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This briefing provides a broad overview of the economy in South Gloucestershire by presenting key 
economic information from a range of national and local sources. 
 

Some key findings for South Gloucestershire: 
• 79.9% of the working age population are in employment, higher than the national rate of 73.9% 
• The official unemployment rate is 3.6%, considerably lower than the national rate of 5.1% 
• The median house price is estimated to be £220,000 which is above the national average of £208,000 
• The median pay of residents is estimated to be £29,074 per year compared to £27,869 nationally  
• The median pay for females is estimated to be £23,827 compared to £32,071 for males 
• So far this academic year, 1,450 apprenticeships have started 
• The number of live applications on the council’s housing register in March 2016 was 5,428 
• In March 2016, 144 new small businesses started up in the district 

 

Headline labour market indicators 
 

2015
Earnings

Total residents in 
employment (aged 

16+)

Rate aged 
16-64 (%)

Total number 
unemployed 
(aged 16+)

Unemployment 
Rate (%) 

proportion of 
economically 

active 

Number of 
claimants

Claimant 
Rate (%)

Jobs Job density - 
16-64 (ratio)

Average 
gross weekly 

pay - 
residents 

South Gloucestershire 139,600 79.9 5,300 3.6 9,480 5.5 161,000 0.94 £540.5
Bath and North East Somerset 90,700 76.5 3,300 3.5 6,310 5.4 102,000 0.87 £522.3
Bristol 232,800 76.3 13,200 5.4 29,700 9.9 293,000 0.97 £508.0
North Somerset 99,200 78.7 3,800 3.7 9,680 7.9 90,000 0.74 £551.8

West of England 562,300 77.6 24,200 4.1 55,170 7.7 646,000 0.91 NA 
England 26,268,100 73.9 1,423,800 5.1 2,993,340 8.7 28,445,000 0.83 £532.6

Jan 2015 - Dec 2015 2014
Employment Unemployment Labour Demand

November 2015
Main out of work 

benefits*

 
Source: NOMIS (Annual Population Survey, Department for Work and Pensions - via nomis, Business Register and Employment Survey, Annual Survey of Hours and 
Earnings) 
 

Employment levels 
 

In the year to December 2015, 79.9%* of South Gloucestershire’s working age population (those aged 16-64) 
were in employment. This is a similar rate to that reported during the same period last year. The local 
employment rate remains considerably above the sub-regional and national rates (77.6% and 73. 9% 
respectively).   

 
Source:  NOMIS (ONS, Annual Population Survey) 

 
 

* It should be noted that due to the sample size, there are often wide confidence intervals associated with this dataset at local authority level. For example, for South 
Gloucestershire this quarter, the confidence interval is 2.7%, meaning the actual employment rate could be between 77.2% and 82.6%. 



Employment by sector  
 

Approximately 30% of residents in employment are employed within public administration, education and 
health sectors (SIC 2007 codes O-Q), which is on a par with the national and sub-regional averages. The 
banking, finance and insurance sector (at 18.1%) and the distribution and hospitality industry (at 17.4%) were 
the second and third highest employment groups respectively during this reporting period. The lowest sector, 
at 0.4%, is agriculture and fishing - this is below the national average. 

 
 
 

 
Source: ONS Annual Population Survey (NOMIS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Employment by occupation 
 

In South Gloucestershire from October 
2014 to September 2015, the largest 
proportion of residents in employment (at 
23.6%*) were employed in professional 
occupations. This was higher than the 
national average (19.9%) but lower than 
the average for the West of England area 
(24.9%).  
 

At 13.1%, South Gloucestershire has a 
higher proportion of people employed in 
administrative and secretarial occupations 
when compared to the sub-regional and 
national averages (10.2% and 10.7% 
respectively).  
 

At 11.2%, the proportion of residents 
employed in elementary occupations (such 
as farm workers, cleaners and waiters etc.) 
is slightly higher than the national and sub-
regional averages (10.6% and 10.0% 
respectively). 
 

 
 

Source: ONS Annual Population Survey (NOMIS) 

 
 



 
 

Analysis by gender shows that 27.3%* of 
males in employment in South 
Gloucestershire are employed in 
professional occupations – which is 
considerably higher than the national 
average (19.1%) for males.  
 

Contrastingly, a lower proportion of 
females in South Gloucestershire 
(19.5%) work in professional 
occupations when compared to the 
national average (20.7%).  
 

