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A summary of South Gloucestershire Library Service’s work with children and young people, highlighting 
the impact we have had on communities and individuals 

Early Years Development  
 

Vital statistics: 2,773 library members aged 0 – 4                 24,053 child visits to pre-school activities*  
 
 
 
 

 

Libraries run free rhyme times, story times and play sessions for families with babies and toddlers.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attending sessions reduces social isolation for parents.  The sessions are also an opportunity to engage 
with parents and raise awareness of support available, for example the Council’s Early Years team have 
visited sessions to promote free childcare/early education available for families with 2 year old 
children. Hanham Library also runs sessions for childminders. 
 

Bookstart  
Vital statistics: In partnership with health visitors and pre-schools, 3,120 Bookstart Baby Packs, and 
3,569 Bookstart Treasure Packs for pre-school children were gifted to support and encourage families 
to share stories, books and rhymes together. This includes 162 dual language packs and 22* packs for 
children with additional needs. Baby’s First Shape Books are now being gifted to parents at the primary 
birth visit.  
 
 
 

“Coming to the library for Bookstart Bear 
Club is a regular part of every week routine 
for our family. My child really enjoys it and 
I noticed she is more open. She can also 
practice her English. We can also spend 
time together and have some fun” (Magda, 
parent).   
 

“It’s made him more sociable to other 

children and he’s learning lots of new 

games and songs which is helping with his 

vocabulary” (Georgia, parent).  

 

 

Independent studies have found that reading to babies and toddlers on a daily basis is the 
strongest predictor of childhood development and positive educational outcomes – even more 
important than socio-economic factors. (Source: Booktrust, 2012). 
 

*Figures cover period 2015-2016. 

 

 

 

“Since the introduction of Baby’s First Shape books into the 
primary packs for new babies it has allowed health visitors to 

promote Bookstart at the primary birth visit. We demonstrate 
how the black and white book can be used with babies to 

promote early language skills and encourage the early love of 
books. I have observed first hand how surprised and excited 

parents are when they observe their babies enjoying and 
responding to the shapes within the book. Additionally Health 

Visitors highlight and increase awareness of the local library 
especially the rhyme and song time sessions at our first visit 

to families.”   Julie Housham (Health Visitor Bookstart Lead, 
South Gloucestershire) 

 



 

Reading and literacy 
 

Vital statistics: 11,447 library members aged 5 – 16                  506,518 children’s books issued*  
 
 
 
 
 

 

The work with children and the encouragement of children to read, makes South Gloucestershire one 
of the leading authorities.  The service does work with all ages from babies to teenagers.  
 

Summer Reading Challenge  

This summer, over 6,600 young readers in South Gloucestershire took part in The Big Friendly Read, 
Summer Reading Challenge 2016.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time4Reading  
The service has been working across South Gloucestershire on the Time4Reading project involving 
early years settings, primary and secondary schools and the wider community. Schools have developed 
an award scheme to reward schools who achieve certain criteria, see 
www.southglos.gov.uk/time4reading.   
 

Concorde Book Award 
The Concorde book Award is becoming a highly prestigious award and this year’s ceremony was an 
exciting evening. Run in partnership by South Gloucestershire Council’s library service and local 
secondary schools and academies, the award promotes reading among 11-13 year olds.  In the ten 
years since it was launched, thousands of young people have taken part. A really important part of the 
award is that young people are very involved all the way through; from choosing the longlist and the 
winner to giving presentations at the award ceremony.  Examples of articles published by The Bristol 
Post featuring the 2016 award:  http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/winner-revealed-2016-s-concorde-book-
awards/story-28885230-detail/story.html , http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/s-favourite-storybook-
concorde-book-awards/story-28809315-detail/story.html  
 

The service supports children’s reading throughout the year,  
running 12 Chatterbooks Reading Clubs for primary school  
children, 4 book groups for young adults and hosting regular 
visits from schools and community groups. This year we also  
hosted the Letterbox Club Party for children in care in South  
Gloucestershire at Yate Library.  
 

“My boys love Chatterbooks. They enjoy the varied activities, 
the interaction with the other children and getting to learn  
and try out new authors” (Parent, Cadbury Heath).   
 

Reading for pleasure is more important to children's cognitive development than their parents' 
level of education and is a more powerful factor in life achievement than socio-economic 
background. (Source: Sullivan and Brown (2013) Social inequalities in cognitive scores at age 16: The role of reading).  

