
Inspiring women

To celebrate the achievements of women in South Gloucestershire 
over the last 100 years, we are highlighting their stories to illustrate the 
opportunities that have opened up to women since 1918. 

The Representation of the People Act 1918 allowed some women to vote for 
the first time. Did the women’s suffrage movement gain the vote? Was it the 
valuable contribution which women made towards the war effort in the  
First World War that brought about this momentous step towards equality?  
All women gained the vote in 1928.

What is clear is that, over the last 100 years, there have been many women who led 
remarkable lives and who paved the way for those that followed. Hundreds of poorly paid 
working women attended meetings to hear the suffragettes speak at local rallies. Before 
1944, teachers had to give up their jobs if they married. Without a guarantor women could 
not get a mortgage before the 1970s. Women participating in the #metoo and #timesup 
campaigns are demanding respect. 

The challenge now is to ensure that full equality is achieved and sustained for all women 
in future, both in the home and in every day life. 

Thank you to all those who have contributed to the  
Inspiring Women project and exhibition. 

This project was made possible by the money raised  
by the National Lottery players.

Engine fitting on Bristol Beauforts  
in Filton’s Rodney Works, 1942.
Reproduced under licence from and  
courtesy of BAE SYSTEMS

The Legacy of the First World War  
in South Gloucestershire

For more information on  
inspiring women go to:  
www.southglos.gov.uk/ 
inspiringwomen

Georgiana Budgett OBE (1866 – 1944)
Born in Winterbourne, Georgiana was known as the 
soldier’s ‘Fairy Godmother’. She heard about the 
terrible conditions and insufficient food in a German 
prisoner of war camp. As Secretary of the local Red 
Cross, Georgiana reportedly inaugurated Red Cross 
parcels for prisoners of war. 

Source: Bristol Library Services,  
Ref No BLS B248 Vol 1 - 045

Source: Bristol Evening Post,  
27 February 1941 

Clarissa Wheeler (née Hobbs)  
As Company Nursing Sister, Clarissa led Parnall 
Aircraft’s First Aid operation after the Air Raid in Yate 
on Thursday 27th February 1941. The raid killed 55 
people. Clarissa managed to take charge and treat 
90 casualties even though she had been buried in 
the debris. 

Courage calls to courage everywhere.
Millicent Fawcett, President of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies 1907 – 1919



TIMELINE
1918 1928 1958 1979 2014

Representation of the 
Peoples Act allowed 
some women to vote 
for the first time.

All women in Britain 
gained the vote and 
electoral equality.

The Life Peerages Act 
entitled women to sit 
in the House of Lords.

Margaret Thatcher 
became first female 
Prime Minister.

Nicola Sturgeon 
became first female 
First Minister of 
Scotland.

Inspiring women

Mary Blathwayt (1879 – 1962)  
Mary’s family were the Blathwayts from Dyrham 
Park, South Gloucestershire. An active member of 
the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU), 
she worked closely with leader, Annie Kenny, in the 
South West. In 1912, when the campaign became 
violent, she resigned from the WSPU but remained 
a member of National Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies. (NUWSS). 

Pat Apps  
After being a teacher and a school governor, Pat 
became a Labour South Gloucestershire Councillor 
from 2003 to 2007 and 2011 to 2015. She chaired 
council committees, Connecting Kingswood and The 
Over 50s Forum. 

Pat led the development of a mobile youth facility for 
disengaged young people, the Kingswood Bus Project. 

Heather Goddard  
Heather was a teacher and a school governor. 
She was a Conservative District Councillor on two 
Councils for 32 years. At South Gloucestershire 
Council, Heather was Cabinet member for 
Communities and Development of Strategic 
Partnerships and External Affairs. Heather has a 
real passion to get involved to make a difference 
to local people. 

© Bath Preservation Society 

© South Gloucestershire Council 

© South Gloucestershire Council 

in local politics

Gladys Nelson (née Anstee) (1910 – 2008)  
Gladys, a Liberal, was a member of Yate Parish Council 
1964 – 1973 and Yate Town Council up to 1999, until 
she was 89. Dedicated to Yate, she was involved with 
major projects: saving Poole Court; establishing Yate 
Heritage Centre; the re-opening of Yate Station.  
Gladys was an active  
and respected  
campaigner in the 
community.  © Gazette Series: Yate and District Heritage Centre 

 

Mary Blathwayt describing a NUWSS rally in Bristol 

A suffragette meeting circa 1908. Emmeline 
Pethick-Lawrence and Emmeline Pankhurst 
stand in the centre of the platform.

