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WELCOME TO THE NEW LOOK EARLY YEARS TRAINING AND SUPPORT HANDBOOK 

 

We are starting the school year 2017-18 with a new look for the Early Years Team by issuing you all with 

an Early Years Training and Support Handbook.  This details all of the support you can access from the 

South Gloucestershire Early Years Team, plus some key training offered by some of our partners.  We 

have called it a handbook as it contains so much more information than just training courses. 

 

Organised under the following key headings, we hope you will find it easy to navigate and to find the 

type of support you would like or need: 

 

 Leadership and Management 

 Childminding Support 

 Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs and Disability 

 Makaton 

 Supporting Children’s Learning 

 Forest Schools 

 Outdoor Learning 

 E-learning on the VLE 

 Public Health 

 Safeguarding 

 

 

Under each of the sections here are some key things to look out for: 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

 Look out for this logo which indicates an activity, service or training is funded by 

the Local Authority Early Years Team and therefore does not incur a charge. 

 Centrally funded activity includes a huge range of individual setting support and 

courses which are open to all settings and childminders within South 

Gloucestershire. 

 Please note that this year some courses will incur a charge.  The details of these are on the 

individual pages. 

 

 

Welcome to the Early Years  

Training and Support Handbook 
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SUPPORT FROM THE EARLY YEARS TEAM 

 
This part of each section will detail the support which early years practitioners in South Gloucestershire 

can access from the team and whether this is centrally funded or incurs a charge. 
 

THE VLE 

 
Each section also contains details of information which can be found on the VLE to support this aspect of 

EYFS provision.  The VLE will continue to grow as the year progresses, so it is worth checking it regularly 

for updates. 

 

 

This handbook is available on the VLE in the ‘Early Years’ section under ‘Training’ and on the South 

Gloucestershire Council website at www.southglos.gov.uk/earlyyearstraining 

 

We hope you like the new format and look forward to working with you all this year. 
 

 

Rachel Webb 

Senior Education Adviser (Early Years Manager) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ref: EY-1-74-17 

 

If you would like to give your views on this Early Years Training and Support offer, or this handbook in 

particular, please email earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk   

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/earlyyearstraining
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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WHO’S WHO IN THE EARLY YEARS TEAM 
 

 

EARLY YEARS MANAGEMENT TEAM 

RACHEL WEBB – Senior Education Adviser (Early Years) 
Email: rachel.webb@southglos.gov.uk   01454 863359 
PENNY NOWSON – Education Adviser Early Years (Team Manager) 
Email: penny.nowson@southglos.gov.uk  01454 868379 
PAULA YOUNG – Education Adviser Early Years (Team Manager) 
Email: paula.young@southglos.gov.uk   01454 863360 

 

 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

ANNA BULL – Senior Setting Business Development Assistant 

Email: anna.bull@southglos.gov.uk    01454 868674 

CHRIS SPITTLE – Senior Setting Business Development Assistant 

Email: chris.spittle@southglos.gov.uk    01454 868118 

ALAINE PAGE – Setting Business Development Assistant 

Email: alaine.page@southglos.gov.uk    01454 863355 

 

 

mailto:rachel.webb@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:penny.nowson@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:paula.young@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:anna.bull@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:chris.spittle@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:alaine.page@southglos.gov.uk
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SETTING SUPPORT TEAM 

SIMONE BARNES – Setting Support Officer 

Email: simone.barnes@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864912 

MANDY BECKETT – Setting Support Officer (maternity cover) 

Email: amanda.beckett@southglos.gov.uk    01454 865065 

JANE GULLIVER – Setting Support Officer 

Email: jane.gulliver@southglos.gov.uk   01454 863320 

LINDA HARVEY – Setting Support Officer 

Email: linda.harvey@southglos.gov.uk    01454 868172 

JACQUI LEWIS – Setting Support Officer 

Email: jacqui.lewis@southglos.gov.uk    01454 863318 

CLAIRE LUGG – Setting Support Officer (P/T) (currently on maternity leave) 

Email: claire.lugg@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864913 

JULIE MARKS – Setting Support Officer   

Email: julie.marks@southglos.gov.uk     01454 868173 

SINEAD McBRIDE – Setting Support Officer (currently on maternity leave) 

Email: Sinead.mcbride@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864904 

KAREN NORTON – Setting Support Officer 

Email: karen.norton@southglos.gov.uk    01454 863479 

HELEN POOLE – Setting Support Officer 

Email: helen.poole@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864344 

 

 

EARLY INTERVENTION AND EARLY SUPPORT TEAM 

JAYNE EVANS – Early Intervention Officer 

Email: jayne.evans@southglos.gov.uk    01454 863361 

DEBBY HYDE – Early Intervention Officer 

Email: debbie.hyde@southglos.gov.uk    01454 863811 

EMMA DANDO – Early Support Worker   

Email: emma.dando2@southglos.gov.uk   01454 864314 

MICHELLE GRAYLING – Early Support Worker (maternity cover) 

Email: michelle.grayling@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864913 

CLAIRE LUGG – Early Support Worker (P/T) (currently on maternity leave) 

Email: claire.lugg@southglos.gov.uk    01454 864913 

VICKY PIPER – Early Support Worker (P/T) (currently on maternity leave) 

Email: vicky.piper@southglos.gov.uk     01454 864417 

 

mailto:simone.barnes@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:amanda.beckett@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:jane.gulliver@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:linda.harvey@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:jacqui.lewis@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:claire.lugg@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:julie.marks@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:Sinead.mcbride@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:karen.norton@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:helen.poole@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:jayne.evans@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:debbie.hyde@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:emma.dando2@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:michelle.grayling@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:claire.lugg@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:vicky.piper@southglos.gov.uk
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HOW TO BOOK 
 

For South Gloucestershire delegates the majority of our face to face courses can be booked through our online 

training booking system. You, or your manager, can simply log onto the online training booking system and 

request your place.  A link is also provided at the bottom of each relevant advert in this booklet.  Once your 

booking is processed you, and your manager, will receive an automated email confirming your place.  If a course 

is full you will receive an automated email confirming that you have been placed on a waiting list. 

Managers set up as designated “CPD Lead” for their setting can book any of their staff onto our training and can 

authorise individual requests, so they are always aware of what training their staff are booked onto.  Individuals 

can log on and check their individual training records at any time.  If you do not already have an account for this 

system you should email earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk with your name, setting, contact telephone number, 

unique email address, and any special dietary or access needs, and we can set an account up for you and send you 

the login details. 

For all non-South Gloucestershire delegates you should email the same information to 

earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

HOW TO PAY 
 

Many of the courses within this book are centrally funded – these are clearly identified by the 

‘centrally funded’ logo.  There is no charge for these courses however, where stated, some do 

have a no-show policy attached.  (See No-Show Policy below.) 

For courses that do have a charge, payment should be made through the South 

Gloucestershire Council website.  All major credit and debit cards are accepted.  Go to the 

website www.southglos.gov.uk and click on PAY.  Scroll down to Other/general invoices and 

then select Other Payments.  You will then see an option to choose Early Years Training. 

Select your course from the drop down list and follow the instructions for payment. 

If you include a valid email address when making payment you will receive an automated email confirming your 

payment by return.  The Early Years Team will also be automatically notified of your payment and will email you 

(usually within 3 working days) to confirm your place on the course. 

NO-SHOW POLICY 
 

It is important to note that the majority of our early years courses are subject to a ‘no-show’ policy.  Payments 

made for chargeable courses are non-refundable unless cancellation is received at least five working days prior 

to the start of the course.  For centrally funded courses if a delegate fails to attend, or fails to cancel at least five 

working days prior to the start of the course, the setting will be invoiced for a no-show charge - this charge will be 

the full cost of the course as stated in the advert.  The number of people booking onto our training but failing to 

turn up on the day remains significant and therefore we will be enforcing the no-show policy in future.   

You can cancel your place through the online training booking system, or email earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 

requesting that we cancel the place for you.  This is your proof of cancellation so please keep your emails should 

there be any dispute over a no-show charge.  When actioned we will send a confirmation email from the training 

booking system.  There is no charge for substitution of another delegate when a setting finds that a named 

delegate is no longer able to attend. 

By booking on to any course directly run by the Early Years team there is an assumption that you accept the terms 

and conditions of the no-show policy. 

 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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THE EARLY YEARS TRAINING ROOM 
 

We are pleased to report that we continue to have a designated Early Years Training Room located within Bradley 
Stoke Community School (Primary Phase).  The majority of our training will be delivered at this venue which is 
situated close to Bradley Stoke Leisure Centre.  Within this booklet the venue is shown as Bradley Stoke 
Community School (Primary Phase). 
 
The Early Years Training Room, which also 
includes access to a local woodland area, 
enables the Early Years Team to continue to 
grow and develop the range of outdoor 
learning courses provided.  This brings together 
our training in one central point. 
 
In creating this exciting space we aim to enrich 
practitioner experiences through providing 
 

 access to a broad range of resources 

 stimulating displays of early years 
practice 

 access to the Early Years Lending 
Library to borrow books to support 
learning in your setting 

 
We have created a space where practitioners can 
 

 reflect upon their practice 

 challenge their thinking 

 explore new learning, both inside the classroom and outside in the forest 

 engage in professional discussions with practitioners passionate about Early Years 

 feel inspired to try out something new 
 
 

This is a space where all learners are valued 
and early years practice is celebrated.  The 
Early Years Team look forward to welcoming 
you to this venue and to our continued 
partnership with you all. 
 
The address of this venue is Bradley Stoke 
Community School (Primary Phase), Fiddlers 
Wood Lane, Bradley Stoke, South 
Gloucestershire, BS32 9BS.   
 
There is ample parking available at Bradley 
Stoke Community School located next to the 
Primary Phase, in the overflow car park area 
which is clearly signposted. 
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THE VLE: Leading Learning for Early Years in South Gloucestershire 
 

The vast majority of our readers will now be familiar with the VLE. This secure, online resource centre is available 

to private, voluntary and independent early years settings, including childminders.  It is also available to all South 

Gloucestershire schools (including academies) that have Reception/Year 1 staff. 

 

Have you logged onto the VLE lately?  If not, you could be missing out on important new information, updates 

and e-learning.  In the ‘Early Years’ and ‘EYFS’ areas we have uploaded documents and links that we think you will 

find useful and continue to add new items as they become available. 

 

Have you noticed that we have added a Search facility 

to your Home page? Just type in a few key words to 

help you find the document you are looking for.  Other 

features include: 

 

The Early Years Blog 

Every time we upload new information onto the VLE 

we include a message on the blog, so make a point of 

viewing it every week to keep yourself up to date with 

anything new. 

 

E-learning 

We offer a large selection of easy to access e-learning 

courses.  New courses are being written and added regularly and full details can be found within this directory in 

the E-learning section.  Since introducing these courses 96% of users have said that our courses were easy to 

follow, with 87% rating them ‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’.  To access any of our e-learning courses email your request to 

earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

 

Learning Spaces 

Some schools and settings will already have access to a Learning Space if they are part of a research project.  In 

some cases we will open up a Learning Space when you attend a face to face training session – your tutor will tell 

you if your course will have a Learning Space.  Learning Spaces store additional information only available to 

those who have attended the course or are part of the research project.  We have opened up a Learning Space for 

‘VLE - How to guides’ which you will automatically have access to so take a look and explore. 

 

My Files 

Access a personal area where you can create and securely store your own documents.  This can include 
photographs and videos as well as Word documents.  Great for creating and storing observations!  Storing such 
information on the VLE means you don’t have to worry if your computer dies and you haven’t backed up your 
files. 
 

Still nervous about using the VLE? 

We recommend that you view our tutorial “Making the Most of the VLE” which can be found under Courses.  
Once you have viewed this, if you still need help with finding your way around the VLE contact the Early Years 
team and we will try to help you further.  We may even be able to come out to your setting to guide you through 
it. 

 

If you haven’t already signed up to the VLE, or have mislaid your log in 

details, please email: earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

“The emerging picture of a successful leader requires us to know a lot, understand a lot and operate within a 

complex and complicated world.”  

Leadership Skills in the Early Years, Page 9 - June O’ Sullivan 

 

“Providers who are rated ‘Inadequate’, ‘Satisfactory’ or ‘Requires Improvement’ are required to engage with their 

Setting Support Officer to agree ways to improve their grading.”  

South Gloucestershire Provider Agreement 2016-17 page 8 

 

Staff at all levels will, at some time, operate as a leader within their setting, whether that is leading a project, 

developing an aspect of practice, in the role of SENCO, or as a room or setting deputy or leader. As such, the Early 

Years Team offer a range of leadership development to support individuals and settings on their leadership 

journey. Setting Support Officers are happy to discuss your individual needs as you seek to develop leadership 

within your setting. 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

 Support for settings graded Requires Improvement or Satisfactory 

 Support for ‘vulnerable’ settings as detailed in the South Gloucestershire Early Years Improvement offer 

 Support for newly registered settings 

 An annual visit by a Setting Support Officer 

 Access to a Learning Community 

 24 hour access to the VLE including online learning 

 Early Years Helpdesk - telephone and email support from the Early Years Team 

 Surgeries 

 Toddler Quality Toolkit Information Session 

 

SUPPORT FOR SETTINGS RATED RI, SATISFACTORY OR INADEQUATE 
 

Once a setting or childminder receives an RI (Requires Improvement) or Inadequate OFSTED 

grading, their Setting Support Officer will work with the Manager and staff to develop an 

intense improvement plan. This will target the areas of development as identified by the 

inspectors and will grow and develop as the setting improves. Improvement plans are reviewed 

regularly in order to support settings to document and celebrate their successes. 

 

Settings and childminders who are still rated Satisfactory and are awaiting inspection will continue to be 

supported by an improvement plan which will help them to continue to improve and embed their practice. 

 

To support the setting, the Setting Support Officer will visit regularly to work alongside staff, support the 

leadership of the setting and facilitate any whole staff training required.  

Leadership and Management  

Support from the Early Years Team 
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SUPPORT FOR SETTINGS CONSIDERED TO BE VULNERABLE 
 

Sometimes settings or childminders rated Good or Outstanding experience difficulties or 

challenges which may result in them becoming vulnerable to dropping their OFSTED grade 

were they to be inspected. In such cases, either the setting or a member of the Early Years 

Team could propose the setting becomes ‘vulnerable’. This enables them to access further 

bespoke support which is detailed in a support plan and regularly reviewed.  

 

Full details, including the criteria for becoming a vulnerable setting are captured in the document ‘South 

Gloucestershire Early Years Improvement Offer’. 

 

If you think you might be a vulnerable setting, please contact your Setting Support Officer to discuss your needs. 

 

Please Note - If a setting becomes vulnerable, the information is confidential between the Early Years Team and 

the Setting, it is not shared with any third party. 

 

SUPPORT FOR NEWLY REGISTERED SETTINGS 
 

When settings are newly registered they are able to access support from the Early Years Team 

to develop and embed their practice, with the aim of working towards a good outcome at their 

first inspection.  This support continues until after the setting has been inspected.  The level of 

support and the focus of the work is agreed by the setting and their Setting Support Officer. 

 

ANNUAL VISIT 
 

Annual Visits provide an opportunity for leaders, managers and childminders to meet with their 

Setting Support Officer to have a professional discussion about all aspects of their setting’s 

practice.  It will help settings to identify any additional support needed and potential training 

needs.  Following your annual visit you can attend a surgery for a follow up discussion. 

 

Your Annual Visit will cover: 

 

Safeguarding and Welfare 

 Understanding of updates in legislation  DBS and suitability 

 Safeguarding audit and action planning  Policies and procedures 
 

Vulnerable groups 

 Special Educational Needs and Disabilities  English as an Additional Language 

 Looked after children or children subject to 
Single Assessment Frameworks 

 Children eligible for additional funding 

 
Training 

 Identify gaps in statutory training needs 
 

Leadership and Management 

 Self-evaluation  Staffing 
 

Business and Sustainability 

 Nursery Education Grant Funding  Support for committees 
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LEARNING COMMUNITIES - WHAT IS A LEARNING COMMUNITY? 
 

This has been a very successful initiative set up by the South Gloucestershire Early Years Team which brings 

together schools and early years settings within a local area. 

 

Schools are taking the lead in running Learning Communities and working in partnership with 

their local early years providers.  The Early Years Team facilitate and attend these meetings. 

 

The core purpose of these meetings is to: 

 Promote professional discussion across a range of providers 

 Strengthen the quality of teaching and learning across the EYFS within a small local area in order to 
promote continuity of learning 

 Identify and respond to the needs of the local community through sharing knowledge and skills 
 

At present we have 10 groups established across the authority and new ones will be developed over the coming 

year. 

 

The focus for professional discussions between practitioners have been varied.  They have included: 

 School readiness and what this looks like 

 SEND 

 Early writing skills 

 Looking at ‘best fit’ judements using the Early Learning Goals 

 Sharing transition information – compiling a leaflet to give to parents 

 Sharing training sessions eg EMTAS, Phonics 

 Physicality of writing 
 

We already have established Learning Communities in the following areas: 

 

 Downend  Bradley Stoke 

 North Yate  Staple Hill 

 South Yate  Filton 

 Coalpit Heath  

 

 

 

NETWORKS 
 

The following networks will support leaders of all levels to deepen their understanding and to keep up to date on 

current developments in Early Years.  

 Leadership and Management Network (see page 20) 

 Baby Room Network (see page 81) 

 Disadvantaged Groups Network (see page 84) 

 Early Intervention Network (see page 55) 

 Network for Practitioners working with Two Year Olds (see page 90) 

 Support Network for Committees (see page 26) 

 

If you are interested in joining a current learning community, or supporting your school to set one up 

of your own, please contact the Early Years Team: earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  
 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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TRAINING 
 

We also offer a centrally funded Leadership and Management Support Programme to help Leaders, Managers 

and Deputy Managers to improve their skills. This programme is designed to complement the Level 3 Diploma in 

Management qualification. 

 

 Leadership and Management – Managing Change and Time Management 

 Leadership and Management – Recruitment and Induction 

 Leadership and Management – Safeguarding Responsibilities 

 Leadership and Management – Self-evaluation and Planning for Improvement 

 Leadership and Management – Supervision, Coaching and Mentoring 

 

Leaders and Managers are also able to access advice, information and support from the Early Years Business 

Development team. This includes advice on recruitment and retention, committee issues, and the VLE. 

 

 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 

These courses will support Leader and Managers to deepen their knowledge in order to further support their staff 

in undertaking their daily roles. 

 

 Inspiring International Approaches to Early Years Education  

 Forest Schools training (see pages 111 - 122) 

 Outdoor Learning (see pages 123 - 131) 

 Early Years Conference 

 Toddler Quality Toolkit programme 

 Additional Setting Support Officer visits 

 

The Early Years Business Team is able to provide support to complete DBS Checks for your staff, volunteers and 

committee members. 
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OVERVIEW 
 

The VLE provides practitioners across South Gloucestershire with a rich source of information, templates and 

online training. See page 11 for more information on how to access this. 

 

 

LEADERSHIP PAGES ( EYFS » 4. Leadership and Management) 
 

Information is updated regularly and is subject to change. An overview of what is currently 

available is summarised below: 

 Self-evaluation 
 Leading the Learning for Babies and Toddlers 
 Leading the Learning for Two Year Olds 
 Leading the Learning for Three and Four Year Olds 
 Peer Observations 
 Supervision 
 Research 
 Attendance 
 Developing your Environment 
 Books in the Library 

 

E-LEARNING ON THE VLE TO SUPPORT LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 
 

There are numerous e-learning courses available on the VLE to support Leaders and Managers.  These include:  

 Effective Leading in the Baby Room 

 Leading on Bilingualism and EAL in the EYFS for Lead Practitioners 

 Leading on Understanding and Meeting the Needs of Black and Minority Ethnic 

Children in the EYFS for Lead Practitioners 

 The Two Year Old Progress Check 

 Writing SEN Support Plans and Target Setting 

 

See pages 133 – 154 for further details and information on how to gain access to any of these courses. 

 

 

 

  

Leadership and Management 

support on the VLE 

http://sgca.myvle.co.uk/index.php?name=FileZone&z=class
http://sgca.myvle.co.uk/index.php?name=FileZone&z=class&fid=4L24252a272Xa29
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BESPOKE TRAINING 
 

We know that getting out to attend a training event can be demanding in terms of staff time as well as ensuring 

there are appropriate adults to cover the person attending the course.  It can also be hard to disseminate the 

training back in the setting. 

 

We are therefore able to offer settings the opportunity to buy their own in-house bespoke 

training sessions or INSET days.  These can occur in their own setting or at the Early Years 

Training Room.  The maximum group size for this would be 25 people, especially if you want 

to use the Early Years Training Room.  If numbers are larger than this please contact the 

team to discuss your needs. 

 

If you are a small setting or a childminder who would like to buy some INSET training, we suggest you get 

together with other settings or childminders and buy this as a group, which will reduce your costs.  If you are not 

aware of a group or childminder who would like the same training as you, contact the Early Years Team as we 

may know of a setting or childminder who you could work with. 

 

 

WHAT CAN WE REQUEST? 
 

 Any course or workshop advertised in this Handbook as being run by the Early Years Team 

 Any course or workshop which was run by the Early Years Team in last year’s Training Directory 

 Any other requests will be considered as long as they fall under the remit and expertise of the Early Years 

Team 

 

 

HOW DO WE REQUEST BESPOKE TRAINING? 
 

 Whilst you may wish to discuss and develop your ideas with a member of the team, we would like your 

request to be in writing to earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk in order for us to have a written record of the 

request so that they can be prioritised in the order they are received. 

 You will be requested to provide as much detail as possible in order to help us allocate the right member 

of the team for your training event and to ensure that we meet your requirements 

 You will then be provided with a quote which will show the costs and the event details 

 Once you have agreed this, the event will be confirmed with you and the person running the event will 

contact you directly to firm up the details. 

 

HOW DO WE PAY FOR BESPOKE TRAINING? 
 

Your setting will be invoiced prior to the start of the training event.  

Bespoke Training for your 

Setting 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is aimed at pre-
school and nursery leaders 
and managers including 
experienced leaders and 
those new to the role. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To disseminate information 
and updates that affect 
practice. 
 
