other data

 ● As a result of the project unemployed people and Job Centre Plus service users will have 
engaged with the heritage

 ● As a result of the project more local schools, pre-school groups and Children’s Centre 
service users will have engaged with the heritage

 ● As a result of the project more children and young people will have engaged with the 
heritage

 ● As a result of the project more younger people in organised groups (youth groups, 
Creative Youth Network, Boys Brigade, Rainbows, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers) 
will have engaged with the heritage

 ● Feedback forms from participants in activities and events will reveal that a wider range of 
people (including BAME communities and Polish and Eastern European) have taken part 
than the ethnic baseline profile set in the 2019 User Survey

 ● User surveys will report that less people do not visit the park because of accessibility 
problems

 ● User surveys will report that less people do not visit the park because they feel it is 
unsafe

 ● Records of the groups and audience sectors that have benefited from activities will 
be kept and it will be reported that more adults, children and young people with 
additional needs have engaged with the heritage, including adults with learning needs, 
breakthrough service users, settings supporting people with disabilities etc.

 ● As a result of the project more people over the age of 50 and residents of sheltered 
housing schemes will have engaged with the heritage, including people with dementia

 ● As a result of the project more families and parents and toddlers will have engaged with 
the heritage

 ● As a result of the project more special interest groups (music groups, local history 
societies, faith groups etc) will have engaged with the heritage

These outcomes will be further refined during the development phase.
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10.2 THE FUNDED ORGANISATION WILL BE MORE RESILIENT

South Gloucestershire Council is a resilient organisation with high standards of governance, 
management and financial accountability. It has expertise and skills in many areas and a track 
record of successfully delivering projects of this scale and type. The ultimate success of the 
project will, however, depend on close working with the Friends of Kingswood Park and it is 
vital that they have the organisational resilience, capacity and skills to sustain the increased 
level of work and a sustainable structure to continue growing after the project has ended.

During the Covid-19 Pandemic the Friends Group was badly affected by social distancing 
and lockdowns and work programmes, events and community activities had to be cancelled. 
Some activity continued via zoom meetings; however, it is clear that the strength and 
momentum of the group needs to be recharged as it recovers from the pandemic. We have 
therefore included a ‘Friends of Kingswood Park - becoming more resilient’ activity in our 
Outline Activities Plan (SD6b). However, because of the impact of the pandemic work will 
begin during the development phase with a budget of £3,500, continuing into the delivery 
phase with a further budget of £15,000. This will ensure the the Friends Group are able 
to fully participate at all phases of the project and are strengthened and resilient for the 
challenges of the delivery phase.

Using this budget, South Gloucestershire CVS will be commissioned to provide a 
comprehensive programme of specialist support to grow and strengthen the Friends Group 
and increase its diversity. CVS will provide information, support and training to build strong 
effective governance and ensure the group is legally compliant and will help the group to 
secure a sustainable financial future through fundraising, funding applications and a funding 
strategy so that it feels confident in its finances, budget and financial reporting. It will be able 
to recruit more volunteers from diverse backgrounds and manage and maintain a high-quality 
experience for them. Outcomes will be a group that can meet its goals, be more effective, be 
sustainable in the long term with appropriate policies and procedures in place and develop 
effective and successful partnerships and collaborations.

We have also included support for the Friends Group to make more effective use of 
digital media and there will be training and support for members of the group to develop 
and maintain a new Kingswood Park website and develop skills and capacity in other 
types of digital technologies. The resilience of the group will also be improved with event 
management training for Friends of Kingswood Park volunteers to ensure the events are safe, 
well managed and delivered successfully, and to provide volunteers with sustainable skills to 
continue organising events into the future.

10.3 PEOPLE WILL HAVE GREATER WELLBEING

Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood Area has poor health indices and outcomes. Due to these 
poor health outcomes, there is a pressing need to provide health and wellbeing activities 
as part of the community’s attempts to recover from the Covid-19 Pandemic whilst improving 
community spirit and reducing increased levels of social isolation bought about by the 
pandemic.

Our needs analysis and consultation work involved discussions with 14 professional officers 
working in health and wellbeing, inclusion, public health, and active lifestyles (see section 
5.3.2 and appendices 14 and16). Using green space engagement to improve wellbeing was 
identified as an important component of our project and that we should focus on addressing 
the following three needs:

 ● To provide activities and events that promote an increase in physical activity and improve 
general health and mental wellbeing in an area where there are poor health outcomes

 ● To provide activities and events that help address high levels of obesity in the local 
population, particularly amongst children
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 ● To provide activities which bring people together, increase connections between people, 
reduce social isolation and improve wellbeing in the outdoors

The ‘Community Wellbeing Activities’ in our Outline Activities Plan (SD6b) includes various 
ideas from health professionals, providers and target beneficiary groups that will be explored 
further and worked up into a ‘wellbeing on prescription’ offer during the development phase. 
Our aim is to develop an ‘offer’ or ‘package’ of activities and promote these to local health 
centres, GP surgeries and One You South Gloucestershire practitioners, so that engagement 
in the activities can be prescribed by health practitioners to people in need of improving 
mental and physical wellbeing. The need for such an ‘offer’ was revealed during the 
consultation work with the community and health professionals. The 'offer' will focus on the 
benefits of engagement with greenspace for physical and mental wellbeing. The ‘offer’ will be 
developed in consultation with disability, BAME and LGBTQ+, and Polish & Eastern European 
groups to ensure activities are user determined, accessible and culturally appropriate.

We understand the necessity for close working with health professionals and other providers 
to develop this package which will be worked up by the Activities Development Officer during 
the development phase. We also recognise the need to adequately resource the health and 
wellbeing work so have allowed for a full-time Health and Wellbeing Activities Officer with a 
budget of £60k to deliver the programme.

Our outcome for people taking part in the activities is that they will report that their health 
and / or wellbeing has improved (this will be refined into more detailed outcomes for specific 
activities and target beneficiaries at the development phase and include monitoring of health 
and wellbeing outcomes beyond the life of the project). Recognised evaluation methods for 
measuring wellbeing will be determined at the development phase in consultation with health 
professionals.

Another aspect of wellbeing is feeling connected to your community and those around 
you. Social isolation and not feeling connected to others has been identified as a problem 
in Kingswood and this has been made worse by the pandemic. Our Outline Activities Plan 
(SD6b) contains a diverse array of inclusive community events and activities to engage all 
sectors of our audience and make them feel more connected to others and the heritage. 
A further outcome for our project is that people will report that they are more connected to 
those around them and to the heritage. This overlaps with our outcomes under section 10.5 
below, reflecting the synergy between ‘wellbeing’ and ‘better place to live work and visit’ 
outcomes.

10.4 PEOPLE WILL HAVE DEVELOPED SKILLS

Our consultation and needs analysis work identified the importance of developing a variety 
of skills and training opportunities for target beneficiaries, staff and volunteers. These are 
detailed in our Outline Activities Plan (SD6b) which includes a column to indicate that 27 of 
the 28 activities listed will enable people to develop skills and our initial estimate is that there 
will be 252 training opportunities, some of which will lead to formal accreditation. Further 
work will be undertaken in the development phase to work up our Activities Plan which will 
include a Training Plan for the project, however outcomes for people developing skills are as 
follows:

People will have developed skills to ensure the park is better looked after and managed by 
achieving the following outcomes

 ● The post holder of an 18-month apprenticeship will report they are from an 
underrepresented group (eg. care leavers, NEETs, BAME, Kingswood and Kingsmeadow 
residents) and that they have developed learning and skills to look after, manage and 
understand the heritage to enhance their long-term employability and they have gained a 
suitable accredited qualification
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 ● Digitech Studio School placement students in year 10 and years 12 and 13 will report they 
have developed skills in a range of interpretative and creative media including IT / web 
technology / smartphone app to develop skills, improve experience and employability

 ● Working in partnership with Job Centre Plus, three eight-week placements will report 
that they worked in the park and received on-the-job training to enhance their skills in 
horticulture and park maintenance and improve employability, with the opportunity for 
further training and accredited qualifications

 ● An agreed number of students at City of Bristol College / other further education 
colleges will report that they have developed skills on short placements in areas such as 
horticulture, creative media / arts, heritage, outdoor learning, construction and physical 
activities and that this has supported their accredited learning at college

 ● Staff working in the park and on the project will report that their skills have been 
enhanced; a training needs assessment will be included in the training plan in the 
development phase to ensure that the correct balance of skills and competencies are in 
place

 ● Volunteers will report that they have received training and developed skills in monitoring 
automated counters, carrying out user surveys and analysing results

 ● Friends Group volunteers will report that they have developed skills to grow and 
increase the resilience of their organisation in areas such as fund-raising, strategy, 
finance and budgeting, legal compliance, supporting volunteers, digital technology, event 
management etc

 ● Participants and target beneficiaries will report that they have received training and 
developed tree identification, tree management and research skills to play an active role 
in the tree management and replacement programme

 ● Participants and volunteers will report that they developed skills in how to plan and adapt 
a green space to climate change challenges

 ● Volunteers and target beneficiaries in the ‘Making Space for Nature’ activity will report 
that have received training on how to maximise biodiversity and developed skills in 
techniques to enhance the area for wildlife, monitor wildlife and contribute to the practical 
design of natural habitats and formal planted areas

 ● Participants and volunteers in the ‘Greenskills / Practical Park Management Activity’ will 
report that they have received training and developed skills in the care and maintenance 
of ‘green estate’ through practical landscape and habitat management work with the 
opportunity to complete accredited training through sessions run by accredited training 
providers

People will have developed skills to ensure the park is better explained and understood by 
achieving the following outcomes:

 ● Participants and target beneficiaries will report that they have received training and 
improved skills in the development of interpretative media (heritage research, developing 
stories, presenting information, web and smartphone app design, audio, photography, 
video)

 ● Teachers will report that they have received training in the use of the ‘Schools / 
Community Heritage Learning Resource’ and children will report that they have 
developed skills as part of the project to develop the resource

 ● Participants and volunteers will report that they have developed heritage research skills 
and oral history interview and recording techniques through engagement in the ‘Park My 
Memories’ and ‘Celebrating Kingswood Heritage - Discovering Our Past’ activities.
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 ● Participants and target beneficiaries will report that they have developed arts-based skills 
through engagement in the ‘Creative Artwork Project’.

 ● Participants and volunteers will report they have received training and developed skills 
to create heritage, tree, smartphone media or geocaching trails through the ‘Self-Guided 
Themed Trails’ activity

 ● Target beneficiaries participating in the ‘Growing Together / Branching Out’ activity will 
report they have developed ‘grow your own’ gardening skills supported by horticultural 
training sessions

People will have developed skills to ensure that levels of physical activity and wellbeing are 
improved and the park is enjoyed by more, and a wider range of people by achieving the 
following outcomes:

 ● Friends of Kingswood Park volunteers will report that they have received training and 
developed skills in event management to run successful events and activities that will 
enable them to continue organising events into the future.

 ● Pre-school and primary school teachers, support staff and parents will report they have 
received training and developed skills to run independent programmes of outdoor 
learning and play activities in the ‘Healthy Early Years Outdoor Play / Learning Area’

 ● Volunteers will report that they have developed skills and received training to help 
support a range of ‘Community Wellbeing Activities’, details to be worked up during the 
development phase.

 ● Target beneficiaries will report that they have developed skills in natural foods, cookery 
and healthy eating through the ‘Growing Together / Branching Out’ activity

 ● Sports club and community group leaders will report that they have received training 
to make effective use of exercise equipment and a new hard surfaced ‘Park Health & 
Wellbeing Circuit’

 ● South Gloucestershire Disability Action Group will report that they have received training 
and developed skills to create a ‘Phototrail’ and accessibility leaflet for the park

10.5 THE LOCAL AREA WILL BE A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK OR VISIT

Feeling connected to those around you and the community is an issue that has been 
identified in Kingswood and made worse by the Covid-19 Pandemic. Our project will increase 
connections between people and improve community spirit. It will also improve the condition 
and quality of the heritage. It will also increase the range of facilities and engage the 
community in activities and events to learn more about the heritage, improve wellbeing and 
develop skills. As a result, we expect that the local community will report that their area is a 
better place to live, work or visit.

We will have been successful in this by achieving the following outcomes:

 ● People will report that the restoration of the park’s heritage has had a positive impact on 
the local community

 ● People will report that improvements to the park have enhanced their quality of life

 ● People will report that the activities and events in the park has improved the community 
spirit where they live

 ● People will report that they have a greater sense of pride in their local community as a 
result of the project
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 ● People will report that the park feels safer, more welcoming and more accessible as a 
result of the project

10.6 THE LOCAL ECONOMY WILL BE BOOSTED

The ‘Love Our High Streets’ initiative (see section 3.5) sees the park as a prominent and vital 
part of the wider Kingswood High Street public realm and that the restoration of the park will 
add value to the High Street regeneration programme, attracting further footfall and boosting 
the local economy. Our outcome will therefore be:

 ● The ‘Love Our High Street’ initiative will report that the restoration of the park has 
contributed to the regeneration of Kingswood High Street and boosted the local 
economy

Other outcomes are as follows:

 ● Local businesses will report that they have benefitted from the investment in the park by 
gaining contracts to help restore and improve it

 ● Local businesses will report that footfall along the High Street has increased from more 
people visiting the park and that this has benefited them

 ● A new / existing local business will report that they have benefited from running the new 
refreshment facility in the park

10.7 HERITAGE WILL BE IN BETTER CONDITION

Our outcome is that people will report in user surveys that they are satisfied with the overall 
condition of the park and this has increased their enjoyment of it. We will determine whether 
we have been successful in this by evaluating the outcomes below.

 ● A Conservation Management Plan will be developed during the development phase and 
its recommendations will be implemented to improve the condition of the heritage

 ● The recommendations of an Ecological Survey carried out in 2021 will have been 
implemented during the delivery phase to enhance biodiversity, wildlife and habitats

 ● A climate change adaption plan will have been developed and measures taken to 
increase positive environmental impacts and reduce negative impacts with a target set 
for the park to become carbon neutral

 ● A new Management and Maintenance Plan will have been developed and park and 
operational staff will report that it is actively used to maintain the condition of the park to 
high Green Flag standards

 ● Annual applications will be submitted to Green Flag and the park will achieve a high level 
pass for a minimum of seven years

 ● A new tree management plan will have been developed with the community and 
volunteers will report that they have replaced trees over a phased period of time 
including care and maintenance

 ● The bandstand will be restored with a new roof and people will report in visitor surveys 
that this has improved their enjoyment of the park

 ● The amphitheatre will have been enhanced to make it more accessible to a wider range 
of people and include a canopy so that it can be used more, and people will report in 
visitor surveys that this has improved their enjoyment of the park
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 ● The public toilets will have been refurbished to high environmental standards and people 
will report their satisfaction with it in user surveys

 ● A ‘Changing Places’ facility will have been built in the refurbished toilet block and groups 
and settings supporting people with multiple disabilities will report they are using it 
regularly and their satisfaction with it.

 ● Perimeter and internal wall and railings will be repaired, gates and pillars will be restored 
and the cemetery boundary will have been enhanced with new fencing, planting and new 
access gate between the park / cemetery. As a result, people will report in user surveys 
that they are happy with the condition of the park

 ● Services for a new refreshment facility will have been provided and people will report in 
visitor surveys that this has improved their enjoyment of the park

 ● The park entrance along the High Street will have been enhanced to make it more 
prominent and welcoming and people will report their satisfaction with the park frontage

 ● The children’s play area will be redesigned and constructed and children and parents 
(including users with disabilities) will report their satisfaction with it in user surveys

 ● The accessibility of the park will have been significantly enhanced by provision of 
new disabled parking area, resurfaced paths, newly constructed paths, new seating 
and resting points, and components of the ‘access chain’ will be in place. South 
Gloucestershire Disability Action Group and other disabled users will report that the park 
is more accessible to a wider range of people in surveys

 ● The new ‘missing link’ footpath along the southern boundary of the park will have been 
installed and people will report that this has improved their enjoyment of the park and 
supported more walking and physical activity

 ● A programme of landscape and biodiversity enhancements that respects the 1930s 
‘municipal character’ will have been enacted and people will report their satisfaction with 
formal, and more natural sectors of the park

 ● A greater diversity of wildflowers, trees, birds, bats, insects and small mammals will 
be present in the park and trained volunteers carrying out surveys will report that 
biodiversity has improved.

 ● New wildflower areas will have been created and the wetland / wild play area will be 
used by groups, who report they are satisfied with it and use it more often

 ● New signage and a noticeboard will have been installed in the park and people will 
report that this helps them to find their way around and find out about events and 
activities

 ● A new polytunnel will have been installed on the adjacent Holy Trinity Churchyard / or 
within the park to support the ‘Growing Together / Branching Out’ activity and participants 
will report their satisfaction with it

 ● New recycling bins will have been installed and staff and volunteers will report they are 
creating their own compost for use in the park and that waste is being recycled

 ● A new drinking fountain and exercise equipment will have been installed in the park and 
people will report their satisfaction with it

 ● People will report that they are satisfied with the overall condition of the park in visitor 
surveys
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10.8 HERITAGE WILL BE IDENTIFIED AND BETTER EXPLAINED

The Outline Activity Plan (SD6b) includes a range of activities to better identify, record and 
explain the heritage. These were developed to address the needs identified during an 
extensive consultation with the local community and voluntary groups. Overall the activities 
engage a broad spectrum of the audience for the park however the activities are designed 
to engage different target beneficiary groups in ways that are appropriate to their needs, 
interests and learning styles. Outcomes are explained below:

Better identified:

 ● A survey of the heritage will have been carried out and a Conservation Management Plan 
developed which will explain what is special or significant about the Park and policies that 
should be adopted to preserve it

 ● Volunteers and participants taking part in the ‘Park My Memories’ oral history activity 
will report that they have recorded memories of the park and shared these with the 
community

 ● Volunteers and participants taking part in the ‘Celebrating Kingswood Heritage - 
Discovering Our Past’ activity will report they have researched the history of the park and 
its cultural and social significance, and shared their findings with the community

 ● Volunteers and participants taking part in the ‘Making Space for Nature’ activity will 
report they have taken part in bio blitz sessions to record the birds, bats, insects, small 
mammals, wildflowers and other species that are found there and shared their findings 
with the wider community

 ● Volunteers and participants taking part in the Heart Wood: Loving trees in Kingswood 
Park activity will report they have undertaken a tree survey and included the results in a 
tree management plan

Better explained:

 ● Friends Group and participants helping to develop an Interpretation and Signing Plan 
during the development phase will report that they are satisfied with it

 ● Interpretation panels (number to be determined) will have been researched and 
designed working with volunteers and target beneficiaries and installed in the park and 
people reading the panels will report that they better understand the heritage

 ● Entrance and internal signs will have been installed in the park and people reading them 
will report they know how to find, access and better understand the heritage

 ● Electronic media such as a smart phone app will have been developed by volunteers 
and Digitech Studio School Placements and people using it will report that they better 
understand the heritage

 ● A notice board will be installed in the park and regularly maintained by the Friends Group 
and people reading it will report that this provides better information on the heritage 
including volunteering, events and activities

 ● Other forms of interpretative media such as a heritage display, park leaflet, photography, 
video, person to person interpretation and performance will have been developed and 
volunteers, participants and people engaging with the interpretation will report they 
better understand the heritage

 ● A Friends of Kingswood Park website will have been designed and maintained by 
volunteers and this will contain information to explain the heritage; website users will 
report they better understand the heritage 115
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 ● A ‘Schools / Community Heritage Learning Resource’ will have been developed and 
schools and other groups using it will report that they better understand the heritage

 ● ‘Self-guided themed trails’ will have been developed (such as a heritage trail, tree trail, 
geocache / orienteering trail and smartphone media trail) and people and groups using 
them will report that they better understand the heritage

 ● A ‘Healthy Years Outdoor Play Learning Area’ will have been developed and pre-schools, 
schools and groups using it will report they better understand the natural heritage

 ● Readers of the ‘Park My Memories’ pdf publication and the outputs from the ‘Celebrating 
Kingswood Heritage - Discovering Our Past’ activity will report that they better 
understand the heritage

 ● A programme of community celebration and performance arts events will have been 
organised and delivered and participants will report that they have enjoyed themselves 
and better understand the heritage

10.9 PEOPLE WILL HAVE LEARNT ABOUT HERITAGE, LEADING TO CHANGE IN 
IDEAS AND ACTIONS

Our main learning outcome will be that participants, volunteers and visitors will report that 
they have improved their knowledge and understanding of the heritage leading to change in 
ideas and action.

Needs analysis and consultation work has been undertaken with a wide range of voluntary 
and community groups and professionals working in various sectors, including education and 
learning, heritage, green space management and health and wellbeing. This work identified 
the diverse audience for the park, detailed in section 7. Community and voluntary groups 
stressed that the different groups and target beneficiaries will have different interests and 
learning styles and engage with the heritage in different ways. We have therefore developed 
a range of learning activities with community and voluntary group input that focus on the 
needs of particular sectors of the audience. To be effective people benefiting from the 
learning will need to report what they have learnt about the heritage and the difference it has 
made to them in terms of a change of ideas and actions.

Our Outline Activities Plan (SD6b) sets out proposals for 28 activities and there is a column 
to highlight the 23 activities that engage people in learning about the heritage. The activities 
will be refined during the development phase to more clearly identify the target beneficiaries 
and learning styles that will be adopted, to make sure they are appropriate to the needs and 
interest of the particular audience sector. The activities that will engage people with learning 
about the heritage are as follows:
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 ● Heart Wood: Loving trees in Kingswood Park
 ● A Changing Climate
 ● Making Space for Nature
 ● Kingswood Park Web Site
 ● Entrance and Internal Signs
 ● Other Interpretative Media
 ● Schools / Community Heritage Learning Resource
 ● Creative Artwork Project
 ● Healthy Early Years Outdoor Play / Learning Area
 ● Self-Guided Themed Trails
 ● Park My Memories
 ● Celebrating Kingswood Heritage - Discovering Our Past
 ● Kingswood Park Apprentice
 ● Digitech Studio School Placements
 ● Growing Your Skills
 ● Greenskills / Practical Park Management Activities
 ● College Student Placement Support
 ● Other Training Opportunities
 ● Growing Together / Branching Out
 ● Friends of Kingswood Park - becoming more resilient
 ● A Welcoming Park for All
 ● Park Sparks: Kingswood Park Play and Youth Activities Programmes
 ● 'Fun in the Park: Community Celebration Events

Our learning activities focus on different audiences, for example the ‘Healthy Early Years 
Outdoor Play / Learning Area’ is focussed on pre-school while the ‘Schools / Community 
Heritage Learning Resource and ‘Park Sparks: Kingswood Park Play and Youth Activities 
Programmes’ is for children and young people. The ‘Park My Memories’ activity will be 
run as an intergenerational project and many of our other activities will appeal to different 
audiences, for example the smart phone app and media trail will be interesting for young 
people developing skills in this area whilst the ‘Celebrating Kingswood Heritage - Discovering 
Our Past’ activity may also be intergenerational.

An important aspect of our learning activities is the ability for participants from different 
backgrounds to share their learning with each other and the wider community and the 
outputs from different learning activities will all contribute to interpreting the heritage in 
different ways that appeal to different learning styles and audiences. As part of our evaluation 
work, we will determine whether people have been able to use the knowledge and 
understanding in their professional or social life, and whether it has led to further study and 
interest.
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11.  INCREASING POSITIVE 
AND REDUCING NEGATIVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Opportunities to create positive environmental impacts and reduce negative environmental 
impacts of the park will be taken. All works undertaken in Kingswood Park will comply with 
the Council’s Climate Change and Climate Emergency Strategies and its environmental 
policy. Protecting and enhancing the environment for future generations is a cross cutting 
value within the South Gloucestershire Community Strategy and is one of the core values that 
underpins all our work.

Climate Emergency Strategy:

In July 2019, the council declared a climate emergency and committed to become carbon 
neutral by 2030. Climate change is having a significant impact on the health of our 
ecosystems. The ecological emergency is embedded within and alongside the broad 
climate emergency agenda. Work across the area to tackle the climate emergency will 
involve working with residents, businesses, and partners across the area on reducing carbon 
emissions, building resilience to the local impacts of a changing climate, and restoring nature. 
Aims of the strategy are for South Gloucestershire to:

 ● Be carbon neutral by 2020
 ● Maximise local renewable energy generation
 ● Prepare for the local impacts of a changing climate
 ● Increase nature – better protect it and better connect it
 ● Plant trees by 2030 to double tree canopy cover

South Gloucestershire will provide a yearly action plan and report back each December with 
progress and proposals for the next year’s plan. Further details: 
 www.southglos.gov.uk/climatechange

Environmental Policy:

The objectives of the Council’s environmental policy are to:

 ● reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions
 ● reduce energy use
 ● increase development and use of renewable energy
 ● reduce transport emissions
 ● reduce waste and increase reuse and recycling
 ● use water efficiently, and sustainably manage the water environment
 ● use materials efficiently and procure materials and services from sustainable sources
 ● prevent pollution of land, water and air
 ● protect and enhance biodiversity
 ● use land wisely and conserve and enhance local environmental quality

To achieve this, we will:

 ● identify and address those aspects of our operations which result in the most significant 
environmental impacts

 ● agree environmental priorities and targets

 ● monitor and review the effectiveness of actions 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/climatechange
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 ● identify and comply with all environmental legislation and codes of practice relevant to 
our activities and services

 ● assess and take into account the environmental implications of all policies, practices and 
decisions

 ● take environmental impacts into account during procurement of goods and services

 ● procure timber and timber products from sustainable sources

 ● encourage our contractors to demonstrate their shared commitment to the delivery of our 
environmental objectives

 ● use our influence to inspire council staff and those who live and work in or visit South 
Gloucestershire to consider the environmental implications of their activities, and to take 
action to improve their local and wider environment

 ● publish and disseminate information about our environmental impacts, how we are 
managing them and our achievements

The Kingswood Park project will implement the following measures:

Energy:

 ● The refurbished toilet and ‘Changing Place’ will incorporate intelligent design to reduce 
the need for space heating, have a very high degree of insulation, LED lighting, and will 
significantly exceed standards required under current building regulations

 ● Renewable technologies (Solar PV and Solar hot-water) will be utilised to meet power 
demands for the toilets, refreshment facility and park maintenance operations, and export 
energy to the National Grid, contributing to decarbonisation of the grid

 ● Natural insulation materials will be used wherever possible. An efficient heating system 
will be installed (ground source / air source heat pump) in the refurbished toilets to 
reduce power consumed

 ● A green roof design for the toilets will be investigated

 ● Electric machinery will be supplied to support park operatives and the work of volunteers, 
funded separately by the Council’s wider decarbonisation initiatives

 ● The new refreshment facility will use LED lighting and maximise efficient use of energy

 ● A charging point for electric bikes (and mobility scooters) will be sited in the park

Water:

 ● Water usage within the park, toilets and refreshment facility will be reduced through water 
saving measures and devices (i.e. low flush automatic controls, waterless urinals etc)

 ● Rainwater harvesting systems will be installed, to provide grey water for toilet flushing, 
and watering planting areas

 ● A drinking fountain will be provided to reduce single use plastic use by visitors

 ● The park fulfils a sustainable urban drainage role within the area

 ● Planting using drought tolerant hardy perennials will reduce the need for watering
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Building materials / construction waste / maintenance materials:

 ● A system will be put in place to recover any materials that can be re-used in construction 
of the refurbished toilets and other capital works

 ● Locally sourced natural products will be used wherever possible (e.g. timber, insulation 
products, stone, paint and treatments)

 ● The use of peat will be eliminated on site and there will a reduction in the amount of 
pesticides, herbicides and wood preservatives used

 ● All paints, varnishes and other finishes used in the park will be natural-oil or water based

 ● Recycling and end of life disposal is a key consideration including materials chosen for 
resilience and repairability as well as impact of disposal at end of life

Landscape and biodiversity:

 ● Impacts upon biodiversity will be assessed through an ecological survey and this will 
consider best ways to mitigate the effects of construction and ongoing management of 
the park

 ● Landscapes and habitats will be enhanced to increase the connectivity of wildlife 
habits with adjacent green corridors such as the wildlife rich cemetery, allotments and 
residential gardens. Biodiversity will be enhanced by improving the wetland area, 
replanting diseased trees, planting bee friendly pollinating species, creating wildflower 
grassland areas and installing bird and bat boxes

 ● All paper, card and timber products used in the project will be sourced according to the 
council’s “What Wood You Choose?” timber pledge to the WWF

 ● Plants (including hardy perennials and plants suitable for pollinators) propagated in the 
community growing area will reduce delivery miles, eliminate use of peat, and improve 
biosecurity when sourcing plants

Visitor transport and maintenance operations vehicles:

Visitor surveys will create a baseline dataset for the number of visitors travelling by various 
means. We will aim to reduce the number of journeys in private vehicles by actively promoting 
sustainable travel options such as local bus routes, walking and cycling. The only dedicated 
parking spaces created will be for disabled visitors and the availability of low floor buses 
will be promoted to this group. An electric car charging point will be installed in the disabled 
parking space for use by disabled visitors and maintenance vehicles. An electric bike (and 
mobility scooter) charging point will be located in the park for use by visitors. The Council’s 
maintenance fleets, equipment and tools will be replaced with electric powered alternatives 
as part of the Council’s objectives to decarbonise by 2022/23.

Air Quality:

The High Street frontage of the park is part of the Kingswood Air Quality Management 
Area. Efforts to reduce the number of visits in private vehicles by park users and promote 
sustainable travel options will contribute towards wider Council initiatives to improve air 
quality along the road. A number of park trees are now showing decline as a result of 
disease, fungal decay and the impacts of soil compaction. Tree cover in the park will be 
maintained and enhanced through a tree management / replacement programme and this will 
help improve air quality and remove pollutants.



121

NLHF Project Ref: NL-21-00021 Kingswood Park Plan – May 2021
N

ATIO
N

A
L LO

TTERY H
ERITAG

E FU
N

D
 APPLICATIO

N

Waste:

 ● A waste management plan will be built into the site Management and Maintenance Plan 
to reduce the amount of waste currently going to landfill from the park bins. Information 
will be provided to park users about how they can reduce their waste to landfill

 ● New recycling bins will be installed throughout the park

 ● The refreshment facility / concession will source locally grown produce wherever 
possible to reduce the carbon footprint of its operations, it will also use recyclable / 
compostable packaging and minimise waste to landfill

 ● A green waste composting area will be installed and compost used to improve soil and 
shrub beds on site rather than bringing in from outside (funded separately to this bid)
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12. FINANCIAL SUMMARY
A summary of the resources required at development and delivery phases is set out below. 
Please refer to the full Projects Costs Spreadsheet document (SD1) for a detailed breakdown 
of capital and activity costs, and income.

Development Phase financial summary

Total development costs £149,587

Total development income £29,550

NLHF development grant requested £120,037

NLHF development grant % 80%

Development Phase financial summary

Total delivery costs £2,628,645

Total delivery income £549,160

NLHF delivery grant requested £2,079,485

NLHF delivery grant % 79%
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13. TIMETABLE
13.1 DEVELOPMENT PHASE TIMETABLE

Task Start date 
month

Start date 
year

End date 
month

End date 
year

Who will lead this task

Submit Development 
Application

May 2021 May 2021 South Gloucestershire 
Council (SGC)

Conservation Plan November 2021 May 2022 Development Officer (DO)

NLHF Permission to 
start

September 2021 September 2021 NLHF

Advertise Development 
Officer (DO) post

October 2021 October 2021 SGC

DO in post October 2021 December 2022 SGC

Advertise Activities 
Officer (AO) post

October 2021 October 2021 SGC

AO in post November 2021 November 2022 SGC

Form Development 
Phase Project Team

October 2021 December 2022 DO

Form Project Steering 
Group

October 2021 December 2022 DO

Interpretation and 
Signing Plan

October 2021 June 2022 Consultant

Undertake landscape 
design works

October 2021 August 2022 SGC Landscape Design 
Team

Develop Evaluation 
Plan

November 2021 November 2022 SGC

Activities Plan October 2021 October 2022 Activities Officer (AO)

Build Resilience of 
Friends of Kingswood 
Park (FOKP)

October 2021 December 2022 CVS

Refreshments Facility 
Business Plan

January 2022 August 2022 Consultant

Management and 
Maintenance Plan

January 2022 September 2022 SGC Landscape Design 
Team

Consultation stall for 
National Lottery players

October 2021 November 2022 FOKP

Develop Delivery Phase 
application

August 2022 December 2022 Development Phase Team

Submit match funding 
applications to other 
funding bodies

August 2022 December 2022 FOKP & DO

Submit Delivery Phase 
application

December 2022 December 2022 SGC
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13.2 DELIVERY PHASE TIMETABLE

Activity Start date 
month

Start date 
year

End date 
month

End date 
year

Who will lead this task

Submit delivery phase 
application

December 2022 December 2022 SGC

Decision from NLHF on 
delivery application

March 2023 March 2023 NLHF

NLHF permission to 
start

April 2023 April 2023 NLHF

Advertise Project 
Manager (PM) post

April 2023 April 2023 SGC

PM in post June 2023 June 2026 PM

Form delivery phase 
project team

June 2023 June 2026 PM

Form delivery phase 
steering group

June 2023 June 2026 PM

Advertise Activities 
Officer (AO) post

April 2023 April 2023 SGC

AO in post June 2023 June 2026 AO

Advertise Health & 
Wellbeing Activities 
(HWO) Officer post

April 2023 April 2023 SGC

HWO post in post June 2023 June 2026 PM

Deliver activities plan June 2023 June 2026 AO

Deliver health & 
wellbeing activities 
programme

June 2023 June 2026 HWO

Tender and let contract 
for refurbishment of 
park toilets

September 2023 June 2024 PM

Produce detailed 
proposals / tender 
and let contract for all 
landscape restoration 
works

September 2023 March 2026 Landscape Architects / 
PM

Develop new 
interpretation and 
signage

June 2024 June 2025 AO

Undertake evaluation 
work throughout 
project delivery phase

June 2023 June 2026 AO / SGC PRCT Team

Apply for Green Flag 
award

January 2026 June 2026 PM

Secure all match 
funding contributions

July 2023 March 2025 Friends OF Kingswood 
Park / PM
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Activity Start date 
month

Start date 
year

End date 
month

End date 
year

Who will lead this task

Complete NLHF 
monitoring and 
reporting / process 
grant claims and 
complete progress 
reports

June 2023 June 2026 PM

Final project evaluation 
report

May 2026 June 2026 SGC PRCT Team / AO
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14. RISK REGISTER
Project risks have been assessed to identify potential weaknesses within the project and 
to consider any potential threats to it from outside sources. Risk assessments have been 
prepared for the project development and delivery phases, and potentials risks once the 
NLHF project has been delivered. In addition, we are keenly aware of the risks that the 
Covid-19 Pandemic presents and have included an overarching risk assessment to cover both 
development and delivery phases.

14.1 COVID-19 RISK REGISTER

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

High / 
Medium / 
Low

High / 
Medium / 
Low

Development / Delivery 
Team impacted by / 
show symptoms of 
COVID-19

Medium High Follow Council staff risk 
guidance for recognised 
COVID-19 symptoms / 
follow Govt. guidance 
at https://www.gov.uk/
coronavirus

Project development / 
delivery team

Project Team staff leave 
as result of Covid-19 
illness

Low High Advertise posts quickly. 
Other staff cover 
workloads. Second staff

Development Officer 
(DO)/ Project Manager 
(PM)

Development / Delivery 
Team site safety and 
proximity to members 
of public resulting in 
risk of contracting 
Covid-19

Low High Covid-19 health check 
/ agreed safe site 
working practices 
/ Covid-19 control 
measures / team 
risk assessment 
to be agreed and 
reviewed throughout 
development/delivery 
phases to ensure all 
potential risks are 
mitigated as far as 
possible. Consider 
alternative methods of 
working where possible 
/ avoid busy times in 
the park. Monitor and 
review as necessary

DO/PM

Development / Delivery 
Board Team at risk of 
contracting Covid-19

Low High Instigate Covid-19 safe 
working practices / 
control measures (e.g. 
home working/on-line 
meetings) to ensure 
all potential risks are 
mitigated as far as 
possible. Monitor and 
review as necessary.

DO/PM

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

Concern by park 
users over potentially 
contracting Covid-19 
/ poor communication 
between project 
team, consultants and 
contractors, FOKP and 
community

Low Medium Steering Group 
meetings. DO/PM to 
oversee communication 
strategy to raise 
awareness of project 
/ project safety and 
adherence to strict 
Covid-19 safe working 
practices to public

DO/PM

Volunteers / 
participants at risk from 
contracting Covid-19

Medium High All events / activities 
to adhere to the SGC 
Safety Advisory Group 
'Advice for Event 
Organisers (Covid-19) 
' / guidance at https://
www.southglos.gov.uk/
community-and-living/
voluntary-organisations/
the-hive-home-of-the-
community-spaces-
network/

PM / Activities Officer 
(AO)

Friends of Kingswood 
Park (FOKP) volunteer 
support dwindles / 
reduced participation 
numbers from concerns 
over Covid-19

Low Medium FOKP resilience support 
provided throughout 
project development/
delivery phases to 
support numbers / 
provide reassurance 
that volunteering is 
Covid-safe

FOKP / PM / AO

Development 
Consultants: Site 
safety and proximity to 
members of public

Low High Covid-19 health 
check / site working 
practices / Covid-19 
control measures / 
risk assessment to 
be agreed at tender 
award stage to ensure 
all potential risks are 
mitigated as far as 
possible. Consider 
alternative methods of 
working where possible 
/ avoid busy times in 
the park. Monitor all 
contract work

DO / PM

Development 
consultant fails to 
complete contractual 
obligations due to 
Covid-19 concerns

Low Medium Covid-19 health 
check / site working 
practices / Covid-19 
control measures / risk 
assessment to be greed 
at tender award stage 
to ensure all potential 
risks are mitigated as 
far as possible. Monitor 
all contract work

DO / PM

https://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/voluntary-organisations/the-hive-home-of-the-community-spaces-network/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/voluntary-organisations/the-hive-home-of-the-community-spaces-network/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/voluntary-organisations/the-hive-home-of-the-community-spaces-network/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/voluntary-organisations/the-hive-home-of-the-community-spaces-network/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/voluntary-organisations/the-hive-home-of-the-community-spaces-network/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/voluntary-organisations/the-hive-home-of-the-community-spaces-network/
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/voluntary-organisations/the-hive-home-of-the-community-spaces-network/


128

NLHF Project Ref: NL-21-00021 Kingswood Park Plan – May 2021

N
ATIO

N
A

L LO
TTERY H

ERITAG
E FU

N
D

 APPLICATIO
N

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

Activities development 
work delayed due to 
on-going Covid-19 
restrictions

Medium High Use development 
phase contingency to 
offset any problems. 
Maintain communication 
with NLHF. Activities 
development work to 
allow for re-prioritising 
works in agreement 
with NLHF. Maintain 
good communications

AO

Activities participants 
deemed to be at 
greater risk of Covid-19

Medium High Full reassurance that 
activities planning and 
delivery fully adheres 
to all current COVID-19 
Govt. guidance at 
https://www.gov.uk/
coronavirus

AO

Activities participation 
target numbers low / 
public do not support 
the project

Low Medium Team to ensure all 
activities / engagement 
takes place in Covid-
secure setting to 
provide as high 
levels of safety and 
re-assurance for 
participants as possible. 
All activities adhere 
to Council Individual/
Group volunteering 
risk assessment during 
COVID-19 Restrictions 
2021 guidance. 
Re-scope project 
participant numbers 
with NLHF agreement

AO

Activities: Holy Trinity 
Church withdraws offer 
to use churchyard for 
growing area due to 
Covid concerns

Low Medium Full reassurance that 
establishment and 
management of growing 
area fully adheres to 
all current COVID-19 
Govt. guidance at 
https://www.gov.
uk/coronavirus. 
Contingency to use 
Orchard Road Allotment 
/ park site as fall back

AO

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

Capital Improvements: 
Contractors site safety 
and proximity to 
members of public and 
danger of contracting 
Covid-19

Low High Covid-19 health 
check / site working 
practices / Covid-19 
control measures / 
risk assessment to be 
agreed at tender award 
stage to ensure risks 
are mitigated as far as 
possible. Each work 
operation to generate 
its own risk profile and 
should be considered 
as an individual case; 
risk assessments should 
not be copied across. 
Monitor all contract 
work

PM/ DO

Capital improvement 
project finances - 
additional capital costs 
incurred as result of 
additional Covid safe 
site measures

Medium High Contingency costs built 
into budget to allow for 
extra costs arising from 
Covid-19 impacts

PM

Additional consultant 
/ development phase 
costs arising as a direct 
result of Covid-19 
impacts.

Medium Medium Additional 2.5% 
contingency at 
development phase to 
allow for any additional 
consultant/development 
costs arising from 
Covid-19 impacts.

PM / AO

Covid-19 safety 
requirements 
throughout 
development / delivery 
phase

Medium Medium Budget of £2k at 
development phase 
and £6k at delivery 
phase for provision 
of PPE, hand-washing 
stations, sanitising and 
hygiene products, social 
distancing signage 
and any associated 
temporary control 
measures

PM / AO

Covid-19 safety 
requirements impact 
on costs of activities 
delivery

Medium Medium Contingency costs 
increased to 15% for 
delivery of activities 
plan to allow for extra 
costs arising from 
Covid-19 impacts.

PM / AO

SGC delivery funding 
withdrawn by the 
Council as a result of 
further savings arising 
from Covid-19 impacts 
across StreetCare 
service area

Low high Capital / S106 funding 
confirmed May 2021

PM
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Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

Covid-19 pandemic 
impact on NLHF 
funding agreement / 
potential re-direction of 
NLHF resources

Low High Effective communication 
with NLHF. Project 
delivery plan to allow 
for re-prioritising works 
against and change 
by NLHF. All parties 
to maintain good 
communications

PM

Support from match 
funding grant providers 
withdrawn / delayed 
due to Covid-19

Low High Council to underwrite 
external grant funding 
contributions

PM

Covid-19 impact results 
in delay: development/
delivery phase not 
completed on time

Low Medium Steering Group / 
project team keep to 
timetable and review as 
appropriate. Steering 
Group to flag concerns / 
agree revised timetable 
with NLHF to ensure 
delivery

PM

Failure to deliver 
agreed grant conditions 
resulting from Covid-19 
impacts

Low High Ensure understand 
all consequences. 
Contingencies in place. 
Maintain communication 
with NLHF

PM

 
14.2 DEVELOPMENT PHASE RISK REGISTER

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

High / 
Medium / 
Low

High / 
Medium / 
Low

Poor communication 
between project team, 
consultants, Friends of 
Kingswood Park (FOKP) 
and community

Low Medium Steering Group 
meetings. DO to 
oversee communication 
strategy to raise 
awareness

Development Officer 
(DO)

In principle support 
from external grant 
providers not achieved

Medium Medium Secure confirmation 
from landfill tax 
providers. Council to 
underwrite external 
grant funding 
contributions

DO/ SGC

Public do not support 
the project

Low High DO / Steering Group 
to develop detailed 
proposals and 
communication strategy. 
FOKP raise community 
awareness

DO

FOKP contribution 
£1,000 not achieved

Low Low FOKP have already 
secured funding

FOKP
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Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

Match funding 
withdrawn by SGC

Low high Match funding 
contribution approved 
within Council budgets

Project Sponsor (PS)

SGC delivery funding 
withdrawn by SGC

Low high Capital / S106 funding 
confirmed May 2021

PS

Budget cuts lead to 
cancellation of project

Low High Project commitment 
secured from Leader of 
Council

PS and SGC Director

Poor financial 
management

Low High Corporate Finance 
team to ensure budget 
management

DO

Loss of support from 
FOKP

Low High Involvement of FOKP at 
all stages and inclusion 
on Steering Group

DO

Opposition by local 
community

Low Medium Effective communication 
with community. 
Communicate all 
proposals

DO

DO unable to complete 
project

Low Medium Share workload, 
ensure work streams 
documented, appoint 
new staff

PS

Activities Officer (AO) 
unable to complete 
project

Low Medium Share workload, 
ensure work streams 
documented, appoint 
new staff

PS

Project Team staff leave Low High Advertise posts quickly. 
Other staff cover 
workloads. Second staff

PS

Consultant fails to 
complete contractual 
obligations

Low Medium Tenders awarded 
following financial 
health checks. Monitor 
all contract work

DO

Development phase not 
completed

Low medium Steering Group / project 
team keep to timetable. 
Steering Group sign off 
key milestones

DO

Failure to deliver 
agreed grant conditions

Low High Ensure understand all 
consequences. Maintain 
communication with 
NLHF

DO

Impact of Covid-19 
pandemic on delivery of 
Development phase

High High See Section 14.1 
above for additional 
Covid-19 pandemic risk 
assessment

DO
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14.3 DELIVERY PHASE RISK REGISTER

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

High / 
Medium / 
Low

High / 
Medium / 
Low

Steering Group risk 
schedule / contingency 
in place

Low Medium Regular Project 
and Steering Group 
meetings

Project Manager (PM)

Lack of staff skills Low Medium Ensure PM and Activities 
officers (AO) have 
appropriate skills and 
experience

Project Sponsor (PS)

Insufficient consultant 
& contractor skills

Low Medium Ensure consultants / 
contractors are qualified 
and have suitable 
experience

PM

Discovery of 
unexpected 
contaminates / 
structures

Low Medium Environmental Health 
/ Heritage Teams 
consulted

PM

Unforeseen issues Low Medium Steering Group risk 
schedule / contingency 
in place

PM

Poor financial control 
leading to overspend

Low High Project Team to 
effectively control 
contractors and budgets 
with support from 
Finance Team

PM

Poor quality restoration 
of heritage

Low High Close control and 
monitoring of 
contractors, ensure 
correct quality specified 
in tender and work 
specifications

PM

Procurement does 
not follow adopted 
environmental 
standards

Low Medium Close monitoring of 
contractors, quality 
specified in tender and 
specifications

PM & Project Team

Friends of Kingswood 
Park (FOKP) 
contributions not 
achieved

Low Medium FOKP review their 
funding strategy and 
seek additional funding

FOKP

Council budget cuts 
lead to cancellation of 
project

Low High Commitment to the 
project by Council 
leader

PS & Council Leader

PM, AOs, Project Team 
unable to complete 
project

Low Medium Share workload across 
Community Spaces 
Team. Re-appoint staff

PS

Delivery phase not 
completed on time

Low medium Steering Group sign off 
key milestones, monitor 
against timetable

Project Team
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Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

Contractor do not 
complete contractual 
obligations

Low Medium Contracts require 
financial health checks. 
Monitor all contract 
work

PM

Failure to deliver on 
agreed terms of grant 
conditions

Low High Ensure all involved 
fully understand 
consequences

PM

Risk of on-site 
accidents

Low Medium CDM and all health 
& safety procedures 
followed, including 
risk assessment 
for volunteers and 
participants

PM

Insufficient activities 
participants

Low Medium Review communication, 
publicity and marketing 
plans

Activities Officer (AO)

Outcomes not achieved 
for activities

Low Medium Evaluation / lessons 
learnt inform delivery of 
activities

AO

Insufficient volunteers 
to help manage park

Low Medium Review volunteer 
recruitment strategy. 
Strengthen recruitment 
and retention

AO

Risks to young people Low Medium Staff DBS checked and 
follow safeguarding 
procedures

AO

Impact of Covid-19 
pandemic on delivery of 
Delivery phase

Medium High See Section 14.1 
above for full Covid-19 
pandemic risk 
assessment

DO

 
14.4 RISKS FACING THE PROJECT AFTER IT HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND HOW 
THEY WILL BE MANAGED

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

High / 
Medium / 
Low

High / 
Medium / 
Low

Failure to achieve 
Green Flag award

Low Medium Act on advice from 
Green Flag assessor 
and implement 
improvements as 
required

Council Community 
Spaces Team (CST)

Refreshments 
concession does not 
generate income as 
projected in Business 
Plan

Low Medium Review lease 
concession and 
Business Plan. Seek 
opportunities for 
increasing income 
developed

CST
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Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

Volunteer input into 
maintenance of the 
park not sustained

Medium Medium Procedures for 
the recruitment 
of volunteers 
reviewed with South 
Gloucestershire CVS 
to ensure a rewarding 
experience and 
improvements are made

CST

Access for all 
improvements 
throughout park not 
maintained

Low High Council to monitor and 
maintain access for all 
improvements. Training 
to be provided where 
skills development is 
required.

CST

Friends of Kingswood 
Park Group (FOKP) 
disintegrates

Low High Close partnership 
working and good 
communication with 
Friends Group. CST staff 
attend Friends Group, 
CVS support through 
activities plan to build 
long term volunteer 
base for group

CST

Skill sets of Friends 
Group volunteers 
declines

Medium Medium Council to support 
continued training and 
skills development for 
Friends Group

CST

Management and 
Maintenance Plan not 
implemented

Low Medium Council to implement 
Management and 
Maintenance Plan with 
regular annual review 
and Green Flag award 
sustained.

Grounds Maintenance 
Manager

Partnership work with 
Holy Trinity Church 
ends / access to 
graveyard from park 
and growing area 
closed

Low Medium CST to work with 
Church / Friends 
groups / community 
groups to ensure good 
communication / access 
maintained / benefits 
for biodiversity and 
growing area sustained

CST

Long term maintenance 
of toilets not sustained 
by Council

Low High Council to ensure 
building maintenance 
budget is sustained

Council Cleansing 
Manager

Project learning 
resources are not 
shared with the 
community

Low Medium All learning resources 
maintained and 
available online. Web 
pages maintained and 
updated by the Friends 
Group & Council

CST and FOKP
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Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigation Who will lead on this

Health and physical 
activity programmes 
cease

Medium Medium Council Walk to 
Health and 'One You' 
integrated healthy 
lifestyle service 
practitioners and 
support groups will 
continue to deliver / 
ensure support and 
training for volunteers 
to run physical and 
wellbeing activities in 
the park

Council One You Team 
/ health & wellbeing 
officers

Incidents of anti-social 
behaviour increase in 
the park

Low High Safer and Stronger 
Communities Strategic 
Partnership work with 
Police and Friends 
Group to address any 
rises in anti-social 
behaviour

CST

Park user numbers 
/ people involved in 
heritage fall despite 
improvements

Low Medium Council/Friends group 
to raise awareness of 
park as high-quality 
green space across 
community. Maintain 
counters for accurate 
information.

CST / FOKP

Parking for disabled 
people abused by other 
users

Low Medium Clear signage and 
enforcement taken

SGC Parking 
enforcement

Failure to improve 
recycling / composting

Low Medium Agree waste 
management service 
provision with Council 
waste and cleansing 
service and maintain

CST / Cleansing 
Manager

Impact of Covid-19 
pandemic on park 
management & 
maintenance after 
NLHF delivery 
completed

Medium Medium Council has clear 
Covid-19 management 
processes in place to 
respond to any further 
pandemic outbreak

Council teams
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15. EVALUATION
An Evaluation Plan will be prepared during the development phase by the Council’s 
Performance, Research and Consultation Team (PRCT) working with the Development 
Team and beneficiaries. PRCT has significant expertise in evaluation and will construct an 
evaluation framework that monitors NLHF requirements and outcomes and assesses impacts 
on beneficiaries, community, economy and our organisation. This will involve beneficiaries in 
determining key questions to evaluate, how they will be measured and how the findings will 
be shared with others.

The Evaluation Plan will set out our project outcomes (as above), indicators, methods / tools, 
gaps and links to other plans. Development phase work will set a baseline against which 
outcomes are measured identifying information already held and gaps where surveys and 
other work is required. It will set out appropriate methods to gather data and evidence 
including focus groups, creative approaches, targeted questionnaire / annual user surveys, 
footfall and observational surveys, feedback cards, crime statistics and condition surveys, and 
liaison with target beneficiary groups. It will look beyond numerical indicators and explore 
the wider impacts particularly for health and wellbeing outcomes and how these can be 
sustained beyond the life of the project. A key outcome is to demonstrate that more, and a 
wider range of people visit Kingswood Park and how this makes a difference to their lives.

Briefs prepared for the Conservation Management, Interpretation and Signing, Activities, 
Ecological, Business, and Management and Maintenance Plans all contain requirements to 
ensure relevant targets, indicators and indicator levels are set to help evaluate the success of 
the project.

A budget of £78,000 (3% of delivery budget value) is allocated to fund evaluation. This 
allows for data collection, surveys and report writing by PRCT and the potential use of 
external consultants. Results will be disseminated via an annual report and discussed with 
beneficiaries to identify what has / has not worked effectively, learn and make changes. 
During the last three months of the project a final project evaluation report will be shared with 
NLHF and all beneficiary groups, partners, funders and stakeholders.
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16. CONCLUSION
This plan provides a review of local community needs and sets out how a project to restore 
and enhance the heritage of Kingswood Park will help to meet these and achieve a range 
of priorities set out in a number of strategic plans and Council policies. It also assesses 
the impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic which saw greater numbers of people using the park 
for recreation and exercise during lockdowns and social distancing and this serves as an 
important reminder of the value of the park to the local community.

It presents the results of a comprehensive and wide-ranging consultation with the local 
community and voluntary groups, and professional officers in a variety of fields including 
green space and heritage management, biodiversity and sustainability, education and 
learning, health and wellbeing, youth services, policing and community safety, and planning 
and economic regeneration.

It also explains the ‘Love Our High Streets’ initiative and the vital role of Kingswood Park in the 
regeneration of Kingswood through its central place in the ‘civic quarter’ and the subsequent 
economic boost that investment in the park will bring to the local community and businesses.

The report describes and analyses the results of various surveys that have been undertaken 
to develop an audience profile for Kingswood Park, and to provide answers to the following 
questions:

 ● How the local Kingswood community and key user groups value the park, why they go 
there, and what improvements they would like to see?

 ● Why some sections of the community do not use the park, what are the barriers faced, 
and what would make them more likely to use the park in future?

 ● How the community used and valued the park during the Covid-19 Pandemic and barriers 
/ priorities arising from this

 ● The heritage significance of the park within a local context and its role as one of the only 
significant areas of green space

 ● What proposals should be taken forward to restore and enhance the park, ensuring that 
its heritage is better managed, in better condition and able to enhance biodiversity and 
wildlife and strengthen green corridors between the park and adjacent areas?

 ● How the park can become more resilient and adapt to future climate change

 ● The need for a new refreshment facility / cafe and refurbished toilets to ‘Changing Places’ 
standard.

 ● Ideas for events, activities and projects that will meet the needs of the local community 
and target beneficiaries, that will bring the community together and reduce social 
isolation, promote health and wellbeing and help achieve NLHF outcomes.

The research clearly demonstrates that there is an urgent need to restore and enhance the 
heritage of Kingswood Park and that there is overwhelming support for this amongst the local 
community, as well as strong support for a new refreshment facility. The level of support for 
the project grew during the Covid-19

Pandemic with 90% of people stating that the park is important to their wellbeing and quality 
of life.

The Covid-19 Pandemic has led to increased use of the park but also feelings of social 
isolation and not being part of the community.  
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This plan identifies inclusive activities and events that will help to improve community spirit 
and pride as the area strives to recover from the pandemic.

Our consultation work highlights that the community desperately wants investment in the 
park. Kingswood is a working-class community that has always struggled financially and fits 
the profile to have high numbers of National Lottery players. Although the park does not 
constitute heritage that is significant at a national or regional level it is hugely important to the 
local area and its social and cultural heritage. Its local value is magnified by the fact that there 
is little alternative heritage in the area that is publicly accessible, and that people living there 
have the lowest level of access to informal recreational space in South Gloucestershire.

The results of the research and consultation work has been used to develop an outline 
audience profile and a range of ideas for activities and events that will help to address local 
community needs and contribute to achieving NLHF outcomes. Subject to development 
phase approval, further work will be required to develop these proposals into a full Activities 
Plan, and identify any additional needs and responses to the Covid-19 Pandemic.

The project will provide an excellent opportunity to increase positive and reduce negative 
environmental impacts. It will do this by focussing on key areas such as energy, water, 
materials, landscape, biodiversity, transport and waste. It will also implement a climate change 
adaption plan with a target set for the park to become carbon neutral.

At the development phase our total costs are £149,587 with a request to NLHF for £120,037 
(80%). At the delivery phase our total costs are £2,628,645 with a request to NLHF for 
£2,079,485 (79%). Our activities budget (staffing + activities programme) amounts to 
£624,280, which is 23.7% of total project value. Our capital spend is £1,407,500 with 50.05% 
allocated to spend on restoring / enhancing heritage, 28.07% on providing access to a wider 
range of people and 21.88% on amenity enhancements (which will also attract a wider range 
of people).

The information contained in this plan provides compelling evidence of the need for a project 
to restore and enhance Kingswood Park and the information has been used complete our 
development phase application. The project will form an important component of community 
wide efforts to recover from the Covid-19 Pandemic.
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APPENDIX 1: 
KINGSWOOD PRIORITY 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PROXY 
INDICATOR PROFILE: DEC. 2013



 

Corporate Research and Consultation Team

KINGSWOOD PRIORITY NEIGHBOURHOOD  
PROXY INDICATOR PROFILE – DECEMBER 2013 

 

About this profile 
 

This profile presents a range of proxy indicators of deprivation for the Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood.  For each 
indicator, comparisons are made between the priority neighbourhood and the relevant South Gloucestershire and, where 
possible, national averages.   
 

Data availability and definitional differences makes reporting indicators at priority neighbourhood level difficult.  The data 
presented in this report is the most up to date available information at the time of publication.  To enable comparison 
over-time, data is presented from a 2008 baseline where possible.   
 

Care should be taken when interpreting the data at priority neighbourhood level due to the fact that small numbers are 
often involved.   
 
 
 

The Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood 
 

The Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood is the largest of South Gloucestershire’s six priority neighbourhoods, comprising 
nine Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs)*:   

 
 

LSOA code LSOA name 

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road / Cecil Road area, Woodstock Ward  
E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road / Britannia Road, Woodstock Ward 

E01014958 
New Cheltenham - Lees Hill / Frys Hill / High View Road area, Rodway  (68%) / 
Kings Chase (32%) Wards  

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area, Kings Chase Ward 
E01014927 Area north of High Street around the Council Offices, Kings Chase Ward 
E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area, Kings Chase Ward 
E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School, Kings Chase Ward 
E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road / Kingsholme Road area, Kings Chase Ward 
E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road, Kings Chase Ward 

 
*LSOA – Lower Super Output Area – a small geographical area with an average resident population of 1,500. 
South Gloucestershire is divided into 165 LSOAs.   

 



Population and Households 
 

The population of the priority neighbourhood is estimated to be 14,800 (mid-year 2012).  The area has a higher proportion 
of older residents (18.2%) and a lower proportion of working age people (62.9%) than the South Gloucestershire average.   
 

