
Dear XXX 
 
Thank you for your email dated xxx outlining your concern regarding the public consultation 
which has recently taken place in Westerleigh relating to the South Gloucestershire Policies 
Sites and Places Plan (PSP Plan). I am sorry that you have felt the need to raise concerns 
about how this has been undertaken. Your comments have been carefully considered and I 
would respond to the points you have raised as follows.   
  
The principle of whether additional small scale residential development at Westerleigh would 
be appropriate was the subject of the public consultation undertaken in Summer 2014, 
including a well-attended public event in the village. Following the close of the consultation the 
Parish Council were provided with a summary of the responses made to the consultation and 
also subsequently received redacted copies of all the representations. The Parish Council 
were requested to decide in the light of their views on the parish’s need for housing and the 
consultation responses whether the Parish Council wished to continue to investigate sites for 
small scale residential development.  Details of the summer consultation are available from 
our website at: http://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Westerleigh-consultation-material.pdf 
  
Following consideration of these matters the Parish Council confirmed that they still wished to 
provide for 20 additional dwellings in the village of Westerleigh delivered through an extension 
to the settlement boundary and the removal of the development site from the Green Belt. 
  
The next stage involved South Gloucestershire Council undertaking a technical assessment of 
potential housing sites around Westerleigh. The assessment identified 11 sites in total, 
thereby demonstrating that all site options around the existing village were reviewed. Of these 
11 sites two sites which could potentially be suitable for residential development were 
highlighted. The penultimate paragraph of the Response Form  made it very clear that these 
two site “could potentially” be suitable for development. If people disagreed with the officer 
assessment they were very much entitled to make these comments.  This technical 
assessment was the subject of the recent public consultation at Westerleigh, which involved a 
well-attended, staffed public consultation event in the village , all consultation documents 
 being made available on the council’s web site and at Yate Library. The consultation 
documentation clearly set out the process which had been undertaken up to that point 
including the previous public consultation. The responses received to the summer consultation 
can be access from the council’s PSP Plan web page at 
http://www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/Westerleigh-consultation-material.pdf 
  
The Response Form for this recent consultation did not reconsider the principle of additional 
residential development, as this had already been considered at the summer consultation. 
However this did not prevent respondents from stating that they objected to the principle. 
Respondents were offered the opportunity to say no to both preferred sites in Question 1 and 
to explain why and to make further comments about why they disagreed with the Council’s 
assessment and say why in Question 2. In addition people had the opportunity to respond in a 
letter or email without using the form and many have done so. In addition a petition has been 
received on the matter which will also be considered as a response to the consultation.  Many 
respondents have included their views on the principle of development in these ways. The 
consultation documents and the Response Form clearly indicated that for the additional 
development to take place the existing settlement boundary to the village would need to be 
extended and land would need to be removed from the Green Belt.  
 
All responses received to the most recent consultation, including the petition, will be forwarded 
to the Parish Council for their consideration. This will include copies of 3 emails identifying 
concerns about the current consultation process and its validity. We will then ask the Parish 
Council to consider, in the light of all the correspondence and their original reasons for identify 
a local housing need and South Gloucestershire’s technical assessment of the planning 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Westerleigh-consultation-material.pdf
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/documents/Westerleigh-consultation-material.pdf


issues, whether they wish the Submission version of the Policies, Sites and Place Plan to 
identify a site for 20 additional dwellings at Westerleigh village.  
  
It is hoped that this response satisfactorily address the concerns you identified in your email. 
This response has also been copied to the Parish Council, the local ward member and also 
posted on our website at www.southglos.gov.uk/policiessitesandplaces. 
 
Kind regards, 
  
Strategic Planning Policy and Specialist Advice Team, 
 
Environment and Community Services Directorate, 
South Gloucestershire Council, 
PO Box 299, High Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 0DR 
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