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WELCOME TO THE EARLY YEARS TRAINING AND SUPPORT HANDBOOK 

 

Many of you have told us how useful you have found the Early Years Handbook in helping you plan your 

own professional development and in accessing support from the team.  In this handbook you will find 

courses, training and support for the whole of 2020.  

 

Organised under the following key headings, within each section courses delivered by the Early Years 

Team are listed in chronological order to enable you to plan your training for the whole year. We hope 

you will find it easy to navigate and to find the type of support you would like or need: 

 

 Networks 

 Leadership and Management 

 Childminding Support 

 Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs and Disability 

 Supporting Children’s Learning 

 Forest Schools 

 Outdoor Learning 

 E-learning on the VLE 

 

All courses are bookable through the Learning and Development Services website: 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

Under each of the sections in this handbook here are some key things to look out for: 

 
Look out for this logo which indicates an activity, service or training is funded by the Local 

Authority Early Years Team and therefore does not incur a charge for Ofsted registered South 

Gloucestershire settings. 

 

This logo indicates that the course does have a charge.  For courses that do have a charge, 

payment should be made through the South Gloucestershire website.  All major credit and 

debit cards are accepted.  Go to the website www.southglos.gov.uk and click on PAY. Scroll 

down to Other/general invoices and then select Other Payments.  You will then see an option 

to choose Early Years Training. Select your course from the drop down list and follow the  

      instructions for payment. Payment must be made at time of booking to secure your place. 

Welcome to the Early Years  

Training and Support Handbook 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/
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You will notice this symbol on some of the adverts in this publication.  This means that the course 

advertised is a repeat of a course previously run.  If you have previously attended a course with 

the same title you should not book onto it again as the course content will be the same. 

 

 This orange logo relates to e-learning courses available on the VLE.  These courses are currently    

 free of charge to Ofsted registered South Gloucestershire childminders and settings.  You will 

 find them in Learning Spaces. 

 

 

SUPPORT FROM THE EARLY YEARS TEAM 

 
This part of each section will detail the support which early years practitioners in South Gloucestershire 

can access from the team and whether this is centrally funded or incurs a charge. 
 

THE VLE 

 
Each section also contains details of information which can be found on the VLE to support this aspect of 

EYFS provision.  The VLE will continue to grow as the year progresses, so it is worth checking it regularly 

for updates. 

 

This handbook is available on the VLE in the ‘Early Years Providers’ area under ‘Training’ and on the 

South Gloucestershire Council website at www.southglos.gov.uk/earlyyearstraining 

 

We hope you are inspired to join us in exploring new learning or in refreshing your knowledge through 

our engaging and thought provoking training sessions and the wider support. 

 

On behalf of the Early Years Team, we look forward to welcoming and working with you again in 2020.  
 

 

Rachel Webb 

Senior Education Adviser (Early Years Manager) 
 

 

Ref: EY-1-106-19 

 

If you would like to give your views on this Early Years Training and Support offer, or this handbook in 

particular, please email earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

  

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/earlyyearstraining
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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South Gloucestershire delegates can book onto our face to face training courses 
through our online training booking system.  Non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
should email earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk to request a place. 
 

 

NO-SHOW POLICY 

It is important to note that the majority of our early years courses are subject to a ‘no-show’ policy.  Payments 

made for chargeable courses are non-refundable unless cancellation is received at least five working days prior 

to the start of the course.  For centrally funded courses, if a delegate fails to attend, or fails to cancel at least five 

working days prior to the start of the course, the setting will be invoiced for a no-show charge – this charge will 

be £30 if the course is 3 hours or less, or £50 if the course is more than 3 hours. 

By booking on to any course directly run by the Early Years Team there is an assumption that you accept the 

terms and conditions of the no-show policy 

 

EARLY YEARS TRAINING ROOM  

We will be moving out of the Early Years Training Room at Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) in 

2020 as the school prepares to receive its next intake of children.  Where training adverts state “Venue to be 

advised” we will update the online training booking system with the new venue once known, so check the 

booking system for the latest information.   

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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WHO’S WHO IN THE EARLY YEARS TEAM 
 

EARLY YEARS MANAGEMENT TEAM 

RACHEL WEBB – Senior Education Adviser (Early Years) 
Email: rachel.webb@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863359 
LAURA GALLOP – Education Adviser Early Years (Team Manager) (joining the team January 2020) 
Email: laura.gallop@southglos.gov.uk   01454 868379 
CLAIRE PERRY – Education Adviser Early Years (Team Manager) 
Email: claire.perry@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863665 
PAULA YOUNG – Education Adviser Early Years (Team Manager) 
Email: paula.young@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863360 

 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

ANNA BULL – Senior Setting Business Development Assistant 

Email: anna.bull@southglos.gov.uk     01454 868674 

CHRIS SPITTLE – Senior Setting Business Development Assistant 

Email: chris.spittle@southglos.gov.uk     01454 868118 

ALAINE PAGE – Setting Business Development Assistant 

Email: alaine.page@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863355 

 

SETTING SUPPORT TEAM 

SIMONE BARNES – Setting Support Officer 

Email: simone.barnes@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864912 

JANE GULLIVER – Setting Support Officer 

Email: jane.gulliver@southglos.gov.uk    01454 863320 

LINDA HARVEY – Setting Support Officer 

Email: linda.harvey@southglos.gov.uk     01454 868172 

JACQUI LEWIS – Setting Support Officer 

Email: jacqui.lewis@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863318 

CLAIRE LUGG – Setting Support Officer (P/T) (on Maternity leave) 

Email: claire.lugg@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864913 

JULIE MARKS – Setting Support Officer   

Email: julie.marks@southglos.gov.uk     01454 868173 

SINEAD McBRIDE – Setting Support Officer (P/T)  

Email: Sinead.mcbride@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864904 

KAREN NORTON – Setting Support Officer 

Email: karen.norton@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863479 

HELEN POOLE – Setting Support Officer 

Email: helen.poole@southglos.gov.uk     01454 864344 

 

EARLY INTERVENTION TEAM 

EMMA DANDO – Early Intervention Officer   

Email: emma.dando2@southglos.gov.uk   01454 864314 

JAYNE EVANS – Early Intervention Officer 

Email: jayne.evans@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863361 

DEBBY HYDE – Early Intervention Officer (P/T) 

Email: debbie.hyde@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863811 

LIZ JARDINE – Early Intervention Officer (P/T) 

Email: liz.jardine@southglos.gov.uk     01454 863877 

VICKY PIPER – Early Intervention Officer (P/T)  

Email: vicky.piper@southglos.gov.uk     01454 864417 

mailto:rachel.webb@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:laura.gallop@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:claire.perry@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:paula.young@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:anna.bull@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:chris.spittle@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:alaine.page@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:simone.barnes@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:jane.gulliver@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:linda.harvey@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:jacqui.lewis@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:claire.lugg@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:julie.marks@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:Sinead.mcbride@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:karen.norton@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:helen.poole@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:emma.dando2@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:jayne.evans@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:debbie.hyde@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:liz.jardine@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:vicky.piper@southglos.gov.uk
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THE VLE: Leading Learning for Early Years in South Gloucestershire 
 

The vast majority of our readers will now be familiar with the VLE. This secure, online resource centre is available 

to Ofsted registered private, voluntary and independent early years settings, including childminders.  It is also 

available to all South Gloucestershire schools (including academies) that have Reception/Year 1 staff. 

 

Have you logged onto the VLE lately?  In the past year we have made some significant changes including setting 

up separate areas Early Years Providers and for Schools. We have created some informative websites making 

documents easier to find. 

 

Have you noticed the Search facility on your Home 

page? Just type in a key word or two to help you find 

the document you are looking for.  Other features 

include: 

 

The Early Years Blog 

Every time we upload new information onto the VLE 

we include a message on the blog, so make a point of 

viewing it every week to keep yourself up to date with 

anything new. 

 

E-learning 

We offer a large selection of easy to access e-learning 

courses.  New courses are being written and added regularly and full details can be found within this directory in 

the e-learning section.  Since introducing these courses 96% of users have said that our courses were easy to 

follow, with 89% rating them ‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’.  These courses are available to all users automatically.  You will 

find them in Learning Spaces. 

 

Learning Spaces 

As well as housing all of our e-learning courses, in some cases we will open up a Learning Space when you attend 

a face to face training session – your tutor will tell you if your course will have a Learning Space.  Learning Spaces 

store additional information only available to those who have attended the course or are part of the research 

project.  We have opened up a Learning Space for ‘VLE - How to guides’ which you will automatically have access 

to so take a look and explore. 

 

My Files 

This is a private area where you can create and securely store your own documents.  Within your My Files area 
you will find your Locker where you can upload applications for the Inclusion Fund.   
 
IMPORTANT: If you have shared your VLE password with your staff, remember to change the password whenever 
a staff member leaves your setting, so that any confidential information you upload remains secure. 
 

Still nervous about using the VLE? 

We recommend that you view our tutorial “Making the Most of the VLE” which can be found under Learning 
Spaces.  Once you have viewed this, if you still need help with finding your way around the VLE contact the Early 
Years team and we will try to help you further.  We may even be able to come out to your setting to guide you 
through it. 

 

If you haven’t already signed up to the VLE, or have mislaid your log in 

details, please email: earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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Networks 

https://get.pxhere.com/photo/achievement-african-descent-agreement-arms-asian-business-caucasian-celebration-cheerful-closeup-collaboration-colleague-cooperation-diverse-european-expression-friends-friendship-group-hands-hands-stacks-help-helping-hands-meeting-office-partnership-people-power-side-view-stacked-hands-stacking-hands-startup-success-support-team-team-building-teamwork-together-togetherness-trust-unity-watch-westerner-work-workplace-workspace-hand-finger-nail-arm-thumb-wrist-1438949.jpg


NETWORKS 
 

10 
 

 
 

NETWORKS 
 

Networks have been established to provide practitioners with a range of opportunities to share and discuss 

current local and national developments in early years. They are a key avenue for the Local Authority to share and 

disseminate information to early years practitioners. See the network information which follows for full 

descriptions of each network. 

 

The following networks will support leaders of all levels to deepen their understanding and to keep up to date on 

current developments in Early Years.  

 Leadership and Management Network  

 Committee Support Network  

 Childminder Network  

 Baby Room Network 

 Disadvantaged Groups Network 

 Early Intervention Network 

 Network for Practitioners working with Two Year Olds 

 Pre-school Room Network 

 

WHAT PRACTITIONERS HAVE SAID ABOUT OUR NETWORKS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Networks 

Good to hear 

others’ comments. 

Lots of useful 

information. 
 



NETWORKS 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for leaders 
and managers of pre-schools 
and nurseries. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the impact on 
settings of national and local 
initiatives. 
 
To provide an opportunity for 
professional discussions. 
 
To explore ideas and 
solutions to issues shared 
within the sector. 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Are you up to date with local and national information relevant to early 
years?  Come and join other leaders and managers for a meeting which 
will provide an opportunity to receive and share information.  Sessions are 
structured to draw on research to facilitate and encourage professional 
discussion and dialogue.  Subjects discussed will reflect national and local 
updates, consultations or imminent changes.  Across the year a variety of 
topics will be explored and the network will be responsive to your needs 
so please bring your ideas. 
 
“Leaders ensure that they and practitioners receive focused and highly 
effective professional development…”  

Leadership and management grade descriptor for Outstanding 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 10th March 2020 9.30am – 11.30am  OR 
Wednesday 11th March 2020 6.30pm – 8.30pm OR 
Thursday 12th March 2020 1.00pm – 3.00pm 
Venue: Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Tuesday 16th June 2020  9.30 – 11.30am  OR 
Wednesday 17th June 2020 1.00pm – 3.00pm OR 
Thursday 18th June 2020 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Venue to be advised 
 
Tuesday 20th October 2020 9.30am – 11.30am OR 
Wednesday 21st October 2020 1.00pm – 3.00pm OR 
Thursday 22nd October 2020 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Leadership and 

Management Network 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is aimed at new 
Officers of a Committee and 
also at more experienced 
Officers who would like to 
network with committee 
members from other settings 
to share experiences and 
best practice. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To provide an opportunity to 
network and discuss common 
issues and concerns. 
 
To identify support available 
to committee members. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
As an Officer of the Committee, do you fully understand the roles and 
responsibilities of a voluntary organisation?  Do you know about the VLE 
and the information available to you? Are you confident that you can 
recruit replacements when your time as a Committee Officer is up?   
 

This support network is an informal opportunity for Officers of the 
Committee to get together and network with others in a similar role, to 
learn from each other’s experiences, to discuss common issues, and to 
start to plan for future succession. 
 
“Those with oversight or governance understand their role and carry this 
out effectively. They have a clear vision and strategy and hold senior 
leaders to account for the quality of care and education. They ensure that 
resources are managed sustainably, effectively and efficiently.” 

Ofsted Grade Descriptor for Good grading 
 

Managers and leaders of committee run settings:  This network is 
essential for your committee members to attend. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 4th February 2020  10.00am – 11.30am   
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
Wednesday 11th March 2020  1.00pm – 2.30pm  
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
Monday 18th May 2020   10.00am – 11.30am  
Badminton Road Council Offices, Yate 
Tuesday 7th July 2020   1.00pm – 2.30pm  
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Years Business Development Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Committee Network 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for Ofsted 
registered childminders in 
South Gloucestershire, both 
new to the role and 
experienced, who would like 
to join with other 
childminders to explore 
focused topics to gain further 
understanding of this in 
practice. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To hold professional dialogue 
around practice on a focused 
topic. 
 
To network and support 
colleagues in developing 
knowledge and skills. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is an opportunity for Ofsted registered childminders in South 
Gloucestershire to join together in professional conversation about 
practice and new initiatives to gain deeper understanding of what is 
needed to enhance your provision and meet requirements.  Across the 
year a variety of topics will be explored which will enable you to dispel any 
myths or misunderstandings. 
 
Come and join this supportive group in discussion and meet new 
colleagues.  
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 3rd February 2020 7.00pm – 9.00pm OR 
Wednesday 5th February 2020 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Venue: Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Tuesday 5th May 2020  7.00pm – 9.00pm OR 
Wednesday 6th May 2020 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Venue: Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Monday 12th October 2020 7.00pm – 9.00pm OR 
Thursday 15th October 2020 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos childminders 
Not available to others 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Childminder Network 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for 
experienced Baby Room 
Practitioners who would like 
an opportunity to develop 
their knowledge and practice 
through networking. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To encourage practitioners to 
reflect upon their role when 
working with children 0 – 2 
years old. 
 
To support practitioners to 
reflect on current research 
and how this impacts their 
practice. 
 
To enable practitioners to 
inspire one another with 
good practice. 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
How do you meet the unique needs of babies in your setting?  These 
networks are aimed at experienced practitioners and room leaders who 
would like opportunities to: reflect, extend their thinking, share 
experiences and gain new ideas for developing practice.  A supportive 
peer to peer environment will be facilitated to encourage delegates to 
gain the benefits of networking. 
 