Elsie had her lip hit and it bled. I was hit by potatoes, stones, turf 
and dust … someone threw a big stone as big as a baby’s head. 

For more information on  
inspiring women go to:  
www.southglos.gov.uk/ 
inspiringwomen



Inspiring women

TIMELINE
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Sex Disqualification 
(Removal) Act was 
the first piece of 
equal opportunities 
legislation and 
enabled women to join 
the professions.

National Service 
Act allowed for 
conscription of 
unmarried women (20 
- 30) and later, married 
women up to 43, unless 
with young children.

Sex Discrimination 
Act made it illegal to 
discriminate against 
women in work, 
education or training.

Major General Susan 
Ridge became the first 
female Senior Officer 
in the British Army. 

Baroness Hale of 
Richmond became  
the first female 
president of the UK 
Supreme Court. 

Ethel Gale (1885 – 1959) 
Ethel served in the munitions factories as a 
member of the Women Police Service during  
the First World War and the Bath City Police.  
She joined the Gloucestershire Constabulary  
and became the first female sergeant.

The Right Reverend Rachel Treweek,  
Bishop of Gloucester  
After ordination in 1994, Rachel spent some years in 
parish ministry. She was appointed as Archdeacon of 
Northholt and later, Hackney. In 2015, Bishop Rachel 
was the first female diocesan bishop appointed in 
the Church of England and the first female bishop 
in the House of Lords. Her diocese extends across 
Gloucestershire and 
includes most of South 
Gloucestershire.

Amanda Deeks OBE 
Amanda moved to South Gloucestershire Council 
in 2001 and became Chief Executive in 2004. The 
Council is a mixed urban and rural unitary authority 
with over 7,000 staff and a net budget of £216.9m. 

Amanda leads South Gloucestershire’s involvement in 
the new West of England Combined Authority and the 
West of England Local Enterprise Partnership. 

Rosie Phillips  
Rosie is Founder and CEO of the charity Developing 
Health & Independence (DHI). Founded in 1999, 
DHI bridges the gap between homelessness and 
addiction, and turns around the lives of 5,000 people 
annually. DHI has provided South Gloucestershire 
Council’s drug and alcohol support services since 
2005. Rosie is also a trustee of the local Council for 
Voluntary Service. 

in public service

© Gloucestershire Police Archives 
 

© Diocese of Gloucester 

Reproduced with permission of Joe Rayment, Developing 
Health and Independence. 

© South Gloucestershire Council 

New Mayor and past Chairs at Poole Court,  
Yate Town Council
© Yate Heritage Centre

Police Constables, Holland House, 
Cheltenham in 1928. Ethel Gale seated left.

Michelle Obama

For more information on  
inspiring women go to:  
www.southglos.gov.uk/ 
inspiringwomen

As women we must stand up for ourselves. As women we much 
stand up for each other. As women we must stand up for justice. 



Inspiring women
for social justice

TIMELINE
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The Law of Property 
Act allowed both 
husband and wife 
to inherit property 
equally.

Education Act made 
secondary school free, 
raises school leaving 
age to 15. Teachers 
could marry without 
giving up their job.

Race Relations 
Act made it illegal 
to discriminate 
because of race, 
colour, nationality 
or ethnic grounds 
in employment and 
education. 

The Disability 
Discrimination Act  
set out to promote and 
protect the rights of 
people with a disability.

#reclaimtheinternet 
was established to 
tackle misogyny and 
sexism on line.

Sue Anna Elizabeth Liebow (1956 – 2015)  
Sue was a teacher in Further Education and was 
active in a number of South Gloucestershire 
disability groups earlier in this decade. Sue  
co-founded Photographers with Disablilities, Yate. 
She joined the South Gloucestershire Disability 
Equality Network committee in March 2013, 
becoming Chair by August. 

Aaliyah Hussain 
Living in South Gloucestershire, Aaliyah is a second 
generation British Muslim woman with roots in three 
Commonwealth countries. Her organisation, WeRise 
(Women Empowered against Racism, Injustice, 
Sexism and Extremism) works to increase cross-
cultural understanding through advocacy, training and 
community engagement. She is a powerful leading 
voice in the relationship between Islam, feminism and 
social justice. 

