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INTRODUCTION
 
Kingswood is one of 100 towns across the country competing for a share  
of the Government’s £1bn Future High Streets Fund. Successful high streets  
could secure between £5m - £25m and the Council was asked to develop  
a Full Business Case by 30 June 2020. This opportunity follows from the  
‘Love our high streets’ initiative funded by the West of England  
Combined Authority. 

We want to hear your views on the following proposals by 7 June 2020. 
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A FUTURE STEEPED IN HERITAGE 
 
The retailers and businesses which have been the building blocks of our  
high streets for centuries are now facing unprecedented challenges to their 
very existence. Out-of-town malls and retail Parks have been followed by the 
internet shopping revolution, and now the Covid-19 outbreak. These changes 
have impacted many local retailers and small businesses, and have also affected 
the transport operators of our buses and those delivering goods and parcels. But 
Kingswood was built on a spirit of hard-work and it has never been afraid to be 
different. 

Kingswood has a rich heritage of ‘non-conformism’; Miners strikes, the birth 
of the international movement of non-conformist religion and the innovative 
manufacturing of motorbikes, footwear and food. Kingswood has proudly 
not conformed for centuries and we want that history to inspire the next 
transformation. Kingswood has maintained its manufacturing heartbeat, its historic 
architecture and its independence. Its re-invention can be inspired by its history. 
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WHAT ARE WE PROPOSING FOR  
KINGSWOOD’S HIGH STREET? 
 
The key draft proposals are as follows: 

Promoting high street heritage and culture 

• Funding to achieve the full restoration of the Whitfield Tabernacle on Park 
Road, to convert the building into a cultural cinema and performance arts 
space, restoring its Grade-I listed heritage status as part of the birth of non-
conformist religion and making this a real community asset for Kingswood 

• Conversion of the cemetery in Whitfield Tabernacle to a new public park 

• Investment to improve high street buildings on Regent Street, particularly 
those with long-term vacancy or heritage status 

• Enhancement of public space at Halls Road and Kimberley Road 

• Development of a cultural and events programme covering Regent Street,  
the new public park in the Whitfield Tabernacle Conservation Area and 
extending to Kingswood Park. 
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Investment in high street premises 

• We are working on a programme of potential investment in property, 
identifying those that are under-utilised, vacant or facing other challenges.  
This is subject to an ongoing commercial appraisal.  

A vibrant cultural heart 

• Pedestrianisation of part of Regent Street to enable a significant programme of 
investment in the public realm; 

 » Creating attractive public space with quality street materials, green 
planting, new street furniture 

 » A car-free, family-friendly area with clean air, attractive to pedestrians and 
promoting a vibrant retail and business environment 

 » New cycle infrastructure, bus priority and walking routes to green spaces 
and heritage assets promoting healthy, active travel and lifestyle 

 » Space for markets, parades and public performances connecting with 
Kingswood’s rich cultural heritage of Whitsunday events and promoting 
new cultural opportunities 

 » Opportunity to sit and relax, or eat and drink outside and to develop a 
family economy 

 » New opportunities for small businesses and independents 

 » New public transport facilities and providing bus priority 

 » Ensuring eastbound traffic can be properly diverted. 
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 WHY PEDESTRIANISATION? 
 
We recognise that pedestrianisation of Regent Street could be a significant 
transformation to Kingswood Town Centre. The Future High Streets Fund 
will only support schemes which are truly transformational, and South 
Gloucestershire Council firmly believe that Kingswood merits this scale of 
ambition. The high street and Conservation Area have been neglected and the 
private sector has not been able to act to reinvigorate these assets. 

Our public engagement last year identified persistent concerns about congestion, 
anti-social behaviour, litter, the public realm and poor-quality buildings. Regent 
Street also suffers from some of the poorest air quality in South Gloucestershire 
and forms part of the Kingswood Air Quality Management Area which extends 
from the top of the high street (junction of Downend Road) down to where the 
high street meets the Ring Road (A420/A4174). Pedestrianisation could help to 
improve all these issues identified. 

Attractive space – First and foremost we want to make the town centre an 
attractive environment for shopping and business, promoting a family economy. 
We also want Kingswood to offer something beyond retail and business, 
embracing the non-conformist heritage. Regent Street retains almost all of its late 
19th and early 20th Century architecture and is lined with locally listed buildings 
and the adjoining Conservation Area. 

Be active and entertained – Pedestrianisation of the space by investment in 
quality public realm (surface, seating, lighting etc.) around these buildings will 
enable the creation of a new, open public space with opportunities for markets, 
performance arts and cultural events such as the Whitsunday Parade, which 
historically brought thousands of people to Kingswood’s high street every year. 
We are also working with providers of digital signage solutions so as we can 
promote cycling, walking and access to Kingswood’s nearby green spaces and 
fascinating industrial and non-conformist religious heritage. 
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Road Traffic – To enable the pedestrianisation improvements to the public 
space, eastbound traffic on the A420 would need to be diverted to the north 
or south of the town centre. The existing westbound diversion of traffic via 
Cecil Road would not be affected by the scheme. 