“We not only respect babies, we demonstrate our respect every time we 
interact with them.  Respecting a child means treating even the youngest 
infant as a unique human being.” (Magda Gerber) 
 
As a network we aim to be responsive to the needs of the group and will 
use delegate feedback alongside current research to provide the focus for 
each session. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 7th February 2020 9.30am – 11.30am 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Thursday 18th June 2020 9.30am – 11.30am 
Venue to be advised 
 
Friday 9th October 2020  9.30am – 11.30am 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Baby Room Network 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is aimed at all 
practitioners, leaders and 
managers who have specific 
responsibility for overseeing 
vulnerable/disadvantaged 
children within their setting.  
It is also for those 
practitioners who would like 
to develop their knowledge 
of working with vulnerable 
/disadvantaged children.  You 
will have the opportunity to 
attend three network 
sessions over the year. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
Intent – To explore a variety 
of learning approaches to 
help construct a curriculum 
which is ambitious to all 
children’s future learning. 
 
Implementation – To 
understand a variety of 
teaching and learning 
approaches in order to 
implement an informed 
change, based on the current 
trends and data of your 
cohort, to enhance the 
progress of vulnerable 
children. 
 
Impact – To identify and 
evaluate the impact of your 
chosen approach. 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Building on the success of the previous Disadvantaged Group Networks 
where we have explored specific groups through spotlights, we are now 
aiming to consider how a variety of approaches can enable you to 
enhance the progress of children who may be vulnerable or disadvantaged 
in your setting.  These network sessions will be an opportunity for you to 
consolidate, reflect and respond to the needs of the children who may be 
vulnerable or disadvantaged in order to raise aspirations to enable all 
children to reach their potential.  They will support you to move beyond 
monitoring and data, by understanding different approaches you will be 
informed to strategically implement changes in response to the specific 
needs of your cohort. 

Session 1 – (Feb)  Focus – Responsive planning – inclusive 
quality first teaching 
Session 2 – (May) Focus – Interventions - to target or not 
to target?  
Session 3 - (Nov) Focus – Research informed practice – 
what works for vulnerable children? 

 
Each session will aim to include current research and thinking and will 
provide you with ways in which you can proactively narrow the gap for 
children in your care who are at the most disadvantaged.  They will 
provide you with the tools you need to become an Early Years Pupil 
Premium Champion. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 6th February 2020 1.30pm – 3.30pm OR 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
Thursday 7th May 2020  1.30pm – 3.30pm OR 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
Thursday 12th November 2020 1.30pm – 3.30pm OR 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Disadvantaged Groups 

Network 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for SENCOs 
and Childminders. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To support SENCOs and 
childminders to develop their 
knowledge and 
understanding of working 
with children with SEND. 
 
To explore and share 
examples of good practice in 
relation to inclusion. 
 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
These network sessions will provide childminders and setting SENCOs with: 

 Up to date information about national and local initiatives regarding 
SEND. 

 Opportunities to share professional discussions and dialogue on an 
identified topic or theme for the evening. 

 Opportunities for practitioners to update their knowledge and share 
practice on SEND. 

Each series of meetings will have a spotlight on a particular aspect of SEND.  
This may include a speaker and will provide practitioners with opportunities 
for professional discussion and dialogue.  The focus will be posted on the 
VLE one month prior to the meetings taking place. 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 3rd February 2020  4.30pm – 6.30pm  
Badminton Road Council Offices, Yate    OR 
Tuesday 4th February 2020  6.00pm – 8.00pm  
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase)  OR 
Wednesday 5th February 2020  6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Cadbury Heath Children’s Centre 
 

Thursday 30th April 2020  6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase)  OR 
Monday 11th May 2020   4.30pm – 6.30pm 
Badminton Road Council Offices, Yate    OR 
Wednesday 13th May 2020  6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Cadbury Heath Children’s Centre 
 

Wednesday 7th October 2020  6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Cadbury Heath Children’s Centre    OR 
Tuesday 13th October 2020  6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Venue to be confirmed      OR 
Wednesday 14th October 2020  4.30pm – 6.30pm 
Badminton Road Council Offices, Yate 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officers – Early Years Team 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Early Intervention Network 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for all 
practitioners and room 
leaders working with two 
year olds. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore any changes or 
research that supports 
development and learning of 
two year olds. 
 
To explore all aspects of 
providing an environment 
that supports the specific 
learning and development of 
two year olds. 
 
To identify effective 
strategies which support two 
year olds through a series of 
specific focus areas. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
How do we meet the unique needs of two year olds in our settings?   
 
How do we ensure they receive a curriculum appropriate to their 
developmental stage? 
 
This network aims to explore these questions in more depth through 
professional discussion and dialogue, drawing on current research and 
thinking. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 26th February 2020     6.30pm – 8.30pm   
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Thursday 2nd July 2020      6.30pm – 8.30pm   
Venue to be advised 
 
Wednesday 4th November 2020     6.30pm – 8.30pm   
Venue to be advised 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Network for Practitioners 

working with Two year olds 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for 
experienced practitioners, 
leaders or room leaders who 
would like to develop and 
improve their Pre-school 
Room environment in 
readiness for children to 
learn and have fun. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore current thinking 
for pre-school children. 
 
To provide an opportunity for 
professional discussion and 
sharing of ideas. 
 
To include practical ideas and 
experiences to enhance 
children’s curiosity and 
playfulness in the pre-school 
setting. 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Through this network we will explore child development, new ways to 
support early language development and ideas to provide a rich 
stimulating environment that you can put into practice straight away.  We 
will be discussing current thinking, theorists and research to enhance our 
knowledge to provide an enabling, fun environment for all of the children 
in your pre-school rooms, both inside and outside. 
 
We would like this to be a forum which meets your needs so please 
suggest any ideas for further focus and discussion which we can develop 
together. 
 
Please come ready to play, get involved, and have fun as well as being 
eager to discuss and share new ideas. 
 
“There are no seven wonders of the world in the eyes of a child.  There are 
seven million.” (Walt Streightiff) 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 13th February 2020 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Monday 15th June 2020  6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Venue to be advised 
 
Thursday 8th October 2020 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Pre-school Room Network 
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

“The emerging picture of a successful leader requires us to know a lot, understand a lot and operate within a 

complex and complicated world.”  

Leadership Skills in the Early Years, Page 9 - June O’ Sullivan 

 

“Providers who are rated ‘Inadequate’, ‘Satisfactory’ or ‘Requires Improvement’ are required to engage with their 

Setting Support Officer to agree ways to improve their grading.”  

South Gloucestershire Provider Agreement 2019-20 page 13 

 

Staff at all levels will, at some time, operate as a leader within their setting, whether that is leading a project, 

developing an aspect of practice, in the role of SENCO, or as a room or setting deputy or leader. As such, the Early 

Years Team offer a range of leadership development to support individuals and settings on their leadership 

journey. Setting Support Officers are happy to discuss your individual needs as you seek to develop leadership 

within your setting. 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

 Support for settings graded Requires Improvement or Satisfactory 

 Support for ‘vulnerable’ settings as detailed in the South Gloucestershire Early Years Improvement offer 

 Support for newly registered settings 

 Access to the VLE including online learning 

 Early Years Helpdesk - telephone and email support from the Early Years Team during 

office hours 

 

SUPPORT FOR SETTINGS RATED RI, SATISFACTORY OR INADEQUATE 
 

Once a setting or childminder receives an RI (Requires Improvement) or Inadequate OFSTED 

grading, their Setting Support Officer will work with the Manager and staff to develop an 

intense improvement plan. This will target the areas of development as identified by the 

inspectors and will grow and develop as the setting improves. Improvement plans are reviewed 

regularly in order to support settings to document and celebrate their successes. 

 

To support the setting, the Setting Support Officer will visit regularly to work alongside staff, support the 

leadership of the setting and facilitate any whole staff training required.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership and Management 

support from the Early Years Team 
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SUPPORT FOR NEWLY REGISTERED SETTINGS 
 

When settings are newly registered they are able to access support from the Early Years Team 

to develop and embed their practice, with the aim of working towards a good outcome at their 

first inspection.  This support continues until after the setting has been inspected.  The level of 

support and the focus of the work is agreed by the setting and their Setting Support Officer. 

 

 

VISITS 
 

This year we are offering settings a variety of visits, all aimed at supporting and inspiring you to further enhance 

and develop your provision.  Support for settings who are rated RI or Inadequate will remain our priority, 

however alongside this, all settings can request the following: 

 Observations and discussions of practice with managers and room leaders 

 Undertaking learning walks with key staff 

 Developing setting based research with your setting 

 Working alongside staff in the setting to support your curriculum delivery and practice 

 Working alongside staff in the setting to develop a language rich environment 

 Working alongside staff in the setting to develop robust and accurate observation, assessment, tracking 

and planning for your cohort of children 

 

This is not meant to be an exhaustive list, so if you have a topic you wish to explore with your Setting Support 

Officer, please contact them directly to discuss. 

 

 

NETWORKS 
 

The following networks will support leaders of all levels to deepen their understanding and to keep up to date on 

current developments in Early Years.  

 Leadership and Management Network (see page 11) 

 Committee Support Network (see page 12) 

 Disadvantaged Groups Network (see page 15) 

 Baby Room Network (see page 14) 

 Early Intervention Network (see page 16) 

 Network for Practitioners working with Two Year Olds (see page 17) 

 Pre-school Room Network (see page 18) 

 

TRAINING 
 

This year we are offering a 4-part Inspiring Leadership course for experienced leaders wishing 

to refresh their skills or with identified gaps in their learning, those who are in middle 

management positions, new or aspiring leaders who wish to develop their skills, and 

Childminders with assistants. See page 23 for details. 

 

See also E-learning on the VLE to support leadership and management on page 25. 

 

Leaders and Managers are also able to access advice, information and support from the Early Years Business 

Development team. This includes advice on recruitment and retention, committee issues, and the VLE. 
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SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 

These courses will support Leaders and Managers to deepen their knowledge in order to further support their 

staff in undertaking their daily roles. 

 Forest School training (see pages 69 - 74) 

 Outdoor Learning (see pages 75 - 83) 

 Early Years Conference 

 

THE EARLY YEARS BUSINESS TEAM 
 

The Early Years Business Team is able to provide support to:  

 Complete DBS checks** for your staff, volunteers and committee members 

 Develop recruitment processes in line with the safer recruitment requirements 

 Develop the knowledge and understanding of the committee in order for them to fulfil 

their roles 

 Plan an effective AGM 

 

** There is a charge for DBS checks. 

 

The Business Team also run a highly valued network meeting for committee members. Please see page 12 for 

more information. 

 

If you require further information concerning the support available please contact Anna Bull or email 

earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

  

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at: 

 Experienced leaders 
wishing to refresh their 
skills or with identified 
gaps in their learning. 

 Those in middle 
management positions 
(such as deputies and 
room leaders). 

 New leaders who wish to 
develop their skills. 

 Childminders with 
assistants. 

 Aspiring leaders. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand how 
leadership structures, 
knowledge and behaviours 
can inspire and motivate a 
team. 
 
To analyse how the vision 
and values within your 
setting inform and underpin 
all aspects of your provision. 
 
To influence progressive 
changes within your setting 
through autonomous and 
confident leadership which 
will benefit children, staff and 
families. 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This 4-part course will provide an opportunity to explore and discover a 
pedagogical approach within your setting.  Through reflection on your 
setting vision, values and ethos we aim to refresh your outlook on the 
skills required to lead and nurture a team.  We will consider: 

 the fundamental differences between leading and managing  

 getting the best from your team, and  

 fostering confidence to lead an early years’ curriculum which 
includes and respects all children’s right to play and learn. 

 
You will be invited and supported to lead improvement through a range of 
reflective tasks which will have a lasting impact on staff, children and 
families.  A visit will be offered to all delegates to provide tailored support 
with embedding their knowledge into practice. 
 
“Challenging people in the right way.  Leading not managing, supporting 
them by giving them both a platform they can count on and expectations 
they can stretch for.” (Seth Goslin) 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 23rd January 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm  
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase)  AND 
Thursday 12th March 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) AND 
Wednesday 6th May 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) AND 
Thursday 9th July 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others    
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details
   

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Inspiring Leadership 
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Early Years Conference  
University of the West of England Exhibition and Conference Centre, Frenchay Campus 

Saturday 29th February 2020 
Our first keynote speaker, Nancy Stewart, is a skilled teacher, consultant and trainer with nationally 

recognised expertise in early years development and learning.  She has been central to developing 

national training materials on assessment and on pedagogy, particularly around the role of the adult in 

playful teaching and learning. 

Back by popular demand we also have Sharon Drew providing our afternoon keynote.  Sharon is 

passionate about developing and enabling teaching and early years practitioners to identify and support 

those children who learn differently, and is much sought after for her dynamic and entertaining 

presentation style. 

Delegates will also be able to attend an additional workshop bookable 

in advance so book early to avoid disappointment. 

 

Feedback from previous conference: 

“An excellent, inspiring day.  This was my first EY conference – it won’t 

be my last!” 

“Always find conferences knowledgeable and interesting, taking back ideas and knowledge to our setting.  Feeling 

inspired and motivated.  Thank you for a great day. “                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

“Really helpful and informative day. The best yet. Informative yet easy 

to understand. Thought provoking.”   

“A great day. Feeling very inspired and re-energised to try out some new 

ideas. It’s been useful to reflect on current practice and develop future 

practice.”  

  “Going away with lots of valuable 

information to take into our setting to further improve and implement.” 

“Enjoyed today’s event, thank you. First time we have attended as a full 

team – helpful to all.” 

“Very good, well organised, informative conference.” 

 

Putting Play back at the  

Heart of Early Years 
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OVERVIEW 
 

The VLE provides practitioners across South Gloucestershire with a rich source of information, templates and 

online training. See page 8 for more information on how to access this. 

 

 

LEADERSHIP PAGES (Early Years Providers > 05 Leadership + Management) 

 

Information is updated regularly and is subject to change. An overview of what is currently available is 

summarised below: 

 

 Self-evaluation 
 Leading the Learning for Babies and Toddlers 
 Leading the Learning for Two Year Olds 
 Leading the Learning for Three and Four Year Olds 
 Staff Observations 
 Supervision 

 Research 
 Attendance 
 Books in the Library 
 Ofsted 
 Qualifications Finder 
 

 

E-LEARNING ON THE VLE TO SUPPORT LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 
 

There are numerous e-learning courses available on the VLE to support Leaders and Managers.  These include:  

 Effective Self-evaluation and Planning for Improvement (NEW) 

 Effective Supervision and Continuous Professional Development (NEW) 

 Exploring Managing Change (NEW) 

 Recruitment and Induction (NEW) 

 Safeguarding Responsibilities (NEW) 

 Time Management (NEW) 

 Effective Leading in the Baby Room 

 Effective Reflection and Self Evaluation 

 Effective Supervision and Continuous Professional Development 

 Leadership and Management: Delegation 

 Leadership and Management: Distributed Leadership (includes roles and responsibilities) 

 Leadership and Management: Visions and Values 

 Leadership and Management: “What is a Leader” and Leadership Styles 

 The Two Year Old Progress Check 

 Writing SEN Support Plans and Target Setting 

 

See pages 85 - 107 for further details on all of our e-learning courses. 

 

Leadership and Management 

support on the VLE 
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OVERVIEW 
 

We know that getting out to attend a training event can be demanding in terms of staff time as well as ensuring 

there are appropriate adults to cover the person attending the course.  It can also be hard to disseminate the 

training back in the setting. 

 

We are therefore able to offer settings the opportunity to buy their own in-house training 

sessions or INSET days.  These can occur in their own setting or at the Early Years Training 

Room.  The maximum group size for this would be 25 people, especially if you want to use 

the Early Years Training Room.  If numbers are larger than this please contact the team to 

discuss your needs.  

