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EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS (EqIAA) 
 

Housing Strategy 2013 – 2018. 
 
 

SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 
 

This EqIAA covers the Council’s new Housing Strategy, which is proposed to be implemented from July 2013. 
 
The main purpose of the Housing Strategy is so that the Council has a clear plan on how to tackle the major housing issues that 
affect people in South Gloucestershire. This document refers to the potential equality impacts in relation to the priorities contained 
in the proposed Strategy and the main changes to the existing Strategy. 
 
Background 
 
This strategy has been developed to: 

• Replace the current Housing Strategy which is due to expire in July 2013. 

• Deliver the strategic housing objectives of the Council and its partners, which realise the vision of the Council Plan, the 
Core Strategy and support the aims and objectives of the Sustainable Communities Strategy. 

• Provide a framework for the action plans of strategic housing teams within the Council. 
 
The Council currently provides a range of activities and services to meet housing need: 

• Working to prevent homelessness  

• Providing temporary accommodation for statutorily accepted homeless households 

• Operating a housing register 

• Providing advice and assistance to people with housing problems 

• Adapting homes for disabled or elderly residents in South Gloucestershire 

• Enabling the building of new, affordable homes 

• Providing a range of support and advice to private landlords, tenants and homeowners in South Gloucestershire. 
 
The Council works jointly with local organisations and residents; they include voluntary and community groups, housing 
associations, developers, planning agents, private landlords and their agents, government organisations, and where appropriate, 
neighbouring councils.  
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Since the last review of the Housing Strategy, the government has introduced a number of key changes to legislation and policy 
and is planning other changes. The overall aim is to give Councils more freedom to make decisions about how they operate so that 
local people benefit. 
 

The main changes are: 
 

Welfare reform:  There are major changes to the calculation of and entitlement to housing benefit, including capping payments 
according to the size of a property, reducing the level of benefit for single people under 35, paying housing benefit directly to 
tenants rather than straight to a landlord and, with the introduction of Universal Credit from October 2013, capping a household’s 
overall benefits so that they cannot receive more than the national average salary (£500 per week). 
 

Green Deal: The government will introduce the Green Deal in 2013, which will allow people to have energy saving measures 
installed in their homes at no up-front cost. Repayments for the cost of the energy saving measures will be made gradually by a 
slight increase in the electricity costs for the property. 
 

Private Sector Renewal funding: In 2010/11, councils received government funding to improve the condition of privately owned 
homes. As in previous years, South Gloucestershire Council used this funding for a wide range of energy efficiency measures, to 
provide Home Improvement Loans so that householders could carry out essential repairs and maintenance, and to increase the 
amount available for Disabled Facilities Grants (used to help towards the cost of adapting homes to meet the needs of people with 
disabilities.) From April 2011, the government withdrew this funding and there are currently no indications that it will be resumed. 
 

Homelessness duties: When a household has been accepted by the Council as homeless*, we have a responsibility to provide 
them with a suitable home. Councils are now allowed to offer private sector tenancies to fulfil this responsibility. The aim is to 
provide more accommodation so that people do not remain homeless. 
 

Flexible tenancies: This allows housing associations to introduce fixed term, flexible tenancies, instead of lifetime tenancies. The 
aim of flexible tenancies is to increase the turnover of affordable housing by providing social housing only for as long as tenants 
need it, meaning only for as long as they cannot afford to buy or rent in the open market, and not necessarily for life. 
 

Affordable Rent Tenure (ART): This allows housing associations to charge higher rents, up to 80% of the cost to rent privately, 
and to use the extra rental income to build more new affordable homes. 
 

* Under the legal provisions contained in the 1996 Housing Act, the Homelessness Act 2002, and the Homelessness (Priority Need for Accommodation) 

(England) Order 2002
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Overview of the priorities in the proposed new Housing Strategy. 
 
The Strategy sets out the vision for housing in South Gloucestershire. It sets out four major themes and under each one, the 
ambitions we want to achieve. The themes are based on those set out in South Gloucestershire’s Sustainable Communities 
Strategy. 
 
The overall vision is based on the recognition that housing is far more than just a roof over our heads; it is a fundamental part of 
everyone’s life and has an impact on health and wellbeing, sense of belonging, economic prosperity and children’s educational 
attainment. 
 
