
A New Heritage and 
Archaeology newsletter

Welcome to the Autumn edition of ‘Heritage & Archaeology’, 
the newsletter for the South Gloucestershire Heritage 
Forum and for anyone interested in the archaeology and 

heritage of South Gloucestershire. This new look issue combines 
with the popular ‘Archaeology’ newsletter and aims to provide up to 
date news with original research and project work.

Our museums and heritage groups are flourishing. Record numbers 
of people have visited our attractions this year and, as you will see, 
there are even more exciting projects planned for the coming months. 
Archaeology both through the planning process and as private and 
educational research continues to make astonishing discoveries from 
the South Gloucestershire past.  Since the last ‘Archaeology’ newsletter 
in 2005 a bathhouse (part of the Roman Villa at Lower Woods Lodge, 
Hawkesbury) was excavated by local archaeologists, whilst commercial 
work unveiled a dark age burial at Hewlett Packard.   

We hope to continue producing this newsletter twice a year (Spring 
and Autumn). However due to rising costs of production we are 
planning for future issues to be circulated by email and on the South 
Gloucestershire Council web site.

on the web

Historic 
eNviroNmeNtal 
record 

The South Gloucestershire 
Historic Environment 
Record, a database 
containing all the known 
historic buildings, 
archaeological sites, 
battlefields, landscapes, 
archaeological events 
and much more, is now 
available online.

This service, which is 
freely useable for private 
research and educational 
purposes, gives the public 
an opportunity to learn 
about the archaeology 
and history of their local 
area through a number of 
important features. Users 
can search geographically 
or can specify an actual 
site. Alternatively they can 
search chronologically, 
so for instance, they can 
examine all the known 
Neolithic sites in the 
county. These records 
contain a detailed 
description outlining the 
key features of the site, 
so researchers can use it 
to better understand their 
historic environment. And 
all this can be done from 
the comfort of your home 
or library!

The Historic Environment 
Record is a dynamic 
resource, one that grows 
and changes and one that 
everyone should feel free to 
contribute to.  

The database is available 
via the Heritage Gateway, 
a resource provided by 
English Heritage at:  
www.heritagegateway.org.uk
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Heritage News

It was a busy summer for our museums 
and heritage centres. This year 
our groups took part in National 

Archaeology Week for the first time. 

‘Archaeology in the Park’ was held 
at Warmley Gardens and hosted by 
Kingswood Heritage Museum Trust. Over 
900 people enjoyed walks, talks, displays 
and demonstrations.  There was live 
music, storytelling plus children’s activities. 
Bristol Museum gave advice to would be 
archaeologists and a geophysics team from 
Bristol University worked in the gardens.

The unprecedented success of this year’s 
National Archaeology Week has forced a 
rethink from the powers that be. From next 
year National Archaeology Week will be 
changing to the two week Festival of British 
Archaeology. Heritage groups such as the 
Kingswood Museum Trust have already 
begun plans for this event but we would 
encourage any other museums and groups 
to also participate. The aim of the Festival 
is to enable the public to participate in a 
wide range of archaeology related activities 
across the UK. 

Heritage open days

In September over twenty properties 
opened their doors for Heritage Open Days.
Old favourite Oldwood Pitts reported 400 
visitors throughout one day of opening, 
whilst the grottoes at Warmley who joined 
this event for the first time reported a very 
good turn out of 250 people.  

Thanks  
to everyone  
who helped 
make this event 
so successful.  
Planning has to 
start each year in 
January so if you 
have any ideas 
about new 
venues 
please let 
us know. 

the 1908 olympic 
booklet

Hugh Soar, local Historian 
and owner of the Artemis 
Archery Collection, is 
compiling a very timely and 
original booklet on the 1908 
London Olympic Games. 
To compliment this work we 
are asking for information 
on local athletes’ right up to 
the modern day, especially if 
they are training for the 2012 
Olympics. Please contact the 
Museums & Heritage Service 
if you have any information.

chipping sodbury 
conservation area 
supplementary 
Planning document

During the summer residents 
and businesses in Chipping 
Sodbury Conservation 
Area were invited by the 
Conservation team at South 
Gloucestershire Council to 
have their say on a draft 
Supplementary Planning 
Document on the Chipping 
Sodbury Conservation Area.

The document provides an 
appraisal of the Chipping 
Sodbury Conservation Area, 
setting out the main features 
contributing to its distinctive 

character and appearance, 
along with a suggested 
strategy for its preservation 
and enhancement. It is 
hoped that this guidance will 
help ensure future alterations 
or development proposals 
respect rather than harm the 
special character of the area.