 

If you are a small setting or a childminder who would like to buy some INSET training, we suggest you get 

together with other settings or childminders and buy this as a group, which will reduce your costs.  Minimum 

numbers for in-house training would be six people to enable group discussions to take place.  If you are not aware 

of a group or childminder who would like the same training as you, contact the Early Years Team as we may know 

of a setting or childminders who you could work with. 

 

 

WHAT CAN WE REQUEST? 
 

Please see the menu of courses offered on pages 27 - 35. 

 

Please contact the Early Years Team if you would like more information on our offer. 

 

Following this training settings can also purchase additional Setting Support Officer time in order to support the 

implementation of the training in practice. 

 

 

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? 
 

Training from the menu of courses is charged at the following rates based on one trainer delivering the session: 

 

2 hour session (twilight or after 6pm)   £130.00 

3 hour session run during working hours   £150.00 

2 part course (2 x 2 hour sessions)   £200.00 

1 full day INSET      £300.00 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Some SEND courses require two trainers, the cost of which will be reflected in our quote.  

 

 

 

Purchasing training specific to 

setting needs 
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HOW DO WE REQUEST THIS TRAINING? 
 

 Select the training you would like from the menu of courses on pages 27 - 35 

 Download the training request form from the VLE 

 Complete the form with as much detail as possible 

 Email your completed form to earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

 You will then be provided with a quote for the training, which will be based on the charges indicated in 

the training booklet.  Please note that whilst costs have been indicated in the book, if you require specific 

training not on the menu there may be an additional cost to cover staff preparation time. 

 Once you accept the quote you will be allocated a member of the team who will contact you to arrange 

dates and times to deliver your training. 

 Your setting will be invoiced prior to the start of the training event.  Payment is expected prior to the 

event taking place. 

 

 

MENU OF TRAINING AVAILABLE FOR SETTINGS TO PURCHASE 
 

Unless otherwise stated, the courses below would be delivered in 3 hours in the daytime, or adapted to 2 hours 
for evening delivery. 
 

If you cannot see the course you need, please contact a member of the Early Years Team to discuss your needs 

and to plan your session.  

 

To help you, the courses have been organised under the following headings 

 Language and Communication 

 Curriculum 

 Enabling Environments 

 SEND and Inclusion 

 The Role of the adult and staff teams 

 

Language and Communication 
As a Prime area of the EYFS, developing children’s language and communication skills is key if they are to develop 

as confident and competent learners.  Data for South Gloucestershire is indicating that children’s language levels 

are not as strong as they once were when they enter school, especially for children who were funded 2 year olds 

or those in receipt of Early Years Pupil Premium.  The courses below have been planned to help staff teams 

consider how they can build on their current practice and develop the vital aspect of language and 

communication in their setting. 

 

To help settings identify which course they consider to be appropriate, it is recommended they undertake the 

‘Speech, Language and Communication Reflective Tool for All Staff’ which you can find on the VLE within Early 

Years Providers > 08 Learning + Development > 04 Communication and Language.  Setting Support Officers can 

help discuss this with you.  

 

The Communicating Child - Babies 

Babies are born with the ability to communicate.  It begins from their first cry and progresses as they learn new 
ways to communicate shaped by their experiences of language, the world and those who interact with them.  
 
How adults support and respond to babies is important as not only does it promote further progression of 
these skills, babies knowing that they can be ‘heard’ link to feelings of self-esteem which also contributes to 
secure attachments.  Babies need adults who are skilled and attuned to their verbal and non-verbal 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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communication behaviours and know how to respond appropriately. This course will explore what these 
behaviours might look like for children 0-2 years old and the role of the practitioner in providing positive 
experiences to support this.  
 

The Communicating 2 and 3 year old 

Do we always know what a 2 or 3 year old is trying to communicate?   
 
This session will enable all practitioners to share and develop a deeper understanding of how to support 
communication in 2 and 3 year olds.  It will explore language development from birth to 3 and will specifically 
focus on the communication skills of the 2 and 3 year olds.  It will also explore practical play examples that 
support their individual learning styles whilst supporting and extending language and communication. 
 

The Communicating 3 and 4 year olds 

This session will enable all practitioners to explore and share ideas for providing a rich, stimulating and inspiring 
environment to promote language and communication.  
 
There will be opportunities to define different types of communicators including reluctant communicators and 
meaningful ways in which practitioners can help. The session will also provide practitioners with a deeper 
understanding of potential barriers to children’s progress and practical ideas and strategies to help support 
children’s development. 
 

Communication and Language Development 

This session will provide you with an understanding of how early speech and communication is acquired by 
young children.  It will help practitioners to understand the key developmental stages for children as they 
develop their language and communication skills.  Pivotal to this is the role of the adult in supporting and 
developing these key skills.  
 
The session will also explore how visual aids can be used to support children.  
 

Makaton 

We are able to offer a comprehensive range of Makaton training.  This can be delivered as bespoke training in 
your setting or you can book onto one of our published courses.  Please contact your SSO or EIO or email 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk for further details. 
 

 

Curriculum, Play and Learning  

Having a curriculum which inspires and motives all children to learn and develop is vital as we support children to 

be creative and engaging learners.  Below is a selection of some of the courses we can offer you.  

 

If you want to develop an aspect of the curriculum which is not shown, please contact your SSO to discuss your 

needs. 

 

A Sense of Self 

The role of a key person is vital in nurturing a child’s sense of self.  As they grow they develop all sorts of ideas 
about themselves with regard to abilities, attributes and appearances.  These are acquired and influenced by 
their perceptions of how they are accepted and valued by significant others.  A child’s self-image will inform 
what they do and how they behave. 

In this session we will discuss attachment, deconstruct some of the terms associated with a sense of self, look 
at children’s multiple identities and then share practical, visual ways that practitioners can further support 
young children’s sense of belonging in the setting.  

‘There is in every child at every stage a new miracle of vigorous unfolding, which constitutes a new hope 
and a new responsibility for all.’ (Erik Erikson) 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/erik-erikson-quotes
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Encouraging Mark Making for Babies and Toddlers 

This course explores why mark making is important and how developing mark making skills can support 
children in other areas of learning and development.  There will be an opportunity to look at examples of 
children’s early writing and assess how these skills progress from birth including a deeper look at Early Years 
Outcomes.  
 
The course will help practitioners to understand the key role the adult plays in recognising and valuing when 
young children are making marks and how we can enhance and extend this in the moment.  There will be an 
opportunity to explore some inspiring and practical ideas for making marks with babies and toddlers in your 
environment, both inside and outside.  
 

Maths 

There are several Mathematical courses that can be offered to settings focusing on one element of maths or as 
a whole to include number, shape, space and measure and how to ensure maths is available throughout your 
environment.  The courses vary from those beginning to develop their understanding of maths and those 
experienced practitioners that want to deepen their understanding or how to implement maths in the setting 
so that it is evident that it is embedded in practice.  
 
Please contact your SSO to discuss your needs.  
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) plays a fundamental role in young children’s early learning 
and, as one of the prime areas, is a foundation of learning and development. This course will support 
practitioners to understand the importance of this area of learning and how you can utilise your environment 
and the role of the adult to support children’s PSED development.  
 
This course will help staff to understand the importance of secure attachment as well as identifying how we 
can support children to develop a positive sense of self, build positive relationships with those around them 
and begin to share, understand and manage their own emotions.  
 

Phonics 

This course will explore the importance of phonics in supporting young children’s language and communication 
skills and enhancing emerging reading skills through the Letters and Sounds programme.  We will explore the 
key features of a language rich environment and the role of the adult in supporting all children to enjoy a 
lifelong love of language. 
 
This course is fun and practical and will give you lots of ideas for experiences you can use to support and 
promote young children’s early language development and develop home learning opportunities.  
 

Physical Development 

Physical Development is a prime area of the EYFS and therefore fundamental to young children’s future 
learning and development.  This course will explore the physicality of child development.  It will help 
practitioners to make links between theory and practice whilst considering how we can provide high quality 
learning opportunities in this area of learning and development.   
 
This course will help you to consider and reflect on the physical experiences you provide young children and 
how we can enhance this within the setting and with families.  
 

Physicality of Writing 

This training will guide learners through the importance of physical development in supporting children’s early 
writing skills from developing gross motor skills to building fine motor control.  The training will explore how 
early physical development, including crawling, can impact on children’s early writing skills.  You will explore 
practical ways to support children with the necessary steps to be ready to write and also gain an understanding 
of readiness for writing. 
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Reading 

Enjoying books and reading stories from a very early age is crucial in the development of children.  It helps with 
their ability to understand words, use their imagination and develop their speech, as well as being something 
they really enjoy.  
 
This course will help you to consider how you promote reading in your setting both inside and out with all ages 
as well as exploring some practical ideas to encourage story-telling and story making as children’s love of 
reading grows.  
 

Provocations and Invitations to Play – providing the irresistible! 

Are you confident you are providing your children with Awe and Wonder?  What does this even look like?  Has 
the influx of a variety of approaches left you feeling disempowered and confused and you simply want children 
to engage in ideas and resources, which are simple but effective?  
 
The intention of provocations is to provide an invitation for a child to explore and express themselves.  This 
course will explore how resources and their presentation can provoke children’s interest, ignite their curiosity 
and deepen their learning.   
 

Responsive Planning 

Planning children’s learning should be: 
 responsive to children’s individual developmental needs  
 responsive to interests which children have independently shown 
 inspiring to practitioners to enable them to support children’s learning 
 flexible  

 
Planning children’s learning should not be: 

X     time consuming 
X     rigid  
X     boring  
X     lots of paperwork 

 
This course will encourage you to look at planning in a new way and make it more responsive to children and 
the ways in which they learn whilst creating less unnecessary paperwork for practitioners.  If you would like 
your planning to be more exciting and less time consuming this course can help you with that.  
 

Self-regulation, Wellbeing and Behaviour (a combination of ‘I’m Not Sorry’ and ‘Conflict Resolution’) 

This course will provide an opportunity to explore how we can support young children who have conflict with 
each other and why practitioners often feel the need to force young children into saying sorry.  
 
We aim to upskill the practitioner to support children into being independent problem solvers as well as 
encouraging self-regulation in all children.  We aim to do this by unpicking the language we currently use, 
engage in practical activities, in a problem solving approach which will  provide an avenue for children to use 
these new skills for themselves as lifelong learners. 
 

STEM – working with tools 

There are so many benefits for children in using tools, not only in the practical sense as part of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics but also in terms of self-esteem, confidence and other 
characteristics, such as perseverance.  
 
In this practical hands on course we will explore how to encourage safe use of tools and their individual uses. 
You will also have a chance to use these new found skills by making simple items which will enable you to 
introduce working with tools with the young children in your setting. 
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Super Hero and Gun Play 

The subject of super hero play and gun play invites a variety of perceptions and can evoke a varied response 
within the early years. This course will enable all participants’ voices to be heard and respected through 
discussion, and aims to develop knowledge and understanding about this potentially controversial subject.   
 
You will learn and explore how this play can become a safe and valued part of children’s play experiences and 
explore the benefits and challenges of superhero and gun play upon young children’s learning, development 
and wellbeing. 
 

 

Enabling Environments 

The environment is often referred to as the third teacher as it has such an influence over young children’s 

learning and development.   

 

These courses have been selected to help settings reflect upon and further develop their learning spaces in order 

to support the individual needs of children in their care.  

 

Enabling Environments - Babies 

Does your baby room environment need some inspiration?  This course seeks to encourage practitioners to 
reflect upon their environment from the view of a baby, ask the question ‘how can we make this better?’ and 
find practical ways to do so.  
 
Whilst it is known that children learn best in Enabling Environments, it can be challenging to consider practical 
ways in which the environment can be adapted in ways that respond to the needs of babies along with the 
practical challenges.  This course will consider some of the principles of an enabling environment for children 
under two and provide tailored support for practitioners to make changes within their own environment.      
 

Enabling Environments – 2 – 3 year olds 

This course will consider a range of philosophies about what makes an enabling environment for 2 – 3 year olds 
and how specific aspects of the physical environment can provide opportunities for valuable learning to take 
place.  There will be an opportunity to reflect on some examples and consider provocations for learning and 
open ended resources.  
 
This course will give your staff team an opportunity to reflect on your setting’s physical and emotional 
environment in order to provide the best possible learning environment to meets the needs of your cohort and 
families.  
 

Enabling Environments – 3 – 4 year olds 

This course will encourage you to reflect on your environment and how you can provide a more informed 
considered environment, which is attuned to the changing needs and interests of the children in your care.  
 
You will learn what makes an enabling environment for 3 – 4 year olds through a range of perspectives and 
how specific aspects of the environment can support opportunities for valuable learning.  The course will focus 
on both the physical and the emotional environment and the impact of getting it right!  
 

Loose Parts 

Loose parts play involves using a wide selection of everyday objects and materials to create, build, invent, 
experiment and play with.  Research has found that loose parts play has many benefits for our children 
including: developing their imagination, creativity, physicality, fine and gross motor skills, behaviour, 
cooperation, communication, problem solving, teamwork and concentration.  In this hands on practical 
workshop we will use stories to explore how loose parts play can support and expand children’s creativity and 
playfulness. 

‘Children learn most readily and easily in a laboratory-type environment where they can experiment, 
enjoy and find out things for themselves.’ (Simon Nicholson) 
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Outdoor Learning 

Developing an outdoor learning space which is as inviting and as inspiring as that offered indoors can often be 
challenging, especially in a pack away setting.  
 
The Early Years Team can offer a range of courses helping you to develop your outdoor learning spaces, the 
confidence of staff teams and your understanding of how to meet the needs of the children and the curriculum 
in the outside environment. Courses are planned in response to your individual needs and requirements and 
might include accredited training if requested. Charges for these courses are therefore agreed once the content 
has been settled upon.  
 
Please contact the Early Years Team to discuss your needs.    
 

 

 

Supporting children with Special Educational Needs. 

Meeting the needs of children with SEND in your setting is challenging yet very rewarding. The courses below 

have been compiled to support settings in developing a whole staff understanding to meeting the needs of the 

children in their care.  

 

An Introduction to Social Communication Differences 

Through this training we will aim to tailor the session to your setting’s needs around a child presenting with 
these differences.  You will gain an understanding of how social communication differences affect behaviours 
and look at strategies of how best to support their communication and social interaction skills. 
 
During the session we will look at how the child interacts, plays and communicates through their social 
environment.  You will be aware how sensory differences can impact on the child being able to access the 
environment and the curriculum. 
 
We will work with you towards formulating an action plan around how to implement a cohesive approach to 
supporting the child in your setting.  
 

A deeper understanding of supporting children with Social Communication Differences and 
autism                                                                                                                  (2 trainers for session 2) 

2 x 2 hours 

‘It’s not our differences that divide us it is our inability to recognise, accept and celebrate our differences.’ 
(Audre Lorde)  

 
This two-part training will aim to tailor the sessions to your setting’s needs around a child presenting with these 
differences. 
Session 1 
The first session will look at setting staff gaining an understanding of how social communication differences 
affect behaviours and look at strategies of how best to support their communication and social interaction 
skills. 
During the session we look at how the child interacts, plays and communicates through their social 
environment.  Staff will be aware how sensory differences can impact on the child being able to access the 
environment and the curriculum. 
Session 2 
The second session will be a practical look at how a child with these differences needs a visual environment, 
strategies and resources. During this session your team will have the opportunity to explore a range of 
resources which can support the child. 
 
