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Frequently Asked 
Questions 

 
 

 

Bromley Heath Viaduct 
 

Q1) Where is the Bromley Heath Viaduct?  

 
The Bromley Heath Viaduct is on the A4174 Ringroad as shown on the map below: 
 

 
 
 

Q2) What is the essential maintenance work that is required? 

 
In its current form the viaduct is in need of essential maintenance work on: 
 
- pier strengthening including hinges 
- bearing replacement 
- drainage improvements 
- water proofing 
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- parapet and safety fence replacement 
- concrete repairs 
- abnormal load carrying capacity improvement 
 

Q3) Why hasn't the essential maintenance been undertaken before now? 

 
This maintenance work is included in a long term maintenance programme for Highway 
Structures. This work had originally been scheduled to be carried out over a number of 
years as funding permitted. However, we now have the opportunity to bring the structure 
up to standard in a single package of work and improve the viaduct through the financial 
support of the Challenge Fund and Cycling Ambition Fund from the Department for 
Transport. 
 

Q4) Why is it necessary to carry out the work now? 

 
As part of a requirement for the funding we will need to make a decision as to what work is 
required over the next few months or we may risk losing this opportunity for funding. 
 

Q5) What if no work was undertaken on the viaduct 

 
The viaduct will gradually deteriorate and the decline would need to be managed including 
preventing HGV's from traveling across the viaduct, reducing the viaduct to a single lane 
and possible closure. 
 

Q6) When will the essential maintenance work begin?  

 
 
We are still in the early stage of this scheme and we are currently considering and 
evaluating various proposals and we therefore do not have any confirmed plans or details 
to present to you at this stage. 
 
The work for the Bromley Heath Viaduct was discussed, debated and confirmed by 
Councillors at the Environment and Community Services Committee meeting on 
Wednesday 18 January, to begin the work in June/July 2017 for a maximum duration of 
one year, but with an aim to try to secure additional funding to accelerate the work 
programme and reduce the timescale 
 

Q7) How long are the proposed maintenance works for the Bromley Heath viaduct?  

 
It is currently envisaged the proposed maintenance work for the Bromley Heath viaduct will 
take up to a maximum duration of one year but with an aim to try to secure additional 
funding to accelerate the work programme and reduce the timescale. 

Q8) When was the Viaduct constructed? 
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The Bromley Heath Viaduct was constructed in February 1966 as a single carriageway 
road over the River Frome and in 1988 a second viaduct was constructed alongside the 
original to change the A4174 to a dual carriageway. 
 

Cycle and Pedestrian path 

Q9) Why is a new shared cycle and pedestrian path being constructed? 

 
Bromley Heath Viaduct is part of the South Gloucestershire strategic cycle network, but 
the path is quite narrow at this point. We have secured grant funding to improve the safety 
of the cycling infrastructure and encourage sustainable transport and healthy living. The 
new path will be wider to increased capacity and help to reduce incidents between people 
who use the path. It will also provide a barrier between the path and the carriageway which 
will reduce the risk of collisions with vehicles. 
 

Q10) Why is it necessary to carry out the cycle and pedestrian path work now? 

 
A significant amount of funding is available from the Department for Transport and we are 
taking the opportunity to undertake this work at the same time as the essential 
maintenance work is being carried out because this will minimise the work programme, 
share construction and communications costs, share traffic management, costs and 
minimise the impact and duration of works on residents, travelling public and businesses. 
 

Q11 How long are the proposed work on the shared cycle and pedestrian path?  

 
It is currently envisaged the proposed widening work for the shared cycle and pedestrian 
path could be incorporated into the viaduct scheme and take advantage of the existing 
strengthening work for the viaduct. In isolation this work would normally take up to a year 
((52 weeks).  
 
Both the essential maintenance of the viaduct structure and the improvements to widen 
the shared footpath for cyclists and pedestrians will be combined, which means that the 
total maximum time required on site would be one year rather than two. 
 

Project costs  

Q12) How much will the viaduct maintenance work cost and how will this be 
funded? 

 
The total cost of the viaduct maintenance work is currently being confirmed, current 
estimates regarding costs for this project include 1.85 million pounds alongside the cycle 
and pedestrian path. Financial support will be delivered through the Challenge Fund from 
the Department for Transport. 
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Q13) How much will the work for the cycle and pedestrian path cost and how will 
this be funded? 

 
£3.7m has been allocated from the Department for Transport Cycle Ambition fund to 
undertake the work. This will fund the work on the bridge, and also a portion of the shared 
costs such as traffic management and the construction site base.  
 
 

Traffic management 

Q14) What Traffic Management will be used as the works are undertaken? 

 
To complete the work, the southern viaduct will need to be closed to all traffic during the 
duration of all the work on the viaduct. This could therefore be for either one year or for 
shorter periods spread over a 5 to 7 year timespan. 
 
The northern viaduct will be used as a contraflow for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists 
over this period. 
 
A local and strategic signing strategy will be implemented to include the local and 
motorway network. Discussions are continuing with Highways England. Recalibration at 
traffic signal junctions will also take place to assist traffic flow. 

Q15) What is the likely impact on the vehicle journey times? 

 
These works will have a significant impact on journey times on the ring road and key 
routes around South Gloucestershire and Bristol with extensive queuing to beyond 
Emersons Green and beyond the ring road junction with the M32. 

Q16) Will the right turn on the ring road into Bristol Road (towards Winterbourne) be 
permitted (if no, why not?) 

 
We are currently examining all options to manage the traffic at Hambrook lights to 
maximise traffic flow. This includes the possibility of preventing access to the right turn into 
Bristol Road towards Winterbourne. No final decision has yet been made.  
 
Q17) What alternative routes can I use during the work maintenance period? 
 
As part of the traffic management plan, alternative routes are being assessed and will be 
publicised and signposted once determined. In addition, we are also currently investigating 
which local roads shouldn't carry traffic that will diverted away from the Bromley Heath 
Viaduct.  

Q18) Could the work be undertaken using lane closures? 

 
The extent of the work requires the southern viaduct to be completely closed to all traffic 
for the duration of the project. This is because the removal of the worn out parts of the 
structure will mean it is too weak to safely carry any traffic until the maintenance is 
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complete. During the closure, all traffic will be diverted on to the northern viaduct as other 
options would require a significant one to two mile diversion on to narrow roads. 

Q19) Can the work be prioritised and phased over several years or could the work 
be undertaken at a later date? 

 
After considering a range of options, councillors decided to begin the work in June/July this 
year for a maximum duration of one year, but with an aim to try to secure additional 
funding to accelerate the work programme and reduce the timescale. 

Q20) Why are pedestrians and cyclists directed through the contraflow? 

 
For reasons of public safety, when the works are undertaken, all traffic including vehicles, 
bicycle, disabled and pedestrian traffic must not be present on the southern viaduct. The 
most direct route for all highways users is across the northern viaduct.  

Q21) Will the Metrobus Project be affected? 

 
Discussions with the MetroBus team are currently ongoing to establish the likely impact on 
MetroBus. 

Further information 

Q22) Where can I find out more information for this project? 

 
Read the latest news release on the scheme:  
 
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/newsroom/transport/bromley-heath-viaduct-maintenance-
improvement-work-gets-green-light/  
 
Please also follow our Facebook account for the latest news and updates on this scheme. 
 
 
Last updated on 18.01.17 
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