
                                                             
Appendix 1  
Applying for a Determination: 
 
1. The Headteacher consults with the governors to determine the extent to 

which the requirement for Collective Worship to be ‘wholly or mainly of a 
broadly Christian character’ is not appropriate for the school or groups of 
pupils within the school.  It is also advised that the matter is brought to the 
attention of the school’s link inspector/adviser and the adviser responsible for 
RE and Collective Worship.    
Adam Robertson adam.robertson@bristoldiocese.org  
The clerk to South Gloucestershire  SACRE will also need to be informed: 
 

2. The Headteacher and the governors consult with parents. 
 

3.  A decision to seek a Determination has been reached, the Headteacher 
must apply to the SACRE in writing, outlining the reasons why a 
Determination is being sought and giving evidence to support this. In the 
case of Academies agreement for a determination must be sought from the 
sponsors. 
 

4. The SACRE will consider the application for a Determination and may 
request the Headteacher to present the application in person to clarify any 
issues and answer any questions. 
 

5. In considering the application, the SACRE will take account of the views of: 
 
a) the Officer representing the Director of Education; 

 
b) the family background of the pupils concerned. 

 
6. The SACRE may accept or reject an application, but cannot modify it.  Each 

constituent group on the SACRE is allowed one vote, with the decision being 
reached on a majority. 
 

7. The SACRE will notify the Headteacher and the governors of its decision in 
writing. 
 

8. A determination will last for 5 years from the date of its effect, after which 
time it must be reviewed. 
 

9. If a Determination is accepted, it will be the Headteacher’s responsibility to 
decide what form the alternative worship will take, and inform SACRE, the 
governors and parents. In the case of Academies the Principal will need to 
inform the sponsor what form the alternative worship will take. 
 

10. Where such a Determination is made in respect of all or some of the pupils in 
the school, daily Collective Worship must still be provided for them.  Where a 
determination has been granted in respect of a class or description of pupils 
of a particular faith or religion, the alternative Collective Worship may be 
provided for those pupils as a whole.  It may not be distinctive of any 
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particular denomination of any faith or religion, but may be distinctive of a 
particular faith or religion.  Parents continue to have a right to withdraw their 
children from the Collective Worship. 


