
All these books have been recommended by young 
people across South Gloucestershire and are free 
to borrow from any South Gloucestershire Library, 
just click on the title. 

If you’re not already a library member, it’s free 
and easy to join – come in for a first visit with a 
parent or carer so they can sign you up.

www.southglos.gov.uk/librarychanges

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/librarychanges


Asha & the Spirit Bird,
Jasbinder Bilan

In an unforgettable adventure set in 
contemporary India, Asha is guided by a 
majestic bird which she believes to be 
the spirit of her grandmother. Together 
with her best friend, Jeevan, she 
embarks on a journey across the 
Himalayas to find her missing father and 
save her home.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/results?qu=asha+and+the+spirit+bird&te=ILS


No Ballet Shoes in Syria,
Catherine Bruton

Aya is eleven years old and has just arrived 
in Britain with her Mum and baby brother, 
seeking asylum from war in Syria. When Aya 
stumbles across a local ballet class, the 
formidable dance teacher spots her 
exceptional talent and believes that Aya has 
the potential to earn a prestigious ballet 
scholarship. But at the same time, Aya and 
her family must fight to be allowed to remain 
in the country, to make a home for 
themselves, and to find Aya's father -
separated from the rest of the family during 
the journey from Syria.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1527403/one?qu=no+ballet+shoes+in+syria&te=ILS


Swimming Against the Storm, 
Jess Butterworth

Twelve-year-old Eliza and her sister Avery have lived 
their entire lives in a small fishing village on the coast 
of Louisiana, growing up alongside turtles, pelicans 
and porpoises. But now, with sea levels rising, their 
home is at risk of being swept away. Determined to 
save the land, Eliza and her younger sister Avery 
secretly go searching in the swamp for the dangerous, 
wolf-like loup-garou. If they can prove this legendary 
creature exists, they're sure that the government will 
have to protect its habitat - and their community.

But there's one problem: the loup-garou has never 
been seen before. And with a tropical storm 
approaching and the sisters deep, deep in the 
swampland, soon it's not just their home at risk, but 
their lives as well.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1524285/one?qu=swimming+against+the+storm&te=ILS


The Somerset Tsunami,
Emma Carroll

The year is 1607. When a catastrophic 
flood hits the Somerset coast, young 
sailor-in-disguise Fortune gets the 
blame. Locals are convinced witchcraft is 
at work. And Fortune - who is secretive, 
suspiciously good at swimming and, to 
everyone's surprise, a girl - is an obvious 
scapegoat. Even saving the life of her 
rival's only son doesn't clear her name. If 
anything, it makes matters worse.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/results?qu=the+somerset+tsunami&te=ILS


Bad Hair Days, 
J.M. Forster

For Mallow, every day is a Bad Hair Day. Wearing 
a wig means Mallow can hide her hair loss. But 
now someone’s sending her creepy messages. 
It’s a race to stop them before everyone 
discovers her secret. Losing her hair was hard 
enough – but will she lose the people she cares 
about too? A touching mystery about family, 
friendships and being different. 

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1588942/ada?qu=bad+hair+days&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1588942%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS


The Deepest Breath,
Meg Grehan

Stevie is eleven and loves reading and sea-
creatures. She lives with her Mum, and she's 
been best friends with Andrew since forever. 
Stevie's mum teases her that someday they'll get 
married, but Stevie knows that won't ever 
happen. There's a girl at school that she likes 
more. A lot more. Actually, she's a bit confused 
about how much she likes her.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1526832/ada?qu=the+deepest+breath&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1526832%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS


Ella on the Outside,
Cath Howe

Ella is the new girl at school. She doesn't 
know anyone and she doesn't have any 
friends. And she has a terrible 
secret. Ella can't believe her luck when 
Lydia, the most popular girl in school, 
decides to be her new best friend - but 
what does Lydia really want? And what 
does it all have to do with Molly, the quiet, 
shy girl who won't talk to anyone?

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1499904/ada?qu=ella+on+the+outside&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1499904%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS


The StrangeWorlds Travel 
Agency,
L. D. Lapinski

When 12-year-old Flick Hudson accidentally ends 
up in the Strangeworlds Travel Agency, she 
uncovers a fantastic secret: there are hundreds 
of other worlds just steps away from ours. All you 
have to do to visit them is jump into the right 
suitcase. Then Flick gets the invitation of a 
lifetime: join Strangeworlds' magical travel 
society and explore other worlds. But, unknown 
to Flick, the world at the very centre of it all, a 
city called Five Lights, is in danger. Buildings and 
even streets are mysteriously disappearing. Once 
Flick realizes what's happening she must race 
against time, travelling through unchartered 
worlds, seeking a way to fix Five Lights before it 
collapses into nothingness - and takes our world 
with it.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1559222/ada?qu=the+strangeworlds+travel+agency&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1559222%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS


The Closest Thing to Flying,
Gill Lewis

Present day: Semira doesn't know where to call home. She and 
her mother came to England when she was four years old, 
brought across the desert and the sea by a man who has 
complete control. Always moving on, always afraid of being 
caught, she longs for freedom.