We will work with you towards formulating an action plan around how to implement a cohesive approach to 
supporting the child in your setting. 
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Attachment Difficulties                                                                                                           (2 trainers) 2 x 2 hours 

This course will further your inclusive practice in the area of attachment difficulties and attachment trauma. 
We will look at supporting children who may be experiencing difficulties due to developmental trauma.  The 
course will look at attachment theories and styles and explore the needs of developmentally traumatised 
children.  
 
During the course your staff team will have the opportunity to look at case studies and also reflect upon 
children in your own setting and how you can plan to support them with these difficulties.  
 
Early brain development is crucial and we will be focusing on how early experiences can impact on a child’s 
emotional wellbeing and mental health. 
 
During this two part course we will be covering : 
 

 Theories/attachment styles  

 Brain Development  

 Case Studies  

 Behaviours  

 Importance of a significant adult  

 Strategies and Resources  
 

Bigger than Bluster 2 x 2 hours 

“When little people are overwhelmed by big emotions, it’s our job to share our calm, not join their chaos.” 
(L R Knost) 

This course will : 

 Interpret children’s challenging behaviour, is it anger or anxiety? 

 Identify factors affecting children’s behaviour 

 Reflect on current practice - Do you react or respond?   
 
Through this practical course you will discuss behaviours observed in your setting.  You will be problem solving 
and through tasks and practical activities, your team will have a menu of strategies and information that can be 
applied in your own setting and work as a whole team to support children with emotional difficulties. 
 
Comments from previous delegates:  
“… really made me reflect on the practice and all the new ideas to support both staff and children." 
"… better understanding of anxiety, behavioural issues, displays of behaviour, sensory tools." 
 

Promoting the Whole Team Approach to SEND in Early Years 2 hours 

The SEND Code of Practice can appear daunting and challenging.  This two hour course will help you as a staff 
team to develop your understanding of the Code of Practice in identifying and supporting children in your 
setting.  
 
Through group work and discussions there will be opportunities to explore: 

 The role of staff in supporting children with SEND 

 The processes and paperwork required to support children once a concern has been raised by following 
the graduated response 

 

Supporting Children using Visual Aids                                                                                 (2 trainers) 2 hours 

‘NONVERBAL, doesn’t mean I have nothing to say. It means that you will need to listen to me with more 
than just your ears.’ (Walk Down Autism Lane)  

 
This practical session is designed to share ideas, resources and visual aids to support children’s speech, 
language and communication. You will have greater awareness of different communication methods children 
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use to communicate. You will explore a range of strategies and resources to support children’s communication 
and be an inclusive setting.  
 
By the end of this course your staff team have a greater understanding of the impact of using visuals within an 
inclusive environment. 
 

Supporting Children with Downs syndrome 2 hours 

Research shows there are significant benefits from children with Downs syndrome going to mainstream 
provision.  Your staff team will develop a greater understanding of specific difficulties children with Downs 
syndrome experience. 
 
We will cover how to develop your inclusive environment and practice to effectively support all children in your 
setting.  This 2 hour course will provide your setting with practical and effective strategies for supporting 
learning and facilitating successful inclusion.  
 

Foetal Alcohol Syndrome Disorders 2 hours 

This 2 hour course will : 

 introduce the condition and associated affects  

 help you to understand its impact on a child’s learning  
 
Through this course your staff will grow their awareness of what a supportive early years setting looks like with 
a child with foetal alcohol syndromes.   We will share practical strategies in supporting children with this 
condition. 
  
Time will be given to reflect on current and future practice within the setting. 
 

 

 
The Role of the adult and staff teams 

Adults play a vital role in supporting the development of young children’s learning.  The following courses have 

been identified to support staff teams in deepening their knowledge, skills and understanding of their role and 

the role of the team. 

 

An Introduction to Research 

Do you want to gain a better understanding of your individual children or cohorts within your setting?  Would 
you like to capture and respond to the voices of children, families and staff within your setting, to improve 
children’s experiences?   
 
By using an action research approach, you can really start to challenge your thinking, develop a reflective 
workforce and help make positive and meaningful changes to your setting.  We will explore the benefits of 
action research as a tool for change, the process and the ethical considerations.  
 

Intent, Implementation, Impact: Understanding your curriculum 

The Education Inspection Framework Quality of Education judgement places a real focus on the need to ensure 
providers, managers and staff understand the curriculum that is on offer to children.  
 
Are you convinced everyone in your setting who is involved in the care and education of children could 
confidently describe the Intent, Implementation and Impact of the curriculum on offer? 
 
If not, this training programme may be of use to you.  
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Key Person Approach 

A quality, well-established key person system helps children form secure attachments and promotes their well-
being and independence.  Are you confident of what to expect from your staff?  
 
Do your staff understand what is expected of them?   
 
Could all your key persons confidently describe how they support their key children including how they decide 
what to teach? 
 
If not, this training programme may be of use to you. 
 

Reflective Practitioner 

Being able to reflect upon practice is absolutely key if settings are to continue to build on their current good 
practice and to ensure children continue to receive high quality education and care. 
 
This course will assist staff in understanding the importance of reflection and how to take this forward to 
identify areas of practice to be developed.  We will explore systems that would work well for the setting and 
how to take the reflections forward to evaluate how well changes are working and how to measure 
effectiveness of practice.  
 

Role of the Adult in your Setting 

Early Years Practitioners are key educators for young children.  Under the OFSTED framework, they are referred 
to as teachers.  
 
This course will unpick the definition of teaching within the OFSTED framework.  It will explore the role of the 
adult in the setting, looking at key areas of work, interactions and engaging parents.  Attendees will gain more 
understanding of the role of the adult and how important this is for children and families.  
 

Staff Relationships 

This course will support the staff team with building relationships and reducing conflict.  We will look at various 
strategies and explore diverse thinking to establish a vision enabling them to move forward as a mutually 
supportive group with a clear, shared ethos for the setting.   
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

“Caring for children in a home based setting is not just about keeping them happy and safe. It is also about helping 

them to achieve their full potential. In order to do this, it is important that you have a good understanding of 

children’s development and the factors and influences that can affect their development.”   

(Page 109 Home Based Childcare by Sheila Riddall-Leech) 

 

Childminders play an essential role in supporting the education and development of many children across South 

Gloucestershire. To support them in their work, the Early Years Team provide a range of support, primarily 

through individual visits and networks specifically aimed at valuing the uniqueness of their work. In addition to 

this, the full range of early years training is also available to childminders.   

 

Please note:  Local Authority services are only available for Ofsted registered childminders.  If you are 

registered with a Childminding Agency all centrally funded activities will incur a charge. 

 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

Support from Setting Support Officers 

 Support for childminders graded Requires Improvement or Satisfactory 

 Support for vulnerable childminders as detailed in the South Gloucestershire Early Years Improvement 

Offer 

 Support for newly registered childminders 

 Access to the VLE including a suite of online training courses 

 Early Years Helpdesk, during office hours - telephone and email support from the Early 

Years team 

 

Support from Early intervention Officers 

 Individualised support for children with SEND tailored to meet the needs of individual children. (See page 

39.) 

 

Network Meetings 

 Childminder Network 3 times a year.  

 

These provide childminders with a range of opportunities to share and discuss current local and national 

developments in early years. They are a key avenue for the Local Authority to share and disseminate information 

to childminders.  See page 13 for more details. 

 

 

 

 

Childminding Support from the 

Early Years Team 
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SUPPORT FOR CHILDMINDERS RATED RI OR INADEQUATE 
 

Once a childminder receives an RI (Requires Improvement) or Inadequate Ofsted grading their 

Setting Support Officer will work with them to develop an intense improvement plan.  This will 

target the areas of development as identified by the inspectors and will grow and develop as 

the childminder improves.  Improvement plans are reviewed regularly in order to support 

childminders to document and celebrate their successes.  The Early Years Team will regularly 

visit the childminder to provide ongoing support and professional development. 

 

Childminders who are rated RI and are awaiting inspection will continue to be supported by an improvement plan 

which will help them to sustain improvements and embed their practice.  

 

 

SUPPORT FOR NEWLY REGISTERED CHILDMINDERS 
 

When childminders are newly registered they are able to access support from the Early Years 

Team to develop and embed their practice, with the aim of working towards a good outcome at 

their first inspection.  This support continues until after the childminder has been inspected.  

The level of support and the focus of the work is agreed by the childminder and their Setting 

Support Officer. This support aims to encourage those new to the profession to establish their 

early years provision and to reflect upon their practice.   

 

 

SUPPORT FOR CHILDMINDERS WORKING WITH CHILDREN WHO HAVE SEND 
 

Childminders can access information, advice and guidance from Setting Support Officers (SSO) and Early 

Intervention Officers (EIO) to:  

 enhance their inclusive practice 

 support them in understanding their role in working with children who have SEND 

 develop strategies to use with children who have SEND or are displaying challenging or 

complex behaviours 

 compile targets and support plans for individual or groups of children 

 undertake TAC meetings 

 undertake supportive transition meetings 

 implement the graduated response according to the SEND Code of Practice 

 signpost them to other agencies who might be able to provide further support 

 apply for the Inclusion Fund 

 

This support is tailored to each childminder and child’s individual needs and will take the form of: 

 visits to the childminder’s home to work with the childminder and child 

 email and telephone support 

 comprehensive information on the VLE 

 help desk support 

 

See section on Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs and Disability for more information on courses 

being run to support practitioner knowledge and understanding of working with children who have SEND. 
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THE EARLY YEARS INCLUSION FUND 
 

This has been established to provide settings and childminders who receive Nursery Education  

Grant Funding with a grant to support children who have special educational needs.  There is 

an application process and funding is agreed quickly to enable settings to meet the needs of 

children in their care.   

 

See the VLE for details on how and what to apply for and for case studies of how the funding has been used to 

support children. 

 

Setting Support Officers or Early Intervention Officers will be able to help you with your application.  
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for Ofsted 
registered childminders, both 
new to the role or 
experienced, who would like 
to develop their knowledge 
in supporting children’s 
personal, social emotional 
development. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the importance of 
secure attachment to support 
children’s social, emotional 
development. 
 
To have an understanding of 
why children exhibit 
behaviours that adults find 
challenging. 
 
To explore practical 
strategies to support children 
to self-regulate and 
understand emotions in 
themselves and others. 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will provide practical opportunities for exploring this prime 
area of learning.  We will explore: 

 The importance of attachment and how this impacts on brain 
development. 

 How children’s anxieties can impact on learning. 

 How young children’s behaviours are a form of communicating. 

 Strategies to support emotional regulation, intelligence and 
literacy. 

This will be achieved through a mixture of group discussions and practical 
activities. 
 
By the end of the session you will have gained a better understanding of 
how young children’s emotional intelligence is a very important part of 
their ability to learn and develop and will have a range of strategies to 
support emotional literacy and regulation. 
 
“Listening to babies is necessary to help form and maintain secure 
attachments to main caregivers which benefits them throughout their lives 
by helping them to be secure throughout childhood and into adulthood.”  

(Alderson 2005) 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 19th February 2020  7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos childminders 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Emotional Intelligence: Why this is 

such a vital part of development for 

young children 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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Early Years Conference 
University of the West of England Exhibition and Conference Centre, Frenchay Campus 

Saturday 29th February 2020 
Our first keynote speaker, Nancy Stewart, is a skilled teacher, consultant and trainer with nationally 

recognised expertise in early years development and learning.  She has been central to developing 

national training materials on assessment and on pedagogy, particularly around the role of the adult in 

playful teaching and learning. 

Back by popular demand we also have Sharon Drew providing our afternoon keynote.  Sharon is 

passionate about developing and enabling teaching and early years practitioners to identify and support 

those children who learn differently, and is much sought after for her dynamic and entertaining 

presentation style. 

Delegates will also be able to attend an additional workshop bookable 

in advance.   

Be sure to put this date in your diary.  Book early to avoid 

disappointment. 

Feedback from previous conference: 

“An excellent, inspiring day.  This was my first EY conference – it won’t 

be my last!” 

“Always find conferences knowledgeable and interesting, taking back ideas and knowledge to our setting.  Feeling 
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“Really helpful and informative day. The best yet. Informative yet easy 

to understand. Thought provoking.”   

“A great day. Feeling very inspired and re-energised to try out some new 

ideas. It’s been useful to reflect on current practice and develop future 

practice.”  

  “Going away with lots of valuable 

information to take into our setting to further improve and implement.” 

“Enjoyed today’s event, thank you. First time we have attended as a full 

team – helpful to all.” 

“Very good, well organised, informative conference.” 

The Communicating Child 

Putting Play back at the  

heart of Early Years 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for experienced 
Ofsted registered 
childminders and those new 
to the role who would like to 
develop their knowledge of 
the EYFS curriculum to 
ensure learning takes place 
across the whole EYFS age 
range for the children in their 
care. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To confidently use the terms 
intent, implementation and 
impact when describing the 
curriculum. 
 
To explore the importance of 
play in the early years and 
provide exciting experiences 
which support all children to 
make progress. 
 
To understand how your 
curriculum promotes the 
characteristics of effective 
learning. 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Is your curriculum ambitious and sufficiently challenging for all children 
you care for?  Is your curriculum flexible, broad and balanced?  Are all 
your children accessing that curriculum?  Can you talk confidently about 
the curriculum? 
 
This practical course will explore some activities you offer children and 
support you to identify learning across the EYFS age range.  We will look at 
the role of the childminder in adapting activities and using careful 
questioning and language to differentiate expectations for all learners, 
while promoting the characteristics of effective learning. 
 
We will look at: 

 INTENT – the curriculum planning you do before the children 
arrive – what knowledge and understanding do you want to share 
and why? 

 IMPLEMENTATION – how are you going to deliver learning to the 
group of children today? 

 IMPACT – what is the impact of your curriculum?  What did the 
children learn, and remember they have learnt, today? 

 

 
DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 31st March 2020 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos childminders 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Looking at your Curriculum  

– What do you offer? 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for Ofsted 
registered childminders, both 
new to the role or 
experienced, who would like 
to develop their knowledge 
of outdoor learning from 
home and out and about with 
minded children. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To feel more confident in 
what we offer outdoors 
linked to the curriculum for 
early years children. 
 
To take part in a range of 
experiences outdoors. 
 
To explore the benefits of 
outdoor learning. 
 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Have you ever noticed that some children are more engaged and focused 
when outdoors?  Do your outdoor spaces motivate, inspire and engage 
your children’s learning? 
 
Outdoor learning happens in the natural environments where participants 
can see, hear, touch and smell the real thing.  Outdoor experiences readily 
become a stimulating source of fascination.  It offers many healthy 
options, physically, emotionally, builds self-esteem and supports 
children’s style of learning as well as emotional wellbeing, both for you 
and the children. 
 
During this session we will not only explore experiences for early years 
children but also develop your own confidence through looking at risk 
benefits, risk assessments and practical ideas so that you are fully 
prepared when taking the learning and fun outside. 
 
