
Draft Minutes from the SACRE meeting - 15th March 2017 
Bristol Diocese, Hillside House
4.00 – 6.00 pm

1 Welcome

Jane Allinson opened the meeting at 4 pm.

2 Christian Faith – Living, working and still travelling

Sally Sibley gave an inspirational talk about her journey through life and through her own 
personal faith, including props such as a "travel voucher" drawn up in her work with her 
church, a bible and a cross. She talked about her core beliefs from her Church of England 
perspective and how these have shaped her life, and how her life has shaped her faith. There
were several questions, and SACRE members obviously thoroughly enjoyed the talk 
reminding us again that life and faith are about the journey rather than the destination.

Sally also reminded us that she has a linking pack she can lend out to SACRE members if they
want to borrow it for their work.

3 Apologies and previous meeting's minutes

Attendees:  Linda Pope, Susan Weaver, Roger Allinson, Mike Drew, Iris Segall, Kath McCarthy,
Leah Osbourne, Derek Jay, Chris John, Mohammad-Nassir Miah, Hannah Wood, Jane 
Allinson (chair), Ben Stokes, Frances, Lousie Lewis, Chris Selway, Claire Evans (from 4:30 pm),
Frances Taylor, Sally Sibley

Others present: Hannah Wood (clerk), Katy Staples, Louise Lewis, Alison Hurst (Bristol 
Buddhist Centre)

Apologies received and accepted:  Ramila Patel,  April Begley,  Alex Howard,  Karl Joyce, 
Jaswant Gangotra
 
Absent without apology: Andy Spens, Esther Saunders,  Keith Walker

Jane Allinson read through the action points and asked if the SACRE had any corrections or 
questions. There were none so the minutes were signed off by the chair.

4 Timing and structure of 2017 – 18 meetings

Jane Allinson introduced the item on meetings for the next academic year, and a proposed 
restructure of the meetings to make them more streamlined, more regular, and hopefully 
more accessible. She proposed reducing the number of meetings from four to three, in 
October, March and July and always holding the meeting on a Thursday. RA raised a query on
the number of meetings per year, expressing concern that there had been a slow reduction 
in opportunities for SACRE to meet - KS noted that three meetings a year was in line with 
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other regional SACRE groups.

The time of day for the meeting was debated between 1.30 and 4pm – LO noted that issues 
such as parents' evening could make the 4 pm ones difficult, and that teachers on SACRE 
should be supported with protected time. CS noted that their head teacher would expect to 
be paid for supply cover. The new proposed meeting structure was broadly agreed and the 
times will be consulted on before the next academic year. There were also some proposed 
venues:

 Wick School (would have to be 4 pm)

 Iris Segall to host at the BWPJC

 The New Rooms in Bristol Broadmead

5 Annual Report to the Local Authority

JA presented the SACRE Annual Report to the councillors of the LA. The main points of 
concern raised in the report were as follows:

 the lack of examined RE in schools
 the lack of trained teachers teaching RE.

The advisory role of the SACRE to the local authority in the area of RE and RE teaching was 
also highlighted. The SACRE also need to be supported by the LA to keep up the focus on the 
importance of RE in schools, and KS noted the continuing meetings and support from LL 
within the LA, who will be taking these concerns forwards. It was also noted that academies 
were a particular concern as they aren't obliged to conform to the national guidelines.
A member raised the issue that RE is not regarded as important as the other Curriculum 
subjects that were given more time.
A concern was raised about what RE was offered to non- examination pupils 
There was some confusion over the list of members supplied with the report as some of the 
printing had slipped. However the local authority ratified all new members leaving the 
SACRE fully ratified.

6 Action Plan

This agenda item has run for three meetings – the previous two meetings involved work 
done on the goals of the development plan in small groups. The groups returned their notes 
from the previous meeting for the SACRE to consider, and reported back a summary as 
follows:

1.  Monitoring
KS noted that the LTLRE now has a secondary hub leader and that we can't underestimate 
the work that was being done. There was a definite sense of community, engagement and 
excitement among these groups.

2.  Partnership with the LA
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 KS thanked LL for her attendance at SACRE meetings and for the maintained contact 
between the adviser and the local authority in regular meetings.

 The SACRE were going to work more in Governor Engagement (ACTION – LL to send 
Maxine's email address to KS to facilitate this)

 LL noted that there were now termly Governor meetings which SACRE could attend
 The Agreed Syllabus is still in its early stages but schools have said that they feel 

supported by it

3.  Collective Worship

 LL still to look at Watchsted and report back

4.  Events Group
JA reported back from her events group meeting (Action: HW to circulate these notes). It 
was noted that it would also be helpful to notify schools of other suitable accessible events 
that weren't run by SACRE.

There were no general comments made by SACRE members about the development plan.

Action: HW to type up full notes and circulate to group

3    7 The South Glos SACRE website

There is now a secure area on the LA intranet and the Agreed Syllabus has been circulated 
via SecureNet to all participating schools. The Local Authority are currently checking which 
schools have actually opened this message to receive it.

DJ raised a query about other documents that were to be carried over from the old RE and 
SACRE site – KS agreed to put these on the Bristol Diocese website (action: KS)

8 Agreed Syllabus Conference feedback

Feedback from the conference had been circulated to SACRE members. Members had 
enjoyed the conference and there had been good feedback from attendees. No further 
points were raised.

9 LTLRE feedback 

KS noted that all the hub leaders had now been trained. No questions were made by SACRE 
members.

10      Dillington (DJ)

Notes from Dillington attendees had been circulated to SACRE members. DJ noted that he 
had written the original feedback from this conference that had subsequently been 
modified by other SACRE attendees. His main points of note from speakers at the 
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conference were that RE expertise moves around the country (and is currently centred on 
the South West), that the notion of Collective Worship damages RE, and that the Tony Blair 
Faith Foundation website contained a good number of useful resources.

JA made particular mention of how much they enjoyed the Godly play and asked whether KS
could look into this for the Teachers' Conference (Action: KS). It was noted that the same 
training  would be at the LTLRE in Bath.

( Note: K McC left the meeting at 5:30 pm)

11 National Issues

NASACRE AGM – KS will attend on behalf of the SACRE. No other members could volunteer 
at this point

CS volunteered to take any feedback from SACRE members to the commissioner of RECORE. 
KS noted that she had put in a submission for the Commission on RE that was on behalf of 
the SACRE but was effectively her own personal input. She was unable to share her 
submission with the SACRE.

M-N M talked about their WIRE project offering grants to support RE in local schools. The 
three conditions for application are:

 to go to a place of RE interest or invite someone into the school
 to bring RE to life by entering competitions, running events or other student projects
 to show a commitment to good teaching of RE.

Schools would then get a £250 grant to help with these projects or other RE related work.

The paper on Hate Crime including a link to the Casey Review was noted and will be tabled
as an agenda item for the next meeting.

(note that MD and SW left the meeting at 5:45 pm)

12 Adviser's Report

No questions were raised about this agenda item

13 Any Other Business

It was noted that the Brent sample policy on Collective worship would also be tabled as an 
agenda item at the next meeting.

Meeting was concluded at 5:45 pm by Jane Allinson as chair, with thanks to all those who 
attended.

Date of next meeting : July 4th 2017   4 pm
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