According to the 2011 Census, in March 2011, there were 6,562 dwellings in the priority neighbourhood.   
 
 

 

Source: Population - ONS SAPE mid-year 2012.  Households – Valuation Office , 2001 2011 (via ONS Ness) 
 

 
 
. 

Part 1:  Employment and Income 
 

Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) Claimant Count  
About this indicator:  The monthly claimant count is not the official unemployment rate, but it provides the most detailed 
and regularly updated source of unemployment data at local level.  
 

To enable comparison between geographical areas it is necessary to use ‘rates’.  However, as rates are not published at 
LSOA level they have been calculated from the rounded data using the relevant base population (derived from the 
relevant ONS mid-year population estimate – revised in light of the 2011 Census).  The rates shown in the following 
section therefore are not official figures but provide an indication of direction of travel.  
 

Total Jobseeker’s Allowance Claimants 
 
In September 2013, 329 people living within the 
Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood were claiming 
Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA), which equates to 3.5% 
of the working age population.  The line graph shows 
that in September 2013, the claimant rate in the 
Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood was above both 
the South Gloucestershire and national averages 
(1.7% and 3.1% respectively.  
 
Between September 2008 and September 2013, the 
number of residents claiming JSA has fluctuated. 
However, since the baseline, there has been an 
overall increase of 143 claimants. This equates to a 
77% increase, which is considerably higher than the 
increase experienced nationally (+37%) and 
marginally above the increase experienced at the 
district level (+72%). However, over the last year 
(Sept 2012 to Sept 2013) there has been a 20% fall 
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in the number of JSA claimants within the Kingswood 
PN. This trend has also been experienced nationally 
(-15%) and at the district level (-21%). 
 
The Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood comprises 
nine LSOAs.  Analysis of the JSA data at this 
geographical level shows considerable variation, but 
in September 2013, all nine LSOAs in the Priority 
Neighbourhood had a JSA claimant rate above the 
district average (1.7%):  

 E01014927 (Area north of High Street) (4.9%) 
and E01014924 (Downend Road / Worcester 
Road area) (4.8%)  had the highest claimant 
rates in the priority neighbourhood - almost three 
times the district average 

 E01014925 (Area around Kingsfield School) had 
the lowest claimant rate (2.4% - 22 claimants) 

JSA Claimant Rate - Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood
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Young JSA Claimants (aged 18-24)  

Young JSA Claimants: Kingswood PN
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In September 2013, there were approximately 110 
‘young’ JSA claimants living in the priority 
neighbourhood (aged 18-24) which equates to 
approximately 8.4% of relevant resident population 
(i.e. those aged 18-24).  The Claimant rate for young 
people in the priority neighbourhood is considerably 
higher than both the national (5.8%) and district 
(3.9%) averages.  
 
In Sept. 2013, the number of young claimants (110) 
was about 40 higher (+57%) than it was in Sept 2008 
(70).  This is a higher rate of increase than was 
experienced nationally (+15%) but it is broadly 
consistent with the rate of increase experienced at the 
district level (+62%). 
 
Since the 2008 baseline, the number of claimants 
within the PN has fluctuated, reaching a peak in Sept. 
2011 (150), before falling again.  Over the past year 
(Sept. 2012-Sept 2013), the number of young 
claimants within the PN has fallen by about 19%.  This 
is lower than the reduction experienced at the district 
level (-26%) and on a par with the national rate of 
change (-21%). 
 
Care should be taken when interpreting the data at 
priority neighbourhood level due to the fact that small 
numbers are often involved which can distort rates of 
change; an apparent increase or decrease over time 
might not be as considerable as it might appear.   
 
With approximately 25 claimants (16.6%) E01014927 
(Area north of High Street) and with approximately 20 
claimants E01014924 (Downend Road / Worcester 
Road area) (12.5%) - these LSOAs had the highest 
rates of 18-24 year old JSA claimants in the whole of 
the district.   
 
Caveat:  To prevent the disclosure of confidential 
information this dataset is rounded the nearest 5, at 
source.  Therefore, when these figures are 
aggregated to calculate the priority neighbourhood 
total they may over or under represent the true value. 
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Long Term JSA Claimants (residents claiming for over one year) 
Long-term claimants: Kingswood PN
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The bar graph shows that in September 2013, there 
were approximately 85 long-term JSA claimants living 
in the priority neighbourhood. 
 
At approximately 0.9% of the working age population, 
the long-term claimant rate in Kingswood was 
marginally lower than the national rate (1.0%) and more 
than twice the South Gloucestershire average (0.4%). 
 
Since September 2008, the long term claimant rate has 
fluctuated. Since the Sept 2008 baseline the number of 
claimants has increased by 467%, which is higher than 
the rate experienced nationally (+296%), but lower than 
the  increase experienced at the district level (+677%).  
However, care should be taken when interpreting the 
data at priority neighbourhood level due to the fact that 
small numbers are often involved which can distort 
rates of change; an apparent increase or decrease over 
time might not be as considerable as it might appear.   
 
Caveat:  It is important to note that to prevent the 
disclosure of confidential information this dataset is 
rounded at source.  Therefore when rounded data is 
aggregated to calculate the priority neighbourhood 
total, the aggregated counts may over or under 
represent the true value. 
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Source:  JSA Claimant Count (www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown Copyright 2013 

 

 



Claimants of key out-of-work benefits  
 

About this indicator: The key benefits which comprise this ‘client group’ indicator are: Carer’s Allowance; Disability 
Living Allowance; Incapacity Benefit/Severe Disablement Allowance; Income Support; Jobseeker’s Allowance; Pension 
Credit; and Widow’s Benefit.   The main advantage of using this client group dataset is that the double counting of 
claimants of multiple benefits has been removed which provides a more accurate picture of benefit claiming and 
worklessness at a small area level.  

 

 
In May 2013, 1,240 residents in the Kingswood 
Priority Neighbourhood were claiming key out-of-
work benefits. This is lower than the number 
recorded in the previous year (1,285) but above 
that recorded in the 2008 baseline year (1,050). 
However, over the last year there has been a 
reduction in the number of claimants on these 
benefits (-6.0%).  
 
The line graph shows that in May 2013, 13.3% of 
the working age population were claiming key 
out-of-work benefits, which was above both the 
district (6.6%) and national (10.9%) averages.   
 
 
Caveat: To prevent the disclosure of confidential 
information this dataset is rounded the nearest 5, 
at source.  Therefore when rounded data is 
aggregated to calculate the priority 
neighbourhood total, the aggregated counts may 
over or under represent the true value. 
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Source: benefit claimants - working age client group (via Nomis) 
 



 

Part 2:  Educational attainment and training (resident pupils) 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile:  Pupils achieving a good level of 
development. 
 

About this indicator:  The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) is the statutory assessment requirement for 
children who are reaching the end of the Foundation Stage – typically 5 year old pupils.  A ‘good’ level of development is 
defined as pupils scoring 6 or more points across all 7 assessment scales of Personal, Social and Emotional 
development (PSE) and Communication, Language and Literacy areas of learning (CLL) and scoring 78 or more points 
across all scales of the EYFSP. 
 

 
In 2011/12, 66% of Early Years Foundation 
Stage Profile (EYSFP) pupils living in the 
Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood achieved a 
‘good’ level of development.  This is very 
slightly down on the rate achieved in previous 
year, although not (statistically) significantly so.  
The achievement rate of children living in the 
PN is lower than the local authority average 
(70%), but slightly higher than the comparable 
national average (64%).  However, the PN rate 
is not statistically different to the overall 
comparable local or national rates.   
 

 

 
 

Source: Early Years Foundation Stage Profile by Gender in England (Referenced by Location of Pupil Residence), Office for National Statistics, 
Neighbourhood Statistics: http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/ 

 
GCSE and equivalent results for Young People:  Average capped GCSE and 
equivalent point score per pupil at the end of Key Stage 4 
 

About this dataset:  It measures the attainment of Key Stage 4 pupils resident within the priority neighbourhood.  The 
output measure for each pupil is capped at the pupil's best eight GCSE (and equivalent) qualifications. 

 

 
In 2011/12, the average capped GCSE and 
equivalent points at the end of Key Stage 4 for 
pupils living in the Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood was 332.9 points, which is 
slightly lower than the local and national 
averages (343.5 and 343.3 points respectively).  
The graph illustrates that the level of overall 
attainment for residents in the PN has seen a 
sustained improvement between 2007/08 and 
2011/12, with a particularly strong improvement 
over the last year shown, i.e. between 2010/11 
and 2011/12. 

 
 

Source: GCSE and Equivalent Results for Young People by Gender in England (Referenced by Location of Pupil Residence), ONS Neighbourhood 
Statistics: http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/ 
 



Unauthorised absence from school 
 

About this dataset:  It provides information about the absence of day pupils of compulsory school age (5-15 at the start 
of the school year) in maintained primary schools, maintained secondary schools, City Technology Colleges, Academies 
and maintained and non-maintained special schools.  A pupil session covers either a morning or afternoon session when 
a pupil can be in school. Each of the sessions is initiated by the calling of an attendance register.  
 
 
 

 
During the academic year 2011/12, the 
average unauthorised absence rate for pupils 
living in the Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood 
area was 1.0% - the same as the comparable 
national rate and slightly higher than the 
comparable local authority rate (0.8%).  The 
graph illustrates that the unauthorised absence 
rate for the PN has fallen slightly since the 
baseline in 2007/08, whilst the comparable 
local and national rates have remained broadly 
level. 

 
Source: Pupil Absence in Schools by Ethnic Group, Referenced by Location of Pupil Residence, Office for National Statistics via Neighbourhood 
Statistics.  Percentages relate to the combined weighted average of LSOA rates of unauthorised absence. 

 

Not in Employment, Education or Training (NEET)  
 

About the Indicator: It represents the percentage of post-compulsory education aged 16 to 18 year olds resident in 
South Gloucestershire not in employment, education or training.   
 

Unfortunately we are unable to provide updated 
figures for NEET in South Gloucestershire due to the 
impact of the transfer of both this function and data 
from Learning Partnership West (LPW) to the Council 
from April 2013.  A new database is currently being 
developed and reports will follow as soon as 
possible.  The following position was reported last 
year:  
 
In March 2012, 7.3% of the relevant resident 
population of the priority neighbourhood were NEET, 
which is higher than the South Gloucestershire 
average (4.8%).   
 
The proportion of NEETs has fluctuated in recent 
years.  The graph suggests that the proportion of 
NEET residents in the priority neighbourhood has 
decreased from the 2008 baseline, in comparison to 
an increase at the district level.  However, there are 
wide confidence intervals associated with this data at 
priority neighbourhood level therefore the apparent 
changes are not statistically significant.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Connexions and South Gloucestershire Councils Children and Young People Department 
Note: The figures in this indicator may differ from the official figures published elsewhere because different denominators, definitions and reporting 
periods are used.   

 



 

Part 3:  Crime 
 

 
 

Part 4:  Health 
 

Premature all cause mortality 
This indicator measures the level of deaths of those 
under the age of 75yrs from all causes, whilst taking 
the different age structures of the areas into account.  
Analysis of the data over the most recent three-year 
rolling period (20010-12) shows that the premature 
mortality rate in this priority neighbourhood is 
significantly higher than the district average. This has 
remained so for the last three time periods of 
investigation.   
 
The most recently available data for this indicator at 
the national (England) level covers the period 2008-
10, where the premature all cause mortality rate for 
England was 280.7 deaths per 100,000 population. 
However, as the national figure uses pre census 
population estimates – which are known to be 
inaccurate – it is not possible to directly compare 
them with the rates produced for this report and 
therefore, the national rates should be treated as an 
indicative comparative guide only.    
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Source:  ONS and PCMD mortality databases and ONS mid year population quinary estimates by LSOA (2008 to 2012) For the national figure - Health 
and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) 
 

Premature Malignant Cancer Mortality 
Cancer remains the greatest cause of premature 
death in South Gloucestershire.  The graph shows 
that for the period 2010-12, the premature mortality 
rate from cancer in the Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood (116.8 deaths per 100,000 
population) was higher than the South 
Gloucestershire average (93.4 deaths per 100,000 
population), however this difference is not statistically 
significant. The rate has fluctuated over the time 
periods shown but has remained higher than the 
district average, however this not significant due to 
the small numbers involved 
 
The most recently available data for this indicator at 
the national (England) level covers the period 2009-
11, where the premature mortality rate for cancer in 
England was 108.1 deaths per 100,000 population. 
However, as the national figure uses pre census 
population estimates – which are known to be 
inaccurate – it is not possible to directly compare 
them with the rates produced for this report and 
therefore, the national rates should be treated as an 
indicative comparative guide only.   
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Source:  ONS and PCMD mortality databases and ONS mid year population quinary estimates by LSOA (2008 to 2012). For the national figure – Public 
Health Outcomes Framework:  Public Health England 

Unfortunately we are currently unable to provide an update on crime levels in the Priority 
Neighbourhoods. The previous analysis was carried out using data provided on the ‘ASPIRE’ 

data repository system; however due to technical difficulties data is no longer available via this 
route. An alternative solution for providing the data is being sought but has not yet been found, 
therefore we will continue to be unable to provide any updated information until further notice.  



Premature Circulatory Disease Mortality 
Circulatory diseases, which include coronary 
heart disease and stroke are the second greatest 
cause of premature death in South 
Gloucestershire.   The graph shows that for the 
period 2010-12 the premature mortality rate from 
cardiovascular disease in the Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood (65.2 deaths per 100,000 
population) was higher than the South 
Gloucestershire average (42.3 per 100,000 
population). Although the rate of premature 
mortality due to cardiovascular diseases in 
Kingswood is higher than the district average, it 
has shown declines in the most recent time 
periods shown so that it is no longer significantly 
higher. 
 
The most recently available data for this indicator 
at the national (England) level covers the period 
2009-11, where the premature mortality rate from 
cardiovascular disease in England was 40.6 
deaths per 100,000 population. However, as the 
national figure uses pre census population 
estimates – which are known to be inaccurate – it 
is not possible to directly compare them with the 
rates produced for this report and therefore, the 
national rates should be treated as an indicative 
comparative guide only.    
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Source:  ONS and PCMD mortality databases and ONS mid year population quinary estimates by LSOA (2008 to 2012). For the national figure – Public 
Health Outcomes Framework:  Public Health England 
 

Smoking at Time of Delivery 
 
In the three year period Jan 2010-Dec 2012, 
18.9% of new mothers living in the Kingswood 
Priority Neighbourhood smoked at the time of 
delivery.  This is significantly above the South 
Gloucestershire average for the same period 
(10.6%).   The graph suggests that the proportion 
of mothers who smoked at the time of delivery 
has increased since 2008-10, but these changes 
are not statistically significant. It is also worth 
noting that the coverage of recording smoking 
status has increased in South Gloucestershire 
during this time with fewer unknowns to mitigate 
the smoking rate. 
 
The available data for the national (England) 
average covers the period 2011-12, where 13.2% 
of mothers smoked at the time of delivery.  
However, as this data is drawn from different time 
frames it is not directly comparable and therefore, 
this comparison should be treated as an 
indicative guide only.    
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Source: STORK / Euroking Database extract, all deliveries in UHBT & NBT hospitals 01/01/2008 - 31/12/2012 - and for the national figure – Public 
Health Outcomes Framework:  Public Health England 

 



Breastfeeding initiation 
 
In the three year period Jan 2010-Dec 2012, 
68.2% of new mothers living in the Kingswood 
Priority Neighbourhood initiated breastfeeding at 
birth.  This is significantly lower than the South 
Gloucestershire average for the same period 
(74.2%).   The graph suggests that the proportion 
of mothers who initiated breastfeeding has 
decreased since 2008-10, but this change is not 
statistically significant. 
 
The available data for the national (England) 
average covers the period 2011-12, where 74.0% 
of new mothers initiated breastfeeding at birth.  
However, as this data is drawn from different time 
frames it is not directly comparable and therefore, 
this comparison should be treated as an 
indicative guide only.    
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Source: STORK / Euroking Database extract, all deliveries in UHBT & NBT hospitals 01/01/2008 - 31/12/2012 - and for the national figure – Public 
Health Outcomes Framework:  Public Health England 

 
Breastfeeding at 6-8 weeks 
 
In the three year period Jan 2010-Dec 2012, 
36.0% of new mothers living in the Kingswood 
Priority Neighbourhood were breastfeeding at 
their 6-8 week check.  This is significantly lower 
than the South Gloucestershire average for the 
same period (42.4%). The graph suggests that 
the proportion of mothers who were 
breastfeeding at 6-8 weeks has increased 
gradually since 2008-10, but this increase is not 
statistically significant. 
 
The available data for the national (England) 
average covers the period 2011-12, where 
47.2% of new mothers were breastfeeding at 
their 6-8 week check.  However, as this data is 
drawn from different time frames it is not directly 
comparable and therefore, this comparison 
should be treated as an indicative guide only.    
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Source: Child Health Database, all children born 01/01/2008 - 31/12/2012 - and for the national figure – Public Health Outcomes Framework:  Public 
Health England 
 

Caveats:   
To demonstrate the differences which exist within the Priority Neighbourhood, where possible, data is presented for the 
highest and lowest ‘performing’ LSOAs within the Priority Neighbourhood.  However, care should be taken when 
interpreting the data at this geographical level due to the small numbers often associated LSOA level data. 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer:  This report has been prepared by South 
Gloucestershire Council’s Corporate Research and 
Consultation Team, with all reasonable skill, care and 
diligence.  We accept no responsibility of any nature to any 
third parties to whom this profile, or any part thereof is 
made known.  Any such party relies on the report at their 
own risk. 
 

For further information contact:  
The Corporate Research and Consultation Team:  
01454 863990 / 01454 863862, email 
research@southglos.gov.uk   

. 
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Introduction
This report presents summary analysis of the English Indices of Deprivation (ID2019) for the priority neighbourhoods (PNs) in South Gloucestershire. It 
supplements the overarching report of the ID2019 for South Gloucestershire.

The ID2019 provide a set of relative measures of deprivation for small areas (Lower Super Output Areas) based on seven different domains of
deprivation  These domains are then combined to create an overall LSOA level Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD).  The seven domains are:

• Income deprivation

• Employment deprivation 

• Education, skills and training deprivation 

• Health deprivation and disability 

• Crime deprivation

• Barriers to housing and services deprivation

• Living environment deprivation

There are 32,844 LSOAs in England.  For the IMD and each of the separate domains a score has been calculated for every LSOA in England.  The scores 
have then been ranked from 1 (most deprived) to 32,844 (least deprived).   

South Gloucestershire's  priority neighbourhoods have been defined by aggregating LSOAs.  Data in this report therefore presents the LSOAs which 
make up each of the priority neighbourhoods.

How to interpret data in this report

This report presents key findings for the LSOAs that make-up the priority neighbourhoods in South Gloucestershire.  The data in this report is grouped 
by national deprivation quintiles (NQs).  Quintiles are fifths, the 1st Quintile (NQ1) being the most deprived 20% of LSOAs in England and the 5th Quintile 
(NQ5) being the least deprived.  The following colour classification is used:

This report includes the main findings for each priority neighbourhood including comparisons to the ID2015 results.



Comparison with previous indices – health warnings
The purpose of the ID2019 is to measure as accurately as possible the relative distribution of deprivation at a small area level and this comes at the 
expense of backwards comparability with previous versions of the indices.  The versions of the indices should not be construed as a time-series due 
to:

• Changes to the data used to construct the indicators, including changes to eligibility criteria 

• Revisions to the population denominator data

• Changes to the number of priority neighbourhoods in South Gloucestershire – Filton is no longer classified as a priority neighbourhood

Given these differences, caution should be exercised when making comparisons between the ID 2019 and the ID 2015.  It would be valid to state that 
an area showed an increased level of deprivation, relative to other areas if it was ranked within the most deprived 40% of areas nationally based on 
the 2015 indices but ranked within the most deprived 20% according to the 2019 indices.  However, it would not necessarily be correct to state that 
the level of deprivation in the area had increased on some absolute scale, as it may be the case that all areas had improved, but that this area had 
improved more slowly than other areas and so been ‘overtaken’ by those areas.  Similarly, the overall rank of an area may not have changed between 
the 2015 and 2019 Indices, but this does not mean that there have been no changes to the level of deprivation in the area. 

In summary any comparison between ID2019 and previous Indices should be exercised with caution.  

This report makes comparison between the ID2019 and ID2015 by analysing changes in LSOAs in terms of their relative national deprivation quintile 
position. 



Priority Neighbourhood overview: ID 2019
Across South Gloucestershire the highest levels deprivation are generally found within the Council’s designated priority neighbourhoods (PNs).  In 
terms of the IMD (the composite index) 13 of the 20 most deprived LSOAs in South Glos. (65%) are located within PNs.  This is lower than the figure 
for 2015 when 90% of the most deprived LSOAs in South Glos. were in priority neighbourhoods, however it should be noted that less areas fall into 
priority neighbourhoods for the 2019 report as Filton is no longer considered to be a priority neighbourhood. 

The pattern for most domains is similar with the majority of the top 20 most deprived LSOAs being within priority neighbourhoods, with the 
exception of the ‘Barriers to housing and services’ domain (1 LSOAs within PNs) and the ‘Living environment’ domain (2 LSOAs within PNs)   

IMD

• Staple Hill PN contains the most deprived LSOA in South Glos. and is the only PN containing an LSOA within the most deprived 20% of LSOAs in 
England in terms of the IMD

• All LSOAs within the Cadbury Heath and Patchway PNs are within National Quintile 2



Income deprivation: 

• Highest levels of deprivation within are Staple Hill and Kingswood, each with 1 LSOA in the most deprived 20% nationally

• The majority of PN LSOAs fall within the second national quintile for this domain

Employment:  

• Highest levels of deprivation within Staple Hill (2 LSOAs in NQ1)

• Patchway and Kingswood PNs both have 1 LSOA in NQ1

Education skills & training:

• This is the domain with the highest levels of deprivation amongst priority neighbourhood LSOAs with 13 PN LSOAs in NQ1

• All of the LSOAs in Patchway and Cadbury Heath are in NQ1

Health deprivation and disability:

• No LSOAS in NQ1 for any PN

• Kingswood, Patchway and Staple Hill all have 1 LSOA in NQ2

Crime deprivation:

• Kingswood is the most deprived in this domain (4 LSOAs in NQ1, 4 in NQ2) 

• Lowest levels of deprivation within Yate & Dodington (1 LSOA in NQ5 and 2 LSOAs within NQ4)

Barriers to housing and services deprivation:

• Patchway is the most deprived PN for this domain with 1 LSOA in NQ1

• Staple Hill is least deprived with 1 LSOA in NQ5 and 1 in NQ4

Living environment deprivation:

• This is the domain with the lowest deprivation for priority neighbourhoods. None of the PN LSOAs are within NQ1

• 7 PN LSOAs for this domain are in NQ5 and the majority are in NQ4

Priority Neighbourhood domains overview: ID 2019



Distribution of LSOAs within 
Priority Neighbourhoods by 
national deprivation quintile –
IMD and individual domains



All PNs: Change 2015-19
IMD

Since 2015 there has been relatively little change in overall levels of deprivation within 
the priority neighbourhoods (when measured by the composite IMD).  Of the 23 LSOAs 
which make up the PNs: 87% (20 LSOAs) have not changed NQ position, 4% (1 LSOA) has 
become more deprived, and 9% (2) have become less deprived.  

Kingswood is the only priority neighbourhood containing an LSOA that has become more 
deprived since 2015. LSOA E01014926, the New Cheltenham road area, has moved from 
NQ2 into NQ1.

There have been no changes of IMD national quintiles in Cadbury Heath or Patchway. 

Domains

Analysis of how individual LSOAs within the PN have changed national quintile position 
since 2015 in each of the eight domains suggests that 64% (117 LSOAs) have not 
changed quintile position, 20% (37 LSOAs) have become less deprived and 16% (30 
LSOAs) have become more deprived.

Kingswood is the PN with the largest proportion of LSOAs which have become more 
deprived  across the domains (24%).

Staple Hill is the PN with the largest proportion of LSOAs which have become less 
deprived across the domains (28%).

More detailed analysis for individual domains by the priority neighbourhoods is 
provided later in this report.

. 



Changes in the numbers and 
proportion of LSOAs in Priority 
Neighbourhoods between 
national quintile position: 
ID 2015 - ID 2019



Cadbury Heath Priority Neighbourhood
Comprises 2 LSOAs

Resident population (2011 Census): 3,101



Cadbury Heath – Key facts

IMD 

• Both LSOAs within the PN are within National Quintile 2 - the same as in ID2015

• In terms of the IMD, the most deprived LSOA within the PN is E01014941 - South of 
Coronation park area – ranked 8,030th nationally.  This is the 5th most deprived 
LSOA in South Gloucestershire

Domains 

• The PN is most deprived in terms of Education, Skills & Training deprivation 
where both LSOAs are within NQ1

• The least deprived domain is Living Environment for which one LSOA is in 
NQ4 and one in NQ5

• National quintiles remain the same for both LSOAs in all domains except 
Living Environment in which one domain has risen one national quintile



Cadbury Heath – Domain datasheet

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014941 South of Coronation park area 8,030 8,091 3 5

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area 9,739 9,481 7 6

IMD

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014941 South of Coronation park area 6,855 7,436 3 4

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area 10,418 7,575 12 6

Income

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014941 South of Coronation park area 7,936 8,436 6 6

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area 7,185 6,938 5 5

Employment

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014941 South of Coronation park area 1,910 2,022 2 2

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area 2,257 3,471 3 6

Education, Skills & Training

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014941 South of Coronation park area 13,765 17,913 8 18

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area 18,900 18,499 22 21

Health and disability

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014941 South of Coronation park area 9,121 10,817 22 23

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area 14,547 13,583 51 41

Crime

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014941 South of Coronation park area 18,859 18,786 81 68

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area 15,934 16,585 64 56

Barriers to housing & services

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014941 South of Coronation park area 29,251 22,627 96 67

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area 25,078 25,757 54 78

Living Environment



Kingswood Priority Neighbourhood
Comprises 9 LSOAs

Resident population (2011 census): 14,538 



Kingswood – Key facts
IMD 
• 44% of LSOAs (4) within the PN are within National Quintile 2 and 44% (4) are within 

NQ3

• E01014926 – the new Cheltenham road area has dropped one national quintile level, 
now falling into NQ1 for the IMD domain. This is the most deprived area in 
Kingswood (ranked 2nd in South Gloucestershire overall)

• Since ID2015:  One of the nine LSOAs within the Priority Neighbourhood has changed 
national quintile position (E01014926 as outlined above). All other LSOAs in this PN 
have experienced no change in their national quintile position for the IMD domain 
since 2015

Domains 
• The PN is most deprived in terms of the crime domain with 4 of the 9 LSOAs (44%) 

falling into NQ1 for this domain. This is closely followed by Education for which 33% 
of the LSOAs are in NQ1

• Out of all domains, the most deprived LSOA is E01014926 – the New Cheltenham 
road area which is in the most deprived 20% nationally for 5 of the 8 domains. It is 
ranked 2,380th nationally in terms of the ‘Education domain’, which is the lowest rank 
for any LSOA in any domain for Kingswood PN

• All of the domains, except employment, have become relatively more deprived in at 
least one LSOA since ID 2015

• Since ID2015 some of the biggest increases in deprivation within the PN have been 
observed in the ‘Barriers to Housing and Services domain’ – where 89% of LSOAs 
have decreased 1 or more national quintile positions

• Since ID2015 some of the biggest decreases in deprivation within the PN have been 
observed in the ‘Living environment domain’ – where 56% of LSOAs have increased 1 
or more national quintile positions

• Analysis of how individual LSOAs within the PN have changed national quintile 
position since 2015 in each of the eight domains suggests that 61% of LSOAs have not 
changed quintile position, 24% have become more deprived and 14% have become 
less deprived

NB – percentages may not total 100% due to rounding



Kingswood – Domain datasheet (1)

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 7,595 7,595 2 2

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 11,180 10,062 9 8

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 12,351 11,874 18 14

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area 11,501 12,336 10 17

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area 12,283 12,713 14 18

E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School 13,515 14,366 22 23

E01014927 Area north of High Street 14,694 14,576 29 25

E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road area 17,113 15,271 37 27

E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road 14,513 16,983 28 38

IMD

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 6,034 5,929 2 2

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 11,800 9,649 18 10

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 13,012 12,652 23 25

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area 9,611 9,827 7 11

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area 12,791 11,105 22 18

E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School 13,181 12,359 25 23

E01014927 Area north of High Street 12,198 10,680 20 15

E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road area 15,052 14,047 35 35

E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road 11,860 13,484 19 30

Income

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 5,336 4,755 2 2

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 10,853 11,665 18 18

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 14,275 12,788 33 24

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area 11,152 11,496 20 17

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area 9,005 11,308 8 16

E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School 13,711 14,732 29 34

E01014927 Area north of High Street 14,273 13,615 32 29

E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road area 15,357 13,495 37 28

E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road 9,658 12,726 11 23

Employment

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 2,380 2,965 4 4

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 8,493 8,315 32 25

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 12,732 9,277 59 32

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area 5,944 6,943 12 16

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area 5,082 6,354 10 13

E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School 7,189 9,063 21 30

E01014927 Area north of High Street 7,004 9,468 19 35

E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road area 11,526 12,070 51 49

E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road 12,390 13,535 56 56

Education, Skills & Training

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 16,568 16,217 15 10

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 21,908 16,414 37 11

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 11,039 17,271 2 16

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area 17,778 12,557 18 4

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area 16,474 19,524 14 24

E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School 17,782 20,256 19 26

E01014927 Area north of High Street 17,861 17,014 20 14

E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road area 24,286 21,470 53 34

E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road 19,970 20,421 27 28

Health and disability

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 5,679 11,230 6 26

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 1,392 1,063 1 1

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 3,134 3,200 2 2

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area 7,502 11,310 16 28

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area 14,580 11,356 52 29

E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School 5,782 7,477 7 9

E01014927 Area north of High Street 10,732 11,821 29 30

E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road area 9,203 7,617 23 10

E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road 10,768 12,173 30 32

Crime



Kingswood – Domain datasheet (2)

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 10,202 17,323 34 57

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 15,383 20,980 60 82

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 15,815 21,183 62 84

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area 15,452 21,280 61 85

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area 14,992 13,193 56 42

E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School 16,682 20,522 66 78

E01014927 Area north of High Street 17,867 23,051 69 95

E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road area 18,500 24,110 76 105

E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road 22,672 28,900 105 137

Barriers to housing & services

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 27,272 27,968 77 108

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 27,194 19,112 76 40

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 19,073 11,448 26 12

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area 26,084 26,761 62 94

E01014928 Grace Drive / Walnut Crescent area 28,202 25,638 84 83

E01014925 Area around Kingsfield School 25,384 16,694 56 35

E01014927 Area north of High Street 29,057 22,317 94 65

E01015005 Potterswood- Blackhorse Road area 19,530 13,202 29 18

E01014923 Hopewell Hill - Landsdown Road 21,445 21,104 36 52

Living Environment



Patchway Priority Neighbourhood
Comprises 3 LSOAs

Resident population (2011 Census) : 4,589 



Patchway – Key facts

IMD 
• All LSOAs (3) within the PN are within National Quintile 2

• In terms of the IMD the most deprived LSOA within the PN is 
E01014948 – the Coniston North area - ranked 7,800th nationally

• Since ID2015:  none of the LSOAs within the PN have changed national 
quintile position for the IMD domain

Domains 
• The PN is most deprived in terms of the Education Skills & Training 

domain, where all LSOAs are in NQ1 – the same as ID2015

• Out of all domains, the most deprived LSOA is E01014951 - the 
Coniston Bradley road area – which is in the most deprived 20% of 
LSOAs nationally for 2 domains and the most deprived 40% for 4 
domains.

• Since ID2015 some of the biggest increases in deprivation within the 
PN have been observed in the ‘Barriers to Housing and Services 
domain’ – where two LSOAs have decreased 1 or more national 
quintile positions

• Since ID2015 the biggest decrease in deprivation within the PN has 
been observed in the ‘Living Environment’ domain, where all three 
LSOAs have increased by 1 or more national quintile positions

• Analysis of how individual LSOAs within the PN have changed national 
quintile position since ID2015 in each of the eight domains suggests 
that 67% of LSOAs have not changed quintile position, 13% have 
become more deprived and 21% have become less deprived 

NB – Percentages may not total 100 due to rounding



Patchway – Domain datasheet

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014948 Coniston North area 8,636 8,466 4 4

E01014951 Coniston Rodway Road area 8,655 10,027 5 7

E01014946 Coniston Bradley Road area 12,695 12,001 21 15

IMD

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014948 Coniston North area 7,800 7530 4 5

E01014951 Coniston Rodway Road area 10,878 9456 14 9

E01014946 Coniston Bradley Road area 13,749 11346 29 20

Income

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014948 Coniston North area 5,772 6,466 3 4

E01014951 Coniston Rodway Road area 9,321 9,772 9 9

E01014946 Coniston Bradley Road area 13,983 13,618 30 30

Employment

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014948 Coniston North area 2,492 2,558 5 3

E01014951 Coniston Rodway Road area 3,730 6,120 7 11

E01014946 Coniston Bradley Road area 4,309 4,195 8 8

Education, Skills & Training

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014948 Coniston North area 14,327 12,136 9 3

E01014951 Coniston Rodway Road area 15,279 17,703 11 17

E01014946 Coniston Bradley Road area 13,096 13,524 3 6

Health and disability

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014948 Coniston North area 25,906 25,760 129 121

E01014951 Coniston Rodway Road area 8,581 7,473 20 8

E01014946 Coniston Bradley Road area 8,529 11,250 19 27

Crime

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014948 Coniston North area 15,336 16,171 59 55

E01014951 Coniston Rodway Road area 3,929 11,008 12 31

E01014946 Coniston Bradley Road area 18,379 20,023 73 74

Barriers to housing & services

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014948 Coniston North area 24,452 16,536 50 34

E01014951 Coniston Rodway Road area 22,139 14,069 40 22

E01014946 Coniston Bradley Road area 26,108 19,256 64 41

Living Environment



Staple Hill Priority Neighbourhood
Comprises 4 LSOAs

Resident population (2011 Census): 5,763 



Staple Hill – Key facts
IMD 

• One LSOA within the PN is within National Quintile 1, one is within NQ2, one is 
within NQ3 and one within NQ4

• In terms of the IMD the most deprived LSOA within the PN is E01014977 – the 
Pendennis Road area – ranked 4,858th nationally.  This LSOA is the most 
deprived area in South Gloucestershire – a position which has not changed since 
ID2004

• Since ID2015:  One of the four LSOAs within the Staple Hill PN has become less 
deprived, rising one national quintile position (E01014975), and three have seen 
no change to their national quintile position for the IMD domain.

Domains 

• The PN is most deprived in terms of the Employment and Education domains 
where two LSOAs are within NQ1. 

• Out of all domains, the most deprived LSOA is E01014977 – the Pendennis Road 
area – which is in the most deprived 20% nationally for five of the eight domains. 
It is also ranked as the most deprived in South Gloucestershire for three 
domains.

• Since ID2015: The biggest increase in deprivation within the PN has been 
observed in the ‘Barriers to Housing and Services’ domain and the ‘Crime’ 
domain – where two LSOAs have decreased 1 or more national quintile 
positions.

• Analysis of how individual LSOAs within the PN have changed national quintile 
position since ID2015 in each of the eight domains suggests that 53% of LSOAs 
have not changed quintile position, 19% have become more deprived and 28% 
have become less deprived. 



Staple Hill – Domain datasheet

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014977 Pendennis Road area 4,858 4,411 1 1

E01014976 Upper Soundwell area 8,657 8,386 6 3

E01014973 Narrow Lane / Teewell Avenue area 13,795 13,714 25 20

E01014975 Arcacia / Midland Road area 20,744 18,113 60 45

IMD

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014977 Pendennis Road area 4,720 3,783 1 1

E01014976 Upper Soundwell area 8,119 6,947 5 3

E01014973 Narrow Lane / Teewell Avenue area 11,689 9,978 17 12

E01014975 Arcacia / Midland Road area 18,777 17,257 55 44

Income

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014977 Pendennis Road area 2,699 3,853 6 7

E01014976 Upper Soundwell area 5,999 9,034 13 29

E01014973 Narrow Lane / Teewell Avenue area 7,362 7,826 23 24

E01014975 Arcacia / Midland Road area 14,373 12,223 68 51

Education, Skills & Training

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014977 Pendennis Road area 4,280 3,154 1 1

E01014976 Upper Soundwell area 5,945 5,683 4 3

E01014973 Narrow Lane / Teewell Avenue area 10,364 9,936 14 11

E01014975 Arcacia / Midland Road area 19,857 17,630 62 47

Employment

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014977 Pendennis Road area 9,537 7,190 1 1

E01014976 Upper Soundwell area 13,466 12,612 5 5

E01014973 Narrow Lane / Teewell Avenue area 15,970 20,813 12 32

E01014975 Arcacia / Midland Road area 24,689 25,528 59 70

Health and disability

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014977 Pendennis Road area 5,529 8,013 4 11

E01014976 Upper Soundwell area 6,612 4,497 11 3

E01014973 Narrow Lane / Teewell Avenue area 12,950 13,429 45 38

E01014975 Arcacia / Midland Road area 7,082 6,005 13 5

Crime

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014977 Pendennis Road area 18,341 21,921 71 87

E01014976 Upper Soundwell area 18,414 20,267 74 76

E01014973 Narrow Lane / Teewell Avenue area 24,088 23,225 114 96

E01014975 Arcacia / Midland Road area 27,205 27,956 136 128

Barriers to housing & services

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01014977 Pendennis Road area 11,050 6,393 12 5

E01014976 Upper Soundwell area 22,933 18,503 45 38

E01014973 Narrow Lane / Teewell Avenue area 28,366 28,485 86 114

E01014975 Arcacia / Midland Road area 21,245 16,313 35 33

Living Environment



Yate & Dodington Priority Neighbourhood
Comprises 5 LSOAs

Resident population (2011 Census): 7,970 



Yate – Key facts
IMD 

• Two LSOAs within the PN are within National Quintile 2, two are within 
NQ3 and one within NQ4. 

• In terms of the IMD the most deprived LSOA within the PN is 
E01015020 – the Milton Road / Birch Road area - ranked 12,322nd

nationally. 

• Since ID2015:  For the IMD domain, 80% of LSOAs (4) within the PN 
have not changed national quintile position and  1 has increased 1 or 
more national quintile positions – i.e. become relatively less deprived. 

Domains 

• The PN is most deprived in terms of Education, Skills & Training 
deprivation (3 LSOAs in NQ1).

• Out of all domains, the most deprived LSOAs are E01015020 and 
E01015011 – which are in the most deprived 20% nationally for one 
domain and the most deprived 40% for three domains.

• Since ID2015 some of the biggest increases in deprivation within the PN 
have been observed in the ‘Health and disability’ domain – where two 
LSOAs have decreased one or more national quintile positions

• Analysis of how individual LSOAs within the PN have changed national 
quintile position since 2015 in each of the eight domains suggests that 
63% of LSOAs have not changed quintile position, 10% have become 
more deprived and 27% have become less deprived. 



Yate & Dodington – Domain datasheet
LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01015020 Milton Road / Birch Road area 12,322 10,322 17 10

E01014892 Culverhill and Rodford Schools area 13,660 10,856 24 11

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead Avenue  area 12,220 12,313 12 16

E01015019 West of Cranleigh Court Road area 17,026 15,981 36 30

E01014895 Blaisdon Close area 23,870 21,582 82 67

IMD

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01015020 Milton Road / Birch Road area 11,345 10,047 16 13

E01014892 Culverhill and Rodford Schools area 14,168 10,903 32 17

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead Avenue  area 10,941 11,186 15 19

E01015019 West of Cranleigh Court Road area 13,967 12,994 31 29

E01014895 Blaisdon Close area 25,827 22,087 98 79

Income

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01015020 Milton Road / Birch Road area 1,833 1,954 1 1

E01014892 Culverhill and Rodford Schools area 6,543 7,236 18 19

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead Avenue  area 6,018 6,014 14 10

E01015019 West of Cranleigh Court Road area 8,669 11,086 34 44

E01014895 Blaisdon Close area 8,102 7,534 28 21

Education, Skills & Training

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01015020 Milton Road / Birch Road area 11,390 8,859 21 7

E01014892 Culverhill and Rodford Schools area 11,577 9,517 22 8

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead Avenue  area 9,894 11,183 12 14

E01015019 West of Cranleigh Court Road area 15,397 14,264 40 32

E01014895 Blaisdon Close area 26,570 25,433 107 97

Employment

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01015020 Milton Road / Birch Road area 22,264 17,266 39 15

E01014892 Culverhill and Rodford Schools area 19,648 20,280 26 27

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead Avenue  area 14,803 16,626 10 12

E01015019 West of Cranleigh Court Road area 21,226 24,921 32 65

E01014895 Blaisdon Close area 25,945 27,813 72 88

Health and disability

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01015020 Milton Road / Birch Road area 21,310 20,326 91 79

E01014892 Culverhill and Rodford Schools area 12,463 6,223 39 6

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead Avenue  area 18,103 13,169 68 37

E01015019 West of Cranleigh Court Road area 26,521 19,234 134 70

E01014895 Blaisdon Close area 25,098 24,711 123 114

Crime

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01015020 Milton Road / Birch Road area 20,747 19,141 94 71

E01014892 Culverhill and Rodford Schools area 23,865 17,929 112 62

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead Avenue  area 16,150 19,907 65 73

E01015019 West of Cranleigh Court Road area 10,203 9,066 35 22

E01014895 Blaisdon Close area 12,148 9,714 44 23

Barriers to housing & services

LSOA Code Landmark

2019 

National 

Rank

2015 

National 

Rank

2019 SG 

Rank

2015 SG 

Rank

E01015020 Milton Road / Birch Road area 26,493 19,855 68 44

E01014892 Culverhill and Rodford Schools area 11,497 10,201 13 10

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead Avenue  area 21,740 15,428 37 28

E01015019 West of Cranleigh Court Road area 25,575 20,139 59 47

E01014895 Blaisdon Close area 24,579 22,752 51 69

Living Environment
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APPENDIX 3: 
KINGSWOOD PARK CATCHMENT 
AREA PROFILE 2019



 

Corporate Research and Consultation Team 

Kingswood Park catchment area profile: 2019   

 
This Kingswood Park catchment area profile gives an overview of the characteristics of the area 
surrounding Kingswood Park. 

Defining the Catchment Area 
The Kingswood Park catchment area comprises the five Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs)1 marked on 
the map below: 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© South Gloucestershire Council 2019, All rights reserved 
© Crown Copyright and database rights 2019 Ordnance Survey 100023410 

 

The five LSOAs in the Kingswood catchment area are as follows:  
LSOA Code  Ward  Landmark Priority Neighbourhood status  

E01014924 Kingswood Downend Road / Worcester Road area Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood 

E01014926 Kingswood New Cheltenham Road area Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood 

E01014927 Kingswood Area north of High Street around the 
Council Offices 

Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood 

E01015005 Kingswood Potterswood – Blackhorse Road area Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood 

E01015007 Kingswood Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area Kingswood Priority 
Neighbourhood 

 
1 LSOA – Lower Super Output Area – a small geographical area with an average resident population of 1,500. 
South Gloucestershire is divided into 165 LSOAs  
 



Population profile  
 
According to the latest small area level population statistics (the 2017 ONS mid-year population 
estimates), the total population of the ‘catchment’ is approx. 8,820.    
 

 
Key to shading: 

 = Above SG 
average 

 = Below SG 
average 

 = Same as SG 
average 

 
Table 1: Population estimates for Kingswood Park catchment area LSOAs, with comparators 
LSOA Code All ages Children (0-14) Working age (15-64) Older people (65+) 

 Count Count  % of tot 
pop  

Count  % of tot 
pop  

Count  % of tot 
pop  

E01014924 1,765 291 16.5% 1,202 68.1% 272 15.4% 

E01014926 1,685 361 21.4% 1,026 60.9% 298 17.7% 
E01014927 1,677 227 13.5% 1,033 61.6% 417 24.9% 

E01015005 2,000 407 20.4% 1,378 68.9% 215 10.8% 
E01015007 1,693 267 15.8% 1,128 66.6% 298 17.6% 

Kingswood Park 
Catchment 

8,820 1,553 17.6% 5,767 65.4% 1,500 17.0% 

South 
Gloucestershire  

262,767 46,391 17.7% 171,967 65.4% 44,409 16.9% 

England and Wales    17.6%  65.9%  16.4% 

Source: ONS - 2011 Census: Table PP04, Usual resident population by five-year age group 
 

Chart 1: Age profile of Kingswood Park catchment area LSOAs compared to South Gloucestershire 
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Age profile - Kingswood Park catchment area vs South Glos

Kingswood SG Average
 

Source: ONS - 2011 Census: Table QS103EW, Age by single year 
 
 

The catchment has a higher number of people in their 20’s and early 30’s compared to the South 
Gloucestershire average, but a lower number of people aged 40-70.  
 
Overall, the catchment area age profile is broadly the same as the national (England and Wales) 
average. The proportion of people aged 0 to 14 is identical, but the proportion of people aged 15 to 64 
is 0.5% lower than the national average whereas the proportion of people aged 65+ is 0.6% higher. 
 
It’s worth noting that many people who use the park on a regular basis may live outside of the 
catchment area.  



Children in Low Income Families 
 
The Kingswood area is one of the most deprived in South Gloucestershire. The average proportion of 
children living in low income families in the Kingswood catchment is 14%, whereas the average across 
the South Gloucestershire area is 9%.  
 

Key to shading:  = Above SG average  = Below SG average 

 
Table 2: Proportion of children in low income families in Kingswood Park catchment area LSOAs  
LSOA Code  Landmark % children in low 

income families 

E01014924 Downend Road / Worcester Road area 10% 

E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area 24% 

E01014927 Area north of High Street around the Council Offices 12% 
E01015005 Potterswood – Blackhorse Road area 11% 

E01015007 Holy Trinity Church / Orchard Road area 12% 
Source: HM Revenue & Customs via statistics.gov.uk; Children in low-income families local measure (2016). Percentages are 
based on unrounded totals. Child population estimate for under 16 is calculated from ONS. Child population estimate for 16-
19 is calculated from HMRC 
 

All five of the LSOAs in the Kingswood Park catchment area have a higher proportion of children living 
in low income families than the South Gloucestershire average of 9%. 
 
The New Cheltenham Road area (E01014926) has 2.5 times the number of children in low income 
families compared to the South Gloucestershire average, while having only 1.2 times the average 
number of children living in the area.  

Indices of multiple deprivation   
 

National ranking  
 
Table 3: The Indices of Deprivation national rankings of Kingswood catchment area LSOAs  

 
LSOA CODE 

 
Index of 
Multiple 

Deprivation 
(IMD) 

 
Income 

Deprivation 

 
Employment 
Deprivation 

 
Health 

Deprivation 
and 

Disability 

 
Education 
skills and 
Training 
Domain 

 
Barriers to 

Housing and 
Services 
Domain 

 
Crime 

Domain 

 
Living 

Environment 
Domain 

E01014924 11874 12652 12788 17271 9277 21183 3200 11448 

E01014926 7595 5929 4755 16217 2965 17323 11230 27968 

E01014927 14576 10680 13615 17014 9468 23051 11821 22317 

E01015005 15271 14047 13495 21470 12070 24110 7617 13202 

E01015007 10062 9649 11665 16414 8315 20980 1063 19112 

Source: The English Indices of Deprivation 2015, Department for Communities and Local Government. Contains public 
sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. 
 

Key: National Rankings - Where 1 = Most deprived LSOA in England, 32,482 = Least Deprived in England. 
Colour Quintile Meaning 

  1st Most deprived 20% in England 

  2nd Most deprived 20-40% in England 

  3rd Most deprived 40-60% in England 

  4th Least deprived 20-40% in England 

  5th Least deprived 20% in England 

  

 



Three out of five LSOAs rank in the second quintile nationally overall, meaning they are in the 20-40% 
most deprived bracket. These are E01014924 (Downend Road/Worcester Road area), E01014926 (New 
Cheltenham Road area) and E01015007 (Holy Trinity Church/Orchard Road area). 
 
One LSOA, E01014826 (New Cheltenham Road area), has three domains in the worst quintile 
nationally, meaning it is in the 20% most deprived LSOAs in the country for income, employment and 
education, skills and training.  
 

Table four below shows the five LSOAs and their respective ranks out of the 165 LSOAs in South 
Gloucestershire (where 1 is the most deprived and 165 is the least deprived): 
 
Table 4: The Indices of Deprivation South Glos rankings of Kingswood catchment area LSOAs by domain 
LSOA IMD Income Employ-

ment
Health Education Barriers to 

Housing
Crime Living 

Env'ment

E01014924 14 25 24 16 32 84 2 12

E01014926 2 2 2 10 4 57 26 108

E01014927 25 15 29 14 35 95 30 65

E01015005 27 35 28 34 49 105 10 18

E01015007 8 10 18 11 25 82 1 40  
Source: The English Indices of Deprivation 2015, Department for Communities and Local Government.Contains public 

sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. 
 

 

Quintile

1st  Most deprived 20% in South Glos

2nd Most deprived 20%-40% in South Glos

3rd Most deprived 40%-60% in South Glos

4th Most deprived 60%-80% in South Glos

5th Most deprived 80%-100% in South Glos  
 

LSOA E01014926, the New Cheltenham Road area, is the second most deprived LSOA in South 
Gloucestershire overall and the second most deprived LSOA in terms of income and employment 
specifically.  
 
The Kingswood Park catchment area contains the first and second most deprived LSOAs in South 
Gloucestershire in terms of crime (E01015007, Orchard Road and E01014924, Downend Road). 
 

Acorn Demographic Profile 
 

Acorn is a segmentation tool which categories the UK’s population into demographic types. By 
analysing significant social factors and population behaviour, it provides precise information and an in-
depth understanding of the different types of people who may live in an area.  
 
We can use Acorn demographic profiling software to gain an understanding of what types of people 
may be living in the Kingswood Park catchment area, and to get an idea about what their habits and 
preferences might be. It’s important to note that this is just an estimate of the likely characteristics you 
might expect to find in the catchment area. 
 

• There is likely to be a higher proportion of people who are unemployed in the catchment area 
than there are in the whole South Gloucestershire area 



• There is likely to be a significantly high number of people on welfare benefits such as Universal 
Credit and Income Support in the catchment area compared to the whole South 
Gloucestershire area 

• There is likely to be a significantly high number of people suffering from mental 
illness/anxiety/depression/nerves in the catchment area compared to the whole South 
Gloucestershire area 

• 40.4% of the population in the catchment are likely to have a household income of £20k or less 
 
Acorn segments the UK population into different categories. The chart below shows the likely 
population mix in the catchment area (coloured bars) set against the likely average across South 
Gloucestershire (dotted bars).  
 
The ‘Financially Stretched’ and ‘Urban Adversity’ population types are over-represented in the 
Kingswood catchment area compared to the average for South Gloucestershire, whereas the ‘Affluent 
Achievers’ and ‘Rising Prosperity’ population types are under-represented. More information on the 
characteristics of these different categories can be found here: 
http://doc.ukdataservice.ac.uk/doc/8196/mrdoc/pdf/8196_acorn_group_personas_2017.pdf.  
 
Chart 2: Acorn population category profile for the catchment area 

 
 
Source: Acorn category profile for Kingswood Park catchment area, © CACI 1979 – 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: This report has been prepared 
by South Gloucestershire Council’s 
Corporate Research and Consultation 
Team, with all reasonable skill, care and 
diligence.  We accept no responsibility of 
any nature to any third parties to whom 
this profile, or any part thereof is made 
known.  Any such party relies on the report 
at their own risk. 
 

 
For further information contact:  
The Corporate Research and Consultation Team:  
01454 868550 / 01454 868408, or email 
research@southglos.gov.uk. 
 

 

http://doc.ukdataservice.ac.uk/doc/8196/mrdoc/pdf/8196_acorn_group_personas_2017.pdf
mailto:research@southglos.gov.uk
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APPENDIX 4: 
HEALTH PROFILE FOR SOUTH 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE, DEPT FOR 
HEALTH 2019



Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right 2019 
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2019 
Local authority displayed with full resolution clipped boundary

South Gloucestershire Published on 03/03/2020

Area type: Unitary authority 
Region: South West

Local Authority Health Profile 2019
This profile gives a picture of people’s health in South Gloucestershire. It is designed to act as a ‘conversation starter’, to help local government
and health services understand their community’s needs, so that they can work together to improve people’s health and reduce health inequalities.

Visit https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles for more area profiles, more information and interactive maps and tools.

Health in summary
The health of people in South Gloucestershire is generally better than
the England average. South Gloucestershire is one of the 20% least
deprived districts/unitary authorities in England, however about
10.2% (5,040) children live in low income families. Life expectancy for
both men and women is higher than the England average.

Health inequalities
Life expectancy is 5.7 years lower for men and 6.9 years lower for
women in the most deprived areas of South Gloucestershire than in
the least deprived areas.

Child health
In Year 6, 15.8% (472) of children are classified as obese, better than
the average for England. The rate for alcohol-specific hospital
admissions among those under 18 is 43*, worse than the average for
England. This represents 25 admissions per year. Levels of teenage
pregnancy and breastfeeding are better than the England average.

Adult health
The rate for alcohol-related harm hospital admissions is 713*, worse
than the average for England. This represents 1,956 admissions per
year. The rate for self-harm hospital admissions is 255*, worse than
the average for England. This represents 730 admissions per year.
Estimated levels of smoking prevalence in adults (aged 18+) are
better than the England average. The rates of new sexually
transmitted infections, killed and seriously injured on roads and new
cases of tuberculosis are better than the England average. The rates
of statutory homelessness, violent crime (hospital admissions for
violence), under 75 mortality rate from cardiovascular diseases,
under 75 mortality rate from cancer and employment (aged 16-64)
are better than the England average.  

* rate per 100,000 population



10 km

Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles
http://leafletjs.com/
https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright


Health summary for South Gloucestershire
Key

Significance compared to goal / England average:

Significantly worse Significantly lower Increasing / Getting worse Increasing / Getting better

Not significantly different Significantly higher Decreasing / Getting worse Decreasing / Getting better

Significantly better Significance not tested Increasing Decreasing

Increasing (not significant) Decreasing (not significant)

Could not be calculated No significant change

Life expectancy and causes of death

Indicator Age Period Count
Value

(Local)
Value

(Region)
Value

(England)

Change
from

previous
1 Life expectancy at birth (male) All ages 2016 - 18 n/a 81.2 80.2 79.6
2 Life expectancy at birth (female) All ages 2016 - 18 n/a 84.5 83.8 83.2
3 Under 75 mortality rate from all causes <75 yrs 2016 - 18 1980 270.4 301.5 330.5
4 Mortality rate from all cardiovascular diseases <75 yrs 2016 - 18 408 55.8 61.9 71.7
5 Mortality rate from cancer <75 yrs 2016 - 18 896 123.0 125.6 132.3
6 Suicide rate 10+ yrs 2016 - 18 55 7.52 11.1 9.64

Injuries and ill health

Indicator Age Period Count
Value

(Local)
Value

(Region)
Value

(England)

Change
from

previous
7 Killed and seriously injured (KSI) rate on England’s roads All ages 2016 - 18 148 17.7 39.8 42.6 ~
8 Emergency hospital admission rate for intentional self-harm All ages 2018/19 730 254.9 272.8 193.4
9 Emergency hospital admission rate for hip fractures 65+ yrs 2018/19 285 527.9 566.3 558.4
10 Percentage of cancer diagnosed at early stage All ages 2017 612 53.1 53.3 52.2
11 Estimated diabetes diagnosis rate 17+ yrs 2018 n/a 80.5 74.0 78.0
12 Estimated dementia diagnosis rate 65+ yrs 2019 2064 62.9 * 62.4 * 68.7 *

Behavioural risk factors

Indicator Age Period Count
Value

(Local)
Value

(Region)
Value

(England)

Change
from

previous

13 Hospital admission rate for alcohol-specific conditions <18 yrs
2016/17 -

18/19
75 42.9 44.1 31.6

14 Hospital admission rate for alcohol-related conditions All ages 2018/19 1956 712.8 680.0 663.7
15 Smoking prevalence in adults 18+ yrs 2018 23795 10.6 13.9 14.4
16 Percentage of physically active adults 19+ yrs 2017/18 n/a 68.3 70.7 66.3
17 Percentage of adults classified as overweight or obese 18+ yrs 2017/18 n/a 61.2 61.0 62.0

Child health

Indicator Age Period Count
Value

(Local)
Value

(Region)
Value

(England)

Change
from

previous
18 Teenage conception rate <18 yrs 2017 51 11.5 14.9 17.8
19 Percentage of smoking during pregnancy All ages 2018/19 303 10.1 10.9 ~ 10.6
20 Percentage of breastfeeding initiation All ages 2016/17 2201 78.4 79.5 74.5
21 Infant mortality rate <1 yr 2016 - 18 33 3.48 3.28 3.93
22 Year 6: Prevalence of obesity (including severe obesity) 10-11 yrs 2018/19 472 15.8 16.5 20.2

Inequalities

 

 

 

 

− 













−

































Indicator Age Period Count
Value

(Local)
Value

(Region)
Value

(England)

Change
from

previous
Indicator Age Period Count

Value
(Local)

Value
(Region)

Value
(England)

Change
from

previous
23 Deprivation score (IMD 2015) All ages 2015 n/a 11.4 - 21.8
24 Smoking prevalence in adults in routine and manual occupations 18-64 yrs 2018 n/a 21.9 25.5 25.4

Wider determinants of health

Indicator Age Period Count
Value

(Local)
Value

(Region)
Value

(England)

Change
from

previous
25 Percentage of children in low income families <16 yrs 2016 5040 10.2 14.0 17.0
26 Average GCSE attainment (average attainment 8 score) 15-16 yrs 2018/19 127902 46.7 46.7 46.9
27 Percentage of people in employment 16-64 yrs 2018/19 140000 80.7 78.9 75.6
28 Statutory homelessness rate - eligible homeless people not in
priority need

Not
applicable

2017/18 14 0.12 0.32 0.79

29 Violent crime - hospital admission rate for violence (including
sexual violence)

All ages
2016/17 -

18/19
280 33.3 34.9 44.9

Health protection

Indicator Age Period Count
Value

(Local)
Value

(Region)
Value

(England)

Change
from

previous

30 Excess winter deaths index All ages
Aug 2017
- Jul 2018

204 27.6 29.5 30.1

31 New STI diagnoses rate (exc chlamydia aged <25) 15-64 yrs 2018 957 538.3 655.3 850.6
32 TB incidence rate All ages 2016 - 18 38 4.53 2.75 9.19

For full details on each indicator, see the definitions tab of the Local Authority Health Profiles online tool. 
For a full list of profiles produced by Public Health England, see the fingertips website: https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/

Indicator value types

1,2 Life expectancy - years 3,4,5 Directly age-standardised rate per 100,000 population aged under 75 6 Directly age-standardised rate per 100,000 population aged 10 and
over 7 Crude rate per 100,000 population 8 Directly age-standardised rate per 100,000 population 9 Directly age-standardised rate per 100,000 population aged 65 and over 10
Proportion - % of cancers diagnosed at stage 1 or 2 11 Proportion - % recorded diagnosis of diabetes as a proportion of the estimated number with diabetes 12 Proportion - %
recorded diagnosis of dementia as a proportion of the estimated number with dementia 13 Crude rate per 100,000 population aged under 18 14 Directly age-standardised rate
per 100,000 population 15,16,17 Proportion 18 Crude rate per 1,000 females aged 15 to 17 19,20 Proportion 21 Crude rate per 1,000 live births 22 Proportion 23 Index of
Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2015 score 24 Proportion 25,26 Slope index of inequality 27 Proportion 28 Mean average across 8 qualifications 29 Proportion 30 Crude rate per
1,000 households 31 Directly age-standardised rate per 100,000 population 32 Ratio of excess winter deaths to average of non-winter deaths 33 Crude rate per 100,000
population aged 15 to 64 (excluding Chlamydia) 34 Crude rate per 100,000 population

* Value compared to a goal (see below)
~ Aggregated from all known lower geography values

Thresholds for indicators that are compared against a goal

Indicator Name Green Amber Red
12 Estimated dementia diagnosis rate (aged 65 and over) >= 66.7% (significantly) similar to 66.7% < 66.7% (significantly)

You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3

−



















https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles/data#page/6/gid/1938132701/pat/6/par/E12000004/ati/201/are/E07000032/iid/90366/age/1/sex/1
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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APPENDIX 5: 
SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
PRIORITY NEIGHBOURHOOD 
HEALTH INDICATOR PROFILE 2017



South Gloucestershire 
Priority Neighbourhood Health 
Indicator Profile 2017
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PUBLIC HEALTH INTELLIGENCE TEAM
SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE PRIORITY NEIGHBOURHOODS

HEALTH INDICATOR PROFILE 2017

PRIORITY NEIGHBOURHOODS

About this profile -
This profile presents a range of indicators relating to the health of neighbourhoods in South 
Gloucestershire. These areas were defined using the English Indices of Deprivation as areas where 
higher numbers of people don’t achieve their full potential, have poorer health outcomes, are employed 
in less well paid jobs or are unemployed, and there are higher levels of crime. Even so, it is important to 
recognise that deprivation and the associated adverse health outcomes are not confined to these 
geographies and a focus on Priority Neighbourhoods should be considered as part of a wider agenda to 
address health inequalities throughout South Gloucestershire.