Alex Raikes, MBE  
Alex is Strategic Director of Stand Against Racism and 
Inequality and has worked for SARI for 27 years. She 
is passionate about breaking down barriers between 
people so we can live side by side, peacefully, happily 
and without conflict. She is an innovative, dynamic, 
committed facilitator and service co-ordinator known 
for her work against hate crime. 

Primrose Granville  
Primrose is a tireless community champion for many 
issues close to her heart including race equality,  
human rights, health and wellbeing and disability  
rights. Primrose lives in South Gloucestershire. She is 
an inspiring, award winning broadcast journalist  
with shows on three 
radio stations, BBC 
South West, BCFM  
and Ujima. Reproduced with permission of Primrose Granville 

Reproduced with permission of William Liebow  

Reproduced with permission of Alex Raike 

Reproduced with permission of Aaliyah Hussain 

User, Yate Peer Support Group, West of England Centre for Inclusive Living (WECIL), about Sue Liebow

For more information on  
inspiring women go to:  
www.southglos.gov.uk/ 
inspiringwomen

People who may have seemed worn down by the struggles of 
day to day life would leave inspired to take on new challenges 
after a couple of hours in Sue’s company.



Inspiring women
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Dorothy Wrinch 
co-founded the 
Biotheoretical 
Gathering, studying 
the precursor to the 
DNA double Helix.

Caroline Haslett 
became President 
of the Women’s 
Engineering Society 
and co-founder of the 
Electrical Association 
for Women, whose 
slogan was: 
Emancipation from 
drudgery.

The Contraception Pill 
became available on 
NHS giving women 
unprecedented control 
over their fertility.  
This generated an 
enormous social 
impact.

Dorothy Hodgkins 
won the Nobel Prize 
in Chemistry for 
her work on x-ray 
crystallography.

Joyce Bell Burnell 
DBE, an astrophysicist 
who discovered the 
first four pulsars, 
became the first 
female President of 
the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh.

Janet Tolman ( – 2003)  
Janet Tolman has the distinction of having been, not 
only the first woman manager at Rolls-Royce Bristol, 
but the first female Senior Manager. She managed the 
crucial Design Services Department which provided 
printing, photographics, translation, typing and 
administration. Janet was considered to have excellent 
judgment, organisational skills and the ability to handle 
all levels of personnel. 

Betty Morgan  
Using her secretarial and accounting skills, Betty worked 
for the Chief Engineer at Imperial Chemical Industries 
(ICI). In 1961 she joined the British Aircraft Corporation’s 
offices at Pall Mall, becoming secretary to the Vice 
Chairman of British Aircraft Corporation. On her return 
to Filton, Betty volunteered with Bristol Aero Collection 
Trust at Kemble and 
now volunteers at the 
new Aerospace Bristol 
museum. 

Emma Robertson 
Emma, from South Gloucestershire, works at 
Renishaw as an Industrial Design Engineer. She is 
passionate about getting young people interested in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths), 
especially young women. As a STEM Ambassador 
across South Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire and 
Bristol, she aims to inspire more people to consider 
a career in engineering.

Meriel James  
In 1964, Meriel James started as a bilingual secretary with 
the Concorde project with France.  She worked with the 
Chief pilot for three years. Foreign partner companies 
wrote in their own language. As Head Translator at 
Rolls-Royce, and then Translation/Technical Library 
Manager, she had a good knowledge of the workings of 
jet engines due to working with engineers. 

Janet Tolman, centre © Rolls-Royce. Loaned by John Harris  
 

Reproduced with permission of Betty Morgan 

Reproduced with permission of Meriel James 

Reproduced with permission from Emma Robertson 
 

Emma Robertson with Bloodhound 

Industry and Science, Technology,  
Engineering and Mathematics

For more information on  
inspiring women go to:  
www.southglos.gov.uk/ 
inspiringwomen

Marie Curie, Physicist and Chemist

Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is 
the time to understand more so that we fear less.  



Inspiring women
in sports

Rose Douglas (1913 – 2000)  
Rose was the daughter of William Douglas of 
Kingswood whose company manufactured 
Douglas motorbikes. Rose, with her sister Irene 
and cousin Margaret, successfully rode in 
motorbike competitions in a male dominated 
sport. This promoted Douglas bikes as reliable 
and as winners.