We want everyone in South Gloucestershire to be able to live in a good quality home that meets their needs and that they can 
afford. We will work with partners to tackle the range of housing issues that affect our residents. 
 
The four main areas or priority and our overall aims are: 
 
Housing and Our Economy: Affordable, sustainable, and investing in communities. 
 
Housing and Healthier Living: Quality, choice, right for you. 
 
Housing Within Communities: Friendly, safe communities we are proud of. 
 
Housing and Our Place: Well-planned places for a greener future. 
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SECTION 2 – RESEARCH AND CONSULTATION CONDUCTED 
 

A consultation in relation to the proposed new Housing Strategy was conducted.  The consultation period began on 19
th
 October 

2012 and ended on 11
th
 January 2013.  During this period consultation took place with a range of different people.  Views were 

sought in a variety of different ways and via a number of different media.  The consultation document is shown at Appendix 1. 
 

We carried out consultation with the following groups of people: 

• Housing Associations 

• Housing Association tenants 

• Organisations providing housing support and advice 

• People receiving Council services 

• Carers 

• Councillors 

• MPs 

• Housing applicants  

• Council staff 

• Equalities groups, including Disabled People’s groups and Older People’s groups 

• Private landlords 

• The wider general public. 
 

We gave people the choice to express their views in the following ways: 

• Filling out a consultation questionnaire and sending it back (freepost.) 

• Filling out a consultation questionnaire on-line  

• Contacting the 24 consultation telephone line 

• E-mailing the consultation mailbox 

• Writing to a named officer 

• Verbally at a meeting or on a one to one basis. 
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During the consultation officers met with the following groups to explain the content of the consultation document, to request their 
views and to obtain their feedback on the ambitions: 

• Housing Associations, via the South Gloucestershire Housing Group 

• South Gloucestershire subgroup of the West of England Housing Delivery Panel 

• The Link Social Care Group 

• The Providers of Residential Care forum 

• The Home Care Provider forum 

• Care Home Provider Forum 

• Day Services Provider Forum 

• Deaf, Deafened, Hard of Hearing User Group 

• Low Vision Services Committee 

• Carers Open Meeting 

• Dementia Café 

• Stroke Café 

• Local Carers network meetings 

• Learning Disabilities Partnership Board 

• Communities Committee 

• Safer and Stronger Communities Strategic Partnership 

• Gypsy and Traveller community workers group 

• West Country Landlords' forum 

• A Meeting of Disabled People and Older People held at Pauls Place 
 
In addition, we held a workshop for Housing Associations and members of the Strategic Housing Partnership for South 
Gloucestershire, a wider stakeholder group (see appendix B). 
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We obtained further publicity for the consultation in the following ways: 

• Press release at the outset of the consultation 

• Article in South Glos News 

• The Council Internet  

• Council One Stop Shops 

• South Gloucestershire Libraries 

• Information in Housing Association Offices 

• Information in Citizens Advice Bureaus 

• Information in Extra Care Schemes and our Care Homes 
 

Profile of Respondents  
 

 We received a total of 132 responses to the consultation via the various methods of response. Where a group or 
organisation responded on behalf of its members, this was counted as a single response. Respondents were asked to give 
information about themselves which were not mandatory questions and some respondents chose not to disclose 
information.  Where a respondent chose not to answer, the response has been counted as No Reply. 

 
Type of Respondent 

 Total number Percentage 

Someone who lives in South Gloucestershire  71 55.9% 

Someone who works in South Gloucestershire  2 1.6% 

South Gloucestershire Council councillor 0 0 

South Gloucestershire Council employee 0 0 

A Housing Authority or association* 4 3.1% 

A voluntary or community organisation 7 5.5% 

Other 4 3.1% 

No Reply 44 33.3% 

*This does not include members of the South Gloucestershire Housing Group and Strategic Housing Partnership who attended the 
workshop (see Appendix B.) 
 
 
 
 
If living in South Gloucestershire, where do you live? 