Data availability and definitional differences make reporting indicators at priority neighbourhood level 
difficult. Small numbers often require pooling of data over multiple years, and in some cases smaller 
Priority Neighbourhood data may result in rates in which we can have limited confidence. A note on how 
to interpret confidence intervals is provided below.

A Priority Neighbourhood (PN) is a geographical area comprising of a number of smaller geographies 
called Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs). South Gloucestershire is comprised of 165 LSOAs in total, with 
an average population of around 1660. By combining data at an LSOA level, we can better understand 
the frequency and distribution of health outcomes in our Priority Neighbourhoods; Cadbury Heath PN, 
Filton PN*, Kingswood PN, Patchway PN, Staple Hill PN and Yate & Dodington PN.

*In 2016/17 the council and partners were pleased to be able to remove Filton from the list of Priority 
Neighbourhoods, however, Filton has been included in this document, reflecting the continuation of 
current support and timeframes of data reported. It is worth bearing in mind that any future exclusion of 
Filton will likely increase the differences observed between Priority Neighbourhoods combined and South 
Gloucestershire as a whole.
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Making sense of the data

Many of those viewing this profile will not be familiar with some of the terms used, particularly when it 
comes to graph titles. Generally these terms refer to methods that have been used to enable 
comparison between different geographies. This is because, when looking at the distribution of disease 
or other health factors we want to be sure that the differences we're observing are not simply due to 
differences in the size or the age structure of the populations being compared. Whilst demographic 
information is of course important when deciding where and how to deliver services, understanding the 
distribution of health factors, irrespective of the differences we would expect to see due to size/age/sex 
of population, enables us to better understand where exposures and determinants of ill health are most 
adversely impacting on our population.

Key terms and why we use them
Rates - Converting numbers or counts into 'rates per head' of population enables comparison between 
areas with different sizes of population. For example, to say "Kingswood PN (pop. 15,000) has 100 
instances of death due to a particular cause, and Cadbury Heath (pop. 3,000) has 21 deaths" is simply a 
reflection of differences in their population size. Instead, saying Kingswood has 66 per 10,000 persons, 
and Cadbury Heath has 70 per 10,000, the size of the population is accounted for.

Proportion - Using a proportion or percentage also enables comparison between groups of different 
sizes. For example, 'proportion of mothers who initiated breast feeding' accounts for the fact that the 
number of new mothers will differ from one area to another.

Standardisation (age and sex) - When comparing areas, we may have used rates or proportions to 
account for the size of the populations being considered, however, disease and mortality will also reflect 
differences in the age and sex of populations. For example observing a higher rate of dementia in a 
population could be a reflection of that area having a large population of older people. Similarly, as 
women tend to live longer than men, it could be that an area has a larger population of women, who by 
living longer, increase the elderly population and therefore the likelihood of increased rates of dementia. 
Age and/or sex standardisation adjusts rates to account for these differences. Put simply, when 
something is age or sex standardised, we can be confident that any differences we are observing are 
not a just result of differences in the age or sex of the populations being compared.

IMPORTANT: Interpreting confidence intervals
As mentioned above, dealing with small numbers within small areas means the differences we observe 
between areas has an increased likelihood of being due to chance. Confidence intervals look to account 
for this. When looking at graphs with 95% confidence intervals it helps to remember that we are 95% 
sure the true value lies between the upper and lower interval. Where a confidence interval for one 
area overlaps with the confidence intervals for another area, we can't be 95% sure that what are 
observing represents a true difference between the two areas. Where there is no overlap, we refer to 
this as a 'statistically significant' difference.



5

1.0 - DEMOGRAPHIC

Broad age range
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1.2 - Child Poverty
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Interpretation
Cadbury Heath PN has an estimated population of 3,123. The area has a higher proportion of young 
people of non-working age (21.4%) and a lower proportion of working age people (60.6%) than South 
Gloucestershire population as a whole (18.6% and 63.0% respectively).
Filton PN has an estimated population of 7,835. The area has a lower proportion of young people of 
non-working age (15.5%) and a higher proportion adults of working age (65.9%) than the South 
Gloucestershire population.
Kingswood PN has an estimated population of 15,155. The age distribution of this area fits closely with 
the age distribution of the South Gloucestershire population.
Patchway PN has an estimated population of 4,689. The area has a higher proportion of young people 
of non-working age (19.7%) and working age adults (64.5%) than the South Gloucestershire population.
Staple Hill PN has an estimated population of 6,340. The area has a slightly higher proportion of working 
age people (64.4%) and a slightly smaller proportion of people aged over 65 (17.6%) than that of the 
South Gloucestershire population.
Yate & Dodington PN has an estimated population of 8,254. The area has a higher proportion of young 
people of non-working age (21.1%) and people of working age (64.1%) than the South Gloucestershire 
population.

Source: ONS 2015 mid-year population estimates

The Children in Low-Income families measure shows the proportion of children living in families in 
receipt of out-of-work (means-tested) benefits or in receipt of tax credits where their reported income 
is less than 60 per cent of UK median income. This amounts to about 5790 children in South 
Gloucestershire living in a household with an income of less that £15,840 or £300 a week.

Child poverty is an important issue for public health. The Marmot Review (2010) suggests there is 
evidence that childhood poverty leads to premature mortality and poor health outcomes for adults. 
Reducing the numbers of children who experience poverty should improve these adult health 
outcomes and increase healthy life expectancy. More information about the impact and key drivers of 
child poverty can be found in the South Gloucestershire Child Poverty Needs Assessment.
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2.0 - OVER-ARCHING INDICATORS

2.1 - Preventable mortality

Interpretation
As we might expect, all of our Priority Neighbourhood areas show a higher proportion of children living 
in low-income families. This reflects, in part, how Priority Neighbourhoods are selected, according to 
deprivation. 

It is worth noting that over two thirds (69.5%) of children living in low-income families do not reside 
within South Gloucestershire's Priority Neighbourhoods.
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Age-standardised mortality from causes considered preventable, per 100,000 
persons by South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2014-2016 pooled

The basic concept of preventable mortality is that deaths are considered preventable if the underlying 
cause (subject to age limits if appropriate) could potentially be avoided by public health interventions 
in the broadest sense. Whilst a condition might be considered preventable, this doesn't mean every 
death from that condition could have been prevented.

Interpretation
The rate of preventable mortality for all PNs combined (215.2 per 100,000) shows a statistically 
significant increase compared to both South Gloucestershire (146.3 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (134.3 
per 100,000). Individually, Kingswood PN, Staple Hill PN and Yate and West Dodington PN, show a 
significant increase compared to the South Gloucestershire rate. Wide confidence intervals around 
the rate for Cadbury Heath reflect the small numbers being analysed and so are not statistically 
significant. Filton also shows a lower rate and is not significantly different to rates observed at a South 
Gloucestershire level.
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2.2 - Premature mortality

2.3 - Premature Cancer Mortality

Premature Mortality or 'early death' focuses on deaths occuring among people under the age of 75. 
According to the National Insitute for Clinical Excellence (NICE), around two-thirds of deaths among 
under-75's are caused by illnesses and diseases that are largely avoidable.

119.2

153.8 151.5
131.2

159.4 150.7 162.2
146.4

114.4

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

All South
Glos

Cadbury
Heath PN

Filton PN Kingswood
PN

Patchway PN Staple Hill
PN

Yate West
and

Dodington

All PNs Non PNs

Age-standardised rate of premature cancer mortality, per 100,000 persons by 
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Interpretation
The premature mortality rate of all PNs combined (393 per 100,000) is 46% higher than the rate in 
South Gloucestershire as whole (269 per 100,000), and is statistically significant. Individually, 
Kingswood PN, Patchway PN, Staple Hill PN and Yate and Dodington PN show a statistically significant 
difference to rates observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

Interpretation
The premature cancer mortality rate in 'All PNs' combined (146.4 per 100,000) shows a statistically 
significant difference to 'Non-PNs' (114.4 per 100,000). The small numbers involved means there is no 
statistically significant observations to be made in regard to specific PNs.
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Cancer is the highest cause of death in England in under 75's, and this is also true of South 
Gloucestershire. An estimated 4 in 10 cases of cancer could be prevented, largely through lifestyle 
modification, with the main risk factors consisting of tobacco, weight, diet, alcohol consumption, UV 
exposure and physical inactivity.
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2.4 - Premature Cardio-Vascular Disease (CVD) Mortality
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Age-standardised rate of premature CVD mortality, per 100,000 persons by South 
Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2014-2016 pooled

Interpretation
The premature CVD mortality rate in 'All PNs' combined (87.2 per 100,000) shows a statistically 
significant difference to both 'Non-PNs' (52 per 100,000) and South Gloucestershire (57.2 per 
100,000).  The small numbers involved when looking at individual PNs means there is no statistically 
significant observations to be made in regard to specific PNs.

CVD is one of the major causes of death in under 75s in England, and this is also true of South 
Gloucestershire. Risk factors linked to CVD inlude, but are not limited to poor diet, physical inactivity, 
smoking and excessive alcohol consumption.
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2.5 - Years of Life Lost (YLL)

Years of life lost as a percentage of all life years (<75), top ten causes, 2014-2016 pooled, 

by South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhoods

Interpretation
Cadbury Heath PN - Figures for Cadbury Heath should be considered in the context of the small 
numbers involved. A relatively small number of deaths at a young age attributable to circulatory 
disease has resulted in a very high proportion of YLL to circulatory disease. 

Filton PN - The biggest cause of YLL in Filton is malignant neoplasm (cancer), though this is consistent 
with the proportion of YLL to cancer at a South Gloucestershire level. Diseases of the digestive system 
and congenital abnormalities show a slightly elevated proportion of YLL than that observed at a South 
Gloucestershire level.

Kingswood PN - The biggest cause of YLL in Kingswood is malignant neoplasm (cancer), though this is 
lower that the proportion of YLL to cancer at a South Gloucestershire level. Disease of the digestive 
system and respiratory system show a slightly elevated proportion of YLL than that observed at a South 
Gloucestershire level.

Patchway PN - The biggest cause of YLL in Patchway is malignant neoplasm (cancer), though this is 
consistent with the proportion of YLL to cancer at a South Gloucestershire level. Other external injuries 
(not transport related) and conditions originating in the perinatal period show a slightly elevated 
proportion of YLL than that observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

Staple Hill PN - The biggest cause of YLL in Staple Hill is diseases of the digestive system which is 
somewhat higher than the proportion observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

Yate West & Dodington PN - The biggest cause of YLL in Yate West and Dodingtion is malignant 
neoplasm (cancer), though this is lower than the proportion of YLL to cancer observed at a South 
Gloucestershire level. YLL in Yate West and Dodingtion is spread across a number of causes which show 
slightly higher proportions to those observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

Years of life lost provides a summary measure of premature mortality. As an alternative to basic 
mortality rates, it gives greater weight to deaths occurring at a younger age.  Where deaths occur 
before an upper age limit (75 in this case), the difference is summed and expressed either as a rate, or 
as a percentage of all life years in the given population. This allows us to consider and compare the 
burden of disease in different populations, with more weight attributed to deaths that occur at a 
younger age. It is notable that, in small populations, a small number of deaths occurring at a particularly 
young age will have a large impact on the figures we observe.
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3.0 - CHILD HEALTH

3.1 - Child Injuries

3.2 - Child obesity

Reception

Injuries are a leading cause of hospitalisation and represent a major cause of premature mortality for 
children and young people. They are also a source of long-term health issues, including mental health 
related to experience(s). Among the most common causes of childhood injury in South Gloucestershire 
are falls, exposure to mechanical forces (such as thrown or falling objects) and thermal injuries such as 
burns and scalds. Whilst road traffic accidents do form part of this statistic, they do not represent a 
particularly high proportion of injuries caused.

Interpretation
Due to the small numbers involved at a PN level, it's difficult to say anything concrete about the 
observed differences in rates between PNs and South Gloucestershire more generally. For more 
information on hopital admissions resulting from injuries among children and young people, contact 
PHITeam@southglos.gov.uk where more information can be provided.
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The Health Survey for England (HSE) found that among boys and girls aged 2 to 15, the proportion of 
children who were classified as obese increased from 11.7 per cent in 1995 to 16.0 per cent in 2010, 
peaking at 18.9 per cent in 2004. The health consequences of childhood obesity include: increased 
blood lipids, glucose intolerance, Type 2 diabetes, hypertension, increases in liver enzymes associated 
with fatty liver, exacerbation of conditions such as asthma and psychological problems such as social 
isolation, low self-esteem, teasing and bullying. Obesity in childhood also increases the likelihood of 
obesity in adulthood which is a known risk factor for other conditions such as diabetes, CVD and 
cancer.

17.7%

23.7%

18.8%
22.8% 21.9%

19.8%
17.9% 17.0%

20.9%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

All South
Glos

Cadbury
Heath PN

Filton PN Kingswood
PN

Patchway
Priority PN

Staple Hill
PN

Yate &
Dodington

PN

Non PN All PN

Overweight and Obesity (excess weight) among reception pupils, by South 
Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2013/14 - 2015/16 pooled



11

Year 6

3.3 - Dental extractions

Interpretation
At reception age, all PNs combined have a statistically significant higher proportion (20.9%) of children 
with excess weight than South Gloucestershire (17.7%). Looking at individual PNs, the numbers 
involved are too small to draw significant conclusions regarding the observed differences, with the 
exception of Kingswood (the largest PN), where we can observe a statistically significant difference to 
South Gloucestershire.

28%

46%

35%
38%

35% 35%
30%

26%

36%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

All South
Glos

Cadbury
Heath PN

Filton PN Kingswood
PN

Patchway
Priority PN

Staple Hill
PN

Yate &
Dodington

PN

Non PN All PN

Overweight and Obesity (excess weight) among year 6 pupils, by South 
Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2013/14 - 2015/16 pooled

Interpretation
The proportion of children with excess weight tends to increase from reception to year 6. We also tend 
to see this increase impact more upon children in deprived geographies such as PNs. This is reflected in 
the above graph as we see a greater difference between PNs/Non-PNs at year 6 (10%), than the 
difference observed in reception year (3.9%). Both Cadbury Heath and Kingswood PNs show a 
statistically significant difference to South Gloucestershire at year 6.
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Tooth decay among children and young people is a predominantly preventable disease resulting in 
pain, sleep loss, time off school and, in some cases, treatment under general anaesthetic. 
Dental caries (tooth decay) and periodontal (gum) disease are the most common dental pathologies in 
the UK. Tooth decay has become less common over the past two decades, but is still a significant 
health and social problem. It results in destruction of the crowns of teeth and frequently leads to pain 
and infection. Dental disease is more common in deprived communities. The indicator is a good direct 
measure of dental health and also gives a good indication of overall child health and diet.
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3.4 - Breast Feeding

a. Initiation

b. Breast feeding continuation at 6-8 weeks

Breast milk provides the ideal nutrition for infants in the first stages of life. There is evidence that 
babies who are breast fed experience lower levels of gastro-intestinal and respiratory infection, and 
observational studies have shown that breastfeeding is associated with lower levels of child obesity. 
There are also benefits to the mother which include a faster return to pre-pregnancy weight and 
possibly lower risk of breast and ovarian cancer. The support and promotion of breast feeding is a 
national and local priority.
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Interpretation
The rate of <18 dental extractions in All PNs combined (58 per 10,000) shows a statistically significant 
difference to the rate among Non-PNs (40 per 10,000) and at a South Gloucestershire level (43 per 
10,000). Of the individual PNs, only Kingswood shows a significantly higher rate than that observed at a 
South Gloucestershire level.

Interpretation
When using this information, it should be acknowledged that it is somewhat historical due to 
limitations in sharing more recent information. The proportion of mothers initiating breast feeding is 
significantly lower in 'All PNs' combined (66%), than in 'Non-PNs' (76%) and South Gloucestershire as a 
whole (74%). Of the individual PNs, Cadbury Heath, Kingswood, Patchway and Yate & West Dodington 
show significantly lower proportion of breast feeding initiation, with Filton and Staple Hill showing no 
significant difference.

Interpretation
The proportion of mothers continuing breast feeding at 6-8 weeks is significantly lower in 'All PNs' 
combined (40%), than in 'Non-PNs' (50%) and South Gloucestershire as a whole (48%). With the 
exception of Filton (which shows a significantly higher %), all of the individual PNs showed significantly 
lower continuation of breast feeding at 6-8 weeks.
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c. Smoking at time of delivery (SATOD)

3.5 - Viral Induced Wheeze

Smoking is the leading modifiable risk factor for poor birth outcomes and sudden infant death 
syndrome (cot death). Smoking during pregnancy is associated with an increased risk of miscarriage, 
perinatal and neonatal deaths, and a significant reduction in birthweight, which is a risk factor for still 
birth. Smoking during pregnancy is linked to specific birth defects, behavioural problems, and asthma, 
as well as long term health conditions later in life such as; increased risk of obesity, diabetes and 
cardiovascular disease. Maternal health is also affected by smoking as it is the leading preventable 
cause of morbidity and mortality, which is significant for both women who smoke and their families.
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The incidence of recurrent wheeze in young children is a common and growing problem in the UK.  
Viral induced wheeze(VIW) is a wheeze linked to a virus that has required treatment in its own right, 
for example with nebulisers or inhalers, and can often result in emergency admission to hospital. VIW 
has a social dimension, as do the risk factors which include preterm/low-birth weight, children of 
mothers who smoked during pregnancy, and those exposed to environmental tobacco smoke. The 
affects of air pollution on respiratory conditions is well documented and there is some evidence to 
suggest traffic related pollution has an influence on the prevalence of wheezing and asthma.
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by South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2013/14-2015/16 pooled

Interpretation
The rate of admission for all PNs combined (977 per 10,000) shows a statistically significant increase 
compared to South Gloucestershire (739 per 10,000) and Non-PNs (684 per 10,000). Individually, only 
Kingswood and Patchway show a statistically significant difference to rates observed at a South 
Gloucestershire level.

Interpretation
The proportion of mothers smoking at the time of delivery is significantly higher in All-PNs combined 
(19%), than in South Gloucestershire more widely (10%). Individually, Cadbury Heath PN, Kingswood 
PN, Patchway PN and Yate West and Dodington PN show a significantly higher proportion of mothers 
smoking at time of delivery than that observed at a South Gloucestershire level.
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4.0 - LIFESTYLE

4.1a - Alcohol specific admissions

4.1b - Alcohol attributable admissions (broad measure)

Alcohol consumption is a contributing factor to hospital admissions and deaths from a diverse range of 
conditions. Alcohol misuse is estimated to cost the NHS about £3.5 billion per year and society as a 
whole £21 billion annually. Alcohol specific conditions are those that are deemed to be wholly caused 
by alcohol misuse and include diagnoses such as alcoholic liver cirrhosis, alcohol induced behavioural 
disorders and poisoning due to exposure to alcohol, among others.

540.1 534.8
744.3

933.8 978.9
1199.6

616.8
863.3

475.7

0

500

1000

1500

2000

All South
Glos

Cadbury
Heath PN

Filton PN Kingswood
PN

Patchway
PN

Staple Hill
PN

Yate West
and

Dodington

All PNs Non PNs

Age-standardised rate of alcohol specific hospital admissions, per 100,000 persons 
by South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2014/15

Interpretation
The rate of admission for All PNs combined (863 per 100,000) shows a statistically significant increase 
compared to South Gloucestershire (540 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (476 per 100,000). Individually, 
Kingswood, Patchway and Staple Hill show a statistically significant difference to rates observed at a 
South Gloucestershire level. It is worth noting that high admission rates could be the result of a few 
individuals being admitted multiple times. For more information and details of persons admitted, 
please contact PHITeam@southglos.gov.uk where more information can be provided.
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Age-standardised alcohol attributable admissions, per 100, 000 persons, South 
Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhoods, 2014/15

Alcohol attributable or alcohol 'related' conditions include all alcohol specific conditions plus those 
where alcohol is implicated in some, but not all cases of an outcome. In these cases, epidemiological 
data has been used to estimate the fraction of these conditions for which alcohol is attributable. For 
more information on alcohol attributable admissions, or the methodology involved, please contact the 
PHITeam@southglos.gov.uk inbox.

Interpretation
The rate of admission for All PNs combined (2626 per 100,000) shows a statistically significant increase 
compared to South Gloucestershire (2004 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (1885 per 100,000). Individually, 
Kingswood, Patchway, Filton and Staple Hill show a statistically significant difference to rates observed 
at a South Gloucestershire level. 
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4.2 - Substance misuse

4.3 - Smoking
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Age-standardised rate of hospital admissions with a Primary or Secondary Diagnosis 
of drug related mental health and behavioural disorder, per 100,000 persons, by 

South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2013/14-2015/16 pooled

The Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) use three measures when analysing drug related 
admissions, however, only one of these (below) provides sufficient numbers consider at the level of 
Priority Neighbourhoods. Drug misuse is a complex issue with diverse and far reaching problems from 
accidents and blood borne viruses to mental health, domestic abuse and neglect. These problems not 
only affect individuals, but also their families and communities. It should be noted that this measure 
does not refer specifically to illicit substances.

Interpretation
The rate of admission for All PNs combined (186 per 100,000) shows a statistically significant increase 
compared to South Gloucestershire (107 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (90 per 100,000). Individually, 
Cadbury Heath, Kingswood and Staple Hill show a statistically significant difference to rates observed at 
a South Gloucestershire level.
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Age-standardised rate of smoking attributable hospital admissions in people aged 
35 and over, per 100,000 persons in South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhoods 

2013/14 - 2015/16 pooled

Smoking is the biggest single cause of preventable death and ill-health in England. Smoking is 
responsible for half the difference in life expectancy between the richest and poorest. High smoking 
attributable admission rates are indicative of poor population health and high smoking prevalence. As 
with alcohol attributable admissions, these are not a count of actual admissions, but an estimated 
number of admissions calculated by summing admissions containing smoking attributable fractions 
defined by clinical codes in hospital records.

Interpretation
The rate of admission for all PNs combined (1662 per 100,000) shows a statistically significant increase 
compared to South Gloucestershire (1361 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (1307 per  100,000). Individually 
however, Kingswood PN, Patchway PN and Staple Hill PN show a statistically higher rate compared to 
rates observed at a South Gloucestershire level.
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5.0 - MORBIDITIES

5.1 - Cardio-vascular disease (CVD)

5.1a - Emergency CVD admissions

5.1b - All Admission types with CVD as Primary Diagnosis
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Age-standardised rates of emergency hospital admissions with a primary diagnosis 
of CVD, per 100,000 Persons by South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 

2013/14-2015/16 pooled

CVD is the leading cause of death globally and is associated with a large burden of preventable 
illnesses and modifiable risk factors. CVD encompasses all diseases of the heart and circulation system 
including coronary heart disease, angina, heart attack and stroke. A higher incidence of CVD is a major 
reason why people living in areas with the worst health and deprivation indicators have a lower life 
expectancy. Risk factors linked to CVD inlude, but are not limited to, poor diet, physical inactivity, 
smoking and excessive alcohol consumption.
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Age-standardised rate of hospital admissions with a primary diagnosis of CVD  per 
100,000 Persons by South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2013/14-

2015/16 pooled

Interpretation
The rate of emergency admission for CVD in all PNs combined (976 per 100,000) shows a statistically 
significant increase compared to South Gloucestershire (862 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (841 per 
100,000). Individually, Kingswood PN and Patchway PN show a statistically significant difference to 
rates observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

Interpretation
The rate of admission with CVD as the Primary diagnosis in all PNs combined (1652 per 100,000) shows 
a statistically significant increase compared to South Gloucestershire (1504 per 100,000) and Non-PNs 
(1478 per 100,000). Individually, Cadbury Heath PN, Kingswood PN and Patchway PN show a 
statistically significant difference to rates observed at a South Gloucestershire level.
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5.2 - Coronary Heart Disease (CHD)

5.3 - Respiratory disease

5.3a - Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder (COPD)
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Hospital admissions with a primary diagnosis of CHD by Priority Neighbourhood, per 
100,000 persons, South Gloucestershire 2013/14 - 2015/16 pooled

Interpretation
The rate of admission for CHD in all PNs combined (422 per 100,000) shows a statistically significant 
increase compared to South Gloucestershire (365 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (355 per 100,000). 
Individually, Kingswood PN and Patchway PN show a statistically significant difference to rates 
observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

Respiratory disease is one of the top causes of death in England in under 75s. COPD is the umbrella 
term for serious lung conditions that include chronic bronchitis and emphysema. COPD is usually 
prevalent in adults over the age of 35. As many as 3 million people suffer from COPD in the UK, of 
which only around a third of cases have been diagnosed. COPD is a serious lung disease for which 
smoking is the biggest preventable risk factor.
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Emergency Hospital Admissions for COPD by Priority Neighbourhood per 100,000 
persons, South Gloucestershire, 2011/12-2015/16 pooled

Interpretation
The rate of emergency admissions for COPD in all PNs combined (332 per 100,000) shows a statistically 
significant higher rate compared to South Gloucestershire (183 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (154 per 
100,000). All Priority Neighbourhoods show a statistically significant difference to rates observed at a 
South Gloucestershire level. Patchway shows a notably higher rate of COPD and is significantly higher 
than all other Priority Neighbourhoods.

CHD comes under the umbrella of cardio vascular disease and refers to a process where the hearts 
blood supply is blocked or interrupted due to a build up of fatty substances in the coronary arteries. As 
one of the leading causes of death in the UK, CHD is caused by lifestyle factors such as smoking, but 
also other conditions such as high cholesterol, high blood pressure (hypertension) and diabetes. 
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5.3b - Influenza and Pneumonia

6.0 - Mental Health

6.1 - Intenional Self-Harm (ISH)
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Age standardised rate of emergency hospital admissions for influenza & pneumonia, 
per 100,000 persons, by Priority Neighbourhood, South Gloucestershire, 2013/14-

2015/16 pooled

Mental health and well-being is an important aspect of public health. This indicator is a measure of 
intentional self-harm as it has not been possible to include a suitable indicator representing all aspects 
of mental health and well-being. Self-harm results in approximately 110,000 inpatient admissions to 
hospital each year in England, 99% are emergency admissions. Self-harm is an expression of personal 
distress and there are varied reasons for a person to harm themselves irrespective of the purpose of 
the act. Self-harm can take a number of forms, and there is a significant and persistent risk of future 
suicide following an episode of self harm.

Interpretation
The rate of emergency admissions for Influenza and Pneumonia in all PNs combined (457 per 100,000) 
shows a statistically significant higher rate compared to South Gloucestershire (366 per 100,000) and 
Non-PNs (348 per 100,000). Individually, Cadbury Heath PN, Kingswood PN and Patchway PN all show a 
statistically significant difference to rates observed at a South Gloucestershire level.
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Age standardised rates of persons admitted to hospital for intentional self-harm per 
100,000 persons, by Priority Neighbourhood, 2013/14 - 2015/16 pooled

Influenza is a highly infectious viral illness which can cause serious complications and result in hospital 
admission in at risk groups. Pneumococcal disease is a significant cause of both morbidity and mortality 
nationally. As both diseases present a particular risk to certain groups, vaccinations are routinely offered 
as a means of prevention. As vaccination coverage is not available at a PN level, admission rates for 
these diseases might indicate where variation in uptake could be improved.
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7.0 - Older People

7.1 - Dementia

Interpretation
The rate of admission for ISH in all PNs combined (210.4 per 100,000) shows a statistically significant 
increase compared to South Gloucestershire (144.3 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (131.5 per 100,000). 
Individually, Kingswood PN, Patchway PN and Staple Hill show a statistically significant difference to 
rates observed at a South Gloucestershire level. It is worth noting that a lot of people who self-harm 
will not present at hospital, and of those that do, this data only reflects those whose medical condition 
requires admission to consultant care. Hospital Admissions for self-harm are therefore only the tip of 
the iceberg.

Dementia describes a set of symptoms that may include memory loss and difficulties with thinking, 
problem-solving or language. Dementia is rare at ages less than 65 years but progressively more 
common as people age. There is growing evidence indicating that certain medical conditions – such as 
high blood pressure, diabetes and obesity – may increase the risk of dementia, whereas a healthy 
lifestyle may reduce the risk. 

There are high economic costs associated with dementia which include health and social care costs as 
well as the cost of unpaid care which accounts for 44% of the total cost of dementia. The overall 
economic impact of dementia in the UK has been estimated as £26.3 billion, working out at an average 
annual cost of £32,250 per person.
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Age and sex standardised rate of emergency hospital admissions of people aged 65+ 
with a mention of dementia, by South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 

2013/14 - 2015/16 pooled

Age and sex standardised rate

Interpretation
The rate of emergency admission for Dementia in all PNs combined (2664 per 100,000) is not 
significantly different to South Gloucestershire (2498 per 100,000) and Non-PNs (2467 per 100,000). 
Individually, only Kingswood PN shows a statistically significant difference to rates observed at a South 
Gloucestershire level.
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7.2 - Falls
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Emergency hospital admissions for falls injuries, per 100,000 persons aged 65+ by 
South Gloucestershire Priority Neighbourhood, 2013/14 - 2015/16

Age and sex standardised rate

Falls and fall-related injuries are a common and serious problem for older people. Each year 30% of 
over-65s experience one or more falls. About 50% of people aged over 80 fall each year. As well as the 
physical impact falls can lead to adverse psychological and social outcomes. Loss of mobility and 
confidence can cause loneliness, social isolation, and loss of independence. A fall can hasten a move 
into residential care; after hip fracture 50% of people can no longer live independently. The cost of falls 
to the health and social care system in South Gloucestershire is estimated to be around £10m each 
year. 

Interpretation
The rate of emergency admission for falls in All PNs combined (2134 per 100,000) shows a statistically 
significant increase compared to Non-PNs (1861 per 100,000). Individually, no single PN shows a 
statistically significant difference to rates observed at a South Gloucestershire level.

This is the first edition of this document. Future editions will update the existing content and also add 
more information as new analysis and data becomes available.

We would welcome feedback on the structure and content to inform the development of future 
editions. This can be sent to PHITeam@southglos.gov.uk  

Data sources
Hospital admissions - Secondary Usage Statistics accessed via the ABI CSU server
Populations - Office for National Statistics (ONS )mid-year population estimates, 2015
Mortality - Primary care mortality data(PCMD) accessed via Open Exeter, 2017
Child Obesity - National Child Measurement Programme, NHS digital 2017

Other sources of information
- Information and analytical methodoligies - Public Health Outcomes Framework (PHOF), Public Health 
England (PHE), 2017.
- South Gloucestershire Child Poverty Needs Assessment, 2015
- National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) Guidance, 2017
- South Gloucestershire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, 2016
- Marmot Review, 'Fair Society, Healthy Lives', 2010
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APPENDIX 6: 
MASTERPLAN FOR KINGSWOOD 
– LOVE OUR HIGH STREETS



Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood



Kingswood Love Our High StreetsDeveloping a Masterplan for Kingswood

Required OutcomesContents of a Spatial Masterplan

1. Vision Statement

2. Site and Context Appraisal

3. Policy Review

4. Feasibility Appraisal

5. Planning and Design Principles

6. Indicative 3-Dimensional Design Concepts and Proposals

7. Proposed Development Process or Delivery Strategy



Kingswood Love Our High Streets

A. Prepare

B. Design

C. Implementation

D. Delivering Projects

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Required OutcomesMasterplan Stages

1. identify aims and objectives

2. collect and analyse baseline Information

3. carry out urban design analysis

4. develop a broad vision

5. set up in-house team

6. identify main stakeholders

7. prepare communication strategy



Kingswood Love Our High Streets

A. Prepare

B. Design

C. Implementation

D. Delivering Projects

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Required OutcomesMasterplan Stages

1. prepare draft masterplan

2. test strategic aims and objectives

3. test public realm and movement options 

4. test 3d urban design options for key sites

5. stakeholder consultation

6. develop financial viability models

7. finalise masterplan



Kingswood Love Our High Streets

A. Prepare

B. Design

C. Implementation

D. Delivering Projects

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Required OutcomesMasterplan Stages

1. prepare implementation strategy

2. develop wider policy context

3. establish  project delivery mechanisms

4. prepare guidance for ensuring design 
quality

5. market development opportunities

6. establish development partners



Kingswood Love Our High Streets

A. Prepare

B. Design

C. Implementation

D. Delivering Projects

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Required OutcomesMasterplan Stages

1. monitor proposals against masterplan

2. review baseline conditions

3. review and amend masterplan if 
necessary



Required Outcomes

Sustainable 
Urban Living Reduce 

Deprivation

Increased 
wellbeingoptimise 

use of Land

stronger 
communities

safe and 
secure

boyant local 
economy

green 
infrastructure

resilient

improved patterns of 
sustainable travel

vibrant & successful 
urban centre

optimise development 
potential

enhance liveability

strengthen identity

diversify landuse
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reinforce the benefits of 
urban living

provide healthy and 
safe places to live

promote mixed and 
balanced communities

establish a range of 
housing typologies

facilitate development 
of diverse workspaces

maximise the use of the 
public realm as 
communal space

improved patterns of 
sustainable travel

vibrant & successful 
urban centre

optimise development 
potential

enhance liveability

strengthen identity

diversify landuse
reduce social 
deprivation

Aims - Objectives - Actions

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood



reinforce the benefits of 
urban living

provide healthy and 
safe places to live

promote mixed and 
balanced communities

increase provision & 
access to green space

improve air quality by 
reducing traffic 
congestion

plan new development 
to create safe routes 
and spaces

improved patterns of 
sustainable travel

vibrant & successful 
urban centre

optimise development 
potential

enhance liveability

strengthen identity

diversify landuse
reduce social 
deprivation

Aims - Objectives - Actions

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood



reinforce the benefits of 
urban living

provide healthy and 
safe places to live

promote mixed and 
balanced communities

protect family housing

provide opportunities 
for downsizing

identify appropriate 
solutions and sites to 
provide affordable 
housing

improved patterns of 
sustainable travel

vibrant & successful 
urban centre

optimise development 
potential

enhance liveability

strengthen identity

diversify landuse
reduce social 
deprivation

Aims - Objectives - Actions

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood



reinforce the benefits of 
urban living

provide healthy and 
safe places to live

promote mixed and 
balanced communities

identify space for 
training / education

retain & expand 
employment 
opportunity

discourage anti-social 
behaviour

improved patterns of 
sustainable travel

vibrant & successful 
urban centre

optimise development 
potential

enhance liveability

strengthen identity

diversify landuse
reduce social 
deprivation

Aims - Objectives - Actions

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

promote energy 
solutions that reduce 
fuel poverty



improve connectivity for 
walking and cycling

reduce the impact of 
through traffic

increase public 
transport use

identify a connected 
network of cycle lanes

identify improved 
pedestrian crossings

produce on-street 
information to 
encourage walking and 
cycling

improved patterns of 
sustainable travel

vibrant & successful 
urban centre

optimise development 
potential

enhance liveability

strengthen identity

diversify landuse
increase opportunities 
for live-work

Aims - Objectives - Actions

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood



improve visual 
environment

enhance heritage 
assets and setting

reduce visual impact of 
underused sites

facilitate shopfront 
improvements

develop scheme for  
street enhancement

produce design advice 
for key sites with 
enhanced planning 
liaison service

improved patterns of 
sustainable travel

vibrant & successful 
urban centre

optimise development 
potential

enhance liveability

strengthen identity

diversify landuse
effective management 
of the public realm

Aims - Objectives - Actions
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improve visual 
environment

enhance heritage 
assets and setting

reduce impact of 
underused sites

improve quality of 
pubic realm

promote community 
partnerships to 
manage public space

establish hierarchy of 
public space and 
mechanisms for 
effective management

improved patterns of 
sustainable travel

vibrant & successful 
urban centre

optimise development 
potential

enhance liveability

strengthen identity

diversify landuse
effective management 
of the public realm

Aims - Objectives - Actions

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood



Development Potential 
Planning for positive change 

1 - High Street sites 

2 - High Street East sites 

3 - edge of centre sites 

4 - protected employment land 

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Framework For Change
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3

4



A Connected Place 

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Framework For Change



Organising the Plan 
Placemaking Sub-Areas 

1- Retail / Business Quarter 

2 - Historic & Cultural Heart 

3 - Civic Quarter 

4 - Urban Living Neighbourhood

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Framework For Change
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4

Southey Park

Magpie Bottom

Court Road Play Area Woodstock Play Area



Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Retail & Business Quarter
A vibrant shopping area with increased business and 
training space. 



Sub-area 1 - Retail & Business Quarter

Key Sites - (1) Store 21, (2) Halls Road block,                      
(3) Kings Chase Shopping Centre, (4) Boulton’s Lane 
access, (5) Blackhorse Road

Public Realm - (A) Halls Road, (B) Kimberly Road,                                  
(C) Boulton's Lane Car Park, (D) cemetery

Key issues - improves public transport waiting environment, 
diversify land use, inward investment, environmental 
improvements, green infrastructure
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Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Historic and Cultural Heart
A focus for the historic identity of Kingswood and an 
enhanced setting for relaxing and enjoying evening 
activities, food, drink and entertainment.



Sub-area 2 - Historic & Cultural Heart

Key Sites - (1) Tabernacle, (2) Masters Church, (3) Bank Road offices

Public Realm - (A) Cemetery, (B) Regent Street

Key issues - removal of through traffic, heritage funding, inward 
investment, regent street enhancement, cultural attractions and 
increased use, green infrastructure, food and drink
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Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Civic Quarter
A focus for community facilities and services, an 
enhanced setting for public life, support, recreation 
and celebration of Kingswood.



Sub-area 3 - Civic Quarter

Key Sites - (1) Pharmacy Block, (2) Linden Hotel, (3) former Library, 
(4) Caravan Sales, (5) Car Sales

Public Realm - (A) Kingswood Park, (B) green connections

Key issues - reduce impact of through traffic, heritage funding 
for Kingswood Park, inward investment, development of 
community based services, green infrastructure connectivity. 

A

1

2

B

3
4

5



Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Urban Living Neighbourhood
A residential quarter offering an alternative form of 
housing, suited to urban living lifestyles with 
enhanced public realm and complementary services.



A

1

3

2

A Sub-area 4 - Urban Living Neighbourhood

Key Sites - (1) Lucas factory, (2) Old Bus Depot, (3) Car Sales,               
(4) former BT offices

Public Realm - (A) Moravian Road

Key issues - Improved public realm, inward investment, urban living 
form of development, complementary mix of uses, alternative 
approach to parking / car ownership, green infrastructure

4



Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Connecting Green Space
Improved routes to nearby green spaces & corridors 
to encourage walking and cycling, improve green 
infrastructure and increase well-being.



Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

Development Opportunities and Priority Projects



Kingswood Masterplan - Key sites and Projects

REF size (Ha) previous use existing 
floorspace

promoted use capacity character area Policy 
designation

Notes

Key Site

Store 21 1-A retail business / community Retail/Business Quarter site available for purchase

Halls Road Block 2-A retail / housing retail/ public realm Retail/Business Quarter complex mixed block

Kings Chase 3-A retail retail / housing Retail/Business Quarter

Boulton’s Lane 4-A retail retail / housing Retail/Business Quarter

Blackhorse Road 5-A business housing Retail/Business Quarter permission g=for terraced housing refused

Tabernacle 6-B community community / arts Cultural Heart Trust led seeking further grant support

Masters Church 7-B community housing Cultural Heart planning permission for 19 flats

International House 8-B offices business Cultural Heart prior approval for 19 flats (Aug 2019)

Pharmacy Block 9-C retail retail - housing Civic Quarter planning permission for mixed use retail housing

Linden Hotel 10-C housing business / housing Civic Quarter

Former Library 11-C community community / business Civic Quarter

Caravan Sales 12-C business housing Civic Quarter

Car Services - High Street 13-C business housing Civic Quarter

Lucas Factory 14-D industrial business - housing Urban Living Quarter pre-application for housing led scheme

Old Bus Depot 15-D industrial business / housing Urban Living Quarter pre-application for housing led scheme

Car Sales - Hanham Road 16-D business business / housing Urban Living Quarter

Post Office depot 17-D business business / housing Urban Living Quarter

�1
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Kingswood Masterplan - Key sites and Projects

REF size (Ha) Category Priority character area Policy 
designation

Notes

Public Realm Projects

Halls Road 1 - PR street enhancement Retail/Business Quarter complex mixed block

Kimberly Road 2 - PR road scheme Retail/Business Quarter

Boulton’s Lane Car Park 3 - PR public space Retail/Business Quarter

Cemetery - Blackhorse Road 4 - PR public space Retail/Business Quarter permission g=for terraced housing refused

Regent Street 5 - PR street enhancement Cultural Heart Trust led seeking further grant support

Cemetery - Park Road 6 - PR public space Cultural Heart planning permission for 19 flats

Kingswood Park 7 - PR public space Civic Quarter planning permission for mixed use retail housing

Hanham Road 8 - PR connecting route Civic Quarter

Moravian Road 9 - PR street enhancement Urban Living Quarter pre-application for housing led scheme

Access to Green Space

Southey Park 1 - CGS connecting route Green Corridors

Woodstock Play Area 2 - CGS connecting route Green Corridors

Court Road Play Area 3 - CGS connecting route Green Corridors

Magpie Bottom 4 - CGS connecting route Green Corridors

�1



Opportunities  

- restore historic asset 
- use as a catalyst for wider change and regeneration  
- provide a unique focus for evening and cultural activity 
- strengthen Kingswood’s historic identity 
- attracting a wider range of visitors

Priority Project - Regenerate Whitfield Tabernacle

Sub-area - Historic & Cultural Heart

Challenges   

-  integration and protection of sensitive listed fabric  
- complex funding packages 
- sustainable business planning

comparison - Rosslyn Chapel Visitors Centre

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

1

Required Outcomes - checklist

1. vibrant centre

2. enhance liveability

3. sustainable travel

4. strengthen identity

5. diversify landuse

6. efficient use of land



Priority Project - Regent Street Pedestrianisation

Sub-area - Historic & Cultural Heart

Opportunities  

- provide a high quality focus for Kingswood 
- redefine Kingswood’s historic core linked with the Tabernacle 
- improved air quality and green infrastructure 
- distinctive location for specialist retail and restaurant offer 
- enhanced citywide identity

Challenges   

- traffic management and reduction in through traffic 
- attracting inward investment  
- local confidence to implement significant change

comparison - Waltham Abbey Town Centre

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

2

Required Outcomes - checklist

1. vibrant centre

2. enhance liveability

3. sustainable travel

4. strengthen identity

5. diversify landuse

6. efficient use of land



Priority Project - Revitalise Kings Chase Centre

Sub-area - Retail & Business Quarter

Opportunities  

- intensify site 
- diversity uses with complementary residential and employment 
- significantly improve the appearance of the centre 
- provide an improved public realm for shoppers 
- enhance public transport connectivity

Challenges   

- ownership 
- investment confidence 
- negative development impacts of major changes

comparison - Keynsham Town Centre

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

3

Required Outcomes - checklist

1. vibrant centre

2. enhance liveability

3. sustainable travel

4. strengthen identity

5. diversify landuse

6. efficient use of land



Priority Project - Connecting Kingswood Park

Sub-area - Civic Quarter

Opportunities  

- promote increased use of green space 
- improve access and connectivity to the west 
- increase attractiveness and extend visitor profile 
- strengthen green infrastructure  and increase biodiversity 
- broaden connectivity to other accessible green space

Challenges   

- funding 
- increased management and maintenance 
- increased access to existing ‘private’ green space

comparison - Page Park , Staple Hill

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

4

Required Outcomes - checklist

1. vibrant centre

2. enhance liveability

3. sustainable travel

4. strengthen identity

5. diversify landuse

6. efficient use of land



Priority Project - Moravian Road Urban Living

Sub-area - Urban Living Neighbourhood

Opportunities  

- promote efficient use of urban brownfield land 
- reclaim streets for play, communal space and green space 
- prioritise sustainable movement linking with the High Street 
- provide an integrated mix of business and residential uses 
- increase biodiversity through design e.g. green roofs

Challenges   

- established approach to residential development 
- loss of employment land and jobs 
- promotion of lower car ownership / sustainable lifestyles

comparison - Paintworks, Bristol

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood

5

Required Outcomes - checklist

1. vibrant centre

2. enhance liveability

3. sustainable travel

4. strengthen identity

5. diversify landuse

6. efficient use of land



Key Questions

Samuel Loxton c.1906

- Is anything missing ?

- Does the level of ambition feel right at this stage?

- What wider studies are required?

- What are the gaps in resources to realising the ideas?

- Who are key Partners?

Developing a Masterplan for Kingswood
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APPENDIX 7: 
KINGSWOOD PARK ACTION 
PLAN: DETERIORATIONS 
SEPTEMBER 2014



KINGSWOOD PARK 
ACTION PLAN 

PART 1 - DETERIORATIONS 

Friends of Kingswood Park 

September 2014 
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1. Introduction 

The Kingswood town centre draft profile updated to June 2014 states: 

Kingswood is tired and in need of modernisation and further environmental 
improvement to aid vitality and viability. 

We are constituted: 

To help the preservation and sustainable development of Kingswood Park 
which is a historic and valuable asset. 

We are working, in partnership with South Gloucestershire Council, on an 
ambitious action plan safeguarding facilities, ensuring all users of Kingswood 
Park have a say and promoting the Park’s contribution to Kingswood’s 
economic growth. 

We aim to provide the environmental improvements to aid the vitality and 
viability of Kingswood. 

This first part of our action plan looks at the current condition of the Park and 
the resources that may be required to raise the Park to an acceptable 
standard. Two members of the Friends of Kingswood Park walked around the 
Park noting items that have deteriorated to an unacceptable extent. 

Section 2 lists the items found. Estimates are very approximate and serve 
mainly to give some proportion to each item. Most are tired, neglected, worn-
out or redundant items that South Gloucestershire Council would normally 
deal with under a planned maintenance programme. 

Section 3 lists challenging areas of the Park that need innovative 
consideration in later parts of out Action Plan. 

We recognise that South Gloucestershire Council have reduced budgets and 
that we may have to find other resources to improve the Park. 

We have issued this part of our action plan to work with South 
Gloucestershire Council on how much of the work listed can be done using 
surviving budgets. Section 4 lists each deterioration and asks South 
Gloucestershire to indicate if they can undertake the work a) Within one 
month, b) within six months or c) not in the foreseeable future. 

If South Gloucestershire Council can undertake only a minority of the 
deterioration, we ask that the Council provide a written explanation of the 
financial situation specific to the Park that might assist in finding other 
resources. 
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2. Deteriorations 

No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

1 

Repair and repaint 
gates 

Repair back 
latches 

1500 

 

 

2 
Replace notice on 
gate 

100 

 

3 

Remove redundant  
concrete fence 
post 

Clear overgrown 
area 

200 

 

4 Clear overgrown 
area 

300 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

5 Repair wobbly 
fence 

300 

 

6 
Clear overgrown 
area 400 

 

7 
Clear overgrown 
area 200 

 

8 
Clear overgrown 
area and repair 
fence 

1000 

1
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

9 Repair fence 1000 

 

10 

Remove redundant 
concrete fence 
posts 

and concrete 
pieces 

200 

 

11 Remove redundant 
steel fence posts 

100 

 

12 
Repair damaged 
fence 1000 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

13 
Repair damaged 
fence 

100 

 

14 

Prune trees to 
allow more light 
onto grassed 
areas 

400 

 

15 
Replace missing 
coping 

100 

 

16 
Replace missing 
stonework 200 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

17 
Replace lawn and 
path edging 

6000 

 

18 
Enclose clippings 
dump 

400 

 

19 Paint railings 400 

 

20 
Clear and clean 
wall 

Paint woodwork 
1000 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

21 
Repair roof of 
toilet block 

2000 

 

22 Cultivate bed 400 

 

23 Varnish bench 200 

 

24 
Repair Kingswood 
sign 

200 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

25 
Attend to South 
gates so they open 
and close easily 

300 

 

26 Paint railings 400 

 

27 Align railings 600 

 

28 Paint railings 200 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

29 Clear growth over 
bus shelter 

1000 

 

30 
Remove growth 
overhanging 
footpath 

200 

 

31 
Repair damaged 
handrail 

400 

 

32 
Repair notice 
board 100 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

33 
Remove old cast 
iron notice board 

50 

 

34 
Remove discarded 
roof tile 

0 

 

35 
Replace coping 
stones 

1000 

 

36 
Remove redundant 
electrics 

200 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

37 
Remove redundant 
lighting standard 

400 

 

38 
Attend to hosepipe 
access 400 

 

39 
Repair fence 
against Hollow 
Road 

600 

 

40 Prune trees 1000 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

41 
Replace notice on 
gate 

100 

 

42 
Fit handrail on 
narrow steps 

300 

 

43 
Repair and level 
pathway 

1400 

 

44 
Replace or 
relocate sign to 
make more visible 

200 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

45 
Replace or remove 
faded notice 

40 

 

46 
Weed unused 
flower beds 

80 

 

47 
Improve 
appearance of bins 1000 

 

48 
Prune trees to 
allow more light 
onto beds 

1500 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

49 Remove redundant 
gate post 

300 

 

50 
Improve 
appearance of 
building 

1400 
 

 

51 

Remove branch 
overhanging public 
footpath and 
damaging fence 

80 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

52 Repair fence 
damage 

2000 

 

53 
Repair damaged 
fence 1000 

 

54 
Repair damaged 
fence 

1000 

 

55 
Repair damaged 
footpath 

200 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

56 Remove redundant 
railing 

100 

 

57 
Remove redundant 
railing 

200 

 

58 
Remove out of 
date poster 0 

 

59 
Repair fence and 
wall 

200 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

60 

Work with 
residents to 
improve boundary 
fence 

400 

 

61 
Repair uneven 
path 

400 

 

62 
Replace notice on 
gate 

100 

 

63 

Work with 
residents to 
improve boundary 
wall 

600 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

64 
Clear overgrown 
area 

400 

 

65 
Remove low-grade 
asbestos waste 

100 

 

66 
Remove dumped 
rubble 

100 

 

67 
Repair damaged 
railings 

2000 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

68 
Repair damaged 
railing 

1000 

 

69 Re-align railings 1000 

 

70 Paint railings 400 

 

71 
Remove redundant 
notice post 

100 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

72 
Repair worn 
pathways 

10000 

 

73 Repair lawn edge 1000 

 

74 
Repair basketball 
goal 

400 

 

75 
Repair uneven 
path 

400 
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No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

76 Repair damaged 
wall 

1000 

 

77 
Repair path and 
lawn edging 

2000 

 

78 
Repair damaged 
path 

1000 

 

79 
Repair damaged 
path edging 100 

 



24 
 

No. Work required Est cost (£) Photo 

80 
Straighten toppling 
tree 

200 

 

81 
Replace damaged 
paving stones 

1000 

 

82 
Repair damaged 
pathway 

1000 

 

TOTAL £60,350  
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3. Plan of deteriorations 
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4. Other areas 

Missing benches 

 

Replace with picnic tables 

 

Mismatch between litter and litter 
bins 

 

Challenging areas 
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Totem pole (Solar powered lighting?) 
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5. South Gloucestershire Council contribution 

Please could South Gloucestershire indicate any commitment they can make 
towards improving any of the items below? If the majority cannot be 
undertaken, please explain the constraints in writing to assist in finding 
alternative resources. 

No. Work required Est cost (£) By Oct 31 By Mar 31 
Not in the 
foreseeable 
future 

1 

Repair and repaint 
gates 

Repair back 
latches 

1500 

 
   

2 
Replace notice on 
gate 100    

3 

Remove redundant  
concrete fence 
post 

Clear overgrown 
area 

200    

4 
Clear overgrown 
area 

300    

5 
Repair wobbly 
fence 300    

6 
Clear overgrown 
area 

400    

7 
Clear overgrown 
area 

200    

8 
Clear overgrown 
area and repair 
fence 

1000    

9 Repair fence 1000    

10 

Remove redundant 
concrete fence 
posts 

and concrete 
pieces 

200    

11 Remove redundant 
steel fence posts 

100    

12 
Repair damaged 
fence 

1000    

13 
Repair damaged 
fence 100    
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No. Work required Est cost (£) By Oct 31 By Mar 31 
Not in the 
foreseeable 
future 

14 

Prune trees to 
allow more light 
onto grassed 
areas 

400    

15 
Replace missing 
coping 

100    

16 
Replace missing 
stonework 200    

17 
Replace lawn and 
path edging 

6000    

18 
Enclose clippings 
dump 

400    

19 Paint railings 400    

20 
Clear and clean 
wall 

Paint woodwork 
1000    

21 
Repair roof of 
toilet block 2000    

22 Cultivate bed 400    

23 Varnish bench 200    

24 
Repair Kingswood 
sign 

200    

25 
Attend to South 
gates so they open 
and close easily 

300    

26 Paint railings 400    

27 Align railings 600    

28 Paint railings 200    

29 
Clear growth over 
bus shelter 1000    

30 
Remove growth 
overhanging 
footpath 

200    

31 
Repair damaged 
handrail 400    

32 
Repair notice 
board 

100    
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No. Work required Est cost (£) By Oct 31 By Mar 31 
Not in the 
foreseeable 
future 

33 
Remove old cast 
iron notice board 

50    

34 Remove discarded 
roof tile 

0    

35 
Replace coping 
stones 

1000    

36 
Remove redundant 
electrics 

200    

37 
Remove redundant 
lighting standard 

400    

38 
Attend to hosepipe 
access 

400    

39 
Repair fence 
against Hollow 
Road 

600    

40 Prune trees 1000    

41 
Replace notice on 
gate 

100    

42 Fit handrail on 
narrow steps 

300    

43 
Repair and level 
pathway 

1400    

44 
Replace or 
relocate sign to 
make more visible 

200    

45 
Replace or remove 
faded notice 

40    

46 
Weed unused 
flower beds 80    

47 
Improve 
appearance of bins 

1000    

48 
Prune trees to 
allow more light 
onto beds 

1500    

49 
Remove redundant 
gate post 

300    

50 
Improve 
appearance of 
building 

1400    
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No. Work required Est cost (£) By Oct 31 By Mar 31 
Not in the 
foreseeable 
future 

51 

Remove branch 
overhanging public 
footpath and 
damaging fence 

80    

52 
Repair fence 
damage 

2000    

53 
Repair damaged 
fence 1000    

54 
Repair damaged 
fence 

1000    

55 
Repair damaged 
footpath 

200    

56 Remove redundant 
railing 

100    

57 
Remove redundant 
railing 

200    

58 
Remove out of 
date poster 0    

59 
Repair fence and 
wall 

200    

60 

Work with 
residents to 
improve boundary 
fence 

400    

61 
Repair uneven 
path 

400    

62 Replace notice on 
gate 

100    

63 

Work with 
residents to 
improve boundary 
wall 

600    

64 
Clear overgrown 
area 

400    

65 
Remove low-grade 
asbestos waste 

100    

66 Remove dumped 
rubble 

100    

67 
Repair damaged 
railings 

2000    
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No. Work required Est cost (£) By Oct 31 By Mar 31 
Not in the 
foreseeable 
future 

68 
Repair damaged 
railing 

1000    

69 Re-align railings 1000    

70 Paint railings 400    

71 
Remove redundant 
notice post 

100    

72 
Repair worn 
pathways 

10000    

73 Repair lawn edge 1000    

74 Repair basketball 
goal 

400    

75 
Repair uneven 
path 

400    

76 
Repair damaged 
wall 1000    

77 
Repair path and 
lawn edging 

2000    

78 
Repair damaged 
path 

1000    

79 Repair damaged 
path edging 

100    

80 
Straighten toppling 
tree 

200    

81 
Replace damaged 
paving stones 

1000    

82 
Repair damaged 
pathway 

1000    
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APPENDIX 9: 
SUMMARY OF MAINTENANCE 
OPERATIONS & MANAGEMENT 
COSTS



KINGSWOOD PARK: REPORT ON MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE 
COSTS DECEMBER 2019 

 

1. Introduction 

The object of this document is to provide a summary of current maintenance and 
management costs for Kingswood Park. 

