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Welcome to the   
spring edition of SGN
We have just launched a new digital 
version of SGN at    
www.sgloscouncil.net/sgn

On top of featuring all the news 
that appears in the printed edition, 
digital SGN includes extra content 
such as video and photos. Watch 
Sochi Bronze medal winner Jenny 
Jones, from Downend, during her 
visit to Hambrook Primary, Downend       
Secondary and her open top bus tour.

As well as finding all the latest council 
news, you can also download your 
digital SGN and previous issues to 
your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
You can even sign up to receive 
email alerts whenever new content is 
posted.

To view the digital edition of SGN and 
subscribe for email alerts please visit 
www.southglos.gov.uk/sgn

Find our Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/sgloscouncil

Follow us on Twitter @sgloscouncil

Charfield is the first area of South Gloucestershire to be lit by LED street 
lights, in the first stage of a district-wide rollout of the new technology that will 
begin later this year.

Nearly 300 new lights were installed in Charfield in January, reducing the 
parish’s annual street lighting costs from £11,000 to £3,500 and cutting its 
carbon emissions from 45 to 10 tonnes. The new technology will now be 
gradually installed on all of South Gloucestershire’s 30,000 street lights from 
May 2014, as part of a rolling investment programme over the next decade.

LED lights are fast becoming the norm for local authority street lights as they 
consume about 60 per cent less energy than older sodium lights and last 
four times as long. The advanced technology in the new lights also reduces 
light pollution and maintenance costs. 

More information about the new lights is available at    
www.southglos.gov.uk/LED

LED rollout begins 

We’re investing over £8m in major improvements to the road and cycle 
network in Filton, Patchway, Aztec West and Hambrook from this spring. 
These works will increase the capacity of the local road network, ahead of 
the development of the Cribbs/Patchway New Neighbourhood, while also 
encouraging sustainable modes of transport such as cycling and walking. 
We’ve sought to minimise travel disruption where possible, but commuters 
are being encouraged to consider alternative routes and travel options to 
avoid delays. 

See www.southglos.gov.uk/nfringeworks for more information.

Infrastructure improvements ahead

CONTACTING  
THE COUNCIL

General enquiries & services   
 01454 868009

Streetcare  01454 868000

Environmental health & trading 
standards  01454 868001

Benefits  01454 868002

Council tax  01454 868003

Planning & transportation       
 01454 868004

Housing  01454 868005

Leisure & libraries  01454 868006

Adult care  01454 868007

Children & young people   
 01454 868008

Textphone  01454 868010

Text the council  07950 080111

Normal office hours are from 8.45am to 
5pm Monday to Thursday           
and 8.45am to 4.30pm on Fridays.
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Council tax in South 
Gloucestershire has been 
frozen for a fourth year after 
councillors agreed a budget of 
£190.7 million at full Council.

The budget for 2014/15 will see council 
tax for a Band D property remaining 
unchanged at £1,245.20. With precepts 
added from the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, parish councils and 
Avon Fire Authority, the average council 
tax for a Band D property is £1544.85. 

We are able to freeze council tax for 
a fourth year running due to positive 
progress with our current savings 
programme, which will have delivered 
savings of £43 million by 2014/15, 
and higher than expected council tax 
receipts. The cost of the freeze will also 
be partially offset by a one per cent 
grant from the Government.

In addition to the council tax freeze, 
the budget also sets out a new Council 
Savings Programme, which will begin 
in 2014/15, with the aim of delivering 
an additional £36 million of savings 
by 2019/20. This level of savings will 
require significant changes to services 
in the coming years as our role evolves 
to meet anticipated reductions in our 
resources. Residents will be able 
to have their say on these changes 
through separate consultation as they 
progress over the next few years.

The budget was finalised following 
extensive consultation with residents 
which included road show events at 
the district’s main shopping areas, 
together with paper and online surveys 
and sessions at Area Forum meetings. 
In total, more than 2,300 of you 
responded to the consultation.

We asked you to consider which 
services we should prioritise in the 
coming years and 68 per cent of you 
said care for vulnerable older people 
should be the highest priority service. 

The consultation findings are reflected 
in the agreed budget, which includes 
plans for additional investment in 
community care and older peoples’ 
services over the next three years. 
Waste collection and disposal, schools, 
highways maintenance and public 
transport were among the other 
service areas you said we should 
prioritise.

Consultation respondents were 
also invited to consider how the 
council should approach cost-saving 
measures, with the majority of you (87 
per cent) saying that we should make 
more use of our land and assets. 

Two-thirds (66 per cent) said that more 
services should be made available 
online, while 60 per cent said that we 
could make cost-savings by involving 
communities more closely in delivering 
services, such as through volunteering. 