We will be looking at a range of outdoor opportunities and experiences 
that you can offer at home or when out and about. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: We will be outside for part of the session – waterproofs 
are advised. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 15th July 2020 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Venue to be advised 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos childminders 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Taking the Learning Outdoors 
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Supporting Children with 

Special Educational 

Needs and Disability 
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

“South Gloucestershire Council is committed to securing the highest outcomes for all children and young people 

with special educational needs (SEN) and disability.   It is expected that all settings will provide an inclusive 

environment and have well defined SEN processes, protocols and support in place in order to ensure that children 

with a range of additional needs can enjoy and are able to achieve.”   

(Handbook for SEN and Disability for South Gloucestershire Early Years Settings 2015) 
 

The following pages show the range of information, advice and support provided by the Early Years Team to 

childminders and settings. If you wish to develop inclusive practice within your setting or have a concern about a 

child, please contact the Early Years Team to discuss how we can support you – by email: 

earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk or telephone 01454 863355. 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

 Setting visits by a Setting Support Officer (SSO) or Early Intervention Officer (EIO) to 

provide advice on inclusive practice, individual children and support with paperwork 

(see page 47) 

 Early Years Helpdesk – telephone and email support from the Early Years Team 

 Access to comprehensive information on the VLE including online training 

 

Centrally funded training will support practitioners to develop their knowledge and understanding of the SEND 

Code of Practice (2015).   

 Early Intervention Networks 

 Assessment Tools to Celebrate Progress and Support Children with SEND 

 Promoting a Whole Team Approach to SEND in Early Years 

 SMART Targets and SCRUFFY Outcomes 

 Understanding the EHCna process and the Role and Responsibility of Settings through this Process and 

Beyond 

 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 

This training has been selected to support practitioners to develop their skills in working with children who have 

SEND. If you require bespoke training in your setting which is not listed here, please contact 

the Early Years Team to discuss your requirements. 

 Using Attention Bucket Activities to support Children in your Setting 

 Enhanced Attention Bucket Ideas 

Supporting Children with Special 

Educational Needs and Disability 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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OVERVIEW 
 

The Early Years Team work with settings and other professionals to support the educational provision for children 

with SEND. This support is currently centrally funded. 

 

Support can be accessed by emailing earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk or telephone 01454 863355. 

 

 

THE EARLY YEARS TEAM 
 

Settings can access information, advice and guidance from Setting Support Officers (SSO) or Early Intervention 

Officers (EIO) to:  

 enhance their inclusive practice  

 support a new SENCO 

 develop strategies to use with children who have SEND or are displaying 

challenging or complex behaviours 

 compile targets and support plans for individual or groups of children 

 undertake TAC meetings 

 undertake supportive transition meetings 

 implement the graduated response according to the SEND Code of Practice 

 signpost SENCOs to other agencies who might be able to provide further support 

 apply for the Inclusion Fund 

 

This support is tailored to each setting and child’s individual needs. 

 

 

REVIEWING YOUR SEND PRACTICE 
 

During the academic year, the EIOs will be visiting every setting twice to discuss whole 

setting SEND needs.  This will provide both you and your EIO with a valuable opportunity to 

discuss the needs of the children in your setting and to plan how you can best support the 

children in your care.  This may result in the EIO and yourselves developing a detailed action 

plan for the following six months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND Support from the  

Early Years Team 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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THE EARLY YEARS INCLUSION FUND 
 

This has been established to provide settings and childminders who receive Nursery Education Grant funding with 

a grant to support children who have special educational needs. There is an application process and funding is 

agreed quickly to enable settings to meet the needs of children in their care. 

See the VLE for details on how and what to apply for and for case studies of how the 

funding has been used to support children. 

Setting Support Officers or Early Intervention Officers will be able to help you with your 

application. 
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OVERVIEW 
 

The VLE provides practitioners across South Gloucestershire with a rich source of information, templates and on 

line training. See page 8 for more information on how to access this. 

 

 

SEND PAGES  
 

Information is updated regularly and is subject to change. An overview of what is currently 

available is summarised below: 

 SEND Code of Practice 

 The Graduated Approach 

 Communication and Interaction 

 Cognition and Learning 

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

 Sensory and Physical 

 Request for service (Individual referral forms, EHC Request forms etc) 

 SAFeh 

 Supporting Parents 

 SEND Transition 

 Contact details (Health Visitors, Paediatricians etc) 

 Early Years Consultation Meetings (joint surgeries with EIOs and EPs) 

 Speech and Language drop-in sessions 

 

 

E-LEARNING ON THE VLE TO SUPPORT SEND 
 

There are numerous e-learning courses available on the VLE to support SEND.  These include: 

 Home visiting 

 Practical strategies to support behaviour in the early years environment 

 The two year old progress check 

 Writing SEND support plans and target setting 

See pages 85 - 107 for further details. 

 

 

  

SEND Support on the VLE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is appropriate for 
all practitioners working in 
early years. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
children with social 
communication differences 
and how different approaches 
can support their attention 
and listening skills in group 
situations. 
 
To develop an understanding 
of the Attention Bucket stages 
and process. 
 
To experience practical ideas 
and Bucket activities for 
practitioners to try and take 
back to their setting. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will include a brief insight into working with and supporting 
children with social communication difficulties or ASC.  It will explore 
how a different and well known approach can support children in gaining 
attention skills to support development of children’s spontaneous 
language and to follow rules and boundaries in a group activity. This 
approach is also appropriate for children who are experiencing a general 
delay in their language development. 
 
It will provide an introduction to using bucket activities in your setting, 
and look at the foundations of listening and attention skills. 
 
There will be lots of practical demonstrations of activities you can 
experience which will inform your practice, and you will have ideas to 
take back and use. 
 

 
 
DATE/TIME/VENUE  
 
Thursday 9th January 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show policy 
 

 
FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officers – Early Years Team 

 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

  

Using Attention Bucket Activities to 

support Children in your Setting 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
SENCOs and the key persons 
who are supporting children 
with a different 
developmental pattern. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To support the identification 
of children with 
developmental delay or 
disorder using quality 
observations and track their 
progress. 
 
To have an understanding of 
“best fit” assessment on 
children’s profiles. 
 
To support the tracking of the 
child’s progress in their 
learning and development 
relative to their starting 
points. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“… ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and 
development process.  It involves practitioners observing children to 
understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles and 
then shape learning experiences for each child reflecting those 
observations.” (EYFS 2.1) 
 
This course will look at best fit judgements identified from quality 
observations to track children with SEND using different assessment tools. 
 
You will have an opportunity to explore different tracking and assessment 
tools which will celebrate progress and support the tracking of children 
with SEND on the EYFS developmental map.  We will discuss the use of 
different assessment tools which you can use for a wide range of 
purposes. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 9th January 2020  1.00pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

Assessment Tools to Celebrate Progress 

and Support Children with SEND 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
SENCOs/Assistant SENCOs 
who have children in their 
setting with more complex 
needs and need to be aware 
of the EHCna process or have 
a child in their setting with an 
EHCP. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the Graduated 
Response and how it is used 
to inform the decision making 
and request for an Education 
Health and Care needs 
assessment to be considered 
by the Local Authority. 
 
To understand the processes 
of the EHC needs assessment 
and Education Health Care 
Plan responsibilities. 
 
To have knowledge of 
gathering evidence and 
report writing to support an 
EHC needs request. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course will inform SENCOs how to follow the Graduated Response to 
collate paperwork to use as evidence towards a request for an Education 
Health Care needs assessment (EHCna).   
 
It will look at the responsibilities of the setting if they have a child with an 
EHCP in place. 
 
 
 
 

 
DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 15th January 2020 1.00pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

  

Understanding the EHCna Process and  

the Role and Responsibility of Settings  

through this Process and Beyond 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is appropriate for 
newly appointed SENCOs in 
early years settings. It could 
also be used as a refresher 
course for experienced 
SENCOs and Childminders 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
the whole team approach to 
supporting children under the 
SEND Code of Practice. 
 
To have a clear 
understanding of the role and 
responsibilities for the SENCO 
and staff regarding the SEND 
Code of Practice. 
 
To understand and feel 
confident in following the 
graduated approach once a 
child has been identified with 
a different developmental 
pattern. 

 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Providers must have arrangements in place to support children with SEN 
or disabilities…. and must have regard to the Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) Code of Practice.”  

(EYFS Statutory Framework) 
 
As a new SENCO, the SEND Code of Practice can appear to be daunting 
and challenging.  This half-day course will help you to develop your 
understanding of the requirements of the Code of Practice and the role of 
the SENCO in implementing it.  Through group work and discussions there 
will be opportunities to explore: 

 The role and responsibilities of the SENCO 

 The role of other staff in the setting in supporting children with 
SEND 

 The processes required to support children once a concern has 
been raised through following the graduated approach 

 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 20th January 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

Promoting a Whole Team Approach to 

Special Educational Needs and Disability 

(SEND) in Early Years 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
SENCOs and Childminders 
who wish to gain further 
knowledge of this important 
aspect of supporting children 
with SEND or more 
experienced SENCOs who 
wish to refresh their 
knowledge. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To be able to identify the 
difference between a target 
and an outcome. 
 
To be able to write SMART 
targets and SCRUFFY 
outcomes. 
 
To effectively use targets and 
outcomes when planning for 
children with SEND. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Early years providers must guide the development of children’s 
capabilities with a view to ensuring that children in their care complete the 
EYFS ready to benefit fully from the opportunities ahead of them.” 

(EYFS Statutory Framework) 
 
For children who have SEND it is important their next steps are 
developmentally appropriate and their successes are measurable.  This 
half day course will focus on the skills required in order to write 
developmentally appropriate targets for children.  It will also explore how 
outcomes can be measured in order to further support the child’s learning 
and assessment. 
 
Through attending this course practitioners will have a greater 
understanding of how these targets and outcomes will support the 
graduated approach. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 22nd January 2020 1.00pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

 

 

SMART Targets and SCRUFFY 

Outcomes 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
Early years practitioners face 
a challenging task in 
identifying very young 
children with additional 
needs and simultaneously 
providing support and advice 
to concerned parents.  
SENCO stands for Special 
Educational Needs 
Coordinator, and settings 
have a legal duty to follow 
the SEND Code of Practice. 
This is crucial for early years 
settings in supporting early 
identification and 
intervention for children with 
special educational needs 
and will be a useful contact 
for parents if they were to 
have any concerns about 
their child’s development. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To enable new SENCOs to 
understand and follow the 
Graduated approach in 
supporting children with 
SEND. 
 
To help new SENCOs to be 
aware of their role and 
responsibilities in complying 
with the SEND code of 
practice. 
 
To support SENCOs to 
develop an inclusive whole 
team approach to SEND 
within their setting.   

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Are you a new SENCO in your setting?  Are you feeling overwhelmed trying 
to make sense of the role?  This day will provide practitioners with 
information and knowledge about SEND.  We will share practical strategies 
to support children with additional needs and to develop inclusive practice 
in your setting.  We will help you to develop a whole team approach to 
supporting these children.  
 

The role of the SENCO involves ensuring all practitioners in the setting 
understand their responsibilities to children with SEN and the setting’s 
approach to identifying and meeting the SEND Code of Practice.  The role 
also includes: 

 Advising and supporting colleagues 

 Ensuring parents are closely involved throughout and that their insights 
inform action taken by the setting 

 Liaising with professionals or agencies beyond the setting 

 Ensuring a smooth onward transition and planning for moving on to 
school for pre-school children 

Come along and we will support you in starting to develop your practice and 
taking the first steps in this crucial new role.  
 

This whole day training is for practitioners who have become new SENCOs, 
taking on this role since September 2019 and who have not previously 
attended any ‘Whole Team Approach’, ‘Targets and Outcomes’ or SEND 
group training delivered by the Early Years Team in the last 4 years.  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All practitioners must have read chapter 5 of the SEND Code 
of Practice before attending.  
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 10th February 2020 9.15am – 4.00pm 
Brook Way Activity Centre, Bradley Stoke 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
Not available to others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

Help! I’m a new SENCO 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is appropriate for 
all practitioners working in 
early years who have 
previously attended “Using 
Attention Bucket Activities to 
Support Children in your 
Setting” training and run 
Attention Bucket activities in 
your setting. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
how Attention Bucket 
activities can improve 
children’s attention and 
listening skills. 
 
To further develop an 
understanding of the 
Attention Bucket stages and 
process. 
 
To experience practical ideas 
and Bucket activities for 
practitioners to try and take 
back to their setting. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will provide an opportunity to network with practitioners from 
other settings, to share attention bucket ideas. 
 
It will provide an increased knowledge of activities when using bucket 
activities in your setting to extend children’s listening and attention skills. 
 
There will be lots of practical demonstrations of activities you will 
experience which will inform and enhance your practice, and have ideas 
to take back and use at your setting. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: You will need to have attended ‘Using Attention Bucket 
Activities to Support Children in your Setting’ in order to attend this 
course. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 9th March 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show policy 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

Enhanced Attention Bucket Ideas 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
SENCOs and the key persons 
who are supporting children 
with a different 
developmental pattern. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To support the identification 
of children with 
developmental delay or 
disorder using quality 
observations and track their 
progress. 
 
To have an understanding of 
“best fit” assessment on 
children’s profiles. 
 
To support the tracking of the 
child’s progress in their 
learning and development 
relative to their starting 
points. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“… ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and 
development process.  It involves practitioners observing children to 
understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles and 
then shape learning experiences for each child reflecting those 
observations.” (EYFS 2.1) 
 
This course will look at best fit judgements identified from quality 
observations to track children with SEND using different assessment tools. 
 
You will have an opportunity to explore different tracking and assessment 
tools which will celebrate progress and support the tracking of children 
with SEND on the EYFS developmental map.  We will discuss the use of 
different assessment tools which you can use for a wide range of 
purposes. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
 
Wednesday 16th September 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

Assessment Tools to Celebrate Progress 

and Support Children with SEND 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is appropriate for 
newly appointed SENCOs in 
early years settings. It could 
also be used as a refresher 
course for experienced 
SENCOs and Childminders 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
the whole team approach to 
supporting children under the 
SEND Code of Practice. 
 
To have a clear 
understanding of the role and 
responsibilities for the SENCO 
and staff regarding the SEND 
Code of Practice. 
 
To understand and feel 
confident in following the 
graduated approach once a 
child has been identified with 
a different developmental 
pattern. 

 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Providers must have arrangements in place to support children with SEN 
or disabilities…. and must have regard to the Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) Code of Practice.”  

(EYFS Statutory Framework) 
 
As a new SENCO, the SEND Code of Practice can appear to be daunting 
and challenging.  This half-day course will help you to develop your 
understanding of the requirements of the Code of Practice and the role of 
the SENCO in implementing it.  Through group work and discussions there 
will be opportunities to explore: 

 The role and responsibilities of the SENCO 

 The role of other staff in the setting in supporting children with 
SEND 

 The processes required to support children once a concern has 
been raised through following the graduated approach 

 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
 
Monday 28th September 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

Promoting a Whole Team Approach to 

Special Educational Needs and Disability 

(SEND) in Early Years 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
SENCOs and Childminders 
who wish to gain further 
knowledge of this important 
aspect of supporting children 
with SEND or more 
experienced SENCOs who 
wish to refresh their 
knowledge. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To be able to identify the 
difference between a target 
and an outcome. 
 
To be able to write SMART 
targets and SCRUFFY 
outcomes. 
 