It will: -  

• Describe the current staffing allocation for Kingswood Park 
• Outline Streetcare Grounds Operations systems for managing the South 

Gloucestershire Councils Grounds Maintenance contract. 
• List the other support teams also involved with the management and 

maintenance of Kingswood Park 
• Provide annual grounds maintenance costs for Kingswood Park 
• Provide typical annual costs for maintenance of Kingswood Park by other 

SGC teams. 
• Provide summary of costs and suggest possible areas for future investigation 

in to increasing efficiency and sustainability. 
 

2. Staffing  

One full-time member of Streetcare Grounds team is based in the park, tasks include 
border maintenance, pruning, watering, weeding planting etc., litter collection, rubbish 
bin emptying, edging, grass cutting with pedestrian mowers, strimming, hedge cutting, 
providing presence in the park to engage with park visitors. In addition to the duties in 
the park the post is also responsible for a number of other sites including, Kingswood 
Civic Centre, Kingswood Centre and Emersons Green Park and is regularly called on 
to assist or cover for colleagues at Page Park. The post is supervised by Gary Meyers 
who oversees Cemeteries and Parks staff. 
 
Grass Cutting  
A mobile grass cutting gang based from nearby Brook Road depot carry out grass 
cutting on the larger grassed areas during growing season on a fortnightly rota using 
a ride on rotary mower. The football kickabout area is cut by a tractor driver with rotary 
topper who cuts SGC’s sports fields that are on contract on a three-weekly rota.  
 
The formal area lawns, community garden and play area grass is cut by the Grounds 
Operative with pedestrian mower usually on a weekly rota and the post is also 
responsible for strimming around areas that tractor/ride on mowers can’t reach 

following their visits.  
 
The mobile grass cutting gang and tractor driver are supervised by Lee Hayward who 
is based at Brook Road depot. 
 



Dog Bins – emptied by cleansing staff, a Kingswood based street cleaner & collected 
by passing waste/cleansing vehicle.  
 
Litter bins – emptied by Grounds Operative and taken to Carsons Rd waste transfer 
facility on Mondays & Fridays along with Page Park litter a vehicle shared between 
two parks, so a fortnightly rota is in place. 
 
Play Area Inspectors carry out weekly visits, repairs to play equipment. Supervised by 
Lee Hayward  
 
Trees – managed by SGC Arboricultural Officers  
 
Buildings maintenance e.g. toilets, electric boxes etc. – Property Services  
 
Paths – Asset Team Assess & Decide – Pete Vanstone  
 
Structures, walls etc. Structures Team – Mike Johnson  
 
Toilets –Alison Richards, Street Cleansing Co-ordinator in charge of team that 
open/close toilets, cleaning, supplying consumables etc. 
 
Co-ordination of events being held in the park are carried out by the Technical Support 
Team.  
 
Partnership & Delivery Officer, Community Spaces, liaison between Friends of 
Kingswood Park and operations staff and project teams, assisting with external 
funding applications and organising community volunteer sessions. 
 
Friends of Kingswood Park Garden Volunteers- regular weekend litter picking, 
planting, weeding pruning, deadheading, running community events. 
 
The responsibility for overseeing the management of the park sits with  
The Community Spaces Maintenance and Administrations Officer who also controls 
security contract for opening / closing the park. 
 

3. Streetcare Grounds Operations Contract for the Maintenance of Kingswood 
Park  

 
This team is responsible for South Gloucestershire’s grounds maintenance of highway 

verges, and its parks and open spaces. 
 
Most of their work is cyclic with a concentration of grass cutting during the warmer 
months of the year and cutting back hedges and shrubs during the winter months. 
They also deal with weed growth and removal litter from Council land. 



The service is responsible for the management and maintenance of highway and 
Community Open Space Infrastructure assets. This includes all activities associated 
with cleansing and day-to-day maintenance of streets and footpaths, grassed areas, 
tree and shrubs bed management. 
 
The team is headed up by a Streetcare Operations Manager, supported by a Street 
Scene Technician with three Grounds Maintenance Supervisors heading up three area 
teams containing approximately forty to fifty grounds staff. 
 
For cyclical works the tasks are identified to staff via an Area Measured coloured up 
GIS mapping system. This is linked to a database containing the measured features 
for each site identified by a unique site code, K101 is Kingswood Park’s. Contained 

within the database are a Bill of Quantity Rates that identify the current costs 
associated with each grounds operation. 
 
In addition staff will also be deployed in response to reactive work needs, which are 
generated by reports /complaints via the Streetcare Helpdesk which are allocated 
inspectors via the Kirona software system. 
 
Staff are also deployed to non-Council owned sites where the services have been 
bought in by third party organisations; e.g. Parish Councils, Leisure Centre Trusts, 
Schools etc.  

 

 
 

Mapping System example  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

K101 Kingswood Park – Grounds Maintenance data example 

 

Bill of Quantities example (minus rates) 



 
Summary of K101 Kingswood Park Bill of Quantities 
 
Amenity Grass = 4278 m² 
Quality Amenity Grass = 4390m² 
Grass cut Amenity & Sports 9220m² 
Grass cut meadow =651m² 
Lawn/path/shrub border edging = 3796 m  
Floral Displays (annual bedding) = 376m² 
Rose beds = 115m² 
Shrub beds = 355m² 
Play Area safety surfacing 252m² 
Tennis Courts (tarmac) 2 no.  
 Formal Hedge Cutting (by hand) = 261m  
Informal Hedge Cutting (tractor flail) =236m  
Litter bins 12no. 
Litter clearance (whole park) = 19,388m²  
 
Annual Grounds Maintenance costs for Kingswood Park, based on the Bill of 
Quantities = £35,652 per annum 
 
Overheads for operations team (18%) = £6,417 per annum 
 
Play area inspections = £6,403 per annum 
 
Total Grounds Maintenance not including materials =£48,473 per annum 
 
Total Costs for supply of annual bedding plants & bulbs =£2,245 per annum 
 
Total cost to Streetcare Grounds Operations team = £ 50,718 per annum 

 
Additional costs  
 
Toilets - costs include opening & closing, cleaning, consumables = £10,532 per 
annum 
 
Arboriculture Works = £3,175 per annum (average year 2017/18)  
 
Security contract, closing/opening the park = £7,300 per annum  
 
Performing Rights Society payment = £1,062 (average Year 2017/18)  
 
Miscellaneous costs associated with supporting Friends of Kingswood Park = £4,502 
(average year 2017/18)  
 
Play area repairs = £275 (average year 2017/18) 



 
Property Services Costs, e.g. premises maintenance, mechanical and electrical, utility 
charges, security systems = £5,797.17 (based on 2017/18 actual spend). 
 
Total Additional Costs = 32,643.17£  per annum  
 
The costs above are associated with regular maintenance, and do not include costs 
which can fluctuate from year to year due to extreme weather events or with one off 
acts of vandalism, i.e. tree works and playground repairs. The figures are based on 
2017/18 which was a fairly quiet year for both.  
 
Also not included are capital costs for one off improvements such as park benches 
etc. which have been installed in the past due to the Friends of Kingswood Park’s 

fundraising efforts. 
 
Summary 
 
Grounds Maintenance Costs =  £ 50,718 per annum 
 
Additional Maintenance Costs =  £32,643.17 per annum (awaiting PS figure)  
 
TOTAL Maintenance Costs =  £83,361.17 per annum.  

 
4. Future Maintenance of Kingswood Park  
 
The current staffing arrangements and management and maintenance of the park has 
evolved over many years and the council has had to adapt to increasing financial 
pressures which has resulted in minimal maintenance for park infrastructure, e.g. 
footpaths, street furniture, walls and structures, fences, gates etc. 
 
With increasing help from Friends of Kingswood Park in carrying out extra works that 
otherwise would not be possible within the grounds maintenance contract and their 
fundraising activities and recruitment of volunteers, the park is still valued by the 
Kingswood Community  
 
With the current focus on sustainability and reducing carbon emissions & greater 
reliance on involving the local community it is likely that we will be reviewing our current 
arrangements, there is currently quite a high reliance on servicing the park by mobile 
staff. There is also an ambition to set up a more specialised parks team who can be 
better equipped to support our volunteers. 
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APPENDIX 10: 
GREEN SPACES DELIVERY 
PLAN FOR PARKS AND GREEN 
HERITAGE SITES IN SOUTH 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S EAST 
FRINGE 2011-16



Green Space Delivery Plan for parks and green heritage sites in South 
Gloucestershire’s East Fringe 2011 - 2016 
 
Vision 
 
South Gloucestershire has an important legacy of heritage and cultural assets, 
including over 2000 listed buildings, approximately 1500 locally listed buildings, 30 
conservation areas, 8 registered historic parks and gardens, 35 scheduled 
monuments and a wide range of undesignated historic buildings, archaeological sites 
and remains, and historic parks and gardens. These assets make a significant 
contribution to the identity of the locality in which they are set, helping to create a 
sense of place (South Gloucestershire Core Strategy, December 2011; Part 1 
Section 5 Policy CS2 8.7). See map at Appendix 1. 
 
There is a term in the scholastic discipline of social geography that describes public 
spaces as “social relations stretched out” (Massey 1992, p2) meaning that such 
spaces are needed for the development and sustainability of community life. But this 
‘stretching out’ also occurs over time as such spaces often represent a living history 
which encompasses local knowledge and collective memory and which “deepens the 
connection between people and the places around them” (Countryside 
Agency/Groundwork 2005) and “gives an identity to our time and place in history 
[and] connects us to past and future generations” (CABE 2006). In its management 
practices the Council actively implements this vision of its green and heritage assets 
by involving local communities in direct partnership at many of its sites. This is 
achieved through the development of, and work with, site-specific ‘Friends’ Groups, 
parish councils, community projects such as local history societies and local and 
national voluntary organisations. 
 
East Fringe 
 
For planning purposes, South Gloucestershire Council’s Core Strategy (2011) is 
divided into six geographical areas. One of these is the East Fringe of Bristol urban 
area, which includes the communities of Downend, Emersons Green, Mangotsfield, 
Staple Hill, Soundwell, Kingswood, Warmley, Cadbury Heath, Oldland Common, 
Longwell Green and Hanham. The Core Strategy identifies these areas (with the 
exception of Emerson’s Green which is a largely new development) as “established 
communities with strong identities, most of which have grown up around historic 
settlements” (Core Strategy 2011, 13.1). The Core Strategy also identifies the East 
Fringe as an “area [that] has a distinctive and important non-conformist and industrial 
heritage” which includes “highly valued assets such as Kingswood and Page Parks, 
the Avon Valley, Cotswolds AONB, Bristol to Bath Railway Path, Avon Valley 
Railway and the long distance footpath and cycleway network” (Core Strategy 2011, 
13.1). See map at Appendix 2. 
 



However the Core Strategy also notes that the East Fringe includes “pockets of 
relative deprivation in Kingswood, Staple Hill and Cadbury Heath” and that 
“employment land has been lost to residential development so that now the area 
significantly under-provides for the local workforce and 18,000 people commute daily 
to central Bristol and 6,300 commute to the North Fringe of Bristol” (Core Strategy 
2011 13.2). Therefore “the Council will also work with its partners to ensure that 
training and employment opportunities are enhanced for residents of the priority 
neighbourhoods at Kingswood, Staple Hill and Cadbury Heath” (Core Strategy 2011, 
13.6). 
 
In the urban heart of the East Fringe, in the Kingswood and Staple Hill areas, 
population densities are on average higher than in other parts of South 
Gloucestershire and so the local footfall and community value of local parks and 
green heritage sites are greatly increased. For example, during a recent service 
improvement survey of 413 people in Staple Hill, over a fifth of respondents said they 
used Page Park daily and well over half said that they used it at least weekly 
(November 2010). This is why the Council has invested extensively in these sites, 
both in terms of maintaining and developing facilities and amenities and in targeting 
community development work to ensure the establishment of and support for site-
specific ‘Friends Groups’ involving local communities, service-users and community 
projects such as local history societies. For example, both major parks in the East 
Fringe (Page Park and Kingswood Park) have active Friends Groups, together with 
Friends Groups at Warmley Historic Gardens, the Avon Valley Woodlands, Barrs 
Court Moat, Lincombe Barn Woods, Grimsbury Farm, Warmley Forest Park, Cock 
Road Ridge and Leap Valley. As well as contributing ideas and local expertise to the 
management of these sites, Friends Groups generate thousands of hours of 
volunteering time in contributing to community activities at, and to the maintenance 
of, these valuable green heritage sites. As such they also provide a resource for 
community learning and as with other forms of volunteering they can act as a 
stepping stone for people who wish to develop new skills to enhance their 
employability.  
 
Management 
 
The management of parks and green heritage sites falls under the Council’s Street 
Care section, which is part of the Community Services and Environment Directorate. 
Operational management of these sites falls to Community Spaces Section. The 
current draft Service Improvement Plan (2012) for this section states as its 
operational aims for parks and green heritage sites: 
 

• To protect and maintain the community heritage and historical integrity of 
parks and community green spaces whilst ensuring that there are creative 
means of communicating their cultural importance;  



• To develop the social amenity and recreational resourcefulness of parks and 
community green spaces without altering their local distinctiveness;  

• To protect and sustain the environmental amenity and bio-diversity of parks 
and community green spaces; 

• To ensure that parks and community green spaces are accessible to the 
whole community and reflect the diversity of community aspirations and 
needs; 

• To involve communities as partners in the management of parks and 
community green spaces to embed principals of shared custodianship. 

 
The Community Spaces Section seeks to achieve this through community 
partnership, exemplified through the network of ‘Friends’ Groups that enable the 
involvement of local people in every aspect of the management of parks and green 
heritage sites. It delivers this through the disaggregation of decision-making to local 
levels through: 
 

• Local area boards 
• Work with local Elected Members 
• Work with parish councils 
• The establishment of and support for ‘Friends Groups’ for each important site, 

comprising local residents, service-users and relevant community groups 
such as local history societies 

• Partnership with local voluntary organisations including grants and community 
development 

• Partnership with national third sector organisations in heritage and 
conservation  

 
Actions Plans  
 

Site Asset Partners 
Page Park Edwardian municipal park gifted to the people of 

Staple Hill by Alderman Page in 1910, which 
contains many period features, trees and 
amenities including a bandstand, dovecote, 
clock-tower, tennis courts, bowling green, 
sensory garden, football pitches, play areas, and 
gardens.  

Friends of Page 
Park,  
Downend Local 
History Society  

Plans Continued investment in the Park’s restoration and in the 
enhancement of community and environmental amenities. Already 
achieved have been the installation of new play equipment for children 
and young people, restoration of the historic main entrance gates, 
creation of sensory garden, renovation of bowling green, construction 
of new aviary and dovecote, ground amelioration works to extend the 
life of original trees and the production of a ten year horticultural 
management plan. Following community surveys and consultation, 



next steps include plans for and expected capital works to restore all 
heritage features of the park and to develop new amenities including a 
community building to include facilities for horticultural training and a 
cafe, conversion of existing tennis courts into a multi-use sports area, 
and the establishment of permanent staffing in the park together with 
more community events and activities and volunteering opportunities. 
Further work towards Green Flag Award accreditation.  

 

Site Asset Partners 
Kingswood 
Park 

Municipal Park in urban Kingswood designed in 
1934 by Albert Press, Kingswood District 
Council’s first Parks Superintendent. It includes 
tennis courts, bowling green and pavilion, 
bandstand, a wetland area, children’s play area, 
formal gardens, picnic area and grass for informal 
recreational use. 

Friends of 
Kingswood Park, 
Hanham & 
Kingswood Bowls 
Club, Old School 
youth centre. 

Plans Continued investment in the park’s enhancement for community and 
environmental benefit. In recent years the main park gates have been 
restored, artist-designed picnic furniture has been installed and an 
avenue of cherry trees has been planted to enhance the formal 
gardens. The Friends of Kingswood Park produced a development 
plan for the park and future projects awaiting further public 
engagement include the addition of a bandstand roof to the 
bandstand, restoration of a double rose arch (this was an original 
feature of the park) and creation of a new community garden within 
the park.  

 

Site Asset Partners 
Old Railway 
Line 

Once the Bristol Midland line, now a nationally 
acclaimed cycle-walkway linking Bristol to Bath, 
part of which is also home to the Avon Valley 
heritage railway. It includes important heritage 
features such stations, bridges and a tunnel.  

Sustrans, Avon 
Valley Railway. 

Plans Continued maintenance and conflict resolution  
 

Site Asset Partners 
Avon Valley 
Railway 

Working heritage steam railway with locomotives, 
rolling stock, station and engine shed leased and 
run by volunteers.  

Avon Valley 
Railway Company 
Ltd. 
British Waterways 

Plans Continued partnership working with the Avon Valley Railway Company 
Ltd and British Waterway to improve access.  

 

 

 



Site Asset Partners 
Warmley 
Signal Box 

Grade II listed wooden signal box and community 
garden at the side of the Bristol to Bath Railway 
Path and including the original signal levers and 
mechanisms inside the box. There are a number 
of industrial heritage features near the signal box 
including some of the original rails, signals, the 
waiting room (now a café) and railway platforms 
that include a sculpture garden. Adjacent toilets 
and car park and cycle repair facility.  

Siston and 
Warmley 
Community 
Gardens Project, 
Sustrans. 

Plans The signal box has recently undergone external restoration and 
repainting in its original London Midland Railway colours. At the same 
time a community garden was built at the side of the signal box which 
is used by a group of adults with learning difficulties and provides a 
focal point for local people. Work is continuing to fully restore the 
inside of the two-storey signal box, replacing the original steps to the 
top storey and eventually leading to the restoration of the signal 
mechanisms. The restoration will culminate in a small community 
festival which will explore different ways of using the newly-restored 
building and include a local history display and an opportunity to 
gather memories from people who worked on and used the old 
railway. 

 

Site Asset Partners 
Warmley 
Station 
sculpture 
garden 

Public sculptures on the west platform.  Sustrans, 
Land owners of 
East platform 

 Continued maintenance  
 

 

Site Asset Partners 
Warmley 
Historic 
Gardens 
and Grotto 

Site of first integrated industrial process during 
early industrial revolution. Oldest known concrete 
statue in UK. Historic underground grotto. Pond 
and gardens linked to early 18th century factory 
building of historic significance. Other historic 
remains. Site of Kingswood Museum. 

Kingswood 
History Society, 
Friends of 
Warmley 
Gardens, 
voluntary sector 
partners at the 
Clocktower 
brassworks. 

Plans In the past two years the stone walls of historic Echo Pond have been 
restored and the dry pond bed remodelled. The gardens have been 
enhanced with ‘pictorial meadow’ planting schemes and native shrub 
planting. Access improvements such as interpretation signs, path 
improvements and a new access slope for people with mobility 
problems have been installed in 2010-11. A management plan exists 



for the historic gardens to guide future work in conjunction with the 
Friends group. 

 

Site Asset Partners 
Conham 
River Park 
and Avon 
Valley 
Woodlands 

Semi-ancient woodlands and geological SSSIs, 
industrial heritage, footpaths and bridleway, picnic 
site, car park.  
 
 

Friends of Avon 
Valley, British 
Trust for Nature 
Conservation. 

Plans Maintain the site to enable access for local people to enjoy the 
countryside. Access improvements River Avon Trail, new signage and 
way marking and undertake management works for biodiversity within 
woodland eg coppicing and  woodland thinning   

 

 

Site Asset Partners 
Grimsbury 
Farm 

Community farm with historic barn, farm 
buildings, farmhouse, café, play area, toilet and 
car park. Grimsbury Farm contains the remains of 
orchards, including perry pears which existed at 
least as far back as the 18th century, known as Mr 
Woodward’s orchard. The Barn is used by the 
British Trust for Nature Conservation for 
educational work and training courses. The Tree 
Life Centre has recently relocated to the farm 
from Bristol and offers rural skills educational 
courses from the site. The site is now also shared 
with a specialist centre for children with multiple 
and profound disabilities who benefit from the 
farm’s amenities; and a new environmentally 
sustainable garden of remembrance has been 
recently added to the site.  

Friends of 
Grimsbury Farm, 
BTCV,  
The Tree Life 
Centre, 
Seven Springs 
Centre for 
children with 
multiple 
disabilities  

Plans Continued investment in the farm’s development as a valuable 
community facility for recreation, education, heritage and the natural 
environment. The 8 hectare/20 acre mixed farm has recently 
expanded its stock to include rare breed animals such as Gloucester 
Old Spot pigs, Hereford cattle and South Downs sheep. A new 
generation of local varieties of apples and pears have been planted 
over the past few years and work is continuing to spread knowledge of 
how to care for these trees. Regular events planned for the year 
include a traditional Wassail celebration, open days including 
demonstrations of traditional farming methods and a carol and nativity 
play evening. The recent successful opening of a café in one of the 
old barns will lead to further sympathetic remodelling of the café barn 
to increase access and use of this building. Plans are also in place to 
improve the animal pens in the current stable block and increase 
school and group visits.  



 

Site Asset Partners 
Barrs Court 
Moat 

Site of 14th Century moated house, moat remains 
intact, ruins of early Victorian barn walls, play 
area, wildlife area.  

Friends of Barrs 
Court Moat, Barrs 
Court Primary 
School. 

Plans Continued investment in maintenance and in the environmental 
enhancement of this heritage and wildlife site, in partnership with 
community friends group and local primary school.  

 

Site Asset Partners 
Warmley 
Forest Park 

An informal park of 14 hectares (36 acres) rich in 
industrial heritage as a former coal mine then clay 
works with links to the Dramway and Bristol to 
Bath Railway Path. The park was landscaped in 
the 1990s following the closure of a landfill site 
which occupied part of the area. Features include 
a scout hut and visitor’s centre, car park, 
community orchard, skate park, attenuation pond, 
intermittent pond habitats, meadowland and 
woodland. Siston Brook runs through the east 
boundary of the park. The park is regularly used 
for informal recreation including walking and 
horse riding. The park is also booked for 
organised events such as cyclocross, forest 
schools and orienteering. The park contains a 
waymarked orienteering trail and an award-
winning Bat Audio Trail. 

Friends of 
Warmley Forest 
Park,  
Warmley and 
Siston Community 
Gardens project 
 

Plans The management plan for Warmley Forest Park was refreshed in 
2011. Ongoing work includes scrub management, woodland thinning 
and access improvements. New entrance signs were installed for the 
park in 2011 and a wide range of improvements to enhance the 
aesthetics, safety, natural environment and access to the park were 
carried out during a ‘day of action’ by SGC and volunteers in October 
2010. A programme of community engagement with local schools has 
led to the visitor’s centre being regularly used by a local school. Work 
is carried out in the park by the Probation Service Unpaid Work team 
in conjunction with SGC and Warmley and Siston Community 
Gardens. Hedge laying and tree planting training course have recently 
taken place in the park to enhance the natural heritage and pass on 
traditional skills to volunteers. Over 2012 work will continue to improve 
access to the park including regrading path slopes and upgrading 
surfaces to allow access by wheelchairs and mobility vehicles. 
Warmley and Siston Community Gardens are planning more orchard 
planting to build on the local history of fruit growing in the area. 

 

 



Site Asset Partners 
Magpie 
Bottom 

14 acres (5.7 hectares) of informal grassland and 
woods form the open space of Magpie Bottom. 
Magpie Bottom runs along the Stradbrook from 
the A431 west of Hanham towards Kingswood. 
The open space is bisected by a brook which 
flows through a pond. There are several 
woodland trails plus the main paths going North 
to South and East to West. A substantial green 
has goal posts at the centre and smaller grassed 
areas dotted around. The remains of part of an 
apple orchard can be found on the western edge 
in amongst the woodland. 

 

Friends of Magpie 
Bottom 

Plans Continued management of the open space as an important area for 
informal recreation, wildlife and local heritage value, including 
preserving the heritage of the orchard. 

 

Site Asset Partners 
Leap Valley A ¼ mile stretch of stream located on South 

Gloucestershire Council land, runs from 
Badminton Road Downend to Bow Farm. It 
contains a wet land of conservation value due to 
snipe and water rail and also a small seasonal 
pond. It alsohas bluebell woodland and a 
community orchard. 

Friends of Leap 
Valley 

Plans General maintenance spring clearing, pond clearance, ongoing hedge 
cutting. Wetland maintenance and attention to drainage channels. 
Having an overall  management plan in place. 

 

Site Asset Partners 
Lincombe 
Barn 
Woods 

Public open space in Downend. Mix of open field 
space and deciduous woodland leading down to 
the river Frome   

Friends of 
Lincombe Barn 

Plans Management plan in place to provide better ecological habitat. 
Working to improve access routes through the wooded area and 
opening up new routes. Continue on going community events   

 

Site Asset Partners 
Siston 
Common 

37 hectares of registered common land Graziers and 
Commoners 
 

Plans Working towards Higher Level Stewardship. Plan to reintroduce a 
Friends of Siston Common group. 



 

Site Asset Partners 
Webbs 
Heath 
Common 

Registered common land, incorporated into 
acreage of Siston Common 

Graziers and 
Commoners 

Plans The Council’s manages the asset on behalf of owners. Working 
towards Higher Level Stewardship 

 

Site Asset Partners 
Bridgeyate 
Common 

4.5 Hectares of registered common land Graziers and 
Commoners 

Plans Working towards Higher Level Stewardship 
 

Site Asset Partners 
Hawkesbur
y and 
Inglestone 
Common 

113 hectares of registered common. Permanent 
pasture lying to the North East and South of 
Lower Woods. In part a SSSI site. Designated as 
Access Land. 

Graziers and 
Commoners, 
Parish Council 

Plans Higher Level Stewardship achieved. Implementation of Scrub 
Management Plan to enhance grasslands.  

 

Site Asset Partners 
Other 
commons 

5 other smaller commons less than 1 hectare or 
linear roadside 

 

Plans Continued maintenance  
 

 

Site Asset Partners 
Closed 
Church-
yards 

10 closed churchyards managed as heritage sites Churches 

Plans Continued repairs and maintenance. Health and safety surveys.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendices  
 

Appendix 1 - Map Showing Strategic Core Strategy Geographical 
Areas 

 



Appendix 2 - Key Infrastructure Map of East Fringe of Bristol Urban 
Area 
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Background 

South Gloucestershire Council and The Friends of Kingswood Park are working together on a 

masterplan for the park. This is a long-term plan of improvements. To help them to decide 

what to work on first and what improvements have the support of those that use and live 

near the park, a survey was designed to get the views of residents. 

Consultation methodology 

A dedicated consultation webpage was set-up for this project. Respondents were able to 

complete the survey on line, to download and print a copy of the questionnaire from the 

webpage or complete the survey through paper copies distributed through the Friends of 

Kingswood Park group. The consultation period was open from 29th May 2015 until the 20th 

July 2015. 123 people responded to the consultation by completing the survey. 

Respondents could select all of the multiple-choice options in questions 1-4 so please note 

that the respondent base for these variables is considerably greater than the total number 

of respondents. 

Key Findings 

 80% of those who completed the survey said that they would increase their use of 

the park if the proposals are implemented 

 A large majority of respondents (92%) rated their satisfaction with the park as it is 

now as either very good, good or ‘it’s alright’ 

 Most respondents use the park on weekly basis (44%) 

 Restoring the Rose Arch and More Benches were the two options for the Garden 

Zone that received the most support 

 In the Play & Fitness Zone, Refurbishing the Play Equipment and Play Equipment for 

Older Children were the two options which gleaned the most support with 18% of 

positive votes each 

 For the Nature Zone the Tree trail (label the trees) received the largest amount of 

support with 16% 

 Improvements to the Toilets and having Refreshments/café were the top two most 

supported ‘other’ proposals with 20% and 18% positive support each 

Kingswood Park Masterplan Consultation 

Consultation Report - September 2015 



Survey Responses 

Question 1: Do you support the following proposals for the Garden Zone? 

Restoring the Rose Arch and More Benches were the two options that received the most 

support from those answering positively, with 19% each. Of the five other options, four of 

them - Incredible Edibles, Better Planting, Redesign Floral Circle and Dogs on Short Leads - all 

received between 12-13% of support. A fifth option, the Adopt a Plot Scheme, had slightly 

less support with 10%. 

Dogs on Short Leads, Adopt a Plot and Incredible Edibles all had comparatively strong 

negative ratings of 22%, 19% and 19% each. 

 

  Garden Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 667 484 183 

Restore rose arch 104 93 11 

  16% 19% 6% 

'Incredible Edibles' community food growing 98 63 35 

  15% 13% 19% 

Better planting 81 57 24 

  12% 12% 13% 

Redesign floral circle (including stonework) 84 59 25 

  13% 12% 14% 

Adopt a plot scheme 85 50 35 

  13% 10% 19% 

Dogs on short leads 96 57 39 

  14% 12% 21% 

More benches 102 91 11 

  15% 19% 6% 

Other 17 14 3 

  3% 3% 2% 

 



 

Respondents were offered the chance to suggest any other proposals or make a comment. 

Four comments were left. All comments from this section are listed below: 

 Sensory Patch 

 Lights and more bins 

 Clear up broken glass, rose arch - - too expensive, I like the planting, floral circle like 

it as is, adopt a plot scheme - people might neglect it and it will look tatty, dogs on 

short leads - dogs seem well controlled here 

 Rose bushes, herbs in areas 

 Scented flowers and shrubs 

 Picnic benches for families 

 Seating in the newly created area behind the tennis courts 

 Bit higher 

 Monkey puzzle tree 

 Sensory garden 

 Re-strict times dogs are aloud so people can enjoy dog free at certain times 

 Use of ornate park lighting to make the park safer. 

 Parks are mixed use community spaces and why do you always suggest imposing 

restrictions that affect dog walkers? 

  

Yes

No

2%

3%

6%

19%
12%

22%

10%

19%

12%

14%
13%

12%

19%

13%
19%

6%

Restore rose arch

'Incredible Edibles' community food growing

Better planting

Redesign floral circle (including stonework)

Adopt a plot scheme

Dogs on short leads

More benches

Other

Garden Zone proposals



Question 2: Do you support the following proposals for the Play & Fitness Zone? 

Refurbishing the Play Equipment and Play Equipment for Older Children were the two 

options which gleaned the most support with 18% of positive votes each. The four other 

options; an Area for Young People, Replace the Goalposts, Central Dog-free Area and 

Refurbish Basketball Nets, were all rated similarly, scoring between 15%-16% support. 

  Play & Fitness Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 615 529 86 

Play equipment for older children 102 93 9 

  17% 18% 11% 

Area for young people 98 85 13 

  16% 16% 15% 

Refurbish play area 103 93 10 

  17% 18% 12% 

Replace goal posts 100 84 16 

  16% 16% 19% 

Refurbish basketball net 93 78 15 

  15% 15% 17% 

Central dog-free area (near play area) 101 82 19 

  16% 16% 22% 

Other 18 14 4 

  3% 3% 5% 

 

The Central Dog-free Area, Replace the Goalposts and Refurbish Basketball Nets all received 

comparatively high No ratings of 22%, 19% and 17% respectively. 

Respondents had the opportunity to suggest any other improvements or to leave a 

comment at this section. All comments are listed here: 

 Toddler's area 

 Bigger 

 Skate ramps, park our items 

 Litter education (teenagers) 

 No because worried about vandalism 

 Ramps 

 Some fitness equipment for adult 

 Lights and more bins 

 Do something with bandstand, play equipment for older children - will encourage 

teens to congregate and intimidate, footballs out of control, danger. 

 Fitness equipment 

 Outdoor gym 

 Sand play/water - smaller scale than Vassals or Hengrove. Zip wire 

 assault course; zip wire; climbing area; pirate ship; sand pit; cycling circuit/pathway; 

fitness zone 



 Would be good to make the whole park dogs on leads & certain times in the day to 

be totally dog free 
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Question 3: Do you support the following proposals for the Nature Zone? 

Of the eight options put forward, the Tree trail (label the trees) received the largest amount 

of support with 16% of respondents voting yes.  Five of the next best rated options - Nature 

trail, Create a meadow, Bulb planting, Woodland walk by Edward Road gate and Signs for 

wetland area – all scored between 14% - 12% of those who responded in the positive. 

Native Hedge and More Trees were the lowest rated options with 10% and 9% each. Native 

Hedge and More Trees also received the highest negative score with 16% and 20% of No 

votes with Create a Meadow closely following on a 14% negative rating. 

  Nature Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 766 618 148 

Tree trail (label the trees) 105 98 7 

  14% 16% 5% 

Nature trail 99 87 12 

  13% 14% 8% 

Create a meadow 95 75 20 

  12% 12% 14% 

Bulb planting 96 77 19 

  13% 13% 13% 

Woodland walk by Edward Road gate 95 77 18 

  12% 13% 12% 

Signs for wetland area 94 78 16 

  12% 13% 11% 

Native hedge (Edward Road) 83 60 23 

  11% 10% 16% 

More trees 85 56 29 

  11% 9% 20% 

Other 14 10 4 

  2% 2% 3% 

 

 



 

Comments and suggestions left at the end of the question are listed below: 

 Willow arch 

 Depends on what they are 

 Lights and more bins 

 Seclude grove area better 

 Information about trees species 

 Prune willows in wetland 

 Bird boxes, more lavendar for bees 
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Question 4: Do you support the following other proposals for the park? 

Improvements to the Toilets and Refreshments/café were the top two most supported 

‘other’ proposals with 19% and 18% positive support each. The Kingswood Heritage Trail 

also saw comparatively strong support with a 15% rating.  

    

  Q4a to Q4h   Total Yes No 

Base   681 535 146 

          

Improve paths and access   87 66 21 

    13% 12% 14% 

Toilets   110 104 6 

    16% 19% 4% 

Refreshments/café   110 97 13 

    16% 18% 9% 

Kingswood Heritage Trail   93 78 15 

    14% 15% 10% 

Murals on park buildings   89 54 35 

    13% 10% 24% 

Refurbish Edward Road gates and High Street 
pillars   86 59 27 

    13% 11% 19% 

Sculptures   91 65 26 

    13% 12% 18% 

Other   15 12 3 

    2% 2% 2% 
 

   

    

Sculptures, Improve paths/access, Refurbish Edward Road Gates and Murals on Park 

Buildings scored between 10%-12% support each. 

The negative ratings show comparatively high disagreement with the proposals for Murals 

on Park Buildings, Refurbish Edward Rd and Sculptures as scores of 24%, 19% and 18% 

reveal. 

Ratings of 14% for Improve Paths/Access, 10% for Kingswood Heritage Trail and 9% for 

Refreshments/café show less disapproval for these options. The lowest negative rating, 4% 

for Toilets, along with its high positive rating of 20%, suggests this improvement enjoys 

strong support. 



 

Listed below are the comments left at this section of the survey: 

 More music days 

 Toilet accessed from the park 

 Illuminate in evening/early morning. Make toilets less intimidating and smelly. Cafe = 

more litter 

 Paint gates 

 Log benches for us 

 Security lights around sculptures 

 More recycling bins high street end park 

 Do away with Bowling green and utilise the space for the wider community rather 

than a small part of the community; PROVIDE PARKING AND ACCESS FOR DISABLED 

 Prune trees which overhang into Edward Road. 

 A cafe would be a great addition; like st georges park. 

 A cafe/coffee shop would be such a great thing to have. 

 More rubbish bins 

  

Improve paths 12%

Toilets 19%

Cafe 18%
Heritage Trail 15%

Murals 10%

Refurbish Edward 
Rd 11%

Sculptures 12%
Other 2%

Other Improvements to Kingswood Park



Question 5: Do you have any other comments? 

65 Comments were left in this section. Each comment may have referenced a number of 

issues relating to the park and its use. All comments are listed below: 

 In the summer to have stalls and refreshments and ice cream van 

 Long strip of grass, when it grows could be dog run by church wall. Would need park 

wardens to stop vandals 

 Nice an big 

 Better and cleaner toilet facilities and natural sculptures 

 More art & crafts for people with learning difficulties 

 Garden zone will get vandalised. Biggest issue with park is youths making people feel 

uncomfortable and vandalising including drinking and smashing bottles 

 Under age drinking, drug usage, vandalising park 

 Teenagers and druggies and drunks hang around making noise, vandalising the 

equipment, take drugs, broken glass 

 Not happy with teenagers littering the park, hanging around in groups 

 Only refurbish if necessary, toilets at end of park, Edward Road 

 Needs a football court 

 Needs a football court perhaps a goalpost 

 Make the park more attractive to everyone. Some adults fitness toys for exercises 

such as traction, push up 

 More exercise equipment, get rid of the green thing as it's an eye sore plus the 

bigger kids use it for drinking and drugs and other things. Make a maze for children. 

A special place for dogs only 

 More wood carving in and around the park. More fitness equipment. Get rid of the 

green thing as it is an eye sore and it encourages young adults to take drugs and 

drink and children climb on it and risk hurting themselves. More entertainment 

 It's vital to maintain these parks and utilise them as much as possible 

 Separate playground/park for different age children 

 More police patrols to limit the amount of drugs being sold, smoked, inhaled and 

injected by park users. 

 This park is not safe for children at times due to drug related items and broken glass 

and large numbers of aggressive youths in the evening 

 The flower garden was always beautiful a lot of people had their wedding photos 

taken there, it seems to have gone down hill. People used to take photos of the 

flowers. I do not see that now. More events could be arranged for people in their 

50's 

 Any improvement would be good, it is a lovely park but over the years it has become 

less appealing. I grew up going to this park and have many happy memories. I want 

this for my children and think more things in the park would be good, a conservation 

area and information on the plants, trees, the animals that live in the park, things to 

get minds active 

 Have fun in the park for older people, one day a month, meeting and mixing for 

single people 



 The park could do with more bins and play equipment for children aged 5-10 years 

old 

 Definitely need play equipment for older children aged 5-10 years old, as at present 

there is nothing suitable for them, otherwise I think the park is pretty 

 Try and save money 

 I find the park is always well maintained. When you come in at the top it is very 

attractive but the play area lets it down. It is small, worn and could really do with 

updating. I live around the corner but find I would rather go out in the car to a park 

further away (e.g Keynsham) where there is more to do which is a real shame 

 Glad that people are taking the time on our park, well done everyone 

 If the basketball net is restored could it have a metal net on the ring 

 Keep it simple if too complicated encourages destruction 

 More dog free areas 

 Fence repaired between park and church. Bouncy castle round about with animals 

on for young children. 

 Entertainment up by bandstand. Crazy golf area/ramps for skate boarders 

 Garden zone - benches down bottom end. Nature zone - park not big enough to 

incorporate all these ideas - it's nice as it stands 

 To make it as good as Page Park, Staple Hill but better. I prefer Page Park but I wish 

Kingswood Park would be like that park as I live in Kingswood. I have been to Page 

Park a few times and I have always been blown away with everything in the park. 

Kingswood Park is plain and boring 

 We must try to update this area. With more housing being built we need this place 

for rest and relaxation for all ages. Good new area created by tennis courts also I 

really enjoyed this area. Tree carvings excellent, everything in this park. Maybe a 

sensory area and possible fountain for people to drink from, we had one many years 

ago. My disabled husband also enjoys this open space in his power chair 

 I love the space available at Kingswood Park but it could be used for better facilities. 

Maybe a cafe and better play area, maybe sand/water play like Vassells Park or 

better play equipment. I use the park most days after school weather permitting but 

my 5 year old gets very bored very quickly also other parents say they would visit 

more often if facilities were improved 

 Perhaps get local community to patrol park as volunteers to ensure safety, tidyness 

etc 

 We discussed this as a team and marked the boxes we thought were a priority (we 

all had some different ideas!) We are enjoying the early years garden and take 

groups over regularly. They love the water and it is a focal point for their play 

(watering the plants). Thank you - Children's Centre 

 More dog litter bins 

 The bandstand area should be available to local musicians and theatre groups for 

outdoor performances and other community events (I don't know if this happens 

already) 

 Make play area bigger for young children, more bins 



 The toilets need replacing and really need to be inside the park. Keynsham Park now 

have better toilets they charged 20p to use them but are 100% better and well 

maintained. Also a cafe would also be lovely just for light refreshments. You should 

pop loads of this survey into the local schools so they can be put into the pupils bags 

to be taken home 

 More play equipment especially for older children. Improved toilets (nearer park for 

children). Ice-cream van/cafe especially for school holidays. Wooden play equipment 

in other parks is lovely 

 Make the park more secure when closed to stop kids/teenagers vandalising it 

 Although I do not own a dog, I feel the proposals are biased against dogs and their 

owners, whilst they are one of the main users of the park. Where else can owners let 

their dogs run and play? Kingswood Park is a small park and we should not overdo 

things and spoil the essence of the park. Maybe the meadow could be created within 

the wetland enclosure and community food growing could be arranged in the 

Orchard Road allotments 

 Litter louts need to be dealt with and the area behind the bowling green needs a 

better path especially in winter as it becomes very muddy. All in all the park is very 

lovely and has improved, thank you 

 Needs a path installed behind the bowling green as becomes very muddy during 

winter months. Litter louts need to be punished 

 The park is lovely but there are some people who do not pick up their dog's mess. 

This can spoil some of the grassy areas, as some people like to sit or lie on the grass 

and sunbathe it is a pity. It could deter some people from using the park 

 More lights for winter time in and around park. More bins - a bin on Hollow Road for 

general rubbish would be great as lots of litter from those who use the park drifts 

onto Hollow Road. I love the new area by tennis courts. It's amazing but need 

security lights there for night time to stop idiots who vandalise. Big thanks for 

improving the park thus far, well done to all 

 I would like to see the bandstand area re-designed. The steps are not that suitable 

for sitting when there is entertainment going on, they are too low down. A nice cafe 

would be lovely, tables and chairs on a patio area I think would encourage more 

people to use the park 

 I live very near the park and have been disappointed by its poor upkeeping especially 

the play park (play equipment missing for at least three years). It's sad that the floral 

circle is in such a bad state as it is beautiful. Some of the walls around the inside of 

the park also need fixing or rebuilding 

 Better planting - good now 

 More litter bins & doggie bins. Perhaps a park warden would encourage people to 

treat the park with more respect than they currently do. Sadly maybe CCTV so those 

causing damage could be identified 

 I have used the park from a very young age and now take my children there 

regularly. However I think more could be made of the park. The toilets are dark, 

dingy and I hate using them. My kids love Keynsham and Bath park, although 

Kingswood park is smaller similar facilities and play areas would be brilliant 



 Garden zone all good no need to update 

 The park toilets should be retained. Their maximum use is out of hours and they 

need to be handy for mums and muddy kids 

 With all the work done so far and a new area created much needed for people this 

quiet area much appreciated extra seating needed. 

 I am sick of seeing drunken elderly bowlers leaving the bowling green; they are noisy 

and there is not enough parking spaces 

 I reported this branch overhang into Edward Road 4 years ago. And still nothing has 

been done; VERY DANGEROUS. 

 This is long over due 

 Would love certain areas dog free; also all dogs to be keaped on leads at all times & 

maybe dog free times so no dogs aloud say 10-12 & 3.30-5.30 just an idea. 

 I think that the park should be made bicycle friendly as well to attract cyclists to the 

park; and the use of LED lighting to make it safe at night. 

 Limit night time access to the park so we do not have the high volumes of litter every 

morning 

 New area adjacent to Hollow Road, why designated as play area? There are plenty of 

play areas in park why can't this small area become a quiet corner for anyone 

wishing to read, relax or rest while? No need for play area. Gardeners do a really 

good job 

 It would be good to see the rose arch again and many of the ideas are laudable but 

would be costly and therefore difficult in the current climate. I would also in 

particular like to see more effort in stopping the very determined people who pull 

down the fence alongside the church yard and use it as a short cut to the shops 

Comments analysis:  

The issue raised most frequently in these comments is vandalism, drinking and anti-social 

behaviour, making the park feel unsafe. Whilst the majority of comments referred to young 

people, one comment also noted the conduct of some elderly bowlers. 

Improving the play equipment and varying it for different age groups received the next 

largest number of comments with the addition of refreshments or a café also getting strong 

support. Improving the toilets also received relatively strong support whilst a number of 

comments related to either dogs, dog litter or general litter as well. 

  



Question 6: How often do you use the park? 

The majority of respondents use the park on weekly basis (44%) with 18% doing so daily. 

38% use the park less often than weekly. 

  How often do you use the park?     

Base   122 

How often do you use the park? Daily 21 

    17% 

  Weekly 53 

    43% 

  Less often 47 

    39% 

  Never 1 

    1% 
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How often do you use the park?



Question 7: What do you use the playing fields for? 

Respondents were given the chance to say how they use the area now. 102 comments were 

left. The majority of these either referred to walking, children, dogs or play. Other 

comments referred to varied recreational activities with relaxing/enjoying the sun and 

picnics as the next most referenced uses of the park. All comments are listed below: 

 Activities with children 

 Picnics, walks 

 Playing and for a walk 

 Children's playground 

 Riding bike, skates, picnics 

 Peace and quiet 

 Recreational purposes 

 Walking the dogs 

 Walking and enjoying sunshine 

 Walking and enjoying the sun 

 Playing 

 When great grandson visits 

 Playarea and walk round garden area 

 Use play area with granddaughter 

 Football 

 Tennis, football 

 Children to play, walking dogs 

 Play with my children 

 Take my grandchildren to play areas 

 Festivals 

 To have fun and play 

 To walk my dog and taking my niece to the play area 

 Making walks from Hanham and quiet thoughtful times 

 Walk through to school 

 Playing, dog walking 

 Playing, dog walking, climbing trees 

 Children to play 

 Bringing my 5 year old to play 

 Dog walking and children's play area 

 Chill out time 

 To take my little boy for walks and to go in park, picnics when nice weather 

 Enjoy watching others using the park, walk through, have my lunch 

 Events with my children 

 Children's play area 

 To take my children there 

 Relaxation, people watching 

 Walking and walking dog 

 To take my children to play, I would use it more often if the play area was better 



 Walks 

 Picnic, children's play, quiet place to think 

 Walking and taking grandchildren 

 Kids playing 

 Park for my child and basketball net 

 Grandchildren play 

 Funday on Wed 27th May 

 Walking dog and taking grandchildren 

 A quick way to get to Hanham Road bus stop. Sitting in the sun and admiring the 

flora 

 To take grandchildren to playground 

 Dog walking and I take grandchildren 

 The play area 

 My grandchildren 

 To sit and wait for grandchildren after school and holidays 

 If it was more like Page Park I would use it daily 

 Take my son on the rides 

 Walk the dog and enjoy the big open space, Kingswood lacking open spaces for 

enjoyment 

 Play, social meeting 

 Walks, sitting, used to take child to play there, would like to meet friends there 

 Early years groups and their parents 

 Family picnics, dog walking 

 Take grandchildren to play area 

 Walk through on way to library and on way we use outdoor gym 

 Taking my son to play or grandparents take him 

 My children 

 Meeting friends/picnics and for my children to play (aged 3 & 9), the 9 year old gets 

bored - no equipment 

 for him 

 Walking my dog, enjoying the park 

 Play area and for walking/exploring with our children 

 Children's play area 

 Exercise, supervise children playing 

 Walk through on the way to the shops and playing with grandchildren 

 Taking children/dog walking 

 Dog walking and taking children 

 Fresh air and exercise when I can but seats are too low once down it's very hard to 

get up 

 Walking and relaxing 

 I walk through the park to access the High Street 

 Dog walks, grandchild play area 

 Walk through, tennis, football, cricket and bikes, scooters, play park 

 Recreation - sit and enjoy 



 Thinking and throwing a ball 

 My children - play area, bikes, scooter, football 

 For my children/grandson to play in and the occasional picnic and we go to any 

fairs/fun days etc 

 Taking my children to the play area 

 My 3 children play with friends especially age 10, 11 & 7, need update play ground 

 Walking, nature, local amenity 

 Children's play area 

 Like to walk in the park and look at the nice flower displays 

 Walking the dog around and quiet time there enjoying plants and trees with 

socialising also. 

 Walking through from Orchard Road to the High Street and children use the play 

area & sensory garden 

 children's play area 

 children like to play there 

 walking the dog and other recreation 

 A plesant and peaceful walk 

 family activties 

 i use it weekly with my baby. we take a blanket and some food. learning to crawl. 

 Walking and playing 

 Kids to play; relaxing; fresh air; enjoying family time out doors 

 Recreational. 

 Dog walking 

 exercise and walking dog 

 Walking, relaxing, bowls club, admiring flower gardens 

 To look at the flowers 

  



Question 8: How satisfied are you with the playing fields now? 

  How satisfied are you with the park now?     

Base   122 

 It's very good 8 

    7% 

  It's good 36 

    30% 

  It's alright 68 

    56% 

  Not very 10 

    8% 

 

Respondents that think the park is either very good or good as it is now, total 37% with a 

majority of 55% saying the park is ‘alright’. Just 8% are not very satisfied with the park. 
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Question 9: How often would you use the park if the proposed changes were made? 

 

  How often would you use the park if the proposed 
changes were made?     

Base   121 

 More often 97 

    80% 

  
Same as 
now 22 

    18% 

  Less often 2 

    2% 
    

As the pie chart below illustrates, 80% of those who completed the survey said that they 

would increase their use of the park if the proposals are implemented. Whilst 19% said that 

they would use it the same amount as they do now, just 2% thought that they would use it 

less often. 
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Respondent Analysis:  

Question 10: Age 

 

  How old are you?     

Base   120 

How old are you? 18 and under 9 

    8% 

  19 to 24 4 

    3% 

  25 to 44 57 

    48% 

  45 to 64 29 

    24% 

  65 to 74 14 

    12% 

  75 and over 7 

    6% 

 

The largest age group of those responding, with 48%, is the 25-44 range, with 45-64 the next 

highest on 24%. Those under 24 made up 11% of respondents and those over 65 totalled 

18%. 90% of respondents were 25 or over. 

For Question 1, Restore Rose Arch received higher percentage levels of support of 20% from 

the 65-74 and over 75s. 

Q2: whilst 215 of the over 75s supported the Play Equipment for Older Children option, just 

13% from the 65-74 group did. Whilst Replace Goal Posts received 17% support each from 

the age groups between 25-74, it had only 10% from the over 75s and14% from the 19-24 

bracket. 

Q4: whilst the option of a café received 20% support from those over 75 and 16% support 

from those aged between 25-74, it received just 11% from those aged 19-24. 

Q8: Although 71% of over 75s and 59% of 45-64 thought the park as it is now to be very 

good/good, this fell to 24% for the 25-44 group. 

Q9: The levels of support for using the park more if the proposed changes were 

implemented were strong across most age ranges (over 80% except for 45-64 at 79%), for 

the over 75s this fell to 29%. 

  



Question 11: Gender 

  Are you?     

Base   120 

Are you? Male 31 

    26% 

  Female 89 

    74% 

 

Three quarters of all respondents were female and one quarter male. 

Question 6: 2% more female than male respondents use the park daily (18%-16%). 

Q8: whilst 45% of male respondents thought the park (as it is now) to be very good / good, 

this fell to 32% for females. 

Q9: over 90% of men would use the park more often if the proposals went through with 

77% of women saying they would. 

Question 12: Ethnicity 

84% of respondents were from the white British category (English, Welsh, Scottish or 

Northern Irish). The next largest grouping was the White – Other category with 11%. Black 

African/Caribbean/Black British-African respondents made up 2% of the total. 

What is your ethnic 
origin? 

Base 
100 

What is your ethnic 
origin? Black/African/Caribbean/Black British - African 2 

    2% 

  
Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups - White & Black 
Caribbean 1 

    1% 

  White - English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish/British 84 

    84% 

  White - Other 11 

    11% 

  Prefer not to say 2 

    2% 

 

Q1: Those respondents from a Black/African/Caribbean/Black British ethnicity had half the 

support for Better Planting & the Adopt a Plot Scheme than all other options. These two 

options were also the least supported by those respondents with a White 

English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish ethnicity. The least supported option for respondents 

from a White Other ethnicity were Re-design Floral Circle and More Benches. 



Q2: the option of a Central Dog Free Area received 9% support from respondents with 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black British ethnicity, 16% from White 

English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish and 19% from White Other respondents. 

Q4: The options of Improved Toilets & Refreshments/Café saw similarly strong support 

across all ethnic groups. 

Q6: respondents from a Black/African/Caribbean/Black British ethnicity are more likely to 

use the park on a weekly basis, from the White English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish 

ethnicity also on a weekly basis but from the White Other ethnicity this became daily. 

Q9: respondents from a White Other ethnicity were less likely to use the park more often if 

the proposals were implemented (73%) than any other ethnicity: White 

English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish 82%, Black/African/Caribbean/Black British 100%. 

Question 13: Postcodes 

116 postcodes were left for this question. An analysis of these codes reveal that 85% of 

these were from the BS15 postcode area.  

Question 14: Disability 

  Disability     

Base   98 

 Yes 11 

    11% 

  No 87 

    89% 

 

12% of respondents described themselves as having a disability. 

Q4: whilst 17% of non-disabled respondents supported the option of Improved Toilets, this 

fell to 14% of those with a disability but a larger percentage of those with a disability 

supported Sculptures 16% than those without 14%. 

Q6: 55% of those respondents with a disability use the park weekly, dropping to 40% of 

those without. 

Q9: just 1% more respondents with a disability than without would use the park more often 

(80% - 79%). 

  



Wordle or Word Cloud 

This is a different way of representing the comments and views of respondents which takes 

all the text used by those who completed the survey and presents it in a creative, way that 

highlights and enlarges the words and phrases used most often. 

A wordle based on Kingswood Park survey respondents’ text; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Kingswood Park Masterplan Consultation Report September 2015 

Supplementary Information 

This paper will provide supplementary information for questions 1-4 of the Kingswood Park 

Masterplan Survey to better illustrate the response levels to the options and proposals 

outlined. 

Background: 
 
The Snap Survey software provides survey analysis as either; 
 

• 'Break percentages'; where each option is considered in relation to the votes cast for 
all options in the question or 

• 'Analysis percentages'; each option is given a percentage based just on the yes/no 
votes given to that question. 

 
With grid questions, such as those numbered 1-4 in this survey, not all survey respondents 
answer every question or tick all of the options provided in a question (positively or 
negatively) so results will vary from the total number of respondents overall. For example 
for Kingswood Park there were 123 total respondents, but there were 103 responses to the 
Rose Arch option and 80 for the Better Planting option. 
 
We use the break percent approach in this instance so the results for each option can be 
viewed both in relation to all positive votes for other options but also in relation to negative 
votes cast. 
 

Question 1: Garden Zone proposals 

Original information:  

  Garden Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 667 484 183 

        

Restore rose arch 104 93 11 

  16% 19% 6% 

'Incredible Edibles' community food growing 98 63 35 

  15% 13% 19% 

Better planting 81 57 24 

  12% 12% 13% 



Redesign floral circle (including stonework) 84 59 25 

  13% 12% 14% 

Adopt a plot scheme 85 50 35 

  13% 10% 19% 

Dogs on short leads 96 57 39 

  14% 12% 21% 

More benches 102 91 11 

  15% 19% 6% 

Other 17 14 3 

  3% 3% 2% 

 

In this table, all of the positive and negative responses to the seven options put forward can 

be seen in relation to each other. So, of all 484 positive responses, 93 or 19% were for the 

Restore Rose Arch option. More Benches was the second most supported proposal also with 

19%. 

These figures were achieved by taking the total number of positive votes for an option (93 

for Restore Rose Arch), dividing this by the total number of positive votes for all options 

(484) and then multiply by 100. 

Supplementary information - Analysis percentages: 

  Garden Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 667 484 183 

    73% 27% 

Restore rose arch 104 93 11 

    89% 11% 

'Incredible Edibles' community food growing 98 63 35 

    64% 36% 

Better planting 81 57 24 

    70% 30% 

Redesign floral circle (including stonework) 84 59 25 

    70% 30% 

Adopt a plot scheme 85 50 35 

    59% 41% 

Dogs on short leads 96 57 39 

    59% 41% 

More benches 102 91 11 

    89% 11% 

Other 17 14 3 

    82% 18% 

 

In this table using analysis percentages, Restore Rose Arch and More Benches are also the 

two most supported options with 89%. For the Restore Rose Arch option, 93 of the 104 



respondents to this option, supported the proposal. This figure is achieved by taking the 

number of positive respondents (93), dividing this by the total number of respondents for 

that option (104) and then multiply that by 100. 

Question 2: Play and Fitness Zone proposals 

Original Information: 

  Play & Fitness Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 615 529 86 

Play equipment for older children 102 93 9 

  17% 18% 11% 

Area for young people 98 85 13 

  16% 16% 15% 

Refurbish play area 103 93 10 

  17% 18% 12% 

Replace goal posts 100 84 16 

  16% 16% 19% 

Refurbish basketball net 93 78 15 

  15% 15% 17% 

Central dog-free area (near play area) 101 82 19 

  16% 16% 22% 

Other 18 14 4 

  3% 3% 5% 

 

In this table of the question, Play Equipment for Older Children and Refurbish the Play Area 

were the most supported options with 18%. The options that received the most negative 

votes were Central Dog Free Area with 22% and Replace Goal Posts with 19%. 

Again this figure is achieved by taking the number of negative respondents (19), dividing this 

by the total number of respondents for that option (101) and then multiply that by 100. 

Supplementary information - Analysis percentages: 

  Play & Fitness Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 615 529 86 

    86% 14% 

Play equipment for older children 102 93 9 

    91% 9% 

Area for young people 98 85 13 

    87% 13% 

Refurbish play area 103 93 10 

    90% 10% 

Replace goal posts 100 84 16 

    84% 16% 

Refurbish basketball net 93 78 15 

    84% 16% 



Central dog-free area (near play area) 101 82 19 

    81% 19% 

Other 18 14 4 

    78% 22% 

 

In this table using analysis percentages, Play Equipment for Older Children was still the most 

supported option with 91% with Refurbish the Play Area again close behind on 90%.  

Of the 102 respondents to this option within question 2, 93 or 91% supported the Play 

Equipment for Older Children option with 9 or 9% not in agreement. This figure is achieved 

by taking the number of positive respondents (93), dividing this by the total number of 

respondents for that option (102) and then multiply that by 100. 

The options that again received the most negative votes were Central Dog Free Area with 

22% and Replace Goal Posts on 16%. 

Question 3: Nature Zone proposals 

Original information:  

  Nature Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 766 618 148 

Tree trail (label the trees) 105 98 7 

  14% 16% 5% 

Nature trail 99 87 12 

  13% 14% 8% 

Create a meadow 95 75 20 

  12% 12% 14% 

Bulb planting 96 77 19 

  13% 13% 13% 

Woodland walk by Edward Road gate 95 77 18 

  12% 13% 12% 

Signs for wetland area 94 78 16 

  12% 13% 11% 

Native hedge (Edward Road) 83 60 23 

  11% 10% 16% 

More trees 85 56 29 

  11% 9% 20% 

Other 14 10 4 

  2% 2% 3% 

 

In this analysis, Tree Trail and Nature Trail are the options with the most support. 