Feedback from local people 
has generally been positive. 
Conservation Officers 
are currently considering 
the responses and it is 
envisaged that the final 
amended document will be 
adopted by the end of the 
year.  This document will 
supplement the policies in 
the South Gloucestershire 
Local Plan giving guidance 
against which development 
proposals will be assessed. 

changes at  
mla 
south west

MLA South West, the region’s 
strategic development 
agency for museums, 
libraries and archives, will 
cease operations on March 
31, 2009.
The agency is winding 
up following a major 
reorganisation of its 
main funding body the 
Government-sponsored 
Museums, Libraries and 
Archives Council (MLA).
‘It is with deep regret that 
we are ending five decades 
of support for the South 
West’s libraries, archives 
and  - perhaps most notably 
- museums’, said MLA South 
West chairman, Sir Geoffrey 
Holland.

avon valley railway – 
recent developments

Another highly successful 
summer for the Avon Valley 
Railway with group visits 
from as far a field as Dorset, 
Staffordshire and County 
Durham as well as several 
thousand members of the 
public. The highlight of the 
year so far has been the 
opening of the Railway’s 
brand new £300,000 catering 
facility in mid July, providing 
much needed sustenance for 
Railway visitors and the local 
community who visit in ever 
increasing numbers. A busy 
few months lie ahead with 
preparations well in hand for 
the Santa Special services in 
December which attract over 
10,000 people annually – the 
first booking having been 
made on the 25th March 
using the Railway’s new on-
line booking system.

what’s happening  
at champion’s  
Brassworks & gardens 
at warmley?

Since the publication of a 
conservation management 
plan for the site last year 
there has been a great 
deal of activity. Important 
partnerships have been 
made and there are 

sustainable plans for the 
future of the site. If you are 
interested in receiving an 
email update on a regular 
basis please send your 
contact details to:-
Michael Packer
mgpacker@blueyonder.co.uk

Yate No 2 colliery

Over the Easter weekend 
in March 2008 the shaft at 
Yate No 2 Colliery collapsed.  
Whilst this was certainly 
an unfortunate event it 
did enable a preliminary 
archaeological investigation 
to be undertaken by the 
South Gloucestershire Mines 
Research Group.
Yate No 2 is a 19th century 
colliery that was linked 
(eventually) to Yate No 1 
and contained a pumping 
shaft and a winding shaft 
with a beam engine used 
to extract the coal.  The 
Colliery closed in 1888, but 
not after it (and other mines 
of the Industrial Period) had 
left an irreparable mark on 
the South Gloucestershire 
landscape.  The Yate 
Collieries (Yate No 1, Yate No 
2 and an unknown site) were 
aided by the development 
of a Railway line designed 
to move the coal from its 
source at Engine Common 
throughout the region and 
beyond as the railway was 
also linked to the Midlands 
line.  
The investigations revealed 
various stone and brick 
walls and a circular feature 
believed to be the “furnace 
base”.

“Paul Martin demonstrates flint knapping” 

archaeology in the Park

4National archaeology week 

4Historic properties opened to all

4mla south west is changing
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local Projects

The Severn River project is a 
partnership project which aims to 
involve all the local authorities along 

the river from mouth to source. 

It has been initiated by Shropshire County 
Council Arts Development, particularly 
in response to their beacon status for 
rural affairs. It aims to celebrate the 
river and its communities through street 
arts and has already seen large scale 
events in Shropshire, Worcestershire 
and Gloucestershire. In 2008, the 
Arts Development Team worked with 
Severnbeach Primary School and the 
theatre company, the Desperate Men, to 
create a guided walk around Severnbeach. 
The local history group were invaluable 
in supporting the project, coming into the 
school and sharing local stories. The school 
were also pleased to have made this link 
with the local community.

Fundraising is currently underway for the 
2009 programme. South Gloucestershire 
Council are collaborating with 
Gloucestershire County Council on a bid 
to the Arts Council which would support 
projects with Gloucestershire Records 
Office (who are also provide a service for 
SGC) and with Gloucestershire Dance (who 
also host Dance South Gloucestershire). 
We are also working on our own bid to the 

Heritage Lottery Fund for a project which 
would involve the primary schools along 
the river and culminate in a celebration 
at Severnbeach, possibly based on the 
story of the Littleton whale. This project 
would be dependent on the success of 
the bid, though there are a number of    
smaller scale alternatives which could be 
considered if the bid is not successful. The 
support of the Heritage Forum and local 
groups will be vital in helping to provide 
stories, images and archive material and in 
sharing these with schools and the wider 
community.