 Total number Percentage 
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In my own property    78 61.4% 

In a private rented property 7 5.5% 

With parents 4 3.1% 

With friends 0 0 

In a Council or Housing Association property 13 10.2% 

Other 6 4.7% 

No Reply 24 18.2% 
 

Gender 

 Total 
number 

Percentage 

Male  72 56.7% 

Female  41 32.3% 

Prefer not to say  4 3.1% 

No Reply 15 11.4% 
 

Age 

 Total 
number 

Percentage 

16 - 18 0 0 

19 – 24 0 0 

25 – 44 31 24.4% 

45 - 60 38 29.9% 

61 - 70 25 19.7% 

71 – 84  17 13.4% 

85 and over 2 1.6% 

Prefer not to say 3 2.4% 

No Reply 16 12.1% 
 

 
 
 
Do you consider yourself to have a disability? 

 Total 
number 

Percentage 
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Yes -  Physical impairment, such as difficulty using arms or mobility issues which may mean 
using a wheelchair or crutches 

7 5.5% 

Yes -  Sensory impairment, such as being blind or having a visual impairment or being deaf or 
having a hearing impairment or having both hearing and visual impairments 

4 3.1% 

Yes -  Mental health condition, such as depression, anxiety or schizophrenia 4 3.1% 

Yes - Dementia or memory loss 1 0.8% 

 Yes -  Learning disability/difficulty (such as Down's Syndrome, dyslexia, dysphasia) or 
cognitive impairment (such as autistic spectrum disorder) 

0 0 

Yes -  Long standing illness or health condition, such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart 
disease or epilepsy 

3 2.4% 

Yes - Other 3 2.4% 

No 72 56.7% 

Prefer not to say 6 4.7% 

No reply 32 24.2% 

   
Ethnicity 

 Total number Percentage 

Arab 0 0 

Asian/ Asian British – Bangladeshi 0 0 

Asian/ Asian British – Chinese 0 0 

Asian/ Asian British – Indian 0 0 

Asian/ Asian British – Other 0 0 

Black/ African/ Caribbean/ Black British - African 0 0 

Black/ African/ Caribbean/ Black British - Caribbean 0 0 

Black/ African/ Caribbean/ Black British – Other 1 0.8% 

Gypsy or Traveller 1 0.8% 

Mixed/ Multiple ethnic group - Other 0 0 

Mixed/ Multiple ethnic group – White and Asian 0 0 

Mixed/ Multiple ethnic group – White and Black Caribbean 0 0 

White – English/ Welsh/ Scottish/ Northern Irish/ British 101 79.5% 

White - Other 3 2.4% 

White Irish 1 0.8% 

Other 0 0 

Prefer not to say 8 6.3% 
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No Reply 17 12.9% 

 
Sexual Orientation 

Bisexual 0 0 

Gay Man 0 0 

Gay woman/ lesbian  1 0.8% 

Heterosexual 86 65.2% 

Other 2 1.5% 

Prefer not to say 21 15.9% 

No reply 22 16.7% 

 
Religion/ belief 

Buddhist 0 0 

Christian 61 46.2% 

Hindu 1 0.8% 

Jewish 0 0 

Muslim 0 0 

Sikh 0 0 

Any other religion 5 3.8% 

No religion 31 23.5% 

Prefer not to say 15 11.4% 

No reply 19 14.4% 

 
Transgender person 

Yes 0 0 

No  96 72.7% 

Prefer not to say  13 9.8% 

No reply 23 17.4% 

 
Consultation Results 
 
Housing and Our Economy 

 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with our ambitions for this theme: 
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Enable everyone in South Gloucestershire to live in a home they can afford and that meets their needs: 99 respondents 
(75%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 

Ensure that affordable housing is made available to those who need it most: 100 respondents (75.8%) agreed or strongly 
agreed with this ambition. 

 

Achieve well-planned new homes that support new jobs planned for the District and in places that minimise the need to 
travel: 106 respondents (80.3%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 

While focusing on meeting need, ensure that some low cost housing options are provided, aimed at first time buyers: 94 
respondents (71.2%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 

Ensure that advice and assistance is available to anyone with a housing problem, particularly those who are struggling with 
housing costs or facing homelessness: 104 respondents (78.8%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 
 
34 people directly commented on whether additional priority should be given to people in housing need in low paid work, 
employment related training or volunteering in their community. Of the responses, 24 (70.6%) were broadly in favour of 
offering additional priority to people in this group. 
 

