
    
Appendix 2 - Framing Approach 

South Gloucestershire SACRE recommends a ‘framing approach’.  When children or 

adults share a text, artwork, piece of music, or saying they should introduce the piece 

with words which clearly identifies the tradition from which it comes so that a safe 

boundary is created from which all can freely respond to it.  

For example:  

‘ I/we are sharing this reading from the Gospel of Mark in the Bible. While this has 

special meaning for Christians we can all listen and respond in the way which is right for 

each of us.”  

‘ I am sharing this reading from the Gospel of Mark in the Bible. While this has special 

meaning for me as a Christian I hope you will hear something in it which is helpful to 

you.’  

‘I/we am/are sharing this hadith which is important for many Muslims so that we can 

understand what it says and let it effect us in the way that is right for each one of us’  

‘I am going to tell you this fable from Aesop’s fables which have particular meaning for 

many people,  and are also strongly connected to stories from Hinduism and Buddhism. 

Let us all reflect on what this story says about greed.’  

2. After leading the group to a period of calm silence, we recommend saying: ‘Now we 

can use this quiet that we have made to reflect, meditate or pray according to our own beliefs.’  

Bristol SACRE believes that this is the most appropriate way to provide the opportunity 

for all to worship including those whose tradition focuses on worshipping God, without 

compromising anyone’s integrity.  

3. When festivals are celebrated SACRE recommends that children and adults present 

and share aspects of the festivals of their own traditions. It may be that if a culture of 

mutual respect is developing some children will still feel unsure about public recognition 
of their affiliation with a faith tradition. This may be the case particularly if there are very 

small numbers in the school or if the child has witnessed negative responses to their 

tradition during their life.  

4. SACRE recommends that adults and children make decisions about collective worship 

and choose the content and format together, using these guidelines.  

5. Individuals or groups need to be mindful of sensitivities of members of the whole 

school community in the choices they make and in the way they present material.  

6. The teacher with responsibility for collective worship needs to ensure that there is a 

balance of material from different traditions through a term.  

7. When members of local faith communities are invited to lead collective worship it is 

important that they comply with points 1 and 2 of these procedures. 