Bac 100:2010 
call for ideas to mark the 100th 
anniversary of aviation in the west 
of england

On 19th February 
1910 Sir George 
White, chair of the 
Bristol Tramways 
Company, 
announced at their 
AGM that he intended 
entering the aviation 

business. He inaugurated British and 
Colonial Aeroplane Company with himself 
as Chairman, his brother, Samuel and his 
son Stanley the other directors, his nephew 
was Company Secretary. 

 ‘desperate men’ created a series of theatrical outdoor performances called Sturgeon Moon, 
based on the story of a massive 8 foot Atlantic sturgeon caught in the river in 1802.  

They took over the Tramways 
Company garage at Filton 
and by July had designed 
and built their first aeroplane 
– the Boxkite – which first 
flew from Larkhill in Wiltshire 
on the 30th July to a height 
of 150 feet. They set up 
Flying Schools in Larkhill and 
Brooklands. In November 
they held a flying display on 
the Downs and in December 
sales missions set off for 
India and Australia. What an 
achievement for their first 
year in business.

In 1920 they changed their 
name to the Bristol Aeroplane 
Company and established 
an engines division, building 
successful engines such as 
Jupiter, Mercury, Hercules, 
Centaurus, Proteus and 
Olympus with a world-wide 
reputation for reliability.

As well as aircraft that 
were not successful they 
had great successes. The 
Bristol Fighter in the First 
World War, the Bulldog, the 
Blenheim, Beaufort, and 
Beaufighter of the Second 
World War. Post war there 
was the Brabazon, Britannia 
and the last plane built at 
Filton – Concorde.  During 
the Second World War 
production was diversified 
with work spread over 100 
sites in the Avon area.  Sub-
contracting continues today 
with businesses across the 
South West contributing to 
the aviation industry.

By the 1960’s the 
government had encouraged 
aviation companies to join 
together. The engine side 
became Bristol Siddeley 

Engines and then a division 
of Rolls-Royce as it is today. 
The aircraft side became 
a part of British Aircraft 
Corporation and then a part 
of Airbus. Helicopters went to 
Westlands.

The Company used the 
expertise and skills to 
develop other areas. Control 
systems for Bofors guns and 
gun turrets, guided weapons 
such as Bloodhound and 
Rapier; plastics were used 
for drop tanks, radomes and 
sailing dinghies; the Proteus 
engine was used to generate 
electricity. They built 11,000 
prefabs and hundreds of 
prefab schools.

There is the Bristol Car, 
streamlined, powerful and 
fast, first produced in 1946 
and still being assembled 
and hand finished in 
Patchway today. They had 
a couple of very successful 
years racing cars. 

Their Space programme 
included communication 
satellites, and contribution 
to the development of the 
Hubble Space telescope and 
Giotto. They were involved in 
the development of mobile 
phones. They are still at 
Filton!

How do we celebrate 
this centenary?

The BAC 100 group is 
working on a range of 
fun activities including a 
big exhibition in Bristol, 
community drama, aviation 
books for the 2010 Bristol 
Great Reading Adventure 
including a comic style 
book for young people;  an 
art exhibition, an education 
project with schools, a virtual 
flypast as well as an air show 

Filton Community History, 
funded by Awards for All 
and South Gloucestershire 
Council, will be capturing 
memories of what it was like 
to work in the aircraft works 
at Filton. The stories of men 
and women who worked 
in all sorts of capacities 
will be recorded and fed 
into the exhibition, the local 
drama, work with schools, 
and perhaps the Centenary 
website, and later on, we 
hope, as a printed book.

How you can help?     

Contact Filton Community 
History Group or go to
www.bac2010.co.uk

news

Archaeology 
in South 
Gloucestershire. 
Research Group 

A small grant has been 
given to the Museums 
Group to research and 
put together a travelling 
exhibition on the 
archaeology of South 
Gloucestershire. 

We are currently 
discussing the topics for 
the forthcoming exhibition 
but we are keen to do 
something different and 
unique. If you are interested 
in helping, or can provide 
information on the 
archaeology of your area 
(including any leaflets or 
publications that we might 
not have) that may be a 
useful addition then please 
contact David Hardhill at 
Yate Heritage Centre 01454 
862200. 

We are particularly 
interested in the Prehistoric 
through to the Georgian 
periods.

  

Frog Lane Pit Road 
Show

A programme of events 
running in and around 
Coalpit Heath are 
scheduled throughout 
2009 to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of the 
closure, in 1949, of the last 
active deep mine in South 
Gloucestershire, the Frog 
Lane Colliery.