To provide an opportunity to 
receive details of latest 
national and local 
information. 
 
To provide an opportunity to 
network and discuss 
information received. 
 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Keeping up to date with local and national information is a challenge for 
all leaders and managers.  These networks will provide leaders and 
managers with a range of experiences and opportunities to come together 
to share information and to engage in professional discussion and 
dialogue.  Meetings will be structured to provide: 

 Local and national updates 

 An opportunity to discuss and explore a current early years topic 
or theme 

 An opportunity for practitioners to share good practice and learn 
from each other 

The focus for the meeting will be posted on the VLE one month in 
advance. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
All network sessions will take place at Bradley Stoke Community School 
(Primary Phase) 
 
Wednesday 8th November 2017  9.15am – 11.15am OR 
Wednesday 22nd November 2017 1.30pm – 3.30pm OR 
Wednesday 22nd November 2017 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
 
Thursday 11th January 2018  9.15am – 11.15am  OR 
Thursday 11th January 2018  1.30pm – 3.30pm    OR 
Tuesday 16th January 2018  6.30pm – 8.30pm 
 
Wednesday 16th May 2018  1.30pm – 3.30pm    OR  
Wednesday 16th May 2018  6.30pm – 8.30pm    OR 
Wednesday 23rd May 2018  9.15am – 11.15am   
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Leadership and Management 

Network 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for leaders, 
managers, deputies and 
room leaders who would like 
to gain skills and insights into 
the change process and how 
this might affect different 
people. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding 
about leading change in the 
setting to bring about quality 
improvement. 
 
To reflect on the impact of 
change on staff, children and 
parents, and identify how to 
make this a positive process 
for all. 
 
To develop an effective 
system for time 
management. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
How do you manage any change in your own life?  Have you come across 
staff who are resistant to change?  How do you fit everything into your 
very busy days?  Do you find yourself saying frequently “there is not 
enough time”?  This course will explore ways of using time more 
effectively. 
 

“Change can be scary and it doesn’t have to be and when it comes from 
the frontline it can be very healthy ….. change can be a stimulus for new 
ideas and rekindle enthusiasm and commitment.” 

Leadership Skills in Early Years, O’Sullivan 2009, p39 
 

Change can be one of the most challenging aspects of being a leader and 
manager.  This course will explore and help you to gain an understanding 
of the change management cycle.  It is important that as a leader and 
manager you develop effective strategies for managing your time to 
balance the conflicting demands of the role, your family and leisure. This 
course will explore strategies which you will be able to use to help you 
achieve greater balance. 
 

This is a stand-alone course which is one of 5 leadership and management 
courses offered across the year. Together they will provide valuable 
support to leaders and managers. In addition supporting materials are 
available on-line to further supplement knowledge and understanding. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 23rd February 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Leadership and Management Support Programme 

Managing Change and Time 

Management 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
Committee Chairs and 
managers to help you with 
the whole process from 
recruitment to induction. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore what should be 
included in your recruitment 
and induction systems. 
 
To gain understanding of how 
to develop effective systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Providers must ensure that all staff receive induction training to help 
them understand their roles and responsibilities.  Induction training must 
include: information about emergency evacuation procedures, 
safeguarding, child protection, the provider’s equality policy, and health 
and safety issues….” 

EYFS Statutory Framework (page 20, 3.20) 
 
Does recruitment seem a daunting task for your setting? Why is it so 
important for settings to get this right from the start?  This course is ideal 
for committee chairs and managers wanting to understand the 
recruitment process or refresh their current knowledge. 
 
Effective leadership in early years has been recognised as being significant 
in raising standards and outcomes for children.  This is a stand-alone 
course which is one of 5 leadership and management courses offered 
across the year.  Together they will provide valuable support to 
Committee Chairs and managers.  In addition, supporting materials are 
available online to further supplement knowledge and understanding.  
The tasks offered throughout the course will be practical in nature and are 
designed to support your practice in the setting. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 16th March 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

   
 
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Leadership and Management Support Programme 

Recruitment and Induction 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
leaders, managers, deputies 
and safeguarding leads. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the range of 
legislation and guidance 
informing safeguarding 
practice in early years. 
 
To share good practice ideas 
for the dissemination of 
safeguarding information in 
the setting. 
 
To reflect on the evaluation 
and monitoring of the 
effectiveness of safeguarding 
systems and how to action 
plan for improvements. 
 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
How confident are you that your staff are secure in their safeguarding 
knowledge?  How do you monitor your safeguarding practice? In a rapidly 
changing world, where the key priority is to safeguard and protect 
children, are you and your staff fully aware of your responsibilities in this 
area? 
 
If you are a leader, manager, deputy or a safeguarding lead, this course 
will help you to reflect on safeguarding practice in your setting.  It will 
draw on current guidance along with the Local Authority safeguarding 
audit to assist with planning for the effective monitoring of safeguarding 
practice. 
 
Leaders and managers will gain an understanding of the responsibility of 
their role in ensuring that all staff know how to respond to concerns for 
children.  We will use an audit tool to explore your responsibility in 
evaluating practice, identifying improvements through action planning 
and monitoring the effectiveness of practice. 
 
This is a stand-alone course which is one of 5 leadership and management 
courses offered across the year.  Together they will provide valuable 
support to leaders and managers.  In addition, supporting materials are 
available on the VLE to further supplement knowledge and understanding. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 19th January 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Leadership and Management Support Programme 

Safeguarding Responsibilities 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
practitioners new to 
leadership and management, 
deputies seeking to develop 
skills, and experienced 
leaders seeking to refresh 
and develop their skills and 
understanding. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To gain an understanding of 
the key principles of self-
evaluation. 
 
To further develop skills in 
reflection and self-evaluation 
and to use them in your 
setting. 
 
To understand how to 
promote a whole team 
approach to self-evaluation 
as a continuous improvement 
tool. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Does self-evaluation seem a daunting task for your setting?  Why is it so 
important for setting improvement and the monitoring of practice?   
 
Effective leadership in early years has been recognised as being significant 
in raising standards and outcomes for children.  The tasks offered 
throughout the course will be practical in nature and are designed to 
support the development of effective reflection and evaluation skills to 
enhance your practice in the setting.   
 
This course will help you to reflect on current practice involving the whole 
team and provide practical strategies to make the whole process effective, 
having a positive impact on your setting. 
 
This is a stand-alone course which is one of 5 leadership and management 
courses offered across the year.  Together they will provide valuable 
support to leaders and managers.  In addition, supporting materials are 
available on the VLE to further supplement knowledge and understanding. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 8th December 2017 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Leadership and Management Support Programme 

Self-evaluation and Planning for 

Improvement 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
leaders, managers, deputies 
or room leaders seeking to 
improve and develop 
supervision with their staff. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore how supervision 
can support staff to work 
effectively in their roles. 
 
To gain an understanding of 
how coaching and mentoring 
can support the development 
and learning of professional 
potential in individuals and 
team. 
 
To provide an opportunity to 
practise skills in coaching and 
mentoring staff. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will help you to reflect on supervision in your setting and will 
introduce you to coaching and mentoring skills as tools to support you in 
this key aspect of leadership and management. 
 
Coaching is “a way of working alongside someone, giving him/her an 
opportunity to set goals and support to achieve them.” 

The Essential Guide to Coaching and Mentoring, Tollhurst 2010, p3. 
 

Rodd (Leadership in Early Childhood 2006, p174) considers coaching as a 
means for practitioners “to deepen their learning, improve their 
performance and enhance the quality of provision in settings”. 
 
This interactive session will support leaders and managers to reflect on 
practice through professional dialogue, building skills in coaching and 
mentoring which will support them in developing staff. 
 
This is a stand-alone course which is one of 5 leadership and management 
courses offered across the year.  Together they will provide valuable 
support to leaders and managers.  In addition, supporting materials are 
available on the VLE to further supplement knowledge and understanding. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 20th April 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Leadership and Management Support Programme 

Supervision, Coaching and 

Mentoring 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is aimed at new 
Officers of a Committee and 
also at more experienced 
Officers who would like to 
network with committee 
members from other settings 
to share experiences and 
best practice. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To provide an opportunity to 
network and discuss common 
issues and concerns. 
 
To identify support available 
to committee members. 
  
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
As an Officer of the Committee, do you fully understand the roles and 
responsibilities of a voluntary organisation?  Do you know about the VLE 
and the information available to you? Are you confident that you can 
recruit replacements when your time as a Committee Officer is up? 
 
This support network, facilitated by the Early Years Business Development 
team, is an informal opportunity for Officers of the Committee to get 
together and network with others in a similar role, to learn from each 
other’s experiences, to discuss common issues, and to start to plan for 
future succession. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 6th November 2017 
7.00pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Wednesday 24th January 2018 
7.00pm – 8.30pm  
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Wednesday 20th June 2018 
7.00pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Years Business Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Support Network for Committees 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This information session is for 
leaders and managers who 
wish to reflect on their 
provision for two year olds. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
the mechanism of the 
Toddler Quality Toolkit (TQT). 
 
To develop an understanding 
of how the TQT will support 
your work with two year olds. 
 
To be confident on the 
delivery model/costings and 
the support offered by the 
Early Years team. 
 
To have an opportunity to 
access materials which help 
to celebrate, reflect, enhance 
and impact upon your 
provision for two year olds. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Do you want to provide an environment that really supports two year 
olds?  This could be the way forward to providing the best possible start 
for all your two year olds to enable them to flourish and learn. 

The toolkit will enable practitioners to reflect on their current practice and 
how they meet the specific needs of two year olds, keeping the child at 
the centre ‘what is it like for me here?’ 

The toolkit will support you to: 

 Reflect on the challenges and delights of working and playing with 
this particular age group 

 Reflect on what an enabling learning environment should look like 

 Reflect on the invaluable role of the practitioner in supporting two 
year olds 

 Develop high quality provision 

This session will provide leaders and managers with the information they 
require in order to make a decision regarding purchasing this support 
package from the Early Years Team.  Attending this session does not 
commit you in any way to purchasing these materials. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 17th January 2018 
6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
OR 
Tuesday 15th May 2018 
6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp  BOOK A PLACE 

Toddler Quality Toolkit Information 

for pre-schools and nurseries 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners who have an 
interest in discovering more 
about the wide range of 
educational approaches 
which have informed our 
own Early Years Foundation 
Stage curriculum. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the principles 
underpinning a range of 
international approaches to 
early years. 
 
To reflect upon how different 
approaches influence current 
provision. 
 
To consider how to further 
develop practice using ideas 
gained from international 
approaches. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Early years care and education is often widely influenced by practice from 
different parts of the world.  It is valuable for reflective practitioners to 
understand the context in which these approaches were created. 
 
This course will provide opportunities for delegates to gain further insight 
into the background and principles of well-known influential approaches 
such as Reggio Emilia, Te Whariki and Steiner education, and others which 
are less well-known but equally influential. 
 
Delegates will have opportunities to reflect upon the ways in which their 
current practice may have been influenced and gain further ideas to 
inspire future practice. 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 15th November 2017 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Inspiring International Approaches 

to Early Years Education 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp


LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

29 
 

 
Our annual Early Years Conference will take place at the University of the West of England Exhibition 

and Conference Centre, Frenchay Campus, on 

Saturday 3rd March 2018 
The theme of this year’s event will be Inclusive Practice.  In response to feedback from this year’s 

conference we will be changing the format of the day.  As well as a guest keynote speaker we will be 

including opportunities for delegates to attend workshops. 

Be sure to put this date in your diary.  A flyer with 

further details will be available in November. 

 

Feedback from previous conference: 

“Hugely inspiring” 

“I always get a buzz after these conferences and it 

really spurs me on, giving me new ideas to try out with 

the children in my care” 

“Great. Built on and developed my knowledge and understanding of what 

I already do as well as giving many more ideas” 

“Very inspirational – plenty of ideas to share with the team”  

“Inspiring new ideas to enhance outdoor play area without spending too 

much money” 

“Wonderful, informative 

presentation. Lots of 

ideas to take away” 

“Had a brilliant day. Will 

go away feeling 

energised. Can’t wait to put into practice what I have 

learnt” 

“Another great conference, thank you” 
 

 

Early Years Conference 2018 
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

“Caring for children in a home based setting is not just about keeping them happy and safe. It is also about helping 

them to achieve their full potential. In order to do this, it is important that you have a good understanding of 

children’s development and the factors and influences that can affect their development.”   

(Page 109 Home Based Childcare by Sheila Riddall-Leech) 

 

Childminders play an essential role in supporting the education and development of many children across South 

Gloucestershire. To support them in their work, the Early Years Team provide a range of support, primarily 

through individual visits and networks specifically aimed at valuing the uniqueness of their work. In addition to 

this, the full range of early years training is also available to childminders.   

 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

 Support for childminders graded Requires Improvement or Satisfactory 

 Support for vulnerable childminders as detailed in the South Gloucestershire Early Years Improvement 

Offer 

 Support for newly registered childminders 

 An annual visit by a setting support officer 

 24 hour access to the VLE including a suite of online training courses 

 Early Years Helpdesk - telephone and email support from the Early Years team 

 Surgeries 

 Support for children with SEND (See pages 51 - 59) 

 Childminder Network 3 times a year 

 Developing Early Reading Skills for 3 – 4 year olds 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR CHILDMINDERS RATED RI OR INADEQUATE 
 

Once a childminder receives an RI (Requires Improvement) or Inadequate Ofsted grading their 

Setting Support Officer will work with them to develop an intense improvement plan.  This will 

target the areas of development as identified by the inspectors and will grow and develop as 

the childminder improves.  Improvement plans are reviewed regularly in order to support 

childminders to document and celebrate their successes.  The Early Years Team will regularly 

visit the childminder to provide ongoing support and professional development. 

 

Childminders who are still rated Satisfactory and are awaiting inspection will continue to be supported by an 

improvement plan which will help them to continue to improve and embed their practice.  

 

 

Childminding Support from the 

Early Years Team 
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SUPPORT FOR SETTINGS CONSIDERED TO BE VULNERABLE 
 

Sometimes settings rated Good or Outstanding experience difficulties or challenges which may 

result in them becoming vulnerable to dropping their Ofsted grade were they to be inspected.  

In such cases, either the childminder or a member of the Early Years Team could propose the 

childminder becomes ‘vulnerable’.  This enables them to access further bespoke support which 

is detailed in a support plan and regularly reviewed. 

 

Full details, including the criteria for becoming a vulnerable setting, are captured in the document “South 

Gloucestershire Early Yeas Improvement offer”, which is available on the VLE.  If you think you might be a 

vulnerable setting, please contact your Setting Support Officer to discuss your needs. 

 

Please note – If a setting becomes vulnerable, the information is confidential between the Early Years Team and 

the setting.  It does not get shared with any third party. 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR NEWLY REGISTERED CHILDMINDERS 
 

When childminders are newly registered they are able to access support from the Early Years 

Team to develop and embed their practice, with the aim of working towards a good outcome at 

their first inspection.  This support continues until after the childminder has been inspected.  

The level of support and the focus of the work is agreed by the childminder and their Setting 

Support Officer. 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR CHILDMINDERS WHO CLAIM NURSERY EDUCATION GRANT FUNDING 
 

Childminders who claim funding for 2, 3 and 4 year olds are entitled to request an annual 

support visit from their Setting Support Officer.  These provide childminders with an 

opportunity to have a professional discussion about all aspects of their practice and to explore 

how they would like to further develop their work. 

 

To arrange your annual visit please contact your Setting Support Officer or email earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

 

 

SUPPORT FOR CHILDMINDERS WORKING WITH CHILDREN WHO HAVE SEND 
 

Childminders can access information, advice and guidance from Setting Support Officers (SSO), Early Intervention 

Officers (EIO) or Early Support Workers (ESW) to:  

 enhance their inclusive practice 

 support them in understanding their role in working with children who have SEND 

 develop strategies to use with children who have SEND or are displaying challenging or 

complex behaviours 

 compile targets and support plans for individual or groups of children 

 undertake TAC meetings 

 undertake supportive transition meetings 

 implement the graduated response according to the SEND Code of Practice 

 signpost them to other agencies who might be able to provide further support 

 apply for the Inclusion Fund 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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This support is tailored to each setting and child’s individual needs and will take the form of: 

 visits to the childminder’s home to work with the childminder and child 

 email and telephone support 

 comprehensive information on the VLE 

 help desk support 

 

Centrally Funded training will support practitioners to develop their knowledge and understanding of the SEND 

Code of Practice (2015). 

 Early Intervention Networks 

 Inclusion Fund briefing sessions 

 SMART Targets and SCRUFFY Outcomes 

 Using the Graduated Approach to support a request for a single EHCP assessment 

 

See Section 3 Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs for more information on courses being run to 

support practitioner knowledge and understanding of working with children who have SEND. 

 

 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 

 How to Support Young Children’s Speech and Language Development 

 Practical Inspiring Resources and Strategies to Support Young Children with Sensory 

Needs  

 Supporting Mathematical Development 

 Using Communication Strategies to Support Storytelling 

 Zap! Pow! Boom! Superhero and gun play in the early years 

 1 x Saturday Childminding Workshop Day (choice of 6 workshops am/pm) 

 Early Years Conference 

 Access to other training as advertised 

 Toddler Quality Toolkit programme 

 Additional Setting Support Officer visits 

 Childminding Introductory Course (ChIC) for prospective childminders 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is suitable for 
all childminders including 
newly registered and 
experienced childminders. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To disseminate information 
and updates that affect 
practice. 
 
To provide an opportunity to 
receive details of latest 
national and local 
information. 
 
To provide an opportunity to 
network, discuss information 
received, and share good 
practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Keeping up to date with local and national information is a challenge for 
all childminders.  These networks will provide childminders with the 
opportunity to come together to share information and to engage in 
professional discussion and dialogue.  Meetings will be structured to 
provide: 

 Local and national updates 

 An opportunity to discuss and explore a current early years topic 
or theme 

 An opportunity for childminders to share good practice and learn 
from each other 

The focus for the meeting will be posted on the VLE one month in 
advance. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
All sessions will run 7.00pm – 9.00pm at Bradley Stoke Community School 
(Primary Phase) 
 
Wednesday 1st November 2017 OR 
Wednesday 8th November 2017 OR 
Monday 13th November 2017 
 
Thursday 8th February 2018 OR 
Monday 19th February 2018 OR 
Monday 26th February 2018 
 
Thursday 10th May 2018 OR 
Tuesday 22nd May 2018 OR 
Thursday 24th May 2018 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Section Title Childminder Network 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for all 
childminders, newly 
registered or experienced, 
who wish to explore and 
reflect on how they can ignite 
a child’s interest as they 
begin to read and write. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an understanding 
of why it is important to 
encourage children to 
develop early reading. 
 
To explore strategies that 
practitioners can use to 
develop children’s early 
reading skills. 
 
To create resources that will 
enable practitioners to reflect 
on the setting’s environment 
and practice. 
 

 

 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“One in five 11 year olds in England cannot read well, rising to one in three 
among those from disadvantaged backgrounds.” 

Read On Get On (2015) 
 
How can we support all children to develop a love of books and why is it 
important in children so young?  In today’s busy and increasingly 
technological world how do we ensure children have the opportunity to 
explore books and print both in our settings and at home?  How do 
reading skills weave themselves throughout all areas of the EYFS? 
 
This practical session is designed to support childminders working with 
children aged 3 – 4.  There will be opportunities to explore and share 
ideas, research and strategies to help you develop early reading skills both 
indoors and outdoors. 
 
“If we don’t learn to love books we don’t read.  And if we don’t read 
widely, we don’t think deeply.” 

Michael Rosen 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 6th June 2018 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Developing Early Reading Skills 

for 3 – 4 year olds 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for all 
childminders, newly 
registered or experienced, 
who wish to update their 
knowledge and 
understanding of language 
development. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand language and 
communication development 
from birth to four years. 
 
To explore how to assess 
children’s communication 
skills, plan to ensure progress 
and make the ‘best fit’ 
judgements.  
 
To explore practical activities 
to support children’s speech 
and language development. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“…. development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich 
language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing 
themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.” 

EYFS Statutory Guidance, para 1.5 
 
This course will provide practical opportunities for exploring this prime 
area of learning in the EYFS.  It will help participants to make links 
between children’s learning and their practice whilst considering how 
Development Matters can be used to promote high quality practice in this 
area. 
 
We will look at how a ‘tuned in’ adult is pivotal to the child’s early 
communication skills and how adults use of visual aids supports children’s 
language skills. 
 
By the end of the session you will have gained knowledge and basic 
understanding of how early speech and communication is acquired by 
young children. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 14th May 2018 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

How to Support Young Children’s 

Speech and Language Development 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
childminders who wish to 
explore creative, imaginative 
and practical ways of 
supporting children with 
sensory difficulties. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an understanding 
and awareness of the sensory 
needs of children. 
 
To consider practical ideas to 
support the physical and 
behaviour needs of children, 
looking at the value of 
movement breaks to support 
children’s physical and 
sensory needs. 
 
To create and design practical 
activities and resources to 
support specific individual 
needs for children in a home-
based setting. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Most of us unconsciously learn to combine our senses (sight, sound, smell, 
touch, taste, balance and the sense of our body in space) in order to 
understand our environment.  Some children struggle with this and these 
are children with sensory needs.   
 
This course will run as a practical session, looking more in depth at 
sensory seeking or avoidance behaviours you may notice displayed by 
some children.  We will discuss the impact of this for the child, the 
environment and the resources you have available, and explore strategies 
to help support your next steps for these children. 
 
The session is designed to share ideas and resources to support children’s 
creative, physical and sensory development.  Childminders will be given 
the opportunity to plan and design their own activities and resources, and 
share ideas to support good practice.  Childminders will gain confidence in 
supporting children with sensory needs through the use of sensory 
strategies, techniques and activities to increase focus and attention, and 
to allow children to be ready to learn and achieve. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 14th December 2017 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Practical Inspiring Resources and 

Strategies to Support Children with 

Sensory Needs 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This workshop is for all 
childminders who want to 
develop their children’s 
mathematics through 
practical activities. We will be 
aiming it towards all children 
so maths activities can be 
enjoyed by all ages.  
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To identify the importance of 
the role of the childminder in 
developing children’s 
mathematics. 
 
