
    
Appendix 7 – Visitor code of conduct 

Sharing your faith with xxxxxxxxxxx Primary School 

Many thanks for giving your time to share with the children, it is highly valued.  

Meeting people of faith is a vital part of learning in RE and essential in improving 
links between people of all faiths and none. It helps the children build a more 
concrete understanding of what they are studying and makes it more memorable. 
They also enjoy hearing from new people instead of the same teacher(s) day 
after day! 

You will not be expected to manage behaviour in the classroom; the teacher will 
stay in the room and will manage the flow of the lesson. We usually find that 
having a guest speaker is very enjoyable for the children (and it should also be 
enjoyable for you!).  

Religious Education at xxxxx Primary School is non-confessional. There should 
never be any form of persuasion to or from a faith position that a child may or 
may not hold. The syllabus is locally agreed by South Gloucestershire Standing 
Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE). These pointers for your 
consideration are to help maintain that consistency as well as to reassure you. 

Tips for visitors who may be new to talking to children: 

 You are not expected to be an expert or authority figure for your religion; 

you will be presenting your own faith and the children need to understand 

that there is much diversity within religious traditions as well as across 

them 

 The teacher should liaise with you about what topic the children are 

covering and how much work they have already covered 

 Try to talk in an age-appropriate way 

 Try not to talk for too long; children generally have a short attention span. 

Take questions during your talk; make it interactive if you can; sharing is 

not lecturing 

 Remember to use expressions like ‘I believe that…’ rather than talking in 

absolutes 

 Don’t assume that the children have a faith; some may have, but only a 

minority of the children attend a place of worship or practice any faith 

outside of school 

 Please have an informal chat with the teacher after your visit; you might 

have some more ideas that we were not able to cover in the time 

 Visiting us again in following years can help the class teacher work with 

you as a partner to develop the effectiveness of your visit; don’t be a 

stranger!  

I have read, understand and will try to adhere to this guidance: 

Class visited: ……………………………………………………………. 

Visitor’s name and date………………………………………………………… 