 

“I thought The Big Friendly Read has 
been really brilliant.  I couldn’t take my 
eyes off every book I read.” 
(Lucas, age 9) 
 
“My eldest child really enjoyed the 
challenge. My younger child has 
learning disabilities and struggles to 
read books but has enjoyed looking at 
the books and trying to read. “(Parent 
of a 6 year old and 10 year old) 
 

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/time4reading
http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/winner-revealed-2016-s-concorde-book-awards/story-28885230-detail/story.html
http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/winner-revealed-2016-s-concorde-book-awards/story-28885230-detail/story.html
http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/s-favourite-storybook-concorde-book-awards/story-28809315-detail/story.html
http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/s-favourite-storybook-concorde-book-awards/story-28809315-detail/story.html


 

Community  
 

Vital statistics: 63 Young Summer Reading Challenge Volunteers           783.5 volunteer hours 
               61 Young People involved in Reading Hack   

 
 
 
 
Summer Reading Challenge Volunteers  
Young Summer Reading Challenge Volunteers spend their time engaging with children taking part in 
the challenge, participating in a range of fun activities with them and encouraging the children with 
their reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Hack  
Our service runs Reading Hack - a national programme led by young people, who do reading activities 
and volunteering in libraries throughout the year. Getting involved gives young people the chance to 
meet new friends and learn skills including: marketing and promotion, creative skills, team working, 
communication skills.  
 
In November, Yate Teen Focus Group organised an event for other young people at Yate Library with 
Joe Wells, stand-up comedian and author of ‘Touch and Go Joe’.  Joe talked about his book which deals 
with his personal experiences as a young person suffering from Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder (OCD). 
The young readers have handled all of the preparations for the evening, from producing promotional 
posters to preparing interview questions for the night. 
 
 
 

[Young] People who engaged in volunteering were up to 3 times as likely to get invited for a job 
interview as people who did not volunteer. (Source: Evaluating Youth Social Action published by the Cabinet Office 

on 9 March, 2015). 

 

“I really enjoyed volunteering, I think it helped increase my 
confidence and independence. Everyone at the library were 
very friendly and great to work with.” Holly, age 15 (Hanham) 
 
“Being a volunteer is fun. Interacting with children and adults 
alike has made me realise that to be a volunteer is to be 
someone almost selfless and to help other as much as 
possible.”  Jack, age 16 (Hanham) 
 
“Volunteering has been a really enjoyable experience.  It has 
helped me to meet new people and develop my confidence 
when communicating with others.” Ellie, age 17 (Yate) 
 
 “I think volunteering has helped me become more confident 
with talking to adults and children.” Mason, age 14 (Yate) 
 

 

“This has been an exciting opportunity for us all 
and we’re all looking forward to hearing about 
Joe’s experiences. Young people will benefit 
from this event as they’ll be able to learn more 
about both mental health and the process of 
writing a book. We can’t wait!”  
(Ellie, aged 17 one of the organisers).  
 



  

Culture and creativity 
 

Vital statistic: 65,000 children and young people attended events in libraries including class visits*  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Libraries are valued, safe and neutral spaces where children of all ages are welcomed and participate in 
a range of activities. 
 

Libraries enrich the lives of individuals and communities through the provision of events, activities and 
exhibitions helping people gain a sense of place and take pride in their neighbourhoods and 
communities. A vibrant programme of children’s activities take place throughout the year including 
author visits, storytimes, class visits and holiday activities. The service also supports national initiatives 
such as Shakespeare Week, National Libraries Day, WW1 Centenary, World Book Day and World Book 
Night. 
 

Theatre Tour 
Acclaimed theatre company Travelling Light toured South Gloucestershire Libraries, bringing theatre to 
local school children with their play ‘The Mysterious Vanishment of Pobby and Dingan’. 
‘The Mysterious Vanishment of Pobby and Dingan’ has been re-commissioned by LibrariesWest 
supported using public funding by Arts Council England to tour to libraries across the South West, 
bringing high quality theatre to places and people who might not otherwise have access to it and 
exploring the future of touring theatre productions to libraries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils from Staple Hill Primary School, Barley Close Community Primary School, Christ Church C of E 
Junior School, Parkwall Primary School, Coniston Primary School, Manorbrook Primary School and 
Gillingstool Primary School visited their local libraries to watch performances of the play. 
 

Author Visits 
Bestselling writer of novels and comics, and featured World Book Day author Cavan Scott visited 
Hanham Library Chatterbooks for a writing workshop where the children learned about plotting stories 
and creating characters.  Children at Thornbury Library Chatterbooks attended a creative writing 
workshop with author Sarah Baker and local young adult author Katy Krump ran a creative writing 
workshop at Patchway Library for students from Patchway Community College.   
 

Over 300 pupils from Abbotswood Primary School, St Pauls Catholic Primary School and Tyndale 
Primary School visited Yate Library to meet author Jeremy Strong. The children learnt about becoming 
a writer and the session helped children to become more confident with their reading and writing.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

“The children were really engaged; it was 
completely at the right level. It will be 
really useful to go away and use the play 
for literacy in the classroom.” 