To explore practical ideas 
which can be used within 
your home, to develop 
mathematics throughout a 
home-based setting and 
when out and about. 
 
To understand the language 
of maths and how to use this 
in practice (language and 
questioning) to assist children 
in progressing in their 
learning. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Learning maths is an adventure into the unknown.  The ideas we adults 
take for granted are a wild, unexplored country to our children.” 

Gaskins, D 
 
Are you struggling with ideas to support Maths in your home?  Do you 
provide mathematical resources but wonder how you, as a childminder, 
can extend children’s development through these resources? 
 
Don’t panic! You are not alone.  Mathematics is often the most 
challenging area for all practitioners to observe, assess and plan for.   
 
As a childcare professional you can make a real difference to ensure 
every child has a chance to become a confident learner and user of 
mathematics.  This workshop will give you confidence to use 
mathematical language which can ‘significantly increase children’s 
growth in understanding mathematical concepts’ (Klibanoff 2006).  We 
will consider ideas which you can easily replicate in the home, exploring 
all aspects of this area of learning from Number to Space, Shapes and 
Measure to stimulate their thinking and enrich their learning.  
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 20th November 2017 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Supporting Mathematical 

Development 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
childminders interested in 
learning simple 
communication strategies to 
enhance story telling. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an opportunity to 
learn simple Makaton signs 
and symbols to support 
storytelling for all children. 
 
To understand the 
importance of telling stories 
and how this assists 
children’s learning. 
 
To gain a range of practical 
storytelling ideas and 
strategies to support all 
children’s learning. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“People are hungry for stories.  It’s part of our very being.  Storytelling is a 
form of history, of immortality too.  It goes from one generation to 
another.” 

Studs Terkel 
 
Let’s make story times fun for all children.  Would you like to develop your 
storytelling?  Are you interested in including communication strategies to 
enhance storytelling?  If yes, then this course is for you. 
 
We will explore practical interactive ways to share and make stories with 
children, to include introducing simple Makaton signs to support 
storytelling.   
 
We will consider the adult’s role during story time, using the power of 
storytelling to develop children’s:  

 Attention and listening 

 Imagination, creativity and flexible thinking 

 Expressive and receptive language skills 

 Communication and social skills 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 22nd January 2018 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Using Communication Strategies  

to Support Storytelling 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
childminders who want to 
know more about superhero 
play and understand why 
children want, or need, to 
play in this way. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To discuss and debate 
thoughts and feelings of 
superhero and gun play in a 
home-based setting and 
reflect upon your ethos with 
regards to this type of play. 
 
To explore the benefits and 
challenges of superhero and 
gun play upon young 
children’s learning, 
development and wellbeing. 
 
To consider how to develop 
and extend children’s 
superhero and gun play. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Pretend play combines two wondrous and uniquely human characteristics 
– the capacity for fantasy and the capacity for, and need to, make 
meaning of our experiences.” 

Susan Linn 
 
Do you find superhero and gun play challenging in your setting?  Are you 
unsure if children should play in this way? 
 
This subject invites a variety of perceptions and can evoke a varied 
response within the early years.  This course will enable all participants’ 
voices to be heard and respected through discussion, and aims to develop 
knowledge and understanding about this potentially controversial subject.   
 
We will explore how this play can become a safe and valued part of 
children’s play experiences. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 8th March 2018 
7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Zap! Pow! Boom! Superhero and 

gun play in the early years 
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In response to childminders’ requests for Saturday training, we have organised a workshop day on 
Saturday 27th January 2018, specifically for childminders.  This event will take place at 
Abbeywood Community School, New Road, Stoke Gifford, BS34 8QT. 
 
We have six workshops on offer in the morning, with the same workshops repeated in the 
afternoon.  They cover a wide range of topics to support your continuous professional 
development.  
 
Workshops available are: 

 Developing Maths through Practical Activities 

 Exploring Heuristic Play and Treasure Baskets 

 How Does It Work? Provoking the natural curiosity of children aged 3 and 4 

 Provocations to Promote Curiosity in the Outdoors 

 The Importance of Early Identification to Support Children with SEND 

 The Physicality of Writing 
 
Morning workshops will run 9.30am – 12.00pm. 
 
Afternoon workshops will run 1.00pm – 3.30pm. 
 
Full details on each of the workshops are shown on the following six pages. You can book your 
places through the online training booking system in the usual way.  Bookings will be accepted on 
a first come, first served basis, (based on date of payment, not date of booking) so make sure you 
book and pay early to avoid disappointment. 
 
The cost for each workshops is £30.   
 
Please note – your place will not be reserved until payment has been received. 
 
Lunch will not be provided, so if you book a morning and afternoon workshop please be sure to 
bring a packed lunch with you.  A seating area where you can eat your lunch and network with 
other childminders will be provided.   
 
Please note - no refreshments will be allowed in the training rooms. 
 
There is a no-show policy for this event. See page 9 for details. 
 

 

 
 

Childminding Workshop Day 

Saturday 27th January 2018 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for all 
childminders who want to 
develop their children’s 
mathematics through 
practical activities.  We will 
be aiming it towards all 
children within the early 
years range, however like 
most early years activities 
they can be enjoyed by all 
ages. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To identify the importance of 
the role of the childminder in 
developing children’s 
mathematics (language and 
questioning). 
 
To explore an array of 
practical and stimulating 
ideas which can be used 
within your home to develop 
mathematics through the use 
of tuff spots. 
 
To discuss how to capture 
your children’s mathematical 
learning in your observations. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Learning maths is an adventure into the unknown.  The ideas we adults 
take for granted are a wild, unexplored country to our children.” 

 Gaskins, D 
 
Are you struggling with ideas to support Maths in your home?  Do you 
provide mathematical resources but wonder how you, as a childminder, 
can extend their development through these resources?  Don’t panic! You 
are not alone.  Mathematics is often the most challenging area for all 
practitioners to observe, assess and plan for. 
 
As a childcare professional you can make a real difference to ensure every 
child has a chance to become a confident learner and user of 
mathematics.  This workshop will give you confidence to use 
mathematical language which can ‘significantly increase children’s growth 
in understanding mathematical concepts’ (Klibanoff 2006). 
 
We will consider ideas which you can easily replicate in the home, 
exploring all aspects of this area of learning from Number to Space, 
Shapes and Measure to stimulate their thinking and enrich their learning. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Saturday 27th January 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm OR 1.00pm – 3.30pm 
Abbeywood Community School, New Road, Stoke Gifford, BS34 8QT 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Saturday workshop 

Developing Maths through  

Practical Activities 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for all 
childminders who want to 
learn more about heuristic 
play and the benefits of using 
treasure baskets. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an understanding 
of how heuristic play 
promotes young children’s 
development, curiosity and 
learning. 
 
To explore the use of 
effective resources in 
heuristic play. 
 
To consider how to provide 
successful heuristic play 
opportunities. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Collections of natural objects offer children rich sensory experiences and 
are a great way to nourish their brains.” 

Anne O’Connor 
 
Heuristic play was a term coined by child psychologist Elinor Goldschmeid 
in the early 1980s.  Heuristic play described the activity of babies and 
children as they play with, and explore, the properties of ‘objects’.  These 
‘objects’ are things from the real world. 
 
Heuristic play is ingrained in children’s natural curiosity.  Children start to 
learn about the world through using their senses to explore objects.  This 
course will explore how practitioners can support children in developing 
their learning through facilitating heuristic play experiences. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Saturday 27th January 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm OR 1.00pm – 3.30pm 
Abbeywood Community School, New Road, Stoke Gifford, BS34 8QT 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Saturday workshop 

Exploring Heuristic Play and 

Treasure Baskets 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
childminders wanting to learn 
more about how to provoke 
children’s curiosity through 
science. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To provoke children’s 
curiosity through a range of 
practical scientific 
investigations. 
 
To understand the 
importance of Sustained 
Shared Thinking to promote 
children’s learning and 
development. 
 
To explore the different ways 
children learn. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Children have a natural curiosity about the world around them and how 
things work.  Such curiosity needs to be nurtured and harnessed in order 
to stimulate their individual creativity and critical thinking. 
 
This workshop will explore imaginative and FUN ways to develop scientific 
investigations in your home and the outside environment in order to 
provoke children’s curiosity.   
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Saturday 27th January 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm OR 1.00pm – 3.30pm 
Abbeywood Community School, New Road, Stoke Gifford, 
BS34 8QT 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Saturday workshop 

How Does It Work? 
Provoking the natural curiosity of children aged 3 and 4 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
childminders who have 
regular opportunities to use 
the outdoors. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the natural 
environment and how we can 
use it as a learning 
opportunity. 
 
To reflect on how adults can 
support children in becoming 
inquisitive, independent and 
capable learners through 
engaging with the outdoor 
environment. 
 
To identify ways to promote 
and stimulate spontaneous 
language and communication 
with young children 
outdoors. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The environment is often referred to as the third teacher.  This workshop 
will explore what is meant by this in relation to outdoor spaces, especially 
for childminders. 
 
We will explore how we can give as much thought, care and attention to 
the outside as we do to the inside.  We will use our senses to stimulate 
curiosity, imagination, discovery, creativity, awe and wonder.  We will 
consider how we can apply this to supporting children’s learning. 
 
This workshop will be run outside whatever the weather.  Please come 
prepared! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Saturday 27th January 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm OR 1.00pm – 3.30pm 
Abbeywood Community School, New Road, Stoke Gifford, BS34 8QT 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Saturday workshop 

Provocations to Promote Curiosity 

in the Outdoors 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
childminders wishing to 
understand more about how 
to identify and support 
children with additional 
needs in the home 
environment. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
For childminders to 
understand the role of the 
SENCO in following the 
graduated approach as part 
of the Code of Practice. 
 
For childminders to gain a 
range of practical ideas and 
strategies to support a child’s 
primary needs. 
 
For childminders to have an 
opportunity to share ideas 
and seek advice through an 
SEN surgery. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will use theory and practical ideas to follow the graduated 
approach to supporting children and how childminders can support a child 
with additional needs in the home environment. 
 
We will focus on early learning, early communicators, early movers and 
early behaviours and will look at the importance of recognising and 
supporting the individual needs of children in a childminder’s care. 
 
The course will provide four workshops using a carousel model, which will 
focus on: 

 Early talkers and communicators 

 Early learners 

 Early movers and sensory seekers 

 Early behaviours 
 
There will also be an opportunity to have an SEN surgery to discuss early 
identification. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Saturday 27th January 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm OR 1.00pm – 3.30pm 
Abbeywood Community School, New Road, Stoke Gifford, BS34 8QT 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officers/Early Support Workers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Saturday workshop 

The Importance of Early Identification 

to Support Children with SEND 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
childminders who want to 
find out more about early 
writing. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand how children’s 
physical development 
supports early writing skills. 
 
To reflectively evaluate 
children’s opportunities for 
mark making inside and 
outside a home-based 
setting. 
 
To explore practical ways to 
support children’s early 
writing skills through physical 
activities. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“You need to have hundreds of experiences of mark making, large and 
small, with hundreds of different types of mark-making implements and 
media before you focus on pencil and paper.” 

‘Get them talking get them writing’ by Alistair Bryce-Clegg 
 
This course will guide childminders through the importance of physical 
development in supporting children’s early writing skills, from developing 
gross motor skills to building fine motor control. 
 
You will develop an awareness of how to extend children’s mark making 
skills by providing challenge and inspiration throughout the whole learning 
environment. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Saturday 27th January 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm OR 1.00pm – 3.30pm 
Abbeywood Community School, New Road, Stoke Gifford, 
BS34 8QT 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Saturday workshop 

The Physicality of Writing 
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Our annual Early Years Conference will take place at the University of the West of England Exhibition 

and Conference Centre, Frenchay Campus, on 

Saturday 3rd March 2018 
The theme of this year’s event will be Inclusive Practice.  In response to feedback from this year’s 

conference we will be changing the format of the day.  As well as a guest keynote speaker we will be 

including opportunities for delegates to attend workshops. 

Be sure to put this date in your diary.  A flyer with 

further details will be available in November. 

 

Feedback from previous conference: 

“Hugely inspiring” 

“I always get a buzz after these conferences and it 

really spurs me on, giving me new ideas to try out with 

the children in my care” 

“Great. Built on and developed my knowledge and understanding of what 

I already do as well as giving many more ideas” 

“Very inspirational – plenty of ideas to share with the team”  

“Inspiring new ideas to enhance outdoor play area without spending too 

much money” 

“Wonderful, informative 

presentation. Lots of 

ideas to take away” 

“Had a brilliant day. Will 

go away feeling 

energised. Can’t wait to put into practice what I have 

learnt” 

“Another great conference, thank you” 
 

 

Early Years Conference 2018 
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

“South Gloucestershire Council is committed to securing the highest outcomes for all children and young people 

with special educational needs (SEN) and disability.   It is expected that all settings will provide an inclusive 

environment and have well defined SEN processes, protocols and support in place in order to ensure that children 

with a range of additional needs can enjoy and are able to achieve.”   

(Handbook for SEN and Disability for South Gloucestershire Early Years Settings 2015) 
 

The following pages show the range of information, advice and support provided by the Early Years Team to 

childminders and settings. If you wish to develop inclusive practice within your setting or have a concern about a 

child, please contact the Early Years Team to discuss how we can support you – by email: 

earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk or telephone 01454 863355. 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

 Setting visits by a Setting Support Officer (SSO), Early Intervention Officer (EIO) or Early 

Support Worker (ESW) to provide advice on inclusive practice, individual children and 

support with paperwork (see page 53) 

 Early Years Helpdesk – telephone and email support from the Early Years Team 

 24 hour access to comprehensive information on the VLE including online training 

 Early Years Consultation Meetings with an EIO and an Education Psychologist to discuss children causing 

concern (see page 53)   

 

Centrally funded training will support practitioners to develop their knowledge and understanding of the SEND 

Code of Practice (2015).   

 Early Intervention Networks 

 Inclusion Fund Briefings 

 Promoting a Whole Team Approach to SEND in Early Years 

 SMART Targets and SCRUFFY Outcomes 

 Using the Graduated Approach to Support a Request for a Single EHCP Assessment 

 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 

This training has been selected to support practitioners to develop their skills in working with children who have 

SEND. If you require bespoke training in your setting which is not listed here, please contact 

the Early Years Team to discuss your requirements. 

 Bigger than Bluster 

 Portage Workshop 

 Practical Inspiring Resources and Strategies to Support Children with Sensory Needs 

 Understanding and Supporting Children with Social Communication Difficulties or 

Autism in Early Years 

 Using Social Stories to Support Children to Understand Routines and Social Situations 

Supporting Children with Special 

Educational Needs and Disability 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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OVERVIEW 
 

The Early Years Team work with settings and other professionals to support the educational provision for children 

with SEND. This support is currently centrally funded. 

 

Support can be accessed by emailing earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk or telephone 01454 863355. 

 

THE EARLY YEARS TEAM 
 

Settings can access information, advice and guidance from Setting Support Officers (SSO), Early 

Intervention Officers (EIO) or Early Support Workers (ESW) to:  

 enhance their inclusive practice  

 support a new SENCO 

 develop strategies to use with children who have SEND or are displaying challenging or 

complex behaviours 

 compile targets and support plans for individual or groups of children 

 undertake TAC meetings 

 undertake supportive transition meetings 

 implement the graduated response according to the SEND Code of Practice 

 signpost SENCOs to other agencies who might be able to provide further support 

 apply for the Inclusion Fund 

 

This support is tailored to each setting and child’s individual needs. 

 

EARLY YEARS CONSULTATION MEETINGS 
 

If you have been working with a child on a SEND support plan and you are unsure about the 

next steps for you or the child, you may find it useful to attend an Early Years Consultation 

Meeting.  

Through joint discussion with an Educational Psychologist and an EIO, settings will have 

access to more strategies and advice in order to continue supporting the child through the 

Assess, Plan, Do and Review process.   

In order to discuss a child, practitioners will need to bring an information sharing permission slip, signed by the 

parent or carer.  

These meetings are in addition to the programme of surgeries available and will occur termly in Kingswood, Yate 

and Patchway. 

Dates and other information is published on the VLE. 

SEND Support from the  

Early Years Team 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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OVERVIEW 
 

The VLE provides practitioners across South Gloucestershire with a rich source of information, templates and on 

line training. See page 11 for more information on how to access this. 

 

 

SEND PAGES ( EYFS » 5. SEND) 
 

Information is updated regularly and is subject to change. An overview of what is currently 

available is summarised below: 

 SEND Code of Practice 

 The Graduated Response 

 Request for service (Individual referral forms, EHC Request forms etc) 

 Contact details (Health Visitors, Paediatricians etc) 

 Early Years Consultation Meetings (joint surgeries with EIOs and EP’S) 

 The Local Offer 

 SAFeh  

 Communication and Interaction 

 Cognition and Learning 

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

 Sensory and Physical 

 Supporting Parents 

 Social Communication and Autism 

 SEND Transition 

 

 

E-LEARNING ON THE VLE TO SUPPORT SEND 
 

There are numerous e-learning courses available on the VLE to support SEND.  These include: 

 Home visiting 

 Practical strategies to support behaviour in the early years environment 

 The two year old progress check 

 Writing SEND support plans and target setting 

See pages 133 – 154 for further details. 

  

SEND Support on the VLE 

http://sgca.myvle.co.uk/index.php?name=FileZone&z=class
http://sgca.myvle.co.uk/index.php?name=FileZone&z=class&fid=4L24252a27C2X1
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
These events are suitable for 
Childminders and the SENCO 
in your setting. 
 
 
 
 
 

AIMS 
 
To support Childminders and 
SENCOs in settings to develop 
their knowledge and 
understanding of working with 
children who have SEND. 
 
To explore and share 
examples of good practice in 
relation to inclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Keeping up to date with local and national information is a challenge for 
everyone.  These networks will provide Childminders and SENCOs with a 
range of experiences, with opportunities to come together to share 
information and to engage in professional discussion and dialogue.  
Meetings will be structured to provide: 

 Local and national updates 

 An opportunity to discuss and explore a current early years SEND 
topic or theme 

 An opportunity for practitioners to share good practice and learn 
from each other 

 
The focus for the meeting will be posted on the VLE one month prior to 
the meeting taking place. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 11th October 2017, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Cadbury Heath Children’s Centre 
OR 
Thursday 12th October 2017, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

Wednesday 14th March 2018, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Cadbury Heath Children’s Centre 
OR 
Thursday 15th March 2018, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

Wednesday 13th June 2018, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Cadbury Heath Children’s Centre 
OR 
Thursday 14th June 2018, 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates. Not available to others 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officers/Early Support Workers – Early Years Team 

 

 https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Early Intervention Network 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
These briefings are for 
childminders, managers and 
room leaders who work with 
3 – 4 year olds who receive 
the Nursery Education Grant. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To provide an overview of the 
Inclusion Fund 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The Inclusion Fund aims to support settings to give children the best start 
in life as they implement the four guiding principles of the EYFS as 
outlined in the EYFS Statutory Framework 2017 (page 5). 
 
Following consultation with the sector in January 2017, providers agreed 
to 2% being allocated from their hourly rate to support children across the 
Local Authority who have special educational needs or disabilities.  This is 
a briefing session which will provide practitioners with an overview of the 
criteria and process for applying for the Inclusion Fund for children in 
receipt of NEG. 
 
Attendees will be provided with an information pack which they can use in 
their setting. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 22nd September 2017 at Brook Way Activity Centre, Bradley Stoke 
9.30am – 11.00am OR  1.00pm – 2.30pm 
 
Monday 25th September 2017 at Chipping Sodbury Town Hall 
9.30am – 11.00am OR  1.00pm – 2.30pm OR 
4.00pm – 5.30pm OR  7.00pm – 8.30pm 
 
Wednesday 27th September 2017 at Greenfield Centre, Winterbourne 
4.00pm – 5.30pm OR  7.00pm – 8.30pm 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates. Not available to others. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
The Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Inclusion Fund Briefings 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course would be 
appropriate for newly 
appointed SENCOs, or as a 
refresher course for more 
experienced SENCOs, and 
Childminders. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
the whole team approach to 
supporting children under the 
SEND Code of Practice. 
 
To have a clear 
understanding of the role and 
responsibilities for the SENCO 
and staff regarding the SEND 
Code of Practice. 
 
To understand and feel 
confident in following the 
graduated approach once 
concerns have been raised 
for a child. 
 

 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Providers must have arrangements in place to support children with SEN 
or disabilities…. And must have regard to the Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) Code of Practice.”  

(EYFS Statutory Framework, page 29) 
 
As a new SENCO, the SEND Code of Practice can appear to be daunting 
and challenging.  This half-day course will help you to develop your 
understanding of the requirements of the Code of Practice and the role of 
the SENCO in implementing it.  Through group work and discussions there 
will be opportunities to explore: 

 The role and responsibility of the SENCO 

 The role of other staff in the setting in supporting children with 
SEND 

 The processes required to support children once a concern has 
been raised through following the graduated approach 

 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 20th September 2017 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
OR 
Wednesday 21st March 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer/Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

Promoting a Whole Team Approach to 

Special Educational Needs and Disability 

(SEND) in Early Years 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
SENCOs and Childminders 
who wish to gain further 
knowledge of this important 
aspect of supporting children 
with SEND, or more 
experienced SENCOs who 
wish to refresh their 
knowledge. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To be able to identify the 
difference between a target 
and an outcome. 
 
To be able to write SMART 
targets and SCRUFFY 
outcomes. 
 
To effectively use targets and 
outcomes when planning for 
children with SEND. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Early years providers must guide the development of children’s 
capabilities with a view to ensuring that children in their care complete the 
EYFS ready to benefit fully from the opportunities ahead of them.” 

(EYFS Statutory Framework, page 7) 
 
For children who have SEND it is important their next steps are 
developmentally appropriate and their successes are measurable.  This 
half day course will focus on the skills required in order to write 
developmentally appropriate targets for children.  It will also explore how 
outcomes can be measured in order to further support the child’s learning 
and assessment.   
 