The agreed budget sets out a review of 
council land and assets, a new digital 
strategy and a renewed commitment 
to working with the third sector and 
volunteers, while also reviewing how 
more services can be passed on to 
localities. 

The three political group leaders on 
South Gloucestershire Council, Cllrs 
John Calway, Ruth Davis and Andy 
Perkins said: “You told us we should 
prioritise care for older and vulnerable 
people and this has been reflected in 
our spending priorities. We have also 
sought to protect those services that 
we know residents find important, such 
as libraries, youth services, access to 
public toilets, and free car parking. We 
have also agreed to freeze council tax 
for a fourth year to ease the pressure 
on household budgets.”

Further information on the budget is 
available at     
www.southglos.gov.uk/budget
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Safe Places scheme provides reassurance

A new safety initiative  
called Safe Places 
has been launched to 
help vulnerable adults 
and people with 

learning difficulties stay safe when 
out and about in the community. 

Local shops, cafés and libraries which 
are signed up to the scheme will 
display the Safe Places logo (pictured) 
in their window so that they are 
instantly recognised as a place to go  
to seek advice, reassurance or help. 

This could be anything from getting 
lost, losing a mobile phone or feeling 
harassed or bullied. The scheme is run 
in partnership between us, the police 
and other third sector organisations. 

People who use the scheme will carry 
a card which gives details of a named 
contact who can help in any difficult 
situations.

For more information about Safe 
Places visit     
www.southglos.gov.uk/safeplaces
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Welcome to the   
spring edition of SGN

Council tax frozen 
for fourth year in a row



We need people from all walks of life to adopt 
children who need a permanent home.

You’ll receive lots of support and training. 
We always put the welfare of our children 
and our adopters fi rst and consider 
them as part of our team. 

Children need families who can offer 
them care, love and guidance.

Why not give us a call? 

You can ask us lots of questions 
to make sure this is the right 
decision for you. You can also 
come along to one of our 
adoption information evenings 
to fi nd out more.

If you would like to fi nd out more either telephone 01454 866423 
or visit our website www.southglos.gov.uk/adoption
or email adoption@southglos.gov.uk

Could you adopt a child and 
make a big difference to 
their lives?
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Could you 
provide   
a loving  
home?
With around 100 children 
and young people coming 
into care each year in South 
Gloucestershire we need to 
attract more carers.

‘Could you foster for South 
Gloucestershire’ is a campaign to recruit 
between 20 and 25 new foster carers to 
provide a loving home and help make a 
vital difference to a young person’s life. 

We especially need more people like 
Sandra Smith to look after teenagers. 
Sandra, 55, is from Chipping Sodbury and used to work in 
a hospital as a maternity assistant before becoming a foster 
carer. She has seven children of her own, is a grandmother 
to nine children and currently fosters two teenagers.

She said: “Any child who comes through our door is 
immediately treated as part of our family which means that 
where we go and what we do they are invited to join us. This 
includes playing badminton, swimming, having meals out, 
cinema trips, bowling, birthday celebrations, christenings, 
weddings and holidays or day trips. Depending on their age 
and independence they are given the choice whether to 
come or not.

“We provide a comfortable, safe, secure, stable, homely 
environment and they keep us in touch with the youthful 
generation of today. I feel I learn as much from these young 
people as I try to teach to them.

“When our children left home I suffered with empty nest 
syndrome. We found the bedrooms became hobby and 
storage rooms but we have been fostering for two and a 
half years and to date 20 children have passed through 
our doors some staying for one night, as an emergency 
placement and others for months, the longest for 19 
months.   

“I feel fulfilled when I am looking after children, it completes 
me.”

Cllr Ian Blair, Chair of South Gloucestershire Council’s 
Children & Young People Committee, added: “We are facing 
a shortage in the number of foster carers in the area and we 
need more people to come forward and provide what is a 
vitally important role in a child or young person’s life.

“We’re seeking families, couples and individuals from all 
backgrounds who can welcome often vulnerable children 
into their homes and bring new opportunities into their lives. 

The important thing is that our carers have the time and 
patience to care for a young person, child or siblings.”

We are also on the lookout for people to become Share the 
Care carers and provide short breaks for disabled children 
and young people, including those with learning difficulties 
or autism. This could be as little as providing an overnight 
stay a month to a child.

If you think you could welcome a child into your home we 
would be keen to hear from you. Please call 01454 866423 
or visit our website for more details at    
www.southglos.gov.uk/fostering 

We are also supporting a national recruitment campaign 
during Foster Care Fortnight which runs from 12 to 25 May.
More details at www.fostering.net

Foster carers Lucy Fullard, Sandra Smith, Kelly Bevan, Lucy Pook, Jacqueline Jarrett, Jackie Coombs 
and Rachael Rushent at the campaign launch

Kingswood Park is 80
Popular Kingswood Park is celebrating its 80th birthday this 
year. The park was created in 1934 and has been enjoyed  
by countless residents ever since.