To effectively use targets and 
outcomes when planning for 
children with SEND. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Early years providers must guide the development of children’s 
capabilities with a view to ensuring that children in their care complete the 
EYFS ready to benefit fully from the opportunities ahead of them.” 

(EYFS Statutory Framework) 
 
For children who have SEND it is important their next steps are 
developmentally appropriate and their successes are measurable.  This 
half day course will focus on the skills required in order to write 
developmentally appropriate targets for children.  It will also explore how 
outcomes can be measured in order to further support the child’s learning 
and assessment. 
 
Through attending this course practitioners will have a greater 
understanding of how these targets and outcomes will support the 
graduated approach. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
 
Thursday 1st October 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

SMART Targets and SCRUFFY 

Outcomes 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
SENCOs/Assistant SENCOs 
who have children in their 
setting with more complex 
needs and need to be aware 
of the EHCna process or have 
a child in their setting with an 
EHCP. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the Graduated 
response and how it is used 
to inform the decision making 
and request for an Education 
Health and Care needs 
assessment to be considered 
by the Local Authority. 
 
To understand the processes 
of the EHC needs assessment 
and Education Health Care 
Plan responsibilities. 
 
To have knowledge of 
gathering evidence and 
report writing to support an 
EHC needs request. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course will inform SENCOs how to follow the Graduated Response to 
collate paperwork to use as evidence towards a request for an Education 
Health Care needs assessment (EHCna).   
 
It will look at the responsibilities of the setting if they have a child with an 
EHCP in place. 
 
 
 
 

 
DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
 
Tuesday 10th November 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£60 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

Understanding the EHCna Process and  

the Role and Responsibility of Settings  

through this Process and Beyond 

BOOK A PLACE 
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Supporting Children’s 

Learning 
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

“Children are born ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact with other people and the 

world around them. Development is not an automatic process, however, it depends on each unique child having 

opportunities to interact in positive relationships and enabling environments.” Development Matters page 2. 

 

Courses in this section explore the exciting way in which young children learn and the key role of both adults and 

the learning environment in supporting and stimulating children’s learning. Settings can select to purchase 

individual setting visits if they wish to further develop and enhance their curriculum provision. Please contact the 

Early Years Team at earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk to discuss your requirements.   

 

 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN’S LEARNING – SUPPORT ON THE VLE 
 

The VLE provides practitioners across South Gloucestershire with a rich source of information, templates and on 

line training.  

 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT PAGES (Early Years Providers > 08 Learning + Development) 

 

Information is updated regularly and is subject to change. An overview of what is currently available is 

summarised below: 

 The Learning Environment 

 Learning Outside 

 Observation Assessment and Planning 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal Social and Emotional Development 

 Literacy 

 Maths 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 The Characteristics of Effective Teaching 

 Quality Displays 

 Baby Practice 

 Two Year Olds 

 Development Matters and EYFS 

 Activity Cards and Challenge Cards 

 

 

Supporting Children’s 

Learning 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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E-LEARNING ON THE VLE TO SUPPORT CHILDREN’S LEARNING 
 

There is a large number of e-learning courses on the VLE to support children’s learning, including the following: 

 Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 Creating Patterns in Play 

 Effective Monitoring and Tracking 

 Encouraging the Physicality of Writing 

 Fun with Phonics (Letters and Sounds Phase 1) 

 Inspiring Spaces – Secret Hiding Spaces 

 Introduction to Child Development 

 Introduction to Physical Development 

 Maths – Exploring and Understanding Shape, Space and Measure 

 Maths – Planning for Progress in Numbers (3 – 5 years) 

 Supporting Mathematical Development 

 Treasure Baskets 

 Understanding Brain Development 

See pages 85 - 107 for details of all of the e-learning courses currently available. 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This 4-part course is for Baby 
Room Practitioners who 
would like an opportunity to 
develop their knowledge and 
practice with children 0 – 2 
years old. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To enable practitioners to 
deepen their understanding 
of the developmental needs 
of children aged 0 – 2 years. 
 
To encourage practitioners to 
reflect upon their role when 
working with children 0 – 2 
years to support their 
development. 
 
To support practitioners with 
developing practice in their 
individual settings and inspire 
good practice. 
 
 
 

“A baby is a wonderful 
way to start a person.”  

(Source unknown) 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Baby room practitioners play a key role in those very first experiences, but 
what should the world look like through the eyes of the babies in your care 
to make this start the very best for them?   
 

This interactive and informative course will facilitate practitioners to gain a 
deeper understanding of babies, their unique needs, and the stages of 
development they typically go through.  A range of thought provoking 
activities and discussions will inspire practitioners to reflect upon their 
team’s outlook on provision for babies, how this impacts babies, and ways 
that they can improve the experiences that they provide.   
 

Each session will have a different focus with gap tasks and further 
information via a designated VLE learning space specifically for delegates, to 
encourage deeper individual reflection beyond the session.  Practitioners 
will be expected to attend all sessions to fully benefit from the course. 
 

Session 1 – Attachment, routines and the role of the key person. 
Session 2 – Understanding and supporting the prime areas of learning. 
Session 3 – Practical activities which support the characteristics of effective 
learning. 
Session 4 – Enabling your environment. 
 

Upon completing the course a visit will be offered to all delegates to provide 
tailored support with embedding their knowledge into practice. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 21st January 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm  AND 
Tuesday 25th February 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm AND  
Thursday 26th March 2020 9.30am – 12.15pm AND 
Tuesday 28th April 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue:  Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£150 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

The Wonderful World of Babies 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
apprentices and level 2 
practitioners as well as 
those new or returning to 
the early years.  It will be 
an opportunity to network 
with other practitioners 
who are new to early years 
as well as mentorship and 
support.   
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To increase knowledge of 
child development 
specifically in the prime 
areas of learning. 
 
To recognise the 
importance of play in the 
early years and provide 
experiences which support 
children’s characteristics of 
effective learning. 
 
To have a deeper 
understanding of the 
importance of observation 
and assessment in order to 
support and record 
children’s progress across 
the areas of the EYFS. 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
With four focussed sessions this collaborative four-part course will further 
practitioners’ knowledge, skills and confidence in supporting young children. 
 

Part 1: A Unique Child – This session will explore and enhance your knowledge 
of child development as a sequence of physical, communication and 
emotional changes. 
Part 2: Positive Relationships – This session will be an opportunity to reflect 
on attachment and the importance of key people in the child’s life.  You will 
deepen your knowledge of how to promote positive behaviour through self-
regulation and emotional literacy. 
Part 3: Enabling Environments – Play underpins learning and all aspects of 
children’s development.  The role that adults have is crucial.  This session will 
delve deeper into how you can provide playful experiences including practical 
examples that support children’s characteristics of effective learning. 
Part 4: Learning and Development – The final session will consolidate your 
learning through the importance of understanding and analysing your 
observations and assessments of children in order to tailor your planning. 
 

This course includes a support visit to your setting from one of the trainers 
which will be personalised to your learning experiences.  Practitioners will be 
expected to attend all sessions to fully benefit from the course. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 24th January 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm  AND 
Friday 27th March 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm  AND 
Friday 1st May 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue: Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) AND 
Friday 10th July 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos delegates 
£150 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

New to the Early Years: Empowering 

Individuals, Enhancing Practice 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This 4-part course is suitable 
for all practitioners working 
with 2 – 3 year olds who 
would like the opportunity to 
network with other 
practitioners in a similar role, 
to share good practice and 
partake in quality 
professional discussions. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To support practitioners to 
reflect upon their role when 
working with the 2 – 3 year 
old age group. 
 
To reflect on their 
understanding of how this 
age group learn. 
 
To explore/share practical 
ideas and strategies when 
working with this age group. 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Two year olds have an appetite for acquiring knowledge and skills at a rate 
that we find incredible but that we don’t always understand.  This course 
will give you practical skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence in 
providing an environment that really fosters the natural curiosity and 
energy that two year olds express. 
 
This four part course will also involve a ‘gap task’ for you to practise new 
knowledge and skills learnt. 
 
Session 1:  Building a two year old’s brain – explore aspects of child 
development and how the brain is a vital part of that development. 
Session 2:  How to provide playful experiences that support children’s 
creativity. 
Session 3:  How the prime areas of development are the foundation for 
children’s learning in the future. 
Session 4:  Reflection on previous learning and to understand the 
importance of analysing observations and making accurate judgements 
when completing the progress check at age 2. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 30th April 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) AND 
Thursday 4th June 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised     AND 
Friday 3rd July 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised     AND 
Thursday 17th September 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Glos settings 
£150 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Tuning into your Two Year Olds 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is suitable for 
practitioners working with 3 
and 4 year olds who wish to 
improve their knowledge of 
how to provide fun, exciting 
and playful experiences 
which inspire lifelong 
learning. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To recognise the importance 
of play in the early years and 
provide experiences which 
support children’s 
characteristics of effective 
learning. 
 
To identify ways in which we 
can support children to feel 
safe and secure in order to 
engage in meaningful 
learning experiences. 
 
To explore provocations for 
learning which inspire the 
skills for lifelong learning. 
 
 

“Play is the highest form of 
research.” 

(Albert Einstein) 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This 4-part course will look at the power of play and how essential it is for 
embedding learning and deepening understanding.  Each session will 
explore practical play ideas which provoke curiosity, playfulness, awe and 
wonder in order to promote children’s characteristics of effective learning. 
 
Session 1: In this session we will look at children’s sense of belonging and 
how we can support children to settle in through genuine relationships 
and promoting a positive sense of self. 
Session 2:  In this session we will explore provocations for learning and 
how we provide children with the opportunities for deeper learning 
through resources that feed their vivid imagination and widen their life 
experiences. 
Session 3:  In this session we will focus on how we utilise the environment 
and our role as the teacher in order to support children’s communication 
and language skills both indoors and out. 
Session 4:  In this session we will identify how we can make learning 
visible in order to celebrate and focus on children’s competences for 
learning allowing us to celebrate the process not the outcome. 
 
“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning.  But 
for children play is serious learning.  Play is really the work of childhood.”  

(Fred Rogers) 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 2nd July 2020  9.15am – 12.15pm AND 
Thursday 24th September 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm AND 
Thursday 22nd October 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm AND 
Thursday 26th November 2020 9.15am – 12.15pm 
Venue to be advised 
 

COST 
 
No charge for Ofsted registered South Gloucestershire delegates 
£150 for others 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 6 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

BOOK A PLACE 
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OVERVIEW 

 
“The best classroom and the richest cupboard is roofed only by the sky.” 

Margaret McMillan 

 

Do you want confident, capable, interested, motivated, inspired, resilient, creative, respectful children who 

become lifelong learners and achieve?  If so, join us on a Forest School journey along a pathway to learn, support 

and achieve.  The Early Years Team can offer a range of training and accredited courses to enable you to be 

confident in developing your skills and knowledge to support children you are working with and in developing a 

whole setting/school approach at whatever stage you are currently at. 

 

 

WHAT IS FOREST SCHOOL? 

 
Forest School is an inspirational process that offers every learner regular opportunities to achieve and develop 

confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning and sensory experiences in a woodland or natural 

environment with trees. 

 

Forest School is a specialised learning approach that sits within and compliments the wider context of outdoor 

learning.  The child led ethos is shared by thousands of trained practitioners across the UK and beyond.  Its roots 

reach back to early years pioneers in outdoor learning and across the sea to Scandinavia and woodland education. 

 

Forest School is a long-term process of regular sessions, rather than a one-off or infrequent visits.  It takes place in 

a woodland or natural environment and aims to promote the holistic development of all those involved, foster 

resilient, confident, independent and creative learners.  It offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks 

appropriate to the environment and to themselves. 

 

Forest School is run by qualified Forest School Leaders who continually maintain and develop their professional 

practice. 

 

 

WHY TRAIN WITH US? 

 
 Two experienced, qualified Forest School trainers 

 Local Authority endorsed training 

 Specialisms in SEND, Curriculum, Makaton, Behaviour and Communication 

 Experienced in curriculum and advisory support 

 Passionate about getting children outdoors to connect with nature and the natural environment 

 

 

Forest School  
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF TRAINING WITH US? 

 
 Quality face to face training 

 Our established partner, Cambium Sustainable, is an Approved Qualifications Centre and Accredited 

Training Provider delivering nationally recognised QCF courses 

 Certificated training with support to complete a portfolio of work 

 Access to a library of books and resources 

 Access to South Gloucestershire Skill Share Network 

 Competitive rates 

 Further CPD opportunities 

 

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE IN LEADING FOREST SCHOOL? 

 
The Level 3 Certificate in Leading Forest School course includes: 
 

 5 days face to face training and teaching with 5 units of study at Level 3, including: Theory of play, co-

ordination and delivery of Forest School Programme, holistic development, impact of Forest School on 

behaviour, play and development, observation and assessment, historical use of woodlands and 

sustainability and management of natural resources, emotional intelligence, identification and ecology, 

risk benefit and management, fire, tool use and cooking 

 2 days skills assessment 

 Complete a portfolio of work for assessment 

 Tutorial 

 Practical work based assessment 

 Opportunity to shadow or assist a Forest School Leader in the delivery of a session, or visit a Forest School 

session in action 

 Start-up gift package 

 Free membership to the Forest School Association in your first year 

 5% discount at the Cambium Sustainable shop 

 Access to a library of books and resources 

 Email and telephone support available 
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SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 

 
Forest School courses available are: 

 Level 2 Award in Assisting Forest School (QCF) – 8 credits 

 Level 3 Certificate in Leading Forest School (QCF) – 14 credits 

 

 

Bespoke training is also available for your whole setting.  Contact the Early Years Team for 

further information and costs: earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course will enable you to 
assist at forest school sessions 
alongside a qualified Level 3 
Forest School Leader. 
 
Entry requirements: Must have 
established link with a qualified 
Level 3 Forest School Leader; be 
aged 16 years or over; be DBS 
checked and hold a Level 1 
outdoor learning qualification or 
equivalent. A suitable first aid 
qualification is also useful to 
complement this course. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an opportunity to learn 
and further develop a range of 
outdoor practical tasks in a 
natural environment. 
 
To understand how to use the 
woodland as a sustainable 
natural resource and understand 
the ecology. 
 
To explore the theoretical side of 
planning for learning and play at 
Forest School. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course will run alongside the Level 3 Certificate in Leading Forest 
School. The training will include modules such as: 

 Supporting Learning, Play and Development in the Outdoors 

 Sustainable Use of Natural Resources 

 Outdoor Practical Skills 

 Assist at Forest School 

Please note this course enables you to assist at Forest Schools and does 
not qualify you to run Forest School sessions. 

This is a QCF accredited course through Cambium and Agored (QCF). You 
will have a workbook to hand in to complete the course. This should 
take approximately six months to complete. 

Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 

“I had some knowledge of forest school from experiencing a session but I 
feel this has opened my eyes to the wider variety, benefits and 
opportunities forest school offers.” 

Previous participant. 

 
DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 18th AND Thursday 19th AND Friday 20th March 2020 
9.00am – 5.00pm, Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£380 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£380 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment is received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show 
policy. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

  

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

Level 2 Award in Assisting Forest 

School (QCF) – 8 Credits 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is designed for those 
who would like to develop, set 
up and deliver Forest School 
programmes. This will enable 
leadership of Forest School 
Programmes linked to child 
development.  
 