At, 21.6%, the data also suggests a 
higher proportion of females in 
employment in South Gloucestershire 
are in administrative and secretarial 
occupations when compared to the 
national average (17.3%) 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Source: ONS Annual Population Survey (NOMIS) 
 

* It should be noted that due to the sample size, there are often wide confidence intervals associated with this dataset at local authority level. For example, the 
confidence interval for all those employed in professional occupations is 3.1% for South Gloucestershire this quarter, meaning the rate could be between 20.5% and 
26.7%. 
 
 

Annual Earnings 
 
 

In 2015 the median pay for a full time worker 
living in South Gloucestershire was £29,074 - 
slightly above the national average (£27,869). 
 

Resident males in South Gloucestershire earn 
above the national average - earning £32,071 
compared to males nationally (£30,165). This 
may be related to the previous section where 
it suggests we have a higher proportion of 
males in professional occupations when 
compared to the national average.  
 

In comparison, resident females earn 
marginally less than the national female 
average (£23,827) compared to (£24,292). This 
may also be related to the previous section 
where it suggests a higher proportion of 
women here are employed in administrative / 
secretarial occupations and other lower skilled 
jobs when compared to the national average.   
 

 

 
 

Source: Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings  - resident analysis ONS (NOMIS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ONS: Model based unemployment rate  - the official unemployment rate 
 

From January 2015 to December 2015, the official unemployment rate in South Gloucestershire was 3.6%* of 
the economically active population. This is a decrease on the same period last year (4.4%). This rate is lower 
than the England and West of England averages (5.1% and 4.1% respectively). The graph shows that the 
unemployment rate in South Gloucestershire has consistently remained below the national average over the 
last seven years. It also shows a general trend for all areas that the unemployment rate has been steadily 
decreasing over the last year. 

 
Source: ONS Annual Population Survey 

 

* It should be noted that due to the sample size, there are wide confidence intervals associated with this dataset at e local authority level 
datasets.  For example, for South Gloucestershire this quarter, the confidence interval is 0.7%, meaning the unemployment rate could be between 
2.9% and 4.3%. 
 
Key out of work benefits 
 

This section of the briefing looks at the officially recognised statistical group called ‘key out-of-work benefit’ 
claimants, which includes claimants of Jobseeker’s Allowance; Employment and Support Allowance and 
incapacity benefits; lone parents and other income related benefits. The advantage of using this dataset is 
that the double counting of claimants of multiple benefits has been removed so that users will get a more 
accurate picture of benefit claiming and worklessness at a small area level. The dataset provides counts of 
benefit claimants categorised by their statistical group (their main reason for interacting with the benefit 
system). Claimants may be claiming more than one benefit and are categorised according to a benefit 
hierarchy.  
 

In November 2015 (the most recently available data) 
9,480 (5.5%) South Gloucestershire residents of working 
age were claiming out-of-work benefits*.  This is a 3.1% 
decrease on the figure reported during the same period 
last year (9,810 or 5.7%).  6,730 of these claimants were 
in receipt of Employment Support Allowance (ESA) and 
incapacity benefits. 1,360 were in receipt of Jobseeker’s 
Allowance. 
 

The graph shows the local out-of-work benefit claimant 
rate is considerably lower than the national and sub-
regional averages. It also shows there has been a steady 
decline in the working age claimant rate, across all areas, 
over the last three years. 

 
Source: Department of Work and Pensions -  Working age Client Group analysis -  (ONS - via NOMIS) 



Young claimants: 
 

 
Source: Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) Working age Client Group analysis – (ONS - via NOMIS) 

 

In November 2015, 1,250 young people in South 
Gloucestershire (4.1% of the population in that age 
group) claimed key out-of-work benefits. This is a 
13.2% decrease on the number recorded at the same 
time last year (1,440 / 4.7%).  

 

Long Term claimants:  
 
 

 
 

Source: Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) Working age Client Group analysis – (ONS - via NOMIS) 
 

In November 2015, 6,860 residents (4.0%) of the 
working age population had been claiming out-of-
work benefits for over one year. This is 2.0% lower 
than the number recorded in November 2014 (7,000 / 
4.1%).  

 

 

In South Gloucestershire, both the young persons’ claimant rate and the long term claimant rate remain 
considerably below the national and sub-regional averages.  

 
 

Sub district claimant rate: 
 

Key out-of-work benefit data is published 
at Lower Super Output Area (LSOA*) 
level. Of the 162 LSOAs in South 
Gloucestershire 17% (28) have a claimant 
rate above the national average (8.7%). 
 

In South Gloucestershire many of the 
highest claimant rates are within priority 
neighbourhoods - all of the top eight 
LSOAs are within priority 
neighbourhoods. The ten LSOAs with the 
highest rates are listed overleaf.  
 

The LSOA with the highest claimant rate 
(at 19.0%/ 165 residents) is E01014977 
(Pendennis Road area / Staple Hill Ward). 
This means nearly one in five people in 
this area are claiming an out of work 
benefit.  
 