Check out the website at 
www.sgmrg.co.uk/froglane 

4severn river Project  

4Bac 100: 100 years of aviation

4News in brief 

the severn river Project
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NePtuNe or oceaNus?

The Emperor Hadrian was absolutely 
sure what he was doing when he set 
the limit of the Roman world in what 

is now northern England. 

Cardinal Ippolito D’Este, scion of the ruling 
house of Ferrara, son of Lucrezia Borgia 
and failed papal candidate, almost certainly 
did not know what he had started when he 
built his water garden at Tivoli near Rome. 
Cosimo de’Medici certainly did know what 
he was doing when he did not offer a block 
of marble to the goldsmith and murderer, 
Benvonuto Cellini to carve a statue. The 
Dela Rovere family, dukes of Urbino 
certainly regretted, Pope Julius II a ‘close’ 
relation, employing Michelangelo Bunarotti, 
boxer and revolutionary to build his tomb.  
All these events are related and can lead us 
to Warmley historic gardens and its statue 
of Neptune.

Oceanus was the god-titan of the ocean 
surrounding the world, or more properly 
the river along the equator on which the 
world floated.  Later it came to represent 
the Atlantic and Mediterranean and 
later still the outer ocean alone, with the 
Mediterranean becoming the realm of 
Poseidon/Neptune (who are not precise 
equivalents). Is Oceanus a model for the 
Warmley statue? The immediate problem 
with equating Oceanus with the Warmley 
statue is that although depicted as having a 
muscular upper torso and beard he usually 
has a scaly tail rather than legs, as depicted 
on the Pergamon Altar now in the British 
Museum.  

In Italy the now largely ruined and 
surprisingly little explored “super” villa of 
Hadrian lies a short distance from the town 
of Tivoli some 30 km from Rome. Although 
there are no surviving sculptures of sea 
gods there is little doubt that the sea was 

an important element in 
the overall design of the 
sumptuary villa complex. 
In Tivoli itself, the early 
sixteenth century Cardinal 
Ippolito D’Este set about 
creating one of the earliest 
and most copied water 
gardens in Western Europe. 
His inspiration and source 
of materials was Hadrian’s 
villa. Enormous numbers 
of statues and architectural 
fragments feature in the 
gardens and although there 
is no complete statue of a 
“Neptune” the head which 
forms the centrepiece of 
the central fountain has a 
disturbing resemblance to 
the Warmley figure.  But to 
find a “Neptune” we need to 
travel to Tuscany.

In Florence, Tuscany, we 
meet Benvonuto Cellini, 
the self publicist who was 
unfortunately known to start 
projects but to not always 
complete them. Between 
1539 and 1543 he created 
a gold, jewellery-encrusted, 
salt cellar for Francis I of 
France.  This cellar depicts 
a reclining Neptune, the 
head of which is similar 
to both the Tivoli and 
Warmley heads. Another 
of Cellini’s patrons Cosimo 
de’Medici who developed the 
Florentine navy and thought 
of Florence as a naval power 
to rival Venice, wanted to 
celebrate such power by 
commissioning a statue of 
Neptune. Although he trusted 
Cellini to produce a model 
for the statue he did not trust 
him to complete the work. 
Surprisingly the winner was 
Bandinelli who had a poor 
reputation among his fellow 

artists.  Michelangelo, for 
example, was particularly 
disparaging describing 
Bandinelli’s Hercules as ‘a 
good way to ruin a block 
of marble’. Bandinelli’s 
Neptune, completed by 
others and known as the 
white giant, was equally 
disparaged.  The statue, a 
portrait of Cosimo, had few 
features which reflected 
earlier or contemporary 
efforts, nor can it be seen to 
relate to the Warmley statue.  
The stance and cloak, 
for example, are features 
not found on the Warmley 
Neptune.

Due to circumstances 
beyond his control 
Michelangelo was unable 
to complete his work on 
the proposed tomb of the 
Dela Rovere pope Julius 
II.  However, he managed 
to complete the tomb’s 
centrepiece, a strange 
horned statue of Moses. 
Whilst not a model for 
the Warmley statue it is 
another step on the road to 
Warmley and other statues 
by Michelangelo, especially 
those of river gods in the 
chapel of San Lorenzo and 
even the stance of his David, 
hint at the statues to come. 