Entry requirements: All 
delegates must be over 21, have 
a relevant Level 2 qualification, 
have a current DBS check, have 
an appropriate First Aid 
qualification and have an 
established link with a client 
group and a Forest School site. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the development 
of Forest School and the Forest 
School principles.  
 
To understand the coordination 
required for the Forest School 
Programme. 
 
To be able to deliver Forest 
School Sessions and reflect on 
practice. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Through a combination of practical outdoor learning and indoor 
teaching, we will explore the benefits for children as child led learners 
for lifelong skills. This will enable you to deepen your knowledge and 
understanding of the philosophy and the ethos behind the Forest School 
approach. This is a QCF accredited course through Cambium and Agored. 
Subjects and modules we will cover include: 

 Supportive Learning, Play and Development in the Outdoors 

 Forest School Leader 

 Observation and Evaluation of Outdoor Learning 

 Sustainable use of Natural Resources 

 Teaching Outdoor Practical Skills 
 

Further details on what this training includes can be found on page 109 
of this booklet.  The course equates to 70 hours of taught time and 
requires, on average, a further 110 hours of self-study time from the 
student.  Learners must complete a portfolio of work for assessment.  
 

You will need to source and attend an appropriate two day First Aid 
course to cover you for working outdoors (not included in course cost). 
Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 18th AND Thursday 19th AND Friday 20th March AND 
Thursday 2nd AND Friday 3rd April AND Thursday 23rd AND Friday 24th 
April 2020 
9.00am – 5.00pm, Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 

 
COST 
 
£825 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£825 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment is received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show 
policy. 

 
FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

  

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

Level 3 Certificate in Leading Forest 

School (QCF) – 14 Credits 

BOOK A PLACE 
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OVERVIEW 

 
“Memorable activity leads to memorable learning.” 

Robin Hammerton HMI 2008 
 
Have you ever noticed that some children are more engaged and focused when outdoors?  Do your outdoor 
spaces motivate, inspire and engage your children’s learning? 
 
The Early Years Team can offer a range of training courses to enable you to be confident in developing your 
skills and knowledge to support children that you are working with, as well as offering courses to develop a 
whole setting/school approach at whatever stage you are currently at. 
 
These courses have quickly become popular with educational professionals wanting to expand their knowledge 
and confidence in delivering the curriculum in local outdoor spaces, their own setting, or school grounds.  
These courses will also aim to develop your own skills in how to improve your local green environments for 
learning and biodiversity. 
 
 

WHAT IS OUTDOOR LEARNING? 
 
Outdoor Learning is a broad term that includes: curriculum focused learning; outdoor play in the early years; 
school grounds projects; environmental education; recreational and adventure activities; personal and social 
development programmes; team building; management development and education for sustainability. 
 
Outdoor Learning happens in the natural environments where participants can see, hear, touch and smell the 
real thing.  It can provide a real contrast to the indoor classroom.  Through skilled teaching, interpretation or 
facilitation, outdoor experiences readily become a stimulating source of fascination.  It builds self-esteem and 
supports individuals’ style of learning. 
 
 

WHY TRAIN WITH US? 
 

 Two qualified, experienced Outdoor Learning trainers working with the support of South 
Gloucestershire Council 

 Specialisms in SEND, Curriculum, Makaton, Behaviour and Communication 

 Experienced in curriculum and advisory support 
 
 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF TRAINING WITH US? 
 

 Quality face to face training 

 Our established partner, Cambium Sustainable, is an Approved Qualifications Centre and Accredited 
Training Provider delivering nationally recognised QCF courses 

 Certificated training with support to complete a portfolio of work 

Outdoor Learning 
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 Access to a library of books and resources 

 Access to South Gloucestershire Outdoor Network 

 Competitive rates 

 Further CPD opportunities 
 

 

 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 
Outdoor Learning courses available are: 

 Level 2 Award in Outdoor Learning Practice (QCF) – 5 Credits 

 Level 3 Award in Coordinating an Outdoor Curriculum (QCF) – 13 credits 

 Learning through the Seasons (Winter) 

 Learning through the Seasons (Spring) 

 Learning through the Seasons (Summer) 

 Learning through the Seasons (Autumn) 
 
Bespoke training is also available for your whole setting.  Contact the Early Years Team for further information 
and costs: earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

 

 
 

  

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
anyone new or developing 
their outdoor skills, or those 
who have knowledge and 
want further inspiration to 
develop an all year round 
outdoor practice.   
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To be able to develop and 
share experiences and 
activities when working 
outdoors with children during 
the winter season. 
 
To extend personal 
confidence and 
understanding working 
outdoors in nature with 
young children and to be able 
to cascade this within the 
setting. 
 
To develop a dynamic risk 
benefit approach to working 
outdoors. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to look at how play and learning outdoors 
links in with the seasons. We will look at different types of play and 
learning to support child development. We will introduce basic outdoor 
and woodland skills, simple tools, identifying risks, hazards and benefits to 
help you starting to develop your own practice in the natural 
environment. 
 
Winter can often be a challenging time outdoors but we will explore more 
ideas to develop your confidence and knowledge working with children 
outdoors in the elements that the great British weather throws at us. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather. Waterproofs, stout walking 
boots/welly boots and warm clothing are advised. 
 
This is the second of four standalone sessions offered throughout the 
academic year, based on the seasons. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 17th January 2020 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for Ofsted registered South Gloucestershire settings 
£60 for others 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show policy. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Learning through the Seasons 

(Winter) 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
anyone with an educational 
background wanting to 
develop outdoor teaching 
skills. The Outdoor Learning 
Practice training course fits 
the needs of educational 
professionals in the EYFS and 
National Curriculum. 
 
Entry Requirements: 
You must be working in an 
educational establishment 
and have a current DBS 
check. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To identify the learning 
opportunities outside and 
plan a programme of outdoor 
learning sessions. 
 
To develop a risk/benefit 
analysis for outdoor learning. 
 
To understand ecology and 
the sustainable use of natural 
resources in the outdoor 
environment. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This training focuses on developing practical hands-on skills and a bank of 
activities. It will enable you to build confidence and your ability in using 
the outdoor environments, learning how to manage and improve these 
for teaching & learning. It is designed to be as practical, accessible and 
supportive as possible in helping you to make a success of implementing a 
programme of Outdoor Learning.   
 

This is a QCF accredited course through Cambium.  You will have a 
workbook to hand in, in order to complete the course.  This will take 
approximately three months to complete. 
 

What next? Once this course is completed, if you would like to develop 
your knowledge and work towards embedding outdoor learning as a 
whole school strategy, you can top up and book onto the Level 3 Award in  
Coordinating an Outdoor Curriculum. 
 

Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 13th AND Monday 16th March 2020, 9.30am – 3.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
AND 
Monday 23rd March 2020 9.30am – 12.00 noon 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£250 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£250 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show policy. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

Level 2 Award in Outdoor Learning 

Practice (QCF) – 5 Credits 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
anyone new or developing 
their outdoor skills, or those 
who have knowledge and 
want further inspiration to 
develop an all year round 
outdoor practice.   
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To be able to develop and 
share experiences and 
activities when working 
outdoors with children during 
the winter season. 
 
To extend personal 
confidence and 
understanding working 
outdoors in nature with 
young children and to be able 
to cascade this within the 
setting. 
 
To develop a dynamic risk 
benefit approach to working 
outdoors. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to look at how play and learning outdoors 
links in with the seasons. Spring is such an exciting season to explore and 
discover.   
 
We will look at different types of play and learning to support child 
development. We will introduce basic outdoor and woodland skills, simple 
tools, identifying risks, hazards and benefits to help you starting to 
develop your own practice in the natural environment. 
 
We will explore ideas to develop your confidence and knowledge working 
with children outdoors in the elements that the great British weather 
throws at us. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather. Waterproofs, stout walking 
boots/welly boots and warm clothing are advised. 
 
This is the third of four standalone sessions offered throughout the 
academic year, based on the seasons. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 31st March 2020 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for Ofsted registered South Gloucestershire settings 
£60 for others 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show policy. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Learning through the Seasons 

(Spring) 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at anyone 
with an educational 
background wanting to develop 
outdoor teaching skills as a 
Curriculum Outdoor 
Coordinator. This course fits 
the needs of educational 
professionals in the EYFS and 
National Curriculum. 

Entry requirements: 
You must be working in an 
educational establishment and 
have a current DBS check. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand how to 
implement the sustainable use 
of natural learning resources. 
 

To develop a bank of practical 
hands-on skills and activities in 
order to plan a year round 
Outdoor Learning programme 
and cascade to others. 
 

To audit and reflect on existing 
provision and practice, creating 
procedures and best practice 
guidelines for coordinating 
provision as a whole school 
educational strategy. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Would you like to motivate and enthuse others to get outside the 
classroom?  This course fits the needs of educational professionals and the 
EYFS and national curriculum.  It focuses on developing practical hands-on 
skills and a range of activities and experiences to use outdoors, developing 
your outdoor space and grounds.  
 
Do you want to consider how to further develop the outdoor space, 
enhance the clubs that currently happen outdoors or build confidence to 
successfully cascade information and embed outdoor learning in your 
setting, taking a whole strategic approach to using outdoor environments 
for education and learning? 
 
Become an outdoor ambassador  
 
This is a QCF accredited course through Cambium.  You will have a 
workbook to hand in, in order to complete the course.  This will take 
approximately nine months to complete. 
 
Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 20th AND Tuesday 21st April AND Thursday 25th 
AND Friday 26th June 2020 
9.30am – 3.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase)  
 

COST 
 
£450 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£450 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show policy. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Level 3 Award in Coordinating an 

Outdoor Curriculum (QCF) – 13 Credits 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
anyone new or developing 
their outdoor skills, or those 
who have knowledge and 
want further inspiration to 
develop an all year round 
outdoor practice.   
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To be able to develop and 
share experiences and 
activities when working 
outdoors with children during 
the winter season. 
 
To extend personal 
confidence and 
understanding working 
outdoors in nature with 
young children and to be able 
to cascade this within the 
setting. 
 
To develop a dynamic risk 
benefit approach to working 
outdoors. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
As summer develops we will look at how play and learning outdoors links 
in with this season. 
 
We are often outdoors more at this time of year but what are children 
actually learning? And how can we support their experiences and play?  
We will introduce basic outdoor and woodland skills, simple tools, 
identifying risks, hazards and benefits to help you starting to develop your 
own practice in the natural environment.  We will explore ideas to 
develop your confidence and knowledge working with children outdoors 
in the elements that the great British weather throws at us. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather. Waterproofs, stout walking 
boots/welly boots and warm clothing are advised. 
 
This is the fourth of four standalone sessions offered throughout the 
academic year, based on the seasons. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 11th June 2020 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Venue to be advised 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for Ofsted registered South Gloucestershire settings 
£60 for others 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show policy. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Learning through the Seasons 

(Summer) 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
anyone new or developing 
their outdoor skills, or those 
who have knowledge and 
want further inspiration to 
develop an all year round 
outdoor practice.   
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To be able to develop and 
share experiences and 
activities when working 
outdoors with children during 
the winter season. 
 
To extend personal 
confidence and 
understanding working 
outdoors in nature with 
young children and to be able 
to cascade this within the 
setting. 
 
To develop a dynamic risk 
benefit approach to working 
outdoors. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to look at how play and learning outdoors 
links in with the seasons.  We will look at different types of play and 
learning to support child development.  We will introduce basic outdoor 
and woodland skills, simple tools, identifying risks, hazards and benefits to 
help you in starting to develop your own practice in the natural 
environment.  Autumn can often be a challenging month outdoors but we 
will explore more ideas to develop your confidence and knowledge 
working with children outdoors in the elements that the great British 
weather throws at us. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather. Waterproofs, stout walking 
boots/welly boots and warm clothing is advised. 
 
This is the fourth of four standalone sessions offered throughout the 
academic year, based on the seasons. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 14th October 2020 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Venue to be advised 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for Ofsted registered South Gloucestershire settings 
£60 for others  
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 1 for how to pay and page 6 for no-show policy. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Learning through the Seasons 

(Autumn) 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp


OUTDOOR LEARNING 

84 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

 



E-LEARNING ON THE VLE 
 

85 
 

 

 E-learning   

on the VLE 
 

 

 

 

  



E-LEARNING ON THE VLE 
 

86 
 

 
 

SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

Sometimes finding the time to attend a face to face training event can be a huge challenge.  In 

recognition of this we have developed a wide ranging suite of e-learning courses which have 

been designed for practitioners to undertake in their own time and at their own pace.  These 

are continually being added to, so look out for new courses throughout the year.  

 

 

The materials have been designed so that they can be 

downloaded and used by groups of staff or childminders at 

staff meetings, or by individuals. 

 

 

 

 

        Effective Leading in the Baby Room 

                          

Some courses require participants to undertake work in their 

setting and then submit evidence of completion in order to get a 

certificate. 

 

                                           Encouraging the Physicality of Writing    

 

All courses are centrally funded for South Gloucestershire settings and 

childminders.  They are not available to those working outside of the local 

authority. 

 

 

    

Exploring Mirrors and Light 

E-learning Courses on the VLE 
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Effective Leading in the Baby Room 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will guide room leaders with ideas on how to lead practice in the baby room.  The 
in depth module will specifically focus on working with babies and will explore the importance 
of working in partnership with parents. 
 
Consideration will be given on how to lead practice and provide positive and valuable 
experiences in a baby room.  The course also contains practical examples to support effective 
leading in a baby room. 
 
This course is for practitioners who have experience of working within early years and want to further enhance 
their skills. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Effective Practice and Planning for Improvement 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning course will help managers to: 

 Gain an understanding of the key principles of self-evaluation 

 Further develop skills in reflection and self-evaluation and to use them in your 
setting 

 Understand how to promote a whole team approach to self-evaluation as a 
continuous improvement tool. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Effective Reflection and Self Evaluation 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will explore the definitions and key principles of self-evaluation and reflection.  It 
will explore the definitions of reflection and self-evaluation and how these differ.  
 
The course will examine the key principles of self-evaluation and why they are important. It 
will enable you to understand the importance of self-evaluation in terms of your requirements 
and improving practice and how to apply this to your setting.  
 
The course will also allow you to explore how to promote a whole team approach to self-evaluation as a 
continuous improvement tool in your setting which includes other professionals and the community as well as 
your team.  
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Effective Supervision and Continuous Professional 

Development (CPD) 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning course will assist managers in understanding their supervision and CPD responsibilities and to: 

 Explore the range of legislation and guidance informing supervision practice in 
early years 

 Reflect on the evaluation and monitoring of the effectiveness of supervision. 

 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Exploring Managing Change 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning course will assist managers to:  

 consider how they can support children, parents and staff with change 

 explore the types of change that may occur 

 reflect on how change affects children, parents and staff 

 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Key Person Approach 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning is aimed at practitioners new to early years to help them to develop an 
understanding of the definition of a key person according to the Statutory Framework for the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The e-learning will explore how the key person approach works in practice including the 
benefits of this for staff, children and their families. 
 
The course will give you the opportunity to think about the challenges of the key person approach and how you 
can overcome these barriers. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Leadership and Management: Delegation 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

“Do not micro manage, it is important to find a balance between giving enough space for the people to use their 
abilities, and monitoring and supporting to ensure the work is done correctly and efficiently.”  

www.completewellbeing.com  

This course will assist Leaders and Managers in understanding the art of delegation, to share responsibility and 
to support staff with developing their skills, and to feel they have an active part to play in developing and the 
running of an effective setting.  
 