Through attending this course practitioners will have a greater 
understanding of how these targets and outcomes will support the 
graduated approach. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 2nd October 2017 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£50 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer/Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 
 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

SMART Targets and SCRUFFY 

Outcomes 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is suitable for 
Childminders, SENCOs 
currently working through 
this process, new SENCOs 
who need to understand the 
process, and those who 
would like a refresher course 
in order to become more 
familiar with the process. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the processes 
of the EHCna. 
 
To understand the graduated 
approach and how it is used 
to inform any request for an 
EHCna. 
 
To have knowledge of 
gathering evidence and 
report writing to support an 
EHCna request. 
 

 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Do you have a child in your setting who is about to undergo a needs 
assessment?  Do you need to understand your role in this?  Do you want 
to know more about the process for the future?  Using the VLE and case 
studies, this course will explore the processes which need to be followed 
when requesting an EHC needs assessment for a child.  The course will 
inform SENCOs about how to collate the graduated approach evidence 
and use it to provide reports which will support an EHC needs assessment 
request. 
 
Prior reading of Chapter 5 of the SEND Code of Practice would be useful 
before attending this course.  The SEND Code of Practice is available in the 
SEND section of the VLE. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 14th November 2017 
1.00pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
OR 
Monday 22nd January 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available to non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer/Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

Using the Graduated Approach to Support a 

Request for a Single Educational, Health and Care 

needs assessment (EHCna) for Children with 

Complex Needs 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
experienced early years 
practitioners, Childminders, 
Reception teachers and 
Teaching Assistants. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To identify factors affecting 
children’s behaviour. 
 
To explore how adult 
interactions and responses 
can affect behaviours. 
 
To extend practitioner 
knowledge of how to support 
challenging behaviour 
through practical strategies. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“What we sometimes see as a failure to behave properly is actually a 
failure to communicate properly.” 
 
Interpreting children’s challenging behaviour, is it anger or anxiety?  Do 
you react or respond?   
 
Delegates will discuss and identify factors affecting children’s behaviour.  
This practical course, using role play, examples and practical tasks that 
practitioners can apply in their own settings, will include ideas to build 
resilience, with references to Janet Rose and Emotion Coaching UK, 
mental health and wellbeing and mindfulness techniques. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 17th January 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase)  
AND 
Wednesday 7th February 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase)  

 

COST 
 
£50 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£100 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Support Worker – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

 

Bigger than Bluster 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
Childminders, SENCOs and 
practitioners working with 
children with SEND and 
needing to understand the 
setting of clear, long term 
goals. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an understanding 
of how to achieve real, 
meaningful inclusion in your 
setting. 
 
To develop links and gain 
access to support from highly 
skilled Portage professionals 
working in the field of early 
years/SEND. 
 
To improve everyday practice 
to the benefit of all children, 
not just those with additional 
needs. 
 
To learn strategies for 
planning suitable activities, 
assessing progress and 
recording children’s 
successes. 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is a certificated training course delivered by National Portage 
Association Accredited Trainers. The Portage Workshop is an introduction 
to the Portage Approach to working with children with additional needs 
and their families.  
 
The workshop has a core curriculum consisting of seven modules: 

1. The Portage Model and its relevance to Early Years Settings 
2. Helping Children Learn – Using Clear Language 
3. Helping Children Learn – Planning for Success 
4. Helping Children Learn – A Small Steps Approach 
5. Examples of Planning, Recording and Sharing 
6. Supporting the Development of Play 
7. Positive Approaches to Children’s Behaviour 

 
Participants will gain practical strategies, ideas and resources that can be 
used straight away within the home or setting, to differentiate and 
provide for children with additional needs. 
 
Refreshments will be provided but please bring a packed lunch. 
 
For further information about this training contact Jeannette Walker: 
Jeannette.walker@southglos.gov.uk  
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th November 2017 
9.30am – 4.30pm at the Training Rooms, Kingswood Civic Centre 
AND 
Monday 15th January 2018 
9.30am – 1.00pm at the Training Rooms, Kingswood Civic Centre 
 

COST 
 
£200 per delegate – your setting will be invoiced for your place. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Jeannette Walker, Accredited Portage trainer and Portage Home Visitor 
and Jillian Sawyer, Wiltshire Portage Service 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Portage Workshop 

A Small Steps Approach to Learning for Children with SEND 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
practitioners who wish to 
explore creative, imaginative 
and practical ways of 
supporting children with 
sensory difficulties. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an understanding 
and awareness of the sensory 
needs of children. 
 
To consider practical ideas to 
support the physical and 
behaviour needs of children, 
looking at the value of 
movement breaks to support 
children’s physical and 
sensory needs. 
 
To create and design practical 
activities and resources to 
support specific individual 
needs for children in your 
setting. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Most of us unconsciously learn to combine our senses (sight, sound, smell, 
touch, taste, balance and the sense of our body in space), in order to 
understand our environment.  However, a proportion of the population do 
not and these are the children with sensory needs.   
 

This course will run as a practical session, looking in depth at sensory 
seeking or avoidance behaviours you may notice displayed by some 
children in your setting.  We will discuss the impact of this for the child, 
the setting and the resources you have available, looking at strategies to 
help support your next steps for these children. 
 

The session is designed to share ideas and resources to support children’s 
creative, physical and sensory development.  Practitioners will be given 
the opportunity to plan and design their own activities and resources, and 
to share ideas to support good practice.  Practitioners will gain confidence 
in supporting children with sensory needs through the use of sensory 
strategies, techniques and activities to increase focus and attention, 
allowing children to be ready to learn and achieve. 
 

Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

(Those who have previously attended ‘Practical Inspiring Resources and 
Strategies to Support ALL Children’ should not attend this course.) 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 7th March 2018 
9.15am – 3.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£50 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£100 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Support Workers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

Practical Inspiring Resources and Strategies 

to Support Children with Sensory Needs 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This three-part course is aimed at 
all practitioners, including 
childminders, seeking a greater 
understanding of these needs in 
children. It would be suitable for 
practitioners who are currently 
working with children with these 
specific needs. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
children with social 
communication difficulties or 
autism. 
 
To use the knowledge gained to 
underpin practice and to be able 
to disseminate strategies and 
practices to colleagues both 
during and after the course. 
 
To feel more confident with 
planning, communicating and 
working with children with social 
communication difficulties and 
autism. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“The most interesting people you’ll find are ones that don’t fit into 
your average cardboard box.  They’ll make what they need, they’ll 
make their own boxes.”                                         (Dr Temple Grandin) 

This is an in depth course on supporting children with social 
communication difficulties.  This three-part course will look at how 
these difficulties affect a child’s language, communications and social 
interactions and explore how best to support these children’s 
behaviours and sensory needs within the early years environment.  
Practical strategies will be shown and discussed throughout this 
course. 
 

Session 1 will look at the differences and the range of abilities that 
children with these specific needs present with and the adult’s role in 
supporting children with those needs. 
Session 2 will look at how the difficulties with sensory processing 
impact upon the child and the role of the adult to support behaviours 
and differences. 
Session 3 will look at the use of individual communication systems 
for children with ASC and how the adult role, and the environment, 
can be adapted to support these children. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE (Cohort 1) 
 
Wednesday 15th November 2017 
AND 
Wednesday 6th December 2017 
AND 
Monday 8th  January 2018 
All sessions 1.00pm – 4.00pm  
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£80 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£160 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer/Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

Understanding and Supporting Children 

with Social Communication Difficulties or 

Autism in Early Years (Cohort 1) 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This three-part course is 
aimed at all practitioners, 
including childminders, 
seeking a greater 
understanding of these needs 
in children.  It would be 
suitable for practitioners who 
are currently working with 
children with these specific 
needs. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
children with social 
communication difficulties or 
autism. 
 
To use the knowledge gained 
to underpin practice and to 
be able to disseminate 
strategies and practices to 
colleagues both during and 
after the course. 
 
To feel more confident with 
planning, communicating and 
working with children with 
social communication 
difficulties and autism. 
 

 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“The most interesting people you’ll find are ones that don’t fit into your 
average cardboard box.  They’ll make what they need, they’ll make 
their own boxes.”                                                        (Dr Temple Grandin) 

This is an in depth course on supporting children with social 
communication difficulties.  This three-part course will look at how 
these difficulties affect a child’s language, communications and social 
interactions and explore how best to support these children’s 
behaviours and sensory needs within the early years environment.  
Practical strategies will be shown and discussed throughout this course. 
 

Session 1 will look at the differences and the range of abilities that 
children with these specific needs present with and the adult’s role in 
supporting children with those needs. 
Session 2 will look at how the difficulties with sensory processing 
impact upon the child and the role of the adult to support behaviours 
and differences. 
Session 3 will look at the use of individual communication systems for 
children with ASC and how the adult role, and the environment, can be 
adapted to support these children. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE (Cohort 2) 
 
Wednesday 15th November 2017 
AND 
Wednesday 6th December 2017 
AND 
Monday 8th January 2018 
All sessions 5.00pm – 8.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£80 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£160 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer/Setting Support Officer – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

Understanding and Supporting Children 

with Social Communication Difficulties or 

Autism in Early Years (Cohort 2) 

 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is suitable for SENCOs, 
practitioners and Childminders 
who are supporting children with 
social communication needs. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of how 
social stories support children’s 
understanding of social rules and 
situations. 
 
To understand the importance 
and value of using a social story 
for a child with social 
communication difficulties. 
 
To be able to use the language of 
social stories to create a story for 
a specific child and situation. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
What is a social story?  Devised by Carol Gray in 1991, a social story 
works to help prevent the most common misunderstandings that can 
affect social interactions for those with social communication 
difficulties or autism.  The stories support them to learn more 
effective responses and to develop self-esteem. 
 
This course will look at how using a social story can support a child to 
understand social rules and situations in an early years setting. 
 
We will consider how social stories, and the type of language used 
with children with social communication needs, are so important. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 8th February 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Early Intervention Officer – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

 

Using Social Stories to Support Children to 

Understand Routines and Social Situations 
This course will support children with social communication 

difficulties or high levels of anxiety 

BOOK A PLACE 
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WHAT IS MAKATON? 

 
Makaton is a language programme using signs and symbols to help people to communicate. It is designed to 
support spoken language and the signs and symbols are used with speech, in spoken word order. 

With Makaton, children and adults can communicate straight away using signs and symbols. Many people then 
drop the signs or symbols naturally at their own pace, as they develop speech. 

For those who have experienced the frustration of being unable to communicate meaningfully or effectively, 
Makaton really can help. Makaton takes away that frustration and enables individuals to connect with other 
people and the world around them. This opens up all kinds of possibilities. 

Makaton uses speech with signs (gestures) and symbols (pictures) to help people communicate.  We also use 
facial expression, eye contact and body language to give as much information as possible. 

 
To sleep (sign) 

 
   To sleep (symbol) 

 
    Where (sign) 

 
    Where (symbol) 

 

Over the years, one of the greatest benefits to Makaton users that Something Special has helped achieve is that 
today, it is not unusual to see children out and about, at nursery or in school, using Makaton symbols and signs to 
communicate.  And the best thing?  Their friends know Makaton too! 

Our vision is a world in which all people with learning or communication difficulties are able to communicate, 
participate and achieve their potential. 

Makaton signs and their associated symbols give visual clues to the meaning of words, questions and instructions. 

What are the benefits?  

 Using Makaton reduces frustration 

 Makaton simplifies communication and encourages sociability 

 Makaton provides flexible and complimentary communication 

 Makaton supports equality and inclusion 

 Communication is a human right 

Taken from Makaton website: www.makaton.org 

 

 

Makaton 

http://www.makaton.org/
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CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 

For those practitioners who have already completed certificated Makaton training we provide 

ongoing support through our Makaton Network available three times a year. 

 

 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 

How are you supporting communication in your setting?  Would you like to learn about signs and symbols and 
how this benefits children, young people and adults as a tool for lifelong learning? 

The Early Years Team provide a suite of Makaton courses including: 

 Makaton Taster session 

 Makaton Taster workshop for parents/carers 

 Makaton Beginners 1 workshop (certificated) 

 Makaton Beginners 2 workshop (certificated) 

 Makaton Follow-Up workshop (certificated) 

 Makaton Foundation workshop (certificated) 

 Makaton Refresher 

 

Pathway and Next Steps: 

Makaton Beginners 1&2           Makaton Follow-up Workshop (Stages 5-8)               Makaton Local Tutor 

OR 

Makaton Foundation                Makaton Enhancement (stages 5-8)                 Makaton Regional Tutor 

 

BECOMING A MAKATON FRIENDLY SETTING 
 
Would you like to embed Makaton in your setting and apply to become a Makaton friendly setting? Contact us to 
ask about using the reflection audit to consider how you are using Makaton signs and symbols inclusively. 

 

BESPOKE TRAINING PACKAGES 

 
Would you like to enhance your inclusive practice working alongside a Makaton tutor to embed Makaton 
throughout your daily practice, at story or signing times, or developing your small group and language group 
times?  A bespoke support package can be considered to meet your needs. 

Have you considered using your Early Years Pupil Premium money or Inclusion fund grant to purchase the 
Makaton signs and symbols disc to access core and resource vocabulary signs and symbols? 

Book onto Makaton training or contact earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk for more information. 

 

  

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for 
practitioners and staff who 
have already completed 
certificated Makaton training 
such as Beginners 1&2 or 
Foundation workshops and 
are using it within their 
setting. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To reflect on your personal 
signing and your settings’ 
Makaton practice. 
 
To learn some new Makaton 
signs and discuss practical 
ways to use signs and 
symbols in everyday 
situations. 
 
To share good practice with 
other settings. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This network provides an opportunity for practitioners who have already 
completed certificated Makaton training to refresh and recap signs from 
stages 1-4 and discuss practical ways to use signs and symbols in everyday 
situations  
 
We will stay informed of Makaton developments and look at themes to 
support and develop your Makaton practice such as festivals, songs, 
animals, colours and those found on the Makaton website. 
 
It is an opportunity to network, share challenges and good practice. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 17th October 2017 
6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Wednesday 7th March 2018 
6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Makaton Network 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This session is aimed at 
practitioners wanting to dip 
their toe into finding out a 
little bit about what Makaton 
is and to learn a few signs 
before deciding whether or 
not to attend further 
Makaton training. 

 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To find out about what 
Makaton is. 
 
To learn approximately 25 
signs and symbols. 
 
To think about how to use 
those signs in practice. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Signs and symbols give extra information which can be seen.  Research 
has shown that signs and gestures are easier to learn than spoken 
words. This helps build and develop important communication and 
language skills.” 

www.makaton.org 
 
 
This Makaton taster allows practitioners to have a basic understanding of 
what Makaton is, why we use it and to learn a few signs that support 
communication, understanding and interactions. It should act as a 
springboard to accessing further Makaton workshops such as Beginners 1 
and 2 or Foundation workshops. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 11th April 2018 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£20 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£40 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Makaton Taster Session 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This is aimed at 
parents/carers who would 
like to find out a little bit 
about what Makaton is, what 
the benefits are and to learn 
a few signs. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To find out about what 
Makaton is. 
 
To learn approximately 25 
signs and symbols. 
  
To think about how to use 
those signs in practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Signs and symbols give extra information which can be seen.  Research 
has shown that signs and gestures are easier to learn than spoken 
words. This helps build and develop important communication and 
language skills.” 

www.makaton.org 
 
This Makaton taster allows parents/carers to have a basic understanding 
of what Makaton is, why we use it and to learn a few signs that support 
communication, understanding and interactions.  
 
Settings and schools may find it useful to signpost parents/carers to this 
workshop. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 6th November 2017 
12.30pm – 2.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Wednesday 11th April 2018 
9.30am – 11.30am 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£20 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£40 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Makaton Taster Session  

for Parents/Carers 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This practical course is for 
people who have an interest 
in communication, who 
would like to know about 
Makaton and learn the signs 
and symbols for stages 1, 2, 3 
and 4. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an understanding 
through a practical 
introduction to the Makaton 
Language Programme. 
 
To learn signs and symbols 
from stages 1,2,3,4 from the 
core vocabulary and the 
additional signs. 
 
To discuss and develop ways 
in which to use Makaton 
within everyday situations at 
home or work. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Being able to communicate is one of the most important skills we need in 
life. Makaton uses signs, symbols and speech to help people communicate. 
Makaton is extremely flexible as it can be personalised to an individual's 
needs and used at a level suitable for them.” 

www.makaton.org 
 
The Makaton beginner’s workshop consists of four modules.  You will 
learn Makaton signs and symbols for stages 1 – 4.  You will receive a 
certificate of attendance and booklet which includes signs and symbols 
when you have attended all sessions. 
 
Once completed you can attend Makaton Networks for continuing 
professional development, sharing ideas, strategies, signs and symbols. 
 
No previous experience of Makaton is required to attend this course. 
 
Please bring a packed lunch as no lunches will be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 22nd March and Friday 23rd March 2018 
9.15am – 3.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£120 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£120 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
The cost of this course includes a resource book for participants to use in 
their setting. 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Makaton Beginners 1 & 2 

Workshop 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
The Makaton Follow-up 
course is a practical 
workshop for anyone who 
has completed Makaton 
Beginners 1&2 and would like 
to learn stages 5-8.  
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To learn signs and symbols 
for core vocabulary stages 5-
8 to help in practical 
situations. 
 
To discuss and develop ways 
in which to use Makaton 
within everyday situations at 
home or work. 
 
To embed signs and symbols 
from stages 1-4. 
 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Today over 100,000 children and adults, use Makaton symbols and signs. 
Most people start using Makaton as children then naturally stop using the 
signs and symbols as they no longer need them. However, some people 
will need to use Makaton for their whole lives.” 

www.makaton.org 
 
The Makaton Follow-Up Workshop helps you to improve and develop your 
signing and symbol skills and how to use them effectively every day.  You 
will revise the signs and symbols you learned during the Beginners 1 & 2 
Workshop and learn the signs and symbols for Stages 5 - 8 of the Core 
Vocabulary. 

You will receive a certificate of attendance and booklet which includes 
signs and symbols when you have attended all sessions.  Once completed 
you can attend Makaton Networks for continuing professional 
development, sharing ideas, strategies, signs and symbols 
 
Please bring a packed lunch as no lunches will be provided. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 14th May and Monday 21st May 2018 
9.15am – 3.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£120 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£120 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
The cost of this course includes a resource book for participants to use in 
their setting. 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
BOOK A PLACE 

Makaton Follow-Up Workshop 

(Stages 5 – 8) 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
The Foundation Workshop is 
best suited for professionals 
wanting to learn and 
implement Makaton within 
their workplace. This 
workshop provides a detailed 
introduction to Makaton and 
has a balance of theory and 
practice. 

 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an understanding 
through a practical and 
theoretical introduction to 
the Makaton Language 
Programme. 
 
To learn signs and symbols 
from stages 1-4 from the core 
vocabulary and the additional 
signs.  
 
To discuss and develop ways 
in which to use Makaton 
within everyday situations 
within the workplace. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
During this course you will learn stage 1 - 4 plus additional signs and 
symbols and develop a deeper understanding of Makaton including how 
research confirms the benefits of using Makaton for all. 
 
You will receive a certificate of attendance and booklet which includes 
signs and symbols when you have attended all sessions. 
 
Once completed you can attend Makaton Networks for continuing 
Professional Development, sharing ideas, strategies, signs and symbols 
 
Please bring a packed lunch as no lunches will be provided. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 2nd February + Friday 9th February 2018  
9.15am – 3.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£120 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£120 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
The cost of this course includes a resource book for participants to use in 
their setting. 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Makaton Foundation Workshop 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This workshop is for 
participants who have 
previously completed 
Makaton Beginners 1&2 OR 
Foundation workshop and 
would like to refresh these 
signs and symbols. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To review Makaton signs 
from beginners or foundation 
workshops. 
 
To reflect on Makaton 
practice individually and in 
the setting. 
 
To feel more confident in 
using Makaton signs and 
symbols. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Makaton Top tips: 
 Using Makaton is fun! 
 Use signs and symbols as much and as often as you can. 
 Always speak as you sign or use symbols. 
 Offer lots of encouragement. 
 Don't give up!  It may take a while but it is worth it in the end. 

www.makaton.org 
 
Have you completed a Makaton workshop but forgotten the signs? 
Use it or you lose it! 
 
We will revise Makaton signs and symbols from stages 1-4 and develop 
confidence in using them and discuss practical ways to embed them in 
everyday situations. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 1st December 2017 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Makaton Refresher 
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

“Children are born ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact with other people and the 

world around them. Development is not an automatic process, however, it depends on each unique child having 

opportunities to interact in positive relationship and enabling environments.” Development Matters page 2. 

 

Courses in this section explore the exciting way in which young children learn and the key role of both adults and 

the learning environment in supporting and stimulating children’s learning. Settings can select to purchase 

individual setting visits if they wish to further develop and enhance their curriculum provision. Please contact the 

Early Years Team at earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk to discuss your requirements.   

 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

The following courses have been selected to be centrally funded in order to ensure children 

are supported to develop secure foundations in literacy and develop into confident readers 

and writers and to reflect South Gloucestershire’s drive to improve outcomes for all children. 

 

 Baby Room Network 

 Developing Children’s Maths and Literacy Outdoors 

 Developing Early Reading Skills for 3 – 5 year olds 

 Disadvantaged Groups Network 

 Enabling Environments to Promote Literacy for 2 – 3 year olds 

 Enabling Environments to support Literacy for 3 – 4 year olds  

 Fun with Phonics for Babies and Toddlers 

 Fun with Phonics for Three and Four year olds 

 Gender Matters – meeting the unique needs of boys and girls 

 Network for Practitioners Working with Two Year Olds 

 Play it, Talk it, Write it 

 Using Drama and Props to Promote Writing for 3 – 4 year olds 

 

Outcomes for children at the end of the EYFS indicate children from disadvantaged backgrounds do not do as well 

as other children. To support improving the outcomes for disadvantaged children, the following network is being 

centrally funded. 

 

 Disadvantaged Groups Network 

 

Leaders and Managers may also wish to use their Annual Visit as a way of further exploring how to support 

children from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 

 

Supporting Children’s 

Learning 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 

The following have been selected to support practitioners to develop their knowledge 

and skills in supporting and nurturing children’s learning. If you require bespoke training 

in your setting, please contact the Early Years Team to discuss your requirements. 

