
Is your business ready for Bath’s Clean Air Zone?  
 
Businesses and individuals across the south west are being asked to check whether 
they will need to pay to drive in Bath’s Clean Air Zone launched on 15 March 2021.  
 
The introduction of Bath’s Class C Charging Clean Air Zone means that drivers of 
most pre-euro 6 diesel and pre-euro 4 petrol vehicles – except private cars and 
motorbikes - will have to pay to drive in the city centre.  
 
If you have a business that owns or manages two or more vehicles, you can now 
create an account at GOV.UK to upload and check multiple vehicle registration 
numbers in one go. The service will tell you which vehicles will be charged and what 
the charge will be in every confirmed zone, which includes Bath and Birmingham (1 
June).   
 
With the launch of Bath’s CAZ, this service is designed to help you to plan upgrades, 
restructure large fleets and plan whether any local exemptions apply.  
 
To open a business account, and check multiple vehicles for compliance go to 
www.gov.uk/check-clean-air-zone-charge    
 
Before you start, you will need a company name, an email address and the 
registration numbers of your vehicles in a spreadsheet. There is an option to check 
single or multiple vehicles. Choose ‘multiple vehicles’ to open a business account.  
 
Once set up, you’ll be able to: 
 Upload your vehicle’s number plates via a spreadsheet (CSV) or one-by-one, to 

see whether charges apply and what the charge is  
 Assign up to 10 people to manage the account with various permissions  
 Set up a direct debit so that when charging starts you can instruct your bank to 

take one-off payments with saved bank details to pay for multiple vehicles. 
 
Autopay is not available for clean air zones, charging started in Bath on 15 March, 
businesses must pay at GOV.UK by inputting the number of days a vehicle has 
driven in the zone. The payment window is six days in advance of travel, on the day 
of travel, or in the following six days (13 days). If payment is not made within 7 days 
of travel, you could receive a penalty charge notice plus the charge for your journey 
(£9 or £100 depending on the type of vehicle).  
 
If you’re a business regularly travelling in Bath’s zone, support and advice is 
available from Bath & North East Somerset Council. To find out more about the 
zone, and to contact the team, go to www.bathnes.gov.uk/BathCAZ.  
 
Importantly, if your vehicles regularly travel in Bath, financial support could be 
available in the form of a grant and/or interest free loan to help upgrade your 
vehicles/fleet. It’s important that you contact B&NES Council as soon as possible to 
assess your eligibility. Go to www.bathnes.gov.uk/CAZsupport  
 
The Council wants to highlight that there is extended support available to businesses 
regularly driving in the zone who may struggle to secure the interest-free finance 



included in the support package due to Covid-19. There is also a new 90-day 
exemption available to those eligible for the financial assistance scheme, but who 
are now unlikely get delivery of compliant vehicles before the zone starts. If you’ve 
not yet checked out the financial support available, you are advised to do this without 
delay by talking to the Council’s support team.  
 
Bath’s zone is the first charging clean air zone to launch outside of London, with 
other cities, including Bristol and Birmingham, planning similar schemes which will 
include charges for private cars.  
 
The intention is to urgently drive down high levels of harmful nitrogen dioxide 
pollution in the city, mainly caused by vehicle emissions. High levels of this type of 
pollution are associated with worsening lung and heart conditions, such as asthma.  