Buses – There are two key options for buses. In both options bus stops and 
services are maintained on Regent Street outside the Kings Chase Shopping 
Centre. One option sees the eastbound buses diverted to follow the route of 
the existing westbound buses via Moravian Road and Cecil Road. The other 
option is for buses to operate along Regent Street through the pedestrianised 
section. 

The key areas we are asking you to consider are: 

• Do you support pedestrianisation? 

• Your views on a north or south general traffic diversion; and 

• Whether buses have a priority diversion or share the pedestrian space on 
Regent Street. 

Please Note: At this time, we are seeking views on the principles set out 
above and the issues below. If there is support for pedestrianisation, a 
full consultation identifying the preferred option and responding to this 
engagement will take place. We will also run further consultation on the 
developing Masterplan for Kingswood town centre. The timing of further 
consultation will be subject to relevant funding and delivery implications and 
will need to accord with any relevant social-distancing requirements.
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Traffic diversions  
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Possible pros and cons of the different options are set out below.  

Option Benefits Challenges

1 Do nothing • No intervention required 
• Simple delivery access

• Congestion at peak times 
• Not attractive environment for 

pedestrians 
• Anti-social behaviour 
• Market suffering vacant units 
• Poor air quality 
• Unlikely to receive Future High 

Street Funding 

2  Pedestrianisation of 
part of Regent Street 
with eastbound traffic 
diverted to the north 

• Provides for transformational 
attractive public realm space

• Creates a more pleasant 
environment on Regent Street with 
cleaner air, less noise and improved 
safety for pedestrians and cyclists 

• Supports the visibility, improvement 
and prominence of heritage 
buildings in Kingswood 

• Increases bus priority from 
Downend Road through town 
centre 

• Promotes active travel and public 
transport 

• Inspires family, leisure and  
night-time economy

• Junction improvements required to 
accommodate increased traffic to 
the north of the town centre 

• Management of traffic eastbound 
on Kimberley Road, Gilbert Road 
and Park Road 

• Revised business loading / delivery 
arrangements required on Regent 
Street 

3  Pedestrianisation of 
part of Regent Street 
with eastbound traffic 
diverted to the south 

• Provides for transformational 
attractive public realm space 

• Creates a more pleasant 
environment on Regent Street with 
cleaner air, less noise and improved 
safety for pedestrians and cyclists 

• Supports the visibility, improvement 
and prominence of heritage 
buildings in Kingswood 

• Promotes active travel and public 
transport 

• Inspires family, leisure and  
night-time economy 

• Diversion of eastbound through 
traffic to follow the same route as 
westbound traffic to the south of 
the town centre and along Cecil 
Road would require significant 
road widening and junction 
improvements 

• Management of traffic on South 
Road and Cecil Road 

• Management of congestion at 
Downed Road and Blackhorse Road 
Junctions 

• Revised business loading / delivery 
arrangements required on Regent 
Street 

• Eastbound buses join traffic 
at Cecil Road (unless through 
pedestrianised area) 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU 
 
We are in an extremely challenging time to launch a public engagement and 
for residents and businesses of Kingswood to participate. We recognise this 
and are committed to delivering further public events when we can, however 
we also want to ensure that we reach as many of you as possible in advance of 
submitting the full business case to Government. 

We believe this to be a fantastic opportunity for Kingswood at an absolutely 
critical time in its history. To make a successful submission to the Future High 
Streets Fund would act as a powerful first step in the post-Covid-19 recovery 
phase for Kingswood Town Centre.  

How can you respond? 

You can respond via our online survey at www.southglos.gov.uk/
FutureKingswood or you can request a postal survey by calling our  
Consultation Team on 01454 868154.  

Next steps 

Your responses to this engagement will be considered by the Council in the 
development of our business case to the Government. The Council is also 
continuing to work on packages of investment through the ‘Love our high 
streets’ Fund and through the development of a Masterplan, for which further 
information is available on the website. If there is support for pedestrianisation, 
a full consultation identifying the preferred option and responding to this 
engagement will take place. 

If there is support for pedestrianisation, a full consultation identifying the 
preferred option and responding to this engagement will take place. We will 
also run further consultation on the developing Masterplan for Kingswood 
town centre. The Masterplan will inform the council’s next Local Plan, which 
will set out policies and allocations for growth and change in Kingswood over 
the next 15 to 20 years. The timing of further consultation will be subject to 
relevant funding and delivery implications and will need to accord with any 
relevant social-distancing requirements.
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