The course will assist you in understanding the steps to delegation and the appropriateness 
of who to delegate to.  It will explore what could be delegated to who and the process and 
benefits of doing this. 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Leadership and Management: Distributed Leadership 

(includes roles and responsibilities) 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Leaders become great, not because of their power, but because of their ability to empower others.” 

John Maxwell 
This course will assist Leaders and Managers in understanding the definition of what is 
distributed leadership.  It will explore the benefits of working together in this way.  It will look 
at the different types of leadership, roles and responsibilities, and how distributed leadership 
can work effectively as part of a team approach to management.   

 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

http://www.completewellbeing.com/
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Leadership and Management: Visions and Values 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Inspectors will make a judgement on the effectiveness of leadership and management by evaluating the extent 
to which leaders, managers and governors: 

 demonstrate an ambitious vision, have high expectations for what all children can achieve and ensure 
high standards of provision and care for children” 

Early Years Inspection Handbook Point 147, page 31 
 
This course will assist Leaders and Managers in understanding the importance of having 
visions and values, what should be considered and how these link to the self-evaluation 
process.  This course will explore the sharing of your visions, why this is important and with 
whom to share these with.  Also included is how to capture the voice of the child and 
understanding the Leaders role to assist you in developing further knowledge and 
understanding in this subject.   

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Leadership and Management: “What is a Leader?” and 

Leadership Styles 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“The pursuit of excellence in all of the setting’s activities is demonstrated by an uncompromising, highly 
successful drive to improve achievement or maintain the highest levels of achievement for all children.”  

Ofsted grade descriptor – effectiveness of Leadership and Management – Outstanding  
 
This course will explore leadership in defining “What is a Leader?” and will explore leadership 
styles.  This will help in developing understanding of styles and what is needed within the 
role.  By the end of the course Leaders and Managers will understand the importance of the 
Leadership role and how to be an effective reflective leader.   

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Recruitment and Induction 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning course will assist managers with effective recruitment and induction processes: 

 to explore what should be included in your recruitment and induction systems 

 To gain understanding of how to develop effective systems 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Safeguarding Responsibilities 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning course will help managers to: 

 explore the range of legislation and guidance informing safeguarding practice in 
early years 

 consider good practice ideas for the dissemination of safeguarding information in 
the setting 

 reflect on the evaluation and monitoring of the effectiveness of safeguarding 
systems and how to action plan for improvement 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

E-learning 
Time Management 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning course will assist managers to consider time management: 

 explore the benefits of having effective time management 

 reflect on your current time management systems 

 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 01. Leadership and Management. 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: ENVIRONMENT 

E-learning 
Inspiring Spaces – Secret Hiding Spaces 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will encourage reflection on your current environment and the spaces you provide to inspire and 
promote curiosity. It will explore what informs the design of the space and how this should involve the children 
who the space belongs to.  
 
This course will look at the importance of purposeful spaces and why secret hiding spaces 
are important and valuable for all children. You will explore how the experience of creating 
these can support children to think creatively and develop their skills to solve problems. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 02. L&D - Environment 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: ENVIRONMENT 

E-learning 
Treasure Baskets and Heuristic Play 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This introductory course explores the use of the treasure basket and heuristic play as a tool for providing 
exciting and engaging play for young children that will encourage them to investigate the world around them.  
During the course the practitioner will be able to engage in a variety of learning experiences including video 
clips, reading materials and access web pages.  All course materials will be available for participants to print as 
they take part in the course. 
 
By the end of the course participants will understand the principles behind the use of 
treasure baskets with babies and children and have an insight into how heuristic play follows 
on for older children.  Participants will understand the role of the adult in relation to a 
treasure basket and heuristic play, and be able to provide appropriate challenge and 
opportunities for all children by promoting discovery play in the setting. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 02. L&D - Environment 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: SPEECH, LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION 

E-learning 
Introduction to Speech, Language and Communication 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This introductory course aims to provide practitioners with the knowledge and understanding of children’s 
speech, language and communication development. 
 
By the end of the module practitioners will: 

 understand the process of how children acquire speech, language and 
communication skills 

 understand the importance of the adult’s role in supporting children’s speech, 
language and communication development. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 03. L&D – Speech, Language & Communication 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 



E-LEARNING ON THE VLE 
 

95 
 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: SPEECH, LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION 

E-learning: Understanding Language Development  
for EAL & Bilingual Children 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
To successfully develop language skills children go through a complex process which needs positive input from 
adults. Children who are bilingual, or learning English as an additional language in early years settings, have 
added complexities as they are learning to make sense of two languages, often in different contexts. 
 
This course will consider the process these children go through to successfully learn English 
and become bilingual. It will also explore some of the wider benefits to developing and 
maintaining fluency in two languages.  The role of the practitioner, and how it is 
fundamental in supporting this process, and working in partnership with parents is also 
explored. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 03. L&D – Speech, Language & Communication 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Encouraging the Physicality of Writing 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will guide learners through the importance of physical development in supporting children’s early 
writing skills from developing gross motor skills to building fine motor control.  
The course explores how early physical development, including crawling, can impact on children’s early writing 
skills as well as looking at practical ways to extend opportunities for developing these gross and fine motor 
skills.  
 
You will develop an awareness of how to extend children’s early skills by providing 
challenge and inspiration throughout the whole learning environment. The course will take 
a deeper look at the necessary steps to be ready to write giving you an understanding of 
readiness for writing.   
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 04. L&D – Physical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Infection Control 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“The provider must promote the good health of children attending the setting.  They must have a procedure, 
discussed with parents and/or carers, for responding to children who are ill or infectious, take necessary steps to 
prevent the spread of infection, and take appropriate action if children are ill.” 

Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2014, 3.44, p25 
 
This e-learning training course will support practitioners to update their knowledge of 
infections and the ‘chain of infection’ and review measures that are necessary in the event 
of an outbreak, including cleaning procedures.  It also considers infection control policies. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 04. L&D – Physical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Introduction to Child Development 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This introductory course aims to provide practitioners with the basic knowledge and 
understanding of child development.   
 
We will also consider different theorists whose research has informed society’s 
understanding of how children develop. 
 
This course is aimed at practitioners who are new to the EYFS. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 04. L&D – Physical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Introduction to Physical Development 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This introductory course will give you an understanding of how physical development 
supports other areas of development and what you might observe if a child is experiencing 
difficulties. 
 
This course is aimed at practitioners who are new to the EYFS. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 04. L&D – Physical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Mix Up and Munch 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course introduces the Mix Up and Munch leaflet and covers some basic nutrition principles.  It takes a 
detailed look at the structure and content of the leaflet and how it can be used to encourage healthy packed 
lunches and teas in an early years setting. 
 
You will need to read through each slide and reflect on the questions raised.  You may find 
it useful to have a copy of the Mix Up and Munch leaflet to hand but this is not essential as 
screen shots from the leaflet are included in the slides. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 04. L&D – Physical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Understanding Brain Development 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
There are many essential developments that happen in the brain throughout childhood.  However, in order for 
the brain to develop healthily children require input from responsive adults from birth.   
 
This e-learning will provide an introduction to the factors affecting healthy brain 
development and explore the role of the practitioner in providing activities and 
experiences which promote this. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 04. L&D – Physical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: OBSERVATION, ASSESSMENT AND PLANNING 

E-learning 
Observations for Beginners 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
‘Observation’ describes the process of watching children in your care and taking note of what you see and hear.   
We will explore how to carry out observations as part of your everyday practice. 
 
This course is aimed at practitioners who are new to the EYFS. 

 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 05. L&D – Observation, Assessment & Planning 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: OBSERVATION, ASSESSMENT AND PLANNING 

E-learning 
The Two Year Old Progress Check 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning training course is at an introductory level.  It will provide you with the necessary information to 
enable you to complete the two year old progress check. 
 
The course will support you to understand the statutory requirements and how to prepare 
for the two year old progress check assessment.  It will help you to reflect on things that 
you already do that may support you to complete the process, and will support you to feel 
confident about working with parents/carers to manage the process. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 05. L&D – Observation, Assessment & Planning 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning: Maths – Exploring and Understanding Shape, 
Space and Measure 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is aimed at practitioners who are new to the EYFS.  It has been designed to support practitioner 
confidence in supporting young children with maths and recognise and support when children are exploring 
maths in their learning.  The course is primarily about using everyday experiences to explore mathematical 
concepts, particularly shape, space and measure. 
 
The aim of this course is for practitioners to: 

 gain an understanding of how recent research has informed our role within the 
early years 

 understand children’s mathematical development from 3 years to the end of the 
Foundation Stage 

 appreciate and explore the opportunities for play and learning about shape, space 
and measure through everyday experiences in the early years setting 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 06. L&D – Mathematical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Maths – Planning for Progress in Numbers (3 – 5 years) 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This  course is appropriate for practitioners who are new to the EYFS and for all practitioners working within 
early years who wish to refresh their early years’ mathematical knowledge regarding ‘Number’.  Are you 
confident in planning for progress in number?  This course will help you understand children’s mathematical 
development and the key skills they need to be able to use with number.  It will include opportunities to 
explore practical mathematical ideas and number language with a focus on children aged 3–5. 
 
The aim of this course is: 

 to explore how to support children to understand and use numbers as part of their 
mathematical development 

 to examine the mathematical skills required within the EYFS and how we support 
children to make progress in acquiring them 

 to consider practical mathematical ideas to use in the setting 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 06. L&D – Mathematical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Maths through Stories 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Story telling is a fabulous tool for posing problems and discovering solutions which enables us as early years to 
extend mathematical learning across the curriculum.”  

The Magic of Maths (Cassandra Wye) 
 
This course will include practical ideas for using and exploring stories to support 
mathematical learning for children aged 3 – 5 years.  We will consider the use of everyday 
stories to promote the mathematical language of number, shape, space and measure. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 06. L&D – Mathematical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Supporting Mathematical Development 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The aim of this course is: 

 To gain an understanding of how recent research has informed our role within the 
early years 

 To explore progression of mathematical thinking through language, problem solving 
and supportive ideas and resources 

 To consolidate knowledge and understanding with regard to children’s mathematical 
development 

 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 06. L&D – Mathematical Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: LITERACY DEVELOPMENT 

E-learning 
Fun with Phonics (Letters and Sounds Phase 1) 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will explore the importance of phonics in supporting young children’s language and communication 
skills and in enhancing emerging reading skills through the seven aspects of Phase one of the Letters and 
Sounds programme.  
 
The course will allow you to explore the key features of a language rich environment and 
the role of the adult in supporting all children to enjoy a lifelong love of language.   
 
Through each aspect the course will give examples of practical activity ideas as well as 
experiences to support home learning and parental engagement in early reading. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 07. L&D – Literacy Development 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD 

E-learning 
Exploring Mirrors and Light 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will provide practitioners with ideas for exciting, interesting and unusual activities in their settings 
using mirrors and light.  You will explore how you can extend the range of resources and equipment in your 
setting. 
 
You will evaluate ideas of how to use light and mirrors in your setting, planning for the 
next opportunities you can offer children by using photographs and observations.  The 
course will also provide links into the EYFS for some of these activities. 
 
This course is for practitioners who have experience of working within early years and want to further enhance 
their skills. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 08. L&D – Understanding of the World 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD 

E-learning 
Exploring Sand and Water Play 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning training course is an introduction to sand and water play for early years 
practitioners, which will develop your skills and understanding of the benefits of this type of 
play for children.  On completion of this training you will understand the benefits of sand 
and water play and will be able to provide opportunities to extend children’s learning 
through this type of activity. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 08. L&D – Understanding of the World 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT: KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD 

E-learning 
Road Safety 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Is your knowledge of road safety messages up to date?  Are you confident in raising road safety awareness with 
young children and their families?  Road safety awareness developed in early childhood can influence current 
safety and the choices made by children as they get older and become more independent.  Settings are 
encouraged to take children out into their local community and to promote active travel, so it is important that 
clear and consistent messages are used for walking, cycling or travelling by car.  
 
This course provides some background information on road safety in South 
Gloucestershire, introduces the themes of the Department of Transport’s ‘Think! 
Education’ programme for early years, suggests other useful websites and considers how 
practitioners can raise road safety awareness appropriately. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 08. L&D – Understanding of the World 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

HOW CHILDREN LEARN 

E-learning 
Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning training course will support you to gain a basic understanding of how children learn.  It will help 
you to feel confident to identify children’s Characteristics of Effective Learning. 
 
It will also support you to include the Characteristics of Effective Learning within your 
Observation, Assessment and Planning cycle. 

 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 09. How Children Learn 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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HOW CHILDREN LEARN 

E-learning 
Creating Patterns in Play 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning training course will help participants to identify the various schema that children are using in 
their play.  It will enable them to effectively use a child’s preferred schema to provide, challenge and plan in 
play.  It will also help them to provide an environment for children that reflects their current interests and to 
understand how schema promote the Characteristics of Effective Learning. 
 
Some experience of observing children would be an advantage when undertaking this 
course. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 09. How Children Learn 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

INCLUSION 

E-learning 
Celebrating Cultural Diversity in Early Years Settings 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Celebrating cultural diversity is part of developing children’s understanding of the world, self-esteem and 
identity.  This course will encourage you to reflect on how you can improve your current provision and explore 
practical ways in which early years settings can celebrate cultural identity and provide experiences which are 
meaningful for children and families. 
 
This course is appropriate for all practitioners working within early years. 

 

You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 10. Inclusion 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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INCLUSION 

E-learning 
Practical Strategies to Support Behaviour in the Early Years 

Environment 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will identify challenging behaviours and explore a range of strategies to use in managing children’s 
behaviour.   
Objectives: 

 To understand what is meant by challenging behaviour. 

 To understand the principles of behaviour management. 

 To develop a range of strategies to manage behaviour. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 10. Inclusion 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

INCLUSION 

E-learning 
Writing SEN Support Plans and Target Setting 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning course will support you to: 

 Write SEN Support Plans. 

 Write SMART targets. 

 Understand the Graduated Response of the SEND Code of Practice 2014 for 

children with additional needs and their families. 

 
This course is in three parts with a quiz at the end of each section. 

 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 10. Inclusion 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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WORKING WITH PARENTS 

E-learning 
Home Visiting 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning training course will support practitioners to understand the purpose and benefits of conducting 
a home visit.  Participants will understand the importance of keeping themselves safe whilst conducting a 
home visit, and have knowledge of how to record visits and adopt a home visiting policy. 
 
The course contains activities for the practitioner to answer and reflect on. 

 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 11. Working with Parents 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

OTHER 

E-learning 
Embracing School Readiness within  

Early Years 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will define the term “school readiness” and what this means in practice.  It will explore ways we can 
promote children’s school readiness through practical examples as well as how to support transition. 
 
The course will enable learners to look at the ways in which we can involve families and 
other settings to support school readiness for all children. 

 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 12. More E-learning 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
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OTHER 

E-learning 
Fundamental British Values 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will help you to build confidence to promote British Values within the setting and 
support children’s self-confidence and self-awareness. 
 
Practical tasks within this course will assist you to explore how this works in practice. 

 
 
You will find this course on the VLE in  
Learning Spaces > !E: 12. More E-learning 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not available to 
others.) 

VLE 
 

 

 


