
Draft Minutes from the South Gloucestershire SACRE meeting 
17th October 2019 

Courtney Primary School, Kingswood 
4.00 pm – 6.00 pm 

 
1 Introduction, minutes of last meeting and matters arising 

Jane Allinson (JA) opened the meeting at 16:05 and welcomed SACRE to Courtney Primary 
School who were kindly hosting our meeting. 

Caitlin Ford, the RE subject leader at the school, then gave the SACRE a talk on Religious 
Education at the school. Courtney Primary have a strong commitment to the subject - week 
4 of every term is RE week, and this has involved visits to synagogues, making clay poppies, 
and entries in the Window to the Soul poetry competition to achieve a WIRE award. 

JA as chair thanked Caitlin for the enjoyable insight into her work with the school.  The 
committee was also pleased to welcome Katy Staples (KS) as locum Religious Adviser as 
Adam was unavailable. JA and KatyKS) talked through the minutes and action points from 
the last meeting. The main points to note were on the current agenda – the case studies had 
not been moved on, NQT training had been done for the Olympus Trust, and the WIRE 
committee had not yet met as a group. 

All action points had been completed and the minutes were signed off without change or 
comment as a true record of the meeting by JA as chair. 

Action: KS to pass flyer for conference on to Hannah Wood (HW) for circulation 

Attendees:  Mohammed-Nassir Miah, April Begley, Roger Allinson, Jane Allinson, Hannah 
Wood, Jo Hachani, Alex Howard, Iris Segal, Ruth Wallace, Neil McKellar-Turner, Jane 
Stockton, Leah Osborne, Malcolm Strange, Ben Stokes 

Apologies received: Claire Evans, Adam Robertson, Ramila Patel, Chris Selway, Chris John, 
Frances Taylor 

Absent: Keith Walker, Andy Spens 
 

2 
 

GCSE RE: What has changed?  

JA then welcomed Jill Dickinson (JD) to the group, who has been an RE teacher for 38 years. 
Jill noted that she was initially trained by Derek Jay, then spent 25 years teaching at St Mary 
Redcliffe and Temple. JD said that many pupils at secondary schools had been doing short 
course RE. This was often to accumulate points for the school, but at St Mary Redcliffe may 
of the pupils enjoyed it and then went on to do RE or philosophy at university. JD then noted 
that RE had not been made core of the English Baccalaureate, so as this had taken 
precedence in secondary schools, the provision of RE had tended to decrease. She noted 
that although RE provision is now part of Ofsted feedback, GCSE participation is still 
dropping. The short RE course doesn't now count in progress data and the long course is 
dropping in participation for a variety of reasons. 

JD perceives many reasons for the difference in interest levels in GCSE over recent years. The 
emphasis in the GCSE has changed from moral issues in a religious context to being more 
emphasis on religions, particularly Christianity and Islam (Malcolm Strange (MS) noted that 
Catholic schools have been directed to study Judaism as the second religion). Terms like 



salvation and atonement plus Arabic vocabulary feature in the new GCSE so it feels less 
relevant and more boring, focusing a good deal on learning learning key words.  

JD noted that a key approach to getting more RE provision, given the high emphasis on 
literacy in schools, is to ask whether we are we also teaching literacy though RE teaching. 
She emphasised one of the quotes from students in her school: 

"RE gives us better friendships and helps us develop greater respect and understanding for 
others" 

Like our own SACRE, JD had looked at RE coverage on secondary school websites and found 
it very varied. She asked the question, how do we identify and push through this, and how 
up to date are websites anyway? Her main suggestions were to notice the need to support 
our RE colleagues, to identify and highlight Ofsted's attitudes to RE provision in inspections, 
and to push through the RE Commission recommendations. 

(LO arrived at 4:15 pm) 

LO asked if we still pushing for the inclusion of RE in the EBac – JD answered that this wasn’t 
really happening any more. Jo Hachani (JH) asked if RE is possibly too old fashioned for 
today's children because the agenda is pushed by white middle class males? JD mentioned 
schools that had renamed / remarketed RE as e.g. ethical issues or philosophy. Alex Howard 
(AH) said that it chimed with his experience with secular RE teachers saying that selling the 
subject is difficult as it's "too churchy". KS noted that there was also some experience of 
atheist / agnostic children saying their views weren't being represented. MS confirmed that 
the point system killed the short course and that the new specification is not engaging 
people - RE was always a favourite subject until the new specification came in, and we need 
to address this and re-engage with the ethical issues.  

JA reminded us that she'd taken this to cabinet and reminded the cabinet members that 
they should be looking at this in schools. LO noted that we should be getting the right 
language to the children earlier. JA thanked JD for her interesting and stimulating talk on 
behalf of the SACRE. 

Action: Jill Dickinson will pass her email address to interested members of the group. 