Other Comments 
 
73 respondents chose to comment about the ambitions for this theme. The main areas were: 
Affordability and the need for more affordable housing 
Protection of green belt sites 
Housing should be linked to good public transport and good travel infrastructure 
The need for more homes for first time buyers and young people 

 



   

ISEY Equality Impact Assessment   

 
Housing and Our Health 

 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with our ambitions for this theme: 
 

Ensure our housing is of a good quality and a maximum number of homes are built and maintained to a high standard: 101 
respondents (76.5%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 

Work with private landlords to improve the condition of the homes they rent out: 98 respondents (74.2%) agreed or strongly 
agreed with this ambition. 

 

Increase choice for older people by supporting the building of more ExtraCare housing schemes which have homes to rent 
or to buy: 93 respondents (70.5%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 

Provide help and support so that people can stay living in their own homes for as long as possible: 99 respondents (75%) 
agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 

Ensure vulnerable people are helped and supported to feel included in their communities and to live as independently as 
possible: 106 respondents (80.3%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 
Other Comments 

 
73 respondents chose to specifically comment about the ambitions for this theme. The main areas were: 
The provision of more ExtraCare Schemes and housing for older people 
Supporting people to stay in their own homes for as long as possible 
Providing help and support for vulnerable people 
Building good quality housing 
Working with private landlords   
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Housing and Our Communities 

 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with our ambitions for this theme: 
 

Support the building of well designed and sustainable new development which integrates with and benefits existing 
communities: 99 respondents (75%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 
Help develop housing schemes with a mix of property sizes, with some homes to rent and some to buy, designed to 
minimize the possibility of crime and nuisance and to help ensure well balanced communities: 90 respondents (68.2%) 
agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. However, 19 respondents (14.4%) disagreed or strongly disagreed with this 
ambition which was the highest level of disagreement with any of the ambitions outlined in the consultation. 

 
Minimise the number of homes that lie empty: 107 respondents (81.1%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 
Deliver rural housing developments which will help towards promoting and maintaining village populations so that schools 
and shops are sustainable and local need for housing is met: 98 respondents (74.2%) agreed or strongly agreed with this 
ambition. 

 
Other Comments 

 
73 respondents chose to specifically comment about the ambitions for this theme. The main areas were: 
Supporting rural communities 
Linking new housing to services and good infrastructure 
Bringing empty properties back into use 
Developments containing both social housing and privately owned homes 
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Housing and Our Place 

 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with our ambitions for this theme: 
 

To create sustainable places where people will want to live and which will help people to meet their aspirations and 
potential: 106 respondents (80.3%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 
Support the building of homes which conserve and enhance our natural and built environment: 106 respondents (80.3%) 
agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 
Ensure the maximum number of homes have high energy efficiency so carbon dioxide emissions are reduced: 102 
respondents (77.3%) agreed or strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 
Support the building of well designed homes which can be easily adapted to meet the needs of a changing population, 
which promote healthy lifestyles and which will be suitable for future generations: 101 respondents (76.5%) agreed or 
strongly agreed with this ambition. 

 
Help develop homes able to resist the environmental factors linked to climate change: 93respondents (70.5%) agreed or 
strongly agreed with this ambition. 
 

Other Comments 
 
50 respondents chose to specifically comment about the ambitions for this theme. The main areas were: 
The importance of energy efficiency 
The need to conserve and enhance the natural environment 
Climate change 
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Important Issues for you. 
 

107 respondents gave details of the first most important issue for them. 
100 respondents gave details of the second most important issue for them. 
95 respondents gave details of the third most important issue for them. 

 
A variety of issues were mentioned.  The table below details the most common. 

