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Annual Report – Special Responsibilities 
 
(Under the South Gloucestershire Scheme of Members’ Allowances, certain councillors who 
perform significant responsibilities over and above those of other councillors are entitled to receive 
additional allowances to recognise those extra responsibilities.  The Scheme requires councillors in 
receipt of such allowances to report on their actions.  This report is published on the Council’s 
website). 

 
Report for period: 2019-20 ...........................................................................  
 
Name: Councillor Maggie Tyrrell ....................................................................  
 
Position held: Co Chair of Scrutiny Commission  
 
 
A general outline of the special responsibilities you perform 
 
As Co-Chair I share responsibility for planning and setting the agenda of Scrutiny 
Commission meetings, which entails being aware of all aspects of scrutiny work being 
undertaken, being alert to any future decisions of the Executive with a view to pre-decision 
scrutiny and to check that decisions made by Cabinet or individual Executive Members are 
made properly under the constitution and with due attention to enable post decision call-in 
if necessary. I attend all meetings with officers relating to this aspect of the work. 
 
I attend all meetings of Scrutiny Commission and Chair alternate meetings. I also attend 
briefings with senior officers as necessary. 
 
I also attend all meetings of Task & Finish, Spotlight Reviews etc. that are undertaking 
detailed work across a range of council services, to report to Scrutiny Commission. These 
include standing groups scrutinising the Council budget and the Climate Change agenda. 

 
Key Milestones/Achievements during the reporting Period 
 
 
The standing group to scrutinise and advise on the Council’s work on Climate Change was 
established at the start of the year. 
The Commission received reports to each of its meetings on the progress made in 
improving Children’s Services. 
The Task & Finish Group on the Council Housing Company was finalised and considered 
by Cabinet, with the majority of its recommendations being accepted and used to 
formulate the Council’s policy. 
The work of several T&F groups was disrupted due to early Covid -19 restrictions but was 
picked up as soon as possible when meetings resumed using electronic means. 
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What “added value” to the local community have you been able to 
achieve through your special responsibilities? 
 
As a lead member of the Scrutiny Commission I have influence over the agenda and the 
reports submitted to Cabinet. These affect decisions that directly affect the lives of South 
Gloucestershire residents 
 

 
How have your special responsibilities enabled the Council to be more 
effective? 
 
 
Scrutiny Commission has a direct impact on the decisions made by the Cabinet and also 
on the way services are provided from the departments. 
 

 

 
In what ways has the exercise of your special responsibilities supported 
the core objectives of the Council? 
 
 

The Conservative Group control Cabinet and Council and their policies and decisions 
need to be challenged to ensure they have considered the full extent of the effect of those 
policies on residents in all the communities of South Gloucestershire. Scrutiny ensures 
that all aspects of the way policies are formulated and implemented are thoroughly 
investigated and in the best interests of the residents. This includes ensuring that 
residents have a voice and are properly consulted before decisions are made. 
 
 