There are lots of exciting events happening in the park  
during our Family Fun Day on Wednesday 28 May. Families 
can take part in a treasure hunt and there will also be a 
music stage, a range of other entertainments and a number 
of stalls. So whether you’re eight or 80, why not come along 
to the park opposite the Civic Centre in Kingswood and have 
a great day out with all the family.

A new community garden is also being created in the park 
for all to enjoy.

More details about the Family Fun Day will be posted on our 
facebook page at www.facebook.com/sgloscouncil

We need people from all walks of life to adopt 
children who need a permanent home.

You’ll receive lots of support and training. 
We always put the welfare of our children 
and our adopters fi rst and consider 
them as part of our team. 

Children need families who can offer 
them care, love and guidance.

Why not give us a call? 

You can ask us lots of questions 
to make sure this is the right 
decision for you. You can also 
come along to one of our 
adoption information evenings 
to fi nd out more.

If you would like to fi nd out more either telephone 01454 866423 
or visit our website www.southglos.gov.uk/adoption
or email adoption@southglos.gov.uk

Could you adopt a child and 
make a big difference to 
their lives?



From tackling obesity to campaigns 
to help you stop smoking or get 
a free flu jab, you may already be 
familiar with some of the work we do 
around public health.

It’s exactly a year since public health 
returned to local councils from the NHS. 
Since then a lot has happened to help 
improve residents’ health and wellbeing.

In South Gloucestershire, life expectancy 
is higher than the national average, 
having risen by about two and a half 
years over the last 10 years. A report by 
Public Health England ranked us fifth 
out of 150 councils for having one of 
the lowest early mortality rates from big 
killers such as cancer and heart disease. 

This is good news for residents and 
shows that the district continues to be 
a great place to live and work. However, 
we know that there are some groups 
and communities who experience poorer 
health than others so with the help of 

our partners in the NHS and inspirational 
Paralympic footballer Ibrahima Diallo, 
we launched a Joint Health & Wellbeing 
Strategy last July to improve health for all.

In the fight against obesity and diabetes, 
we’ve teamed up with Weight Watchers 
to provide a men only healthy weight 
programme in Hanham and we also run 
weight management courses for children. 
We run stop smoking clinics, drug and 
alcohol services and sexual health 
services.

We also work with partners on public 
health campaigns. Choosing the right 
health service when you’re feeling unwell 
or injured allows busy services like A&E 
to treat people who need them most, 
so we’ve lent our support to South 
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning 
Group’s campaign ‘Think ABC before 
A&E’.

Dr Mark Pietroni, Director of Public 
Health for South Gloucestershire, said:           

“So much has been achieved in our first 
year but we are always looking ahead to 
help stamp out health inequalities. Many 
people will be familiar with the high profile 
campaign work we do like last month’s 
national No Smoking Day where we 
worked with the British Heart Foundation 
and leisure centres to encourage people 
to change their habits, give up smoking 
and take up a healthy activity. This is the 
sort of work we are involved in to prevent 
people from getting cancer or heart 
disease in later life. During 2014, we will 
be focusing on mental health and health 
in schools as well as continuing our work 
in other areas.”

If you want help to stop smoking there 
are trained Smokefree advisors in all GP 
surgeries and selected pharmacies and 
community venues in Yate, Patchway, 
Staple Hill, Cadbury Heath, Filton and 
Kingswood. Call 01454 865502 or visit 
www.southglos.gov.uk/smokefree
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Taking care of your health and wellbeing 

We are working closely with local schools and other 
partners to raise secondary and post-16 educational 
standards and attainment in South Gloucestershire. 

Although standards in our schools have been improving 
they have not kept pace with national averages so we 
commissioned a group of independent education experts to 
consider why this should be the case and suggest possible 
solutions.

The Education Commission’s report, which was presented to 
councillors in January, found that standards and attainment 
have been affected by a range of factors, including a high 
surplus of school places at secondary level.

In some areas of South Gloucestershire up to a quarter 
of school places will be unoccupied in 2015 and the 
Commission described this as a ‘significant factor’ affecting 
schools’ funding and, in turn, their ability to maintain an 
appropriate curriculum and the right number and type of staff.

The Commission recommended we take urgent steps to 
tackle this surplus in order to deliver the best results for our 
young people.

The Commission also recommended we put more emphasis 
on the teaching of technical and employability skills, and 
we will be seeking funding for a new ‘studio’ school to help 
realise this goal.

