
 

12 top tips to stay safe this festive 

period 
Here are South Gloucestershire Council’s top 12 tips for staying safe 

this festive season. 

1. Stay safe when doing your Christmas shopping 

If you’re heading into town to shop, remember to pack your face covering, as it’s now 
compulsory to wear one inside shops. Many local retailers are practising good hygiene by 
providing hand sanitiser, so use this too.  

Please also be respectful to staff – always, but especially during these busy times. Visit 

South Gloucestershire Council’s website for Local support for residents  

Keep all personal belongings in a bag that is properly sealed and where possible disguise 
shopping in unrelated shopping bags. 

2. Enjoy local outdoor activities 

There are lots of exciting events happening this month. Government Guidance explains that 
meeting outside is safer than indoors, however if you do meet up inside the more fresh air 
you let in can make a significant difference.  

Please find Government guidance here: Coronavirus: how to stay safe and help prevent the 
spread - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/local-support-for-residents/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do


 

3. Understand both how much alcohol you are having and 
how much you should have  

Drinking more than the daily recommended amount can increase your risk of accident or 
injury or susceptibility to crimes being committed against you. 
 
Opt for low-alcoholic drinks, drink water in between to limit the amount of alcohol intake. 
Drink non-alcoholic drinks as well as alcoholic drinks 

4. Don’t Drink and Drive 

• Plan how you are going to get home before you go out.  
• Decide with friends who will be the designated driver.  
• Make sure you save enough money for a taxi home.  
• Use public transport.  
• Even small amounts of alcohol can affect your ability to drive. The advice from the 

police is clear: Avoid alcohol altogether if you plan to drive! 

5. Don’t make your home a shop window 

Don’t leave presents or valuables in view, close curtains when it is dark and lock doors and 
windows even when you are home  

6. Don’t make your home attractive 

Deter burglars by using a light on a timer switch, leave a lamp on, or invest in a cost-
effective crime reduction product.  

7. Be aware of ice on your car 

If you car has iced over do not leave it running whilst you try to stay warm inside and do not 
drive if the you can not see out of the windows properly.  

8. Be cautious of social media 

Be mindful of what you are posting on social media. Do not Publish your whereabouts or 
expensive presents you receive. 

9. Firework Safety 

• Fireworks should not be set off by anyone under the age of 18. 
If you have consumed alcohol do not set off fireworks.  



• Ensure all spectators are standing well back from the fireworks. 

• Always supervise children around fireworks. 

• Take extra care of pets.  

• Don’t set off fireworks between 11pm and 7am as it is against the law. The only 
exceptions are on Bonfire night, before Midnight and Diwali, New Year’s Eve and 
Chinese New Year by 1am. 

10. Festive/ New Year’s Parties 

If you are having a party, please ensure make neighbours aware beforehand and ensure the 
noise levels are kept to a minimum.  
Ensure you are respecting your neighbours and ensure all guests at the party act in the same 
manner.  

11. Please report all incidents of ASB to your local Police 
department, and/or Local Council 

This can be done by reporting to the Police on:  
Emergencies: 999 
Non emergencies: 101 
 
South Gloucestershire Council: 
Email: asbreporting@southglos.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01454 868582 

Please note the ASB reporting inbox will not be monitored on public holidays or weekends 
 

12. Don’t forget – help is here 

The festive season can be a hard time for many, so check in on friends and family, and 
access local and national support lines if you are struggling. South Gloucestershire Council’s 
online Local support for residents website can help with a range of issues from finance to 
health.  

Most of all, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

mailto:asbreporting@southglos.gov.uk
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/local-support-for-residents/