 

 Bespoke setting visits by a Setting Support Officer to develop an aspect of practice or 

curriculum knowledge.  

 Challenging the More Able Child – does your environment motivate and excite? 

 Child Development – how do children acquire good communication and language skills in the early years? 

 Child Development – physical development birth to four 

 Child Development – social and emotional development 

 Conflict Resolution 

 Expressive Art and Design – providing an environment that supports children’s creativity 

 How to Promote Creativity using the Media of Paint – a way of expressing thoughts, ideas and feelings 

 I’m not sorry! 

 In the Moment Planning 

 Listening to the Child’s Voice 

 Practical Activities to Support Two Year Olds in your Setting 

 Promoting Mathematical Development through Creativity 

 Reflective Documentation 

 Understanding the World through Science/Technology based Activities 

 Where in the World am I? 

 Working with Families – the key to promoting children’s learning and development 
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OVERVIEW 
 

The VLE provides practitioners across South Gloucestershire with a rich source of information, templates and on 

line training. See page 11 for more information on how to access this. 

 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT PAGES ( EYFS » 1. Learning and Development) 
 

Information is updated regularly and is subject to change. An overview of what is currently 

available is summarised below: 

 The Learning Environment 

 Learning Outside 

 Observation Assessment and Planning 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal Social and Emotional Development 

 Literacy 

 Maths 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 The Characteristics of Effective Teaching 

 Baby Practice 

 Two Year Olds 

 Development Matters and EYFS 

 Early Years Pupil Premium 

 

E-LEARNING ON THE VLE TO SUPPORT CHILDREN’S LEARNING 
 

There is a large number of e-learning courses on the VLE to support children’s learning, including the following: 

 

 Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 Creating Patterns in Play 

 Effective Monitoring and Tracking 

 Encouraging the Physicality of Writing 

 Inspiring Spaces – Secret Hiding Spaces 

 Maths – Exploring and Understanding Shape, Space and Measure 

 Maths – Planning for Progress in Numbers (3 – 5 years) 

 Supporting Mathematical Development 

 Treasure Baskets 

 

See pages 133 - 154 for details of all of the e-learning courses currently available. 

Supporting Children’s 

Learning – Support on the VLE 

http://sgca.myvle.co.uk/index.php?name=FileZone&z=class
http://sgca.myvle.co.uk/index.php?name=FileZone&z=class&fid=4L24252a272Xa23
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for all 
practitioners, including 
childminders, who are 
working with children under 
two years old. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To provide opportunities for 
practitioners to discuss and 
share ideas in a supportive 
peer to peer environment. 
 
To use reflective activities 
which support you to develop 
ideas which you can 
implement in your setting. 
 
To share relevant information 
and updates. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
As a network we aim to be responsive to the needs of the group on an 
ongoing basis and encourage input from delegates about topics covered in 
the sessions.  In addition, each session will include a specific focus which 
will aim to include current research and thinking and provide ideas for 
ways in which settings can proactively improve the experiences for 0 – 2 
year old children in their care. 
 
Focuses will include: 

 Attachments 

 Daily routines and activities 

 Enabling environments 

 Supporting learning in the prime areas 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
All sessions take place at Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Friday 27th October 2017 
9.15am – 11.15am  
 
Monday 29th January 2018 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 
 
Friday 6th April 2018 
9.15am – 11.15am  
 
Monday 23rd July 2018 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Baby Room Network 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners who are new to 
outdoor play and learning 
and those wishing to develop 
their understanding of why 
and how we can incorporate 
maths and literacy into 
outdoor play. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To enhance the outdoor 
provision to support learning. 
 
To use natural resources to 
develop literacy and maths. 
 
To develop practitioners’ 
knowledge in supporting 
children’s interests outdoors. 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Children often learn best outdoors as it suits and supports their learning 
style and motivation.  Their fascinations with sticks, stones and other 
natural resources are a perfect tool and environment to enable children to 
express their knowledge, ideas and curiosity with a subject that is often 
only thought about inside using numbers and pencils. 
 
Come with an open mind for hands-on learning. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather so please bring waterproofs, 
stout shoes and warm clothes. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 14th March 2018 
1.30pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Developing Children’s Maths and 

Literacy Outdoors 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is suitable for 
practitioners who wish to 
explore and reflect on how 
they can ignite a child’s 
interest as they begin to read 
and write. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an understanding 
of why it is important to 
encourage children to 
develop early reading. 
 
To explore strategies that 
practitioners can use to 
develop children’s early 
reading skills. 
 
To create resources that will 
enable practitioners to reflect 
on the setting’s environment 
and practice. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“One in five 11 year olds in England cannot read well, rising to one in three 
among those from disadvantaged backgrounds.” 

Read On Get On (2015) 
 
How can we support all children to develop a love of books and why is it 
important in children so young?  In today’s busy and increasingly 
technological world how do we ensure children have the opportunity to 
explore books and print both in our settings and at home?  How do 
reading skills weave themselves throughout all area of the EYFS? 
 
This practical session is designed to support practitioners working with 
children aged 3 – 4.  There will be opportunities to explore and share 
ideas, research and strategies to help you develop early reading skills both 
indoors and outdoors. 
 
“If we don’t learn to love books we don’t read.  And if we don’t read 
widely, we don’t think deeply.” 

Michael Rosen 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 15th May 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Developing Early Reading Skills  

for 3 to 4 year olds 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for all 
practitioners and Leaders and 
Managers who may have 
specific responsibility for 
overseeing vulnerable 
/disadvantaged children 
within their setting. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the national 
and local picture of the 
attainment gap for the most 
disadvantaged or vulnerable 
children in your care. 
 
To explore all aspects of 
potential vulnerability and 
disadvantage, understand the 
impact and be proactive in 
diminishing differences 
through an equality of 
opportunity. 
 
To identify effective 
strategies which support 
specific vulnerable groups of 
children through a series of 
particular focus areas. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
As a network we aim to be responsive to the needs of the group on an 
ongoing basis.  In addition, each session will include a specific focus 
through a ‘spotlight’. 
 

Session 1 – Spotlight on children in receipt of the Early Years 
Pupil Premium (EYPP) 
Session 2 – Spotlight on children who have Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Session 3 – Spotlight on the traveller and gypsy community 

 
Each session will aim to include current research and thinking and will 
provide you with ways in which you can proactively narrow the gap for the 
most disadvantaged and vulnerable children in your care. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 4th October 2017 
1.30pm – 3.30pm  OR  6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Thursday 25th January 2018 
1.30pm – 3.30pm  OR  6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Tuesday 17th April 2018 
1.30pm – 3.30pm  OR  6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

Disadvantaged Groups  

Network 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners, working with 2 
and 3 year olds, who wish to 
explore and develop their 
understanding of how to 
enhance children’s early 
literacy experiences. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To consider what enabling 
environments for 2 – 3 year 
olds should look like. 
 
To reflect upon the role of 
the environment in providing 
effective learning 
opportunities for children. 
 
To evaluate your individual 
setting’s environment and 
plan ways to enhance it. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The EYFS recognises that ‘the environment is the third teacher’ and an 
enabling environment plays a key role in supporting children’s learning 
and development.  But what does an enabling environment look like? 
 
This course will consider a range of philosophies to consider what makes 
an enabling environment for 2 – 3 year olds and how specific aspects of 
the physical environment provides opportunities for valuable learning to 
take place.  
 
A particular emphasis will be placed on how the environment can 
promote and support children’s early literacy skills such as speaking, mark 
making and early reading. 
 
There will be opportunities to reflect upon your individual environments 
to plan how to make meaningful improvements to provide the best 
learning environment possible for your 2 – 3 year olds. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 18th April 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Enabling Environments to Promote 

Literacy for 2 – 3 year olds 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners, working with 3 
and 4 year olds, who wish to 
explore and develop their 
understanding of how to 
enhance children’s early 
literacy experiences. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To consider what enabling 
environments for 3 – 4 year 
olds should look like. 
 
To reflect upon the role of 
the environment in providing 
effective learning 
opportunities for children. 
 
To evaluate your individual 
setting’s environment and 
plan ways to enhance it. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“There are three teachers of children, adults, other children and the 
physical environment.”  

Loris Malaguzzi 
 
The EYFS recognises that enabling environments play a key role in 
supporting children’s learning and development alongside skilled 
practitioners.  But what should an enabling environment look like? 
 
This course will explore how the physical environment can be designed to 
meet the needs of children aged 3 – 4 and consider what opportunities for 
learning different aspects of the environment have the potential to offer 
in supporting children’s learning. 
 
A particular emphasis will be placed on how the environment can 
promote and support children’s early literacy skills such as speaking, mark 
making and early reading. 
 
There will be opportunities to reflect upon your individual setting and plan 
how to make meaningful enhancements which enable you to get the best 
out of that environment. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 22nd February 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Enabling Environments to Promote 

Literacy for 3 – 4 year olds 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners new to the EYFS 
working with children under 
3 years old.  It is aimed at 
developing your knowledge 
of supporting early 
communication and how this 
links with early reading skills. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the sounds babies 
make and hear and how this 
relates to early 
communication skills. 
 
To understand the 
importance of songs and 
rhymes in supporting young 
children’s early reading. 
 
To explore how to support 
and increase parental 
engagement with their child’s 
early reading skills. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“What other activity enhances our general feeling of wellbeing, develops 
physical co-ordination, improves verbal memory, helps us learn languages, 
generates strong community spirit, increases our capacity for 
mathematical and scientific reasoning and puts us in touch with our 
heritage?”  

Kendal 2001 
 
This course will explore how the use of rhythmic and musical experiences 
support young children’s early phonics and early reading skills.  This will be 
explored through the use of practical activities and discussion time for 
sharing ideas. 
 
Learners will gain a deeper insight into how phonics develops from birth 
as well as practical examples to enhance provision in communication for 
under threes.  We will look through six of the aspects of Phase one of 
Letters and Sounds and will explore practical examples.  We will examine 
how to support home learning and parental engagement in early reading 
through each of the aspects. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 16th February 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Fun with Phonics for  

Babies and Toddlers 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners new to the EYFS 
working with 3 and 4 year 
olds who would like to 
develop their knowledge of 
supporting phonics and early 
reading through the use of 
the Letters and Sounds 
programme.  
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand how phonics 
supports children’s language 
and communication skills 
through the use of Letters 
and Sounds Phase 1. 
 
To explore ways to enhance 
early reading skills through 
fun and practical phonics 
activities. 
 
To explore how to support 
and increase parental 
engagement with their child’s 
emerging reading skills. 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will explore the importance of phonics in supporting young 
children’s language and communication skills and in enhancing emerging 
reading skills through the seven aspects of Phase one of the Letters and 
Sounds programme. This will be explored through practical activities and 
discussion time to share ideas.  
 
We will be exploring the key features of a language rich environment and 
the role of the adult in supporting all children to enjoy a lifelong love of 
language.   
 
Through each aspect we will look at practical activity ideas as well as 
experiences to support home learning and parental engagement in early 
reading.  
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 9th March 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Fun with Phonics for  

Three and Four Year Olds 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for experienced 
practitioners who work with 
children aged 2 – 4 years. 
 
Delegates will be required to 
bring a small amount of pre-
course data (cohort 
overview of boys v girls data) 
to this session. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To consider certain 
physiological differences 
between boys and girls and 
specific characteristics of 
how children learn. 
 
To identify how enabling 
environments can support 
girls and boys uniquely, from 
the physical environment to 
appropriate methods of 
observation assessment and 
planning. 
 
To explore the impact of the 
adult role through our 
attitudes and approaches in 
supporting gender 
differences. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The gender gap for children achieving a good level of development (GLD) 
at the end of the Foundation year has widened in South Gloucestershire.  
Although boys in South Gloucestershire are doing better than they were 
(2015: 68%, 2016: 69.7%) and are outperforming boys nationally, they are 
attaining significantly less well than girls, resulting in the gender gap 
widening. 
 
As practitioners we strive to meet the needs of all children, but are we 
really reflecting and responding to the unique ways in which boys and girls 
learn?  Do we provide an environment which not only supports these 
needs of our children but allows them to soar with a strong sense of value, 
purpose and identity? 
 
In this course we will look at the differences between boys and girls, 
initially through physiological differences such as brain development, 
through to attitudes and approaches of staff.  We will explore how we can 
respond to gender differences in the everyday experiences, activities and 
types of play that we offer, whether in the pre-school or nursery setting or 
a childminder’s home. 
 
Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 1st February 2018 
9.15am – 2.45pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£100 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Gender Matters: Meeting the 

unique needs of boys and girls  
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This network is for all 
practitioners and room 
leaders who work with two 
year olds. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the national 
and local picture of working 
with two year olds. 
 
To explore all aspects of 
providing an environment 
that supports the learning 
and development of two year 
olds. 
 
To identify effective 
strategies which support two 
year olds through a series of 
specific focus areas. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
As a network we aim to be responsive to the needs of the group on an 
ongoing basis.  In addition, each session will include a specific focus. 
 
Each session will aim to include any current research and thinking and will 
provide you with opportunities to problem solve any issues you may be 
experiencing through discussion with fellow practitioners. 
 

Autumn session – ‘What is different about being a two year 
old?’ 
Spring session – ‘Challenges of working with two year olds’ 
Summer session – ‘Learning spaces for two year olds’ 
 

 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 23rd November 2017 
6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Thursday 22nd February 2018 
6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Thursday 28th June 2018 
6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
Not available for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 
 

   

Network for Practitioners 

working with Two Year Olds 

BOOK A PLACE 

Network for Practitioners working 

with Two Year Olds 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
childminders and 
experienced early years 
practitioners with a specific 
interest in providing more 
support to develop pre-
writing and early writing 
skills in children. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand how 
children’s imaginary play 
experiences contribute to 
their being able to mark 
make and write. 
 
To explore ways in which 
children can be supported to 
re-tell their stories. 
 
To explore ways in which 
children’s pre-writing and 
writing skills can be brought 
together and how they can 
be supported to make marks 
and give meaning to them to 
re-tell their stories. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Children engage in a range of exciting imaginary play, often enacting 
complex and intriguing ideas.   
 
This course will consider how to develop stronger imaginative and 
narrative writing skills for pre-school children through unpicking the 
following questions: 
 

 How can we use these ideas to promote the development of 
pre-writing and writing skills?   

 How can we support and encourage them to re-tell those 
stories through their mark making? 

 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 24th January 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Play it, Talk it, Write it! 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners who are looking 
for creative ideas to support 
children’s mark making. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the importance of 
dramatic play in children’s 
development and how this 
can support mark making 
and early writing. 
 
To engage in interactive 
activities using drama and 
props to inspire storytelling 
opportunities. 
 
To identify the role of the 
adult in supporting children 
to record their stories in the 
early years setting. 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Drama and props present an exciting opportunity for children to make 
sense of the world around them, helping them to develop social and 
language skills which, together, form the foundations for early writing.  
When children engage in drama and using props they play out short 
scenarios which are stories in their own right.  Making up stories, 
understanding them, re-enacting them, practising, rehearsing and 
refining them, is a stepping stone to being able to write the story in 
years to come. 
 
This highly practical course will explore a range of activities to stimulate 
children’s imaginative play, extend and strengthen their use of language 
and demonstrate how this contributes to their mark making and writing 
skills. 
 
We will explore a range of ideas and strategies to use in the early years 
setting, exploring the links between children’s language development, 
the stories they tell through their play, and how we as adults can 
support children to write their stories down. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 26th April 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Using Drama and Props to Promote 

Writing for 3 – 4 Year Olds 
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Our annual Early Years Conference will take place at the University of the West of England Exhibition 
and Conference Centre, Frenchay Campus, on 

Saturday 3rd March 2018 
The theme of this year’s event will be Inclusive Practice.  In response to feedback from this year’s 
conference we will be changing the format of the day.  As well as a guest keynote speaker we will be 
including opportunities for delegates to attend 
workshops. 
Be sure to put this date in your diary.  A flyer with 
further details will be available in November. 

 
 

Feedback from previous conference: 

“Hugely inspiring” 

“I always get a buzz after these conferences and it 
really spurs me on, giving me new ideas to try out with 
the children in my care” 

“Great. Built on and developed my knowledge and understanding of 
what I already do as well as giving many more ideas” 

“Very inspirational – plenty of ideas to share with the team”  

“Inspiring new ideas to enhance outdoor play area without spending 
too much money” 

“Wonderful, informative 
presentation. Lots of 
ideas to take away” 

“Had a brilliant day. Will 
go away feeling 
energised. Can’t wait to 

put into practice what I have learnt” 

“Another great conference, thank you” 
 

 

Early Years Conference 2018 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for experienced 
practitioners who would like 
to develop their 
understanding of how to 
support those children whose 
learning is exceeding that of 
their peers. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand what is meant 
by ‘gifted and talented’ and 
how this might present for 
the early years child. 
 
To understand how children 
learn and how we can 
extend/support that learning. 
 
To consider how your 
learning environment 
provides challenge and 
extends play and learning 
opportunities. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will explore how we can support the holistic development of 
children while nurturing any talents they may have.  Practitioners will 
reflect on their understanding of how to support those children whose 
learning is exceeding that of their peers. 
 
During the session we will: 

 Explore accuracies of assessment and ‘best fit’ judgements 

 Explore together the meaning of ‘gifted and talented’ 

 Investigate our understanding of what is meant by ‘challenge’ 

 Share ideas of how to challenge the individual to maintain their 
motivations and interest in learning 

 
At the end of the session we will have gained knowledge in how to 
provide an environment that will excite, motivate and challenge the 
individuals. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 15th February 2018 
6.30pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
OR 
Friday 18th May 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Challenging the More Able Child  
Does your environment motivate and excite? 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
inexperienced practitioners 
who would like to improve 
their knowledge of 
communication and language 
development in children and 
understand why this is a 
prime area within the EYFS.  
This is an opportunity to 
explore the basics of child 
development in an informal 
and fun way. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand language and 
communication development 
from birth to 4 years. 
 
To explore how to assess 
children’s communication 
skills, plan to ensure progress 
and make the ‘best fit’ 
judgements. 
 
To explore the use of visual 
aids to support 
communication for all 
children. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will provide practical opportunities for exploring this prime 
area of learning in the EYFS.  It will help participants to make links 
between children’s learning and their practice, whilst considering how 
Development Matters can be used to promote high quality practice in this 
area. 
 
We will look at how a ‘tuned in’ adult is pivotal to the child’s early 
communication skills and how adults’ use of visual aids can support 
children’s language skills. 
 
By the end of the session you will have gained knowledge and a basic 
understanding of how early speech and communication is acquired by 
young children. 
 
EYFS: The learning and development requirements 
1.5 Communication and language development involves giving children 
opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their 
confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a 
range of situations. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 5th January 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Child Development: How do children 

acquire good communication and 

language skills in the early years? 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
inexperienced practitioners 
who would like to improve 
their knowledge of the 
physical development of 
children and understand why 
this is a prime area within the 
EYFS.  This is an opportunity 
to explore the basics of child 
development in an informal 
and fun way. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an understanding of 
physical development from 
birth and how it supports the 
other prime areas of 
development. 
 
To explore how to assess 
children’s progress and plan 
if they are not developing 
along expected lines of 
development. 
 
To look at practical ideas and 
strategies for physical 
activities for all stages of 
development. 

 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children 
to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, 
and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the 
importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to 
food.” 

EYFS Statutory Framework, para 1.5 
 
This course will provide practical opportunities for exploring this prime 
area of learning in the EYFS and how it links with the other areas.  It will 
help participants to make links between children’s learning and their 
practice, whilst considering how Development Matters can be used to 
promote high quality practice in this area.  This will be achieved by 
discussions, group activities and practical activities. 
 
By the end of the session you will have a better understanding of how 
children’s physical development is so important to their future learning. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 9th November 2017 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Child Development – Physical 

development birth to four years 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
inexperienced practitioners 
who would like to improve 
their knowledge of the social, 
emotional development of 
children and understand why 
this is important to children’s 
future learning.  This is an 
opportunity to explore the 
basics of child development 
in an informal and fun way. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the importance of 
secure attachment to support 
children’s social, emotional 
development. 
 
To have an understanding of 
why children exhibit 
behaviours that adults find 
challenging. 
 
To explore practical 
strategies to support children 
to self-regulate and 
understand emotions in 
themselves and others. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
PSED - Managing feelings and behaviour: children talk about how they 
and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and 
its consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. 

EYFS: The early learning goals 
 
This course will provide practical opportunities for exploring this prime 
area of learning in the EYFS.  It will look in detail at: 

 The importance of attachment and how this impacts on brain 
development 

 How children’s anxieties can impact on learning 

 How young children’s behaviours are a form of communicating 
This will be achieved through a mix of group discussions and practical 
activities. 
 
By the end of the session you will have gained a better understanding of 
how young children’s emotional intelligence is a very important part of 
their ability to learn and develop. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 12th January 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Child Development – Social and 

emotional development 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp


SUPPORTING CHILDREN’S LEARNING 

98 
 

 
 

TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This is an introduction to 
conflict resolution as a tool to 
support practitioners manage 
children’s interactions and 
behaviour. It will be useful 
for practitioners working with 
children age 3 years plus. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To gain an understanding of 
the steps involved in conflict 
resolution. 
 
To look at the use of positive 
language when dealing with 
conflicts. 
 
To have an insight into using 
practical strategies on 
conflict resolution to support 
children’s interactions and 
behaviour and to use those 
strategies in your own 
setting. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“In the High Scope approach, adults and children share control. We 
recognise that the power to learn resides in the child, hence the focus on 
active learning practices.  The adult’s role is to support and guide young 
children through their active learning, adventures and experiences.” 
      David P. Weikart, 1995 
 
This course is an introduction to Conflict Resolution as an approach to 
supporting children’s social interactions and behaviour.  The session will 
help practitioners to learn strategies they can use so that children can: 

 understand their own and others’ feelings 

 resolve conflicts in a peaceful, non-violent, non-accusatory way 

 offer solutions to problems with independence and autonomy  
 
This is a High Scope approach that has been tested over many years and is 
widely regarded as a positive behaviour management strategy. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 22nd November 2017 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Conflict Resolution 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This is an introductory course 
for practitioners who are not 
confident in their ability to 
provide an environment that 
promotes creativity in young 
children. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To consider the EYFS 
requirements and what this 
looks like in early years 
settings. 
 