 
Most common issues: 

Issue No of 
instances  

Provision of more social and/ or affordable housing, including for first time 
buyers 

47 

Linking new housing to jobs, services and facilities including public transport 30 

More ExtraCare Housing and schemes for older people 12 

Supporting people to live independently/ in their own homes for as long as 
possible 

11 

Energy/ fuel efficiency 11 

Protection of greenbelt land 11 

Ensuring new housing is sustainable 10 

Better use of stock and bringing empty homes back into use 9 

Parking facilities 8 

Supporting rural communities 6 

 
Other priorities for the new housing strategy: 
 

68 respondents gave details of other priorities for the new housing strategy 
 

The responses to this section were extremely varied but the main considerations are detailed below: 
 
 
 
 

Other priorities: 
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Considerations No of 
instances 

Linking to/ partnership with transport providers 8 

Affordability 7 

Linking homes to jobs and infrastructure 6 

Maintaining green belt  5 

Providing more housing related support 3 

Flexibility with new housing schemes 3 

 
 

The consultation results were disaggregated according to the seven protected characteristics for which details were collected in 
respect of the questions raised. Key observations are as follows: 
 

• The high number of responses received during the consultation period and the detailed comments which many of the 
respondents chose to make, demonstrate the increasing incidence and severity of housing issues which many of our 
residents face. 

 

• The highest level of responses were received from people in the 25 – 44 and 45 – 60s age brackets which indicate that 
people of a working age are most concerned about housing issues and this is likely to be due to the high housing costs in 
South Gloucestershire. 

 

• The comparatively high number of responses from people falling into the 61 – 70 and 71 – 84 age brackets also shows that 
older people also place high importance on housing issues. People in these age groups showed slightly higher levels of 
support for ExtraCare housing and for providing more housing options for older people. There was no discernable 
difference in the level of support for any of the other ambitions from people falling into the older age categories. 

 

• Although we received comprehensive feedback from several organisations providing support and advice to young people, 
no young people stating they were in the 16 – 18 and 19 – 24 age brackets responded to the consultation.  After the 
consultation had closed, we specifically arranged a focus group with young people to address this gap in response.  The 
feedback from this focus group is detailed at Appendix 3. 
 

• Proportionally, almost twice as many responses were received from males as from females (of those who stated their 
gender). Although more females than ever of working age are now in employment, males are still more likely to have higher 



   

ISEY Equality Impact Assessment   

earnings than women
1
 and the consultation responses may reflect the fact that many male householders are facing housing 

problems and struggling with the high cost of housing.  There was no discernable difference in the level of support for the 
ambitions or the type of comments received between males and females. 

• Although significant efforts were made to reach people from the black and minority ethnic (BME) population, few responses 
(less than 1%) were received from people who belong to these groups. This may indicate that people from BME 
communities are less concerned about housing but is more likely to mean that they don’t feel that the Housing Strategy 
relates to them or that they can influence it.   

 

• Compared to the census information on long term health problems and disability, in which 15.6% of people described 
themselves as having an impairment, the level of responses from people who consider themselves to have a disability was 
very high. 16.66% of all respondents (and 23.4% of people who chose to answer the question) described themselves as 
having an impairment or having a long term illness.  A slightly higher proportion of people who stated they had health 
problems agreed or strongly agreed with the ambition to ensure vulnerable people are helped and supported. There was no 
other discernable difference in the level of agreement from people with disabilities for any of the other ambitions.  

 
 
 

                                                   
1 Women earn 14.9% less on average than men for the same job.  The Fawcett Society, November 2012 (based on Office for National Statistics data) 
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 SECTION 4 - IDENTIFICATION AND ANALYSIS OF EQUALITIES ISSUES AND IMPACTS 
 
As identified by the consultation results, there were some differences in the feedback from people of the following protected 
characteristic groups are evident: 
 
1. BME 
2. Disabled People 
3. Males 
4. Over 65s 
5. Under 18s 
 
 
As identified by the research conducted, differences have been identified in respect of the protected characteristic groups above as follows: 
 

1. Few responses were received from people from BME backgrounds  
2. A higher proportion of people who stated they had a disability or health problems agreed or strongly agreed with the ambition to 

ensure vulnerable people are helped and supported 
3. A higher percentage of responses were received from males than females, although there were no discernable differences in 

the level of agreement or strong agreement from males and females for any of the individual ambitions.  
4. People over 65 years showed higher levels of support for ExtraCare housing and for providing more housing options for older 

people 
5. No young people stating they were in the 16 – 18 and 19 – 24 age brackets responded to the consultation.   
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Consultation and research conducted as an integral element of this EqIAA have raised some equalities issues to be considered 
and addressed.  The following table highlights the key equalities impacts along with responses to each issue raised: 
 