Dr Elizabeth Ann Trotman MBE (1952 – 1997)  
Ann, from South Gloucestershire, won 3 silver and 
1 bronze medal in the 1984 Paralympics. In the 1988 
Paralympics, she won four bronze medals. Ann was 
awarded the women’s special gold medal for her role 
in the 1988 International Co-ordinating Committee 
of the games and in 
recognition of her 
outstanding service  
to disability sport. 

Hannah Cushley 
Hannah is the owner of Fitmums in Yate and has 
17 years of experience in the fitness industry. She 
started Fitmums when her youngest daughter was 
just nine months old. Hannah found that there was a 
lack of specialist fitness classes where mums could 
bring their babies to class with them and get correct 
advice regarding pre and post-natal training. 

Karen Butler 
Karen grew up in Little Stoke attending Filton High 
School. She competed in her first Paralympics in 
1992 after taking up the air rifle only 18 months 
before. Karen went on to compete in four Olympic 
Games: Atlanta, Sydney, London and Rio. Karen is  
an Assistant Guide Leader with 1st Stoke Gifford 
Guides.

© Kingswood Heritage Museum 
 

© John Trotman 

© onEdition 2016 

Reproduced with permission of Hannah Cushley, Fitmums 

Women’s hockey team
Photo: TeamGB.com

TIMELINE
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Dorothy Tyler MBE 
won a Silver Olympic 
medal in the high 
jump. She was the first 
British woman to win 
an athletics medal.

The Women’s Football 
Association was 
formed.

Mary Rand MBE 
became the first British 
female to win an 
Olympic gold medal in 
track and field.

Felicity Ashton 
became the first 
person to ski alone 
across the Antarctic 
land mass using 
muscle power. She was 
the first British woman 
to cross the Antarctic 
land mass alone.

Laura Kenny (née 
Trott), cycling 
champion, became the 
first British woman to 
win three Olympic  
gold medals at Rio.

For more information on  
inspiring women go to:  
www.southglos.gov.uk/ 
inspiringwomen

Angela Ruggiero, Ice Hockey Olympian

Girls now have a chance to look up and see women playing football, netball, 
softball and hockey and know that they can win a gold medal too.
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Virginia Wolfe 
published A Room of 
One’s Own.

Barbara Hepworth 
moved into the Trewyn 
Studios in St Ives and 
co-founded Penwith 
Society of Arts.

Darcey Bussell was 
promoted to principal 
dancer of the Royal 
Ballet at 20 years old.

Ann Fine was the 
first female Children’s 
Laureate.

Carol Ann Duffy was 
appointed first female 
Poet Laureate after 
378 years of men in 
the role. 

Inspiring women
in culture

Margaret Lovell D.Litt(Hon) DipFA(Lond) FRBS RWA  
Margaret Lovell is an award-winning sculptor from 
Hanham. Following her training at Slade School of 
Art in London and an Italian scholarship in Florence, 
Margaret exhibited across the UK, Europe, USA and 
New Zealand. Her works are largely in bronze and 
vary in size from miniature to monumental.

Jackie Sims  
Founder of Filton Community History Group, Jackie has 
been a heritage champion for over 25 years. Jackie 
volunteered for five years at the Bristol Aero  
Collection, editing many oral history books, 
initiating the ‘BAC 100’ centenary and contributing 
to Aerospace, Bristol. 
Jackie’s work for  
heritage is an  
outstanding legacy. 

Romy Hardeep Gill MBE  
British-Indian chef, food writer, TV presenter and 
Thornbury restaurant owner, Romy, imaginatively 
blends new ingredients with traditional ones. Romy 
was a judge on BBC Radio 4’s Food and Farming 
Awards and Celebrity MasterChef and featuring  
on BBC Woman’s Hour, BBC Asian Network and  
5 Live.

Jekka McVicar  
Jekka moved to Alveston in 1987 and gradually 
created a world famous organic herb farm. Jekka has 
62 RHS Gold Medals, 14 from Chelsea. Her Complete 
Herb Book has sold over a million copies. As Vice 
President of the RHS Council, she is one of the few 
women to hold their prestigious Victoria Medal of 
Honour. 

Reproduced with permission of Margaret Lovell.  
www.margaretlovell.co.uk 

© Jane Tozer 

© Pete Axford 

Photographer: Kirsty Young 
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Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

Culture does not make people. People make culture. If it is true that 
the full humanity of women is not our culture, then we can and 
must make it our culture.

Author J. K. Rowling from Yate, best known 
for writing the Harry Potter fantasy series. 
Photo: Wikimedia Commons.