Finally, the Commission also urged schools to work together 
more closely on areas such as sixth-form provision and we 
will be taking this forward with local schools in the coming 
months.

We’re making good progress with our ‘streetcare 
localism’ project to involve communities more closely in 
the delivery of some highway and street scene services. 

As reported in previous editions of SGN, from April we are 
introducing a ‘Core Standard’ of essential highway and street 
scene services throughout South Gloucestershire. This 
covers all the services we’re legally required to provide, such 
as maintaining our roads in a safe and usable condition, and 
providing a winter maintenance service. 

Alongside this we’ve been inviting communities to take on other 
‘enhanced’ services, such as dog waste bins or floral displays, 
that aren’t included in the Core Standard and would otherwise 
cease from the start of April.

This approach reflects the spirit of the national Localism 
initiative, which encourages people to come together to take 
responsibility for their communities and to get more involved in 
local services. It will also help us ensure that we are using our 
resources effectively at a time of significant reductions in local 
authority funding.

In most cases, enhanced services will be managed by Parish 
and Town Councils and we are working with them to confirm 
the precise arrangements for each area.    
See www.southglos.gov.uk/streetscene for further details.

Are you interested in taking over a service on behalf of the 
council? Under the Localism Act 2011, Parish and Town 
Councils, community and voluntary bodies and other groups 
have a right to submit a formal Expression of Interest in certain 
council services, via the Act’s ‘community right to challenge’ 
provisions. Expressions of Interest must be received between  
1 March and 30 April each year. You can find out more at  
www.southglos.gov.uk/localism

Streetcare localism Improvements to schools



Children’s 
Centres to become 
cycle hubs 
Children’s Centres in Cadbury Heath, Patchway, Staple Hill
and Yate provide support to families in priority 
neighbourhoods to help children achieve the best start in life. 
From April, the centres are set to become cycle hubs. Centres 
at Kingswood and Filton will also have the facility to offer 
family cycle rides to the existing programme of activities.

The new cycle hubs will stock bikes suitable for men, women and children. 
Child seats and trailers will be available for use with adult bikes and 
stabilisers for use with children’s bikes. Staff at the centres will undergo 
‘ride leader’ training during March ready to deliver family rides from launch 
dates in April in partnership with the Wild4Life project. In the longer term, 
the centres will provide cycle training for parents and carers, and Bikeability 
training for children.

The Wild4Life project will be running Bike and Play 
sessions, in which families can borrow the bikes 
for a led cycle ride and take part in nature play. 
Starting in Staple Hill in summer 2014, and Yate and 
Patchway in 2015.

“We’re very pleased to be able to offer this new 
facility to local families,” says Wendy Rycroft, 
Development Leader for the Children’s Centres. 
“The new cycle hubs will offer wonderful 
opportunities for families to spend more time 
together while getting active and having fun. They 
will also have the chance to build their confi dence 
through cycle training to help them explore the 
area by bike.”

On the move - transport supplement
•   c y c l e   •   c a r  s h a r e   •   w a l k   •   b u s   •   t r a i n   •

On the move Spring 2014

For information on Children 
Centre activities delivered by 
the council, health and other 
partners visit  
www.southglos.gov.uk/
childrenscentres

For information on adult cycle 
training and Bikeability training, 
please visit 
www.southglos.gov.uk/
cycletraining
Information about the Wild4Life 
project and Bike and Play 
sessions can be found at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/
Wild4Life

The new cycle hubs will launch 
on the following dates:

Yate   11 April 

Patchway  15 April

Cadbury Heath 16 April

Staple Hill  28 April

Funding for the project 
is thanks to a grant from 
the Government’s Local 
Sustainable Transport Fund 
and is part of a range of 
initiatives to encourage 
sustainable travel.
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New and changed bus services in Yate
From April, South Gloucestershire 
will benefi t from an increased 
number of commercial bus services. 
For residents in the Yate area in 
particular, this will mean: greater 
choice, increased frequency, 
extended operating hours and the 
sought after direct service from Yate 
to Southmead Hospital.

Cllr Brian Allinson, Chair of Planning, 
Transportation and Strategic 
Environment Committee, said: “Under 
new changes proposed by First, 
some services that were previously 
fi nancially supported by the council 
will now be run on a commercial 
basis with some agreed route 
amendments and re-numbering.

“Reliable and affordable bus services 
are the backbone of a good public 
transport system and we will 
continue, as a committee, to work 
with bus companies to improve the 
network.”

Amendments to bus routes are 
shown on the map opposite.   
A summary of key changes and  
re-numbering is shown to the right. 

 

Old 
no.

New 
no.

What the changes mean for you

327 46 Increased frequency – the hourly service will now 
extend later into the evening.  Services 46 and 
47 will be co-ordinated to provide a 30 minute 
frequency between Yate and Bristol.  