Equalities issues identified and responses to each issue 

 

Consultation / 
Research 
Source 

Comment/Issue Raised Actions and Response 

Consultation 
feedback 

Few responses from people 
of a BME background 

• The consultation document and supporting information was specifically sent to a 
number of organisations who represent BME groups to promote involvement 
from the BME community: Dhek Bhal, South Glos Chinese Association, Bristol 
and Avon Chinese Women’s group, South West Somali Association and the 
Asian Day Centre, South Gloucestershire Asian Project, United Housing 
Association. 

 

• We received feedback from 2 organisations that specifically identified 
themselves as representing minority groups. 

 

• A presentation about the consultation document was given to the Multi-Agency 
Gypsy and Traveller group. Feedback from the members of the group was 
collected and included in the responses. 

 

• In addition, full information was placed on the Council’s equalities e-group site 
and members were alerted to the consultation and timescales for feedback. 

 

• A high proportion of people (19.2%) preferred not to say or did not respond to 
this equalities question which may mask a higher response from people of a 
BME background than is apparent. 

 
There is no evidence to suggest that the proposed Housing Strategy would have any 
disproportionate adverse impact on people from minority ethnic backgrounds. 

Consultation 
feedback 

A higher proportion of people 
who stated they had a 
disability or health issues 
agreed or strongly agreed 

• The consultation document and supporting information was specifically sent  to a 
number of organisations who represent  or work with people with disabilities, 
mental health problems or other impairment: Low Vision Services Committee, 
Avon and Wiltshire Partnership, Learning Difficulties Partnership Board, 
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Consultation / 
Research 
Source 

Comment/Issue Raised Actions and Response 

with the ambition to ensure 
vulnerable people are helped 
and supported 
 

Disability Equalities Network, South Glos Disability Action Group, Wecil Disabled 
Peoples Group, Local Carers Network meetings, Carers Advisory Partnership, 
Alzheimers Society, Deaf, Deaf and Hard of Hearing Group, Age UK, Stroke 
Café and Memory Café. This could account for the high proportion of responses 
from people who stated they had a disability or health issue. 

 

• In addition, full information was placed on the Council’s equalities e-group site 
and members were alerted to the consultation and timescales for feedback. 

 

• Many charities and organisations who represent people who have a disability, 
and individuals with disabilities, have expressed concerns about the impact 
welfare reform will have on disabled people.  This could also account for the high 
proportion of responses from people who stated they had a disability or health 
problem. 

 

• The Council recognises that an ageing population, coupled with the high 
proportion of residents living in a rural area, means that many people are 
concerned about being supported to feel part of a community and to live as 
independently as possible. The proposed Housing Strategy has a priority to 
ensure vulnerable people of all age groups are helped and supported to feel 
included in their communities, whilst  maintaining a focus on providing help and 
support so that people can stay living in their own homes for as long as possible. 

 
There is no evidence to suggest that the proposed Housing Strategy would have any 
disproportionate adverse impact on Disabled People. 
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Consultation / 
Research 
Source 

Comment/Issue Raised Actions and Response 

Consultation 
feedback 

A higher percentage of responses were 
received from males than females 

• As noted above, males are still more likely to be higher earners 
than women and the consultation responses may reflect the fact 
that many male householders are facing housing problems and 
struggling with the high cost of housing. 

 

• Although we received a higher percentage of responses from 
males, there was no discernable difference in the level of 
agreement for any of the ambitions or the type of responses 
received. 

 

• The Council is well-aware of the acute need for affordable 
housing, and this is a theme that runs throughout the proposed 
Housing Strategy. 

 

• The Council is also considering how its powers can be used, 
through the HomeChoice register, to give additional preference to 
those in low-paid work whilst ensuring there are no unintended 
consequences for other applicants.  Any options in this area 
would undergo appropriate EqIAA. 

 
There is no evidence to suggest that the proposed Housing Strategy 
would have any disproportionate adverse impact in relation to 
Gender. 
 