To understand the 
importance of why this is a 
significant part of children’s 
learning and development. 
 
To explore and share 
practical ideas. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Creativity is not just about paint, crayons and junk modelling! 
 
This course will: 

 Look at recent research into the importance of developing 
creativity in children and what this looks like 

 Explore why some practitioners find this challenging 

 Explore and share ideas – ‘get creative’ 

 Consider how we share with parents 
 
By the end of the session you will feel more confident in your abilities in 
providing an environment that promotes creativity. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 21st February 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Expressive Art and Design  
Providing an environment that supports children’s creativity 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp


SUPPORTING CHILDREN’S LEARNING 

100 
 

 
 

TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for all early 
years practitioners who 
would like to reflect on how 
their setting promotes 
creativity and their use of 
paint. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand what is meant 
by creativity within EYFS and 
the challenges this may 
present to settings. 
 
To reflect on how paint is 
presented to children in their 
setting both inside and 
outside. 
 
To explore a range of 
practical activities using paint 
and how it can support the 
other areas of learning. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
If you lack confidence in your creative skills, then this course is for you.  
 
We will explore: 

 Our understanding of creativity and how easy it is for us as adults 
to stifle children’s creativity 

 Different ways of presenting paint to children in both inside and 
outside environments 

 How we inform parents of the need for children to have 
opportunities to create 

 
This course will use a mixture of discussion, video and practical activities 
that will leave you motivated, excited and confident to try new ways of 
using paint. 
 
Participants should be aware that we will be using paint and they may 
get messy. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 12th March 2018 
1.00pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

How to Promote Creativity using 

the Media of Paint 
A way of expressing thoughts, ideas and feelings 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners who would like 
to fully understand what 
sorry really means and what 
it actually instils in our 
children. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To consider different ways of 
expressing and dealing with 
feelings with children when 
they are faced with 
wrongdoings. 
 
To support children in dealing 
with misdemeanours in the 
setting, promoting a positive 
caring environment. 
 
To encourage using different 
ways to apologise through 
natural consequences to 
promote an empathetic 
environment that fosters 
lifelong skills. 

 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“No matter how many times you say you’re sorry, somebody is not going 
to hear you.”  

Pete Rose 
 
What does sorry really mean and what does it teach our children? 
Young children often don’t understand why they have to apologise, and 
forcing it could delay the child's natural acceptance of apologising.  
 
In this course we aim to arm you with the tools you need to support 
empathy and collaboration within your setting without ever having to say 
“I’m sorry!” 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 13th March 2018 
6.30pm – 9.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

“I’m not sorry!” 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for experienced 
practitioners, room leaders, 
leaders and managers, and 
childminders who are seeking 
to deepen their knowledge 
and understanding of 
planning responsively for 
children’s needs. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the principles 
of ‘in the moment’ planning. 
 
To explore the practitioners’ 
role in implementing in the 
moment planning. 
 
To explore the benefits to 
children’s learning which 
come from planning in the 
moment. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 ‘Practitioners must consider the individual needs, interests, and stage of 
development of each child in their care, and must use this information to 
plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for each child in all of the 
areas of learning and development’.  

EYFS Statutory Framework 2017, para1.6 
 
Responsive planning plays an important role in extending children’s 
interests, learning and natural curiosity.  
 
Traditional planning methods often involve practitioners implementing 
the next stages of their planning days or weeks after observing children’s 
learning. At times, this style of planning may be unsuccessful and valuable 
learning opportunities missed due to children needing experiences which 
support their next steps to be implemented more quickly. 
 
This course will explore in the moment planning which recognises the 
value of practitioners being instantly reactive to extending children’s 
learning. We will focus on the skills practitioners need to create 
opportunities and extend children’s learning successfully.    
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 1st November 2017 
1.00pm – 4.00pm  
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

In the Moment Planning 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for experienced 
practitioners who want to 
gain an insight into ensuring 
that children have the right 
to be heard, have a voice, are 
able to make their own 
choices and develop their 
skills to become confident, 
successful communicators. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore what it means to 
listen to the child’s voice. 
 
To evaluate effective ways of 
listening to children in 
practice. 
 
To consider the benefits of 
listening to the children. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“A child’s voice, however honest and true, is meaningless to those who 
don’t know how to listen.” 
 
When a child speaks you can hear their voice but what does it mean to 
truly listen?  When children are genuinely listened to by responsive adults 
there are multiple benefits to their development and wellbeing.  This 
course will explore the concept of listening to the child’s voice, 
considering why it is important and how the adults working with them can 
listen more effectively. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 7th December 2017 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

 

Listening to the Child’s Voice 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for all 
practitioners who would like 
to explore ideas to support 
the learning and 
development of 2 year olds in 
their settings.  
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore your 
understanding of how two 
year olds learn and develop. 
 
To gain an understanding of 
the developmental needs of a 
two year old within their 
environment. 
 
To provide opportunities to 
explore and share ideas for 
engaging the two year old 
across all areas of learning. 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“The best settings provide a dependable and flexible environment that 
supports play and is: 

• A place to be active 
• A place to relax 
• A place for tactile exploration  
• A place for imagination” 

Community Playthings 
 
Do you have some very busy two year olds in your setting?  Do you have a 
mix of two, three and four year olds?  
 
This course will look at: 

 What is the best environment for a two year old to thrive in? 

 How two year olds learn and the importance of schemas in that 
learning. 

 Practical activities you can provide across all the areas of learning. 

 The importance of the need for a two year old to be physical and 
how this can challenge the adult. 

 
By the end of the session you will feel confident in your understanding of 
why two year olds should not be treated as three and four year olds. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 24th May 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Practical Activities to Support Two 

Year Olds in Your Setting 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for all 
experienced early years 
practitioners and those who 
have a particular interest in 
Maths. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore how to promote 
mathematical development 
through creative activities, 
experiences and language. 
 
To reflect how mathematical 
development is currently 
captured through your 
observations. 
 
To understand the 
importance of the adult role 
in the promotion of 
mathematical development. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Do you support children who are not interested in the mathematical 
resources that you provide?  Do you feel you may need a little more 
support and guidance to encourage your children to develop their 
mathematical development?  Do you have difficulty in capturing their 
knowledge and understanding in your observations?   
 
This course will explore how to promote children’s mathematical 
development through the use of creative activities, resources and 
experiences.  During the session we will discuss the challenges of 
capturing children’s mathematical knowledge through observations and 
the importance of the adult role in fostering children’s mathematical 
development. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 27th June 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Promoting Mathematical 

Development through Creativity 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This two-part course is for 
experienced practitioners 
who wish to further 
challenge and extend their 
thinking and who want to 
improve their reflective 
documentation. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop an in-depth 
understanding of the concept 
and importance of reflective 
documentation in early years. 
 
To evaluate how different 
styles of documentation 
support understanding and 
development of children’s 
learning. 
 
To provide practical ideas for 
developing reflective 
documentation in your 
setting. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Documentation is a requirement in all settings and can be fundamental in 
supporting and celebrating children’s learning when completed 
reflectively. 
 
So what is reflective documentation?  How does it support and enhance 
children’s learning?  How can we use this to develop a child centred 
approach? 
 
This course will offer an in-depth exploration into this concept and provide 
practitioners with further knowledge and ideas for how reflective 
documentation can be implemented effectively. 
 
Refreshments will be provided but please bring a packed lunch to the full 
day session. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 13th March 2018 
9.15am – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
AND 
Tuesday 24th April 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£50 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£100 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Reflective Documentation for 

Practitioners 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for all 
practitioners who are 
interested in promoting 
children’s curiosity through 
science/technology based 
activities.  
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To reflect on how 
Understanding of the World 
is presented in early years 
settings.  
 
To understand the 
importance of using 
appropriate vocabulary to 
support and extend children’s 
learning. 
 
To explore activities that 
promote children’s 
investigation and exploration 
skills. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“For children to develop knowledge and understanding of the world they 
need adults who are knowledgeable and able to respond to their 
interests.”  

Louis, 2008:23 
 
This course will explore: 

 in detail what is meant by this specific area of learning 

 different areas of scientific investigations that you can provide to 
provoke curiosity in a FUN way  

 the importance of providing new vocabulary 

 the use of technology in settings 
 
We will use group discussions, video and practical activities to support this 
session.  By the end of the session you will have gained knowledge of a 
range of FUN activities to take back and use in your setting. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Friday 27th April 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Understanding of the World through 

Science/Technology based Activities 
Promoting children’s investigation and exploration skills 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for experienced 
practitioners who are looking 
for fresh new approaches to 
developing children’s self-
esteem and a sense of self.   
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand, reflect and 
perceive how the children in 
your care see themselves. 
 
To consider practical ways to 
support children in 
identifying who they are and 
what communities they 
belong to. 
 
To discuss how you can 
sensitively support children in 
your care to develop a ‘sense 
of self’. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“In the social jungle of human existence, there is no feeling of being alive 
without a sense of identity”. 

Erik Erikson  
 
Children who have a sense of belonging are more likely to have high self-
esteem, which enables them to become confident learners who are ready 
to explore, enjoy and grow! 
 
We will focus on the importance of children having knowledge of their 
immediate surroundings ‘where in the world am I?’ and understanding 
their place within their communities.     
 
We will also look at practical ways in which we provide valuable 
experiences for children so that they understand that they are valued as 
unique individuals. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 31st January 2018 
9.15am – 12.15pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Where in the World am I? 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for experienced 
practitioners and for those 
who may have the 
responsibility to oversee 
parent partnership and family 
engagement within their 
setting. 
 
Once booked onto the 
course a brief questionnaire 
will be sent to you to share 
with your families.  Please 
bring a summary of the 
completed questionnaires 
along to the session. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To consider the modern-day 
family and explore their 
expectations of engagement 
with their child’s early years 
practitioners. 
 
To reflect how and when we 
currently support our families 
and the impact of parental 
involvement upon all 
children’s learning. 
 
To identify a variety of 
approaches which maximise 
partnerships with parents 
and families, reducing 
potential barriers which may 
prevent families engaging 
with your setting. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s success is 
the positive involvement of parents.”                                              (Hull, J D) 
 

This course aims to equip practitioners, and those who have the 
responsibility for overseeing parent partnership and family engagement 
within their setting, with an understanding of how to support and engage 
the modern-day family.  The session will enable a reflective approach to 
understanding your families and identify ways to successfully engage and 
support them.  We will explore how to support families through the 
various possibilities such as identification and support of children who 
have additional needs, families who have English as an Additional 
Language, periods of transition and social care involvement.  We will also 
identify ways to build relationships with families who are considered 
harder to reach. 
 

As early years practitioners we acknowledge that all children are unique.  
All families are too and we cannot expect a one size fits all approach to 
ignite a similarly positive response.  We need to gain a shared 
understanding with all of our families and appreciate and build upon their 
expectations of parental involvement, in the heart of your setting or with 
multiple agencies. 
 

Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 11th October 2017 
9.15am – 2.45pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£50 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£100 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been 
received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Working with Families  
The key to promoting children’s learning and 

development 
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OVERVIEW 

 
“The best classroom and the richest cupboard is roofed only by the sky.” 

Margaret McMillan 

 

Do you want confident, capable, interested, motivated, inspired, resilient, creative, respectful children who 

become lifelong learners and achieve?  If so, join us on a Forest School journey along a pathway to learn, support 

and achieve.  The Early Years Team can offer a range of training and accredited courses to enable you to be 

confident in developing your skills and knowledge to support children you are working with and in developing a 

whole setting/school approach at whatever stage you are currently at. 

 

 

WHAT IS FOREST SCHOOL? 

 
Forest School is an inspirational process that offers every learner regular opportunities to achieve and develop 

confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning and sensory experiences in a woodland or natural 

environment with trees. 

 

Forest School is a specialised learning approach that sits within and compliments the wider context of outdoor 

learning.  The child led ethos is shared by thousands of trained practitioners across the UK and beyond.  Its roots 

reach back to early years pioneers in outdoor learning and across the sea to Scandinavia and woodland education. 

 

Forest School is a long-term process of regular sessions, rather than a one-off or infrequent visits.  It takes place in 

a woodland or natural environment and aims to promote the holistic development of all those involved, foster 

resilient, confident, independent and creative learners.  It offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks 

appropriate to the environment and to themselves. 

 

Forest School is run by qualified Forest School Leaders who continually maintain and develop their professional 

practice. 

 

 

WHY TRAIN WITH US? 

 
 Two experienced, qualified Forest School trainers 

 Local Authority endorsed training 

 Specialisms in SEND, Curriculum, Makaton, Behaviour and Communication 

 Experienced in curriculum and advisory support 

 Passionate about getting children outdoors to connect with nature and the natural environment 

 

 

Forest School  
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF TRAINING WITH US? 

 
 Quality face to face training 

 Our established partner, Cambium Sustainable, is an Approved Qualifications Centre and Accredited 

Training Provider delivering nationally recognised QCF courses 

 Certificated training with support to complete a portfolio of work 

 Access to a library of books and resources 

 Access to South Gloucestershire Skill Share Network 

 Competitive rates 

 Further CPD opportunities 

 

 

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE IN LEADING FOREST SCHOOL? 

 
 5 days face to face training and teaching with 5 units of study at Level 3, including: Theory of play, co-

ordination and delivery of Forest School Programme, holistic development, impact of Forest School on 

behaviour, play and development, observation and assessment, historical use of woodlands and 

sustainability and management of natural resources, emotional intelligence, identification and ecology, 

risk benefit and management, fire, tool use and cooking 

 2 days skills assessment 

 Complete a portfolio of work for assessment 

 Tutorial 

 Practical work based assessment 

 Opportunity to shadow or assist a Forest School Leader in the delivery of a session, or visit a Forest School 

session in action 

 Start-up gift package 

 Free membership to the Forest School Association in your first year 

 5% discount at the Cambium Sustainable shop 

 Access to a library of books and resources 

 Email and telephone support available 
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CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 

 
 Outdoor Taster 

 

 

 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 

 
Forest School courses available are: 

 Level 2 Award in Assisting Forest School (QCF) – 8 credits 

 Level 3 Certificate in Leading Forest School (QCF) – 14 credits 

 Developing your fire practice and using kelly kettles 

 Developing your knowledge and use of tools 

 Imagination and creativity in nature 

 Supporting inclusion and its challenges outside 

 

 

Bespoke, in-house training is also available for your whole setting.  Contact the Early Years Team for further 

information and costs: earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This is a basic practical taster 
session for any practitioner 
wanting to build their 
confidence and find out a 
little bit more about working 
outdoors with children.  
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To feel more confident to be 
with children outdoors. 
 
To take part in a range of 
experiences outdoors. 
 
To explore the benefits of 
Outdoor Learning and Forest 
School. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
During this taster session we will be exploring the outdoor environment, 
sharing experiences and developing your own confidence. We will be 
looking at a range of activities and experiences to take back to your 
setting.  
 
Please note this course does not qualify you to run Forest School sessions. 
 
We will be outside for the entire session, whatever the weather.  
Waterproofs, stout walking boots/welly boots and warm clothing is 
advised. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 14th March 2018 
9.30am – 11.30am 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
Thursday 28th June 2018 
9.30am – 11.30am 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
No charge for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£40 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Subject to ‘no-show’ policy – see page 9 for details. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Outdoor Taster 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This four day course will 
enable you to assist at forest 
school sessions alongside a 
qualified Level 3 Forest 
School Leader. It offers plenty 
of opportunities to develop 
your own skills at Forest 
School, enabling you to plan, 
risk assess and assist in the 
delivery of forest school 
sessions. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have an opportunity to 
learn and further develop a 
range of outdoor practical 
tasks in a natural 
environment. 
 
To understand how to use 
the woodland as a 
sustainable natural resource 
and understand the ecology. 
 
To explore the theoretical 
side of planning for learning 
and play at Forest School.  
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will run alongside the Level 3 Certificate in Leading Forest 
School.  The training will include modules such as: 
 

 Supporting Learning, Play and Development in the Outdoors 

 Sustainable Use of Natural Resources 

 Outdoor Practical Skills 

 Assist at Forest School 
 
Please note this course enables you to assist at Forest Schools, and does 
not qualify you to run Forest Schools Sessions. 
 
This is a QCF accredited course through Cambium. You will have a work 
book to hand in to complete the course. This should take approximately 
six months to complete. 
 
Entry requirements: You must have an established link with a Forest 
School Leader, be aged 16 or over, be DBS checked, and hold a Level 1 
outdoor learning qualification or equivalent. A suitable first aid 
qualification is also useful to complement this course. 
 
Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 12th April AND Friday 13th April AND Thursday 3rd May AND 
Friday 4th May 2018 
9.00am – 5.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£350 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£350 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

Level 2 Award in Assisting Forest 

School (QCF) – 8 Credits 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This seven-day course is designed 
for those who would like to 
develop, set up and deliver 
Forest School programmes. This 
will enable leadership of Forest 
School Programmes linked to 
child development.  
 
Entry requirements: All 
delegates must be over 21, have 
a relevant Level 2 qualification, 
have a current DBS check, have 
an appropriate First Aid 
qualification and have an 
established link with a client 
group and a Forest School site. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the development 
of Forest School and the Forest 
School principles.  
 
To understand the coordination 
required for the Forest School 
Programme. 
 
To be able to deliver Forest 
School Sessions and reflect on 
practice. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Through a combination of practical outdoor learning and indoor 
teaching, we will explore the benefits for children as child led learners 
for lifelong skills. This will enable you to deepen your knowledge and 
understanding of the philosophy and the ethos behind the Forest 
School approach.  

This course includes five days of face to face training which includes: 
the theory of play; co-ordination and delivery of Forest School 
programme; holistic development; impact of Forest School on 
behaviour; emotional intelligence; play and development; observation 
and assessment; risk benefit and management; fires; tool use and 
cooking.  The course also involves two days of skills assessment.  
Learners must complete a portfolio of work for assessment. The 
course equates to 70 hours of taught time and requires, on average, a 
further 110 hours of self-study time from the student. 

Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 18th AND Thursday 19th AND Friday 20th AND 
Monday 23rd AND Tuesday 24th October AND Thursday 
16th AND Friday 17th November 2017 
9.00am – 5.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
OR 
Thursday 12th AND Friday 13th April AND Thursday 3rd AND Friday 4th 
May AND Monday 11th AND Tuesday 12th AND Wednesday 13th June 
2018 
9.00am – 5.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£825 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£825 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

  

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

Level 3 Certificate in Leading Forest 

School (QCF) – 14 Credit 

BOOK A PLACE 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This continuous professional 
development training is 
aimed at Level 3 Forest 
School Leaders. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To revise and refresh fire 
skills using various 
techniques. 
 
To consider and develop safe 
working practices. 
 
To practise fire lighting using 
woks and kelly kettles. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Qualified Level 3 Forest School Leaders will have the opportunity to build 
confidence lighting fires and/or developing their practical skills to enhance 
their safe practice. 
 
There will be opportunities to further enhance knowledge when siting, 
lighting and extinguishing fires to include the use of a kelly kettle.  We will 
cook a small afternoon snack during this time. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather so please bring waterproofs, 
stout shoes and warm clothes. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 11th July 2018 
1.30pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Developing your Fire Practice and 

Using Kelly Kettles 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This continuous professional 
development course is aimed 
at Level 3 Forest School 
Leaders. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To develop your knowledge 
of tools and their correct 
uses. 
 
To make various natural 
crafts using a range of tools. 
 
To develop confidence using 
tools safely. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Qualified Level 3 Forest School Leaders will have the opportunity to revise 
their tool knowledge, maintenance and safe use. 
 
We will be using various natural items and crafting resources for you to 
take away.  This will further develop your practical skills or give you 
opportunities to practise these skills and learn new ones. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather so please bring waterproofs, 
stout shoes and warm clothes. Please bring your own gloves if you have 
them. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 15th March 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Developing your Knowledge  

and Use of Tools 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This continuous professional 
development course is aimed 
at Level 3 Forest School 
Leaders. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand how nature 
supports the curriculum and 
areas of learning. 
 
To make patterns using 
natural materials. 
 
To develop your knowledge 
as a Forest School Leader. 
 
 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
We will explore how nature supports creativity and stimulates children’s 
minds to see the world and develop an appreciation of it. 
 
By using natural materials and resources we find in the woodland, we will 
use our imagination to create patterns, sculptures, pictures and 
installations.  We will consider the importance of why we give children 
these opportunities and how it can benefit them as a tool for life. 
 
This course is for qualified Level 3 Forest School Leaders. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather so please bring waterproofs, 
stout shoes and warm clothes. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 26th June 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Imagination and Creativity  

in Nature 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This continuous professional 
development training is 
aimed at Level 3 Forest 
School Leaders. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To consider practical 
strategies when working with 
children with additional 
needs outside. 
 
To share knowledge and 
expertise when working with 
a range of children’s needs 
and ages. 
 
To develop confidence 
working in an outdoor 
variable environment. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Qualified Level 3 Forest School Leaders will have the opportunity to 
enhance their practical knowledge and skills, learning and sharing 
strategies, visuals and Makaton to support children with SEND. 
 
We will consider shared rules and boundaries, independence, 
empowerment, conflict resolution, escalation and de-escalation 
techniques. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather so please bring waterproofs, 
stout shoes and warm clothes. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 28th February 2018 
1.30pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Supporting Inclusion and its 

Challenges Outside 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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COMMENTS FROM PREVIOUS STUDENTS: 

 

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank you both for my amazing experiences with you at the 

Forest School site, and for your continued support in completing this portfolio.  I really have loved every 

minute of this.  It is an amazing adventure and I am so super excited about launching this to the whole 

school in September.” 

 

 

 

“Thank you very much for all the lovely 

feedback and thank you to Karen and 

yourself for all your support and for creating 

such a positive learning environment. I 

enjoyed it so much and will definitely 

recommend the course to others in the 

future.” 

 

 

 

“Thank you for your feedback and kind words, I appreciate all your comments and I would like to thank 

you and Karen for all your help.  I thoroughly enjoyed the course and it's good to go out of our comfort 

zone every now and again!” 
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OVERVIEW 

 
“Memorable activity leads to memorable learning.” 