1891: Hen knows exactly where to call home. Her stifling mother 
makes sure of that. But her Aunt Kitty is opening her eyes to a 
whole new world. A world of animal rights, and votes for women, 
and riding bicycles! Trapped in a life of behaving like a lady, she 
longs for freedom.

When Semira discovers Hen's diary, she finds the inspiration to be 
brave, to fight for her place in the world, and maybe even to 
uncover the secrets of her own past.

This is her unforgettable tale of friendship, hope, and finding the 
courage to fight for what you believe in.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1520287/one?qu=the+closest+thing+to+flying&te=ILS


Orphans of the Tide,
Struan Murray

The City - mankind's last refuge in a drowned world, 
where Whale Lords reign and the Inquisition keeps 
the peace. The Enemy - a dark power, ever seeking 
to take possession of a human body and cause 
untold chaos. The Inventor - a girl living in the 
heart of the City in a ramshackle workshop 
overflowing with curiosities. When a whale washes 
up on the City roofs and a mysterious boy emerges 
from its belly, the superstitious citizens assume the 
Enemy has come again. Only Ellie - a fearless 
inventor striving to live up to her mother's legacy -
believes the boy is innocent. Thrown together with 
the young fugitive, now on the run from the ruthless 
Inquisition, Ellie must discover who this boy really is 
- and what that means for her own terrible secret.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1551568/ada?qu=orphans+of+the+tide&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1551568%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS


The Valley of Lost Secrets,
Lesley Parr

September 1939. When Jimmy is 
evacuated to a small village in Wales, it 
couldn't be more different from London. 
Green, quiet and full of strangers, he 
instantly feels out of place. But then he 
finds a skull hidden in a tree, and 
suddenly the valley is more frightening 
than the war. Who can Jimmy trust? His 
brother is too little; his best friend has 
changed. Finding an ally in someone he 
never expects, they set out together to 
uncover the secrets that lie with the 
skull. What they discover will change 
Jimmy - and the village - forever.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1571640/ada?qu=the+valley+of+lost+secrets&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1571640%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS


Ghost Boys,
Jewell Parker Rhodes

Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn't get into trouble. 
He goes to school. He does his homework. He 
takes care of his little sister. Then Jerome is shot 
by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a 
real threat. As a ghost, watching his family trying 
to cope with his death, Jerome begins to notice 
other ghost boys. Each boy has a story and they 
all have something in common. Bit by bit, Jerome 
begins to understand what really happened - not 
just to him, but to all of the ghost boys. A 
poignant and gripping story about how children 
and families face the complexities of race in 
today's world.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1499862/ada?qu=ghost+boys&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1499862%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS


Tunnel of Bones,
Victoria Schwab

Trouble is haunting Cassidy Blake, even more than usual. She 
(plus her ghost best friend, Jacob, of course) are in Paris, 
where Cass's parents are filming their TV show about the 
world's most haunted cities. Sure, it's fun eating croissants 
and seeing the Eiffel Tower, but there's true ghostly danger 
lurking beneath Paris, in the creepy underground Catacombs. 
When Cass accidentally awakens a frighteningly strong spirit, 
she must rely on her still-growing skills as a ghosthunter -
and turn to friends both old and new to help her unravel a 
mystery. But time is running out, and the spirit is only 
growing stronger. And if Cass fails, the force she's unleashed 
could haunt the city forever. New York Times bestselling 
author Victoria Schwab returns to the spooky and heart-
pounding world of City of Ghosts, delivering thrilling new 
adventures and an unforgettable spin on friendship. (Because 
sometimes, even psychic ghost best friends have secrets).

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1535434/one?qu=tunnel+of+bones&te=ILS


The Day I was Erased,
Lisa Thompson

Maxwell is always in trouble. Roaming 
the town with his beloved dog, Monster, 
as a way to escape his parents' constant 
sniping at home, he's a menace to the 
neighbours and teachers at school. 

While visiting an elderly neighbour, he 
comes across a mysterious cabinet of 
curiosities and suddenly finds himself 
erased from his life: it's as if he's never 
existed.

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/results?qu=the+day+i+was+erased&te=ILS