What then was the model 
for the Warmley statue? 
Could it be the statue of 
Oceanus (this time with legs) 
forming the centrepiece of 
the Trevi Fountain in Rome 
designed by Alexander Salvi 
and constructed 1732-62? 
The exact classical and 
renaissance original for 
Salvi’s sculpture of Oceanus 
is uncertain but there are a 

number of aspects of the 
stature which reflect the work 
of Bernini, the main architect 
for St Peters in Rome and 
heir to Michelangelo. The 
most famous is the statue of 
Neptune (here the ascription 
to Neptune is not in doubt) 
and Triton now in the V&A, 
but there are no similarities 
between the V&A statue 
and the one at Warmley. 
The Bernini Neptune (or 
one by Giambologna at 
Bologna, completed 1565) 
was the model for the Bristol 
Neptune, but here too there 
is little to connect them.

So how does the Warmley 
statue relate to the Trevi 
statue?  The stance is the 
same, the features less 
so. We do not know who 
designed the garden at 
Warmley (it is too early for 
Repton and too late for 
William Kent) nor when it 
was made. It was begun 
after 1750 and certainly 
many of the features were 
there by 1767.  The work 
must have been completed 

by 1769 when Champion 
went bankrupt.  This was 
the period of the grand tour 
and Italian models (either 
as statuary or engravings) 
were present in considerable 
numbers so the existence 
of an etching of the Salvi 
design is certainly a strong 
probability. But was it 
realised at the time that 
Oceanus, rather than 
Neptune was depicted in 
the original? Certainly the 
reverend Ellacombe writing in 
the early nineteenth century 
believed it to be Neptune. 
Perhaps all sea gods were 
Neptune by that stage. We 
may never be sure.

“Long since from Neptune’s bars in triumph bought” 
Virgil: The Aenid book V.
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The classical and renaissance antecedents of  
the statue at Warmley historic gardens 

by David R Evans



the hoard, to enhance 
curriculum based work 
within the classroom and 
hope to encourage school 
visits in the near future.

In June, the Mayor of 
Thornbury, Cllr Bob Griffin 
along with two members of 
the Ermin Street Guard and 
archaeologist Mark Horton, 
formally opened the Roman 
Coin Hoard exhibition. We 
had media coverage from 
HTV and local papers 
and the whole event was 
a stunning success.  The 
extra publicity boosted our 
visitor numbers significantly 
during the summer period.
The project involved the 
skill and dedication of a 
great number of volunteers.  
We enlisted the skills of 
professional designers 
and the project was made 
possible with thanks to 
the expert advice and 
support from our hub Bristol 
City Museum and from 
Renaissance Southwest.

Hoards: an unusual 
Historical Practice

Hoards are a fascinating 
yet little understood aspect 
of the British and European 
past. From the Mesolithic 
to the Viking Period (and in 
some cases later) people 
took to burying artefacts in 
the ground, throwing them 
in rivers or discarding them 
in natural places such as 
caves or fissures. The earliest 
hoards are collections of 
stone tools and perishable 
items (such as food and 
textiles) buried in apparent 
perpetuity during the 
Mesolithic, whilst during the 
Neolithic (which in Britain 
starts around 4000 BC) flint 
caches begin to appear in 
considerable number across 
Europe.  

But it is during the Bronze 
Age that hoarding reaches its 
peak. Thousands of hoards, 
sometimes with thousands of 
metal objects (predominantly 

of bronze although 
sometimes of gold and 
silver) were deposited 
throughout Britain and 

Europe. Why this 
should be has 

never been fully 
understood. 

Were they 
the stock-
in-trade of 
itinerant 
smiths 
who had 
intended 
to come 
and 
reclaim 
their 
booty 
or were 

they offerings to Cthonic 
deities (gods of the earth 
and underworld) or perhaps 
as a means of conspicuous 
consumption (the deliberate 
destruction of valuable 
things to show how rich and 
powerful a person was).  

In South Gloucestershire 
there are no prehistoric 
hoards of bronze (although 
some of the flint collections 
could be considered 
deliberate deposits), 
although in all honesty they 
probably await discovery.  
However, there are a 
growing number of Roman 
coin hoards being found 
throughout the county, of 
which the Thornbury Hoard is 
the most extravagant and the 
largest.  

In 1951 at Westfield Close 
in Kingswood a hoard of 
200 Roman coins of the 
Emperors Constantius II, 
Constans and Constantine 
the Great was discovered, 
whilst another Roman coin 
deposit again of the Emperor 
Constans was found at 
Filton.  The date of these 
two coin deposits makes 
them broadly contemporary 
with the Thornbury Hoard.  
Another Roman coin hoard, 
this time of gold, was 
reportedly discovered in the 
19th century at Cloisters 
Road, Winterbourne but the 
profits were used by the 
finder to live out his days 
in peace.  These hoards 
remain enigmatic but are 
still a fantastic resource for 
examining people in South 
Gloucestershire’s past.  
If only we knew why they 
were buried!