329 46 Increased frequency – the two hourly Sunday and 
Bank holiday service previously provided by the 
329 will become an hourly service. This will mean 
additional services for areas such as Winterbourne, 
Frampton Cotterell and Coalpit Heath.

X46 NEW service – combined with services 46, 47 and 
X27, the X46 will create a 15 minute frequency of 
buses from Yate to Bristol.

342 47 Extended hours –services on Sunday and Public 
holiday evenings will increase from two hourly 
to hourly. This will provide a later last journey to 
Yate and Chipping Sodbury. Service 47 will run 
alongside Service 48 through Downend and 
Fishponds to provide a frequent service to Bristol 
city centre.

689 X49 Express service – Service X49 will run alongside 
service 49 providing a faster journey time between 
Staple Hill and Bristol city centre. The service will 
also provide an additional journey option for 
passengers travelling between Bristol and Yate, 
Pucklechurch or Westerleigh.

581 81 Increased frequency – Service 81 will provide a 30 
minute frequency between Kingswood and Bristol 
Parkway and a 60 minute frequency between 
Kingswood and Yate.

482              
483

82 NEW Southmead Hospital service                    
Increased frequency/Extended hours –            
Service 82 will cover much of the previous 482/3 
route and will be extended to provide a 60 minute 
frequency between Yate and Southmead Hospital. 
Along with service 81 it will double the frequency of 
services between Yate and Bristol Parkway to every 
30 minutes. The service will operate until 8pm to 
serve members of the public visiting Southmead 
Hospital as well as hospital staff.

For bus timetable information visit www.travelinesw.com
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Partnership working between 
the council and First has led to 
development of a Memorandum 
of Understanding. This sets out the 
objectives and roles of both parties 
to achieve the goal of an attractive 
and sustainable bus network 
across the district. 

The Memorandum of 
Understanding can be viewed at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/fi rstmemo

Southmead Hospital (artist impression)
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•  Real time information to plan your journey 
•  Save your favourite routes  

•  Set an alert when nearing your stop

FREE to download for a limited period. 

Available on iOS, Android and Windows platforms.  

TravelWest buschecker  
live bus countdown

www.travelwest.info/buschecker

Buses from Yate  
to Bristol   
every 15 minutes. 

Direct hourly 
service from Yate 
to Southmead 
Hospital.

7 services per 
hour from 
Parkway Station 
to Southmead 
Hospital. Services 
18 and 502 run 
twice an hour.

46 X46
47 X47

X27

X49

82

82
18

501
502

555

Bus services to Southmead Hospital
There will be a new leafl et covering all transport options to Southmead 
Hospital ready for the opening at the end of May. If you would 
like a copy of this leafl et please email your name and address to 
onthemove@southglos.gov.uk

New and changed bus services in Yate

Southmead Hospital (artist impression)
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Walk to Health
Walking is one of the simplest and most effective ways of getting fit and losing weight. This 
year, there are new walking groups starting in Yate and Kingswood. 

Family walks

Weekly family walks have started in 
Kingswood and Yate, and are the 
perfect way to spend time with your 
family as spring approaches. 

Funded by the Local Sustainable 
Transport Fund, these led walks will 
help your family to get active, explore 
your local area and meet new 
friends.

Families of all sizes and ages are 
welcome to join the walks. You do not 
need to sign up for all of them, you 
can join any of the walks to suit you.

All the walks take approximately an 
hour and will go ahead come rain or 
shine, so please bring along suitable 
clothing and footwear.

Meeting places for family walks:

In Kingswood the walks take place 
every Wednesday. Meet outside St 
Stephen’s Junior School, BS15 1XD 
at 4pm.

In Yate the walks take place every 
Thursday. Meet outside St Nicholas 
Youth Centre, BS37 4LG at 4.30pm.  

If you would like to get involved 
or you’re interested in joining, 
please telephone Carly Urbanski 
on 01454 868744 or email carly.
urbanski@southglos.gov.uk

For information on all of our led 
walks and walking groups,  
please visit:

www.southglos.gov.uk/
walkingforheath

Join us for a buggy walk

After the great success of the buggy 
walk group in Emersons Green, 
a group has now been set up in 
Kingswood.

These led walks are a great way for 
parents and grandparents who are 
new or returning to exercise to meet 
up and explore the local area. After 
the walk, there is an opportunity to 
relax and have a chat over a cuppa.

Meeting places for buggy walks:

Outside Emersons Green library, 
BS16 7AP at 10am on the first and 
third Wednesday of every month.

Or

Outside Kingsmeadow Community 
Flats, 19 Barrington Close,  
BS15 4QD at 10am on the second 
Wednesday of every month.