E01014948 (Coniston North area 
Patchway Ward) with 16.2% or 175 
residents has the second highest 
claimant rate.  
 
*Lower Super Output Aare (LSOA) are small areas 
designed to be of a similar population size with an 
average of approximately 1,500 residents or 650 
households. There are 32,844 LSOAs in England and, 
162 in South Gloucestershire.  (2004 boundary 
definition). 
 

 

Key out-of-work benefit rate in South Gloucestershire by LSOA* 
 

 

 
Source: Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) Working age Client Group analysis – (ONS - via NOMIS) 



LSOAs with the highest rates of residents claiming out-of-work benefits  
 

LSOA Landmark Ward  
Priority 
neighbourhood 
name  

Number of 
claimants  

Rate 
(16-64 
%) 

E01014977 Pendennis Road area Staple Hill Staple Hill 165 19.0 
E01014948 Coniston North area Patchway Patchway 175 16.2 
E01014976 Upper Soundwell area Staple Hill Staple Hill 180 15.2 
E01014926 New Cheltenham Road area Kings Chase Kingswood 150 14.5 

E01014942 Long Handstones Road area Parkwall (78%) / Oldland Common 
(22%) Cadbury Heath 120 13.1 

E01014958 New Cheltenham - Lees Hill area Rodway  (68%) / Kings Chase (32%) Kingswood 90 13.0 
E01014941 South of Coronation park area Parkwall Cadbury Heath 120 12.6 

E01015011 Moorland Road / Wellstead 
Avenue  area Yate Central Yate & 

Dodington 115 11.9 

E01014991 Streamleaze / High Street area Thornbury South and Alveston  (73%) 
/ Thornbury North (27%)  N/A 155 11.6 

E01015000 Flaxpits Lane and surrounding 
rural area Winterbourne  N/A 110 11.5 

 
Proportion of children in low-income families  
 

In South Gloucestershire in 2013 (the latest available data), it is estimated that 10.5% of children live in low 
income families*, considerably lower than the England average (18%). 
 

The LSOA level map below shows the distribution of rates of child poverty across the district. In August 2013 
the areas with the highest rates at 29.6% and 29.3% respectively were LSOA E01014941 (South of 
Coronation Park - Newton Road/Parkwall - Parkwall ward) and LSOA E01014926 (New Cheltenham Road 
area - Kings Chase Ward).  
 
*Number of children living in families in receipt of Child Tax Credit whose reported income is less than 60 per cent of the median 
income or in receipt of Income Support or (Income-Based) JSA, divided by the total number of children in the area (determined by 
Child Benefit data). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: HM Revenue 
& Customs / 
Published: 30 
September 2015 - 
Official Statistics - 
Personal tax credits: 
Children in low-
income families local 
measure: 2013 
snapshot as at 31 
August 2013 via 
gov.uk  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/personal-tax-credits-children-in-low-income-families-local-measure-2013-snapshot-as-at-31-august-2013
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/personal-tax-credits-children-in-low-income-families-local-measure-2013-snapshot-as-at-31-august-2013
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/personal-tax-credits-children-in-low-income-families-local-measure-2013-snapshot-as-at-31-august-2013


Adult qualifications  

 
Source: NOMIS ONS Annual Population Survey (January 2015 to December 2015) 

 

In 2015, 37.8% of working age residents in South Gloucestershire had achieved the equivalent of NVQ Level 4 
or above which is a considerable increase on the 2013 figure of 31.9%. This figure is lower than the average 
rate for the West of England authorities (43.6%) but above the national figure (36.7%).  
 

 
* It should be noted that due to the sample size, there are often wide confidence intervals associated with this dataset at local authority level. For 
example, the confidence interval for those with level 4 plus qualifications is 3.3% for South Gloucestershire, meaning the rate could be between 
34.5% and 41.1%. 
 
NEETS – young people not in education, employment or training 

 

 
 

Source: National Client Caseload System via - South Gloucestershire Council, Children, Adults and Health Department 
 

In March 2016, the proportion of 16 to 18 year olds (academic age) Not in Education, Employment or Training 
stood at 3.1%, this is a slight decrease on the rate recorded in December 2015 and on the rate recorded at the 
same time last year. The graph shows that the March 2016 figure for South Gloucestershire is below the 
national average of 4.3%.  
 

The council and its partners are working together to maximise opportunities for young people. A key focus is 
to raise skill levels and meet the skills and workforce needs of employers by providing appropriate academic 
qualifications, vocational training and apprenticeship opportunities for young people. For example, the council 
employs several apprentices aged 16 to 24 in a variety of roles.   
 