 

3 Improving RE in S Glos Secondary schools: update and discussion 

JA explained this item and its circulated papers, and then asked the SACRE for comments. KS 
noted that secondary school expertise from Jill Dickenson will now be offered from the 
Diocese / SACRE on request by schools.  

AH asked that his extra paragraph, which had been circulated by email, should be inserted in 
our letter to heads of secondary schools, which aimed something to the effect that the 
concept of RE should be made more attractive to busy head teachers. 

Action: AH will send this wording later to AR for inclusion in the letter. 

LO said we could expand on this by selling RE as a way to expand literacy. Nassir asked, is 
this letter going to have the effect we want with schools? Could we ask for the schools for 
details of their curricula to make the letter seem less possibly confrontational? LO said that 
it will either go in the bin or go to the heads of RS so we should copy it to both. NT said 



Andrew Best has pre-warned heads of academies that this letter will be coming.  

There was more general discussion by the SACRE on how to engage well to get the 
information we require from secondary schools.  

Action: suggestions for changes to letter wording will be taken back to Andrew Best by 
AR/KS. 

 
4 Improving RE in S Glos Primary schools  

KS noted that the bid to Culham is a proposal drawn up in consultation with Andrew Best. 
KS emphasised that the Diocese features heavily in the proposal because it has the 
necessary qualifications to receive the money as a formal charity, but the bid is definitely 
about encouraging and investing in the SG RE Hub structure. The first paragraph is about 
work to be done by SACRE, rather than by the Diocese.  

AH suggested deleting two particular sentences to make the proposal seem less "churchy". 
KS responded that some information needed to be in there as it the Diocese had been asked 
to describe their core purpose of the diocese as the people officially applying for the 
money. AH suggested orientating this statement to be more aligned to the purpose of the 
SACRE, rather than just the Diocese, as he felt we needed to emphasise our values of 
diversity, inclusivity and a promoting a variety of world views. LO suggested a point where 
this could be inserted.  

AH also suggested an extra point about the alliance of the Diocese with our SACRE with our 
strong interest in diversity and quality of education. KS noted that the Church of England 
had become the biggest provider of advice and support to SACREs.  

The proposal was generally agreed by the SACRE, subject to the suggestions made above. 

With regards to the primary proposal, Ruth Wallace (RW) suggested that we emphasise 
focusing on four or five new schools, as the original aim of the WIRE award was to increase 
RE provision in less participating schools.  

LO said we need to look at promotion to NQTs and in other teacher training avenues. JH 
noted that when the Ofsted stick is waved at primary schools, they will tend to take up 
training offers. RW noted that primary schools are starting to be part of academies and that 
this may have a similar effect as to the RE provision in secondary academies.  

Action: NT to let us know which primaries are academies.  

KS suggested getting our own data on RE specialists rather than relying on Integra.  

Action: AR to ask Chris Selway for his database of RE contacts in schools 

Nassir suggested WIRE awards involve both new and experienced WIRE students. JA noted 
how well the children had taught their parents what they had learned at a food and religion 
event.  

 

    5 WIRE award ‘Gold’ proposals 

KS laid out the proposed criteria for the Gold WIRE award. Ben Stokes then suggested some 



clarification on the selection of criteria, and there was some general discussion among the 
SACRE on the community aspects of the criteria.  

NT raised a concern that schools could be a bit tokenistic in their coverage of the criteria. 
RW suggested that we ask for evidence of the WIRE’s impact on the school’s long lasting RE 
planning. MS asked why we were avoiding the issue of spirituality - secondary schools want 
this as much as faith schools as spirituality is common to all people, underpinning all faiths 
and none. AH agreed and also noted how difficult it was to analyse this in a practical way 
and that maybe we should ask schools to provide some comment of their own?  

Action: KS to work with AR to include this on the paperwork.  

JS noted that the list of criteria weren't necessarily equally challenging - should we have a 
points system instead? KS noted the quality of the evidence submitted so far. 

(JH left at 5:30) 

JA asked for next steps - can we launch this at the next Teachers' Conference? Iris Segal 
noted that other WIRE awards had been taken and slightly expanded, and we should 
whether it had impacted the school community, wider community etc.? 

 

6 Annual SACRE RE conference 
 
This will be on Friday 31st January 2020. SACRE members can attend free. 
 
Action:  HW to circulate Conference Flyer when received from KS. 
 

7 Advisers report – update on activity and money spent to date  
 
There were no comments by the SACRE on this meeting’s Adviser’s Report. 
 
JA closed the meeting at 17:40 and thanked the SACRE members for attending. 
 
Dates of Meetings – 2019/20 
 
Thursday 26th March – 1.30pm – 3.30pm Venue TBC (Christian Fellowships and Quaker 
Meeting Houses were among the suggested options. 
 
Thursday 2nd July 4-6pm: St Michael’s Church of England Primary, Winterbourne 
(Malcolm Strange to talk about Church work in local schools in the area) 

  
 