The thornbury coin Hoard

In 2004 a Roman coin hoard was 
discovered in Thornbury and was 
described as the largest of its kind 

found in Britain. 

A total of 11460 coins from the reign of 
Constantine the Great were discovered 
together inside a large ceramic vessel. 
The coins were sorted into three types: 
Urbs Roma, Constantinopolis and Gloria 
Exercitus and included images of the 
famous Romulus and Remus with the She 
Wolf and Victory.

The majority of these coins are on display 
in Bristol City Museum under the watchful 
eye of the curator of archaeology, Gail 
Boyle. Thanks to the Coin Hoard Project, a 
number of these coins are now on display in 
Thornbury Museum, the town in which they 
were discovered. 

The copper alloy coins, struck during 
the 4th Century AD and known today as 
‘nummi’ were reported to staff at Bristol City 
Museum in March 2004 and then taken to 
the British Museum in London, pending a 
coroner’s inquest. They were declared as 
treasure and thus belonged to the crown. 
Bristol Museum then had to purchase the 
coins before they could be put on display 
with most of the coins now sitting proudly in 
the entrance to the museum. 

At the beginning of 2007 a partnership 
between Bristol City Museum and 
Thornbury Museum was set up as part 
of Renaissance Southwest with the aim 

to display part of the collection in 
Thornbury. The hoard would 

continue to belong to Bristol 
City Museum, ensuring 
that it remained intact as a 

collection and available for 
professional study and 
we would have around 
200 of the coins on loan. 

The project was to have 
a great impact on 
both the Museum 
and the wider 
community.

A substantial grant was awarded to 
Thornbury Museum by Renaissance 
Southwest to renovate the room and to 
improve the security of the entire building 
and to produce professional interpretation 
boards. 

After the building was renovated by 
the dedicated work of local volunteers 
the project moved onto creating the 
interpretation boards containing information 
about the hoard and treasure. With advice 
from Bristol, we designed the boards to be 
aimed at non-specialist adults and young 
people, with a number of separate fact 
sheets aimed at children, thus taking a multi 
layered learning approach to interpretation. 
We also created activities for young visitors, 
including pottery and object sorting, a 
working rotary quern and a learning box 
with two oversized coins designed for 
taking rubbings. A digital photo frame 
was set up and included images of the 
coins and simple statements about the 
hoard and treasure. We have also used the 
exhibition as a springboard to educate the 
public about the importance of reporting 
archaeological material and the laws 
involved with the recovery of treasure. 

The exhibition also has a temporary 
element, which explores the Roman 
archaeology in and around Thornbury 
and contains objects from local collectors 
willing to lend us objects with confidence 
thanks to the increased security. With an 
archaeological element to the museum we 
hope to expand our audience and we have 
now started to involve local schools using 
Roman objects and information, including 
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4roman coin hoard unveiled 

4exhibition at thornbury museum

4Hoards: enigmatic concealment

info

thornbury museum 
is open tuesday to Friday 
1-4pm and Saturdays 
10am-4pm.

the Portable 
antiquities scheme 
is a great way to find 
out about artefacts 
discovered in your area.  

Responsible metal 
detectorists and other 
members of the public who 
discover artefacts record 
the find locations and then 
deposit the information 
(and in many instances the 
actual artefact) with the 
PAS.  

The information they record 
is placed on a computer 
database and is a UK wide 
source of information that 
can be accessed at  
http://www.finds.org.uk/

roman activity on 
the severn estuary 
can be found by anyone 
walking the mudflats by 
Oldbury-on-Severn Power 
Station.  

This area has been 
important from the 
Palaeolithic to the modern 
day with strong evidence 
for Prehistoric and Roman 
use.  Black Burnished and 
Samian Ware can regularly 
be found on the mud when 
the tide has gone out, as 
can flints and industrial 
residue.  
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Yate Heritage Centre and South 
Gloucestershire Museums and 
Heritage have written and produced 

a booklet on the history of Anti-slavery 
in South Gloucestershire. This will be 
available in late autumn for £4.95.

Whilst the 1807 anniversary was the 
stimulus for producing this booklet, the 
aim was to create a unique piece of 
research rather than rehash previous work 
predominantly done by Bristol based 
historians.