 
 
 



Apprenticeships 
 

 

Apprenticeship programme achievements. 
 

The graph shows 1,450 apprenticeships were 
completed and achieved in in South 
Gloucestershire in the academic year 2014/15. 
This is 7.4% higher than the previous reporting 
year when 1,350 completions were achieved. The 
highest level of achievements was in 2011/12 
when there were 1,470.  
 
Please note: data in this section relates to learners attending 
apprenticeship programmes through training providers 
registered in the area and not all learners will be South 
Gloucestershire residents.  
 

 

 

Apprenticeship programme starts 

 

Figures for the full academic year (2014/15) 
show that 2,560 apprenticeships started in 
South Gloucestershire - this was an 8.9% 
increase on the previous reporting year 
(2,350). So far, provisional figures for the 
period August to January (2015/16) show that 
1,450 apprenticeships started. 
 

For 2014/15, intermediate level 
apprenticeships made up the highest 
proportion of starts overall, accounting for 
60.4% (1,420) of all starts. Following this, 
advanced level accounted for 42.2% (1,080) 
and Higher apprenticeships accounted for 
2.3% (60). This year so far, the level of 
intermediate and advanced level starts are 
similarly broken down with 760 and 630 
respectively.  
 

The line graph shows that in recent years, the 
highest group of apprenticeship starts tend to 
be within the under 19 age bracket - in 
2015/16 (year to date) there were 640 
apprenticeships started in this age group. 
Those aged 19 to 24 and those 25+ have (over 
the last few years) tended to show a lower 
amount of starts - this year so far, there were 
410 19-24 year olds and 400 25+ year olds 
starting apprenticeships.  
 

Guide to the different levels – Intermediate: equivalent to 5 GCSE 
passes; Advanced: equivalent to 2 A level passes; and, Higher: lead to 
NVQ level 4 and above or foundation degree 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Source: FE data library – data provided by - Skills Funding Agency and Department for Business, 

Innovation & Skills 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fe-data-library
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-apprenticeships
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/skills-funding-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-innovation-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-innovation-skills


Apprenticeships continued  
 

 

The graph below shows starts by subject area. The full year trend data for 2014/15 shows the highest amount 
of starts were in Business, Administration and Law (680). This was followed by health, public services and care 
(550); and then by Retail, Commercial and Enterprise (510). So far this year, Engineering and Manufacturing 
Technologies and Business, Administration and Law have the highest number of starts, both with 320.   
 

The range of sectors also includes the subjects: Science and Mathematics; and, Languages, Literature and 
Culture. Neither of these subject areas had starts in South Gloucestershire over the whole reporting period. 
This is in line with national picture where figures for these subject areas are considerably low. 
 

 

Source: FE data library – data provided by - Skills Funding Agency and Department for Business, Innovation & Skills  
 

Source: FE data library – data provided by - Skills Funding Agency and Department for Business, Innovation & Skills 

 
Housing 
 

Housing benefit and council reduction schemes in South Gloucestershire 
 

In the financial year 2015/16, it took 32 days to process a new housing benefit and/or council tax reduction 
claim. 
 

Source: South Gloucestershire Council, Chief Executive & Corporate Resources 
 

Live applications on the South Gloucestershire housing register  
 

In March 2016, there were 5,428 live applications on the South Gloucestershire housing register. The demand 
for social housing in the district remains high, as reflected in the number of new applications received each 
month.  
 

Source: South Gloucestershire Council, Chief Executive & Corporate Resources 
 

Accepted homelessness applications in South Gloucestershire   
 

The HomeChoice team works 
closely with households 
approaching the service and aims 
to prevent homelessness 
wherever possible. The main cause 
of homelessness continues to be 
households being asked to leave 
properties in the private rented 
sector. The rate of applications 
from homeless households is 
showing a slight decrease from last 
year, as is the number of duties 
accepted, though these remain 
higher than the two years before 
that.  

 
Source: South Gloucestershire Council, Home Choice, Children, Adults & Health 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fe-data-library
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-apprenticeships
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/skills-funding-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-innovation-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fe-data-library
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-apprenticeships
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/skills-funding-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-innovation-skills


Median house prices and sales volume  
 

 

 
Data from the Office for 
National Statistics shows 
the average house price in 
South Gloucestershire is 
£220,000. This is in line 
with the West of England 
average but higher than 
the average for England 
(208,000). In South 
Gloucestershire the annual 
median house price 
increased by 2.3% (from 
Q3 2014 to Q3 2015). 
  