(Ella Hann, teacher at Coniston Primary 
School in Patchway)  
 
It was different and the music was really 
good. I have never seen something like 
this before. At the end I felt sad but happy 
at the same time.” (Year 5 pupil from 
Coniston Primary School) 
 

The skills, which children acquire through good Cultural Education, help to develop their 
personality, abilities and imagination… All of these skills are strong influencers on wider academic 
attainment in schools and help to grow a child’s interest in the process of learning within the school 
environment. (Source: Cultural Education in England, an Independent Review by Darren Henley for DCMS and DfE, 2012).  



 

Learning  
 

Vital statistic:  34,331 children attended library class visits* 
 
 
 
 
 

Libraries play an important role supporting the educational curriculum and promoting lifelong learning 
and social mobility through formal and informal learning opportunities.  As well as reading, literacy and 
writing, libraries also support STEM subjects.  
 

Fizz Pop Science Workshops  
This summer 718 children came to one of the 13 science workshops which took place across our 
libraries.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lego Clubs  
Filton and Yate Libraries run Lego Clubs attracting children who  
might not otherwise use the library and allowing them the  
opportunity to learn together with their parents or grandparents.  
 

Digital 
As part of the Discover Festival, libraries held digital workshops for  
children and young people: Making Games in Scratch and Code your own games in Minecraft. During 
National Science Week, libraries held 3D printing workshops in conjunction with SGS College.  
 

Being based in most main communities enables the service to host the delivery of other services; we 
work in partnership with Children’s Centres, Community Learning, Explore Learning and various 
voluntary sector groups enabling us to work with local communities.  With Community Learning we 
support ‘Time to Read’ workshops for families with children starting primary school. Cadbury Heath 
Library works closely with Juice Community Project to provide after school homework support.  
Other groups using the library include NCT classes and book groups for home educated children. 
 

The service also provides regular class visits and homework support for children, with access to 
computers, printing, books and a quiet place to study.  
 

In partnership with UWE Bristol, we run a reciprocal borrowing 
scheme between public and academic libraries which enables 6th 
form students to access higher level academic resources to 
support their studies.  

Libraries promote lifelong learning, self-improvement and social mobility. They play an important 
role supporting the educational curriculum with reading for enjoyment, books clubs, homework 
clubs and code clubs. (Source:Libraries Deliver – Ambition for Public Libraries in England 2016 - 2021, DCMS). 

 

“I thought the science workshop was excellent and 

enthused my son about science” (Parent, Emersons Green) 

“I think it’s definitely a very effective and engaging 

approach for children…keeps the spirit of reading alive!!”  

(Parent, Staple Hill) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/libraries-deliver-ambition-for-public-libraries-in-england-2016-2021/libraries-deliver-ambition-for-public-libraries-in-england-2016-2021


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information about South Gloucestershire Library Service’s work with children and young people 
or if you have any suggestions on how we can work together in the future to further develop children’s use 
of the library service, please contact Emma.Fisher@southglos.gov.uk.  

Health and wellbeing 
 

Vital statistic: 85% of those who had borrowed a book from the adult mental health list said the book 
had made them feel more confident about managing their symptoms (Reading Well, 2015). 

 

 
 
 
Shelf Help, Reading Well for Young People 
Reading is healthy in its own right, but at a time when 1 in 10 young people have a diagnosable 
mental health issue, libraries have continued to develop a series of books under the Reading Well 
Books on Prescription project – this year Shelf Help, Reading Well for Young people was launched.   
 
Reading Well for young people helps young people to understand and manage their wellbeing and 
emotional resilience by providing high-quality information, support and advice on a wide-range of 
mental health issues such as anxiety, depression, eating disorders and self-harm, and difficult life 
pressures, like bullying and exams.  
 
The scheme is supported by a range of health organisations including NHS England, Public Health 
England, Mental Health Foundation, Mind and YoungMinds and has been promoted widely across 
secondary schools and academies in South Gloucestershire.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the Reading Well for young people books are free to borrow from any South Gloucestershire Library.  
Find out more www.southglos.gov.uk/shelfhelp  www.reading-well.org.uk/shelfhelp.      
 

Books to help young children with life’s challenges  
We have a collection of picture books for parents and carers to share with their children covering 
experiences, situations and milestones in their lives including visiting the doctor, the arrival of a new 
baby, starting school or playgroup, coping with bereavement and understanding different fears and 
feelings. Find out more visit www.southglos.gov.uk/childrenslibrary.  

 

"I believe Reading Well will challenge stereotypes and 
misconceptions surrounding mental illness, educating young 
people about mental health in general. The easy accessibility of 
the books that are part of the scheme is key, enabling young 
people to explore the topic of mental health discretely and at a 
speed they are comfortable with."  
 
(Gaby, a Young Advisor from YoungMinds who helped select 
the books on the list).  

NHS cost saving through use of libraries in reduced visit to GPs is £27.5 million each year (source: 

Art Council’s ‘Health and wellbeing benefits of libraries’ 2015).  
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