Each walk lasts approximately 45 
minutes. There’s no need to book, 
just turn up and we’ll see you 
there. 

For more information on buggy 
walks, telephone Christina 
Wheeler on 01454 863951   
or email christina.wheeler@
southglos.gov.uk

Work is currently underway at 
Warmley Station to install a secure 
storage hub of bikes specifically for 
people with disabilities and to create 
a new picnic area. The station is also 
being made accessible including a 
new surface, tactile paving and a 
gently sloping path with a rest point. 
The storage hub will be decorated by 
local illustrator, Andy Council, who is 
working with Warmley Park School on 
designs.

This work is being funded by the 
Local Sustainable Transport Fund 
and the bikes will be handed over 
to the community group, Warmley 
Wheelers. 
These bikes will be available to the 
public from April 2014.

Warmley Wheelers
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Wessex Home Improvement Loans is a trading style of Wessex Resolutions CIC.;  
a community interest company limited by guarantee, registered in England, company number 4512225

Registered address: Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford-on-Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

IMPORTANT: YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP  
REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT

South Gloucestershire Council could 
provide affordable finance to repair, 

adapt or improve your home?
(Subject to eligibility. Typical 4.2% APR)

 Ñ Homeowner on 
a low income?

 Ñ No heating or  
broken boiler?

 Ñ Damp problem?

 Ñ Leaky roof or  
structural problems?

 Ñ Rotten windows? 
 Ñ Electrical or  

plumbing faults?

 Ñ Kitchen or  
bathroom unsafe?

 Ñ Want to improve 
home energy 
efficiency?

Did you know…

Call now for information about how the loan could help improve the energy efficiency of your home
•  Borrow £1,000 to £15,000
•  Over six months to a maximum of 15 years
•  Available to homeowners across South Gloucestershire
•  The loan is fixed at 4% interest (Typical 4.2% APR) 

In partnership with  
Severn Wye Energy Agency

Call 0800 500 3076

South Gloucestershire Home Energy Loan  Now 

available! 

01454 868126
Call the Council!

www.wrcic.org.uk

In partnership with

Walk to Health
Walking is one of the simplest and most effective ways of getting fit and losing weight. This 
year, there are new walking groups starting in Yate and Kingswood. 

Family walks

Weekly family walks have started in 
Kingswood and Yate, and are the 
perfect way to spend time with your 
family as spring approaches. 

Funded by the Local Sustainable 
Transport Fund, these led walks will 
help your family to get active, explore 
your local area and meet new 
friends.

Families of all sizes and ages are 
welcome to join the walks. You do not 
need to sign up for all of them, you 
can join any of the walks to suit you.

All the walks take approximately an 
hour and will go ahead come rain or 
shine, so please bring along suitable 
clothing and footwear.

Meeting places for family walks:

In Kingswood the walks take place 
every Wednesday. Meet outside St 
Stephen’s Junior School, BS15 1XD 
at 4pm.

In Yate the walks take place every 
Thursday. Meet outside St Nicholas 
Youth Centre, BS37 4LG at 4.30pm.  

If you would like to get involved 
or you’re interested in joining, 
please telephone Carly Urbanski 
on 01454 868744 or email carly.
urbanski@southglos.gov.uk

For information on all of our led 
walks and walking groups,  
please visit:

www.southglos.gov.uk/
walkingforheath

Join us for a buggy walk

After the great success of the buggy 
walk group in Emersons Green, 
a group has now been set up in 
Kingswood.

These led walks are a great way for 
parents and grandparents who are 
new or returning to exercise to meet 
up and explore the local area. After 
the walk, there is an opportunity to 
relax and have a chat over a cuppa.

Meeting places for buggy walks:

Outside Emersons Green library, 
BS16 7AP at 10am on the first and 
third Wednesday of every month.

Or

Outside Kingsmeadow Community 
Flats, 19 Barrington Close,  
BS15 4QD at 10am on the second 
Wednesday of every month.

Each walk lasts approximately 45 
minutes. There’s no need to book, 
just turn up and we’ll see you 
there. 

For more information on buggy 
walks, telephone Christina 
Wheeler on 01454 863951   
or email christina.wheeler@
southglos.gov.uk

Work is currently underway at 
Warmley Station to install a secure 
storage hub of bikes specifically for 
people with disabilities and to create 
a new picnic area. The station is also 
being made accessible including a 
new surface, tactile paving and a 
gently sloping path with a rest point. 
The storage hub will be decorated by 
local illustrator, Andy Council, who is 
working with Warmley Park School on 
designs.

This work is being funded by the 
Local Sustainable Transport Fund 
and the bikes will be handed over 
to the community group, Warmley 
Wheelers. 
These bikes will be available to the 
public from April 2014.