Source: Office for National Statistics House Price Statistics for Small Areas in England and Wales 
 
The graph below left shows median house price sales broken down by dwelling type. All dwelling types have 
seen an increase in median prices since Q1 2014.  
 

In the year ending Q3 2015, 4,729 residential properties were sold in South Gloucestershire. The graph 
(below right) shows the sales volumes have been steady at around 4,700 sales per year since Q1 2014. It 
also shows the highest volume of properties sold are terraced houses with a total of 1,570 being sold in the 
year (rolling year average ending quarter three 2015).  
 

 

 
 
 

 

Source: Office for National Statistics House Price Statistics for Small Areas in England and Wales - Table 1a, 2a and 6a, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/housepricestatisticsforsmallareas/yearendingquarter41995toyearendingquarter22015
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/housepricestatisticsforsmallareas/yearendingquarter41995toyearendingquarter22015


Crime  
 

 

There was a rise in overall crime and acquisitive crime following the economic downturn in the 1980s, 
therefore it was hypothesised that a similar pattern might be seen as a result of the slowing of the economy in 
the past few years. This indicator monitors whether or not that has been the case locally.  
Crime has risen in South Gloucestershire over the past 12 months, which mirrors the national trend. These 
rises may be partly due to a change in how some types of crimes are recorded both locally and nationally, but 
there have also been increases in levels of some crime types. In 2014/15, the crime rate in South 
Gloucestershire (48 offences per 1,000) is still lower than both the regional and national averages however. 
This compares to the South West with 51 offences per 1,000 and to England and Wales with 67 offences per 
1,000. 
  
This indicator includes various different types of acquisitive offending: bicycle theft, other theft, burglary, 
robbery, shoplifting, theft from the person and vehicle crime. 
  
Acquisitive crime in South Gloucestershire has fluctuated over the last twelve months, but actually represents 
a lower proportion of overall offending now than it has done previously. The highest proportion in the past 
few years was 60% of offending in October 2013; this has now fallen to 51% of offending in November 2015 
and in fact dipped as low as 44% in September 2015. Monitoring will continue on an ongoing basis to identify 
any changes in the levels of acquisitive crime as a proportion of all offending.  
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Source Avon and Somerset Police via  
 

Inward investment 
 

In March 2016 the Economic Development Team had a caseload of 57 live enquiries from businesses relating 
to investing in South Gloucestershire. 
 

There were 126 live enquiries in the West of England that include South Gloucestershire in their search. 
 

In Q4 15/16 we recorded 49 new enquiries compared to 42 in the previous quarter and 45 at the same point 
in the previous year. 
 
Source: South Gloucestershire Council, Economic Development Team via: West of England - Bristol and Bath Inward Investment Service – see 
www.bristolandbath.co.uk for more information 
 
For up to date news and information for business please visit: www.insouthglos.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bristolandbath.co.uk/
http://www.insouthglos.co.uk/


Small business start ups  
 

 

In South Gloucestershire 144 new small businesses started up in March 2016.  
 

According to the data from a BankSearch survey, there were 4.6% more business start-ups in South 
Gloucestershire during the first three months of this year compared with the corresponding period last year. 
This increase is broadly in line with the national trends where growth in the number of start-ups across 
England has risen.   

South Gloucestershire accounted for 4.3% of all start-ups across the South West. In March 2016, across all the 
English districts, the median number of starts was 82. In South Gloucestershire the majority of start-ups were 
limited companies. 
 
 

Small business 
start-ups 

Limited 
companies Sole traders Other start-

ups 
Commercial 
enterprises: 

sub-total 
Not For Profit Total 

March 2016 85 38 5 128 16 144 
 

 
 
 
The top three industries (illustrated on the right) 
accounted for 61% of all the start-ups. 
 

 
Top 3 Industries March 2016 
Real estate, professional services & 
support activities 40 
Construction 28 
Wholesale & retail trade 20 
 
 

 
 
 
 
With nine starts each, Patchway and Stoke Gifford 
saw most business start-ups in March. This was 
followed closely by Emersons Green with eight start-
ups. Bitton, Frampton Cotterell and Yate Central (with 
zero starts) saw the least.  
 

 
Source: BankSearch, 2016 

 
 

 
Disclaimer:  This report has been prepared 
by South Gloucestershire Council’s Corporate 
Research and Consultation Team, with all 
reasonable skill, care and diligence.  We 
accept no responsibility of any nature to any 
third parties to whom this profile, or any part 
thereof is made known.  Any such party 
relies on the report at their own risk. 

For further information contact:  
The Corporate Research and Consultation Team:  
01454 863990 / 01454 863862 
email research@southglos.gov.uk   
 

 

mailto:research@southglos.gov.uk