Supplementary information - Analysis percentages: 

  Nature Zone proposals Total Yes No 

Base 766 618 148 



    81% 19% 

Tree trail (label the trees) 105 98 7 

    93% 7% 

Nature trail 99 87 12 

    88% 12% 

Create a meadow 95 75 20 

    79% 21% 

Bulb planting 96 77 19 

    80% 20% 

Woodland walk by Edward Road gate 95 77 18 

    81% 19% 

Signs for wetland area 94 78 16 

    83% 17% 

Native hedge (Edward Road) 83 60 23 

    72% 28% 

More trees 85 56 29 

    66% 34% 

Other 14 10 4 

    71% 29% 

 

In this analysis, Tree Trail and Nature Trail are the options with the most support. 

Question 4: Other proposals for the park 

Original information:  

  Q4a to Q4h Total Yes No 

Base 681 535 146 

        

Improve paths and access 87 66 21 

  13% 12% 14% 

Toilets 110 104 6 

  16% 19% 4% 

Refreshments/café 110 97 13 

  16% 18% 9% 

Kingswood Heritage Trail 93 78 15 

  14% 15% 10% 

Murals on park buildings 89 54 35 

  13% 10% 24% 

Refurbish Edward Road gates and High Street pillars 86 59 27 

  13% 11% 19% 

Sculptures 91 65 26 

  13% 12% 18% 

Other 15 12 3 



  2% 2% 2% 

 

Supplementary information - Analysis percentages: 

  Q4a to Q4h Total Yes No 

Base 681 535 146 

    79% 21% 

Improve paths and access 87 66 21 

    76% 24% 

Toilets 110 104 6 

    95% 6% 

Refreshments/café 110 97 13 

    88% 12% 

Kingswood Heritage Trail 93 78 15 

    84% 16% 

Murals on park buildings 89 54 35 

    61% 39% 

Refurbish Edward Road gates and High Street pillars 86 59 27 

    69% 31% 

Sculptures 91 65 26 

    71% 29% 

Other 15 12 3 

    80% 20% 
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2019 CONSULTATION KEY CONTACT LIST 
 
 

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL KINGSWOOD 
PARK CONSULTATION - KEY CONTACTS / 

CONSULTEES  

  

Name / Title Address Contact 
Consultation 

date 
  

Schools and pre-school groups 

The Park Junior School 
Hollow Road, Bristol. 

BS15 9TP 
parkprimary.enquiries@sg

mail.org.uk 

flyer and email - 
21/06/19 and follow up 

meeting 16/09/19 

Courtney Road 
Primary School 

Courtney Rd, 
Kingswood,  Bristol, 

BS15 9RD 
office@courtneyps.org.uk 

09/07/19 email 
correspondence and 
follow up meeting on 

24/09/19 

Our Lady of the 
Lourdes RC Primary 

School 

Hanham Rd, Bristol. 
BS15 8PX admin@olol.org.uk 

05/07/19 email 
correspondence and 
follow up meeting on 

12/09/19 

New Horizons Learning 
Centre 

Mulberry Drive 
Kingswood BS15 4EA 

enquires@newhorizonslc.o
rg.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

John Cabot Academy 
Woodside Road 
Kingswood BS15 

8DB 
info@cabot.ac.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Beacon Rise Primary 
School 

Hanham Road 
Kingswood BS15 

8NU  
School@beaconrise.org.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Warmley Park School 

Warmley Park School 
and College,  Tower 

Road North,  
Warmley, Bristol, 

BS30 8XL 

Main School: 01454 
867272 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting 
20/09/19 

2 Mile Hill School 

Two Mile Hill Primary 
School, Kingsway, 
Kingswood, Bristol, 

BS15 8AA 

twomilehillp@bristol-
schools.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Kings Oak Academy 
School 

King's Oak Academy 
Brook Road, Bristol 

BS15 4JT 

primary@kingsoakacadem
y.org.uk / 

principal@kingsoakacade
my.org.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Digitech School  
Tower Road North, 
Bristol BS30 8XQ  

info@digitechstudioschool.
co.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting 
16/09/19 

Kingswood Children’s 
centre 

 Kingswood Locality 
Hub,  Alma Rd, 

Kingswood,  Bristol,  
BS15 4DA 

01454 862433 
09/07/19: email 

correspondence and 
follow up meeting 

St Stephens junior and 
Infants School 

Lansdown Road 
Kingswood BS15 

1XD 

Junior - 
Office@ststephensjunior.or

g.uk / Infants - 
enquiries@ststephensinf.or

g.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 



The Park 
Neighbourhood 

Nursery 

The Park Complex 
Hollow Road 

Kingswood BS15 9TP 

comments@theparknurser
y.org.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Hillside Day Nursery 
Potterswood Britannia 

Road Kingswood  
hillsidedaynursery@hotmai

l.co.uk 
09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Play Away Pre-school 1-11 Hanham Road, 
Bristol BS15 8PW 

info@playawaypreschool.c
o.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting 
25/09/19 

Little acorns Day 
Nursery  

55 New Cheltenham 
Road Kingswood 

BS15 iTN 

Nikki@littleacorns-
kingswood.co.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Community Groups  

Kingsmeadow Flat 
Kingsmeadow@Made 

Forever  

Fisher Road 
Kingswood BS15 

4RQ 

Catherinesama@kingsmea
dowmade4ever.org.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Friends of Southey 
Park 

n/a Friendsofsoutheypark@gm
ail.com 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Friends of Cock Road 
Ridge 

Cock Road Ridge, 
Bristol BS 159 

https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfCockRoadRidge 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Kings Chase Shopping 
Centre 

Unit 12a 
Management Office 

Kingswood BS15 8LP 

manager@kingschaseshop
pingcentre.co.uk  

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Bristol Army Cadet 
Force - Kingswood 

Detachment 

The Cadet Hut 
Anchor Road 

Kingswood BS15 4RF 
n/a 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Crafty Co Childrens 
Club 

Kingswood 
Congregational 

Church 1 Hanham 
Road Kingswood 

BS15 8PW 

0117 9327403 
09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Imperial Winterguard 
Kings Oak Academy 

Brook Road 
Kingswood BS15 4JT 

Imperialwg@gmail.com 
11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Kingswood Ten sing & 
Mini Sing 

Kingswood 
Congregational 

Church 1 Hanham 
Road Kingswood 

BS15 8PW 

info@ten-sing.co.uk 11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Orchard Workshop 

Kingswood 
Foundation Britannia 

Road Kingswood  
BS15 8DB 

orchardworkshop@btintern
et.com 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Bristol Blind Club N/A 01179 428 993 
09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Bristol Orienteering 
Klub N/A 

www.bristolorienteering.org
.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

PWD Photographers 
with Disabilities 

N/A secretary@photographers
withdisabilities.com 

11/07/19 : Email 
Correspondence 

Kingswood Rotary Kingswood Rotary 0117 9567063  09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Community Associations / Partnerships  

Southern Brookes 
Community 
Partnership 

Office 5 Old School 
House Kingswood 
Estate  Britannia 
Road BS15 8DB 

alisonfindlay@southernbro
oks.org.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Kingswood Community 
Association 

The Community 
Centre, The Arch,  

High Street, 
Kingswood,  Bristol. 

 BS15 4AB 

info@kcaonline.co.uk 
11/07/19: email 
correspondence 



CVS South 
Gloucestershire 

Helen Black, CVS 
South Glos, Poole Ct, 

Poole Ct Dr, Yate 
BS37 5PP 

helen.black@cvs-sg.org.uk 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence and 
follow up meeting on 

14/08/19 

Made Forever 
Community Centre 

Clarrissa Costa, 
Made forever 

Community Centre, 
Tenniscourt Rd, 

Bristol BS15 4RQ 

info@kingsmeadowmade4
ever.org.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting 
06/08/18  

Connecting Kingswood 
Alison Findlay 

(Southern Brooks) 
alisonfindlay 

@southernbrooks.org.uk 

11/07/19 email 
correspondence and 

attended group 
meeting on 05/09/19 

South Gloucestershire 
Disabled Action Group 

DAG, c/o Jennifer 
Harmer, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council 

0117 960 9876 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence and 
follow up site meeting 

October 19 

Volunteer Kingswood 

Volunteer Centre 
Kingswood   
Foundation 

Kingswood BS15 
8DB 

info@volunteeringkingswo
od.org.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

 Churches, Faith groups and religious organisations 

Holy Trinity Church, 
Kingswood 

High Street 
Kingswood BS15 

4AD 
Rev. Beverley Charles 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence and 
follow up meetings 

Kingswood Methodist 
Church 

Grantham Road 
Kingswood BS15 1JR 

petershears@msn.com 11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

All souls Church 
Community Centre 
New Cheltenham 
Road BS15 1TN 

As per postal address 
09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Bourne Christian 
Centre 

Bourne Chapel 
Waters Road 

Kingswood BS15 8BE 

Leadership@bournechristi
anCentre.org 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Kingswood 
Congregational Church 

1 Hanham Road 
Kingswood BS15 

8PW 

secretary@lovegodlovelife.
org.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Potters Wood 
Methodist Church 

Pows Road 
Kingswood  

iandarney@blueyonder.co.
uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

United Church 
Kingswood 

88 Regent Street 
Kingswood BS15 

8HU 

patsy.holdsworth@moravia
n.org.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Salvation Army 
 266 Two Mile Hill 

Road, Bristol. BS15 
1AD 

diane.steadman@salvation
army.org.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Freedom Church  

Kings Oak Academy 
Brook Road 

Kingswood BS15 
4JW 

j.townley@wearefreedomc
hurch.co.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting 
02/08/18  

Our Lady of Lourdes 
2 Court Road 

Kingswood BS15 
9QB 

bristol.ourladyoflourdes@cl
iftondiocese.com 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

SARI - Stand Against 
Racism & Inequality 

15 Portland Square, 
Bristol BS2 8SJ 

 0117 942 0060 09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

South Gloucestershire 
Asian Project 

The Chantry, Elton 
Room, 52 Castle 

Street, Thornbury, 
South Glos, BS35 

1HB 

sgap.office@gmail.com 
11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

South Gloucestershire 
Chinese Association  

South 
Gloucestershire 

Chinese Association  
sgca.office@yahoo.co.uk 

11/07/19: email 
correspondence 



 Conservation, Wildlife & Horticultural Groups 

Avon Bat Group TBC 
hello@avonbatgroup.org.u

k 
11/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Avon Wildlife Trust 

Avon Wildlife Trust, 
32 Jacobs Wells 

Road, Bristol, BS8 
1DR 

mail@avonwildlifetrust.org.
uk 

12/07/19: email 
correspondence 

The Conservation 
Volunteers 

Claire Dinsdale, The 
Conservation 

Volunteers, The 
Create Centre, 
Smeaton Road, 
Bristol, BS1 6XN 

 volunteer-
bristol@tcv.org.uk 

12/07/19: email 
correspondence and 
follow up meeting on 

02/08/19 

Avon Gardens Trust 

Avon Gardens Trust's 
Registered Office 

The CREATE Centre, 
Smeaton Road, 
Bristol BS1 6XN 

chairman@avongardenstru
st.org.uk 

12/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Be empowered Farm 
Futures 

Maria Needs 
admin@befarmfutures.co.u

k 

12/07/19: email 
correspondence and 
follow up meeting on 

08/08/19  

 History / Heritage Groups 

Kingswood History 
Society 

Dennis Noble, Room 
4 Park Centre High 
Street Kingswood 

BS15 4AR 

dn007g9122@blueyonder.
co.uk 

08/07/19: email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting 
09/08/19 

Kingswood Museum 
Tower Lane Warmley 

BS30 8XT 
kingswoodmuseum@gmail

.com 

08/07/19: email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting 
24/09/19 

Whitfield Tabernacle 
Trust  

20 Verwood Drive 
Bitton BS30 6JP 

Whitfieldtrust@gmail.com 
09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Scout / Guide Associations 

1st Kingswood BP 
Scouts 

Church of Ascension 
Hollyguest Road 

Kingswood BS15 9NT 

kingswoodbpscouts@yaho
o.co.uk 

12/07/19: email 
correspondence 

24th Kingswood (1st 
Hanham ) Christchurch 

Scout Group 

Church Hall 
Christchurch Hanham 

rich.sheppard@blueyonder
.co.uk 

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence 

37th Kingswood Scout 
Group 

Deers Lodge HQ off 
Deerhurst Road 

Kingswood BS15 
1XH 

As per postal address 
09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

37th Kingswood 
Methodist Brownies 

Group 

Kingswood Methodist 
Church Grantham 
Road Kingswood 

BS15 1JR 

elleneythreader@gmail.co
m 

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence 

Youth Organisations 

LGBTQ Alphabet 
Group n/a Berkley Wilde 

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence 

South Glos Youth 
Services - Creative 

Youth Network 

Hannah Panes / 
Phoebe Langton-
Beck, South Glos 

Youth Services, 20 
Old School House, 
Kingswood Estate, 

Britannia Rd, Bristol, 
BS15 8DB 

Hannah.Panes@creativey
outhnetwork.org.uk 

08/07/19: email 
correspondence and 
follow up face-to-face 

meeting 14/08/19 



Children's Scrapstore  
(After school clubs / 
creative sessions) 

Hannah Child, 
Children's Scrapstore, 
Scrapstore House, 21 

Sevier Street, St 
Werburghs, Bristol 
BS2 9LB  Tel: 0117 

908 5644 

www.childrensscrapstore.c
o.uk   Tel: 0117 908 5644 

20/09/2019 : email 
correspondence 

Parish Councils 

Oldland Parish Council  
28 Brunel Close 

BridgeYate Bristol 
BS30 5BB 

oldlandpc@live.com 
09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Siston Parish Council  
9 Roseblade Walk 

London Road Tetbury 
GL8 8TB 

 sistonpc@gmail.com 
09/07/19: email 

correspondence and 
follow up meeting 

 Other groups / interests 

Asian Health & Social 
Care Association 

Armajit Singh, Easton 
Community Centre 

BRISTOL Avon BS5 
6AW 

0117 9540178 / 07770 
888721. 

09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Golden Oldies 
Poplar Community 

Rooms, Alma Close 
Kingswood BS15 4EL 

01761 470006 
09/07/19: email 
correspondence 

Kingswood Community 
Choir 

United Church 88 
Regents Street 

Kingswood BS15 
8HU 

0117 7098994 
12/07/19 : email 
Correspondence 

Kingswood Fire Station 
Tenniscourt Road, 
Kingswood Bristol 

BS15 4LB 
1179262061 

12/07/19: email 
correspondence 

South Gloucestershire 
Carers Choir 

Kingswood 
Community Centre 

High Street 
Kingswood BS15 4AB 

southgloscarerschoir@gma
il.com 

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence 

Kingswood Library 

Kingswood Library, 
Civic Centre, High 
Street, Kingswood, 

BS15 9TR 

Kingswood.library@southgl
os.gov.uk 

05/07/19 - telephone 
contact with library 
Supervisor and 2 

follow up sessions 

 Police Station 
Kingswood Civic 

Centre 
Jamie.Evans@avonandso

mersetpolice.uk 

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting with 
PCSO Kay Rees 

East Bristol Foodbank 
Bourne Christian 

Centre Waters Road 
BS15 8BE 

ebfoodbankkw@yahoo.co.
uk 

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence 

University of the 3rd 
Age 

9 Royal Close, Bristol 
BS10 7XF 

membership@bristolu3a.or
g.uk 

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence 

Hop Skip and Jump  
Grimsbury Farm 
Grimsbury Road 

Kingswood BS15 9SE 

supervisor.Southwest@ho
pskipandJump.org.uk  

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence 

 Sports Clubs  

Kingswood Park Bowls 
Club 

 Hollow Road, 
Kingswood BS15 9TP 

Val Molton - 
val.molton@btinternet.com 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
face to face meeting  

02/09/19  

Beneficiary groups  

Children and young 
people supported by 

the Breakthrough 
Project 

C/o The 
Breakthrough Project, 

South 
Gloucestershire, 

Badminton Rd, Yate 
South 

Jonathan.wheeler@southgl
os.gov.uk  

email correspondence 
09/07/19 



Gloucestershire, 
BS37 5AF 

South Gloucestershire 
Youth Bridging Project 

– youth groups for 
disabled young people 

Paul Godwin youth 
service area manager 

(Southern locality) 

Paul.godwin@southglos.go
v.uk  

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Over 50's Forum Margaret Slucutt mgt.s@blueyonder.co.uk 
email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 13/08/19 

Age UK South 
Gloucestershire   

info@ageuksouthglos.org.
uk 

12/07/2019 : email 
correspondence 

Buggy Fit - Kingswood 
Park 

Kirsty Brown 
kirsty.brown@extracare.or

g.uk 

12/07/2019 email 
correspondence and 

follow up meeting 

South Gloucestershire Council Active Lifestyles / Children & Young 
People  / Health Project Partners 

Inclusion Support Early 
Years Team 

Jane Gulliver, Setting 
Support Officer, 

Inclusion Support 
Early Years Team, 
Children, Adults & 
Health, Badminton 

Rd, Yate. 

Jane.gulliver@southglos.g
ov.uk  

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

meeting 25/08/19 

Hanham Health Centre 33 Whittucks Rd, 
Hanham BS15 3HY  

sgccg.l81079.enquiries@n
hs.net 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 19/09/19 

Specialist Health 
improvement CYP 

mental and Emotional 
Wellbeing 

Rebecca Loaring, 
Health & Wellbeing 
Children, Adults & 

Health 
Badminton Rd, Yate, 

S.Glos 

rebecca.loaring@southglos
.gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

meeting 

Health & Wellbeing 
Partnership Officer 

 Lottie Lawson, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate ,South 
Gloucestershire, 

BS37 5AF 

lottie.lawson@southglos.g
ov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Health Improvement 
Practitioner / Child 

measurement 
programme / Obesity 

Amanda Preddy, 
Health Improvement 
Practitioner, Health & 
Wellbeing, Children, 

Adults & Health, 
Badminton Rd, Yate, 

S.Glos 

amanda.preddy@southglo
s.gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

 Specialist Public 
Health Manager  

Jacqui Offer, 
Specialist Public 
Health Manager, 

South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate ,South 
Gloucestershire, 

BS37 5AF 

Jacqui.offer@southglos.go
v.uk  

email correspondence 
9/7/19 

Partnership Officer, 
Built Environment – 
Health & well being 

S G Council 

Fionna Vosper, 
Partnership Officer, 
Built Environment – 
Health & Wellbeing, 
Children, Adults & 
Health, Badminton 
Rd, Yate, S.Glos 

fiona.vosper@southglos.go
v.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 



Health Lifestyles & 
Well Being Manager 

Rob Stirzaker, 
Healthy Lifestyles & 
Wellbeing Manager - 
health Improvement 

Section, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Rd, Yate BS37 5AF 

Rob.stirzaker@southglos.g
ov.uk  

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Healthy Lifestyles 
Team Leader 

Brian Gardner, 
Healthy Lifestyles 

Team Leader , Health 
& Wellbeing, 

Children, Adults & 
Health 

brian.gardner@southglos.g
ov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 15/08/19 

 Walking to Health 

 Walking to Health 
Co-Ordinator (South 

Gloucestershire 
Council) 

healthylifestyles@southglo
s.gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Active in Life 

Alison Finn (Project 
Manager), Council 
Offices, Badminton 

road, Yate. 

Alison.Finn@southglos.gov
.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 08/08/19 

Public Health 
Evidence, Performance 

& Intelligence  

Josie New, Team 
Leader - Evidence, 

Performance & 
Intelligence, Health & 
Wellbeing, Children, 

Adults & Health, 
Badminton Rd, Yate.  

josie.new@southglos.gov.
uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

 Healthy weight 
coordinator for CYP  

Cornell, Sarah, 
Healthy weight 

coordinator for CYP. 
Health & Wellbeing, 

Department: Children, 
Adults & Health 

sarah.cornell@southglos.g
ov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Obesity & Physical 
Activity / Diabetes 

Clare Cook, 
Programme Lead, 
Obesity & Physical 
Activity, Section: 

Health & Wellbeing, 
Department: Children, 

Adults & Health 

clare.cook@southglos.gov.
uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

South Gloucestershire Environment and Communities Officers 

Community Spaces 
Partnerships and 
Delivery Officer 

John V Morris, 
Department for 

Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD   

johnv.morris@southglos.go
v.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Community Spaces 
Asset Manager 

Tina Rainey, 
Department for 

Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD 

Tina.rainey@southglos.gov
.uk  

email correspondence 
09/07/19 



Community Spaces 
Assets and Localism 

Officer 

Miles Harris, 
Department for 

Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD   

miles.harris@southglos.go
v.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Asset Team Manager – 
Streetcare 

(Environment and 
Community Services) 

John Munslow, 
Environment & 

Community Services, 
South 

Gloucestershire 
Council, Broad Lane 
Offices, Yate BS37 

7PN 

john.munslow@southglos.
gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Apprenticeships 
Placement Officer 

Bernice Britton, SGC 
Apprentice placement 

officer, Dept. of 
Environment and 

Community Services, 
South Glos Council. 

PO Box 1954, Bristol, 
BS37 0DD   

bernice.britton@southglos.
gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 04/09/19 

Arts Development 
Officer 

Alison Catlin, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

Alison.catlin@southglos.go
v.uk  

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 01/09/19 

Heritage Projects 
Officer 

Jane Marley, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

jane.marley@southglos.go
v.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 01/09/19 

Director of 
Environment and 

Community Services S 
Glos Council 

Nigel Riglar, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

nigel.riglar@southglos.gov.
uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Head of Street Care 

Mark King, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

Mark.king@southglos.gov.
uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Sustainability / Climate 
Change Team 

Lucy Rees, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

lucy.rees@southglos.gov.u
k 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Sustainability / Climate 
Change Team 

Nicola Melville, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

nicola.melville@southglos.
gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Natural Environment / 
Biodiversity 

Sally Pattison, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

david.villis@southglos.gov.
uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Grounds Maintenance 

Garry Meddick, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

gary.meddick@southglos.g
ov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 



Grounds Maintenance 
- Kingswood Park 

Garry Meyers, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

gary.meyers@southglos.go
v.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

site meeting  

Grounds Operatives - 
Kingswood Park 

Stuart Hughes, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

n/a 
email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

site meeting  

Street Cleansing Co-
ordinator 

Alison Richards , 
Street Cleansing Co-
ordinator, Streetcare, 

South 
Gloucestershire 

Council. 

alison.richards@southglos.
gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

meeting 23/08/19 

Trees (Streetcare) 

Simon Penfold, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

simon.penfold@southglos.
gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

 Archaeology and HER 
Officer 

Paul Driscoll, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

0DD 

paul.driscoll@southglos.go
v.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Conservation Officer 

Ian Gethin, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

0DD 

Ian.Gething@southglos.go
v.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

meeting 28/08/19 

Ecology and 
Biodiversity 

David Villis, 
Department for 

Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD   

david.villis@southglos.gov.
uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Green Infrastructure 

Angela Bence-
Wilkins, Department 
for Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD   

angela.bence-
wilkins@southglos.gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Green Infrastructure 

Esther Collis, Dept. 
for Environment and 
Community Services, 
South Glos.Council. 

PO Box 1954, Bristol, 
BS37 0DD   

esther.collis@southglos.go
v.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Love Our High Streets 
Kingswood Urban 

Designer 

Mark Luck, 
Department for 

Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD  

mark.luck@southglos.gov.
uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

meeting 



Strategic Planning 
Advisor (SGC / WECA) 

James Cooke, 
Department for 

Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD  

james.cooke@southglos.g
ov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

meeting 

Principal Planning 
Officer, Strategic 

Planning Policy and 
Specialist Advice Team 

Patrick Conroy, 
Department for 

Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD  

patrick.conroy@southglos.
gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Strategic Major Sites 
Team 

Donna Whinham, 
Department for 

Environment and 
Community Services, 

South 
Gloucestershire 
Council. PO Box 

1954, Bristol, BS37 
0DD  

donna.whinham@southglo
s.gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Performance, 
Research & 

Consultation Team 
Dayana Eastwood 

dayana.eastwood@southgl
os.gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 

meeting 

South Gloucestershire Area Forums, Safer and Stronger Forums, 
Strategic Partnerships and Environmental Link groups 

Economic and Skills 
Strategic Partnership 

Antony Merrit, 
Economic 

Development Co-
ordinator, S Glos 

Council, Badminton 
road, BS37 5AF 

Antony.merrit@southglos.g
ov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Economic 
Development 

Abdul Choudry, South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
Road, Yate, BS37 

5AF 

Abdul.Choudhury@southgl
os.gov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Bristol City Council 
Parks Commercial 

Opportunities 

Sue Long, Project 
Manager, Parks 

Commercial Project 
Team, Bristol City 

Council, PO Box 30, 
BS99 7NB 

Sue.Long@bristol.gov.uk 
email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 13/09/19 

Kingswood Business 
Association 

Kingswood Business 
Association c/o Cllr 

Kim Scudamore 

Acting Secretary Kim 
Scudamore 

kim.scudamore@southglos
.gov.uk telephone 01454 

864140.  

email Correspondence 
11/09/19 and attend 
association meeting 

on 11/09/19 

Job Centre Plus - 
Kingswood 

Wayne Mundy, Job 
Centre Plus, 
Kingswood 

wayne.mundy@dwp.gov.u
k 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and follow up 
meeting on 13/09/19 

Health and Wellbeing 
Strategic Partnership 

South 
Gloucestershire 

Council, Badminton 
road, BS37 5AF 

Claire.Rees@southglos.go
v.uk  

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

South Gloucestershire Council Councillors / Elected Members / Member 
of Parliament 

April Begley Kingswood Ward 
april.begley@southglos.go

v.uk  
email correspondence 

09/07/19 



Andrea Reid Kingswood Ward 
andrea.reid@southglos.go

v.uk 
email correspondence 

09/07/19 

Alison Evans Woodstock Ward alison.evans@southglos.g
ov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Pat Rooney Woodstock Ward pat.rooney@southglos.gov
.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Toby Savage 
Longwell Green 
(Leader of the 

Council) 

toby.savage@southglos.go
v.uk  

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Rachel Hunt 
Emersons Green 
(Exec Member for 

Communities) 

rachael.hunt@southglos.g
ov.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 

Chris Skidmore MP 
Constituency Office, 

60 High Street, 
Hanham, BS15 3DR 

chris.skidmore.mp@parlia
ment.uk 

email correspondence 
09/07/19 and copy of 

constituency flyer 
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APPENDIX 15: 
CONSULTATION FLYER 2019



WE NEED YOUR VIEWS 
AND IDEAS ON AN 
EXCITING PROJECT TO 
RESTORE KINGSWOOD 
PARK.

OUR PARK AT THE 
HEART OF OUR 
COMMUNITY

To celebrate the importance of Kingswood Park, and to 
make sure the park remains at the heart of the community 
in the future, we are working with the Friends of 
Kingswood Park to apply for a National Lottery Heritage 
Fund grant (NLHF).



OUR PARK AT THE 
HEART OF OUR 
COMMUNITY

We are particularly keen to talk to local community organisations and groups who 
already use or are interested in using Kingswood Park. You may have ideas for projects 
which will encourage local people to enjoy the park more and learn about its heritage, 
develop new skills or just participate.

  encourage greater use of the park through events and 
activities

  provide new play facilities 

  restore paths, walls, masonry and other features 

  share the heritage of the park and research its history 

  improve park facilities for all, making it a central focus for the 
community and contribute to the economic regeneration of 
Kingswood High Street

 investigate opportunities for a refreshment facility 

  improve access for people with mobility difficulties

  explore the option to refurbish or provide new toilet facilities

  encourage voluntary groups and schools to make greater use 
of the park

  improve the park landscape and biodiversity

THE MAIN 
AIMS 

OF THE 
PROJECT 

ARE TO:



Illu
str

at
ion

: F
re

ep
ik.

co
m

To help improve our chances of a successful bid, we now need to gather as much 
information as possible and develop ideas for engaging the whole community. 

PROJECTS 
COULD 

INCLUDE: 

  health and wellbeing activities 

  nature discovery days, forest school and wild play sessions

  publications, panels and other innovative media exploring park 
heritage, oral history, the stories of the park and communities 
in and around the park

  explore the rich heritage of Kingswood, and why the park is 
important 

  opportunities for learning and training such as practical 
conservation tasks, horticulture and other work required to 
manage the park

      activities for children and young people

      websites, videos and CDs 

       schools learning resources for teachers, school use 
of the park for curriculum and sports day activities

      arts and crafts

       activities that engage all ages and different ability 
groups



RICHARD ASTON  /  JANICE SUFFOLK 
Community Spaces team, South Gloucestershire Council 
 01454 863725
 richard.aston@southglos.gov.uk  /  janice.suffolk@southglos.gov.uk
 www.southglos.gov.uk/kingswoodpark

Our bid will reflect the tremendous enthusiasm local people have to experience and 
care for Kingswood Park. We want to build on the successes of previous activities and 
events so more people can enjoy this wonderful park.

HOW CAN 
YOU PUT 
FORWARD 
YOUR IDEAS 
AND VIEWS?

During July and August 2019 we will be consulting with community 
groups, visitors to the park, community members who may benefit from 
new activities and facilities and other stakeholders to develop ideas for 
the bid. We look forward to hearing from you and to working with you 
to plan this exciting project.

#1
72

7 
 |  

06
/19

OUR PARK AT THE 
HEART OF OUR 
COMMUNITY
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APPENDIX 16: 
CONSULTATION FEEDBACK 
TABLE 2019



Kingswood Park Consultation Feedback  
The following table presents a summary of feedback and comments received during the 
consultation process. In summary the consultation identified strong need and support for the 
development of the Kingswood Park project and shaped the development of the Work Plan 
which accompanies this Consultation Report.  Consultation with stakeholders will be an 
ongoing and integral aspect of the project and will continue to inform project delivery and 
development at all stages. 
 

Name / 
Contact 
details 

How / when 
contacted 

Comments / Points raised 

Mark Luck – 
Kingswood 
Snr Design & 
Planning 
Officer. SGC. 

Face to face 
meeting -
24/07/19 

Important to integrate park into high street regeneration. ML will 
undertake assessment of park as part of street scene/green space 
provision. Spreadsheet setting out potential enhancements to park 
as part of master planning for Kingswood. An area where civic 
buildings are located and community focus. Understand how the 
park contributes to Kingswood and its community. 
 
Connections to other green spaces – orchard rd allotments for 
growing project / church / Orchard Rd entrance. 
 
Improvements need to be Community led. See park as a place to 
celebrate Kingswood and bring the community together. 
 
Investigate concession / refreshment facility / put in infrastructure.  
 
Tree planting / biodiversity / improvements for air quality / Climate 
change focus to all works 
 
Central area – update landscaping, lighting?, expand and update 
bandstand and make bigger or re-design and make unique 
architecture, interpretation and signage at entrances and key 
points.  
 
Lighting of park / trees along frontage? Bring park ‘forward’ into the 
streetscene. Lighting of steps – LEDS (low energy).  
 
Option for a volunteering centre / focus/ building? 
 
Option for public art in park? Park dates from 1930’s – art deco 
style, run style through all materials and planting / play? Graphic 
code for park in all design / develop a look. 
 
ML to examine opportunities and present in spreadsheet form. 

Lucy 
Edwards 
(Kingswood 
resident) 
 

Email dated 
26/07/19 

Suggest play area development to include something suitable for 
older children and teens and/or parkour equipment. So many teens 
are inside a lot of the time now on laptops/games consoles etc so if 
there was some good equipment they may be interested in 
spending more time outside. Also provision of additional benches / 
some sort of water fountains/pressure sensored water play for the 
summer months? 
 

Jan Jeffs 
(Kingswood 
resident) 
 

Email dated 
26/07/19 

Support for the lottery bid to restore Kingswood Park. Important to 
improve the park for biodiversity – create a large wildlife pond 
planted with native plants and fenced off to protect it and make 
safe. Create a good sized area of managed wildflower meadow to 
encourage bees and butterflies. A designated wildlife area with 
native trees and plants to encourage wildlife.  Seating so people 
can sit in the peaceful part of the park if they wish. More bird and 
bat boxes.  



More boards around informing people of the wildlife / birds they 
may see. More security, particularly at night.  

Chris 
Skidmore MP 
Member of 
Parliament 
for 
Kingswood 

Email dated 
22/07/19 to all 
Kingswood 
constituents 

Support for NLHF bid, included reference in news update letter to 
constituents on the bid, reinforcing the need to celebrate the 
importance of Kingswood Park and to make sure the park remains 
at the heart of the community in the future, and how people can 
respond / make comments / get involved. 

Kingswood 
Childrens 
Centre 
 
Kingswood 
Locality Hub,  
Alma Rd, 
Kingswood,  
Bristol,  
BS15 4DA 
 

Face to face 
meeting - 
09/07/19 

The Childrens Centre have 2 main priorities that they would like to 
see in the Park. 
 

1. Small garden area with a water area because the children 
love to play in the water with their parents. They did have a 
water area in the garden already in the Park but this has 
been vandalised on a couple of occasions. Any thing that is 
put in needs to be vandal proof and secure. 

2. Wild area – they unfortunately haven’t been able to access 

this ,this year due to the lock being changed . 

This area is really important to them as the families they 
work with have very little or no access to areas like this .It 
is great for bug hunting and other forest school activities. 

Problems they have encountered is the brambles can 
encroach on the area so any area needs to be maintained 
so it can be used at any time. 

They use the play area but were not concerned about its content 
was asked would be able to put a sandpit in the Park. 

 
Rebecca 
Loaring 
Specialist 
Health 
improvement 
CYP mental 
and 
Emotional 
Wellbeing 

Face to face 
meeting -
12/07/19 

The team are going to look at what programme they could produce 
to cover the following 3 areas – incorporating the park as either an 
outdoor class room or part of the course. 
 

1. Promoting positive mental health training – offered to all 
the groups who work or use the park. 

2. Linking the schools in with the Park through the Mental 
Health Award schools can obtain. 

3. Parent Mental Health training so they can help their 
children. 

 
 
Additional comment – if we put a MUGA (multi use games area ) 
into the park we should think about lighting in it. 
 

Ellen Kenny 
– Clerk to 
Siston Parish 
Council 

Parish Meeting 
– July 2019 

Siston Parish Council considered the consultation about the 
proposed Activities and Events at Kingswood Park at their regular 
July meeting. Members were happy with the proposals and didn't 
feel they had any suggestions for improvement to offer at this 
stage. Would welcome an update as the project progresses. 
   

Friends of 
Kingswood 
Park – Site 
walkover / 
bid planning 
session 

Site meeting – 
31/07/19 

Toilets – additional provision in the park would be good or improve 
access to the existing toilets from the park. Toilets are very poor – 
refurbish / re-locate to better location for park users – eg. central 
area / bowls pavilion / redevelop grounds shed? 
 
Parking – provide parking for disabled people using park at front 
entrance where park is level / more formal. 



Paths /access through park – improve access for all. Possible re-
mapping of paths through park for improved movement through the 
park.  
 
Support public artwork / sculpture in the park.  
 
Art work can mean anything – lighting trees along road frontage?  
 
Lighting / public safety – light the park to make safe at night 
 
Specimen trees – tree trail / more interpretation. Animal or wildlife 
trail including insects and birds 
 
Interpretation and signage – needed for the park. Tell the story of 
the park and its role/history within the wider Kingswood 
community?  
 
Need for park signage / facilities in the park / connections to high 
street and other areas around the park. 
 
Allotments – create growing area to propagate plants for the park. 
Volunteering / training opportunity for Friends / community – learn 
accredited horticultural skills. 
 
Amphitheatre – need to re-think this area. Too much to re-
landscape as lots of hard landscaping which will be very 
expensive? Softening – planters? Historically has been in place a 
while. Think about opportunity to cover the area? Improved 
landscaping. Create canopy cover over area? Use area to 
generate income.  
 
Refreshment facility? Needs to be in central area of park? Will 
change dynamic and use of the area. 
 
Bandstand – re-instate. Design favoured to be traditional although 
innovative options considered. Green Roof – tie in with green roof 
for toilets? 
 
Green roof – grounds sheds / bandstand / toilets 
 
Play area – splash pad provision? Comprehensive re-design of 
play provision for all ages.  
 
Trees – replace ash trees – (die back), replace leylandi hedgerow 
and replant with native hedge + trees. 1.8m high plants to create 
instant hedge? 
 
Biodiversity in the park – improve for biodiversity. Wildflower 
meadow down side of park alongside boundary with Church. Other 
opportunities – wet area / pond / leave grass longer / bird and bat 
boxes and insect hotels build buy community?  
 
Create composting area for the park – designed and screened in 
suitable location. 
 
Lower area of park – improve soil / compaction to allow for possible 
additional goal posts / small pitch (5 a-side)? At least address 
compaction in the area. 
 
Wild play area – manage and improve for forest schools / school 



use. Improve fencing and access. Bring into design of central area 
of the park?   
Include sensory planting in design / landscape improvements. 
 
Grounds sheds – improve / make secure / design and painting to 
make more sympathetic to the park. 
 
Re-instate water feature / splash pad 
 

Alison Caitlin 
(Arts Officer) 
/ Jane Marley 
(Heritage 
Officer) - 
SGC 

Face to face 
meeting -
01/08/19 

Support for public art / cross over project linking to park heritage. 
Kingswood rich in heritage. Link art provision to interpretation. 
Could have artist in residence? Creative interpretation.  
 
Link park to wider heritage trail for Kingswood? Non-conformist / 
Douglas Motorcycles / Mining and industry / Park and role across 
community. Bring people into/out of park. Contact Alan Bryant / Bill 
Douglas at KWD heritage museum.  
Heritage / art should be incorporated into any schools / learning 
resources? Be innovative – proms / performance art in park to tell 
story of the area? Make art part of family fund days / bringing 
community together – all inclusive. 
 
Family fund days – include pre-event schools projects to tell story 
of the park and wider Kingswood heritage? Also value of park for 
biodiversity and climate change. All media – dance important too. 
 
Inclusivity – art and performance as part of park International Day – 
all cultures and backgrounds involved. Can be part of big events 
that bring all the community together. 
 
Bristol / S.Glos / Gloucestershire should have archives / records of 
the park including images? 
 
Play Rangers – get active in the park for all ages of children. Link 
with closed streets project around park? Seek different approaches 
to play to offer highest play value. Set up a PLAY POD in the park? 
 
Contact Creative Youth Network – work with local young people.  
 
Kingswood Museum work with many groups – weaving group. 
Could YARN BOMB the park – great way of engaging hard to 
reach groups / older people? Knitting Project – wrap trees? 
 
Amphitheatre – programme of events through the summer / year? 
 
Work with community to design bespoke artwork for the park – 
public art can mean anything? Canvasses, sculpture, lighting? 
What do we want for art and why? 
 
Multi media is important – tech good for engaging all ages and is 
inclusive. Apps / Stories / Animations / films / Twitter / face book 
 
Kings Oak School – Primary and secondary so possible opportunity 
for project run run through all ages / older children to mentor. 
Theme like biodiversity / climate change? 
 
Community Orchard – artist to work with community for artwork / 
wassailing / apple days 
 
Artist / good design to create big bug hotels / bird boxes – link to 



biodiversity themes 
 
Artist design and in-lay tiles into hard landscaping telling stories of 
Kingswood? 
 
Interesting play stuff: 
https://playingout.net/ 
https://www.playablecity.com/ 
 
George Lovesmith on Pegasus School who also works with this lot: 
http://somethinggoodsomethinguseful.com/   
 
Looks like the Bandstand Marathon is no longer active but may be 
revived - https://bandstandmarathon.org.uk/  and there are 
obviously fans! https://www.pavilionsformusic.co.uk/  
 
Public art that isn’t sculptures but there are loads of other things 
you can do: 
Weymouth deckchairs: 
https://www.davidmackie.org/post/27631707541 
Benches that Deborah did for AFL – her original designs were very 
different but in the end I think there was a push for traditional 
benches so she found a way to make these bespoke and 
interesting:  
  
If you want something really funky – apps/audio tours: 
https://www.watershed.co.uk/studio/projects 
Came to mind as we recently interviewed this chap who had done 
interesting projects with the National Trust and an LGBT tour of 
Bristol - https://www.watershed.co.uk/studio/residents/alec-stevens 
This is the school I was thinking of that is down the road (a bit 
further than Kings Oak – technically in Warmley so may be a bit 
far) - http://digitechstudioschool.co.uk/ 
 
Try Bristol Archives for old images.  Try also Alan Bryant at 
Kingswood Heritage Museum for any images of Kingswood Park 
that are not yet digitised. He is organising the digitisation of the 
‘Gazette’ collections and there may be something in there re events 
at the Park if he or one of the volunteers were to search on that 
topic. 
 

Reverend 
Beverley 
Charles 
 
Holy Trinity 
Church 
 
Kingswood 

Series of 
meetings 
through 
Summer 2019 

Since 2007 South Gloucestershire Council has been responsible 
for the upkeep of the Holy Trinity Churchyard under the terms of 
the  Burial Act 1853 regarding Church of England  closed 
churchyards. SGC would like the Church Council to consider 
whether they would support our proposal to create a gated access 
between the park and the churchyard to allow access for park and 
church visitors to easily access both sites during normal park 
opening times, the gates being locked daily. 
  
By linking the two sites within our bid we will be able to address 
long term issues around boundary features, e.g. fences being 
breached in order to create unauthorised access routes, and 
increased passive surveillance within the churchyard. 
 
There are excellent opportunities for increasing wildlife biodiversity 
and organise new initiatives such as ecological and historical trails 
and educational schemes which will enhance the value of the site 
to the local community, i.e. for local schools and park users.   
 



Phone call 6/7/19 Rev Charles to Jim Mathison 
Reverend Beverley Charles - Parish Church Council & the Diocese 
Church Council are very excited with the proposals for the park.    
 
Rev. Charles is suggesting SGC arrange a meeting with the 
Faculty/ Diocese Advisory Committee who are the planning 
committee for the C of E who would need to approve any changes 
within the churchyard , e.g. interpretation signs , possibly boundary 
features etc. This would be just to test the water rather than 
applying formally which would come later. Consultation with them 
at an early stage will help guide us on what is likely to get the 
green light. 
 
Also need to consult with relatives of the deceased who are buried 
in the churchyard who still tend the graves there. No list of grave 
rights holders. Suggested staging a targeted public meeting 
publicised via notices in the churchyard / local media/newspaper. 
 
Had a general discussion about possible areas of mutual benefit , 
e.g. wider visitors to church, wildlife enhancement, history  
research etc. Also spare capacity for usage of the church hall. 
Explore use of hall as alternative to the Kiosk in park? 
 

Dennis Noble 
– Kingswood 
Heritage 
Group 

Face to face 
meeting - 
09/08/19 

Already a small heritage board in the park – would be good to do 
more to raise awareness of heritage of Kingswood. Many people 
do not know about the history of the area. 
 
History of the park – tell the story. Rose Arch, bandstand.  
 
Link to Bill Douglas and Douglas motorcycles – have had idea of a 
Douglas bikes themed planting bed with sculpture of motorbike or 
in flower planting? As part of landscape design for the park? 
 
Douglas heritage interpretation board in the park linked to planting? 
Big local employer, also made man hole covers? / electric trolleys 
 
Samuel Budget – grocery & wholesaler big local employer and 
business. Methodists and non-conformists. Pin Factory – Robert 
Charlton. Factory building on corner of orchard Rd.  Firework 
factory (Cranes). Lots of local heritage many people do not know 
about. 
 
Park history – rose arch / images / flower show always big, Dog 
Show / Kingswood Beauty Show very popular. Park played a big 
role in the community. Image of Faye in bathing suit! 
 
History Society photographs. Support for a book linking the park 
and local heritage. 
 
Support for Oral History project 
 
Boys Brigade big in area – more than cubs and scouts 
 
Kingswood Heritage Trail – would be good to re-invigorate and 
make links between park and wider heritage of the area. Can link 
innovative media / apps.  
 
Kingswood Heritage Museum – lots of local records / info.  
 
Young people – difficult to engage in heritage – project to get 



young people involved.  
 
Fire Brigade – used to use the park as a location to keep the 
horses before the park was laid out.  
 
Adjacent Holy Trinity Church – rumour elephant buried there which 
died in circus? 
 
History of Cholera burials in area too – buried in church? 
 
Birdcages once on frontage of park close to toilets. Probably no 
support to re-instate? 
 
Booklet / teaching park / school pack for the park and area to 
include lots about heritage of the area – lot of support for this. Then 
and now images – children could take images?  
 
Orchard Road – entrance needs improving. Opportunity to plant 
wild area with pathway around bottom of the park. Community 
orchard with heritage varieties of trees. 
 
Walkways through long grass at bottom of park – mown paths? 
 
Specific uses for the amphitheatre area – has been there a long 
time. Use area more for events and activities.  
 
Punch & Judy / other traditional entertainments supported. 
 
Fun the Park / Bandstand – support for community events – 
expand to bring back produce/flower show? 
 
Dennis to provide link for historic images. 

Kay Rees 
PSCO Police 
Beat Team 

Face to face 
meeting -
31/07/19 

There are no Crime issues in the Park and the Beat time very 
rarely get called to the Park .That said there is a perception that the 
park is an area of Anti- Social Behavior . 
 
They would not like to see the Park completely locked up at night 
with Railings and high gates as their worries are that they will be 
the first place to call if someone is locked in the Park and they have 
not got the resources to be responding to such calls. 
 
Any signage in the park should be in different languages as 
Kingswood is a very diverse community . 
 
The Childrens play area and the youth area need updating but 
there must be also activities for our older generation such as 
walking to health . 
The toilets need updating and maybe we should think about them 
being gender neutral to be inclusive and an enterance inside the 
park. 
Any café/Refreshment provider must be reasonably priced as 
Kingswood is not an affluent area. 
Activities to encourage young families and Young People to 
become involved with the Friends Group. 
 
The Police Beat Team want to be involved with the Project. 

John Towney 
Freedom 
Church 

Face to face 
meeting -
02/08/2019 

As they use the park on a Monthly basis they have two main 
priorities they would like to see. 

1. The ampi theatre to be covered so it can be used in all 
weathers 



2. Amplification that is already in position in the park so it can 
just be used. 

 
Toilets – Two sets one at the top and one at the bottom of the park 
and they must be well maintained. 
 
Secure Storage space on site so groups who regularly use the park 
do not need to bring things such as tables and chairs with them. 
 
Disabled Car Parking for people using the park inside the park at 
the bottom where it is flat access off Edward Road. 
 
The playarea it would be good if there was a water area and a 
sand area with the small diggers the children could use. 
 
On the flat area at the bottom of the park it would be good to have 
an area that could be used for 5 a side football plus basket ball . 
 
The lighting in the park needs improving so it can be used in a 
winter. 
 

Claire 
Dinsdale -
TCV 

Face to face 
meeting -
02/08/19 

The park would be a great place to use for volunteering and to be 
used to teach skills.  
 
The wild area is an area that they could do the initial clearing on 
but all the maintenance of. Would like to see some kind of water 
feature in this area maybe a small pond. 
 
Community Orchard in the park . 
 
Increasing the number of wildflower areas plus maybe introducing 
new trees . 
 
Green Gym but maybe using this to encourage young people to be 
involved. 
 
A couple of outdoor Table tennis tables . 

Alison Finn – 
Active in Life 
(SGC) 

Face to face 
meeting -
08/08/2019 

Discussion around how to involve Physical Activity in the park so it 
is accessible to everyone.  
More Outdoor Gym equipment but looking about where this is 
placed maybe near the play area so that parents can use it while 
their children are in the play area. Clear instructions on how to use 
the equipment and maybe some organised sessions. 
A board that explains easy exercises you can do in the park to stay 
fit. Linked to this an Orientation trail that can be used by all 
adults,children those will disabilities. 
A multi purpose games area that could include football,tennis and 
Basketball. 
A healthy refreshment facility. 
Making sure that everything is dementia friendly when it is 
designed. 
 

Maria Needs 
 
Be 
Empowered 
Farm Futures 

Face to face 
meeting -
8/9/2019 

There needs to be arrange of outdoor activities in the Park these 
could include : 
Some kind of area where simple cooking could be done and this 
could include a Pizza Oven . The cooking area to include an area 
to prepare and something to cook on. Maybe have some chickens. 
Poly Tunnel to provide a growing area it should be accessible to all 
– wheelchair friendly ,and child friendly any beds being used by the 
children should be small so that the children can reach across the 



easily. 
Opportunities to recycle in the Park – in the activities that are done 
and also with the rubbish .Maybe some of the additions to the park 
could be built from recycled materials. 
Forest School in the Park that can be accessed by not only schools 
but Parents and children in the school holidays. 
Plant willow and Hazel so this can be used to teach traditional 
crafts and the items could be sold to raise funds for the Park. 
On the flat area at the bottom look at more outdoor gym 
equipment. 
 

Margaret 
Slucett     
 
Over 50s 
Forum 

Face to face 
meeting -
13/08/19 

Many of the forum do not use the Park and this can be put into 
three reasons : 

1. Too many Dogs there are a group that meets in the Park 
2/3 times a day with about 8 dogs – they find this quite 
intimidating. 

2. The bottom part of the park is not easily accessible for 
those with limited mobility. 

3. No Visible or advertised enough .You could drive past it 
and not notice it . 

 
They love the formal part of the park and wish there could be more 
flower beds further down the park. 
Would like a café with a community room  so they could do 
activities in the park. The Café must be reasonably priced and the 
food not too healthy .The toliets need upgrading. 
 
More seating through out the park as they like to sit and watch 
what is happening in the park. It would be nice to have a sensory 
garden to sit in. 
 
Better lighting and also disabled parking bays . 
 
Adventure Playground in the area at the back of park for older 
children. 
 
It would be nice to make sure that everything that is done is linked 
to improving the High Street. 
 

Helen Black 
CVS South 
Glos 

Face to face 
meeting -  
14/08/19 

Discussion around the support for the Friends Group and wider 
volunteering in the Park . 
 
CVs are going to develop a 3 year plan of training and support to 
cover a range of issues; 
Volunteering and volunteer management 
Sustainability and forward planning 
Equality and Diversity 
Management of a voluntary group and networking 
Maintaining Membership  
 
Cost and programme content deadline 13th September  
 
3 Year Project at £5k per year for support. 

Fionna 
Vosper, 
Partnership 
Officer, Built 
Environment 
– Health & 
well being 

Email and 
attachment – 
15/08/19 

I had a little wander around Kingswood Park earlier this week. I 
was very impressed at what is already there, it was very pleasant 
and there was lots of activity and different age groups using the 
area. I particularly liked that the park had numerous distinct areas 
(tennis courts / quieter planted areas/ play equipment etc.) which 
would appeal to a wide range of users. 
 



S G Council Below are a few random thoughts for possible areas to consider – 
mainly around the physical environment as that is my area:-  

• Make sure to retain the many lovely features which are already 
in the park and help with its unique identity, e.g. flower beds, 
tree sculptures, sensory area, band stand etc. The park should 
be ‘well loved’ and this must be preserved as a priority.  

• Some sort of community building, to include a meeting space, 
possibly a café etc. – as a destination / reason for people to go 
to / remain in the park. 

• Not all paths are accessible for people with limited mobility, 
mainly owing to steps / changes in level etc., so would suggest 
more paths are made accessible where possible. Also, I 
wondered whether paths could be connected to provide a 
looped path around the whole site, suitable for wheelchairs, 
walking, jogging etc., to connect the distinct areas. If 
insufficient space within the park itself, could this pathway 
extend outside the park to provide a link with other areas? 

• Could there be opportunity for a community allotment / men in 
sheds project? There are several small areas where this could 
take place without it encroaching on other areas. 

• A water feature of some sort? (It was very hot when I visited!). 
Something like a small pond to help wildlife /nature area to 
facilitate environmental projects. 

• Provision for drinking water. 
 

• Additional seating and investigate the use of colour and design 
e.g. on paving, seats, bins etc. to encourage it to be ‘dementia 
friendly’. 

• Some sort of shelter e.g. ‘sail’ type in the band stand area to 
protect against rain and sun.  

• If the park is to be used after dark, appropriate lighting. 

• There is already an information sign. It would be good if this 
concept could be extended to something like a ‘Kingswood 
heritage trail’ to link the park with the other areas of interest in 
Kingswood (Whitfield Tabernacle etc.) I am aware that there is 
work underway (in Planning) to look at regeneration of the area 
more generally and a key concept will be to link the various 
areas – see comments relating to path above 

 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/syste
m/uploads/attachment_data/file/357411/Review8_Green_spaces_h
ealth_inequalities.pdf 
‘Improving Access to Green Spaces’ (Health Equity Evidence 
Review) – PHE /UCL)? 
Several case studies are referenced, which may provide further 
ideas. 
 

Rob 
Stirzaker 
Healthy 

Email and 
attachment – 
15/08/19 

If you click on Rotherham’s Clifton Park offer you’ll see an example 
of a very diverse offer. (I’ve been there, similar demographic and is 
a wonderful destination….) It is a much larger site, however it 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/357411/Review8_Green_spaces_health_inequalities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/357411/Review8_Green_spaces_health_inequalities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/357411/Review8_Green_spaces_health_inequalities.pdf
http://www.cliftonparkrotherham.co.uk/


Lifestyles & 
Wellbeing 
Manager 
S G Council 

shows what can be achieved. 
 
I haven’t gone into detail about the programmes or even the 
activities available, but in my view there needs to be a balanced 
offer with learning, green spaces, health and culture all reflected. 
 
Security and safety all inbuilt. 

CYP team 
c/o Amanda 
Preddy, 
Specialist 
Health 
Improvement 
Practitioner 
S G Council 

Email and 
attachment – 
15/08/19 

From an ACEs (adverse childhood experiences) perspective I 
guess it’s about using the space to build resilience through sports 
and community engagement activities in children who are risk of 
experiencing ACEs, those who already have experienced ACEs 
who need support to mitigate effects and also building the 
resources and opportunities for those adults who may have 
experienced early adversity.  
 
Do you think it would also be useful to provide them with some 
obesity ward data for Kingswood? As we know that the area has 
high prevalence and it may support their bid/proposals. (I’m sure 
that we could do this) 
 
- Opportunities that encourage children’s play, similar to a 
StreetGames model that offers games rather than sport which can 
be more appealing to less active or overweight children  
- Opportunities for ‘daily mile’ different courses and obstacles/trim 
trail – this could also be used by the local school (The Park Primary 
School)  
- Growing areas - this could be edible container growing & then 
perhaps some items can be used in a community café 
- Sensory areas   
We would need to consider how these opportunities can be 
accessible for individuals with disabilities     
 

Clare Cook  
Public Health 
Programme 
Lead: 
Healthy 
Lives, CVD 
Risk  
 
S G Council 

Email and 
attachment – 
15/08/19 

My angle to be considered would be that Kingswood Park gives the 
opportunity to promote interventions aimed at improving physical 
activity participation among older adults that should be acceptable 
and accessible to minority groups. Older adults from Black and 
Minority Ethnic (BME) groups experience a relatively higher burden 
of physical inactivity compared with their counterparts from non-
BME groups. (Inactivity being a significant a risk factor for non-
communicable disease). 
I have checked the BME population is for Kingswood to highlight 
why we need to target this group? The BME pop for S/Glos is 5% 
however Kingswood is 6.1%. 
Here’s the 2011 census profile for Kingswood: 
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Kingswood-Ward.pdf 
 
Bangladeshi women identify that slow walking was generally 
acceptable while brisk walking and running in the public are not 
culturally appropriate, so good to bear this in mind! More effort is 
needed to engage local BME communities in discussions about the 
benefits of physical activity and the importance of providing access 
to culturally appropriate environment for physical activity? What’s 
even more important is engaging local BME residents in the design 
of physical activity facilities within the community. This will ensure 
that cultural and social concerns are recognised and properly 
addressed. 

Alison Finn, 
Healthy 
Lifestyles/ 
Active in Life 

Email and 
attachment – 
15/08/19 

Active in Life Buggy fit session in the park already, they then go to 
the Park Centre. 
 
We have done a “couch to a mile” course in the park. 

https://www.streetgames.org/Pages/Category/stories


Coordinator 
S G Council 

 
What about an outdoor Table Tennis table?  
 
In Page Park we have had gentle exercise class and Yoga.  

Brian 
Gardner, 
Team Leader 
Healthy 
Lifestyles 
S G Council 

Email and face 
to face 
meeting – 
15/08/19 

Sensory/wellbeing/Tai Chi courses 
Walk leader training in the Park Centre (which might or might not 
lead to a weekly walk, although we already offer walks in 
Kingswood) 
Fit and Fed (Janice is the expert) 
REACH/Active Family Club 
 
Look at options for working with Breakthrough project 
 
Street games – check contacts 
 
Speak to healthy lifestyles co-ordinator.  – Alison Finn. 
 
Walking to Health – successful in Page Park but problems with 
groups – learn lessons! Sustainability is the key. 
 
Ideally fund health activities development officer during 
development stage to work up ideas/detail.  
 
Look at Population groups – lots of different groups/people from 
different countries have moved into the area. Complex 
demographic. Census shows it includes:- 
Older people 
Overweight children and adults 
BAME & refugees 
Mums, babies and toddlers 
Young people 
 
Activities could include Walks to Health – include training 
(sprong/autumn). Possible trial during development stage 
Buggy Walks 
Gentle exercise 
Buggy Fit – deliver for 3 years through delivery stage? 
REACH programme / Active Family Club 
Street games / play rangers – target obese children 
Couch to a mile / 5k 
Put in full path around perimeter to enable full circuit of the park 
No suitable for park run 
BAME groups – inclusive and integrate 
Options: 
• Development Stage: Health & Well Being activities 

development (1 day a week for agreed term – W2H 
development) 

• Delivery Stage: Activities Wellbeing delivery officer 
 

Kingswood 
Park 
Consultation 
Gazebo / 
event 

Kingswood 
Park 11am – 
3pm. 21/08/19 

Summary of post-it notes/ comments from park plan:- 
• Build a tree house / fun house 
• Tea Hut / Kiosk 
• Plant lots of flowers 
• Toilets need a blinking good upgrade 
• Clean the toilets 
• Uneven bars for gymnastics 
• Hiding house / tree house 
• Rounders pitch 
• Slide 



• Big slide 
• Cricket Pitch 
• Bowling for all 
• Drinking  Fountain 
• More tyre swings in the play area 
• Gymnastics equipment in play area 
• Zip wire 
• Nice Plants 
• Better Teen Shelter 
• Water splash pad or paddling pool 
• Provide a Zip Wire 
• Trampoline 
• Improve the play area / equipment 
• Table Tennis Table 
• Climbing wall 
• Improve basket ball area 
• More picnic benches / places to sit 
• Bigger play area 
• Improve the play area – needs updating 
• Sort the toilets out 
• Make play area bigger 
• Zip Wire 
• Somewhere to get drink / refreshments 
• Better play park please 

Creative 
Youth 
Network 
 
Hannah 
Panes 
 
Jack 
Fitzsimmons 
 
Phoebe 
Langton-
Beck  

Round table 
meeting – 
14/08/19 

CYN cover Bristol and Sout Glos.. Currently working in partnership 
with SGC in Kingswood / Hanham / Cadbury Heath with 4 youth 
clubs. Made-4-Ever in Kingswood and Hanham most local. Run 
activities for young people and outreach projects. Eg. Arts project 
in shopping centre. 
 
