
SACRE committee meeting -  16th March 2016, 1:30 pm
The Wakeford Lounge, Warmley Community Centre
Attendees
Committee A: Jane Allinson, Ramila Patel, Linda Pope, Iris Segall (from 2:10 pm), 
April Begley, Chris John
Committee B: Frances Taylor
Committee C: Chris Selway, Kath McCarthy
Committee D: Ian Boulton, Ben Stokes
Committee E: Derek Jay, Roger Allinson, Alex Howard, Mohammad-Nassir Miah, 
Susan Weaver 
Others Present: Katy Staples, Hannah Wood, Louise Lewis

Agenda
Item

Action 
Points

1 Visits and Visitors: how can SACRE ensure these are powerful 
learning opportunities?
Chris Selway gave an excellent and well received presentation 
on visits and visitors associated with RE from his perspective as
a teacher at a village primary school with a monocultural / low 
church attendance profile. He noted that the main drive for 
teaching in any school is to make faiths less abstract, bringing 
it alive through visits and interactions with visitors from other 
belief systems. He also noted that the best way of doing this 
for pupils is through use of a “spiral curriculum” and gave lots 
of illustrated examples of pupils from his school.

Q (JA) How do you offset the practical issues and financial 
costs associated with these visits?
A  (CS) creative thinking and making the best use of time. KS 
noted that there was a good deal of negotiation of the pupils' 
experiences within the context of the visit

Q (IB) What can be done to engage parents who don't want 
their children to attend these visits?
A (CS) CS mails parents every year to give them information 
and will speak to parents one-to-one if necessary. He also 
invites parents to come with them on the trips.

2 Apologies
Apologies were received from Sally Sibley, Susannah Hill and 
Mike Drew. Iris Segal notified HW that she'd be late. Leah 
Osbourne, Mukhtar Younis and Alex Wilkinson were absent.



3 Minutes and actions from the last meeting
Minutes of the previous meeting (3rd December 2015) were 
signed as accurate by Jane Allinson.

Action points from the previous meeting were raised by JA and
had all been completed.

4 Feedback from conferences and meetings
 Feedback from the Dillington conference – DJ had 

already circulated notes on his attendance at that 
meeting to the SACRE committee. He additionally said 
that he'd met the new Chief Executive of the RE Council 
and enjoyed both his presentation and that made by 
Chris Selway. He also noted that the Tony Blair Faith 
Foundation website is a very good resource. JA 
commented to note her concern about the erosion of 
subject time at both primary and secondary level.

 Secondary Cluster meeting – KS noted that this wasn't 
highly attended (RA questioned the reasons for this – KS 
explained that there were various timing issues and that
the Spring Best Practice Forum (BPF) may be 
discontinued). KS noted an action point regarding the 
percentage of entrants for RE exams – what are the rest 
of the students doing for RE?

 Other training events – KS had already circulated 
conference feedback. IB noted that there were many 
female delegates but all male speakers.

NOTE: Iris Segal arrived at 2:10 pm.
 KS also gave verbal feedback on the Primary BPF. Again 

there was a low turnout as the timing had been changed
and it was also close to the conference event. It was a 
very active event with lots of positive feedback, raising 
an interesting discussion about managing your own 
beliefs while teaching. IB raised a question at the end 
asking how SACRE should support teachers in this, and 
the discussion continued within SACRE. LL pointed out 
that there was a Professional Code of Conduct. KS 
agreed to take this interesting discussion point to the 
next SACRE meeting as an agenda item. JA also asked 
how Special Schools were being supported – KS said that
they'd been represented at the group and were being 
pointed towards their own conference in the Autumn.

KS



 Meetings with UWE regarding their ITT – KS reported 
that UWE would like SG and Bristol SACREs to give 
training days to their Teaching students.

 Learn, Teach, Lead – KS reported that a Primary Lead 
had been appointed for the hub, but they were yet to 
find a suitable Secondary appointment. RA asked later in
the meeting why Secondary teachers weren't applying 
for this post – it was thought that they were probably 
overburdened and uncertain as to the future of RE.

5 Working with our Schools
JA reported to the SACRE that they had in fact Made March 
Matter by visiting Sally Sibley's event at Mangotsfield School. 
She said it was an excellent and interesting event that is till 
going on, and FT circulated flyers to the members of the group.
KS said she would administer schools' participation in these 
events (the paperwork for schools had already been 
circulated) and that contributing schools would be given a 
certificate of engagement. KS

6 Information
 KS had already circulated her Adviser's Report to the 

group. The only question was from RA as to whether 
some of the conferences gave good value for money 
given their low attendance levels on occasion. KS said 
that attendance was unpredictable.

 HW had already circulated the Membership List. KS 
introduced Nassir as a very much welcomed new 
member. LL confirmed that all members could vote even
if they'd not been approved yet by the LA.

 HW had already circulated the finance report. There 
were no questions, but we do still need a SACRE 
treasurer.

 The Annual Report had been omitted from the agenda. 
KS had however circulated it with the other papers. 
There were no questions but two corrections from RA.

ALL

KS

7 Correspondence
There was no correspondence to discuss.

The meeting was concluded at 2:40 p.m. JA thanked the 
group for their time. The next meeting will be at 4:00 pm on 
Thursday 7th July 2016 in the Wakeford Lounge, Warmley 
Community Centre.



The Agreed Syllabus Conference

This meeting was officially commenced at 2:40 pm by Jane Allinson.

1. Minutes of the Steering Group and other supporting paperwork had been 
circulated by KS prior to the conference. The introduction and explantation of 
this paperwork were shared by KS and JA in their capacity as Adviser and Chair
respectively.

2. KS explained the cost implications of the proposal to the group and outlined 
the proposal that South Gloucestershire buys an “off the peg” agreed syllabus 
from RE Today services which will be called the “South Gloucestershire Agreed
Syllabus”.

3. SACRE broke into groups according to their committee membership to discuss 
the proposal and vote upon it. At 15:20 the committees returned their votes 
as follows:

Committee A  - agreed to accept the proposal
Committee B  - agreed to accept the proposal
Committee C  - agreed to accept the proposal
Committee D  - agreed to accept the proposal (*)
Committee E  - the non-voting committee expressed their support

* Committee D noted the list of religions to be taught on page 13 of the Agreed 
Syllabus and expressed concern that secular families may need the teaching of 
humanism to be more than an appendix. KS pointed out that Humanism was 
represented well in KS2 and within various units, although IB did still have concerns 
that it wasn't explicit enough within the document. AH gave his support to the 
amount of weight given to Humanism and also to the general correspondence he's 
had with RE today.

KS noted that by choosing this syllabus drawn up be RE Today there was a good 
chance of future-proofing our local syllabus if a National Syllabus was to be 
commissioned.

4. KS outlined the next steps for the process which would be to write the 
appendices, to personalise the document with work from local schools and to 
find a venue for the launch event.

NOTE: LP left the meeting at 3:20 pm

Jane Allinson noted the SACRE agreement for the proposal that South 



Gloucestershire buys an “off the peg” agreed syllabus from RE Today services 
which will be called the “South Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus”. The meeting was
closed at 3:25 pm.