Warmley Wheelers
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Scott Howes became head teacher 
of Little Stoke Primary School in 
September 2012. Since then pupil 
numbers have been rising and 
attendance has improved term on 
term.

He tells SGN about life at Little Stoke 
Primary.

What attracted you to the school? 
“I was impressed by the friendly team 
working here. I knew the last two years 
had been tough however I found an 
impressive school site with amazing 
facilities for outdoor learning and 
welcoming staff with a desire to keep 
the school moving forward.”

What has the school achieved over 
the past year?     
“We have lots of new staff with the  
right skills who continue to raise 
standards, support families, lift 
aspirations and aim for an outstanding 
quality of education.

“A new topic based curriculum has 
been introduced to engage and excite 
pupils which encourages them to ask 
more questions and make decisions 
about class visits. This has been highly 
effective in raising writing standards 
across the school with SATs results for 
writing rising significantly in Y2 and Y6.

“Parents have been a constant support. 
They have seen many changes and 
their feedback is invaluable in assessing 
the impact of these essential changes 
and finding stability as we reach a point 
where teaching and learning in the 
school is good, and often outstanding. 
We continue to work with local families 
to help every child achieve the best they 
can during their time here.

“There is a growing sense of pride 
at Little Stoke Primary School and 
choosing to send your child here is a 
good choice. They will be children who 
achieve and have a flying start to lifelong 
learning.”

Read more about Scott in our digital 
SGN www.sgloscouncil.net/sgn

Spotlight on Little Stoke 
Primary SchoolCore Strategy

Plans for a new neighbourhood in the areas of 
Cribbs Causeway and Patchway are progressing 
following the approval of our district-wide 
planning blueprint, or Core Strategy, last year.

The Strategy provides for 5,700 new homes in the new 
neighbourhood area, which includes Filton airfield, and we 
are now developing a detailed masterplan or ‘supplementary 
planning document’ (SPD) which will guide this development 
over the next decade.

As part of this work we carried out a six-week consultation 
in January and February which included four consultation 
events, at Clifton Rugby Club, the Southmead Greenways 
Centre, BAWA in Filton and the Coniston Centre in Patchway.

Views and comments submitted at the events, and through 
our various other consultation channels, will help to shape 
the final details of the SPD.

As proposed, the plans will see more than 120 acres set 
aside as employment land as part of a new Filton Economic 
Area focused on aerospace and advanced manufacturing 
and with the potential to create up to 6,000 high quality new 
jobs.

We have also allocated land for emergency air services including the 
Great Western Ambulance Service and for Concorde and the Bristol 
Aero Collection, helping to ensure that the area’s aerospace heritage is 
safeguarded for future generations.

As well as the new homes, which include affordable and extra care 
housing, the plans also detail the new schools and community facilities 
that the new community will require. The new neighbourhood will 
also see significant investment in new roads and public transport 
infrastructure, and land will be safeguarded for two new railway stations 
on the route of the Henbury Line. 

More information about the new neighbourhood is available at   
www.southglos.gov.uk/cribbspatchwaynn

Filton Enterprise Area
The Filton Enterprise Area is a key feature of the planned 
Cribbs/Patchway New Neighbourhood.

Set over 50 hectares, the area is one of three special employment 
and economic development locations being developed in South 
Gloucestershire as part of the Government’s City Region Deal to boost 
local economies and support job creation. Each Enterprise Area in 
South Gloucestershire has a distinct theme and the Filton Area will 
reflect Filton’s position as a world centre for cutting-edge aviation 
technology and home for world-class aerospace businesses including 
Airbus, Rolls-Royce and GKN.

The area will provide an important opportunity for business to locate 
directly alongside existing successful enterprises, with a focus on 
activities such as aerospace design, research and manufacture; 
defence; advanced manufacturing; emerging materials technologies 
(working closely with the National Composite Centre located at the 
Bristol and Bath Science Park); information technology; and micro-
electronics research and design. 

For further information on the Filton Enterprise Area, and other 
Enterprise Areas in South Gloucestershire, see    
www.insouthglos.co.uk
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The first communities in South 
Gloucestershire to benefit from the 
rollout of superfast broadband can  
now order the service from their  
internet service provider (ISP). 

Green street cabinets which serve 
residential and business premises in 
Wick, Pucklechurch, Badminton, Barrs 
Court and Warmley are now live and 
ready for service. To order the new 
fibre service, residents and businesses 
need to contact their ISP and choose 
a suitable broadband package. A list of 
the main providers is on our website at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/broadband

The £35.6m Great Western Broadband 
project is a partnership between us, 
Wiltshire Council and BT which aims 
to see 94 per cent of premises in 
South Gloucestershire with access to 
superfast broadband speeds of 24Mbps 
and above by the end of March 2015.

