
03. Draft Minutes from the SACRE meeting – 4th July 2017
Wick Primary School

4.00 – 6.00 pm

1 / 2 Welcome and apologies

Jane Allinson opened the meeting at 4 pm and members introduced themselves. JA 
also noted we were saying goodbye to Kath and Esther who were retiring from the 
SACRE committee.

Attendees:  Linda Pope, Susan Weaver, Roger Allinson, Iris Segall, Kath McCarthy, 
Derek Jay, Mohammad-Nassir Miah, Jane Allinson (chair), Ben Stokes, Chris Selway, 
Frances Taylor, Sally Sibley, Ramila Patel, Alex Howard, Andy Spens

Others present: Hannah Wood (clerk), Katy Staples, Adam Robertson, Louise Lewis, 
Cathy Burgess (Wick School Governor), Sandra Grant (Wick School Governor)

Apologies received and accepted: Claire Evans, April Begley, Chris John, Keith Walker, 
Esther Saunders
 
Absent: Karl Joyce, Jaswant Gangotra, Mike Drew, Leah Osbourne

3 Talk – Who Am I? (AR) 

Adam Robertson explained that he’d be taking over from Katy Staples as adviser to South 
Glos SACRE in the next academic year. He outlined his history working mostly in Horfield 
School as a teacher for about 10 years coordinating collective worship, and also more 
recent work for Bristol diocese as a Schools Adviser.

4 Previous meeting's minutes

Jane Allinson read through the previous meeting’s minutes – the following corrections and 
clarifications were made:

 The Governor Services representative at Integra is Maxine Winter
 Item 7 – KS outlined plans to update the remaining materials for the SACRE 
website. This would be passed on to AR next year as her successor and to Neil Turner 
who will be replacing Louise Lewis as our Local Authority adviser.
 Item 3 – DJ observed that he was finding the Watchsted website awkward to use. 
LL noted that it was limited to the past 100 Ofsted results, but there was a search facility. 
CS noted that Deborah Weston could be a good resource for information in this area (KS 
added that Deborah was only in the Secondary sector).
 Action – KS to write to the Commission for Religious Education on behalf of 
South Glos SACRE

After these points were discussed, the minutes were signed off by the chair.

5 Casey Review on Hate Crime / LTLRE trip to Belfast

A summary of the Casey Review had been circulated to SACRE along with a link to the full
report. KS noted that this had been commissioned while David Cameron was Prime 
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Minister and probably wasn’t a high priority for the current government. She asked the 
question, what can our SACRE take from this report and address in terms of community 
cohesion in South Gloucestershire?

DJ expressed how angry this report made him feel. He felt it was out of date and aimed to 
create “honorary white people” and was basically Islamophobic, as well as going against 
the Interfaith Commission.

CS also noted that it wasn’t very happy reading.

BS asked how this spoke to our role as a mainly rural area – it was noted that we do also 
encompass the edge of a diverse city.

IS noted we should be fostering an awareness of culture and diversity rather than just 
focusing on “RE”. KS added that good RE showed the impact of religion on lives as “lived 
religion”.

NM pointed out that in both predominately white and predominately Muslim schools there 
could be a fear of “otherness”

KS highlighted that this was very much a live issue due to recent terrorism related events 
and described her recent trip to Belfast for LTLRE with MaryAnn Wilmott. They visited the 
Reconciliation Centre and various peace walls and looked at how we could learn from this 
and use that process in the current climate. She’s hoping to put together some materials 
from the experience and will add this to the development plan.

6 Development Plan

The SACRE were given a summary sheet and asked to split back into their development 
plan groups to work through and note the following points:

 key actions this year (2016-17)
 the impact of this year’s actions
 key actions for next year (2017-18)
 who will lead on these actions and the timescale?

Actions: AR, NM, RA and CS to pass notes to HW for compilation. HW to type up 
last year’s plan in detail plus these action points and circulate to the SACRE.

7 National Updates

NASACRE AGM – this was introduced and discussed with the following actions noted for 
the SACRE:

a) Write a submission to CORE outlining what South Glos wishes to see as its future 
remit
b) What would SACRE feel is most important for Religious Education in South 
Gloucestershire? JA highlighted patchy coverage of RE in local schools. CS noted that 
schools will soon have to publish details of their curriculum on their websites.

Action – KS to write to CORE

Bid to Westhill Project – KS reported that the SACRE’s bid had been lost but still wouldn’t 
have been funded even after review. SACRE can bid for funding in next year’s round. NM 
and KS  can still take the WIRE (Widening Inclusion in Religious Education) project 
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forward in a modified form - KS/NM to circulate a flyer over the Summer.

8 Feedback from Hub Contacts, NQTs and LTLRE 

CS gave feedback from the local hub meetings and KS noted that the Learn Teach Lead 
conference was very successful. 

KS informed the SACRE of the Annual Conference on the last Friday in January 2018 at 
Engineers’ House and that members were welcome to attend.

JA remarked on the positive feedback she’d heard from head teachers on KS presentation
at a recent event, and that access to head teachers is important to spread the word about 
the work of SACRE.

9 SACRE adviser news and next year’s meeting dates

The change in SACRE adviser next year had already been noted. Next year’s meeting 
dates are as follows (with venues TBC):

 November 2nd 2017         1:30 pm Bannerman Road Synagogue
 March 15th 2018              4:00 pm Wick Primary
 July 5th 2018                    1:30 pm          New Rooms

10       SACRE Adviser’s Report

RA asked if in future financial reports we could have a balance of figures against the total 
budget. KS confirmed that the budget runs from April – April and that this balance will be 
included in further reports – AR to add this to future SACRE Adviser Reports.

AH queried whether there was any discretionary money in the budget.

DJ noted that we don’t do much about collective worship. LL noted that there were a lot of 
new head teachers coming in and their induction modules included one on collective 
worship – it was agreed that AR plus someone from SACRE could attend these 
inductions.

11 Any Other Business

JA brought members' attention to the recent Religious Studies symposium at Bristol 
Cathedral noting how inspiring the speaker was especially on Muslim women and their 
role in the community, and FT confirmed that although 6th form attendance was low and 
the space was awkward for discussion, the day was nonetheless successful.

It was noted that the Brent sample policy on Collective worship would also be tabled as an
agenda item at the next meeting in November.

Meeting was concluded at 5:55 pm by Jane Allinson as chair, with thanks to all 
those who attended and particular thanks to Esther and Kathy for their 
longstanding hard work and commitment.
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Date of next meeting : November 2nd 2017   1.30 pm
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