Park can help with young people’s outreach work in Kingswood – 
positive activities – horticulture / painting / art?  
 
Engage in positive activities – many young people hang out in the 
park / used as meeting location. Use park as venue to bridge gap 
between young and older people? Address misconceptions about 
young people.  
 
Need to consult young people about what they want. The park is a 
place to hang out, it is a place to socialise outside of the family unit 
/ place to socialise together. It is a place where they can take 
ownership. 
 
CYN would support putting together a 3 year activities plan for 
young people and delivery. Covering youth involvement, training 
and skills opportunities. 
 
Training/learning can spark interest in young people – eg. 
horticulture 
 
Inclusion is a big issue – include people who are isolated/face 
barriers isolation is an issue/ impacts upon mental health. 
 
Well-being for young people is a growing issue / impact of social 
media 
 
Youth Offending Team / NEAT Team / Participation Team work 
with young people / young people not in education 
 



Creative options – artwork / spoken word / performance / printing / 
fashion / dance / music / film and animation – ages 11 – 16 / 14 – 
18. 
 
Any proposal must celebrate diversity and inclusion for all 
 
CYN to network / put proposal together specifically for young 
people. 3 year proposal? Include option to secure an 
award/accreditation – eg. in horticulture. 
 
Look at options for training / apprenticships 

Streetcare 
Grounds 
Operations , 
Gary Meyers 
Supervisor , 
Stuart 
Hughes Park 
Keepers   

Kingswood 
Park site 
meeting - 
22/08/19 

Access – too many steps , have witnessed parents with push 
chairs , the elderly and people with mobility issues , struggling to 
get up and down steps , in particular those by the barrier/ parking 
bay off Hollow Road , the steps in the formal garden by the 
berberis hedge ( Hollow Rd end ) &  the amphitheatre .( SH ) 
 
Circular bed at entrance needs masonry repaired. ( SH)  
Need a grander feature , re-designed , granite ? No place for crazy 
paving in this park! (GM)  
 
Horticultural enhancements in the formal garden area , the long 
border ( right angles to Rose arch) and the grassed areas fronting 
the High St should be turned into properly designed mixed borders 
, which are mirrored in planting style to give balance . 
  
Improve lawns , renovate or rip up & start again. 
 
Paths – consider alternative to tarmac e.g. golden hoggin, granite 
set edging –  
 
Would like vehicles to be excluded from  the formal garden area . 
(GM) 
 
Former rose garden , lawn area by staff welfare shed. Create new 
multipurpose building , community building /café/ staff welfare & 
storage  “Parks Team” base ( GM would like Parks Team)  , with 
charge points for Zero emissions  vehicles , grey water recycling 
system , sustainable /solar /ground heat exchange etc.  Already 
vehicle access by existing building. (GM)  
 
Toilets – problem with where they are , often witness parents taking 
their kids over to the hedge by the cemetery , where they have 
multiple kids , can’t leave one behind in order to accompany one 
out the park gates into the High St .(SH) 
 
Amphitheatre , underused . Outdoor theatre ? ,music events ? – 
possible to incorporate fixed  sound system, wi-fi hotspot ? (GM & 
SH) 
 
Footpath link on southern boundary ( adj Orchard Rd ) , create tree 
lined avenue each side of path .(SH 
 
Properly designed & constructed compost area , Ok in current 
location but would also need screening with hedging . (SH) 
Consider capture of leachates to  avoid contaminants ending up in 
water courses ( GM) 
 
More benches (SH/GM) New bins , remove dog bins , segregation 
of waste streams ( SH/GM)  



 
Art installation , relevant to history/heritage of Kingswood , perhaps 
component of wider South Glos sculpture trail , ( SH/GM) 
 
Orchard Road entrance /east of bowls club – wildflower meadows 
/bulbs/orchard , links into wildlife corridor , improve boundary , 
multiple materials of fencing , neighbours sometimes dump green 
waste over the boundary into the park ( SH/GM) 
 
Leylandii hedge behind Orchard close – problematic , too tall to cut 
( SH) 
Leylandii hedge – adj cemetery , rip out & re-plant with more 
suitable species (GM) 
 
Garages can go if reconfigure staff area, concrete path leading to 
bowls club , horrible  ( GM)  
 
Knock down toilets , re – assimilate footprint into Park . 
 
Red brick- art/pic-nic tables “horrible “(SH) “odd “ (GM) 
pic-nic benches ( GM) 
 
Forest School Area – extend / scalloped edges , wooden board 
walks , Pond , maintain controlled access for educational use, pond 
dipping etc.  Currently issue of brambles encroaching into bowls 
club .(GM/SH)  
 
Retain Tennis Courts, resurface ? (GM) 
 
Vehicular access ? currently issue with vehicles coming in from 
High St & using circular bed as roundabout Also bowls club 
contractor drives van over grass , under tree canopies , creating 
ruts , causing compaction , from Edwards Rd end. (SH) 
Width of paths , where do we need vehicular access , via Edward 
Rd to amphitheatre , for grounds staff , play area inspectors , 
events etc. Shouldn’t have vehicles driving past Play area entrance 
gate. Restrict vehicles to bottom end of park  , forbid vehicles in 
formal garden area. ( GM) 
 
More watering points aswell as rainwater harvesting (GM)  
BBQ stands ? ( GM) 
 
Fixed edging to oval annual bedding display beds , metal ? to 
prevent edges erosion , easier to maintain. ( SH) 
 
Ecological surveys/tree surveys etc. ( GM) 

Jane Gulliver 
S Glos 
Council 
 
Setting 
Support 
Officer 
 
Children, 
Adults and 
Health 

Face to face 
meeting – 
27/08/19 
 

Park offers opportunities for children / parents from low income 
families to experience outdoors – important for young pre-school 
children. 
 
Pre-school / play groups in locality have little access to green 
space (eg. site used by Playaway group has limited green outdoor 
space).  Park offers opportunities for Outdoor learning / Forest 
Schools.  
 
Need to improve toilets! 
 
Forest school / outdoor learning area - have covered area or 
canopy for shelter in dedicated fenced forest school area. 
 



Link health and wellbeing benefits into outdoor learning. 
 
Schools around park can make best use of green space for 
outdoor learning – provide resources – a learning pack that takes 
in natural heritage and history of Kingswood. Park School use the 
site. 
 
Need to be inclusive – prepare resources in multiple languages as 
many groups have moved into the area (eg. Eastern European) 
who may not know about the park / history of Kingswood. 
 
Wellbeing building in benefits to outdoor learning sessions. 
 
Pre-schools in area – Playaway / Park Neighbourhood Centre / 
Little Sheep?  
 
Train staff to enable self-sufficient outdoor learning sessions in 
park - £850 for Forest School / £250 Outdoor Learning per person. 
Curriculum based and build in mindfulness. 
 
Possible trial sessions at development stage to test demand and 
content.  
 
Park environment – leave/bring in logs for children to climb on. 
Bug hotels – get children to build in FS area / around park. 
Dads Day / Men in sheds / Granddads days? Poly tunnel / growing 
opportunities. 
 
Barefoot paths – textures for children to experience. 
Splash pad create in play area.  
Giant hammock – outdoor. 
Sunken Trampoline 
Fully accessible play equipment 
 
Dogs – need to be controlled / kept out of FS area. 
 

Suzi Arnold-
Fry 
Marketing 
Officer – 
Access West 
 

Email: 
28/08/19 

I would like to also share some of my thoughts with you via email.  
 
In Brittany on holiday recently we saw an excellent riverside 
ourdoor art installation and play area in Lannion – the sort of thing 
that could be put together relatively cheaply, and would work very 
well in the park in kingswood. It would also make Kingswood stand 
out from the other parks in the area such as Page park.  
 
The installation was lined with loads of beautiful wildflowers, and 
had all sorts of weird and wonderful stuff. I think it was a 
sustainable installation, as there were lots of reclaimed materials. 
The main thing I took away was that it was very creative, and 
whoever put it together had lots of good (and practical) ideas for art 
that children could play with. For example, it also had:  

• a small maze (about 10 metre squareish) made from corn 
(maize maze) 

• sensory steps made from different materials such as 
crushed glass, rubber etc that led up to a slide 

• a giant snakes and ladders board with pieces made from 
large open barrels on castor wheels that children could 
stand inside: 

• a giant jigsaw made from 1msquare pieces of wood 
(different images on each side – flip over to complete a 
different picture) 



• fruits and veggies that the children could pick and eat.  
 
Some really great inspiration can be found at Le Village Galouis (a 
kind of Asterix and Obelix fantasy village), which has some 
excellent wooden/mechanical games and puzzles using mostly 
pulleys and levers that would be relatively cheap to recreate: 
http://www.levillagegaulois.org/village-gaulois-videos.php?lg=fr  
 
It would be easier to explain some of these in person, because the 
best ones are quite bizarre and hard to describe, but would keep 
people coming back to the park again and again. For example, 
they had big wooden versions of ball bearing maze games. Can we 
have more things like this in the UK to add interest beyond the 
usual swings and slides – they don’t seem to be expensive to 
make. You could probably even harness some local retired 
craftspeople to put something like this together – would be 
amazing to have the creativity and skill of local people showcased 
in the park. 
  

Ian Gethin 
 
Planning 
Conservation 
Officer 
 
SG Council 
 

Face to face 
meeting: 
28/08/19 

Kingswood Park is significant within heritage significance of 
Kingswood – link to heritage – Douglas motorcycles, factories and 
mining, non-conformist Methodists.  
 
Many people not aware of history/heritage of Kingswood. 
People/community has changed. Need to re-connect/inform 
people. People from different communities not aware of 
connections / heritage. Need to include all. 
 
Council currently about to start the review of local listing – will look 
at including green / park / landscape features. Link to Avon 
Gazetteer of landscapes which is out of date. Aim to include 
municipal parks as part of review. 
 
Park could very much be a heritage hub for Kingswood in terms 
of information / signing / pointers and way markers / heritage trail.  
 
Use innovative media – QR codes, apps.  
 
Connectivity to town centre – improve signing. Also links to wider 
countryside/urban fringe.  
 
Set up web site for Kingswood Park – include heritage information 
and downloads. 
 
Ensure proposals for activities address diversity / education / 
audiences.  
 
Schools – produce learning package with significant information on 
heritage of the area and opportunities to lean about how 
Kingswood developed / has changed. 
 

Kingswood 
Bowls Club 
(Val, Jan, 
Andy, Sue, 
Ian present) 

Meeting with 
committee – 
02/09/19 

Kingswood Bowls Club very keen to interact with project / Friends 
group. Have offered help with some previous projects – Park my 
Memories 
 
Offer opportunities to encourage all to play bowls / have a go. Keen 
to engage with schools / younger people, and all parts of 
community who do not play. Perception that bowls is only for older 
retired people. Want to show bowls is for everyone. And not 
everyone wants just to play football/cricket/netball etc. Also offers 

http://www.levillagegaulois.org/village-gaulois-videos.php?lg=fr


opportunity to get active / gentle exercise. Also think of audience – 
investigate opportunities for women to play (eg. consult WI) 
 
Opportunity to work with local schools – need to purchase sets of 
woods for children/intermediate sizes – budget needed for these 
and secure place for storage. Club will cost proposals. 
 
Discussed options for park, broad agreement regarding need to 
update toilets and make more accessible; improve park access for 
all; improvements for biodiversity and wildlife; play; a covered area 
with option for refreshments, a connecting path around the bottom 
section of the park to enable walking a circuit. 
 
Discussed refreshments – club would like to make better use of the 
pavilion building however comes down to volunteers needed to 
open up/be present on site. Could rent out for events and activities. 
Option to build kiosk onto pavilion for refreshments? Fits well with 
play area locality however levels would need a lot of work to make 
fully accessible. Club to consider idea and respond. Agreed 
concession proposal may be best fit for the park?  
 

Janine 
Stevens 
(resident) 

Email – 
02/09/19 

Resident living adjacent the park.  
 
Improve littler bins including options for recycling – too many park 
users use resident’s bins for their rubbish (although it is better than 
littering!).  
  
I live directly opposite the public toilets and must make you aware 
of the number of people who use the park, especially during 
summer months that are 'caught short' by closing the facilities at 
4pm when the sun is blazing and the park is being used. I see so 
many people every day just going the toilet anyway, either against 
the door or just next to the ladies - it must be used more outside 
than inside.  
 
Any proposal to improve should consider making toilets accessible 
until nearer 8pm. Could offer pay as you go/timed like other public 
parks, such as Victoria Park in Bath? Failing that at at least put the 
fate back to stop people from just going at any time, it really is 
horrific having to watch women and children go the toilet half way 
through my dinner! 
 
 

Bernice 
Britton 
 
SGC 
Apprentice 
placement 
officer 
 

Face to face 
meeting 
04/09/19 
 

Lots of opportunities for apprentice placement with project. Proved 
very successful with Page Park project, lots of lessons learnt.  
 
Apprentice levels vary between entry level and older entrants. 1 
year – 18 month placements. Average cost £8500 - £15,800 per 
year placement. Ages and abilities vary. People returning to work, 
young people leaving school and combining with college course, 
graduates looking for work experience. Level 2 /3 apprentices – 
stick to the level opportunities. 
 
• Community Activator Coach 
• Cultural Learning and Participation Officer 
• Community Sport and Health Officer  
• Horticulture (Level  2 or 3) 
 
By 2021 if/when project starts much greater opportunities available.   
 



Horticultural placements always popular. Would link to Lackham 
College. 
 
Also option for Cultural Learning & Participation apprenticeship. 
Creative and Cultural opportunities – also social media and 
communications.  
 
Any apprenticeship should cover salary + college travel etc 
 
Possible work experience placements with Bristol City College? 
 
16-18 year olds can draw down additional £1000 funding form govt. 
 
T-Levels – technological certificate placement with employer 
through schools over 2 year period. 
 
Horticulture placements with Lackham college – opportunity for 
more placements/experience opportunities aside form apprentices.  
 
Job Centre Plus – placements available as volunteers, people who 
have been out of work / are looking to get into employment. Free 
placement – need to provide PPE / any training. Wayne Mundy is 
the contact.  
 
Health on Prescription opportunities – work exploring 
 
 
 
 

Connecting 
Kingswood 
Networking 
meeting 
 
SGC Council 
Elected 
Members 
 
Southern 
Brookes 
Community 
Partnership 
 
Police 
 
Kingswood 
Shopping 
Centre 
Manager 
 
 
 
 

Group meeting 
on 05/09/19 
 

Round table networking meeting - Connecting Kingswood is an 
initiative set up in partnership with South Gloucestershire Council 
and other lead community groups in Kingswood. Connecting 
Kingswood aims to strengthen and grow Kingswood’s local 
community. 
 
Presentation to group about the NLHF work at Kingswood Park 
and how groups / organisations can get involved.  
 
Opportunities to consult with sub groups – children & young 
people, Employment and skills, health & well being. 
 
Southern Brookes Community Partnership has produced a 
Discover Kingswood Outdoor Guide 
https://southernbrooks.org.uk/discover-kingswood/ which highlights 
the importance / role of green spaces in Kingswood – Kingswood 
Park is identified. The map shows the parks, playgrounds, nature 
areas, allotments and other outdoor spaces in Kingswood, with 
suggestions for activities, routes to walk, cycle, skate or wheel 
between the various green spaces. 
 
https://southernbrooks.org.uk/what-we-do/your-
community/kingswood-priority-neighbourhood/ 
 
Southern Brookes is developing a Kingswood Community Plan 
  

Park Centre Meeting 
21/08/19 

Concerns from the Park Centre Café that if a refreshment facility 
was built in the Park it would have a negative impact on their 
business. The café in the Park Centre is not open at a weekend. 

Made forever 
Community 

Meeting 
06/09/19 

Discussion around what projects they could offer for the Park – 
they would be happy to deliver projects around children . 

https://southernbrooks.org.uk/discover-kingswood/
https://southernbrooks.org.uk/what-we-do/your-community/kingswood-priority-neighbourhood/
https://southernbrooks.org.uk/what-we-do/your-community/kingswood-priority-neighbourhood/


Centre 
 
Clarrissa 
Costa 

 
Believed there should be an emphasis on exercise in the Park 
ideas such as : 
Walking to Health 
Couch to 5k Courses 
More Exercise equipment  
50 plus Exercise sessions 
 
As there are a high percentage of Single mums in Kingswood – 
more Buggy Fit sessions  
 
Make sure any activity programme we have is all year round  
 
Family Activities for example Outdoor Cinema session with a picnic  
 
Sensory garden which caters for people with disabilities  
 
Gardening Club for all ages . 
 
Could do with looking at the parking situation . 
 
Ice cream van in the Park would be a good idea. 

Wayne 
Mundy 
 
Job Centre 
Plus - 
Kingswood 

Meeting on 
13/09/19 

Job Centre Plus keen to work in partnership with SGC to offer 
volunteer placement for people looking to get back into work.  
JCP can offer 8 week volunteer placements – option for 
horticultural placement in park? Ave 25 – 30 hours per week for 8 
weeks. Doesn’t have to be normal working hours.  
 
JCP require a description of the opportunity available (roles and 
responsibilities). Plan with day to day duties. 
 
Needs to be supervised with PPE provided.  
 
Insurance would have to be covered by Council public liability 
insurance.  
 
Generally not great take up in Kingswood but very keen to try / add 
to portfolio of volunteer placement opportunities. 
 
Warning not great take up of opportunities but want to offer. Can 
pay bus / travel to get to work – small budget in bid?? 
 
Fits with demographic / above average unemployed numbers.  
 
Possible set up for other parks / green spaces too? 
 

Sue Long  
 
Bristol City 
Council 
Parks 
Commercial 
Opportunities 
 
 
 

Face to face 
meeting – 
13/09/19 

Meeting to discuss concessions / catering in parks 
 
BCC ah-hoc until recently, now tendered at same time – 3 year 
contract or can be longer. 
 
Pitches – most have no services – just one with electric.  
Option to open in line with park opening hours, often don’t though.  
 
Better if offering services. Often invite open tender to start as some 
testing to see if pitch viable.  
Fee should cover annual fee and any service provision. 
 
St Andrews park – only pitch with water and electric. Has a lock up 
in which to lock unit / freezers and storage – a big benefit to have 



this along with services and will get more interest / be attractive to 
traders? 
 
Check with street trading team – have correct consents in place. 
 
Many sites don’t allow generators. 
 
Work on 3 year tender period though some traders think 3 years 
not enough.  
 
Operating hours – within park opening hours  
 
Kiosk  - BCC operates 4 – more income from these.  Hexagonal 
shape – pre-formed unit that can be locked at night. Shape makes 
difficult / costly to fit out. Canniford Park – only run seasonally- pull 
staff out in winter. Have benches and chairs – need to be chained 
down. 
 
Covered area would be beneficial. BCC have pull out shades for 
sites. 
 
Coffee vans often have gas power source. Charge ££ rent approx. 
per year for pitch. Come / go on the day. 
 
Concessions – look at site on its merits. Approx. 10% rent against 
projected turn over. Be clear on licencing agreement. Concessions 
offered on licence, if kiosk / staying on site can become more 
legally complex with rights to the site.  
 
Merit in starting small and encouraging business to grow.  
 

Children & 
Young 
People  
 
Mental 
Health,  
 
Public 
Health, SGC 

Email – 
13/09/19 

Proposal for Kingswood Park 
CYP Mental Health, Public Health, SGC 
 
General 
 
• Any groups working with children and young people within 
the park are offered Mental Health training for example Promoting 
Positive Youth Mental Health (half day or full day) as an 
introduction to mental health, if they want further, more in-depth 
training the Youth Mental Health First Aid Training (1 or 2 days) is 
on offer. These training sessions tend to take place within 
Kingswood Civic Centre throughout the year so are accessible for 
the groups using the park. Potentially closed training sessions 
could be put on specifically for these groups.  
 
• Promoting any work that is happening within the park 
related to children and young people on Mind You website. This 
platform has been developed for children and young people to 
promote mental health and emotional wellbeing in South 
Gloucestershire and is a hub for useful information and advice. It 
provides separate sections for children, young people, parents and 
careers and professionals.  
 
• Organising events within the park during Children’s Mental 
Health Awareness week – happens in February each year. Would 
look to tie this in with uniform groups, youth groups, local schools 
etc so would be something that would need planning (Feb 2021) 
 
Targeted Work – If funding available  



• Working with partners to run generic wellbeing activities 
within the park with groups of children and young people – we 
already have strong links with Off the Record and Creative Youth 
Network 
 
• Breakthrough running targeted sessions with mentees 
during the school holidays 

Alison Finn 
 
South Glos 
Council 
Health & 
Wellbeing 

Face to face 
meeting – 
12/09/19 

Adults with Learning Needs – Choices for You – get involved. 
Contact Annie Owen in public health. 
 
Southern Brookes – Alison Findlay a good contact re: inclusion in 
Kingswood. 
 
Inclusion – contact Marion Mussah in Community Engagement 
team who can help. 
 
Kiosk – refreshments a good idea. 
 
Look at development of links with The Park primary school. 
 
Walks 2 Health- training for volunteers. Build on success at other 
sites.  
 
Missing link in park – build missing path to do a circuit. 
Orienteering trail would be good – for all ages and abilities – make 
as offering different levels. 
 
Heritage Trail – re-invigorate this! 
 
Make the park Dementia Friendly – eg. colour of benches and rails 
red.  Red toilet seats in toilets – a colour people with dementia can 
see. Red toilet doors.  Also applies to LD service users. 
 
Toilets – refurbish 
 
Location of Park – strengthen knowledge of where the park is. 
People still don’t know! 
 
Outdoor Gym – expand as part of re-design. Run courses on how 
to use the equipment / link to demographic / active for free.  
 
Redesign play area – sessions to target obesity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kingswood 
Business 
Association 

Face to face 
meeting – 
11/09/19 

Trail – It would be a great idea to have a trail that links the Park to 
the rest of Kingswood. 
 
Frontage of the Park – needs to be improved so that you know 
where the Park is . Could have Flags to say this is Kingswood 
Park. 
 
Amphitheatre  - Needs a roof so that it could be used all year round 
and increase the variety of uses. 
Bandstand – Updating and use for concerts 



 
Toilets – need to be improved maybe look at ones that Open and 
lock automatically  
 
More Outdoor gym equipment – great to use after work or during 
lunchtime. 
 

Kingswood 
Library 

Library 
session on 
11/09/19 

Schools learning Pack – would like to include to be included in this  
a section on how to use the library to discover more about history 
/Open Space. 
 
Walking Trail – To include the library – they library produced one in 
Cadbury Heath for the discover festival a few years ago 
 
Signage in the Park to direct people to the Civic Centre and the 
Library .Improve the frontage on the Park so that people know it is 
a Park and disabled Parking  
 
Cover for the Central area then this could be used for Events ,Story 
times and training . 
 
To involve all the Cultures in Kingswood – Cultural days in the 
Park, International Music/Dance Festival  
Story times in Dual Languages . 
 
Activities for the Homeless people in Kingswood  
 
Holiday Hunger – Using the Park School , Park and the Library and 
using Fit and Fed model working with Children and families during 
the school holidays. 
 
More Advertising about the Friends Group in the Library – Leaflet 
/Display  
 
Wedding Photos in the Park 
 
 

Catherine 
Gill  
 
Our Lady of 
Lourdes 
School 
 
Kingswood 

Face to face 
meeting on 
12/09/19 

Very Keen to be involved in the Schools Learning Pack especially 
would like sections on Identifying Trees ,The History of the Park 
and Kingswood ,Forest School skills ,Identifying Bugs  
 
The school follows a creative Curriculum and as such likes to be 
out in the community would like to build such things as Bug Hotels 
,Bird Boxes. 
 
The children would like a Tree House in the Park  
 
The school is very keen to work with the Community and would be 
interested in learning how to look after Green Spaces. 
 
Could hold a Young peoples / Children’s Drama festival in the Park  
 
Vegetable Garden – would like a space where the children could 
grow their own vegetables. 
 
 
 
 

Kirstin 
Whitney 

Face to face 
meeting – 

The school uses the Park once a term for whole school class 
activities these are : 



 
Park School 
Kingswood  

16/09/19 
 

 
Autumn leaf patterns and ID 
Mini dens for cuddlies 
Blind fold maze amongst the trees 
Tree health check 
Wild flower ID 
Earth Walks 
Forces testing on the equipment and air resistance on the field 
Whittling reindeer to decorate the park at Christmas 
 
 
The Park needs to have wilder areas that the children can use. The 
learning pack would be great for the whole school and would like to 
input  into the development of it  
 
Issues Dog Poo and over enthusiastic dogs would it be possible to 
have a dog free area. 
 
The school does use the exercise equipment and it would be good 
to have more equipment. 
 
The children would like a new bigger trampoline. 
 
The school has a very high Eastern European number of families. 
Some of their families do not speak English at all – organising a 
focus group so that we can gather their views. 
 
Many of the mums go for Coffee after dropping their children off at 
school so a refreshment facility in the Park would be very useful. 
 
Improving the front of the Park so people know it is a park maybe 
large metal butterflies and flowers on the railings 
 
Good link for idea social@ltl.org.uk 
 
 
 

Liz Jolley 
Digitech 
School  

Face to face 
meeting – 
16/09/19 
 

The school majors in ITC and Media and as such has a variety of 
skills that they would be willing to use .They are very keen to work 
in the Community.  
 
Work Experience they have two programmes Year 10 do two 
weeks one in January and one in June. 
 
Year 12/13 can offer one day a week all year (Wednesdays) 
 
Workshops- They can provide a number of these Photography 
,Graphics ,video and could be delivered in the Park. 
 
QR Codes – they produce these and the content behind them like 
videos, photos for Tree trails, Heritage trails. Develop Treasure 
hunts for all ages to discover the Park and Kingswood. 
 
Their Computing Students can produce Virtual Worlds and this 
could be used to develop what the Park would look  like after the 
work had been done. 
 
Time lapse photography to get an idea of the wildlife and usage of 
the Park. 
 

mailto:social@ltl.org.uk


Rather than having the normal interpretation boards have digital 
screens that can display a variety of information. 
 
The School can do all the graphic design for leaflets that we need  
 
Having a digital floor on the amphitheatre that changes colour . 
 
Would like to do some linked up work with Museum – digitising the 
photos for Kingswood. 
 
Talked about the Carnivals that used to take place and this could 
link into an Art and Design Project. 
 
 

Margie 
Cooke 
DHI 

Face to face 
meeting – 
17/09/19 

As their client base come from all walks of life all aspects of the 
Park affect them. 
 
Play area – Splash pad or fenced in Paddling pool. 
                   Larger Trampoline  
                   Marked out Hopscotch  
Physical Activity – Marked out run route – with painted lines  
                              Convert the Tennis Courts into multi use court 
Basketball ,Five a side  but would be good if it is floodlight  
                            - Gym Equipment that is wheel chair friendly and 
a post near it to tie up dogs. 
 
Refreshment area – Would be good if it is run by Brandon Trust or 
similar organisation. If it was run by a private organisation it would 
be good if in their contract they had to employ a certain number of 
people with additional needs  
 
Gardening /Craft group making planters for the community out of 
palates and other recycled items. Making sure that there are raised 
beds to accommodate wheelchair users  
 
Forest School – For Pre Schools ,Private Nurseys and maybe there 
could be a referral service to the area for children who do not have 
gardens. 
 
Lighting in the evening – maybe could have a light route for joggers 
and dog walks not necessarily the whole Park . 
Make sure the park is dementia friendly. 
 

Kelly Coles 
 
Hanham 
Health 
Centre 

Face to face 
meeting – 
19/09/19 
 

The Health Centre is very keen to develop a programme of 
activities in the park  that they can refer their patients into . Very 
similar to a Social prescribing project . 
 
It would need to run by referrals as this is the way the GPs work 
with all other services. For example the Gp could send a referral to 
the Activities Officer at the Park who could then follow up with that 
patient what activity they would like to do and book them in. 
 
Activities they would like to see offered : 
 
Walking to Health  
Gardening 
Buggy Fit 
Walking Tennis 
Yoga/Mediation Outdoors (they have a GP trained in this ) 
Fitness Trail 



Wildlife Sessions 
Photography  
 
 
There could also be a link here to get people to join the Friends 
group and help with events and litter picking. 
 
Patient Participation Group (PPG) are good at Organising 
Community Events to raise awareness of Health Issues and these 
could be held in the Park. 
 
 
Other  ideas : 
 
Skateboard / Scooter area 
Swing that children with a wheel chair can use it is locked and has 
to be undone with a Radar Key.  
https://www.gljones-playgrounds.co.uk/playground-
equipment/swings/abilityswing-wheelchair-swing-detail 
 
For Autistic children/Children and Fiddle trail with Puzzles and 
allsorts of textures and things to play with bells etc. 
 
Changing table in the toilets for older children  not just babies 
  
http://smirthwaite.co.uk/product/hi-riser-changing-bench/  
 
Not to Forget people with Invisible Disabilities so making the Park 
as stress free as possible. 
   

Marian Lovell  
 
Head of 
College  
 
Warmley 
Park School 

Face to face 
meeting – 
20/09/19 

The School would like to use the Park on a more regular basis and 
have drawn up a list of ideas that would make their experience so 
much better : 
 

1. Accessible Toilet with a Changing bed – this would be 
unique in a park and would mean they could use the park 
for a full day. 

2. Play area with inclusive Play equipment – Rope net swings 
and wheelchair equipment. 

3. Amphitheatre with a roof for shade in a summer and 
shelter in a winter. 

4. A textured walk – sand, bumpy, leaves and an area of 
grass where the children could walk bare foot would have 
to be fenced off. 

5. Minibus Parking 
6. Walking to Health Session 
7. Bike ability sessions in the Park 
8. Café in the Park that was a social venue so their post 16 

pupils could gain work experience  
 
The school would like their students to be able to do work 
experience in the Park. 
 
The students will be coming to the park on Wednesday 25th 
September as they wanted to be able to tell us what they would 
like. 
 
Marian has teenage children who expressed they would like an 
area where there is WIFI and some way of charging their phone. 

Dee Moxon Meeting 23rd Oral History should run through the Life of the Project because 

https://www.gljones-playgrounds.co.uk/playground-equipment/swings/abilityswing-wheelchair-swing-detail
https://www.gljones-playgrounds.co.uk/playground-equipment/swings/abilityswing-wheelchair-swing-detail
http://smirthwaite.co.uk/product/hi-riser-changing-bench/


 
Arts 
Enlarged  
 
(Delivered 
Page Park 
Oral History) 
 

September 
2019 
 

otherwise you miss the stories . 
 
There should be an event at the start  and then every 9 months – 
themed around the History that has been gathered . These events 
should also be an opportunity to gather the stories. 
 
Linking it to the work with the Health Centre – “drawing from 
Heritage ”arts on prescription regular intervention which leads upto 
the events. 
This could create a group to engage with and show their work at 
the event create things for the event ,not necessarily always doing 
drawings but art inspired by the Oral Histories. 
 
Link the history and skills to research and take Oral history in with 
the schools pack. But also remembering to take the older people 
into the schools to tell their stories. 
 
Living Memory collection – stories passed down i.e. “my grandma 
used to tell me ….” 
 
Memory Café for older people – objects from Kingswood to 
encourage them to remember stories. 
 
Delivery and retention of the Stories – final event to celebrate and 
maybe Sound pads that play the stories in the Park as you stand 
on them . 
 
Or Plaques that share the heritage  
 

Alison 
Richards   
 
Street 
Cleansing 
Co-ordinator  
Streetcare 
 
(manages 
the public 
toilets)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Face to face 
meeting – 
23/08/19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Meeting to discuss public toilets outside Kingswood Park 
 
Alison stated that she wouldn’t be offended if I said they were 
horrible , acknowledges they are from a bygone age and in need of 
upgrading. 
 
On her wish list – need to cater for the disabled, should have baby 
changing facilities in them , currently only a tiled slab which not fit 
for purpose 
 
Agreed the toilets should be accessed from the park so in particular 
young children should be able to access them without having to 
leave the park and that there should be baby changing facilities in 
the park. 
 
Agreed they should be Unisex 
 
Agreed we should explore the possibility of rationalising the two 
buildings ( Gents & Ladies)  , so provide semi automatic unisex 
public conveniences on one block . 
 
Was happy with Healthmatic as being respected company who are 
used in neighbouring authorities. 
 
Agreed refurbished modern toilets would be cheaper to maintain. 
 
Advised that Property Services has carried out recording of usage 
in the past ( approx. 2015) , Handy Van team were asked to install 
a single recording device which they moved around multiple toilet, 
but she didn’t get supplied with findings. 
 



Is happy we are to fit Linetop monitors in Ladies & Gents. 
 
Is happy that her staff would be able to continue to service any 
refurbished toilets as already have another facility nearby at 
Moravian Road. 
 
Would be interested in me getting more details of refurbishment 
from Healthmatic and would be interested in us taking them up on 
their offer to show us some similar facilities on nearby Bath or 
Bristol. 
 

Deborah 
Wood 
 
Courtney 
Road 
Primary 
School 

Face to face 
meeting – 
24/09/19 
 

Discussed with the school about the Pack that we will be 
developing with schools that they can use in the Park.  
 
The school was more interested in activities in the Park for outside 
of School hour’s .They comment how their parents tell them they 
have issues in the park of children being bullied. 
 
They would like the Park to be a safe area for families and have 
someone there to facilitate play and look after the children. 
 
Den building area skeleton poles with hooks on to tie netting on 
.Plus a low ropes area. 
 
Multipurpose Court which if floodlight.  
 
Main things they need to use the park : 
 

1. Toilets with disabled changing 
2. Shelter area with power – Could be amphitheatre  
3. Drink Facilities – Water Fountain / Tea coffee area 

 
Would be useful to have an information Trail about the park. 
 
They would like a forest school area that they could use during the 
day. 
 
 

Kingswood 
Museum 

Face to face 
meeting – 
24/09/19 

The museum has a lot of Photos from 1965 onwards but very few 
from before that. 
They have leaflets that include the park pre 1965 and some aerial 
photos from 1946. 
 
They think they may have a picture of the park opening. 
 
1962 onwards Photos of the Miss Kingswood Beauty pageant 
1965 Bowls Club 
1965 Photo of the swings 
1965 Talent competition 
1965- 1995  Kingswood Show – Fair ,Pet and flower show, live 
bands 
Also 1965 Drink drive campaign 
1966/7 Dog Training sessions 
1973 Towns Women’s Guild tree planting 
1977 Donkey Rides 
1980 Union Day of action 
1989 Skateboarders 
1990 Freddie the Reindeer  
1990 Town Crier Competition 
 



They also have photos on : 
Boots and shoes 
Coal Mining 
Corsetry 
Miss Kingswood 
Whitsun Parades 
WI 

Nikki Long 
 
Playaway 
Preschool 

Face to face 
meeting – 
25/09/19 

What learning and participation activities could be included outdoor 
activities and park 
 
visits that will benefit health & well-being, healthy eating and 
growing areas, active and 
 
sporting activities, health living, yoga, walking and keep fit for ages 
and abilities, 
 
involvement in the development at artwork and other park media, 
researching the history 
 
and/or biodiversity value of the park and stories of people in 
Kingswood, taking part in 
 
community events, social and learning activities or anything else 
you can think of? 
 
 

• To involve our children meeting the local community via 
playing in the child’s play area and activities. 

 
• Low level balancing resources, sensory activity boards to 

support younger children’s motor skills ie interactive maze 
boards 

 
• Would be nice to have more seats and picnic tables to 

promote healthy eating thus bin would also be needed. 
 

• Small allotment or growing planters with produce and/or 
herbs for sensory experiences, small areas where the 
children and touch, pick or taste produce. 

 

• We are looking forward to using the natural open space 
that has been created to provide our children with valuable 
forest school skills, thus a fire pit would also be welcome or 
use of fire wok in designate area 

 

• Bug houses/habitat for the children to investigate and be 
aware of protecting their natural environment 

 

• We use the park to tell stories about wildlife and explore 
using magnifying glasses or re-create stories such as the 
Bear hunt and Harry’s hazelnut story, therefore it would be 
nice if the children could plant seeds and watch how they 
grow. 

 

• We like to use the park to observe the changes of seasons 
that we experience such as the leaves changing colours 
and collecting natural resource to create artwork. 

 

• We use the park for physical exercise, parachute, ball 
games, and would look forward to providing yoga, sports 



activities and keep fit activities for our young children, 
possibly small goal net or low level netball/basketball nets. 

 

•   To talk to our children in order to demonstrate the 
importance of healthy eating, physical exercise and how 
this can improve their well-being. 

 

• Information boards on flora and fauna in park and natural 
trails, our children enjoy looking for the bird houses so 
maybe animal trails/ prints or natural so children can 
remove shoes and experience different textures. 

 
Jonathan 
Wheeler   
 
Breakthrough  

Face to face 
meeting -  
30/09/19 

Need to change the Culture of the park and make it inclusive for all 
their clients and the wider community 
 
Would be nice to have different zones : 
Mindfulness / Wellbeing area that is quiet and good for people with 
mental health issues – Maybe these clients could help develop the 
area and this would lead to them taking ownership. 
 
A talking Bench where people can go and sit if they are lonely or 
feeling isolated  
 
Wildlife Area – Volunteers could help clear it and maintain it ,but 
also use as a teaching resource . Also include in this a gardening 
area where people can learn new skills. 
 
Sport area – Change Tennis Courts into a multi sport floodlight 
area. Have Streetgames in the Park to encourage young people to 
be involved .Painted running track and organised walks like 
walking to health. 
 
Creative area- Colouring in sessions,Photography, Arts projects, 
Outdoor choir 
 
Work like work placements for their mentees and also any 
refreshment facility needs to be reasonably priced- Not for profit 
business 
 

Winstone 
Muir 
 
Dementia 
Alliance 
 
Email reply 

Email 
02/10/2019 

Please note: This email is not regularly seen by myself - so can you 
please use my own work email: 
winsomebmuir@southernbrooks.org.uk  
 
It's really great to hear that the Kingswood park wants to move 
forward with making the park dementia friendly. This is especially 
important as there are a high percent of people with dementia in 
Kingswood. People with dementia generally benefit from walking 
and being in the open space - local residents of Kingswood with 
dementia and their carers would feel safe in a familar surrounding.. 
 
There are many things you should consider if people would like to 
be really inclusive rather than doing a tick box exercise - which I'm 
sure with you on board it will be the real McCoy!! 
 
Some dementia friendly actions for parks and open spaces:- 

1. All friends of park volunteer should attend a session where 
they learn about dementia -  

2. Consult people with dementia about their needs directly - 
work with an organisation like the SGDAA/ Alzheimer's 

mailto:winsomebmuir@southernbrooks.org.uk


Society/memory cafe 
3. recruit people with dementia as volunteers of Friends of 

Kingswood park -  
4. consider paths being level and without potholes 
5. Consider installing park benches so people have places to 

rest - be mindful that some colours are difficult to see and 
that some people with dementia have perception issues - 
eg a green painted bench placed in from on grass and a 
background of trees/grass might not be seen. 

6. Consider dementia friendly signs and directional signs 
within the park 

7. consider well designed signage and correct positioning,  
8. Think about the front - where bus stops are - where 

entrances are - are they easily seen - clear and can people 
navigate around the park. 

9. consider having sensory garden to be part of a sensory 
trail. 

10. Consider having raised planting beds 
11. Consider using the park to deliver activities that people 

with dementia can talk part in - eg walking for health group 
could lead a walk that is open and suitable for those with 
dementia or the Friends of Park group could do the same. 

12. Joining the local DAA (SGDAA) and having the "Working to 
become dementia friendly" sticker will help to promote 
what the group are doing to the wider public. 

13. If you are going to have a water feature then do consider 
safety and risk factors 

14. Consider incorporating plants that evoke memories - so old 
fashioned planting 

15. Handrails - to aid movement around the park or on steep 
inclines 

16. Notice board - clear bright and will vital information ...... 
17. Park wardens - whether volunteers or otherwise!! 

I would say the volunteers attending a dementia information 
session will be a great sign that they have some understanding of 
the challenges of dementia and that they are not bound by stereo 
types - there are over 3,400+ people in South Gloucestershire 
living with dementia - the vast majority in Kingswood. It would make 
sense that the local park and the community group are inclusive 
and welcoming to them whether as users of the park or as 
volunteers.  
 
If you need more help do let me know. The SGDAA would really 
like to see all open spaces/park as dementia friendly for those who 
are living with dementia and their carers. 
 

Helena Craig  
 
Black2Nature 
 
Also 
attending: 
Jon Munslow 
& Rowena 
Kenny – 
South Glos 
Council 

Meeting – 
08/10/19 

How can we create parks and green spaces which are and feel 
more welcoming for all residents? Safety and perception of safety 
key due to fear of hate crime 
 
Peoples Manifesto for Wildlife’ Black2 Nature have input into this 
manifesto launched with Chris Packham which includes 10 steps to 
widen engagement  http://www.chrispackham.co.uk/a-peoples-
manifesto-for-wildlife 
 
Dogs - number of dogs and amount of dog mess in UK a barrier as 
is perception/fear around this – for people of Moslem faith being 
clean for prayers is essential and risk of being approached and 
having contact with a dog or faeces prevents many people of 

http://www.chrispackham.co.uk/a-peoples-manifesto-for-wildlife
http://www.chrispackham.co.uk/a-peoples-manifesto-for-wildlife


Moslem faith going to green spaces – this includes having to walk 
through an area with dogs to reach a dog free play area or garden. 
In Many countries/cultures dogs are used for protection or are feral 
and are not kept as pets, fear of rabies etc – this creates strong 
fear in many people of dogs which is not as applicable in a  UK 
context where dogs are predominantly pets 
 
Design considerations – to widen engagement ensure that dog free 
areas have dog free access/routes to reach them and are not 
isolated ‘islands’ in the centre of parks eg play areas and sensory 
gardens. Consider shifting of design segmented use priorities eg 
creating dog exercise areas within a larger dog free or dogs on 
leads park – USA experience of this in parks of intense pressures 
 
Support culture change which meets in the middle  - re conflicting 
needs – work to reduce fear re dogs applicable to a UK context 
and likewise to reduce sense of ‘entitlement’ of dog owners to 
access all areas - issues re fouling and close control particularly 
jumping up  
 
Park opening hours - Importance of knowing and consulting with 
your audience eg park opening and event times can be key barrier 
– shift work eg taxi, catering sector means mornings needed for 
sleep – eves key time for family activity ie 3-6pm and later when 
many parks can be closed. Scope for voluntary park community 
wardens to extend hours? 
 
• Moslem community – Bristol council of mosques – Ramadan 

month of fasting – Eid festival a shared/community breaking of 
fast ritual/celebration popular outdoors where possible – will be 
23 April 2020 – break fast as turns dark/dusk and gather for 1.5 
hours with prayer and shared food – needs to be in dog free 
location which is clean for prayer 

• Hindu community – divali and holi celebrations – Richard 
Aston/John Morris have organised holi and divali fests in Wick 
Golden Valley with local hindu community (Kingswood) 

 
Youth input: Engage with school/college diversity groups/forums 
and school green groups/forums. Many schools students and 
parents report endemic racism. Teens fear prejudice and hate 
crime 
 
Global justice and sustainability – need to consider impact on 
global trade and vulnerable developing country communities of 
‘buying local’ messaging eg Bangladesh textile sector being hit. 
Messaging re fairtrade and sustainability of sourcing and 
production and transition support for businesses to new green 
industry as also underway in UK re transition from fossil fuel sector 
to renewables – green industrial revolution 
 
Rural isolation – transport between villages key issue 
Hanham – growing Somalian population 
Local radio ME reach 
UJIMA – black African and Caribbean focus 
BCFM – S Asian, African and wider audience 
Black South West Network 
South Glos Race Equalities Network 
Bristol Green Mella – being planned for July 2020 in Eastville Park 
by Black2Nature and Bristol parks – Bristol fest of Nature fest 
perceived as white British focussed 



 

Engage UWE re info/display re climate breakdown impacts in rest 
of world to raise awareness at events 
 
Issue of site friends of groups not always representing wider 
community effectively which can influence management decisions 
and engagement programes 
 
Scope to include actions/considerations from our meeting into the 
Kingswood park bid 
 

Val Moreton 
 
Kingswood 
and Hanham 
Bowling Club 

Email and 
attachment – 
28/10/19 

Kingswood and Hanham Bowling Club can offer bowls taster 
sessions which could potentially coincide with Friends of the Park 
activities. These sessions would naturally be free of charge and 
completely inclusive (in the age/gender/ability sense). The sessions 
would be open to everyone or where it was felt appropriate, we 
would be happy to target to a certain audience / group of 
individuals.  
We could set up trial sessions as part of our fixtures programme 
which could be circulated / advertised, maybe targeting certain 
groups on certain dates/days 

• Women’s groups 
• School groups 
• Church groups 
• Introduction to bowls course over a set number of weeks 

We have 2 open days built-in to our schedule which are well-
advertised to park users and we would like to work with businesses 
in locality to promote bowls in our community and work to break 
down the barriers that exist.  
 
We would very much like to work with and involve local schools. 
The closest schools to the park are junior schools, therefore we 
would very much welcome support in the way of funding to enable 
the purchase of bowls suitable for use by juniors. 16 sets of bowls 
(4 bowls per set) would cost in the region of £2400 and would 
enable a class of 32 children to have the use of 2 bowls each.  In 
addition, we would need to factor in storage costs for these bowls. 
  
As much as we would like to support, having given it due thought 
we believe that there are too many conflicts for us and that the best 
option for offering refreshments in the park would be in the form of 
a concession stand up at the bandstand area. We also believe that 
the refurbishment of the toilets at the top of the park would be the 
best solution. The toilets within our facility would not be suitable for 
public access as the green is securely locked when we are not 
there. We are responsible for any damage sustained to our facility, 
which covers not only the toilets but also the bowling green which 
could also at risk if the site is opened to the public and 
unsupervised.  
 
We already support The Friends of the Park and allow them to use 
the clubhouse for events such as "Bygone Kingswood" with our 
members volunteering to open the building and help with tea and 
biscuits. We would be happy to continue with this arrangement in 
the future.  
 
The Park is a community space and we welcome the chance to get 
more people of all ages and abilities to get more active and to 
dispel the myth that lawn bowls is just for the old! 
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●  encourage greater use of the park
through events and activities

●  provide new play facilities

●  restore paths, walls, masonry and
other features

●  share the heritage of the park and
research its history

●  improve park facilities for all, making it
a central focus for the community and
contribute to the economic regeneration
of Kingswood High Street

●  investigate opportunities for a
refreshment facility

●  improve access for people with
mobility di�  culties

●  explore the option to refurbish or provide
new toilet facilities

●  encourage voluntary groups and schools
to make greater use of the park

●  improve the park landscape and biodiversity

The Friends of Kingswood Park and South Gloucestershire Council 
are applying for a National Lottery Heritage Fund grant which, if 
approved, will be used to restore and regenerate Kingswood Park.

THE MAIN 
AIMS OF 

THE PROJECT 
ARE TO:

We will enter all 
completed forms into 
a prize draw and the 
winner will receive a 
£20 shopping voucher 
from the Friends of 
Kingswood Park.
To be entered into the draw 
we will need the following 
information so that we can 
contact the winning entry.

  Yes I would like to be 
entered in the prize draw

Name:

Tel No:

Email:

OUR PARK AT THE 
HEART OF OUR 
COMMUNITY

1742 - Kingswood Park - Paper Survey.indd   1 05/08/2019   14:35



1 Do you currently visit / use Kingswood Park

 Yes      No

2  If you visit / use Kingswood Park, which of the 
following activities have you done?

Tick all that apply
  Get some fresh air 
  Eat lunch / a picnic  
  Relaxation 
  Running / jogging 
  Walking / walk the dog 
  Visit with friends / family 
  Use the children's play area  
  Use sports facilities (bowls, tennis courts) 
  Play sport or games 
  Use public toilets  
  Organised educational / school visit 
  Cycle / ride a bike 
  Enjoy nature / wildlife 
  Attend community events (e.g. Fun in the Park) 
  Other (Please specify)

3  If you don’t use Kingswood Park can you tell us why?

Tick all that apply
  Too far away / I use a closer park
  Safety concerns or anti-social behaviour
  Quality / maintenance of facilities
  Lack of facilities / activities
  Diffi  cult to access by public transport 
  Parking 
  Disability access 
  Cost of getting there
  Other (Please specify)

4  Tell us what kinds of events or activities would 
improve your enjoyment of Kingswood Park, or 
would make you visit the park more if off ered? 

Tick all that apply
  Local history and park heritage, stories of the 

park and the Kingswood community
  Organised activities for children / families / 

all ages and abilities
  More live music / celebration events for all 

the community
  Wildlife / environmental themed heritage activities 

including family nature days, wild play sessions, 
outdoor seasonal events and wildlife surveys

  Helping design new park art works, and art 
and craft based activities

  Celebration events (e.g. religious and cultural 
days / Armed Forces Day / public holidays)

  Guided walks and talks
  Producing new Kingswood Park leafl ets, 

information panels and website information
  Opportunities to learn practical conservation 

tasks and horticultural skills
  Educational / school visits
  Health and wellbeing activities

(e.g. Tai chi, yoga, health walks)
  More sporting activities

5  What other activities or improvements would you 
like to see in Kingswood Park?

6  Tell us what you think about the toilet facilities 
located next to the park on Kingswood High Street

Tick one only
  The existing toilets are fi t for purpose
  The toilet facility should be kept in its current 

location and updated  
  The toilet facility should be relocated in the park 
  No preference

 Please fold and post this form to the freepost address provided

 If preferred, you can complete this form online at www.southglos.gov.uk/kingswoodpark

 All completed forms need to be sumbitted to us by 13 SEPTEMBER 2019

  Other (Please specify)

1742 - Kingswood Park - Paper Survey.indd   2 05/08/2019   14:35



7  The proposals to improve Kingswood Park 
include the potential for a new refreshments 
facility or cafe. To what extent would you agree or 
disagree that this would benefi t the community? 

Tick one only
 Strongly agree
 Somewhat agree
 Not sure
 Disagree
 Strongly disagree

8  If a refreshments facility / cafe was provided, 
what time of year would you be most likely to 
use it?

Tick all that apply
 Spring
 Summer
 Autumn
 Winter
 All Year

9  We would like to increase opportunities to 
volunteer in the park. Which of the following 
are you interested in?

  Joining the Friends of Kingswood Park
  Helping to organise activities and events
  Researching local history
  Nature and wildlife conservation
  Park upkeep / horticulture
  None of the above / I am not interested in 

volunteering
If you are interested in volunteering in the park 
please leave your contact details here

Please answer the following optional questions 
about yourself. The information you supply will 
help us to analyse the results of this survey and 
to ensure we understand the views of diff erent 
people. Responses to these questions will remain 
confi dential and individuals will not be identifi ed 
and personal details will not be published.

Please tell us your full postcode:

Are you?

  Female       Male       Prefer not to say

How old are you? 

  18 and under   45 - 64
  19 - 24   65 - 74
  25 – 44    75 and over
  Prefer not to say

Do you consider yourself to be disabled? 

  No   Prefer not to say
  Yes - Physical impairment
  Yes - Sensory impairment
  Yes - Mental health condition
   Yes - Learning disability/diffi  culty or cognitive 

impairment
   Yes - Long standing illness or health 

condition
  Yes - Other (please state below)

Please tell us your ethnic origin: 

  Arab / Arab British
  Asian / Asian British
  Black / Black British
  Mixed
  Traveller / Gypsy
  White British
  White – Other
  Other (please state)

  Prefer not to say

1742 - Kingswood Park - Paper Survey.indd   3 05/08/2019   14:35



FOLD 1

FOLD 2  – Fold and tuck behind FOLD 1
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1.0 Key Findings 

 62% of respondents to the survey visit or use Kingswood Park once or a few 
times a month. 15% use the park once a week or more often. 13% of 
respondents use the park a few times a year and 11% said that they never 
use the park. 

 For the young person’s survey, 15 young people use the park once a week or 
more often. 10 said they use the park a few times a year, 6 use the park once 
or a few times per month and only 3 said they never use the park. 
 

 Over three quarters (78%) indicated that they use Kingswood Park to get 
some fresh air. Over half of respondents (58%) indicated that they use the 
children’s play area. 46% of respondents use the park to walk or walk the dog. 

 For the young person’s survey, 30 young people said they use the park to get 

some fresh air, 23 young people use the children’s play area. 20 visit with 

friends and family. 19 young people enjoy nature and wildlife.  
 

 The largest number of respondents (49% nearly half) said that they were 
prevented from visiting Kingswood Park more often by the lack of facilities. A 
quarter of respondents (25%) had safety concerns or concerns surrounding 
anti-social behaviour. 24% were prevented by lack of parking. 

 9 young people said that they are prevented from visiting the park/visiting 
more often because the park is too far away or they use a closer park. 5 
young people indicated that they don’t feel safe there. 4 young people said 

there is nothing fun to do there. 
 

 62% of respondents to the survey would like to see ‘more live 

music/celebration events for all the community’ 62% would like to see 

‘organised activities for children/families/ people of all ages and abilities’  
 21 young people indicated that activities for children and families would make 

Kingswood park better for them. 20 young people would like live music.  
 

 The largest number of respondents to the survey (43%) indicated that they 
think the toilet facility should be kept in its current location and updated. 30% 
of respondents felt that the toilet facility should be relocated in the park. 20 
young people indicated that were not happy to use the toilets. 
 

 In total, 88% of respondents agreed that a refreshment facility or café would 
benefit the community of these 68% strongly agreed. Only 6% of respondents 
disagreed it would be a benefit the community. 
 

 62% of respondents to the survey were not interested in volunteering. For 
those who indicated that they would like to volunteer, 19% said they would 
like to volunteer with nature and wildlife conservation. 15% would like to join 
the friends of Kingswood Park. 
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2.0 Consultation purpose, methodology sample and 
response 

 

Research Objectives 

The purpose of this consultation was to seek views and gather opinions from groups 
and organisations on the National Lottery Heritage Fund bid to restore Kingswood 
Park.  

 

 

Methodology 

Survey 

 

The survey was open from 8th July 2019 until 13th September 2019. A young 
person’s survey was created which ran alongside the main survey as part of this 
consultation  

 

As part of the consultation we also welcomed comments made online and by letter, 
email, fax and over the phone and these contact methods were promoted on 
consultation literature. 

 

Consultation information was sent to Town and Parish Councils, South 
Gloucestershire councillors and local voluntary and community organisations. 
Notifications were also sent to a range of other stakeholders and interested parties. 
All libraries and One-Stop Shops were also notified of the consultation details and 
asked to cascade the information to any interested parties. 

 

Sample and Response 
There was a total of 448 responses to the survey, 264 paper responses were 
received and 184 online responses were completed. There was a total of 34 paper 
responses to the young person’s survey.  

 

General Caveats 

 
The results of this consultation are not statistically representative of the views of 
South Gloucestershire residents due to the nature of the consultation methodology 
used. The level of response, information gathered and views obtained still provide a 
useful indicator of wider opinion and any important issues that will need to be 
considered. 
 
Due to the software used and the different response options open to respondents, it 
was possible for people to submit more than one response. This has been monitored 
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during the consultation period and analysis and it does not appear to have been 
abused or be a significant issue affecting the response. 
 
Any obvious duplicate comments, personal information and comments that can 
identify individuals, have been removed from the comments analysis. 
 
Percentages used in this report have been rounded and may not add up to exactly 
100%. For some survey questions, respondents could select more than one 
response which also means that percentages or number of responses, if added 
together, can total more than 100% or more than the number of responses received. 
 
We have included all responses received direct to us as part of this consultation 
report, however we are aware of other comments made particularly via social media, 
in comments made to news articles online and in letters to the press that we have 
not been able to practically include. 
 
 

Further Information 

 
This report was produced by South Gloucestershire Council’s Corporate Research & 
Consultation Team. 
 
Further information about this report is available from the Corporate Consultation 
Officer:  
     01454 868408 
     consultation@southglos.gov.uk   
     www.southglos.gov.uk  
    South Gloucestershire Council, Corporate Research and Consultation Team, 
Council offices, Badminton Road, Yate, Bristol, BS37 5AF 
 

  

mailto:consultation@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/
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3.0 Survey Analysis 

Q1. How often do you visit/use Kingswood Park? 

 Number  Percentage 

Once / a few times a 
month 268 62% 

   

Once a week or more 
often 66 15% 

   

A few times a year 55 13% 

   

Never 46 11% 

   

Total 435 100% 

 

Base n= 435 

 

Base n= 435 

 

62% of respondents to the survey visit or use Kingswood Park once or a few times a 
month. 15% use the park once a week or more often. 13% of respondents use the 
park a few times a year and 11% said that they never use the park. 
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Q2. If you visit/ use Kingswood Park, which of the following activities have you 
done?  

 Number Percentage 

Get some fresh air 310 78% 

Use the children's 
play area 232 58% 

Walking / walk the 
dog 182 46% 

Relaxation 178 45% 

Visit with friends / 
family  163 41% 

Attend community 
events (e.g. Fun in 
the Park) 162 41% 

Eat lunch / a picnic 151 38% 

Enjoy nature / 
wildlife 137 34% 

Use public toilets 98 25% 

Play sport or 
games 51 13% 

Use sports 
facilities (bowls, 
tennis courts) 44 11% 

Cycle / ride a bike 37 9% 

Running / jogging  31 8% 

Organised 
educational / 
school visit 25 6% 

Total 397 100% 

 

Base n= 397 

78% of respondents (over three quarters) indicated that they use Kingswood Park to 
get some fresh air. Over half of respondents (58%) indicated that they use the 
children’s play area. 46% of respondents use the park to walk or walk the dog, 45% 

use the park for relaxation. 41% use the park for social reasons, with 41% saying 
they visit with family and friends and 41% attend community events. 38% use the 
park to eat their lunch or have a picnic. 34% like to enjoy nature and wildlife. 25% of 
respondents use the public toilets.  
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Other reasons are listed below 

Work 
To enjoy the open space playing with my great grandchildren 

Evening walk 
Enjoy the park as a historic venue 

attended monthly Sunday in the Park 

Walk with the baby 
Weekly buggy fit class 

Walk through to get to where I am going 

Walk and enjoy the lovely flower beds 

Buggy fit 
For fun time 
Use public toilets - no they are disgusting 

I very often walk through to get to High Street, I like to admire the flower beds 

Assistance with planting, littering picking, events etc. 

pleasant way to walk to Sainsbury's 

photography 
Occasional once in last 2 years 
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bike

Running
/ jogging

Organised
educational

/ school
visit

8%

46%

41%

13%

58%

45%
41%

6%

78%

9%

35%

11%

25%
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Visiting Pokemon Go location with my children 

When great grand children visit 
Armed Forces Days etc 

Just to let grand children have space to run and be a child 

Volunteering in the park 
Attending an organised "park you memories" event, Spring 2019 

Police patrol 
Help run Sunday in the Park with Freedom church 

I was on a stand at a fun day representing Healthwatch 

Church in the park 
Sun bathe! 
Sunday in the Park 

  

29 other reasons were given, 7 comments were made that they use the park for 
walking and exercise type activities, 7 comments were made that they use the park 
for events and community activities and 3 comments were made that they use the 
park to play with their children or grandchildren.  