Robin Hammerton HMI 2008 
 
Have you ever noticed that some children are more engaged and focused when outdoors?  Do your outdoor 
spaces motivate, inspire and engage your children’s learning? 
 
The Early Years Team can offer a range of training courses to enable you to be confident in developing your 
skills and knowledge to support children that you are working with, as well as offering courses to develop a 
whole setting/school approach at whatever stage you are currently at. 
 
These courses have quickly become popular with educational professionals wanting to expand their knowledge 
and confidence in delivering the curriculum in local outdoor spaces, their own setting, or school grounds.  
These courses will also aim to develop your own skills in how to improve your local green environments for 
learning and biodiversity. 
 
 

WHAT IS OUTDOOR LEARNING? 
 
Outdoor Learning is a broad term that includes: curriculum focused learning; outdoor play in the early years; 
school grounds projects; environmental education; recreational and adventure activities; personal and social 
development programmes; team building; management development and education for sustainability. 
 
Outdoor Learning happens in the natural environments where participants can see, hear, touch and smell the 
real thing.  It can provide a real contrast to the indoor classroom.  Through skilled teaching, interpretation or 
facilitation, outdoor experiences readily become a stimulating source of fascination.  It builds self-esteem and 
supports individuals’ style of learning. 
 
 

WHY TRAIN WITH US? 
 

 Two qualified, experienced Outdoor Learning trainers working with the support of South 
Gloucestershire Council 

 Specialisms in SEND, Curriculum, Makaton, Behaviour and Communication 

 Experienced in curriculum and advisory support 
 
 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF TRAINING WITH US? 
 

 Quality face to face training 

 Our established partner, Cambium Sustainable, is an Approved Qualifications Centre and Accredited 
Training Provider delivering nationally recognised QCF courses 

 Certificated training with support to complete a portfolio of work 

Outdoor Learning 
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 Access to a library of books and resources 

 Access to South Gloucestershire Outdoor Network 

 Competitive rates 

 Further CPD opportunities 
 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

 Outdoor Taster (see page 115) 

 
 
 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 
Outdoor Learning courses available are: 

 Level 1 Award in Outdoor Learning (ACF) – 5 credits 

 Level 2 Award in Outdoor Learning Practice (QCF) – 5 credits 

 Level 3 Award in Co-ordinating an Outdoor Curriculum (QCF) – 13 credits 

 Mindfulness, meditation and wellbeing outdoors 

 Mud cooking and nature recipes outdoors 

 Provocations to promote curiosity in the outdoors 
 
Bespoke, in-house training is also available for your whole setting.  Contact the Early Years Team for further 
information and costs: earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk  

 

 
 

  

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This two and a half-day 
course is aimed at 
practitioners who would like 
to start their outdoor 
journey, building knowledge 
and confidence. 
 
Entry requirements: 
None, however DBS and 
suitable first aid qualification 
is advised. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To introduce outdoor 
learning and its benefits to 
child development. 
 
To learn and develop 
practical skills in an outdoor 
environment. 
 
To develop safe practices for 
outdoor work and the 
knowledge of how to deal 
with incidents. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is aimed at practitioners who would like to start their outdoor 
journey, building knowledge and confidence.  We will look at different 
types of play and learning to support child development.  We will 
introduce basic woodland skills, using tools, identifying risks, hazards and 
benefits to help you to start developing your own practice in the natural 
environment.  This is a QCF accredited course through Cambium.  You will 
have a work book to hand in, in order to complete the course.  
 

Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 12th February AND Tuesday 13th February  
9.00am – 4.30pm  
AND Wednesday 14th February 2018 
9.30am – 12.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
OR 
Monday 4th June AND Tuesday 5th June 
9.30am – 4.30pm 
AND Wednesday 6th June 2018 
9.30am – 12.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£225 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£225 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Level 1 Award in Outdoor Learning 

(QCF) – 5 Credits 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This three-day course is 
aimed at anyone with an 
educational background 
wanting to develop outdoor 
teaching skills. 
 
Entry Requirements: 
You must be working in an 
educational establishment 
and have a current DBS 
check. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To identify the learning 
opportunities outside and 
plan a programme of outdoor 
learning sessions. 
 
To develop a risk/benefit 
analysis for outdoor learning. 
 
To understand ecology and 
the sustainable use of natural 
resources in the outdoor 
environment. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This training focuses on developing practical hands-on skills and a bank of 
activities. It will enable you to build confidence and your ability in using 
the outdoor environments, learning how to manage and improve these 
for teaching & learning. It is designed to be as practical, accessible and 
supportive as possible, helping you to make a success of implementing a 
programme of Outdoor Learning.   
 

This is a QCF accredited course through Cambium.  You will have a 
workbook to hand in, in order to complete the course.  This will take 
approximately three months to complete. 
 

What next? Once this course is completed, if you would like to develop 
your knowledge and work towards embedding outdoor learning as a 
whole school strategy, you can top up and book onto Level 3 Award in  
Coordinating an Outdoor Curriculum. 
 

Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 27th AND Tuesday 28th AND Wednesday 29th November 2017 
9.00am – 4.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
OR 
Monday 30th April AND Tuesday 1st May AND 
Wednesday 2nd May 2018 
9.00am – 4.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£250 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£250 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Level 2 Award in Outdoor Learning 

Practice (QCF) – 5 Credits 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
anyone with an educational 
background wanting to 
develop outdoor teaching 
skills as a Curriculum Outdoor 
Coordinator. 

Entry requirements: 
You must be working in an 
educational establishment 
and have a current DBS 
check. 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand how to 
implement the sustainable 
use of natural learning 
resources. 
 

To develop a bank of 
practical hands-on skills and 
activities in order to plan a 
year round Outdoor Learning 
programme and cascade to 
others. 
 

To audit and reflect on 
existing provision and 
practice, creating procedures 
and best practice guidelines 
for coordinating provision as 
a whole school educational 
strategy. 

 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Would you like to motivate and enthuse others to get outside the 
classroom?  This course fits the needs of educational professionals and the 
EYFS and national curriculum.  It focuses on developing practical hands-on 
skills and a range of activities and experiences to use outdoors, developing 
your outdoor space and grounds.  
 
Do you want to:  

 consider how to further develop the outdoor space 

 enhance the clubs that currently happen outdoors 

 build confidence to successfully cascade information 

 embed outdoor learning in your setting as a whole strategic 
approach to using outdoor environments  

 become an outdoor ambassador?  
 
This is a QCF accredited course through Cambium.  You will have a 
workbook to hand in, in order to complete the course.  This will take 
approximately nine months to complete. 
 
Please bring a packed lunch as lunches will not be provided. 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 27th AND Tuesday 28th AND Wednesday 29th November 2017 
AND Monday 5th February AND Tuesday 6th February 2018 
9.00am – 4.30pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 

COST 
 
£450 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£450 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp BOOK A PLACE 

Level 3 Award in Coordinating an 

Outdoor Curriculum (QCF) – 13 Credits 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is aimed at 
practitioners who have an 
inquiring mind and are 
interested in supporting 
children holistically. This is a 
new course reflecting the 
increased awareness of the 
importance of wellbeing for 
all.   
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To have tools that will equip 
you to practice mindfulness 
and meditation in your 
setting.  
 
To explore holistic 
development and how to 
support children’s wellbeing 
outdoors. 
 
To understand the healing 
properties of nature and its 
power. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Mindfulness is about being fully aware of living, right now, in this 
moment. Research has shown that being mindful is good for us. It can 
have long term benefits for our health and happiness. 
 
There is an emerging body of research that indicates mindfulness can help 
children improve their abilities to pay attention, to calm down when they 
are upset and to make better decisions. 
 
In this course we will explore ways to practice mindfulness through being, 
not doing, and to use our senses in nature. 
We will consider how to foster an outdoor approach to support the 
children’s and staff’s wellbeing and mental health. 
 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather, please bring waterproofs, 
stout shoes and warm clothes. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Thursday 28th June 2018 
1.00pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

BOOK A PLACE 

Mindfulness, Meditation and 

Wellbeing Outdoors 

http://www.mindfulschools.org/about-mindfulness/research/
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This training is aimed at 
practitioners who are new to 
outdoor play and learning 
and those wishing to develop 
their understanding of why 
and how mud cooking is 
beneficial for children’s 
development. 
 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To consider how these 
experiences are linked to the 
EYFS, Characteristics of 
Effective Learning, holistic 
development and schemas. 
 
To consider the benefits and 
risks of mud kitchens and 
mud play.  
 
To explore natural resources 
and their properties and to 
produce inspiring creations. 
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
During this training we will be helping to develop confidence in 
practitioners who work with children, to handle possible messy materials. 
We will consider the benefits of these experiences and complete a risk 
assessment which you can take back to your setting.  
 
This course is for those who like to get their hands dirty and for those who 
may feel challenged but are open to getting their hands dirty.  You will 
share ideas and skills along with a bank of ideas to use in your setting. 
 
We expect you to think like a three year old, so come prepared to play! 
 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather so come prepared with 
waterproofs, stout footwear and warm clothes. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Tuesday 26th June 2018 
1.00pm – 4.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

BOOK A PLACE 

Mud Cooking and  

Nature Recipes Outdoors 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This training is aimed at 
practitioners who would like 
to further enhance their 
knowledge and skills to 
support children’s interests 
and curiosity in the natural 
world around them, by 
providing interesting and 
exciting provocations for 
learning. 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the natural 
environment and how we can 
use it as a learning 
opportunity.  
 
To reflect on how adults can 
support children in becoming 
inquisitive, independent and 
capable learners through 
engaging with the outdoor 
environment. 
 
To identify ways to promote 
and stimulate spontaneous 
language and communication 
with young children 
outdoors.  
 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
We will explore the concept of the environment being the third teacher, 
ensuring we place as much thought, care and attention to the outside as 
we do to the inside. We will use our senses to stimulate curiosity, 
imagination, discovery, creativity, awe and wonder. We will consider how 
we can apply this to supporting children’s learning.  
 
Come along with an open mind for hands on learning. 
 
We will be outside whatever the weather so please bring waterproofs, 
stout shoes and warm clothes.  
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 11th July 2018 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Bradley Stoke Community School (Primary Phase) 
 
 

COST 
 
£30 for South Gloucestershire delegates 
£60 for non-South Gloucestershire delegates 
Your place is not reserved until payment has been received 
See page 9 for how to pay and no-show policy 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Setting Support Officers – Early Years Team 

 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Provocations to Promote  

Curiosity in the Outdoors 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

Sometimes finding the time to attend a face to face training event can be a huge challenge.  In 

recognition of this we have developed a wide ranging suite of e-learning courses which have 

been designed for practitioners to undertake in their own time and at their own pace.  These 

are continually being added to, so look out for new courses throughout the year.  

 

 

The materials have been designed so that they can be downloaded 

and used by groups of staff or childminders at staff meetings, or by 

individuals. 

 

 

 

                         Bilingualism 

 

Some courses require participants to undertake work in their 

setting and then submit evidence of completion in order to get a 

certificate. 

 

 

                                   Encouraging the Physicality of Writing                                                                                    

 

All courses are centrally funded for South Gloucestershire settings and 

childminders.  They are not available to those working outside of the 

local authority. 

 

 

Extending Sand and Water Play 

e-Learning Courses on the VLE 



E-LEARNING ON THE VLE 

135 
 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

There are increasing numbers of children entering EYFS settings for whom English is not the 
dominant language in the home.  Many practitioners in settings already work successfully with 
children and families who speak languages other than English.  For some there will be one or 
two language groups represented in their settings; for others the population may be 
linguistically and culturally very diverse.  For growing numbers of settings, providing care and 
learning opportunities for children and families learning English is a new experience. 

This course will consider some key ideas about bilingualism.  It will show the benefits of bilingualism and the 

importance of young children maintaining and developing their first language.  It will also provide links to 

websites that support bilingual children and families. 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This e-learning training course will explore approaches that will increase cultural diversity in 

early years setting and suggest resources that support the promotion of cultural diversity in 

the early years.  

By the end of the course participants will understand the importance of celebrating cultural 

diversity for all children, including children who are mono-lingual and mono-cultural.  They will 

be aware of a range of resources that can be used to promote cultural and linguistic diversity in settings. 

Participants will also be more confident in identifying and using opportunities to positively reflect cultural 

diversity in the setting. 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 

e-Learning 

Bilingualism 

e-Learning 

Celebrating Cultural Diversity 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This e-learning training course will support you to gain a basic understanding of how children 

learn.  It will help you to feel confident to identify children’s Characteristics of Effective 

Learning. 

It will also support you to include the Characteristics of Effective Learning within your 

Observation, Assessment and Planning cycle. 

 

 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This e-learning training course will help participants to identify the various schema that 

children are using in their play.  It will enable them to effectively use a child’s preferred 

schema to provide, challenge and plan in play.  It will also help them to provide an 

environment for children that reflects their current interests and to understand how schema 

promote the Characteristics of Effective Learning. 

Some experience of observing children would be an advantage when undertaking this course. 

 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

 

 

e-Learning 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

e-Learning 

Creating Patterns in Play 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course will guide room leaders with ideas on how to lead practice in the baby room.  The 

in depth module will specifically focus on working with babies and will explore the importance 

of working in partnership with parents. 

Consideration will be given on how to lead practice and provide positive and valuable 

experiences in a baby room.   

The course also contains practical examples to support effective leading in a baby room. 

 

 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This short course will help to explore the effectiveness of monitoring and tracking, including the 

requirements of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage and exploring 

the Ofsted grade descriptors. The course will help you to define monitoring and tracking, 

consider the effectiveness of your current system and how this can be improved. It will also 

help you to have an understanding of what is meant by cohorts and how systems can be used 

to effectively monitor groups of learners.   

This course also includes electronic templates and guidance on how to manage an excel spreadsheet.  

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
  

e-Learning 

Effective Leading in the Baby Room 

e-Learning 

Effective Monitoring and Tracking 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course will explore the definitions and key principles of self-evaluation and reflection. 

 

This course will explore the definitions of reflection and self-evaluation and how these differ. 

The course will examine the key principles of self-evaluation and why they are important. It will 

enable you to understand the importance of self-evaluation in terms of your requirements and 

improving practice and how to apply this to your setting.  

 

The course will also allow you to explore how to promote a whole team approach to self-evaluation as a 

continuous improvement tool in your setting which includes other professionals and the community as well as 

your team.  
 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This course will define the term “school readiness” and what this means in practice.  It will 

explore ways we can promote children’s school readiness through practical examples as well 

as how to support transition. 

The course will enable learners to look at the ways in which we can involve families and other 

settings to support school readiness for all children. 

 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
  

e-Learning 

Effective Reflection and Self Evaluation 

e-Learning 

Embracing School Readiness within  

Early Years 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course will guide learners through the importance of physical development in supporting 

children’s early writing skills from developing gross motor skills to building fine motor control.  

The course explores how early physical development, including crawling, can impact on 

children’s early writing skills as well as looking at practical ways to extend opportunities for 

developing these gross and fine motor skills.  

 

You will develop an awareness of how to extend children’s early skills by providing challenge and inspiration 

throughout the whole learning environment. The course will take a deeper look at the necessary steps to be 

ready to write giving you an understanding of readiness for writing.   

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This course aims to provide information for all EYFS practitioners working with children learning 

English as an additional language, to ensure that children have sufficient opportunities to learn 

and reach a good standard in English language during the EYFS, ensuring children are ready to 

benefit from the opportunities available to them when they begin Year 1. 

Participants will have an understanding of the process of acquiring English as an additional 

language, be aware of the needs of children learning English as an additional language, and have a better 

understanding of ways of supporting children learning EAL. 

 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 

e-Learning 

Encouraging the Physicality of Writing 

e-Learning 

English as an Additional Language 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course will provide practitioners with ideas for exciting, interesting and unusual activities 

in their settings using mirrors and light.  You will explore how you can extend the range of 

resources and equipment in your setting. 

You will evaluate ideas of how to use light and mirrors in your setting, planning for the next 

opportunities you can offer children by using photographs and observations.  The course will 

also provide links into the EYFS for some of these activities. 

 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

Following on from the Sand and Water Play e-learning course you will be exploring how to 

plan an enabling environment where you and your children will be offered challenging 

experiences to develop creative and critical thinking.   

The course will provide practitioners with further ideas on how to extend play and learning 

opportunities in your setting through sand and water play. 

 

 

 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

e-Learning 

Exploring Mirrors and Light 

e-Learning 

Extending Sand and Water Play 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This course will explore the importance of phonics in supporting young children’s language and 

communication skills and in enhancing emerging reading skills through the seven aspects of 

Phase one of the Letters and Sounds programme.  

The course will allow you to explore the key features of a language rich environment and the 

role of the adult in supporting all children to enjoy a lifelong love of language.   

Through each aspect the course will give examples of practical activity ideas as well as experiences to support 

home learning and parental engagement in early reading. 

 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course will help you to build confidence to promote British Values within the setting and 

support children’s self-confidence and self-awareness. 

Practical tasks within this course will assist you to explore how this works in practice. 

 

 

 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
  

e-Learning 

Fun with Phonics 

e-Learning 

Fundamental British Values 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This e-learning training course will support practitioners to understand the purpose and 

benefits of conducting a home visit.  Participants will understand the importance of keeping 

themselves safe whilst conducting a home visit, and have knowledge of how to record visits 

and adopt a home visiting policy. 

The course contains activities for the practitioner to answer and reflect on. 

 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

“The provider must promote the good health of children attending the setting.  They must have 

a procedure, discussed with parents and/or carers, for responding to children who are ill or 

infectious, take necessary steps to prevent the spread of infection, and take appropriate action 

if children are ill.” 

Statutory Framework for the EYFS 2014, 3.44, p25 

This e-learning training course will support practitioners to update their knowledge of infections and the ‘chain of 

infection’ and review measures that are necessary in the event of an outbreak, including cleaning procedures.  It 

also considers infection control policies. 

 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 

e-Learning 

Home Visiting 

e-Learning 

Infection Control 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This course will encourage reflection on your current environment and the spaces you provide 

to inspire and promote curiosity. It will explore what informs the design of the space and how 

this should involve the children who the space belongs to.  

This course will look at the importance of purposeful spaces and why secret hiding spaces are 

important and valuable for all children. You will explore how the experience of creating these 

can support children to think creatively and developing their skills to solve problems. 

 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This e-learning is aimed at practitioners new to early years in order to develop an 

understanding of the definition of a key person according to the Statutory Framework for the 

Early Years Foundation Stage. 

The e-learning will explore how the key person approach works in practice including the 

benefits of this for staff, children and their families. 

The course will give you the opportunity to think about the challenges of the key person approach and how you 

can overcome these barriers. 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

e-Learning 

Inspiring Spaces – Secret Hiding Spaces 

e-Learning 

Key Person Approach 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

“Do not micro manage, it is important to find a balance between giving enough space for the 

people to use their abilities, and monitoring and supporting to ensure the work is done 

correctly and efficiently.”  

www.completewellbeing.com  

This course will assist Leaders and Managers in understanding the art of delegation, to share responsibility and to 

support staff with developing their skills, and to feel they have an active part to play in developing and the 

running of an effective setting.  

The course will assist you in understanding the steps to delegation and the appropriateness of who to delegate to.  

It will explore what could be delegated to who and the process and benefits of doing this.  

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

“Leaders become great, not because of their power, but because of their ability to empower others.” 

John Maxwell 

This course will assist Leaders and Managers in understanding the definition of what is 

distributed leadership?  It will explore the benefits of working together in this way.  It will look 

at the different types of leadership, their roles and responsibilities and how distributed 

leadership can work effectively as part of a team approach to management.   

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 

e-Learning 

Leadership and Management: Delegation 

e-Learning 

Leadership and Management: Distributed 

Leadership (includes roles and responsibilities) 

http://www.completewellbeing.com/
mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk


E-LEARNING ON THE VLE 

145 
 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

“Inspectors will make a judgement on the effectiveness of leadership and management by 

evaluating the extent to which leaders, managers and governors: 

 demonstrate an ambitious vision, have high expectations for what all children can 
achieve and ensure high standards of provision and care for children” 

Early Years Inspection Handbook Point 147, page 31 

This course will assist Leaders and Managers in understanding the importance of having visions and values, what 

should be considered and how these link to the self-evaluation process.  This course will explore the sharing of 

your visions, why this is important and with whom to share this with.  Also included is how to capture the voice of 

the child and understanding the Leaders role to assist you in developing further knowledge and understanding in 

this subject.   

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

“The pursuit of excellence in all of the setting’s activities is demonstrated by an 

uncompromising, highly successful drive to improve achievement or maintain the highest levels 

of achievement for all children.”  

Ofsted grade descriptor – effectiveness of Leadership and Management – Outstanding  

This course will explore leadership in defining “What is a Leader?” and will explore leadership styles.  This will 
help in developing understanding of styles and what is needed within the role.  By the end of the course Leaders 
and Managers will understand the importance of the Leadership role and how to be an effective reflective 
leader.   
 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 

e-Learning 

Leadership and Management: Visions and 

Values 

e-Learning 

Leadership and Management: “What is a 

Leader?” and Leadership Styles 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course is for managers and leaders in the EYFS who are responsible for, or running 

training and staff development on, bilingualism and the learning of English as an additional 

language (EAL) in their setting. 

As the UK becomes more linguistically and culturally diverse those working with young 

children using languages other than English need to be aware of the approaches and 

strategies that best support children’s English language development including the use of the first language.  This 

knowledge is crucial for early years practitioners as children begin to develop the social and academic language 

skills needed for interpersonal interactions and for ongoing classroom learning. 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This course is suitable for managers and leaders in the EYFS who are responsible for, or 

running training and staff development on, working with Black and minority ethnic children, 

their families and communities. 

As young black children begin their journey in the education system it is important that they 

and their families/carers are provided with the start that will contribute to future educational 

success. To enable this to happen, the staff to whom they have been entrusted in EYFS need to have knowledge, 

skills and expertise through effective training and development.   

