
Draft Minutes from the SACRE meeting - 6th December 2016
Warmley Community Centre

1.00 – 3.00 pm

1 Welcome and introduction to new members

Jane Allinson opened the meeting at 1 pm.

Jane welcomed our many new members to the SACRE and each member in turn introduced 
themselves and explained their interest in the group. SACRE were pleased to welcome 
Jaswant Gangotra as a new member.

2 Apologies and previous meeting's minutes

Attendees: Jane Allinson (chair), Roger Allinson, Iris Segall, April Begley, Chris Selway, Derek 
Jay, Alex Howard, Mohammad-Nassir Miah, Karl Joyce, Claire Evans (from 1:30 pm), Kath 
McCarthy, Jaswant Gangotra, Mike Drew
Others present: Hannah Wood (clerk), Katy Staples, Louise Lewis (from 1:30 pm)
Apologies received and accepted:  Ramila Patel,  Chris John, Frances Taylor, Sally Sibley,  
Andy Spens, Esther Saunders, Ben Stokes, Susan Weaver, Leah Osbourne, Keith Walker 
Absent without apology: Linda Pope

SACRE read through the minutes and they were signed off by the chair with two small 
corrections (changing “SACRE” to “NASACRE” and altering list of apologies).

JA noted that there had been some exceptional delays in paying invoices and other 
expenses. 

HW to track down the name of the person responsible for administrating SACRE finances.

It was noted that their was a discrepancy in the advertised meeting start time between the 
previous minutes and more recent correspondence. JA also proposed a different meeting 
structure with three meetings per year. 

HW/JA to circulate this new proposed meeting structure and consult on good times for 
the meetings.

3 Development plan including the Events Group

A vision statement and breakdown of goals for the development plan was circulated to all 
members as per our previous meeting and the SACRE the split into the same four groups to 
discuss further actions for the development plan. The groups reconvened and discussed 
their thoughts under the four different subject areas. Each group leader will type up their 
notes by 1st February 2017 but the main themes were as follows:

 creating an RE subject leader contact list for all the South Glos schools so that our 
correspondence can be more targetted



 assessing RE provision within schools and if necessary using the Schools Complaints 
Procedure to tackle poor provision

 pushing forward with the new SACRE website as a point of contact and for resources
 creating a flow chart of the people and responsibilities within SACRE and the Local 

Authority
 monitoring schools RE provision by looking at Ofsted reports (DJ)
 providing events for schools and attending events within schools

JA asked if SACRE's main responsibilities should be in supporting or in monitoring it. KS used 
the analogy that SACRE should act like a governing body to her “headteacher” role.

LL confirmed that definite progress was being made in constructing the website

JG note that SACRE can also give support to schools by supplying models of good working 
practices

KMcC clarified the exact provision of CPD by the diocese / LA. JA noted that the future 
events group will help create a good vision of what we can do as a SACRE.

M-N M suggested applying for a grant to set up a pot of money that schools could bid on to 
obtain funds for a visitor package.

Group leaders to type up their notes and return to HW / KS by 1st February 
JA to circulate date of Events Group meeting and ask for volunteers

4 Talk – RE in Special Schools (Claire Evans)

Claire Evans described Culverhill School where she works and explains how she'd 
implemented RE teaching practices in the school over her year there from a fairly non-
existent start. She described the Make May Matter and Rites of Passage events at Culverhill 
and SACRE got the wonderful opportunity to see pictures taken of the pupils participating in
these events, and the variety of things that happened there. Claire explained how she 
tailored the themes of RE for more challenging pupils e.g. by watching films, or by taking 
mobility needs into consideration when visiting places of worship.

She also explained that the pupils thrived with Culverhill's approach of supporting the pupils
in knowing that it was about thinking and opinions, rather than right and wrong answers. 
She also showed us the wonderful Christmas RE bag that she's made and examples of the 
work generated by the pupils because of it. She planned further work involving multisensory
bags.

M-N M asked as a potential visitor how to get around the problems of bringing food into 
schools, and Claire explained that this could be addressed with some planning. The SACRE 
would like to thank Claire for this wonderful and inspiring talk that helped us really 
appreciate the impact of SACRE's work.

(NOTE that AB left the meeting at 2:30 pm)



3    5 The South Glos SACRE website

KS outlined details of her meeting with LL to continue the process of reinstating the SG 
SACRE website. This was greatly welcomed by SACRE members as a centre for resources and
contact details of religious groups in the area.

JG noted that the national centres of religious groups were often worth including in this 
directory as they will often supply good free resources of e.g. religious materials

KS let the SACRE know that the RE Today resources for the Agreed Syllabus will still be on 
the RE Today website for a short time, then they will be available from the secure area of 
the Bristol Diocese site until SACRE have their own website.

KS to re-circulate log in details for the Bristol Diocese website (done)

6 Launch of the Agreed Syllabus – report and feedback

Feedback from the conference to launch the Agreed Syllabus was positive, with 71% 
reporting that they would recommend it to a friend. It was generally agreed to have been 
well run and successful, with some minor criticisms.

KS to circulate feedback summary from the conference as soon as available 

7 BPF / LTRE feedback 

CS noted that there was poor attendance, probably due to the twilight timing of the 
meeting and JG confirmed that this could often be off-putting to attending teachers. Chris 
also drew attention to the conferences in March and July – particularly the LTRE one in the 
summer and that there were limited places at this, so South Glos teachers would need 
plenty of notice.

KS noted there was a mop up session on Friday 9th December for schools who couldn't 
attend the conference.

8       For Information – Adviser's Report

Ad There were no questions on the Adviser's Report

9 For Information - Humanism Appendix to Agreed Syllabus

CS circulated a paper copy of a slightly revised version of this appendix. He outlined the 
minimum statutory requirements of the syllabus in response to a question from KS.

KS confirmed that this appendix would also be included with the other Agreed Syllabus 



materials on the Diocese website and eventually SACRE's own website.#

KS also noted that the Annual Report would soon be due – she would circulate it to the 
SACRE for comments.
CS to circulate a revised copy of the Humanism Appendix to the group.
KS to circulate a draft Annual Report to the SACRE for comments.

10 Any Other Business

No other business had been brought to the SACRE

11 Meeting close

Meeting was concluded at 3:05 pm by Jane Allinson as chair, with thanks to all those who 
attended and Seasons Greetings/

Date of next meeting :  March 15th 2017   4 pm