Q3. Is there anything which prevents you from visiting Kingswood Park/ 
visiting more often? 

 Number Percentage 

Lack of facilities  91 49% 

Safety concerns 
or anti-social 
behaviour 46 25% 

Parking 44 24% 

Quality / 
Maintenance of 
facilities 42 23% 

Lack of activities 41 22% 

Too far away / I 
use a closer park 33 18% 

Disability access 6 3% 

Difficult to access 
by public 
transport  4 2% 

Cost of getting 
there 1 1% 

Total 185 100% 

 

Base n= 185 
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The largest number of respondents (49% nearly half) said that they were prevented 
from visiting Kingswood Park more often by the lack of facilities. A quarter of 
respondents (25%) had safety concerns or concerns surrounding anti-social 
behaviour. 24% were prevented by lack of parking.  

 

Other reasons are listed below 

Theme  

Number 
of 
comments 

Poor facilities and 
equipment for children 8 

Toilets are in poor 
condition 6 

No interest in visiting parks 4 

No free time to visit parks 3 

insufficient parking 3 

safety concerns 2 

Dogs roaming/no control 
of dogs 2 

Access problems 2 
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A total of 53 other comments were made for reasons that prevented them from 
visiting Kingswood Park. The most common themes were 8 mentions of poor 
facilities and equipment for children, 6 mentions of the toilets being in poor condition. 
4 comments were made that they have no interest in the park, 3 comments were 
made that they didn’t have any free time to visit the park. 3 comments were also 
made that there is insufficient parking. 2 comments were made that they have safety 
concerns. 2 comments were made they were worried about dogs in the park and 2 
comments were made that they were elderly or could not access the park. 

 

Q4. Which of the following events or activities would improve your enjoyment 
of Kingswood Park or make you visit the park more? 
 

Number  Percentage 

More live music / celebration events for all 
the community 

264 62% 

Organised activities for children / families / 
people of all ages and abilities 

262 62% 

Wildlife / environmental themed heritage 
activities including family nature days, wild 
play sessions, outdoor seasonal events and 
wildlife surveys 239 56% 

Celebration events (e.g. religious and cultural 
days / Armed Forces Day / public holidays) 

213 50% 

Health and wellbeing and exercise activities 
(e.g. Tai chi, yoga) 

194 46% 

Local history and park heritage, stories of the 
park and its role in the Kingswood community 

180 42% 

Helping design new park art works, and art 
and craft based activities 

112 26% 

Opportunities to learn practical conservation 
tasks and horticultural skills 

105 25% 

More sporting activities 95 22% 

Producing new Kingswood Park leaflets, 
information panels and website information 

77 18% 

Guided walks and talks 72 17% 

Educational / school visits 70 16% 

Total 426 100% 
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Base n= 426 

62% of respondents to the survey would like to see ‘more live music/celebration 

events for all the community’ 62% would like to see ‘organised activities for 

children/families/ people of all ages and abilities’ 56% would like there to be 

wildlife/environmental themed heritage activities including family nature days, wild 
play sessions, outdoor seasonal events and wildlife surveys’ 50% of survey 
respondents would like to see celebration events (e.g. religious and cultural days/ 
armed forces days/ public holidays’ 46% would like health and wellbeing and 

exercise activities’ 42% of respondents would like to see local history and park 
heritage, stories of the park and its role in the Kingswood community.  

Q5. What other activities or improvements would you like to see in Kingswood 
Park? 

Theme  
Number of 
comments 

Café/refreshments 54 

Improve play area and 
facilities 52 

Improve toilets 20 

Sports clubs/facilities 11 

Nature/wildlife programmes 11 

Swimming pool/splash pool 10 

More benches/seating areas 9 

Skate Park 8 

Make the park bigger 8 

Better control of dogs 8 

Live music events 5 

Improve parking 5 

Pond/lake 4 

Undercover area/all- weather 
facilities 4 

Better disabled access 4 

Information/community 
board 4 

Craft/farmers market 3 

Zip wire 3 

Improve security CCTV 3 

Improve pathways 3 

Walking/running groups 3 

 

Base n= 185 
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The largest mentioned theme in the open ended comments was that they would like 
to see a café or refreshments facility (54 comments) 52 comments were made that 
the play area should be improved and facilities updated for all children of all ages. 20 
comments were made that the toilets need improving. 11 comments were made that 
they would like more sports clubs and facilities for sports. 11 comments were also 
made that they would like more activities involving nature and wildlife. 10 comments 
were made that they would like a swimming or splash pool. 9 comments were made 
that more benches or seating areas are needed.  

 

Q6. Regarding the toilet facilities located next to the park on Kingswood High 
Street, which of the following best applies to you? 

 Number Percentage 

The toilet facility should 
be kept in its current 
location and updated  183 43% 

   

The toilet facility should 
be relocated in the park 127 30% 

   

No preference 86 20% 

   

The existing toilets are fit 
for purpose 29 7% 

   

Total 425 100% 

 

Base n= 425 

The largest number of respondents to the survey (43%) indicated that they think the 
toilet facility should be kept in its current location and updated. 30% of respondents 
felt that the toilet facility should be relocated in the park. 20% had no preference. 
Only 7% felt that the existing toilets are fit for purpose.  
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Q7. The proposals to improve Kingswood Park include the potential for a new 
refreshments facility or café. To what extent do you agree that this would 
benefit the community? 

 Number Percentage 

Strongly agree 303 68% 

   

Somewhat agree 88 20% 

   

Not sure 23 5% 

   
Somewhat 
disagree 15 3% 

   

Strongly disagree 15 3% 

   

Total 444 100% 

 

Base n= 444 

In total, 88% of respondents agreed that a refreshment facility or café would benefit 
the community of these 68% strongly agreed. Only 6% of respondents disagreed it 
would be a benefit the community. 

Q8. If a refreshments facility/café was provided, what times of year would you 
be most likely to use it if at all? 

 Number Percentage 

Summer 409 99% 

   

Spring 365 88% 

   

Autumn 321 78% 

   

Winter 245 59% 

   

Total 414 100% 

 

Base n= 414 

99% of respondents would use the refreshment facility/café in summer, slightly less. 
88% would use the facility in spring, 78% would use the facility in autumn and over 
half (59%) would use the facility in winter.  
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Q9. A key part of the lottery bid is to increase public involvement and 
volunteering in the park, which of the following, if any, would you be interested 
in volunteering with? 

 Number  Percentage 

None of the above / not 
interested in volunteering 233 62% 

   

Nature and wildlife 
conservation 70 19% 

   

Joining Friends of Kingswood 
Park 55 15% 

   

Horticulture / being a gardener 
/ helping to grow plants for the 
park 50 13% 

   

Organising activities and 
events for the community 40 11% 

   

Litter picking or repairs 24 6% 

   

Researching local history 22 6% 

   

Other (Please Specify) 3 1% 

   

Total 376 100% 

 

Base n= 376 

62% of respondents to the survey were not interested in volunteering. For those who 
indicated that they would like to volunteer, 19% said they would like to volunteer with 
nature and wildlife conservation. 15% would like to join the friends of Kingswood 
Park. 13% would like to be a gardener or volunteer by helping to grow plants for the 
park. 11% would like to organise activities and events for the community. 6% were 
interested in litter picking or repairs. 6% would like to research local history. 
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Other activities are listed below 

Would love too but my carer commitments fulfil my time. 

Playing apart in organised events 

Not able due to disability ⁸ 
Already do 
I already volunteer with Friends of Kingswood Park as a litter picker. 

Already part of Friends of Kingswood Park Group 
My son has disabilities and would relish helping in the park or cafe 

Not sure at present 
I am a bit too old to be of much use 

As a single mum I would sadly struggle to commit 
Not sure at the moment having grandchildren keeps me busy but maybe in 
the future 
We are moving soon sadly so can't help 
Not sure 
Work full time 
I am already of member of the Friends of Kingswood Park 

Already a member of Friends of the park 
Already involved with Friends of Kingswood Park 

Helping to create community artwork and games 

I already volunteer at another local park 
Sorry - couldn't 
Happy to support through my role at the shopping centre 
I've not got much time to volunteer 

Already volunteering in the park on a monthly basis 

Maybe in years to come 
I already have 3 voluntary jobs but if I had been free Friends of Kingswood 
Park is the one I would veer most towards 
Too old! 
I already volunteer in Kingswood 

No time 
I play at, and, am a member of Kingswood and Hanham Bowls Club, 
where, we have 2 open days pert year to attract new members.  This could 
possibly be extended. 

 

A total of 29 other comments were made. These were mostly reasons as to why they 
were unable to volunteer or stating that they already are volunteering. 1 comment 
was made about creating community artwork and games and 1 comment was made 
about extending the Bowls clubs.  
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3.2 Profile of Survey Respondents 

Q12. Gender 

 Number Percentage 

Male 125 29% 

   

Female 304 70% 

   

Prefer not 
to say 7 2% 

   

Total 436 100% 

 

Base n= 436 

Q13. Age 

 Number Percentage 

18 or under 3 1% 

   

19 - 25 11 3% 

   

26 - 49 205 47% 

   

50 - 64 119 27% 

   

65 and over 94 21% 

   

Prefer not to say 7 2% 

   

Total 439 100% 

 

Base n= 439 

Q15.  

 Number  Percentage 

No 365 84% 

Prefer not to say 13 3% 

Yes - Physical impairment 15 4% 

Yes - Sensory impairment  2 1% 

Yes - Mental health 
condition, such as 
depression, anxiety or 
schizophrenia 20 5% 
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Yes - Learning disability/ 
difficulty or cognitive 
impairment  3 1% 

Yes - Long standing illness or 
health condition 21 5% 

Yes - Other 1 0% 

Total 433 100% 

 

Base n= 433 

Q16. Ethnicity 

 Number Percentage 

Arab/ Arab British 0 0 

Asian/Asian British - 
Bangladeshi /  Indian / 
Pakistani / Chinese / Other 4 1% 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black 
British / Other 3 1% 

Gypsy or Traveller  1 0% 

Mixed/ multiple ethnic group  8 2% 

White - English / Welsh / 
Scottish / Northern Irish / 
British 385 88% 

White - Other (e.g. Irish, 
European) 27 6% 

Other 4 1% 

Prefer not to say 8 2% 

Total 440 100% 

 

Base n= 440 
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3.3 Young Persons Survey 

Q1. How often do you use Kingswood Park? 

 Number Percentage 

Once a week or 
more often 15 44% 

   

Once / a few 
times a month 6 18% 

   

A few times a year 10 29% 

   

Never 3 9% 

   

Total 34 100% 

 

Base n= 34 

15 young people use the park once a week or more often. 10 said they use the park 
a few times a year, 6 use the park once or a few times per month and only 3 said 
they never use the park. 

  

Base n=34 
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Q2. If you use Kingswood Park, what have you done there? 

 Number  Percentage 

Get some fresh air 30 88% 

Use the children's play area 23 68% 

Visit with friends / family  20 59% 

Enjoy nature / wildlife 19 56% 

Relaxation 17 50% 

Play sport or games 13 38% 

Eat lunch / a picnic 12 35% 

Walking / walk the dog 11 32% 

Organised educational / 
school visit 11 32% 

Running / jogging  9 27% 

Cycle / ride a bike 9 27% 

Use public toilets 8 24% 

Attend community events 
(e.g. Fun in the Park) 8 24% 

Use sports facilities (bowls, 
tennis courts) 6 18% 

Total 34 100% 

  

Base n =34 

30 young people said they use the park to get some fresh air, 23 young people use 
the children’s play area. 20 visit with friends and family. 19 young people enjoy 
nature and wildlife, 17 young people use the park for relaxation. 13 play sport or 
games. 
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Base n=34 

 

Q3. Would you agree or disagree with the sentences below 

 

       

 

Totally 
agree 

Sometimes 
agree 

Not 
sure 

Sometimes 
Disagree 

Totally 
disagree 

Everything in the park is 
clean / there is no litter 7 11 5 10 0 

 21% 33% 15% 30% 0% 

Nothing is broken or 
damaged 9 10 8 3 3 

 27% 30% 24% 9% 9% 

I'm happy to use the toilets 
there 3 1 9 1 19 

 9% 3% 27% 3% 58% 

There is a choice of things to 
do 17 8 4 2 2 

 51% 24% 12% 6% 6% 

 

Base= 34 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Get some
fresh air

Use the
children's
play area

Visit with
friends /
family

Enjoy
nature /
wildlife

Relaxation
Play

sport or
games

Eat lunch
/ a picnic

Walking /
walk the

dog

Organised
educational

/ school
visit

Running /
jogging

Cycle /
ride a
bike

Use
public
toilets

Attend
community

events
(e.g. Fun

in the
Park)

Use
sports

facilities
(bowls,
tennis
courts)

19

17

30

9

11

9
8

23

13

20

11

6

12

8



22 
 

18 young people agreed that ‘everything in the park is clean/there is no litter’ only 10 

young people disagreed. 19 young people also agreed that ‘nothing is broken or 

damaged’ only 6 disagreed.  

Only 4 young people agreed with ‘I’m happy to use the toilets’ 20 disagreed with this.  

25 young people agreed that ‘there is a choice of things to do’ and only 4 disagreed. 

Q4. Which of the following things would make Kingswood Park better for you? 
 

Number 

History and stories of the park  9 

Activities for children / families  21 

Live music  20 

Helping design new park art 
works, and art and craft 
activities 18 

Celebration events (e.g. 
religious and cultural days / 
Armed Forces Day / public 
holidays) 

18 

Guided walks and talks 5 

Learning gardening skills and 
how to look after wildlife, 
nature days or wildlife spotting 18 

Total  34 

 

Base n=34 

21 young people indicated that activities for children and families would make 
Kingswood park better for them. 20 young people would like live music. 18 young 
people would like to help design park art works, and art and craft activities. 18 young 
people would also like celebration events e.g. religious and cultural days/armed 
forces days/public holidays. 18 young people would also like to learn gardening skills 
and how to look after wildlife, nature days or wildlife spotting. 5 young people said 
they would like guided walks and talks.  
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Q5. Is there anything which stops you from visiting Kingswood Park/ visiting 
more often? 

 Number  Percentage 

Too far away / I use a closer 
park 9 56% 

   

I don't feel safe there 5 31% 

   

Nothing fun to do there 4 25% 

   

Difficult or haven't got 
money to get there by bus  0 0% 

   
Don't know how to get 
there 0 0% 

   

Total 16 100% 

 

Base n=16 

9 young people said that they are prevented from visiting the park/visiting more often 
because the park is too far away or they use a closer park. 5 young people indicated 
that they don’t feel safe there. 4 young people said there is nothing fun to do there. 

Other reasons are listed below 

Boring innit 
Scary children on bikes travelling in parks 
I don't have the time to go there 
The toilets are dirty 
Unless it's late at night 
No 
No 
No 
None of them 

 

9 comments were made, 4 of these were indicating that there is not a reason that 
prevents from using the park. 1 comment was around safety and being afraid of 
children on bikes, 1 comment was made that toilet is dirty and 1 comment was that 
they would not use park at night. 
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Q6 What other activities or improvements would you like to see in Kingswood 
Park? 

Theme 
Number of 
comments 

Play facilities for older children 11 

Football pitches/goalposts 6 

Café 4 

Zip line 3 

Race track  3 

Mini golf 3 

Shade/shelter 3 

Volleyball 3 

Toilets improved 3 

Tennis/table tennis 2 

Sports facilities 2 

Benches 2 

Splash pool 1 

 

A total of 26 comments were made in response to this question. 11 comments were 
made that they would mostly like to see better play facilities for older children. 6 
comments were made that they would like better football pitches and goalposts. 4 
comments were made they would like a café. 3 comments were made they would 
like a zip wire. 3 comments were made they would like a race track.  

Q7. If a refreshments facility/café were provided, what times of year would you 
be most likely to use it, if at all? 

      

 Likely to use Not sure 
Not likely 
to use 

Would 
never use 

Spring  17 9 3 1 

 57% 30% 10% 3% 

Summer 27 5 2 0 

 79% 15% 6% 0% 

Autumn 14 10 6 1 

 45% 32% 19% 3% 

Winter 12 6 4 8 

 40% 20% 13% 27% 

 

Base n= 34 

17 young people (over half) said they were likely to use the café in spring. 27 young 
people (over three quarters) said they were likely to use the café in summer. 14 
young people said they were likely to use the café in autumn and 12 young people 
said they were likely to use the café in winter 
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3.4 Profile of Young Survey respondents 

Q12. Gender 

 Number  Percentage 

Male 9 28% 

   

Female 16 50% 

   

Prefer not to say 7 22% 

   

Total 32 100% 

 

Base n=34 

Q13. Age 

 Number Percentage 

11 or under 17 52% 

11 to 16 6 18% 

17 - 18 2 6% 

18 - 21 2 6% 

Prefer not to say 6 18.% 

Total 33 100% 

 

Base n=34 

Q14. Disability 

 Number Percentage 

No 28 85% 

Prefer not to say 1 3% 

Yes - Physical impairment 0 0% 

Yes - Sensory impairment  0 0% 

Yes - Mental health 
condition 2 6% 

Yes - Learning disability/ 
difficulty  0 0% 

Yes - Long standing illness or 
health condition e.g. 
diabetes 0 0% 

Yes - Other 2 6% 

Total 33 100% 

 

Base n= 33 
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Q15. Ethnicity 

 Number Percentage 

Arab/ Arab British 0 0% 

Asian/Asian British - 
Bangladeshi /  Indian / 
Pakistani 1 4% 

Asian/Asian British - Chinese 1 4% 

Asian/Asian British - Other 2 7% 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black 
British - African 1 4% 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black 
British - Caribbean 0 0% 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black 
British - Other 0 0% 

Gypsy or Traveller  0 0% 

Mixed/ multiple ethnic group  2 7% 

White - English / Welsh / 
Scottish / Northern Irish / 
British 16 57% 

White Irish 1 4% 

White - Other 3 11% 

Other 0 0% 

Prefer not to say 1 4% 

Total 28 100% 

 

Base n= 28 
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4.0 Appendices A copy of the survey
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Green Spaces in Lockdown
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Corporate Research & Consultation Team
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The main reasons for using 
green spaces

• The most frequent reason for visiting green spaces before lockdown was to enjoy natural scenery 
and wildlife, and this remained the main reason to visit during lockdown as well (77% of people 
listed it in their main five reasons for the period before lockdown, and 78% during the lockdown 
period)

• When asked to explain any other reasons why a respondent may have visited green spaces, the 
most frequent response was not actually related to visiting green space at all. The most frequent 
comment made was that respondents couldn’t visit due to ill health, vulnerability or shielding (27 
mentions). The next most frequent reason that people had visited a green space was leisure 
activities such as horse riding, photography and fishing (10 mentions).

Frequency of using green 
spaces

• Almost all respondents visited a green space at least weekly before lockdown (85% at least weekly)

• 48% of respondents have used green spaces more since lockdown, and 28% having used green 
spaces less

Key Findings
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Reasons for changes in the 
use of green spaces

• Exercise and playing sport was the most frequent reason to have used green spaces more (151 
comments, 28%), with the benefits for mental and physical health noted by numerous respondents

• Self-isolation / shielding was the most frequent reason to have used green spaces less (43 
comments, 8%), with the desire to adher to lockdown rules and problems of ill health mentioned by 
several respondents. .

• 47% of respondents think their use change will continue, and 53% do not think it will continue

The value of green spaces

• The majority of respondents (60%) value green spaces more now compared to before lockdown, 
and virtually no one values green spaces less (1%)

• Green spaces are highly valued by respondents, with 92 comments (46%) showing general 
appreciation for open spaces and the mental and physical benefits of using green spaces being 
noted by 44 respondents (22%). 

Key Findings
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Introduction
The following report provides a summary of findings from a survey of South Gloucestershire Council’s Viewpoint panel. Members of South Gloucestershire Council’s Viewpoint 
panel were asked for their feedback on their use of green spaces, including how that use has changed as a result of lockdown. These questions were asked alongside a series 
of questions about the opinions on the new Council Plan. 

Methodology

The survey was sent to all 2,293 members of South Gloucestershire Council’s Viewpoint panel either by post (83%) or by email (17%). The survey was open until 5th July 2020.

Sample and Response
871 completed surveys were received, giving a response rate of 38%.

The panel aims to be as representative of the population of South Gloucestershire as possible and any over- or under-representations with regards to certain demographics are 
balanced by weighting the data to match the proportions present in the population. Quantitative data has been weighted according to population information taken from the 
2011 Census (Office for National Statistics). The results are weighted by gender, ethnicity (White and BAME), age (working age vs. non working age) and geography (priority 
neighbourhood and rest of the district). 

There are five priority neighbourhoods in South Gloucestershire: Cadbury Heath, Kingswood, Patchway, Staple Hill and Yate & Dodington. These areas were defined using the 
English Indices of Deprivation as areas where higher numbers of people do not achieve their full potential, have poorer health outcomes, are employed in less well paid jobs or 
are unemployed and have higher levels of crime. For further information please visit http://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/stronger-communities/priority-
neighbourhoods/.

Reporting
Base numbers shown for graphs/charts in this report reflect the weighted number. Qualitative data (comments questions) has not been weighted. 

For each survey question, the difference in views of different sample groups have been tested for significance at a 95% confidence level. Key significant findings are highlighted 
throughout this report.

Sums of percentages reported in this document may deviate from the actual total due to rounding. Greater deviations from 100% occur where respondents were able to choose 
multiple options and percentages are based on the number of respondents.

A full list of all comments made is available on request; due to the large number of individual comments made it has not been possible to include the full text of all comments 
within the main body of this report.

This following pages present the survey findings by subject area and follows the format of the questionnaire (a copy of the questionnaire is available on request). 5

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/community-and-living/stronger-communities/priority-neighbourhoods/


Main reasons for using 
green spaces in 

lockdown

The first question asked about the five main reasons for visiting green spaces 
before and during lockdown
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Main reasons for visiting green spaces
(Question 17)

The most frequent reason for visiting green spaces before lockdown was to enjoy natural scenery and wildlife, and this remained the main 
reason to visit during lockdown as well (77% of people listed it in their main five reasons for the period before lockdown, and 78% during the 

lockdown period)

Base: n=773

There were small increases in the proportion of people 
visiting green spaces during lockdown to enjoy natural 
scenery and wildlife (+1%), to relax and enjoy peace and 
quiet in nature (+4%), and to exercise (1%).

All other reasons for visiting decreased. 

The biggest decreases in reasons were seen for usages 
that involved a physical location or event: visiting the 
children’s play area (-22%), to spend time with family 
and friends (-20%), to attend an organised event (-18%), 
and to visit the café (-14%). 

7

Reason for visiting Before 
lockdown

During 
lockdown

Increase or 
decrease?

To enjoy natural scenery and wildlife 77% 78% á
To relax and enjoy peace & quiet in nature 68% 72% á
To exercise 73% 74% á
To visit the children's play area 25% 3% â
To play sport 19% 10% â
For bowling 3% 0% â
To visit the cafe 17% 3% â
For a picnic / barbecue 14% 8% â
To spend time with family/friends 47% 27% â
To attend an organised event 21% 3% â
To walk or cycle to somewhere else 41% 41% à
To exercise my dog 28% 28% à
To take a shortcut 17% 16% â
To visit an allotment 5% 5% à



Other reasons for visiting green spaces
(Question 17 - other)

When asked to explain any other reasons why a respondent may have visited green spaces, the most frequent response was not actually 
related to visiting green space at all. The most frequent comment made was that respondents couldn’t visit due to ill health, vulnerability or 

shielding (27 mentions). 

Base: n = 97

When asked to explain any other reasons why a respondent may 
have visited green spaces, the most frequent response was not 
actually related to visiting green space at all. The most frequent 
comment made was that respondents couldn’t visit due to ill health, 
vulnerability or shielding (27 mentions). 

The next most frequent ‘other’ reason for visiting (that wasn’t a 
comment on shielding or vulnerability) was to visit for leisure 
activities (10 mentions). 

These included horse riding (2 mentions), fishing (2 mentions), 
attend dance classes (1 mention) and to undertake a hobby like 
photography (1 mention).

Some respondents stated that they didn’t use green space at all (6 
mentions), or that they already lived in a rural area so didn’t need to 
use a green space during lockdown (6 mentions).
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Theme Number of mentions
Vulnerable and/or unwell so was shielding 27
Leisure activities such as photography, fishing 10
None of the options applied 8
Don't use green spaces 8
Change of scenery 7
Live/walk in countryside 6
Get some headspace/fresh air 6
Green space is garden 6
Misc 5
Went elsewhere for easier distancing 4
Exercised elsewhere 3
No reason to go for social during lockdown 2
Assist with a community asset 2
Haven't been during lockdown 1
To litter pick 1
Visiting relatives 1



Frequency of use of 
green spaces

The next questions asked about frequency of use of green spaces, both before 
and during lockdown
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How often did you visit green spaces before lockdown?
(Question 18)

Almost all respondents visited a green space at least weekly before lockdown (85% at least weekly)

Base: n=763

Over 65’s
• Slightly less likely than average to use a green space at least weekly 

(82% compared to an average of 85%), but still a high proportion of use

Retired people
• Slightly less likely than average to use a green space at least weekly 

(81% compared to an average of 85%), but still a high proportion of use

Health
• People who describe themselves as long term sick were significantly less 

likely to use green spaces than people with all other employment 
statuses (23% weekly use). These people are more likely to use a green 
space yearly (55%) rather than never (6%)

• Disabled people were significantly less likely to visit green spaces at least 
weekly than non-disabled people (76% of disabled people visiting weekly 
vs 86% non-disabled)

Ethnicity
• People from a BAME background were significantly less likely to visit 

green spaces at least weekly than people from a White British 
background (55% compared to 86% )
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Since the start of lockdown, have you been using green 
spaces more or less than before?

(Question 19)

48% of respondents have used green spaces more since lockdown, and 28% having used green spaces less

Base: n=751

Age
• People aged 16-44 significantly more likely to have used green spaces 

more (64%), compared to people aged 45 to 64 (40%) and people aged 
65+ (19%) 

Priority Neighbourhoods
• Respondents living in priority neighbourhood areas were significantly 

more likely to use green spaces less (47% respondents living in PN 
areas, compared to 25% rest of district)

Housing
• People whose housing does not have access to an outdoor space were 

significantly more likely to use green spaces more (96% no outdoor 
space vs 45% with outdoor space)

Health
• Disabled people were significantly more likely to visit green spaces less 

when compared to non-disabled people (51% disabled people using 
green spaces more vs 25% non-disabled)
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What are the main reasons you are visiting green spaces 
MORE often than before lockdown?

(Question 20)

Exercise and playing sport was the most frequent reason to have used green spaces more (151 comments, 28%), with the benefits for mental 
and physical health noted by numerous respondents.

Base: n = 530

The majority of comments made were relating to reasons for using 
green spaces more rather than less often. By far the most frequent 
reason given was to take exercise, whether than be to replace a 
session at the gym or to play sport (151 comments). 

Enjoying the scenery, nature and the fresh air was the next most 
frequent reasons given (65 comments) with a substantial number of 
people also noting how beneficial the use of green spaces is for mental 
health (33 comments), as well as how green spaces helped people get 
out of the house and have a break (60 comments). 

Increased usage seems to have bene driven by the opportunities for 
social interaction as well, with 55 respondents noting that open spaces 
are good social distancing locations and 14 people specifically stating 
that they visited for social opportunities. 

Three parents commented that green spaces had provided good home 
schooling learning opportunities. 
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Reasons for using green spaces MORE Number of mentions
For exercise/ to replace the gym/ play sport 151
Enjoy scenery, nature, fresh air 65
Get out of the house/ have a break 60
Good social distancing places 55
Need to stay within the local area 39
Take take a daily walk 35
Positive for mental health 33
More time available to visit and enjoy 33
Misc/not relevant 27
To walk the dog 24
For social opportunities 14
Boredom 7
Living in a green space already 6
To litter pick and tidy areas up 3
Home schooling learning opportunity 3
To visit an allotment 2
Monitoring the antisocial use of parks 1



What are the main reasons you are visiting green spaces 
LESS often than before lockdown?

(Question 20)

Self-isolation / shielding was the most frequent reason to have used green spaces less (43 comments, 8%), with the desire to adher to 
lockdown rules and problems of ill health mentioned by several respondents. 

Base: n = 530

Where respondents said they had used green spaces less, most of the 
time it was for logistical or Covid lockdown-related reasons.

The most frequent reason was that the respondent had been self-
isolating or shielding (43 comments), meaning that they had been 
mostly or entirely house-bound and had not visited any locations, 
including green spaces. 

The next most frequent theme mentioned was avoidance of green 
spaces due to adherence to lockdown rules, with a sentiment that it 
was better to avoid open spaces altogether in order to hasten the 
national control of the virus (18 comments).

Several respondents had been unable to visit due to emerging issues 
of ill health (17 mentions), some but not all of which were Covid-
related, and age (14 mentions).

Other reasons for visiting less included choosing to use a private 
garden instead (14 comments) and not feeling safe in open spaces (13 
comments). 
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Reasons for using green spaces LESS Number of mentions
Self isolation/shielding 43
Adhering to lockdown rules 18
Issues related to bad health 17
Issues related to age 14
Used own garden instead 14
Didn't feel safe in open spaces 13
Leisure facilities were unavailable 5
Lack of toilets creating a barrier 3
Litter and maintenance issues 1



Do you think any changes to your use of green spaces will 
continue after the Covid-19 emergency?

(Question 21)

47% of respondents think their use change will continue, and 53% do not think it will continue

Base: n=780

Current levels of green space use

• Of the respondents who think their use change will continue, the majority 
(65%) are currently using green spaces more

Green space use before Covid

• Of the respondents who think their use change will continue, 83% were 
using green spaces at least weekly before Covid

Other significant differences

• There were no other significant differences in response, analysed by 
demographic.

14

47%
53%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

Yes No

Do you think any changes to your use of 
green spaces will continue after the Covid-19 

emergency?



The value of green 
spaces

The next questions asked about the value of green spaces now, compared to 
before lockdown

15



How much more or less do you value green spaces now 
compared to before lockdown?

(Question 22)

The majority of respondents (60%) value green spaces more now compared to before lockdown, and virtually no one values green spaces 
less (1%)

Base: n=768

Younger people
• Younger people are significantly less likely to value green spaces more 

compared to people aged 65+ (56% vs 70%)

Housing
• People in socially rented housing are significantly more likely to value 

green spaces more now vs people who own their own home (85% vs 
61%)

• There was no statistically significant difference in perception of value 
seen between those who do and don’t have access to outdoor space at 
home

Health
• People who describe themselves as long term sick were less likely to 

value green spaces more, when compared to some other employment 
statuses (28% long term sick vs 71% employed part-time and 71% 
retired)
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Please use the space below to leave any further comments on 
the value of green spaces to you during lockdown

(Question 23)

Green spaces are highly valued by respondents, with 92 comments (46%) 
showing general appreciation for open spaces and the mental and physical 

benefits of using green spaces being noted by 44 respondents (22%). 

Base: n = 202

Most of the comments made in response to this final question were simply 
expressing appreciation for green spaces (92 comments, 46%). 

This appreciation was for a range of reasons including the mental and physical 
benefits of being able to get outside into the fresh air (44 comments) and the 
opportunity to experience nature and wildlife (14 comments).

It’s notable that there was a real mix of use experiences, from people who had 
only recently discovered the green spaces in their local area right through to 
people who had counted them as a lifeline for many years.

Concern was raised by a number of respondents that green spaces need to be 
protected from development (8 comments), with planning and new house 
building mentioned several times.

Housing was also mentioned in the context of ensuring that new developments 
have green spaces built into them from the start (4 comments). 

17

Theme Number of mentions
General appreciation for green spaces 92
Good for mental and physical health 44
Miscellaneous comments about SGC/national situation 20
Mention of a specific green space 17
Positive to experience nature / wildlife 14
Issues of overcrowding 12
Used private garden instead 11
Discovered new green space locally 10
Litter issues / need more bins 9
Need to protect green spaces from developers 8
Haven't used green spaces 7
Appreciation for cycle paths/cycling 6
The environment has improved since lockdown 5
Issues of poor maintenance / paths not maintained 5
Need green spaces in new developments 4
Green spaces are not big enough 4
Need public toilets 4
Concerned that green spaces are under threat 3
Make green spaces wilder 2
Concerns about planning 2
Cannot access green spaces due to disability 1
Comments related to Covid 1
Missing using the play equipment 1
Suggestions for new amenities or services 1
Compliments to team 1
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1. Key Findings  
 

 There was an increase in the number of respondents who visited green 
spaces before the Covid-19 emergency and now at the time of the survey 
being carried out (autumn 2020) from 34% to 46%.  
 

 The top three reasons that respondents had increased their visits to green 
space were that they feel they now have more time for getting outdoors due to 
either working from home, working less or being furloughed. That they were 
making an effort to get more exercise to improve their overall health and that 
they appreciate open spaces and nature more now than they did before. 
 

 The top five reasons listed for visiting green spaces were to enjoy natural 
scenery and wildlife (92% before, 89% now), to exercise (84% before, 90% 
now) and to relax and enjoy peace and quiet in nature (91% before, 88% now) 
 

 Overall, the largest number of respondents (over half 52%) indicated that they 
value green spaces much more now than compared to before March 2020. 
 

 The top three reasons for valuing green space more now than before the 
Covid-19 outbreak were that green spaces offer a calming and relaxing 
environment and is beneficial to their mental health. That accessing green 
spaces is beneficial for physical health and exercise and that they are happy 
to enjoy local areas more now and enjoy exploring their local area. 
 

 Overall, the largest number of respondents (nearly three quarters 72%) did 
not feel that they face any barriers to accessing or using green space, 28% 
felt that they did. 
 

 The most frequently mentioned priority by respondents was to keep open 
spaces and parks clean of litter, fly tipping and dog mess. The second most 
frequently mentioned priority was to preserve natural habitats and wildlife 
areas and the third frequently mentioned priority was to protect and maintain 
current green space to a higher standard. 
 

 The majority of respondents (67%) indicated that they are not involved in any 
volunteering groups. 33% of respondents were involved. 
 

 The top three ways in which the council can improve support for green space 
volunteers and groups were that the council could provide better promotion of 
groups and what they do through communications such as social media, 
newsletters and emails. That groups need greater funding or support to apply 
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for grants and that the council could help by stopping selling off and 
developing green space. 
 

 The majority of respondents (62%) were interested in getting involved with 
green space groups in the future. 38% indicated that this would not interest 
them. 
 

 The top three ways which the council could improve the information about 
green spaces were through good communication via social media, 
newsletters and emails. That they feel they do not have enough time or have 
too many other commitments to get involved and that organising local events 
to publicise these groups would encourage them to get involved.  
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2. Survey purpose, methodology and response 
 

Survey purpose 
The purpose of this survey was to seek views and gather opinions from groups and 
organisations on the preparation of South Gloucestershire Council’s new ‘Greener 
Places’ strategy.  

 

 

Methodology 
An online and paper survey were sent out to stakeholders and the wider community. 

 

As part of the consultation we also welcomed comments made online and by letter, 
email, fax and over the phone and these contact methods were promoted on 
consultation literature. 

 

Consultation information was sent to Town and Parish Councils, South 
Gloucestershire councillors and local voluntary and community organisations. 
Notifications were also sent to a range of other stakeholders and interested parties. 
All libraries and One-Stop Shops were also notified of the consultation details and 
asked to cascade the information to any interested parties. 

 

Survey 

The survey was open from 16th October 2020 until 30th November 2020. 

 

There was a total of 513 responses to the survey. 331 surveys were completed using 
the online version, 178 were completed using the web smartphone and 4 paper 
copies were received.  

 

1 email was also received in response to the engagement survey. 

 

General Caveats 

The results of this consultation are not statistically representative of the views of 
South Gloucestershire residents due to the nature of the consultation methodology 
used. The level of response, information gathered and views obtained still provide a 
useful indicator of wider opinion and any important issues that will need to be 
considered. This survey received a good level of response and interest from 
residents across the area. 
 
Due to the software used and the different response options open to respondents, it 
was possible for people to submit more than one response. This has been monitored 
during the consultation period and analysis and it does not appear to have been 
abused or be a significant issue affecting the response. 
 
Any obvious duplicate comments, personal information and comments that can 
identify individuals, have been removed from the comments analysis. 
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Percentages used in this report have been rounded and may not add up to exactly 
100%. For some survey questions, respondents could select more than one 
response which also means that percentages or number of responses, if added 
together, can total more than 100% or more than the number of responses received. 
 
We have included all responses received direct to us as part of this consultation 
report.  A full list of all comments made is available on request.  
 
Further Information 

 
This report was produced by South Gloucestershire Council’s Corporate Research & 
Consultation Team. 
 
Further information about this report is available from the Corporate Consultation 
Officer:  
     01454 863297 
     consultation@southglos.gov.uk   
     www.southglos.gov.uk  
    South Gloucestershire Council, Corporate Research and Consultation Team, 
Council offices, Badminton Road, Yate, Bristol, BS37 5AF 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:consultation@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/
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3. Survey Analysis 

3.1 Use of green space 

Q1. We would like to know how often you use green spaces. Please tell us 
about how often you visited or visit green spaces. 

There was an increase in the number of respondents who visited green spaces 
before the Covid-19 emergency and now at the time of the survey being carried out 
(autumn 2020) from 34% to 47%.  

Graph 1. Q1. Please tell us how often you visited or visit green spaces? Before the Covid-19 
emergency. 

 

Base size = 505 

Graph 2. Q1. Please tell us how often you visited or visit green spaces? Now autumn 2020. 

 

Base size = 497 
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Respondents from all age categories (except for 16-24 and 25-34) indicated that 
they are more likely to visit green spaces daily. Those from the 45-54 age category 
had the biggest increase from (39% before to 60% now). 

Table 1. Q1. Please tell us how often you visited or visit green spaces? (before the Covid 19 
emergency March 2020/Age categories)  

Counts 

Total 

Before the Covid-19 emergency (March 2020) 
Analysis % 

Respondents 

Daily 

A few 
times a 
week Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 

Base 497 169 175 92 54 7 - 

34% 35% 19% 11% 1% - 

16 to 24 6 1 - 3 2 - - 

17% - 50% 33% - - 

25 to 34 40 8 10 13 9 - - 

20% 25% 33% 23% - - 

35 to 44 90 28 26 25 9 2 - 

31% 29% 28% 10% 2% - 

45 to 54 90 35 34 10 10 1 - 

39% 38% 11% 11% 1% - 

55 to 64 120 45 49 14 10 2 - 

38% 41% 12% 8% 2% - 

65 to 75 94 35 31 16 11 1 - 

37% 33% 17% 12% 1% - 

Over 75 30 8 14 6 2 - - 

27% 47% 20% 7% - - 

Prefer not to say 27 9 11 5 1 1 - 

33% 41% 19% 4% 4% - 

Base size= see individual questions 
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Table 2. Q1. Please tell us how often you visited or visit green spaces? Now at the current time 
autumn 2020/ Age categories) 

Counts 

Total 

Now. At the current time (Autumn 2020) 
Analysis % 

Respondents 

Daily 

A few 
times a 
week Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 

Base 489 226 163 63 33 - 4 

46% 33% 13% 7% - 1% 

16 to 24 6 1 3 2 - - - 

17% 50% 33% - - - 

25 to 34 40 13 16 10 1 - - 

33% 40% 25% 3% - - 

35 to 44 88 40 26 15 6 - 1 

45% 30% 17% 7% - 1% 

45 to 54 90 54 26 6 3 - 1 

60% 29% 7% 3% - 1% 

55 to 64 119 58 46 8 7 - - 

49% 39% 7% 6% - - 

65 to 75 90 34 33 11 11 - 1 

38% 37% 12% 12% - 1% 

Over 75 30 12 7 9 1 - 1 

40% 23% 30% 3% - 3% 

Prefer not to say 26 14 6 2 4 - - 

54% 23% 8% 15% - - 

Base size= see individual questions (caution low base size)  

Respondents with a physical impairment, sensory impairment, learning disability or 
long standing illness or health condition indicated that they were less likely to visit 
green spaces on a daily basis. Those respondents who indicated that they had a 
mental health condition reported that they visit green spaces more frequently on a 
daily basis (18% before, 36% now).  
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Table 3. Q1. Please tell us how often you visited or visit green spaces? Before the Covid-19 

emergency March 2020/ Disability categories).  

Counts 

Total 

Before the Covid-19 emergency (March 2020) 
Analysis % 

Respondents 

Daily 

A few 
times a 
week Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 

Base 492 166 174 92 53 7 - 

34% 35% 19% 11% 1% - 

No 409 134 146 79 46 4 - 

33% 36% 19% 11% 1% - 

Prefer not to say 22 7 10 3 2 - - 

32% 45% 14% 9% - - 

Yes - Physical 
impairment 

34 15 9 4 4 2 - 

44% 26% 12% 12% 6% - 

Yes - Sensory 
impairment 

4 3 1 - - - - 

75% 25% - - - - 

Yes - Mental health 
condition 

11 2 5 1 1 2 - 

18% 45% 9% 9% 18% - 

Yes - Learning 
disability/ difficulty or 
cognitive impairment 

1 1 - - - - - 

100% - - - - - 

Yes - Long standing 
illness or health 

condition 

26 12 8 4 1 1 - 

46% 31% 15% 4% 4% - 

Yes - Other (please 
state below) 

5 1 3 1 - - - 

20% 60% 20% - - - 

Base size= see individual questions (caution low base size)  
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Table 4. Q1. Please tell us how often you visited or visit green spaces? Now at the current time 

autumn 2020/ Disability categories).  

Counts 

Total 

Now. At the current time (Autumn 2020) 
Analysis % 

Respondents 

Daily 

A few 
times a 
week Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 

Base 484 223 161 63 33 - 4 

46% 33% 13% 7% - 1% 

No 403 188 139 50 24 - 2 

47% 34% 12% 6% - 0% 

Prefer not to say 21 10 7 3 1 - - 

48% 33% 14% 5% - - 

Yes - Physical 
impairment 

34 11 10 5 6 - 2 

32% 29% 15% 18% - 6% 

Yes - Sensory 
impairment 

4 2 2 - - - - 

50% 50% - - - - 

Yes - Mental health 
condition 

11 4 3 1 1 - 2 

36% 27% 9% 9% - 18% 

Yes - Learning 
disability/ difficulty or 
cognitive impairment 

1 1 - - - - - 

100% - - - - - 

Yes - Long standing 
illness or health 

condition 

25 10 8 3 3 - 1 

40% 32% 12% 12% - 4% 

Yes - Other (please 
state below) 

5 2 1 1 1 - - 

40% 20% 20% 20% - - 

Base size = see individual questions (caution low base size)  

Respondents who have shared or communal outdoor space were also more likely to 
use green spaces on a daily basis now than before the Covid emergency (19% 
before, 53% now).   

Table 5. Q1. Please tell us how often you visited or visit green spaces? Before the Covid-19 

emergency March 2020/ Access to open space).  

Counts 

Total 

Before the Covid-19 emergency (March 2020) 
Analysis % 

Respondents 

Daily 

A few 
times a 
week Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 

Base 494 168 174 91 54 7 - 

34% 35% 18% 11% 1% - 

Front garden / yard 49 19 14 7 6 3 - 

39% 29% 14% 12% 6% - 

Back garden / yard 417 142 152 75 44 4 - 

34% 36% 18% 11% 1% - 

Balcony 2 1 1 - - - - 

50% 50% - - - - 

Roof garden / terrace - - - - - - - 
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- - - - - - 

Shared or communal 
outdoor space 

16 3 5 6 2 - - 

19% 31% 38% 13% - - 

None 10 3 2 3 2 - - 

30% 20% 30% 20% - - 

Base size= see individual questions (caution low base size)  

Table 6. Q1. Please tell us how often you visited or visit green spaces? Now at the current time 

autumn 2020/ Access to open spaces).  

Counts 

Total 

Now. At the current time (Autumn 2020) 
Analysis % 

Respondents 

Daily 

A few 
times a 
week Weekly Monthly Yearly Never 

Base 486 224 162 63 33 - 4 

46% 33% 13% 7% - 1% 

Front garden / yard 47 19 17 7 2 - 2 

40% 36% 15% 4% - 4% 

Back garden / yard 413 194 138 51 28 - 2 

47% 33% 12% 7% - 0% 

Balcony 2 1 1 - - - - 

50% 50% - - - - 

Roof garden / terrace - - - - - - - 

- - - - - - 

Shared or communal 
outdoor space 

15 8 4 2 1 - - 

53% 27% 13% 7% - - 

None 9 2 2 3 2 - - 

22% 22% 33% 22% - - 

Base size= see individual questions (caution low base size)  

Q2.If your frequency of use of green spaces has changed, please tell us the 
main reason for that change 

The top three responses to this question were that they feel they now have more 
time for getting outdoors due to either working from home, working less or being 
furloughed (54 comments) .That they were making an effort to get more exercise to 
improve their overall health (44 comments) and that they appreciate open spaces 
and nature more now than they did before (33 comments). 

Other comments that were made in response to this question include that they had 
no other choice due to lockdown restrictions than to use green spaces for leisure (26 
comments). 20 further comments were made that their usual social activities had 
been restricted or stopped altogether. There were 15 comments made that they use 
open space to socially distance away from other people. 15 comments were made 
that they are using open spaces less now because they are shielding or clinically 
vulnerable.  

12 comments were made that they needed to get out of their house during lockdown 
restrictions. There was 12 comments made that they already frequently used open 
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spaces in their leisure time. 9 comments were made that they are a community or 
conservation volunteer. 8 comments were made that they have used less due to 
either wet or very hot weather conditions. 5 comments were made that they have 
started up a new hobby of running or cycling outdoors.  

Table 7. Q2. If your frequency of use of green spaces has changed, please tell us the main 
reason for that change 

Theme  Number of 
comments  

Now have more time for getting outdoors due to working 
from home/furlough/ less working hours 

54 

To get more exercise/ be more healthy 44 
I appreciate open spaces/ nature more now 33 
Need to use local open space due to lockdown 
restrictions 

26 

Usual social activities have been cancelled 20 
Looking for space and distance away from people 15 
Have used less due to shielding/being vulnerable 15 
Needed to get out of the house during lockdown 12 
Already frequently used open spaces  12 
A community/conservation volunteer 9 
Have used less due to bad weather 8 
Started new hobby- running/cycling 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘With social spaces closed, I had the opportunity to find local places for 

walks’. 

‘Working from home enables this more as well as other activities being 

unavailable due to covid which forced a change of behaviour and 

established new habits’. 

‘Preferring to go out for walks more (easier to stay socially distanced) than 

go out to an alternative attraction on the weekend’. 

 

‘I've stopped participating in town-based activities, and the natural world is 

now my main interest.’ 

‘During lockdown we were only allowed out once a day - we really made the 
most of this and realised what we had been missing. Also discovered lots of 
new places to walk. Can't get out as often now that business is back to some 
sort of new normality.’ 
 
‘Appreciating our environment more, slowing down and exercising       more 
Since Covid ‘                                                                                                               
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‘I am disabled with very limited mobility. This only happened to me five years 
ago. Before that I was got and well and could access the outside. Now I 
cannot, I need to get somewhere in a car and then can’t walk or get out into 
the outside space. Since Covid 19 I am CEV and thus shielding. I try to get out 
but everywhere is full of people, and then accessing the areas means you have 
to walk away and I can’t walk. So no ability to get out.’ 
 
‘Due to working harder in the education sector and my disability not coping 
with it, I am unable to get out to the green spaces as often’. 
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Q3. What are your five main reasons for visiting green spaces before March 
2020 and now (Autumn 2020?) 

The top five reasons listed for visiting green spaces were to enjoy natural scenery 
and wildlife (92% before, 89% now), to exercise (84% before, 90% now) and to relax 
and enjoy peace and quiet in nature (91% before, 88% now)  

Table 8. Q3. What are your five main reasons for visiting green spaces before March 2020 and 
now (Autumn 2020?) 

Counts 

Total 

  
Analysis % 

Respondents 
Before 
March 
2020 

Now 
(Autumn 

2020) 

To enjoy natural scenery and 
wildlife 

463 425 410 

92% 89% 

To exercise 

427 358 385 

84% 90% 

To relax and enjoy peace & quiet 
in nature 

423 383 372 

91% 88% 

To spend time with family/friends 

309 249 255 

81% 83% 

To walk, wheel or cycle to 
somewhere else 

254 216 217 

85% 85% 

To exercise my dog 

160 142 139 

89% 87% 

To visit the children's play area 

133 120 91 

90% 68% 

To visit the cafe 

112 99 68 

88% 61% 

To attend an organised event 

99 90 28 

91% 28% 

For a picnic / barbecue 

76 58 49 

76% 64% 

To take a shortcut 

69 64 47 

93% 68% 

To visit an allotment 

57 45 49 

79% 86% 

To play sport 

47 42 29 

89% 62% 

For bowling 

2 1 1 

50% 50% 

Base size= see individual questions 

 



16 
 

Q4. How much or less do you value green spaces now, compared to before 
March 2020? 

Overall, the largest number of respondents (over half 52%) indicated that they value 
green spaces much more now than compared to before March 2020. A quarter of 
respondents (25%) indicated that they value green spaces about the same and 22% 
indicated that they value green spaces a little more than before March 2020. 

Graph 3. Q4. How much or less do you value green spaces now, compared to before March 
2020?

 

Base = 508 

Respondents in the younger age categories (16-24, 25-34) were more likely to value 
green space much more now than before March 2020 (100%, 63%)  

Table 9. Q4. How much or less do you value green spaces now, compared to before March 
2020? /Age categories 

Counts 

Total 

How much more or less do you value green spaces now, comp... 
Analysis % 

Respondents Much 
more 

A little 
more 

About the 
same 

A little 
less Much less 

Don't 
know / 

Not sure 
Base 501 260 112 124 - 4 1 

52% 22% 25% - 1% 0% 

16 to 24 6 6 - - - - - 

100% - - - - - 

25 to 34 40 25 8 7 - - - 

63% 20% 18% - - - 

35 to 44 90 49 24 17 - - - 

54% 27% 19% - - - 

45 to 54 91 47 25 19 - - - 

52% 27% 21% - - - 

55 to 64 120 66 24 28 - 1 1 

55% 20% 23% - 1% 1% 

65 to 75 96 42 20 34 - - - 
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44% 21% 35% - - - 

Over 75 30 14 5 9 - 2 - 

47% 17% 30% - 7% - 

Prefer not to say 28 11 6 10 - 1 - 

39% 21% 36% - 4% - 

Base size= see individual questions 

Respondents who have access to balconies and shared or communal space were 
also more likely to indicate they value green space much more now than before 
(69%) 

Table 10. Q4. How much or less do you value green spaces now, compared to before March 
2020? /Access to open spaces 

Counts 

Total 

How much more or less do you value green spaces now, comp... 
Analysis % 

Respondents Much 
more 

A little 
more 

About the 
same 

A little 
less Much less 

Don't 
know / 

Not sure 
Base 498 259 110 124 - 4 1 

52% 22% 25% - 1% 0% 

Front garden / yard 50 23 11 15 - - 1 

46% 22% 30% - - 2% 

Back garden / yard 420 217 94 105 - 4 - 

52% 22% 25% - 1% - 

Balcony 2 2 - - - - - 

100% - - - - - 

Roof garden / terrace - - - - - - - 

- - - - - - 

Shared or communal outdoor space 16 11 4 1 - - - 

69% 25% 6% - - - 

None 10 6 1 3 - - - 

60% 10% 30% - - - 

Base size= see individual questions (caution low base size)  

Q5. If you value green spaces more now than before March 2020, what is the 
main reason? 

The top three most frequently mentioned reasons were that green spaces offer a 
calming and relaxing environment and is beneficial to their mental health (112 
comments). That accessing green spaces is beneficial for physical health and 
exercise (51 comments) and they are happy to enjoy local areas more now and 
enjoy exploring their local area (42 comments).  

Other comments that were made include 38 comments that they value green space 
as they have more space to safely socially distance from other people. 35 comments 
were made that these were the lockdown rules so they followed them. 27 comments 
were made that they value green space more now because they have more free time 
due to working from home, working less or being furloughed. 20 comments were 



18 
 

made that value green space because they are aware it is disappearing and being 
built on and will not be there forever.  

19 comments were made that they want to help or get involved with nature and the 
environment. 18 comments were made that they now do less other activities and 
have more spare time to visit green spaces. 17 comments were made that they 
enjoy spending time outdoors with friends and family to socialise. 17 comments were 
made that they have always valued green spaces and 6 comments were made that 
green space is essential to them as they have no garden. 

Table 11. Q5. If you value green spaces more now than before March 2020, what is the main 
reason? 

Theme  Number of 
comments  

Calming and relaxing/ beneficial to mental health 112 
Beneficial for physical health/exercise 51 
Happy to enjoy local areas more/ explore more local places 42 
Having more open space to safely socially distance from 
other people 

38 

Covid-19 lockdown rules 35 
More free time/ working from home/furloughed 27 
Green spaces are disappearing/ being developed 20 
Wanting to help or get involved with nature and the 
environment 

19 

Do less activities/ have more spare time on my hands 18 
Enjoy spending time outdoors with family and friends 17 
Have always appreciated green spaces 17 
Don’t have access to a garden 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Better appreciation of how enjoying open spaces in all their guises helps 
with wellness.’ 
 
‘Having space around you and feeling safe as no one is too close. Nature is 
very healing and relaxing.’ 
 
‘I'm walking mainly for exercise, but if the walk includes a green space I 
often find it has a calming effect, reducing stress and making it easier to 
face the rest of the day.’ 
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Q6. If you value green spaces less now than before March 2020, what is the 
main reason? 

Very few comments were left in response to this question. Of those responses 13 
indicated that this was not applicable. 6 comments were made that they have always 
valued green space and 2 comments were made that there are now too many 
people using green space which spoils it for them. 

Table 12. Q6. If you value green spaces less now than before March 2020, what is the main 
reason? 

Theme  Number of comments 
Not applicable  13 
Have always valued green spaces/ same value 6 
Too many people are now using green space 2 

 

Q7. Do you consider that you face any barriers to accessing or using green 
spaces? 

Overall, the largest number of respondents (nearly three quarters 72%) did not feel 
that they face any barriers to accessing or using green space, 28% felt that they did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘2020 has brought things into perspective and to recognise what is on 
our doorsteps rather than travelling farther afield on many times 
through the year.’ 
 
‘I didn’t realise the value of our local green spaces & how beautiful they 
are right on our doorstep.’ 
 

‘Feels safe to be outdoors. During lockdown it saved our sanity to have a 
local park to walk to and my 3 year old could scoot around. People 
would give each other a wide berth as they passed but also a smile or 
nod and that really helped with the isolation- to know everyone else was 
still out there, going through the same thing, and still friendly even if 
there weren't many opportunities to show it.’ 
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Table 13. Q7. Do you consider that you face any barriers to accessing or using green spaces? 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 502 

100% 

Yes 142 

28% 

No 360 

72% 

Base size= 502 

Respondents who indicated that they have a physical impairment were much more 
likely to feel that they face barriers accessing green spaces (69% indicated yes) All 
respondents who indicated that they have a sensory impairment indicated yes and 
62% of respondents who have a long standing illness or condition also indicated that 
they feel they face barriers in accessing green space.  

Table 14. . Q7. Do you consider that you face any barriers to accessing or using green spaces? 
/disability   

Counts 

Base 

Do you consider yourself to be disabled? (please tick all... 
Analysis % 

Respondents 

No 
Prefer not 

to say 

Yes - 
Physical 

impairment 

Yes - 
Sensory 

impairment 

Yes - 
Mental 
health 

condition 

Yes - 
Learning 
disability/ 
difficulty 

or 
cognitive 

impairment 

Yes - 
Long 

standing 
illness or 

health 
condition 

Yes - 
Other 

(please 
state 

below) 
Total 491 408 21 35 4 11 1 26 5 

Yes 140 94 10 24 4 6 - 16 2 

29% 23% 48% 69% 100% 55% - 62% 40% 

No 351 314 11 11 - 5 1 10 3 

71% 77% 52% 31% - 45% 100% 38% 60% 

Base size= see individual questions 

 

Q8. If yes, please tell us about these barriers and what may help remove them? 

The top three barriers to accessing or using green space were: Pavements and 
pathways not being maintained well enough to access green space and parks, too 
many houses being built, land development that takes away green space and too 
many people now using green spaces due to Covid- 19.  
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Table 15. Q8. If yes, please tell us about these barriers and what may help remove them?  

Theme  Number of 
comments 

Pavements and pathways not maintained to be able to 
access green space/parks 

35 

Too many houses being built. Land being developed means 
we are losing our green space 

23 

Too many people now using green spaces (due to Covid-19) 13 
Not enough green space for a large population 9 
Anti-social behaviour in parks 9 
Car parks are too far away from green spaces/insufficient 
parking available 

9 

Hostile landowners/farmers preventing the public from 
accessing public footpaths across their land 

9 

Dog mess and out of control dogs 9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘As long as the path ways and pavements are up to date with good secure flat 
surfaces I will use these areas. Places need to be checked constant to maintain a 
footfall from people with children and dogs and elderly and vulnerable people in 
each area.’ 
 
‘In some areas the footpaths and gates are in need of attention. Sometimes a lack 
of clarity about where to go.’ 
 
‘Badly maintained paths, mainly by being too muddy to pass through. Gates and 
paths through fields not wheel chair or buggy friendly.’ 
 
 
 

 
Too many people are now spoiling our country side, to busy, the countryside is 
been ruined by overcrowding and development!!’ 
 
‘We could do with more green spaces, for them to be looked after and to have 
more trees.’ 
 