Managers who are responsible for staff development must ensure that they are suitably equipped to deliver the 

kind of training that will increase good outcomes for Black children and challenge barriers that affect progress for 

these children. 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 

e-Learning 

Leading on Understanding and Meeting the 

Needs of Black and Minority Ethnic Children in 

the EYFS for Lead Practitioners 

e-Learning 

Leading on Bilingualism and EAL in the EYFS 

for Lead Practitioners 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This course has been designed to support practitioner confidence in supporting young children 

with maths and recognise and support when children are exploring maths in their learning.  

The course is primarily about using everyday experiences to explore mathematical concepts, 

particularly shape, space and measure. 

 

The aim of this course is for practitioners to: 

 gain an understanding of how recent research has informed our role within the early years 

 understand children’s mathematical development from 3 years to the end of the Foundation Stage 

 appreciate and explore the opportunities for play and learning about shape, space and measure through 
everyday experiences in the early years setting 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Are you confident in planning for progress in number?  This course will help you understand 

children’s mathematical development and the key skills they need to be able to use with 

number.  It will include opportunities to explore practical mathematical ideas and number 

language with a focus on children aged 3 – 5. 

 

The aim of this course is: 

 to explore how to support children to understand and use numbers as part of their mathematical 
development 

 to examine the mathematical skills required within the EYFS and how we support children to make 
progress in acquiring them 

 to consider practical mathematical ideas to use in the setting 
 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 

e-Learning 

Maths – Planning for Progress in Numbers  

(3 – 5 years) 

e-Learning 

Maths – Exploring and Understanding 

Shape, Space and Measure 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

“Story telling is a fabulous tool for posing problems and discovering solutions which enables us 

as early years to extend mathematical learning across the curriculum.”  

The Magic of Maths (Cassandra Wye) 

 

This course will include practical ideas for using and exploring stories to support mathematical 

learning for children aged 3 – 5 years.  We will consider the use of everyday stories to promote the mathematical 

language of number, shape, space and measure. 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course introduces the Mix Up and Munch leaflet and covers some basic nutrition 

principles.  It takes a detailed look at the structure and content of the leaflet and how it can 

be used to encourage healthy packed lunches and teas in an early years setting. 

You will need to read through each slide and reflect on the questions raised.  You may find it 

useful to have a copy of the Mix Up and Munch leaflet to hand but this is not essential as 

screen shots from the leaflet are included in the slides. 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

 

e-Learning 

Maths through Stories 

e-Learning 

Mix Up and Munch 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

‘Observation’ describes the process of watching children in your care and taking note of what 

you see and hear.  This course is aimed at those new to observation. 

We will explore how to carry out observations as part of your everyday practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

“Parents are children’s first and most enduring educators.  When parents and practitioners 

work together in EY settings, the results have a positive impact on children’s development and 

learning.” 

National Strategies: Supporting Children Learning EAL:  

Guidance for practitioners in the EYFS 2007 

 

Practitioners are usually keen to promote partnership with parents but can sometimes find working with parents 

from other cultural and linguistic backgrounds challenging.  These challenges need to be addressed if Black and 

minority ethnic pupils are to benefit from early years provision and be prepared for their future learning and 

future academic achievement. 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

e-Learning 

Observation for Beginners 

e-Learning 

Positive Relationships 
Working with parents from different cultural and linguistic 

backgrounds 

mailto:earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This course will identify challenging behaviours and explore a range of strategies to use in 

managing children’s behaviour.   

Objectives: 

 To understand what is meant by challenging behaviour. 

 To understand the principles of behaviour management. 

 To develop a range of strategies to manage behaviour. 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Whatever the level of experience, knowledge and understanding we need to recognise that 

we should be promoting positive attitudes to diversity and we should be tackling racism.  This 

course will consider some key areas about race/ethnicity.  We will look at why we should 

support children in acquiring accurate information about the ethnic groups present in your 

setting, local community and in Britain, and will include the importance of helping children 

develop positive attitudes to diversity.   

Objectives: 

 To understand the impact of racism on all children. 

 To understand the practitioner’s role in supporting the development of all children’s identities. 

 To be informed and more confident to address prejudice and racism. 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

e-Learning 

Practical Strategies to Support Behaviour in 

the Early Years Environment 

e-Learning 

Race and Racism in the EYFS 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

Is your knowledge of road safety messages up to date?  Are you confident in raising road 

safety awareness with young children and their families?  Road safety awareness developed 

in early childhood can influence current safety and the choices made by children as they get 

older and become more independent.  Settings are encouraged to take children out into 

their local community and to promote active travel, so it is important that clear and 

consistent messages are used for walking, cycling or travelling by car.  

This course provides some background information on road safety in South Gloucestershire, introduces the 

themes of the Department of Transport’s ‘Think! Education’ programme for early years, suggests other useful 

websites and considers how practitioners can raise road safety awareness appropriately. 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This e-learning training course is an introduction to sand and water play for early years 

practitioners, which will develop your skills and understanding of the benefits of this type of 

play for children.  On completion of this training you will understand the benefits of sand and 

water play and will be able to provide opportunities to extend children’s learning through this 

type of activity. 

 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

 

e-Learning 

Road Safety 

e-Learning 

Sand and Water Play 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

The aim of this course is: 

 To gain an understanding of how recent research has informed our role within the early 
years 

 To explore progression of mathematical thinking through language, problem solving 
and supportive ideas and resources 

 To consolidate knowledge and understanding with regard to children’s mathematical 
development 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This e-learning training course is at an introductory level.  It will provide you with the 

necessary information to enable you to complete the two year old progress check. 

The course will support you to understand the statutory requirements and how to prepare for 

the two year old progress check assessment.  It will help you to reflect on things that you 

already do that may support you to complete the process, and will support you to feel 

confident about working with parents/carers to manage the process. 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

e-Learning 

Supporting Mathematical Development 

e-Learning 

The Two Year Old Progress Check 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This introductory course explores the use of the treasure basket and heuristic play as a tool 

for providing exciting and engaging play for young children that will encourage them to 

investigate the world around them.  During the course the practitioner will be able to engage 

in a variety of learning experiences including video clips, reading materials and access web 

pages.  All course materials will be available for participants to print as they take part in the 

course. 

By the end of the course participants will understand the principles behind the use of treasure baskets with 

babies and children and have an insight into how heuristic play follows on for older children.  Participants will 

understand the role of the adult in relation to a treasure basket and heuristic play, and be able to provide 

appropriate challenge and opportunities for all children by promoting discovery play in the setting. 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Effective provision for children of African Caribbean heritage in the early years is essential if 

this group is to excel within our education system. Too many African Caribbean pupils are 

likely to fall far behind their peers in later Key Stages in school. Focus must begin with 

examining and addressing the needs of these pupils while they are in the EYFS if this trend of 

underachievement is to be successfully tackled.  Practitioners are invited in this tutorial to 

reflect on the needs of pupils of African Caribbean heritage including children of mixed White/African Caribbean 

heritage and to consider the kind of provision that can improve outcomes for these pupils. This course is based on 

the material - ‘Building Futures: Believing in children, A focus on provision for Black children in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage’ (National Strategies) 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
 

e-Learning 

Treasure Baskets and Heuristic Play 

e-Learning 

Understanding the Needs of Children of 

African Caribbean Heritage in the EYFS 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

This e-learning course will support you to: 

 Write SEN Support Plans. 

 Write SMART targets. 

 Understand the Graduated Response of the SEND Code of Practice 2014 for children 

with additional needs and their families. 

 

This course is in three parts with a quiz at the end of each section. 

 

To access any of our VLE e-learning courses please email: 
earlyyears@southglos.gov.uk 
(No charge for South Gloucestershire early years settings and schools. Not 
available to others.) 

VLE 
  

 

 

 

 

 

e-Learning 

Writing SEN Support Plans and Target 

Setting 
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Public Health 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This two hour workshop is 
suitable for practitioners 
working with children, young 
people and families, who 
wish to learn more about 
tackling childhood obesity. 

 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To identify the barriers to 
discussing weight.   
 
To feel more confident in 
challenging prejudices and 
building confidence to begin 
raising the issue of weight. 
 
To increase awareness on 
how to support and refer 
families into a relevant 
service.  
 
To understand the need for a 
holistic approach to 
understand the needs of the 
family/young person.  
 
To understand and be able to 
explain children’s BMI 
measurements.  
 

  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will give an overview of childhood obesity whilst building 
confidence on raising the sensitive issue of weight with families. 
It will be an opportunity to understand how we all can play a role in 
supporting children achieve a healthy weight.  

 
DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Wednesday 8th November 2017  
6:30pm-8:30pm  
The Batch Community Centre, BS30 8EB  
 
Tuesday 30th January 2018 
12.30pm – 2.30pm 
The Bradley Stoke Jubilee Centre, BS32 4DQ  
 
Thursday 26th April 2018 
9.30am – 11.30am 
Yate Leisure Centre, BS37 4DQ 
 
 

COST 
 
No cost  
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
Nicola Ellis, Specialist Health Improvement Practitioner 
Sarah Cornell, Healthy Weight Coordinator  
 
Public Health and Wellbeing Division  

 
 
 

 https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Raising the Issue of Weight 
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SECTION OVERVIEW 
 

The South Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children Board (SGSCB) is keen to provide the best quality child 

protection training for everyone working with children and young people in South Gloucestershire.  The multi-

agency training offered is in line with guidance and legislation (such as the EYFS Statutory Requirements), and 

ensures that not only will you learn more about the systems and processes designed to keep children safe, but 

you will also have an opportunity to network with fellow professionals and promote your knowledge and 

expertise and the valuable work that you do. 

 

“A practitioner must be designated to take lead responsibility for Safeguarding children in every setting.  

Childminders must take the lead responsibility themselves.” 

EYFS Statutory Guidance para 3.5 

 

 

South Gloucestershire LSCB recommends: 

 The safeguarding lead must have completed the Advanced Inter Agency Child protection training.  This 

must be updated every two years by attending a Child Protection update. 

 If the safeguarding lead’s Advanced Inter Agency Child Protection training expires the Advanced Inter 

Agency Child Protection training must be repeated in full. 

 It is advised that the deputy safeguarding leads also have Advanced Inter Agency Child Protection 

training. 

 As a minimum all staff undertake “Awareness of Child Abuse and Neglect” e-learning.  This needs to be 

updated every three years. 

 All staff undertake Channel training. 

 All staff undertake Introduction to FGM, Forced Marriage, Spirit Possession and Honour-based Violence e-

learning. 

 

 

CENTRALLY FUNDED SERVICES 
 

 Email and telephone support from the Early Years team 

 24 hour access to Safeguarding information on the VLE 

 

 

  

Safeguarding 



SAFEGUARDING 

159 
 

SERVICES WHICH INCUR A CHARGE 
 

Safeguarding training is offered by the HR Workforce Development team and includes:  

 Awareness of Child Abuse and Neglect e-Learning Module 

 Awareness of Domestic Violence and Abuse including the Impact on Children, Young 

People and Adults at Risk e-Learning Module 

 Inter-Agency Child Protection 

 Advanced Inter-Agency Child Protection 

 Child Protection Update 

 An Introduction to Integrated Working e-Learning Module 

 Introduction to FGM, Forced Marriage, Spirit Possession and Honour-based Violence e-Learning Module 

 Single Assessment for Early Help (SAFeh) 

 

 

CONTACT FOR QUERIES ON SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 
 

If you have any questions about the content of the training and/or what training is most appropriate for you 

please contact: 

Holly Magson - Workforce Development Adviser 

Email:  holly.magson@southglos.gov.uk 

Telephone:  01454 868397 

  

mailto:holly.magson@southglos.gov.uk
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This e-learning module is 
suitable for anyone who 
comes into contact with 
children whether as part of 
their working life or on a 
voluntary basis. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To understand the various 
types of child abuse and 
neglect. 
 
To identify the signs and what 
to look for. 
 
To know what steps to take if 
you suspect a child is being 
abused. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is the starting point for any training in child protection.  It 
provides a foundation of knowledge and covers a variety of child 
protection issues.  It aims to inform about the various types of abuse or 
neglect to a child and then explain what you must do if you suspect that a 
child is being abused or neglected.  This module is considered equivalent 
to ‘single agency training’, which is a pre-requisite for inter-agency child 
protection. 
 
The Core version of this module is likely to take 2 – 3 hours to complete. 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
You can access this course anywhere you have access to the internet.  It 
can be completed at a pace, place and time to suit you. 
 
 

COST 
 
For information on cost please contact the HR Workforce Development 
team. 
 
 
 

 
To access this e-module email hrworkforcedevelopment@southglos.gov.uk with 
your name, job title, workplace address and telephone number. 

 
 

 

 

 

BOOK A PLACE 

Awareness of Child Abuse and 

Neglect e-Learning module 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This e-learning module is 
suitable for any worker who 
is in regular contact or works 
regularly with children, 
young people and their 
families. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explain what domestic 
violence and abuse is and 
identify who is at risk. 
 
To recognise the difference 
between the facts and myths 
surrounding domestic 
violence and abuse. 
 
To explain the impact of 
domestic violence and abuse 
on the unborn child, children 
and young people. 
 
To identify positive and 
negative ways to support 
those experiencing domestic 
violence and abuse. 
 
To understand the MARAC 
process. 
 
To recognise when and 
where to get help. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will raise awareness of the issues surrounding domestic abuse 
and is relevant to anyone who feels they may be the first point of contact 
for victims of domestic abuse. 
 
This module is likely to take 2 – 3 hours to complete. 
 
This e-module is a pre-requisite to attending the one-day ‘Domestic 
Violence – Intermediate’ course. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
You can access this course anywhere you have access to the internet.  It 
can be completed at a pace, place and time to suit you. 
 
 

COST 
 
For information on cost please contact the HR Workforce Development 
team. 
 
 
 

 
 
To access this e-module email hrworkforcedevelopment@southglos.gov.uk with 
your name, job title, workplace address and telephone number. 

 
 

Awareness of Domestic Violence and Abuse 

including the Impact on Children, Young 

People and Adults at Risk e-Learning module 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This one-day course is 
targeted at all staff from all 
agencies who are working 
directly with children and 
who have completed ‘single’ 
agency child protection 
training, ie e-learning. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To identify what to do if you 
have concerns about 
children in order to 
safeguard and promote the 
welfare of children, 
including those who are 
suffering or at risk of 
suffering significant harm. 
 
To understand what will 
happen once you have 
informed someone about 
those concerns. 
 
To understand what further 
contribution you may be 
asked or expected to make 
to the processes described 
in “What to do if you are 
worried a child is being 
abused”, including how to 
share information. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This multi-agency course is aimed at those who need to expand upon the 
knowledge gained from the e-learning module by increasing confidence 
and competence in order to contribute to inter-agency assessments and to 
undertake an assessment of risk when required. 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
All courses will take place at Kingswood Civic Centre, 9.30am – 4.30pm 
 

Tuesday 3rd October 2017 

Wednesday 11th October 2017 

Monday 6th November 2017 

Tuesday 5th December 2017 

Tuesday 13th December 2017 

Monday 22nd January 2018 

Tuesday 6th February 2018 

Tuesday 6th March 2018 
 
 

COST 
 
£70 per person per day for non-contributing agencies.  Contact 
hrworkforcedevelopment@southglos.gov.uk for a list of training and e-
learning discounts and pre-purchasing options available. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
HR Workforce Development team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

Inter-Agency Child Protection 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is targeted at all 
staff from all agencies who 
are working directly with 
children or adults who are 
parents. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To give staff an opportunity 
to explore in more detail not 
only their individual roles 
and responsibilities within 
the child protection 
framework, but also the 
responsibilities of different 
agencies such as Social Care, 
Health and the Police when 
responding to referrals. 
 
To all practitioners to 
question the complexities of 
working within the child 
protection framework by 
looking at barriers to 
identifying risk and acting 
upon concerns. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Effective child protection depends not only on reliable and accepted 
procedures for all staff involved with children, but also on their skills, 
knowledge and judgement and the ability to work together co-operatively.  
Staff with lead roles in child protection require specialised training in order 
to carry out their work with abused children and families. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
All courses take place at Kingswood Civic Centre, 9.30am – 4.30pm. 
 

Thursday 5th October 2017 

Friday 13th October 2017 

Friday 10th November 2017 

Thursday 7th December 2017 

Friday 15th December 2017 

Thursday 25th January 2018 

Thursday 22nd February 2018 

Thursday 22nd March 2018 
 
 

COST 
 
£70 per person per day for non-contributing agencies.  Contact 
hrworkforcedevelopment@southglos.gov.uk for a list of training and e-
learning discounts and pre-purchasing options available. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
HR Workforce Development team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

  

Advanced Inter-Agency Child 

Protection 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This half-day workshop is 
targeted at experienced 
staff from all agencies who 
are working with children 
and their families. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To provide an update on 
new legislation, guidance 
and procedures previously 
learnt on the Advanced 
Inter-Agency Child 
protection course (formerly 
Child Protection Level 2). 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Effective child protection depends not only on reliable and accepted 
procedures from all staff involved with children, but also on their skills, 
knowledge and judgement and the ability to work together co-operatively.  
Staff with a lead role in child protection require specialised training in order 
to carry out their work with abused children and families. 
 
This course is intended for people who have already attended the 
Advanced Inter-Agency Child protection course and who want to ensure 
they keep up to date with current good practice. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
All courses take place at Kingswood Civic Centre, 9.30am – 12.30pm 
 

Wednesday 20th September 2017 

Monday 9th October 2017 

Tuesday 14th November 2017 

Monday 15th January 2018 

Wednesday 21st February 2018 

Wednesday 7th March 2018 
 
 

COST 
 
£70 per person per day for non-contributing agencies. Contact 
hrworkforcedevelopment@southglos.gov.uk for a list of training and e-
learning discounts and pre-purchasing options available. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
HR Workforce Development team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

Child Protection Update 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This e-learning module is for 
anyone who comes into 
contact with children and 
families, and lead 
professionals, as an 
introduction or refresher. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explore the key issues 
around integrated working. 
 
To identify the key points 
from the Victoria Climbie 
enquiry. 
 
To identify and discuss 
legislation such as the 
Children Act. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This e-learning module is a requirement for those practitioners who will be 
writing a SAFeh and will therefore be attending the 1.5 day SAFeh training.  
It is also suitable for those practitioners or managers who will need a basic 
understanding of the SAFeh process but who will not be writing a SAFeh 
themselves. 
 
This module is likely to take 2 – 3 hours to complete. 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
You can access this course anywhere you have access to the internet.  It 
can be completed at a pace, place and time to suit you. 
 
 

COST 
 
For information on cost please contact the HR Workforce Development 
team. 
 
 
 
 

 
To access this e-module email hrworkforcedevelopment@southglos.gov.uk with 
your name, job title, workplace address and telephone number. 

 
 

 

  

An Introduction to Integrated 

Working e-Learning module 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This e-learning module is for 
practitioners working with 
children, young people and 
their families, and focuses on 
ensuring that practitioners are 
culturally aware during the 
course of their work and 
involvement. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To recognise why cultural 
awareness is important in 
order to achieve the best 
possible outcomes for 
children. 
 
To identify how and why 
cultural traditions can result in 
the abuse of children. 
 
To recognise the effects that 
cultural rituals, such as female 
genital mutilation (FGM), can 
have on children. 
 
To recognise how cultural 
beliefs, such as a belief in 
spirit possession, can result in 
the abuse of children. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
It is vital that all children receive the same care and safeguards with 
regards to abuse and neglect regardless of their background.  This e-
module contains information about female genital mutilation, honour-
based violence, forced marriage and spirit possession. 
 
This module is likely to take 2 – 3 hours to complete. 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
You can access this course anywhere you have access to the internet.  It 
can be completed at a pace, place and time to suit you. 
 
 

COST 
 
For information on cost please contact the HR Workforce Development 
team. 
 
 
 
 

 
To access this e-module email hrworkforcedevelopment@southglos.gov.uk with 
your name, job title, workplace address and telephone number. 

 
 

 

  

Introduction to FGM, Forced Marriage, 

Spirit Possession and Honour-based 

Violence e-learning module 

BOOK A PLACE 
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TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
This course is for 
practitioners who will be 
completing Single 
Assessment for Early Help 
(SAFeh) forms.  These forms 
replace the CAF forms, 
however the assessment 
process has not changed. 
 
 
 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
To explain the SAFeh process 
within South 
Gloucestershire. 
 
To identify when to write a 
SAFeh. 
 
To explore action plans and 
reviews. 
 
To look at analysis of the 
assessment. 
 
To clarify the role of the 
Lead Professional, Team 
Around the Child (TAC) 
meetings and MAP panels. 
 
 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The SAFeh is a standard assessment designed to get a complete picture of a 
child’s additional needs at an early stage.  It can be used for children and 
young people of any age, including unborn babies.  The SAFeh enables 
information to be gathered in a structured way, through discussions with 
the child and their parents/carers.  It looks at all unmet needs and is an 
approach that helps children, young people and families get access to the 
right services earlier. 
 
This is a one-day course with a follow up date which must be attended. 
 
NB – Delegates must have completed the e-learning Integrated Working 
module as a pre-requisite to this course, or the previously run Integrated 
Working training, or the half-day Information Sharing training. 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME/VENUE 
 
Monday 2nd October 2017 
9.30am – 4.30pm 
Kingswood Civic Centre 
 
Plus follow up: 
Monday 13th November 2017 
9.30am – 12.30pm 
Kingswood Civic Centre 
 
 

COST 
 
£70 per person per day for non-contributing agencies.  Contact 
hrworkforcedevelopment@southglos.gov.uk for a list of training and e-
learning discounts and pre-purchasing options available. 
 
 

FACILITATORS 
 
HR Workforce Development team 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

Single Assessment for Early Help 

(SAFeh) 

BOOK A PLACE 
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For further details on any of 
the courses listed please 
search the self-serve training 
booking system or contact 
the HR Workforce 
Development team. 
 
 
 
 

  
COURSES AVAILABLE  
 
The following safeguarding courses are also available through the HR 
Workforce Development team: 
 

 Child Protection and Disability 

 Child Sexual Exploitation 

 Female Genital Mutilation Awareness 

 Forced Marriage and Honour-based Violence 

 Domestic Violence 

 Working with Children who have been Sexually Abused 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://learning.southglos.gov.uk/cpd/portal.asp 
 

 

 

 

Other Safeguarding courses 

available 

BOOK A PLACE 
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