 



   

ISEY Equality Impact Assessment   

 

Consultation / 
Research Source 

Comment/Issue Raised Actions and Response 

Consultation 
feedback 

People over 65 years showed higher levels 
of support for ExtraCare housing and for 
providing more housing options for older 
people 
 

• There are now five ExtraCare schemes in South Gloucestershire 
which have proven to be very popular. Given the ageing 
demographic, the demand for ExtraCare housing and other 
housing specifically for older people is high. 

 

• The Housing Strategy will continue to support the building of more 
sustainable and well designed ExtraCare schemes to reflect 
current and future home owner demographics.  

 
There is no evidence to suggest that the proposed Housing Strategy 
would have any disproportionate adverse impact on older people. 
 

Consultation 
feedback 

No young people stating they were in the 
16 – 18 and 19 – 24 age brackets 
responded to the consultation.   
 

• This was an acknowledged gap in the response to the 
consultation. To ensure a balanced response which included 
feedback from people in the 16 – 18 and 19 – 24 age brackets, the 
Council organised a workshop for young people, which was 
facilitated by 1625 Independent People. The workshop took place 
on 26.02.13 and was attended by 8 young people between the 
ages of 16 and 25, including members of the Youth Board for 
Independent People. 

 

• The main areas of concern were that the Strategy focussed very 
little on the needs of young people, in particular vulnerable groups 
such as care leavers, young parents and those who are not in 
employment, education and training. Affordability of housing 
across all tenures is a problem. There are few properties available 
through the HomeChoice register that young people are eligible to 
bid for and young people have little priority on the register. There 
were few incentives for people with spare bedrooms, in both social 
and private housing, to move to smaller properties. There was a 
strong emphasis on making use of private rented accommodation 
but standards in privately rented properties are often poor.    There 



   

ISEY Equality Impact Assessment   

Consultation / 
Research Source 

Comment/Issue Raised Actions and Response 

is a need for more supported housing and more floating support to 
enable young people to maintain tenancies. Young people do not 
know where to go to get help and support in relation to housing. 
Full feedback from the workshop is included at Appendix 3. 

 

• The Council is well aware of the acute need for affordable housing, 
and this is a theme that runs throughout the Housing Strategy. 

 

• The Strategy will now include an acknowledgement that young 
people, especially those in vulnerable groups, such as people 
leaving care, find it particularly difficult to find appropriate housing. 

 

• The proposed new Housing Strategy has a priority of providing 
help and support to vulnerable people of all ages so that they can 
live as independently as possible and feel part of their community. 

 

• The Strategy has also been amended to include a priority to 
ensure that advice and assistance is available to anyone with a 
housing problem, particularly those struggling with housing costs, 
facing homelessness or in need of specialised housing. 

 
There is no evidence to suggest that the proposed Housing Strategy 
would have any disproportionate adverse impact on younger people. 
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SECTION 5 - EqIAA OUTCOME 
 

A central question to be addressed as part of the decision-making process is that of whether a decision to implement the proposed 
Housing Strategy would be lawful under equality-based legislation and allow South Gloucestershire Council to meet the 
requirements of Equality Act 2010 c. 15 Part 11 Chapter 1 Section 149, namely the duty to have due regard to the need to: 
 
1. Eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is prohibited by the Equality Act 2010. 
2. Advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a protected characteristic and persons who do not share it. 
3. Foster good relations between persons who share a protected characteristic and persons who do not share it. 
 
The following provides an explanation of the outcomes of this EqIAA. 
 
Although there were some differences in the level and type of response from the following groups: 
 
BME 
Disabled People 
Males 
Over 65s 
Under 18s 
 
The actions outlined above have been taken and amendments have been made to ensure that the final Housing Strategy would 
not adversely impact on any of the protected characteristic groups. The Council will continue to have responsibility to provide 
housing services to all residents - this includes prevention of homelessness, providing temporary accommodation for homeless 
households, operating a housing register and providing advice and assistance to people with housing problems 
 
In addition, there are opportunities for delivering positive impacts by the effective use of resources and partnership working with 
key stakeholders to enable more people in South Gloucestershire to be able to live in a good quality home that meets their needs 
and that they can afford.  
 
Equalities monitoring will continue on an on-going basis in order that impacts in relation to protected characteristic groups are 
assessed and addressed in a timely fashion. 
 