‘Some of them are too far from home to walk there’ 
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3.2 Your priorities for green space  

Q9. Priorities 1-6  

The most frequently mentioned priority by respondents was to keep open spaces 
and parks clean of litter, fly tipping and dog mess (142 comments) The second most 
frequently mentioned priority was to preserve natural habitats and wildlife areas (130 
comments). The third frequently mentioned priority was to protect and maintain 
current green space to a higher standard (88 comments). The fourth highest priority 
rated by respondents was to prevent over building and land development (80 
comments). The fifth priority was to maintain and improve pavements and public 
footpaths (76 comments) and the sixth priority was to make access to green space 
and parks easier for all including young families, those with mobility issues, and dog 
walkers (53 comments). 

Table 16. Q9. Priorities 1-6 

Priority  Number of 
comments 

Prioritise keeping green spaces/parks clean of litter, fly tipping 
and dog mess 

142 

Preserve natural habitats and wildlife areas 130 
Protect and maintain current green space to a higher standard 88 
Prevent over building and land development/keep it green 80 
Maintain and improve pavements and public footpaths 76 
Make access to green space and parks easier for all, access for 
young families, mobility issues, car parking and dog walkers 

53 

 

Priority 1. Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

 

 

 

  

‘Spoils the environment for everyone. Severe fines and more disposal facilities’ 
 
‘As these may be used by people of all ages the spaces need to be kept clean and tidy.’ 
 
‘No-one likes walking past litter and every piece on the ground is liable to harm wildlife or 
pets sooner or later. Please add additional bins in high traffic areas so there's less litter 
dropped and meaning that people can easily pick rubbish up without potentially carrying it 
half a mile.’ 
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Priority 2. Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority 3. Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority 4. Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Trees raise the spirits, soften the landscape in urban areas, provide shade and reduce 
pollution. Hedges mitigate low level pollution. Local policies should promote retention of 
trees wherever possible - eg pruning rather than felling and replacement of trees removed 
for development according to a scale like Bristol's - plus policies on ongoing maintenance’ 
 
‘Essential for the future of the human species as we rely on the natural world for breathing, 
food production and all aspects of human life.’ 
 
‘I am concerned for loss of wildlife habitat, love seeing birds and wildflowers, and would like 
to see more care taken to provide for wildlife eg when taking land for building new estates.’ 
 

 
 

‘If we do not protect these natural spaces then there is no point in making any other plans 
for them and at the moment they are at risk more than ever, Make sure, as far as possible, 
that areas of green space including fields, woods, paths, rivers and trackways, are 
safeguarded for future use and not allowed to be built on or converted into uses that 
destroy or compromise their essential nature as natural green places/spaces.’ 
 
‘It helps clear the mind, keeps my muscles and joints mobile whilst enjoying nature. I love 
spending time with my grandchildren in open green spaces and taking about nature. 
Continued improvement of play areas is great.’ 
 
‘Lack of maintenance of many years has greatly reduced the area of common, which have 
been replace with bramble and scrub. Commons should remain common and not be 
allowed to deteriorate’ 

 

‘S Glos seem good at piling developments onto the Bristol fringe. Harry Stoke, Frenchay etc 
an example. Just because the green space isn’t accessible and private land just having open 
land around improves wellbeing and sense openness and natural surroundings’ 
 
‘With huge demands for housing, parking and homes for the elderly it is tempting to 
develop existing pockets of open space near town centres to save maintenance funding but 
this is extremely detrimental to the local community and wildlife. As towns gets bigger 
these green space pockets are vital.’ 
 
‘The green belt and green space are enjoyed by humans for their wellbeing. We are part of 
nature and have to help nature thrive. Once built on, it is hard to go back. Build on all the 
brown sites first, build near to places of work.’ 
 

 



24 
 

 

Priority 5. Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority 6. Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Think about pedestrian routes for travel like we think about car and public transport. Every 
new development should be connected to existing footpath networks. These should be 
safe (overlooked where possible), well-lit if suburban, and connect communities with other 
communities and local services. They need to be well signposted so people discover and 
think to use them’ 
 
‘Badly maintained stiles are dangerous and climbing them is stressful. Scratches, blocking 
way to stiles and gates without being snagged.’ 
 
‘Some footpaths need clearing and hedges cut back.’ 
 

 

‘Why should someone be penalised for using a wheelchair?’ 
 
‘Our Right of ways give us access to the countryside but can be hard to access if overgrown, 
not adequately signposted or obstructed.’ 
 
‘This is very important to me as due to pressures of work and domestic life. I need easy 
access to local areas of open space without time spent getting to them’ 
 
‘Enabling safer access to green spaces for the general public.’ 
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3.3 Involvement in community and volunteering groups 

Q15. Are you involved in any community green space or nature conservation 
volunteering groups? 

The majority of respondents (67%) indicated that they are not involved in any 
volunteering groups. 33% of respondents were involved.  

Table 17. Q15. Are you involved in any community green space or nature conservation 
volunteering groups? 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 508 

100% 

Yes 166 

33% 

No 342 

67% 

Base size= 508 

Q16. If yes, which green space or nature conservation groups are you involved 
with? 

The largest number of respondents (30 comments) indicated that they are involved 
with friends of their local park groups. The two most frequently mentioned were Page 
Park and Kingswood Park. 26 comments were made that they are involved with their 
local wildlife trust. 16 comments were made that they are involved with the 
Woodland Trust. 11 comments were made that they are involved with their local 
community garden group. 9 comments were made that they regularly organise or are 
involved with litter picking and 9 comments were made that they are an allotment 
owner or are involved with a local group.  

Table 18. Q16. If yes, which green space or nature conservation groups are you involved with? 

Group Number of 
comments  

Friends of Park (various areas) 30 
Wildlife Trusts (various areas)  26 
Woodland Trust  16 
Community Garden Group 11 
Litter picker 9 
Allotment owner/ group 9 
Friends of Siston Common 6 
Sustainable area groups (various areas) 4 
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Q17. If you are involved in any groups, do you have any comments about how 
the Council can improve support for green space volunteers and groups? 

The largest number of comments made by respondents (24) were that the council 
could provide better promotion of groups and what they do through communications 
such as social media, newsletters and emails. 18 comments were made that groups 
need greater funding or support to apply for grants. 

Other comments made in response to this question were 9 comments that the 
council could help by stopping selling off and developing green space. 8 comments 
were made that more training opportunities are needed for volunteers. 8 comments 
were also made that there needs to be a team or a key worker within the council to 
be a central point of contact for support.  

There were 6 comments made that organising events needs to be made easier with 
less restrictions from the council. 6 comments were made that the council does a 
good job of supporting groups currently. 5 comments were made that the council 
needs to provide more information and advice to groups from knowledgeable officers 
at the council. 4 comments were made that the council should provide a better waste 
disposal and streetcare service to the public in general.  

Table 19. Q17. If you are involved in any groups, do you have any comments about how the 
Council can improve support for green space volunteers and groups? 

Theme Number of 
comments  

Better promotion of groups/ communication  24 
Greater funding levels for groups 18 
Stop selling off/developing green space 9 
Provide training opportunities for groups 8 
Have a key worker/point of contact available at the Council 8 
Make events easier to organise 6 
Council are doing a good job of supporting groups 6 
Provide more information and advice 5 
Provide a proper waste and disposal service  4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Council can help by promoting all Green Spaces and encouraging people to volunteer and 

do their bit for their Community.’ 

‘I would like to see a more comprehensive program of teaching, instruction and information 

for Friends groups especially with funding opportunities. Friends groups can access a great 

deal of funding not available to the council, which can greatly help with improvements and 

maintenance of our parks and green spaces.’ 

‘Commit to maintaining existing spaces, and don't use any public green spaces for housing 

development. Encourage use of litter bins and dog litter bins.’ 
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Q18. If you are not involved in any groups, is this something that might 
interest you in the future? 

The majority of respondents (62%) were interested in getting involved with groups in 
the future. 38% indicated that this would not interest them.  

Table 20. Q18. If you are not involved in any groups, is this something that might interest you 
in the future? 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 356 

100% 

Yes 220 

62% 

No 136 

38% 

Base size= 356 

Q19. Do you have any suggestions about what may encourage you and other 
people to get involved in green space or nature conservation groups? 

The majority of comments made (109) were that good communication from the 
council via social media, newsletters and emails would inform and encourage them 
to get involved in green space and nature conservation groups.  

There were 18 comments made that they feel they do not have enough time or have 
too many other commitments to get involved. 17 comments were made that 
organising local events to publicise these groups would encourage them. 16 
comments were made that the local authority needs to give more financial support to 
groups.  

14 comments were made that litter picks could be organised. 14 comments were 
also made that groups or activities need to be made family friendly so that children 
could join in. 13 comments were made that young people and children in schools 
need to be involved. 11 comments were made that it is important to promote the 
benefit of getting involved with these groups to mental and physical health. 10 
comments were made that groups need to be made more sociable and fun. 9 
comments were made that they would feel more encouraged to join if commitments 
were more flexible. 
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Table 21.  Q19. Do you have any suggestions about what may encourage you and other people 
to get involved in green space or nature conservation groups? 

Theme  Number of 
comments  

Good communication via social media, email, newsletter 109 
Not enough time or too many other commitments  18 
Organise local events to publicise 17 
Local authority to give more financial support to groups 16 
Organise local litter picks 14 
Would need to be family friendly for children to take part 14 
Target young people and education in schools 13 
Promote the benefits to individuals  11 
Make it more sociable and fun 10 
 Make commitments more flexible (weekends/ short term 
commitments) 

9 

Organise specific campaigns to target projects 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘An online hub that is updated regularly and invites questions and contributions. Events 

that are advertised and invites local people. A variety of times in the week/weekend to 

allow full participation in events, working parties and on-line meetings, talks etc.’ 

‘Advertise so people are aware such groups exist and ensure they are held in places which 

are easily accessible’ 

‘Talks by the woodland trust & other such organisations at local schools, halls, festivals etc’ 

‘Positive engagement - people will volunteer if their efforts are recognised by others. 

Perhaps a Nature-hood Watch group - similar to the Neighbourhood Watch schemes could 

be encouraged. The PPE and waste handling / disposal being provided by local waste 

management business. Maybe the Council could consider a Green Benefit to these service 

providers to encourage their participation - reduction in business rate’ 
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Q20. Is there anything the Council can do to improve the information available 
about green spaces? 

The top three most frequently mentioned themes were that respondents would like 
the council to create a clear and easy to use website about green spaces (42 
comments). 42 comments were also made that sign posting and provision of 
community information boards in green spaces would be helpful. 41 comments were 
made that they would like a regular mail drop, newsletter or email to inform them 
about green spaces.  

Other comments made in response to this question were 33 comments that 
information could be made available via social media. 28 comments made that they 
would like the council to provide maps and/or digital download maps. 7 comments 
were made that local events could be organised to provide information. 5 comments 
were made that more information could be provided to schools and other educational 
establishments. 3 comments were made that better marketing is needed. 3 
comments were also made that information could be provided in libraries and leisure 
centres.  

Table 22. Q20. Is there anything the Council can do to improve the information available about 
green spaces? 

Theme  Number of 
comments  

Create a clear website 42 
Sign posts/ community information boards 42 
Mail drop/ newsletter/ email 41 
Social media 33 
Provide maps/digital download maps 28 
Organise events to advertise  7 
Educate/advertise in schools 5 
Marketing 3 
Promote at libraries/leisure centres 3 
Local TV adverts/radio 3 
Information on council tax bills 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I haven't been on South Glos website for this particular purpose for a while but it could 

increase its "advertising" of all green spaces available in the area to walk in’ 

‘Use social media including next door site. Encourage visitors to your website and 

information in a newsletter.’ 

‘Better signage, leaflets for we crusties, online info for the younger generations’ 
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Q22. Do you have any other comments or suggestions for the ‘Greener Places’ 

strategy? 

For this question the most frequently mentioned theme (32 comments) was the 
importance of preserving and protecting green spaces in South Gloucestershire. 32 
comments were also made that there is too much development currently on green 
space and that new housing developments need to provide green space for the 
people living there.  

There were 15 comments made that they would like to see more community groups 
and events for the public to be arranged by the council to get more people involved 
and raise awareness. There were 10 comments made that they felt the survey did 
not provide enough information about green spaces and the strategy. 9 comments 
were also made that they would like more information about green spaces to be 
provided by the council and to improve communications on this issue with the public.  

There were 9 comments made that the council needs to plant more greenery such 
as trees and wildflowers. 8 comments were made that they feel the council are doing 
a good job with managing the current green space. 6 comments were made that 
there is a need to improve the waste and recycling service. 

Table 23. Q22. Do you have any other comments or suggestions for the ‘Greener Places’ 

strategy? 

Theme  Number of 
comments  

Green space must be preserved and protected 32 
Housing developments need to provide green space/stop 
building new housing developments on green space 

32 

More community groups, events for the public should be 
organised by the council 

15 

Need more information about the green space strategy 10 
More information about green spaces needs to be provided 
by the council/improve communication 

9 

Plant more trees and flowers/ greenery 9 
Council are doing a great job of preserving green space 8 
Improve waste and recycling service 6 
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3.4 Other representations 

Letters and emails 

There was 1 email received in response to the pre-engagement survey 

Thornbury Town Council – Six Priorities Relating to the Management and 
Improvement of Green Spaces    
 

1. Biodiversity: Working to deliver biodiverse and environmentally rich 

open spaces, by encouraging a range of uses from play to 

conservation.  Clearly marking which areas will be kept for wildflowers, 

play etc. 

2. Managing open spaces: Ensure that open spaces are managed across the 

town, to ensure that appropriate space is available for a variety of uses: 

Playing areas, formal sports play; biodiverse spaces.  This should cover 

spaces owned by South Glos, Town Council and spaces managed by 

residents.  This is particularly relevant when considering the new estates 

and their open spaces.  Would it be possible to have an overarching 

group to look after these open spaces. 

3. Engaging with groups who want to use space for growing crops:  Groups 

who wish to use open spaces to grow their own crops should be 

encouraged.  Filnore Allotments are an example.  How will the 

‘allotments’ on the new estates be integrated and available for use.  Are 

they only allocated to residents in the new estates? 

4. Managing areas for both conservation and play Where appropriate 

create and or enhance facilities that already exist.  Each should be given 

equal weight when allocating and managing land.  There are a lot of open 

spaces set to grass.  This may suit dog walkers and those who want to 

kick a ball around!  Exercise equipment should be put in a few the open 

spaces. Very robust equipment can be installed and would be free to use 

throughout the year. 

5. Access for all abilities: Ensure that all areas can be accessed and enjoyed 

by all abilities.  All open spaces throughout the town should offer the 

same facilities.  This would cut down the need for people to travel and to 

park on the road.  We should not use land for developing car parks. 

6. Engaging with volunteer groups; Climate Action in Thornbury & 

Surrounding Area/Sustainable Thornbury, Thornbury in Bloom, Filnore 

Woods, Vilner Woods, Avon Wildlife Trust, Butterfly Conservation, RSPB, 

Woodland Trust, Bug Life; Thornbury community orchards and others 

that may have an interest in open spaces in the town. 

 

 

 

Thornbury 
Town 
Council 
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4.0 About the respondents  

Q23.  Are you responding as? 

 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 503 

100% 

A local resident 483 

96% 

A voluntary, 
community 

sector 
organisation 

29 

6% 

A parish or 
town council 

10 

2% 

Other 9 

2% 

 

Q24.  Gender 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 497 

100% 

Female 312 

63% 

Male 164 

33% 

Other - 

- 

Prefer not to say 21 

4% 
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Q25. Age 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 501 

100% 

16 to 24 6 

1% 

25 to 34 40 

8% 

35 to 44 90 

18% 

45 to 54 91 

18% 

55 to 64 120 

24% 

65 to 75 96 

19% 

Over 75 30 

6% 

Prefer not to say 28 

6% 

 

Q26. Disability 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 496 

100% 

No 412 

83% 

Prefer not to say 22 

4% 

Yes - Physical impairment 35 

7% 

Yes - Sensory impairment 4 

1% 

Yes - Mental health condition 11 

2% 

Yes - Learning disability/ 
difficulty or cognitive 

impairment 

1 

0% 

Yes - Long standing illness or 
health condition 

26 

5% 
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Yes - Other (please state 
below) 

5 

1% 

 

Q27. Ethnicity 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 495 

100% 

Asian/Asian British - Indian 1 

0% 

Asian/Asian British - Other 1 

0% 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black 
British - Caribbean 

2 

0% 

Mixed/multiple ethnic group - Other 1 

0% 

Mixed/multiple ethnic group - White 
& Black African 

2 

0% 

White - English / Welsh / Scottish / 
Northern Irish / British 

419 

85% 

White - Other 18 

4% 

White Irish 4 

1% 

Other 3 

1% 

Prefer not to say 44 

9% 

 

Q28. Sexual orientation 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 487 

100% 

Bisexual 8 

2% 

Gay man 3 

1% 

Gay woman/ lesbian - 

- 

Heterosexual 385 
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79% 

Other 4 

1% 

Prefer not to say 87 

18% 

 

Q29. Do you identify as transgender? 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 477 

100% 

Yes - 

- 

No 416 

87% 

Prefer not to say 61 

13% 

 

Q30. Religion 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 491 

100% 

Buddhist 3 

1% 

Christian 189 

38% 

Any other religion (please 
state below) 

8 

2% 

No religion 212 

43% 

Prefer not to say 79 

16% 
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Q31. What types of private outdoor space do you have access to? 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 498 

100% 

Front garden / 
yard 

50 

10% 

Back garden / yard 420 

84% 

Balcony 2 

0% 

Roof garden / 
terrace 

- 

- 

Shared or 
communal outdoor 

space 

16 

3% 

None 10 

2% 
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5.0 Appendix: A copy of the survey 

 

 

Greener Places 

South Gloucestershire Council is preparing a new strategy called 
‘Greener Places’, and we would love to hear your views and comments 
to help shape it. 

Enjoying local green spaces is something that many of us value. During 
the  
Covid-19 emergency the role of these vital spaces within our 
communities for health and wellbeing has been highlighted. We know 
that using these spaces is not easy for everyone, and we want to learn 
more about how we can create, manage and improve green spaces so 
that we can all access and enjoy them. 

We can all play a part in responding to the challenges of climate change 
and the nature crisis for the benefit of both people and wildlife. We want 
to work together with everyone who lives, works in and visits South 
Gloucestershire to bring together a shared vision and priorities for 
greener places across the area.   

A public consultation on the draft ‘Greener Places’ strategy will take 
place in 2021, and your comments now will feed into preparation of this 
draft. 

If you would prefer to discuss your suggestions for the ‘Greener 
Places’ strategy please contact 
CommunitySpaces@southglos.gov.uk or call 01454 868289 / 
0771 8575815. 

Please complete this survey by Monday 30th November 2020.  
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Your use of green spaces 

By green spaces we mean any parks, public rights of way, woodlands, 
commons, allotments and other public open spaces which can be used 
for recreation and provide habitat for wildlife.  

As use of green spaces may have changed for you since the Covid 19 
emergency, for many questions in this survey we have asked for 
comments about your use of green spaces before the Covid 19 
emergency (March 2020) and now.  

Q1 We would like to know how often you use green spaces. Please tell us about how 
often you visited or visit green spaces: 

A few times a  
 Daily week Weekly Monthly Yearly N
ever 

Before the Covid-19 

emergency (March  

Q2 If your frequency of use of green spaces has changed, please tell us the main 
reason for that change: 

 

Q3 What are your FIVE main reasons for visiting green spaces before March 2020 
and now (Autumn 2020)? 

2020 ) 

Now .   At the current  
time  ( Autumn  2020 ) 
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Q4 How much more or less do you value green spaces now, compared to before March 
2020? 

Much more Go to Q5 

A little more Go to Q5 

About the same 

A little less Go to Q6 

Much less Go to Q6 

Don't know / Not sure 

Q5 If you value green spaces more compared to before March 2020, what is the main 
reason? 

 

Q6 If you value green spaces less compared to before March 2020, what is the main 
reason? 

 

Q7 Do you consider that you face any barriers to accessing or using green spaces? 

Yes Go to Q8 

No Go to Q9 

To enjoy natural scenery and wildlife 

Before March  2020 Now  ( Autumn  2020 ) 

To relax and enjoy peace  &  quiet in nature 

To exercise 

To visit the children ' s play area 

To play sport 

For bowling 

To visit the cafe 

For a picnic  /  barbecue 

To spend time with family / friends 

To attend an organised event 

To walk ,  wheel or cycle to somewhere else 

To exercise my dog 

To take a shortcut 

To visit an allotment 
Other ,  please specify : 
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Q8 If yes, please tell us about these barriers and what may help remove them: 

 

Your priorities for green spaces 

We would like to know about the top priorities and action that you would 
most like to see for the management and improvement of our green 
spaces. 

Please list up to six priorities, and tell us why they are important for you 
and what action you would like to see. 

Priorities could include things like:  
Access improvements and facilities, action on litter and antisocial 
behaviour, trees, climate change adaptation, making improvements for 
nature, activities and events, support for community groups, conserving 
historic features, information and communication.  
However, these are just examples and you may have other 

priorities. Q9 Priority 1 

 
Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 
Q10 Priority 2 

 
Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

Q11 Priority 3 

 
Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 
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Q12 Priority 4 

 
Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

Q13 Priority 5 

 
Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

Q14 Priority 6 

 
Why is this important to you and what action would you like to see? 

 

Involvement in community and volunteering groups 

Q15 Are you involved in any community green space or nature conservation volunteering 
groups? 

Yes Go to Q16 

No Go to Q18 

Q16 If yes, which green space or nature conservation groups are you involved with? 

 

Q17 If you are involved in any groups, do you have any comments about how the 
council can improve support for green space volunteers and groups? 
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Q18 If you are not involved in any groups, is this something that might interest you in the 
future? 

Yes 

No 

Q19 Do you have any suggestions about what may encourage you and other people to 
get involved in green space or nature conservation groups? 

 

Q20 Is there anything the council can do to improve the information available about green 
spaces? 

 

Q21 Would you like to be added to our monthly Community Spaces e-newsletter 
mailing list for news and updates? 

 

Q22 Do you have any other comments or suggestions for the 'Greener Places' strategy? 

 

 

About you 
 

This section is really important, as it is a requirement for the council to 
fulfil its Public Sector Equality Duty by understanding more about the 
people who use council services. Any responses to these questions will 

Yes 

No 

If yes ,  please provide your email address below .  You can unsubscribe from this list at any time : 
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remain confidential, individuals will not be identified and personal details 
will not be published.  

Q23 Are you responding as? 

 

Q24 Please tell us your full postcode i.e. BS* *** 

 

Q25 Are you? 
Female 

Male 

Other 

Prefer not to say 

Q26 How old are you? 

16 to 24 

25 to 34 

35 to 44 

45 to 54 

55 to 64 

65 to 75 

Over 75 

Prefer not to say 

Q27 Do you consider yourself to be disabled? (please tick all that apply) 

No 

Prefer not to say 

Yes - Physical impairment 

Yes - Sensory impairment  

Yes - Mental health condition 

Yes - Learning disability/ difficulty or cognitive impairment 

Yes - Long standing illness or health condition 

Yes - Other (please state below) 

Q28 Please tell us your ethnic origin 

A local resident 

A voluntary ,  community sector organisation 

A parish or town council 

Other 

If  ' other '  please specify or if you are responding on behalf of an organisation ,  please tell us its name . 
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Q29 Sexual Orientation: 

Bisexual 

Gay man 

Gay woman/ lesbian 

Heterosexual 

Other 

Prefer not to say 

Q30 Do you identify as transgender? 

Yes 

No 

Prefer not to say 

Q31 Religion/ belief 

Arab 

Asian / Asian British    - Bangladeshi 

Asian / Asian British  -   Chinese 

Asian / Asian British  -   Indian 

Asian / Asian British  -   Other 

Asian / Asian British  -   Pakistani 

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British  -   African 

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British  -   Caribbean 

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British  -   Other 

Gypsy or Traveller  

Mixed / multiple ethnic group  -   Other 

Mixed / multiple ethnic group  -   White  &  Asian 

Mixed / multiple ethnic group  -   White  &  Black African 

Mixed / multiple ethnic group  -   White  &  Black Caribbean 

White  -   English  /  Welsh  /  Scottish  /  Northern Irish  /  British 

White  -   Other 

White Irish 

Other 

Prefer not to say 

If other ,  please specify 
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Buddhist 

Christian 

Hindu 

Jewish 

Muslim 

Sikh 

Any other religion (please state below) 

No religion 

Prefer not to say 

Q32 What types of private outdoor space do you have access to? 

 

Thank you for taking the time to tell us your views.  

Please return your completed survey by Monday 30th 
November 2020 by posting it to: Freepost Plus RTXL-YHGY-
GSYS, South Gloucestershire  

Council, Corporate Research & Consultation Team, Council 
offices, Badminton Road, Yate, BRISTOL, BS37 5AF 

Information provided will be treated confidentially and in 
accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and General 
Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018. Our privacy notice, 
which explains how we will process your personal information, 
how long we will retain it and your rights as a data subject, is 
available here 

  

Front garden  /  yard 

Back garden  /  yard 

Balcony 

Roof garden  /  terrace 

Shared or communal outdoor space 

None 

Other ,  please specify : 
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SURVEY



 

Connecting 

Kingswood 

 
Analysis of Community 

Survey  

 

 
December 2020 

 

  



 

Introduction 
Background 

The Connecting Kingswood partnership is a multi-agency group of local businesses, Councillors, 

charities and South Gloucestershire Council that are working on behalf of the Kingswood community 

to contribute to the planning and delivery of services in the local area. It comprises a committed 

group of people working and/or living locally. The key priorities for the partnership have sub-groups 

focussing and these focus on: Children and Young People, Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour, 

Employment and Skills and Health and Wellbeing  

Partners of Connecting Kingswood include: Southern Brooks, Kingsmeadow @ Made for Ever, 

Creative Youth Network, Kinergy, Bourne Family Project, DHI, Avon and Somerset Police, local 

Councillors, local businesses and is chaired by Paul Cunningham from local business, Leidos.      

Linking-in to South Gloucestershire Council’s Community Engagement Forum and ensuring local 

residents voices are heard and that they are fundamental to the planning and development for the 

area, with the opportunity of investment form West of England Combined Authority and UK 

Government through significant regeneration programmes.   

Purpose 

The purpose of this large-scale community engagement exercise in 2020 was to hear the voices of 

local people and enable them to express their views on issues affecting their lives in Kingswood.  The 

engagement has involved an online and paper-based survey, plus conversations with groups, 

businesses and individuals, and it was promoted widely throughout the summer of 2020, gathering 

460 responses overall.  The majority of those who responded did so online, but a number gave their 

views on the paper survey, which was distributed at the leisure centre, library, and local community 

venues to give people the best possible opportunity to respond. 

Those who responded to the survey were asked a number of demographic questions, including their 

age and gender.  Other questions around ethnicity, faith and sexuality were also asked for 

monitoring and qualities purposes.  Whilst not everyone chose to answer these questions, the 

information provided by those that did is below. 

 



 

Groups aged 25 and over all responded well to the survey with no ages under or over-represented 

with the exception of young people, who proved difficult to engage during the pandemic.   

   

 

 

Women made up 73% of the respondents that chose to answer this question  
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Living In Kingswood 

 

How satisfied are you living in Kingswood? 
 

 

83% indicated they are satisfied with living in Kingswood. Those who stated that they are either 

unsatisfied or very unsatisfied tended to be from the older age brackets, but other than that they do 

not stand out as being from particular demographic groups or have similar social characteristics. 

Do you feel part of the community in Kingswood? 

 

Over one third said that they do not feel part of the community of Kingswood and, more than half 

sometimes don’t. Of those who stated that they do not feel part of the community, 32% also 

commented in later survey questions that they would like more social contact and frequently feel 

isolated.  Many of those that do not feel connected to the community were also interested in 

opportunities for volunteering, helping with the Kingswood Community Plan and activities for the 

over 50s (question asked later-on in the survey) indicating a willingness to take action to resolve 

issues such as isolation and disconnectedness.  Many of these individuals provided their contact 

details to enable them to receive information on opportunities. 

Of course, this may have been enhanced during the pandemic, when isolation was often advised 

and/or required. This may particularly affect people answering ‘sometimes’.  

Very 
Satisfied (49 

people)

Satisfied 
(212 people)

Neither 
satisfied or 
unsatisfied 
(99 people)

Unsatisfied 
(67 people)

Very 
Unsatisfied 
(6 people)

Yes always (41 
people)

Yes, 
sometimes 

(235 people)

No (164)



What do you like or dislike about living in Kingswood? 
358 people chose to answer this question, providing their views about living in Kingswood.  The key 

“likes” expressed were: 

• Close to countryside 

• Friendly people and sense of 

community spirit 

• Good sports facilities  

• Range of shopping facilities  

• Community groups and activities 

• Parks and open spaces, especially 

Kingswood Park 

• Good connections including bus and 

cycle routes

 

 

The “dislikes” were: 

• Anti-social behaviour 

• Litter, graffiti 

• Crime and community safety worries 

• Loss of community spirit 

• Empty shops 

• Lack of care and investment in the 

buildings and streets, including street 

care 

• Not enough choice of shops and 

variety on the High Street 

• Volume of traffic, parking, congestion, 

speeding, abandoned vehicles and 

inconsiderate driving 

• Linden Hotel 

 

 

Some of the issues raised were liked by some and 

disliked by others.  Many people commented 

that there are a lot of charity shops in the town 

centre, which some felt was positive and others 

disliked.  Similarly, there was a difference of 

opinion on the sense of community felt in 

Kingswood, with some noting it as a place where 

they feel connected and at home, and others 

expressing the idea that the sense of cohesion 

has been lost, some calling for more events such 

as fairs, carnivals and parades to help to unite 

people.  

  

“Shopping area could be better. 

On the plus side I work in a 

Foodbank and experience how 

generous and supportive the 

community is.” 

 

  I like the fact I can see the 

green hills from my house. 

We are part of the city, but 

close to the countryside. 



“Likes” and “dislikes” in a word cloud.  The larger the word, the more frequently it was mentioned by 

participants. 

 

 

 

  



What are the most important issues affecting Kingswood today? 

 

As shown in the chart, the most significant issue for people in Kingswood was crime and community 

safety, with a total of 288 people choosing this as one of their three top issues, which is two thirds of 

all respondents.  The natural environment/green spaces and the local economy were seen as almost 

equally as important, with 213 and 216 people respectively choosing these within their “top three”, 

which is over half of all respondents. The most frequently raised “other” issue that people saw was 

the need for regeneration, investment and care in the High Street, echoing the issues expressed in 

the likes/dislikes question above. This also supports the work of South Gloucestershire Council in 

consulting and developing ideas for the regeneration of Kingswood.     
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What local activities do you already take part in? 

 

Some of those who answered this question commented that they did not take part in any local 

activities (28 people), and others remarked that they did these activities, but in Bristol or other parts 

of South Gloucestershire.  Some people noted that they usually participate in activities but that this 

year, due to the COVID-19 crisis, they have not been able to take part. 

Other activities that people took part-in within Kingswood included church activities, specific sports 

clubs, history club, activities associated with Whitfield Tabernacle and also the library.  Some people 

specified their voluntary activities, for example being trustees of local charities, volunteering in 

Friends groups, school governors, community centre or with the local business association.  Informal 

recreation, such as using the parks for walking or running, and the skate park were also mentioned 

by some people as activities they enjoy. This shows how important leisure, sport and outdoor 

activities are to people and also very encouragingly, that volunteering is already part of many 

people’s lives.   
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How would you rate the following in Kingswood? 

 

Those who added comments in support of their answers remarked that the promotion of 

opportunities and activities could be better, so that people know about them also, that those 

working during the day are not able to participate in daytime groups and activities.  Some people 

remarked on the need for greater investment to make Kingswood a more inviting place to spend 

social time and this is shown in the data where places to socialise or relax receives a mostly ‘poor’ or 

‘average’ rating. Activities also received less good ratings, again supporting plans to regenerate 

space to encourage socialising and activities to take place.   

 

  

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%

Excellent Good Average Poor Don't know



What new local activities for adults would you like to see? 
225 people chose to provide answers to this question on their preferences for new adult activities in 

Kingswood.  Their responses have all been read and collected under theme headings, below. 

Sports 

• Cycling  

• Outdoor gym/exercise equipment in 

parks 

• Outdoor boxing 

• Table Tennis  

• Rounders 

• Cricket 

• Social walking group/rambling 

• Female football team 

• Park Run 

• Pilates 

• Zumba 

• Go karting 

• Bowling 

  

Relaxation 

• Yoga  

• Tai Chi 

• Mindfulness 

 

Food/Drink 

• Bars 

• Coffee shops 

• Late evening venues

Education 

• Cookery classes 

• Arts and craft lessons 

• Local history 

• British Sign Language 

• Self-defence classes  

• U3A 

Support 

• Post-natal depression support groups 

• Deaf/hard of hearing support group 

• Activities to tackle loneliness 

• Friendship club 

 

Volunteering 

• Opportunities to encourage 

intergenerational interaction 

 

Arts/Music/culture 

• Performing arts 

• Choirs 

• Cinema 

• Pottery 

• Sculpture 

• Painting 

• Dancing 

• Drama 

• Theatre groups 

• Comedy club 

• Ballroom dancing 

• Adult ballet 

• Book group 

• Art gallery 

• Photography 

 

 



 

Ideas for new activities in Kingswood, presented as a word-cloud, underlining the emphasis 

respondents placed on social activities with other people, rather than individual activities and the 

comments show that cultural activities, socialising and outdoor activities are very much in people’s 

minds, but also included in the regeneration plans or Kingswood.     



Children and Young People 

Do you feel there are enough local groups and activities for young people? 
 

 

Which services for children and young people in Kingswood have you accessed in the last 

three years? 

 

249 people noted that this question was not applicable to them. 

Yes (32 people)

No (170 people)

Don't know (199 
people)

Youth club 
(19 people)

Pre-school club 
(45 people)

Sports group 
(39 people)

Swimming group 
(59 people)

Dance group 
(25 people)

Scouts /Guides 
/Brownies /Beavers 

/Rainbow (51 people)



What new local activities would you like to see for children and young people? 
181 people chose to answer this question, providing a wide range of ideas, the most often occurring 

being youth clubs. However, the ideas and suggestions are summarised below: 

• Sports 

• Football  

• Netball 

• Disability inclusive sports groups 

• Fencing 

• Athletics 

• Gymnastics 

• Skate park improvements 

• DJing 

• Dancing 

• Roller skating 

• Better play equipment in parks and 

teen shelters for young people to sit 

out 

• Drama 

• Soft play 

• Activities for parents and babies 

• Youth Clubs 

• Education/skills in money 

management, creating CVs, 

understanding citizenship 

• Environmental action (tree planting, 

recycling, litter picking, pond dipping 

learning about the natural world) 

• Arts, painting and drawing, sewing 

• Creative media 

• Technology/IT 

 

  



Employment and Skills 

Which of the following best describes what you’re doing at present? 

 

Some people commented that they were self-employed (8 people), furloughed (3 people) or a carer 

(3 people).  It is useful to see this information alongside the broader data for Kingswood, where 

unemployment increased between January 2020 and May 2020 by 6.8%, the highest increase of any 

area of South Gloucestershire (SGC Claimant Count Report, June 2020).  At May 2020, there were 

425 people in Kingswood who were claiming unemployment benefits, the second highest Ward in 

South Gloucestershire after Staple Hill and Mangotsfield (480 claimants).  The rate of increase in 

older claimants, over 50 has been faster in South Gloucestershire than in other parts of the country, 

though the overall rate remains lower than the national picture.  Younger claimants’ (age 16-24) rate 

has also increased faster than the national average, which is also an issue of concern. 7,260 residents 

were claiming unemployment related benefits across South Gloucestershire, which represents 4.1% 

of the working age population. This is a 39% increase on last month’s figure and a 240% increase on 

the number recorded at the same point last year. 
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How would you rate local jobs and training opportunities? 
 

 

Of those who stated that they were unemployed (24 people), local jobs and training opportunities 

were rated as “poor” by 13, and “average” by 5. Another five people commented they did not know, 

and only one person rated jobs and training opportunities as “good”. 

If you’re looking for a job at the moment, what are your main barriers to finding work? 
 

 

25 people added comments in their own words on their barriers to work, including: 

• Competition for jobs/insufficient 

opportunities 

• Discrimination (age, nationality) 

• Lack of employer flexibility 

• Caring responsibilities 

• Disability 

• Lack of support 

• Poor information 

Excellent (4 
people) Good (31 people)

Average (121 
people)

Poor (91 people)

Don't know (146 
people)

Childcare (21 
people)

Lack of 
qualifications 

(14 people)

Lack of work 
experience (15 

people)

Health (20 
people)



What courses would you like to see in Kingswood? 

 

Work and qualifications are seen as important, but also learning for interest, health and wellbeing or 

practical skills is equally important to people. Other ideas provided included wider language courses 

(beyond English) and adult education in DIY, money management, public speaking, assertiveness, 

first aid and how to start a business.  More information on volunteering in the community was also 

suggested. 

Health and Wellbeing 

In general, how would you rate local health and wellbeing services? 
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How would you rate the following local health services? 

 

389 people chose to answer this question to give information about local health services. 

Counselling services, where ‘known’ are rated poorly. Dentists are also rated poor or average more 

than good or excellent but more alarmingly as ‘don’t know’ by 20% of responders.   Additional 

comments made by respondents were concerns around long waiting times to get appointments, 

especially for counselling and GP appointments.  However, some individuals took the time to praise 

their local practices and pharmacies. 

 

What do you think affects people’s physical and mental health most negatively? 

 

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00% 80.00%

Doctors surgeries

Dentists

Opticians

Counselling services

Don't know Poor Average Good Excellent



Money, substance abuse, then employment and crime are seen as the most negative influences on 

health. Some people added other comments and suggestions of issues that can be a negative impact 

in peoples’ lives, including loneliness, isolation, anti-social behaviour, mental health conditions, the 

stress of being a carer, relationships, poor education, work stresses and job insecurity. Social and 

economic factors are seen to have the biggest negative impacts on health. 

   

What do you think affects people’s physical and mental health most positively? 

 

 

Parks and open space are seen to have as positive an impact on health as health services. Again, 

social factors are important with community support and interests/hobbies near to 60%. Some other 

suggestions of positive contributors to peoples’ lives included having a secure and fulfilling job, 

having connection with other people, being self-motivated and having positive self-esteem. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Which of these, best describes your social life in Kingswood? 
 

 

 

Only half of the people responding said that they had as much social contact as they need. This is 

quite concerning but could be seriously affected by the current situation with Covid-19.   
 

Crime and Community Safety 

Which of the following are of most concern to you in Kingswood? 

 

Anti-social behaviour has three times and drug misuse generated twice the level of concern as other 

crime and safety issues.  

I have as much 
social contact as 

I need

I have some 
social contact, 

but would like to 
have more

I have little 
social contact 
and often feel 

isolated

I prefer not to 
say
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363 people chose to answer this question.  Additional comments 

were made around specific anti-social behaviours such as 

littering, vandalism and graffiti, as well as many community 

safety issues such as burglary and fear of assault and 

violent crime.  Speeding and anti-social motoring and 

parking were raised by some individuals who felt that not 

enough was done to deter this behaviour. 

 

In the past 2-3 years, would you say the level of crime in Kingswood has increased, stayed the 

same or decreased? 

 

How responsive do you feel the police are to the needs of the local community? 

 

Whether crime has increased as one third of responders think or stayed the same, as 60% 

believe and that 30% of people don’t know how effective the Police service is in responding 

to crime or indeed that over 27% think it is ‘not responsive’ can be said to be a challenge to 

communications for Avon and Somerset Police, as it is for service it provides.  
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  As a woman, 
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What do you think would help reduce crime in Kingswood? 

252 individuals chose to answer this question, which is a big response to a question that asks for 

ideas, the majority citing the need for a greater police presence to reduce crime and provide 

reassurance and a deterrent.  Concerns were expressed that there needed to be greater law 

enforcement alongside better education, support and opportunities to discourage people from 

turning to crime.   

This was especially raised in connection with investing in young people, to help avoid them turning 

to crime.  There was concern over drugs, and the need to deal with this situation, and support users.   

Practical solutions such as better lighting, traffic management which deters speeding and better 

training opportunities were also raised.  Clamping down on anti-social drinking behaviour was also 

felt to be a priority for making Kingswood feel safer.   

The Word Cloud above shows the issues raised by respondents, with the largest words being those 

most frequently mentioned in people’s comments. 

 

  

Kids and teenagers involved in local 

clubs and taught how to be more 

respectful to their local area and 

generally it’s quite a deprived area 

so that doesn’t help. Also if the area 

looked a bit nicer maybe people 

would be more proud and treat it 

better? 



Influencing Life in Kingswood 

Do you feel you have enough 

say on important local issues? 
 

375 people answered this 

question and 34 chose to provide 

extra comments.  There was a 

wide range of opinions expressed, 

with some people feeling well 

informed and engaged, but only 

7% think they often have a voice. 

Others feeling powerless, the 28% 

who think they are ‘never’ heard. 

Sometimes this is because of lack 

of access to technology, or 

because they feel their voice is not 

being listened-to despite getting involved. Again, this maybe affected by a pandemic in which 

instructions are given by authorities much more than is normally the case.  

It seems to be a vital issue that results of this survey are publicised and that people are thanked and 

told how their time and input will be put to good use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I feel I have good opportunities to 

contribute and my councillors are 

very local and vocal. Lots of surveys 

and feedback opportunities 

Whilst local consultation is 

offered, it is rarely heeded, 

and so we feel that it is a 

waste of time. 

Often Sometimes Never Don't know



Have you connected with any of these local networks or organisations in the last two years? 

 
 

Please tell us if you'd like information on the following: 

 

The numbers in the chart above are actual figures for the numbers of people expressing interest in 

the various options, rather than percentages.  Only Friends of Kingswood Park had over one third of 

people connected to them whereas other named groups/fora had much lower engagement. The 

survey does though indicate a high level of desire for engagement, civic action and volunteering, 

which is extremely positive with 43 people seeking more information on the Kingswood Community 

Engagement Forum, 77 people on volunteering and even 24 potentially seeking to become a local 

Councillor.  This is a very positive indication of the potential to develop groups and activities as well 

as to involve people in the regeneration of Kingswood. 
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Do you have internet access at home? 
93% (371 people) of those who responded stated that they have internet access at home, 4% (18 

people) stated they did not, and 3% preferred not to say. 

If you do not have internet access at home, what’s the main reason? 
Only 15 people answered this question, but their reasons for not having internet access at home are 

shown in the table below. 

 

 

Business Community Results  
In-person engagement with the business community in Kingswood was affected by the COVID-19 

crisis. However, local 12 businesses agreed to interviews, which enabled information to be gathered 

across the same themes raised with the wider public in the online/paper survey.  This information 

can then be augmented at the next stage of the project when restrictions on face-to-face interaction 

are likely to be less onerous.  

Consultees: 

Kingswood History Society Kingswood Co-op supermarket Kingswood Active Lifestyle Centre  

Nationwide Building Society  Kingswood Cash Converters  Simpsons (Law Practice)  

P V Turner (Fruit & Veg shop)  Holland & Barrett  St Peter Hospice 

Shaws (Drapers)   Body Matters (Chiropodist)  Whitfield Tabernacle Trust 

Key Feedback Points 
In general respondents had limited knowledge of services for, and the situation of, children and 

young people in Kingswood. Some acknowledged the impact of relative deprivation and 

affordability.  A number of people commented on children ‘hanging around the streets’ more, a 

perceived lack of engagement (and motivation).  
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Employment opportunities regarded as very limited, with the exception of people recruited for 

relatively low-skilled jobs, for which there are usually plenty of applicants. There was a general 

feeling that more could be done to support ‘up skilling’ including apprenticeships and to encourage 

new businesses. 

Crime, policing and community safety did not stand-out as significant issues, though there was 

perhaps a feeling, or expectation, that this may change for the worse if economic conditions 

deteriorate.  

Formal community connections seemed limited. Kingswood Business Association featured, but there 

did appear to be an ‘engagement gap’ between businesses and the community.  

Opportunities identified by the business community 
While there were a number of problems and issues identified by local businesses, the fact that they 

have been able and willing to engage, and identify issues is the first step towards addressing them.  

It was clear from this limited exercise, that a full, more detailed business survey in Kingswood is 

necessary, would be welcomed and could provide useful material in the development of a formal 

community plan.  The apparent disconnect between the business world and the local community 

could be explored further, given that many people who completed the community survey feel 

strongly and positively about the high street area, and are keen to see it improve.  Relating these 

two communities better to each other would enable mutual support and foster a stronger sense of 

community cohesion. 

Conclusions 
Key themes – to be added after the Steering Group have had the opportunity to discuss. 

What’s next? 

Feedback on the survey to responders, other opportunities to connect and influence the plans for 

Kingswood going forward. 

An opportunity to develop a specific project involving young people and a large-scale community 

development initiative that supports the co-design of public spaces and a programme of activities 

that will run alongside the physical regeneration of Kingswood town centre.     
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1. Survey methodology and response 
 

Consultation purpose 
South Gloucestershire Council and the Friends of Kingswood Park are applying for a 
National Lottery Heritage Fund grant which, if approved, will be used to restore and 
regenerate Kingswood Park. Because of Coronavirus the application to the National 
Lottery has been deferred to 2021. To ensure the application is up to date a survey 
was sent out to record how people have used and valued Kingswood Park during the 
Covid-19 lockdown and social distancing regulations.  

 

Consultation methodology and response 
The survey was conducted between 20th October 2020 and 31st December 2020. 
There was a total of 155 online responses to the survey 

 

 

Further Information 
 
This report was produced by South Gloucestershire Council’s Corporate Research & 
Consultation Team. Further information about this report is available from the 
Corporate Consultation Officer:  
 
     01454 863297 
 
     consultation@southglos.gov.uk  
  
     www.southglos.gov.uk  
 
    South Gloucestershire Council, Corporate Research and Consultation Team, 
Council offices, Badminton Road, Yate, Bristol, BS37 5AF 
 

  

mailto:consultation@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/
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2. Survey Analysis 
 

Q1. What are your five main reasons for visiting Kingswood Park? 

The main reason participants listed for visiting Kingswood Park was to enjoy natural 
scenery and wild life (78%). Slightly less (72%) of respondents indicated that they 
visit to relax and enjoy peace and quiet in nature. 62% of respondents visit to spend 
time with family and/or friends. Half of respondents (50%) visit Kingswood Park to 
exercise. 43% visit the children’s play area. 27% exercise the dog and a quarter 
(25%) use Kingswood Park to walk or cycle to somewhere else. A further 20% 
indicated that they use the park to take a shortcut. 19% visit the park for a picnic. 
13% indicated that they visit the park to attend an event and 9% use the park to play 
sport. 2% indicated ‘other reasons’ listed below the graph.  

 

Base n= 151 

‘Other reasons for visiting Kingswood Park’ 

To play Pokémon Go 
Somewhere local to escape to 
Work meetings 
I play Tennis and the courts are in great need of refurbishment 
As a child in London I have always appreciated city parks. i was dellghted to find 
the Kingswood park 
To walk round the park with friends 

Memories 
Get out to improve my mental health 

To do voluntary work 
Exercise dog 
Walk dog 
We enjoy playing Peteng (french bowls) in the park 
Dog walk 
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Q2. Since the start of the Covid period have you been using Kingswood Park 
more or less than before? 

Overall, 62% of respondents indicated that they  use Kingswood Park more than 
before the start of the Covid period with 38% indicating that they use the Park a lot 
more than before. Only 15% of respondents indicated that they use it less than 
before. 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 152 

100% 

A lot more than before 57 

38% 

A little more than before 36 

24% 

About the same as before 37 

24% 

A little less than before 13 

9% 

A lot less than before 9 

6% 

 

 

Q3. To what extent would you rate Kingswood Park as important to your 
wellbeing and quality of life? 

Overall, 90% of respondents rated Kingswood Park as important to their wellbeing 
and quality of life, with 60% of those rating it as very important. Only 2% indicated 
that Kingswood Park is unimportant to their wellbeing and quality of life.  
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Base n= 152 

 

Q4. Please use this space to leave any further comments about how you value 
Kingswood Park  

The large majority of comments made about Kingswood park were very positive. 28 
comments were made that the park is essential to their mental health and wellbeing. 
26 comments were made that they felt the park is well maintained and is a pleasure 
to visit and16 comments were made that the park is a great asset to the community. 

15 comments were made that the park needs better facilities and updating to include 
things such as a café, toilets, larger play area and sports facilities. 13 comments 
were made that they enjoy using the park for exercise.  7 comments were made that 
they value the park as they are able to safely meet up with friends and family. 5 
comments were made that they are able to safely socially distance from other people 
using the park.  

4 comments were made that the chidren’s play area needs updating and 4 
comments were made that the park needs to be kept cleaner.  

 

 

 

 

0%
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20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Very important Quite important
Neither important
nor unimportant

Quite unimportant Very unimportant

1%

60%

30%
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1%



7 
 

Theme  Number of 
comments 

The park is essential to mental health and well being 28 
The park is well maintained and is a pleasure to visit 26 
It is a great asset to the comunity 16 
Would like to have better facilities, café, toilets, play area, 
sports 

15 

Good for exercise 13 
Need the open space to safely meet family and friends 7 
Need the open space to safely socially distance from other 
people  

5 

Children’s play area needs updating  4 
Park needs to be kept cleaner  4 

 

 

  



8 
 

3.0 About the respondents 

Q6. Gender 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Female 107 

71% 

Male 36 

24% 

Prefer not to 
say 

8 

5% 

 

Q7. Age 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 152 

100% 

Under 16 1 

1% 

16-24 7 

5% 

25-34 32 

21% 

35-44 40 

26% 

45-54 30 

20% 

55-64 19 

13% 

65-75 13 

9% 

Over 75 7 

5% 

Prefer not to say 3 

2% 
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Q8. Disability 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 151 

100% 

No 121 

80% 

Prefer not to say 4 

3% 

Yes - Physical 
impairment, such as 

difficulty using arms or 
mobility issues which 

may mean using a 
wheelchair or crutches 

9 

6% 

Yes - Sensory 
impairment such as 
being blind/ having 

serious visual 
impairment, or being 

deaf/ having a serious 
hearing impairment 

1 

1% 

Yes - Mental health 
condition, such as 

depression, anxiety or 
schizophrenia 

13 

9% 

Yes - Learning disability/ 
difficulty (such as 

Down's Syndrome, 
dyslexia, dyspraxia) or 

cognitive impairment 
(such as autistic 

spectrum disorder) 

3 

2% 

Yes - Long standing 
illness or health 

condition, such as 
cancer, HIV, diabetes, 

chronic heart disease or 
epilepsy 

- 

- 

Yes- Other - 

- 
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Q9. Ethnicity 

Counts 

  Analysis % 

Respondents 

Base 151 

100% 

Asian/Asian British - 
Bangladeshi 

1 

1% 

Asian/Asian British - Other 1 

1% 

Asian/Asian British - Pakistani 1 

1% 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black 
British - African 

1 

1% 

Mixed/multiple ethnic group - 
White & Black African 

1 

1% 

Mixed/multiple ethnic group - 
White & Black Caribbean 

1 

1% 

White - English / Welsh / 
Scottish / Northern Irish / 

British 

132 

87% 

White - Other 9 

6% 

Prefer not to say 4 

3% 
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4.0 Appendix A copy of the survey 

 

 

Kingswood Park and Covid 19 

South Gloucestershire Council and the Friends of Kingswood Park are applying for a National Lottery 

Heritage Fund grant which, if approved, will be used to restore and regenerate Kingswood Park. 

Because of Coronavirus our application to the National Lottery has been deferred to 2021. To ensure 

our application is up to date we would like to record how people have used and valued Kingswood 

Park during the Covid-19 lockdown and social distancing regulations. What does Kingswood Park 

mean to you now?   

Please help us by answering the following questions 

Q1 What are your FIVE main reasons for visiting Kingswood Park during the Covid-19 lockdown 

period? 

  

Q2 Since the start of the Covid period have you been using Kingswood Park more or less than 

before? 

A lot more than before 

A little more than before 

About the same as before 

A little less than before A lot less than before 

Q3 To what extent would you rate Kingswood Park as important to your wellbeing and quality of 

life? 

Very important 

Quite important  

Neither important nor unimportant 

Quite unimportant 

Very unimportant 

Q4 Please use the space below to leave any further comments about how you value Kingswood 

Park 

  

                                                                                            About you 
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This section is really important as it helps us to understand more about the people who use council 

services and may be affected by any changes.  Any responses to these questions will remain 

confidential, individuals will not be identified and personal details will not be published.  

Q5 Please tell us your postcode? 

  

Q6 Are you? 

Female 

Male 

Prefer not to say 

Q7 How old are you? 

Under 16 

16-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-75 

Over 75 

Prefer not to say 

Q8 Do you consider yourself to be disabled? 

 No   

Prefer not to say 

Yes - Physical impairment, such as difficulty using arms or mobility   issues which may mean 

using a wheelchair or crutches Yes - Sensory impairment such as being blind/ having serious visual 

impairment, or being deaf/ having a serious hearing impairment 

Yes - Mental health condition, such as depression, anxiety or schizophrenia 

Yes - Learning disability/ difficulty (such as Down's Syndrome, dyslexia, dyspraxia) or cognitive 

impairment (such as autistic spectrum disorder) 

Yes - Long standing illness or health condition, such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart disease or 

epilepsy 

Yes- Other  

Q9 Please tell us your ethnic origin? 

Arab/Arab British 
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Asian/Asian British - Bangladeshi 

Asian/Asian British - Chinese 

Asian/Asian British - Indian 

Asian/Asian British - Other 

Asian/Asian British - Pakistani 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black British - African 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black British - Caribbean Black/African/Caribbean/Black British - Other 

Gypsy or Traveller  

Mixed/multiple ethnic group - White and Asian 

Mixed/multiple ethnic group - White & Black African 

Mixed/multiple ethnic group - White & Black Caribbean 

White - English / Welsh / Scottish / Northern Irish / British 

White - Other 

Prefer not to say 

  

Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey. Please press SUBMIT to send us your answers 
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GOOGLE MOBILITY REPORT 
DATED 16TH FEBRUARY 2021



COVID-19 Community Mobility Report

South Gloucestershire 16 February 2021

Mobility changes

This data set is intended to help remediate the impact of COVID-19. It shouldn’t be used for medical
diagnostic, prognostic or treatment purposes. Nor is it intended to be used for guidance on personal
travel plans.

The data shows how visits to places, such as corner shops and parks, are changing in each geographic
region. Learn how you can use this report in your work by visiting Community Mobility Reports Help.

Location accuracy and the understanding of categorised places varies from region to region, so we
don’t recommend using this data to compare changes between countries, or between regions with
different characteristics (e.g. rural versus urban areas).

To learn how we calculate these trends and preserve privacy, read About this data.

Retail and recreation

-45%
compared to baseline

Mobility trends for places such as
restaurants, cafés, shopping
centres, theme parks, museums,
libraries and cinemas.

Supermarket and pharmacy

-9%
compared to baseline

Mobility trends for places such as
supermarkets, food warehouses,
farmers markets, specialty food
shops and pharmacies.

Parks

+69%
compared to baseline

Mobility trends for places like
national parks, public beaches,
marinas, dog parks, plazas and
public gardens.

Tue, 5 Jan Tue, 26 Jan Tue, 16 Feb
-80%

-40%

+40%

+80%

Baseline

Tue, 5 Jan Tue, 26 Jan Tue, 16 Feb
-80%

-40%

+40%

+80%

Baseline

Tue, 5 Jan Tue, 26 Jan Tue, 16 Feb
-80%

-40%

+40%

+80%

Baseline

https://support.google.com/covid19-mobility


Public transport

-64%
compared to baseline

Mobility trends for places that are public
transport hubs, such as underground, bus and
train stations.

Workplaces

-55%
compared to baseline

Mobility trends for places of work.

Residential

+22%
compared to baseline

Mobility trends for places of residence.

Tue, 5 Jan Tue, 26 Jan Tue, 16 Feb
-80%

-40%

+40%

+80%

Baseline

Tue, 5 Jan Tue, 26 Jan Tue, 16 Feb
-80%

-40%

+40%

+80%

Baseline

Tue, 5 Jan Tue, 26 Jan Tue, 16 Feb
-80%

-40%

+40%

+80%

Baseline



About this data

These reports show how visits and length of stay
at different places change compared to a
baseline. We calculate these changes using the
same kind of aggregated and anonymised data
used to show popular times for places in Google
Maps.

Changes for each day are compared to a
baseline value for that day of the week:

● The baseline is the median value, for the
corresponding day of the week, during the five-
week period 3 Jan – 6 Feb 2020.

● The reports show trends over several weeks
with the most recent data representing
approximately 2–3 days ago (this is how long it
takes to produce the reports).

The data that is included in the calculation
depends on user settings, connectivity and
whether it meets our privacy threshold. If the
privacy threshold isn’t met (when somewhere
isn’t busy enough to ensure anonymity) we don’t
show a change for the day.

We include categories that are useful for social
distancing efforts, as well as access to essential
services.

We calculate these insights based on data from
users who have opted in to Location History for
their Google Account, so that the data
represents a sample of our users. As with all
samples, this may or may not represent the exact
behaviour of a wider population.

We continue to improve our reports as places
close and reopen. We updated the way that we
calculate changes for groceries and pharmacy,
retail and recreation, public transport stations
and parks categories. For regions published
before May 2020, the data may contain a
consistent shift (up or down) which starts
between 11–18 April 2020.

Preserving privacy

These reports were developed to be helpful while
adhering to our stringent privacy protocols and
protecting people’s privacy. No personally
identifiable information, like an individual’s
location, contacts or movement, is made
available at any point.

Insights in these reports are created with
aggregated, anonymised sets of data from users
who have turned on the Location History setting,
which is off by default. People who have Location
History turned on can choose to turn it off at any
time from their Google Account and can always
delete Location History data directly from their
Timeline.

These reports are powered by the same world-
class anonymisation technology that we use in
our products every day and that keep your
activity data private and secure. These reports
use differential privacy, which adds artificial
noise to our data sets enabling high-quality
results without identifying any individual person.
These privacy-preserving protections also ensure
that the absolute number of visits isn’t shared.

Further resources

To learn how you can get the most out of this
report in your work, visit Mobility Reports Help.

To get the latest report, visit
google.com/covid19/mobility

https://support.google.com/business/answer/6263531
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/3118687
https://myaccount.google.com/activitycontrols
https://www.google.com/maps/timeline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfAdemDkLsc
https://support.google.com/covid19-mobility
https://google.com/covid19/mobility
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