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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
This is South Gloucestershire’s Annual Progress Report on air quality.  It 
summarises the air pollution monitoring carried out during 2006. 
 
Annual progress reports are published in the years between full reviews of air 
quality, which are carried out every three years. 
 
Nationally 2006 saw a general increase in air pollution levels compared to the 
previous year.  The air pollution monitoring carried out in South 
Gloucestershire reflected this however the pollutants benzene, carbon 
monoxide, lead and particulate matter continue to comply with the 
government’s air pollution objectives.  For nitrogen dioxide however, potential 
exceedences of the annual average target level are indicated at one location - 
the cross roads of the A4017 and A4175 at Staple Hill.  Two sites are also 
showing levels nearing the annual mean objective for nitrogen dioxide.  These 
are the Cribbs Causeway/M5 roundabout and Regent Street in Kingswood.   
 
If in an annual progress report a potential exceedence of a pollutant is 
identified, the local authority is required to undertake a “Detailed Assessment” 
to determine whether an Air Quality Management Area should be designated.  
 
It will be necessary to undertake a “Detailed Assessment” of the Staple Hill 
area over the next 12 months and produce a report for submission to the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) by May 2008. 
Although the Regent St and Cribbs causeway sites are not currently predicted 
to exceed the objective they are very close to it.  It is therefore proposed to 
also undertake a detailed assessment of these sites. 
 
Local Authorities have a duty under section 83(1) of the Environment Act 
1995 to designate those areas where air quality objectives are “unlikely” to be 
met as an “Air Quality Management Area” (AQMA).  These areas have to be 
designated formally by means of an order.  Following the Detailed 
Assessments, a decision will be made as to whether to declare any AQMAs.  
If any areas are designated, the local authority will have to draw up and 
implement plans to improve the air quality in any AQMA. 
 
 