The project is also funded by the 
Government’s Superfast Britain 
programme which is rolling out fibre 
broadband to more challenging areas 
that fall outside the private sector’s 
commercial plans. 

We are already making excellent 
progress with around 2,200 homes 
already connected and we aim to have 
more than 5,000 homes and businesses 

in South Gloucestershire connected to 
fibre broadband by the summer.

Our partnership recently received a 
£4.97m boost when the Government 
announced a £250m funding package 
to extend broadband coverage.

Cllr John Goddard, Chair of Resources 
Sub Committee, said: “I am delighted 
that superfast broadband has arrived 
in our first communities which is great 
news for residents and businesses who 
can now order the service. Families 
can enjoy faster internet speeds and a 
more reliable connection while superfast 
broadband will provide a welcome 
boost to local businesses and help the 
economy.

“We welcome the £4.97m of extra 
funding which will ensure coverage 
is extended to even more premises 
across South Gloucestershire. 
Broadband remains a key priority for 
South Gloucestershire Council; having 
already invested over £2m into this 
complex infrastructure project we have 
just agreed a further £350,000 to help 
extend the coverage.” 

We are also working with Business West 
to promote the benefits of superfast 
broadband. South Gloucestershire 
companies recently joined us at the 
Science Park in Emersons Green 
and the Armadillo in Yate for practical 
sessions on how to make the most out 
of superfast broadband. 

Apprentice event 
We recently teamed up 
with the Federation of 
Small Business, National 
Apprenticeship Service 
and South Gloucestershire 
and Stroud College to host 
a free event at the Bristol 
& Bath Science Park to 
provide information about 
apprenticeships to small 
businesses.

Apprentices and representatives from local 
businesses at the event

Get connected 
with broadband

If your child is looked after by someone 
else for more than 28 days, the law 
requires you to notify us. This is known 
as private fostering and applies to under 
16s (or 18 if disabled).    
Notify us on 01454 866000

Private fostering

The Cribbs/Patchway New Neighbourhood

Working for growth 
and investment in 
South Gloucestershire
South Gloucestershire plays an 
important role in the West of England 
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) which 
is working to strengthen the economy 
across the region up to 2030.

The 25 year growth incentive, part of the 
City Region Deal, is unique to the West 
of England region because it allows 
the four councils in Bath, Bristol, North 
Somerset and South Gloucestershire to 
keep all of the income generated from 
business rates growth across the five 
Enterprise Areas and one Enterprise 
Zone – through a £500m Economic 
Development Fund. 

For South Gloucestershire, our three key 
Enterprise Areas will play a central and 
essential role in the Strategic Economic 
Plan for the West of England. Filton 
will specialise in aerospace, research 
and advanced engineering; Emersons 
Green in high tech industries and 
science; Severnside in manufacturing, 
distribution, logistics and environmental 
industries. The plan also outlines how 
EU Structural and Investment Funds will 
be harnessed.

As SGN went to print, we were due to 
submit our Strategic Economic Plan to 
the Government.







Wheels t    W  rk West

Unemployed?
For help with transport to work or training visit www.travelwest.info/wheelstoworkwest 
or speak to one of our partner organisations.

•  A&J Training  •  Avonmouth Work Club  •  Breakthrough Mentoring 
•  Business in the Community  •  Children in Care Service  •  City of Bristol College 
•  Compass project  •  Job Centre Plus  •  KTS Training  •  Learning Partnership West 
•  Merlin Housing Association  •  National Apprenticeship Scheme   
•  South Gloucestershire and Stroud College  •  Tomorrow’s People   
•  Youth Intervention Service

Wheels to Work West Initiatives 
Examples of services available include:
 •  LOAN BIKES  
  Borrow a bike to help to get to work and training

 • BUS TICKETS 
  To help to get to work and training 

 • LOAN TO BUY SCOOTER SCHEME 
  A pilot scheme enabling people to buy a new scooter  
  to help them find or get a job.

TRAVEL PLANNING ADVICE 
Travel advisors can come and set up a roadshow at your 
location and provide one to one journey planning advice.

To find out more contact:
Bath & N E Somerset Jessica Fox-Taylor

E-mail jessica_fox-taylor@bathnes.gov.uk

Tel 01225 394257

Designed and printed by Bristol City Council, Bristol Design  I  BD4230  I  May 2013 

Bristol & South Glos Helen Harrison

E-mail helen.harrison@southglos.gov.uk

Tel 01454 868244 

North Somerset Lorrie Parnell

E-mail lorrie.parnell@n-somerset.gov.uk

Tel 01275 884147
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