Thus, Lorna Brooks and others within the 
Yate and South Gloucestershire orbits 
have put together a wide ranging history 
of anti-slavery in our area ranging from the 
medieval period through to the post slave 
trade world of the later 19th century. Here 
are some of the highlights.

Even as early as the 11th century, the 
booklet demonstrates the role of anti-
slavers. Through the work of Mark Steeds, 
we learn of Wulfstan, parish priest of 
Hawkesbury Upton and later Bishop of 
Worcester. He is probably the earliest 
known opponent of medieval slavery.

Hawkesbury also turned out to be the 
source of another anti-slaver. Robert 
Jenkinson of Hawkesbury (and later, Prime 
Minister Lord Liverpool) was an instrumental 

figure in moving towards the abolition 
of the slave trade in Europe, through his 
work at the Congress of Vienna. The 
Sturges too, were prominent anti-slavers. 
Amongst their number Joseph Sturge was 
the most famous establishing his own 
progressive communities for former slaves 
in Montserrat. 

Yet, the book does not absolve the area 
of its murky past!  The Codringtons 
of Dodington House were steeped in 
slavery for nearly 200 years! They had 
the most extensive slave plantations in 
the area, which included a slave breeding 
programme to sustain the trade.

Over the course of this book it is hoped 
people will get a real flavour of the 18th and 
19th century periods and the context of 
slavery. For local historians it is a must.

PuBlicatioNs
echoes from the  
front line – 
Jackie Ashman

The experiences of local 
people who served on the 
front line in World War II have 
been captured in a new 
book, Echoes from the Front 
Line: a collection of Local 
People’s WW2 Memories. 

Echoes from the Front Line 
was written by author Jackie 
Ashman and is published 
by South Gloucestershire 
Council Museums and 
Heritage service. 

Jackie Ashman said: 

“there is not enough 
space to cover many 
of the interesting 
and delightful stories 
that i individually 
researched and 
verified, but were 
such fun to collect.”
 
“However, some of the 
stories I did uncover feature 
people like the young girl 
who joined the Women’s 
Royal Naval Service and had 
to sign the Official Secrets 
Act before being told what 
she would be working on.” 
“This was the famous 
“bombes” at Stanmore, an 

outstation of “Top Secret” 
Bletchley Park, which worked 
on decoding the messages 
sent through the Enigma 
machine, pinpointing the 
whereabouts of the U-Boats. 
Churchill remarked that the 
work here shortened the war 
by two years.” 

The stories featured in the 
book are supported by 
original photographs. 

The book is priced £5.95 
and is available at all 
good bookshops, South 
Gloucestershire libraries, 
museums and Yate Heritage 
Centre. The proceeds will go 
to the Royal British Legion. 

Butcher, Baker, 
candle maker, 
chipping sodbury 
from 1795.
The Sodbury Mapping Group 

This is a wonderful 
publication for local 
historians in the area. The 
group under the original 
tutelage of the late Pat 
Alcock researched all the 
houses in and around 
Chipping Sodbury High 
Street using the Sodbury 
Map of 1795 as a starting 
date.

As well as a meticulous 
and detailed record of the 
historic fabric of the town, 
the book charts the history of 
the people of the town over 
the last 200 years. Selecting 
any building in the old town, 
the historian can learn of the 
former inhabitants and their 
occupations.
The sequel to the book is, 
“Butcher, Baker, Candle 
Maker” the exhibition, 
which is on at Yate Heritage 
Centre during October and 
November and will then tour 
around Chipping Sodbury. 
Price £15 or £7.95 for the CD.

Kingswood coal – 
South Gloucestershire 
Mines Research Group

From Yate to Bedminster, this 
book will tell you things you 
did not know about coalfields 
in Bristol and South 
Gloucestershire. The book 
includes historic articles, 
previously unpublished 
photographs and a gazetteer 
of surviving sites. With grid 
references, a brief history of 
local mines and commentary 
on remaining features, 
this will help you spend 
many happy hours walking 
around some of the less 

well know corners of South 
Gloucestershire. 
Price £6 plus p&p or free 
to SGMRG 2008 Members. 
See www.sgmrg.co.uk/kc for 
more details. 

the History of 
Frenchay Hospital 
James Briggs

 
A new edition of James 
Briggs’ book ‘the History of 
Frenchay Hospital‘ is now 
on sale at Frenchay museum. 
This has been enlarged and 
brought up to date with more 
American memories from 
WWII.

Frenchay Museum will be 
closed throughout December 
and will reopen January 7th 
2009.

The award winning 
Family History website 
’Winterbourne Family History 
Online’ is an online resource 
that includes church 
records, censuses, school 
records, photographs and 
biographies. It has been 
featured in the July issue of 
the BBC’s ‘Who do you think 
you are’ magazine and also 
by the BBC family history 
web site.   
www.frenchaymuseum
archives.co.uk  

4anti-slavery

4memories of world war ii

4History of chipping sodbury

in South Gloucestershire

The History of  

Anti-Slavery
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Heritage Forum

agm & Film show –  
thursday 13th november  
7.00pm 
Council Chamber
Kingswood Civic Centre
‘the last travelling 
Projectionist’ 
Vintage films shown in 
memory of local film historian 
Bryan Haynes.

Memorial from  
Barbara Tuttiett
It is sad to record the death 
on September 8th of Bryan 
Haynes, film historian and 
Chairman of Kingswood 
History Society, at the age of 
74. For Bryan, his love of film 
was a “hobby gone mad”. The 
film buff had more than 2,000 
reels of old cinema adverts 
and local history features in 
his collection when he passed 
away. But Bryan, 74, did not 
confine his passion to his 
home in Oldland Common. He 
shared the rare footage and 
some never-before-seen clips 
to groups and organisations 
up & down the West Country. 
Bryan assisted by his wife 
Ondre would willingly provide 
a vintage film or two at every 
opportunity. Many societies 
and groups of the area have 
been entertained by Brian and 
he will be sadly missed.

Heritage Forum open 
meeting- Bac 100 
tuesday 20th January 2009 
10.00am-12.00pm 
Excell Room, Armstrong Hall 
Thornbury.  
Jackie Sims and Jane Tozer 
will talk about their Oral 
History Project, followed by 
a discussion on the Aviation 
Centenary BAC 100.  

local HistorY talKs
All talks start at 7.30pm unless 
stated.

Mon 17 Nov - 01225 891229  
Marshfield & District LHS.   
Jane Tozer  
Pen & Quill Medieval records

Wed 19 Nov - 01454 775265 
Frampton Cotterell & District 
LHGp. John Drinkwater 
Romans in the West of England

Wed 26 Nov - 01454 413350  
Alveston History Society. John 
Thompson  
The History of Pantomime

Thu 27 Nov - 01454 883607  
South Gloucestershire Mines 
Research Group. Steve Grudgings 
Welsh Pits in the 1970s

Mon 1 Dec - 01454 413304  
Almondsbury LHS. Dr Steven 
Blake Saints, Serpents and the 
Seven Sacraments (English 
Mediaeval Church Fonts)

Tue 9 Dec  
Thornbury LH & Arch Soc.  
Paul Wildgoose  
Thornbury Walls and Boundaries

Wed 10 Dec - 01454 775265  
Frampton Cotterell & District 
LHGp. Prof Ronald Hutton  
The Civil War

Mon 15 Dec - 01225 891229  
Marshfield & District LHS. mulled 
wine & mince pies Dr John 
Wroughton An Explorer’s Guide 
to Battle of Lansdowne.

Sat 27 Dec - 01454 777075  
South Gloucestershire Mines 
Research Group. Visit to Wiltshire 
& Swindon Archives 9.30-4.30 

Thu 8 Jan - 01285 760460  
Frenchay Tuckett Society.  
George Crates The 13 Arches of 
Eastville 2- 5pm at Sir Thomas 
Rich’s School, Longlevens, 
Gloucester

Mon 19 Jan - 01225 891229  
Marshfield & District LHS. 
Tim Bowly  
Bristol ships of the 15th Century 

Wed 21 Jan - 01454 775265  
Frampton Cotterell & 
District LHGp. Lynda Hall 
Vernacular Buildings of South 
Gloucestershire

Wed 28 Jan - 01454 413350  
Alveston History Society. 
Dr Ray Wilson  
Mills of Wotton under Edge

local societies –  
talks and contacts

Produced by Design+Print Services 4197  
www.southglos.gov.uk
(access is free from your local library)

In accordance with an Environmentally  
Responsible Approach this leaflet is  
printed on stock containing 75%  
UK fibre genuine office waste

contacts

Historic Environmental 
Records, South 
Gloucestershire Council: 
Paul Driscoll  
01454 862175 
paul.driscoll@southglos.
gov.uk

Museums & Heritage 
Service, South 
Gloucestershire Council: 
Melissa Barnett &  
Linda Coode-Smith  
01454 865783 
melissa.barnett@
southglos.gov.uk  
linda.coode-smith@
southglos.gov.uk

South Gloucestershire 
Heritage Forum 
For further information 
please contact Museums 
and Heritage Service


